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PREFACE

Tais volume discovers four of the five Australian infantry
divisions expecting relief after their most depressing
experience, the winter of 1916-17 on the Somme. It next
tells how, before that relief came, the Germans carried out,
under the eyes of two British armies, an evacuation more
extensive, if much less dangerous, than that executed by
the Australian and other forces in Gallipoli. This episode
is closely traced in the narrative, since the Australians for
nearly a month were responsible for about half the front
affected, and it is possible, for once, to prove from the records
of the actual scouts, how difficult it is, even with the most
vigilant reconnaissance, to prevent the orderly withdrawal of
a well-organised modern army. There follow the “ pursuit”
of the enemy by two small columns and three weeks’ village-
fighting under conditions of semi-open warfare; then, on
arrival at the Hindenburg Line, the two terrible attempts
to force that line at Bullecourt, one of these being the first
experiment with massed tanks, and each involving a “ soldiers’
battle ” of extraordinary interest, fought under highly adverse
conditions. After these there comes at last, for most of the
Australian infantry, its promised rest, generous beyond all
hopes, while the hardest grained of the divisions, the 4th,
together with the youngest and least tried, the 3rd, engages
in an offensive very differently conducted from any within
previous experience of the Australian infantry in France,
the Battle of Messines. The volume ends with the participa-
tion of the two Anzac corps as the central striking force in
the second of the three phases of what is popularly known as
the “ Battle of Passchendaele.” The world has forgotten,
if indeed it ever realised, that the story of this phase
was for the most part one of unimpeded success. An
endeavour is here made to show the reason, which is not, it
is contended, to be found merely in the fine weather or the
effectiveness of the two Anzac corps, although they now
formed a highly expert and formidable force.

In all this severe fighting the Australian divisions lost
heavily. As only small reinforcements were now arriving
from Australia, a serious problem of maintenance lay ahead;
and the volume ends with the necessary withdrawal of the
divisions to a quiet front.



W PREFACE

The discrepancy between the developments of Dattle as
described in the higher official reports, and as they appear
actually to have occurred, has never been more .deeply
impressed upon the writer than in the‘prcsgnt compilation.
Perhaps the most striking example is afforded by the
reference of the Commander-in-Chief to the [First Battle of
Bullecourt, quoted on pages 357-2; but at Messines and
Polygon Wood also the leaders were unaware, both at the
time and afterwards, of certain critical situations. The fact
that, at a crucial moment at Messines, the 13th Australian
Infantry Brigade extended the Australian line to cover nearly
half the entire battle-front, and so filled a vital gap, is
witnessed in the records of the g57th British Brigade, which
was beyond the gap, and which says that it met the Aus-
tralian flank that night; and in the records of the troops that
were to have intervened, who state that they saw Australians
and 57th Brigade closing in in front of them; and in the
records of the 52nd Australian Battalion, which filled the
gap and was thereafter reinforced by the gradual arrival of
the intervening brigade. But the truth appears to have been
totally unknown to the higher staffs, and cven the commander
of one of the brigades concerned expressed himself as
“ simply astounded " when the present narrative was submitted
to him.

The writer is indebted to innumerable officers and men,
both Australian and British, for their gencrous help. The
British Official Historian, Sir James Edmonds, has given
most valuable advice, and the Australian War Memorial,
the Canadian Historical Section, the Historical Secction of
the French Ministry of War, and the German Reichsarchiv
have courteously responded to all requests for assistance.

C. B. W. B
SYDNEY,

28th September, 1932.



CORRIGENDA

Paye 229, footnote 62, for ILieut. C. L. Chauncey read Lieut. C L.
Chauncy.

Page 333, footnote 155, line 4, for him, Lanagan read him. Lanagan.
Page 368, lines 16 and 18, and footnote 44, for Chauncey read Chauncy.
Page 403, line 2, for incidents read an incident.

Page 647, lines 29-30, General von Laffert commanded not the Fourth
Army, but the XIX Corps, holding the Wytschaete front.
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CHAPTER 1
PLANS OF THE ALLIES FOR 1917

In 1917—if the plans agreed to in the previous November
at Chantilly were carried through—the Allies would again
strike at their enemy from all sides, but with even greater
force than in 1916} This year their combined strength
would reach its maximum, and they not unreasonably
believed that the Central Powers, who had been heavily
strained by the tremendous pressure in 1916, would collapse
under the weight of their concentric blows. It is true that
Roumania would now play a greatly diminished part:
Germany, by a wonderful effort notwithstanding the pressure
on the Somme, had detached sufficient force to batter that
minor opponent, and incidentally to furnish all other small
surrounding nations with an object lesson of the risk of
throwing in their lot against her. The position in Russia
also was uncertain: the reactionary tyrannical machinery by
which czardom had been maintained was being allowed by a
weak Czar to run of itself, and a decisive struggle between
czardom and the elements of reform was obviously imminent;
but the British Government believed that it was the weak

1The published works chiefly relied on in the account given 1n this and other
chapters of the plans of the Allies and Central Powers for 1917 are:—Asquith,
Memories and Reflections; The Diary of Lord Bertie; Buchan, History of the
Great War; Churchill, The World Crisis, 191618, Part II; Grey, Twenty-Five
Years; Haig, Despatches; Dewar and Boraston, Sir Douglas Haig’s Command;
Charteris, Field-Marshal Earl Haig; Jellicoe, The Crisis of the Naval War; Arthur,
Life of Kitchener; Maurice, Life of Lord Rawlinson; Repington, The First World
War; Robertson, Soldiers and Statesmen; Callwell, Field-Marshal Sir Henry
Wilson; The Memowrs of William Jennings Bryan; Seymour, The Intimate Papers
of Colonel House; Hendrick, Life and Letters of Walter H. Page; Scott, A Survey
of Intermational Relations between United States and Germany, 1914-1917; Baker,
Woodrow Wilson and World Settlement; de Civrieux, L’Offensive de 1917 et
le Commandement du Gemeral Nivelle; Hanotaux, Histoire Illustrée de la Guerre;
Mangin, Comment Finit la Guerre; Mermeix, Joffre, -Le Commandement Unigue,
and Nivelle et Painlevé; Pamlevé, Comment j'ai nommé Foch et Pétain; Palat,
L'Année d’Amgowsse, 1917; Pierrefeu, French Headquarters; Ribot, Letters to a
Friend; Carnegie Endowment, Official German Documents; Bernstorff, My Three
Vears in America; Crown Prince of Germany, Memaoirs; Czernin, In the World
War; Hindenburg, Out of My Life; Ludendorff, My War Memoyies, and The
General Staff and its Problems; Crown Prince Rupprecht, Mein Kngg:tayebuch;
Tirpitz, My Memoirs. Where other works have been used they are cited.
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monarch—and not the system and policy of the nation—
that was endangered; neither the Allies nor the enemy antici-
pated that the end of Russia’s war-effort was imminent. As
for Roumania, though a great part of her territory had been
occupied by the enemy, her army—like those of Belgium and
Serbia—had simply stepped behind the sheltering wing of
an ally, where it reorganised and continued to fight. As
Hindenburg writes:2

It was a fateful thing for us (Germany) that throughout the
whole war our High Command never succeeded in forcing even one of
our smaller opponents, with the exception of Montenegro, to desert the
ranks of our enemies.

By the Chantilly plan Generals Joffre and Haig and the
representatives of Russia and Italy and of the smaller Allies
had agreed that—in order to prevent the Central Powers
from again taking the initiative—the Allies, employing their
utmost force, should, if possible, launch their offensives as
early as the first fortnight in February. The main stroke®—
that of France and Great Britain—would again be delivered
north and south of the Somme, this time on an immense
front, the First, Third, Fourth,
and Fifth British Armies attack-
ing on a front of thirty-two
miles between Vimy Ridge, |
north of Arras, and Le \f

Transloy, and the Tenth, Sixth, |
Third, and First French Armies \

(forming the Northern Group é\f\m
of \

French Armies under

General Foch) on a front of N\ , . )
thirty miles between Péronne )Amle}p’“ -
and the Oise. A fortnight / £~

later the French Fifth Army “5‘3&\
belonging to the Central Group Py
(General Pétain) would attack ¢ 2. 222 # oups  Rhgmse
west of Rheims with the object

2 Qut of My Life, p. 242.

* The several Powers concerned in each of the main theatr i

€ es—West

and Russian Fronts—were left to plan their own strokes, it being mer:{; ’pxI-:?/Ii?:d’

that these should be delivered with full strength and, as far as possible, simul-

t:t)zﬁgusla:;;d bC;nBt::’gsishBallk?an {‘rmét §;tacks gy usbslian-koumauian forces from the
, ‘renc erbian, and possi i i

ere 1 fore) British, French, Se bian, ibly Italian forces from Salonica,

a In ‘““secondary ” theatre 3
to be held, but Allied forces reduced to a minimum. v ® the encmy was
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of profiting either by the breach created farther north or
by the thinning of the German reserves. Later still, the
British would take the offensive in Flanders and clear the
enemy from the Belgian coast—a project urged by Haig at
Chantilly in accordance with the expressed desire of the
British Admiralty and War Committee, and to which he, as
trustee of Great Britain’s interests, attached great importance.

It was recognised that Russia and Italy might be unable
to attack as early as February. But the French and British
preparations on the old Somme battlefield were nearly
complete; and, as the French commander and Government
were acutely anxious to prevent the Germans from striking
at France again, as at Verdun, it was decided to sacrifice
simultaneity for the sake of delivering the earliest possible
blow. In this year’s offensive the British were intended to
play the principal part.

Joffre issued his directives, and the preliminary move-
ments of corps and armies on the French front began. The
Sixth French Army from the British flank was sent back
into training, Haig, who now had 355 divisions to the French
95, having agreed to take over the French line as far as
Bouchavesnes, just north of the Somme. This relief, carried
out early in December, caused a pause in operations in that
sector, but otherwise the British and French on the Somme
continued their ‘ wearing-down” tactics with a view to
straining the morale of the enemy whom in two months they
intended to strike. At the end of November all corps of
the Fourth British Army were warned that local attacks were
required, in order to assist'a larger operation which the
French were about to undertake south of the Somme. The
IIT Corps, astride the Bapaume road, was to seize the Butte
of Warlencourt and “Hook Sap.” It was at first held that
the state of the ground farther south in front of the I Anzac
and XIV Corps rendered such enterprises, for the moment,
impossible, but later an operation was arranged on the left
flank of the XIV Corps, the right of I Anzac being ordered
to assist by attacking “ Finch Trench.”

On December 12th, while this attack was in prospect,
General Rawlinson of the Fourth Army explained to his
corps commanders the Chantilly scheme of a great February
offensive, in which the Fourth Army’s part was the capture
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of the heights south of Bapaume as far as Rocquigny.* The
corps staffs at once began to work out their plans; but, at

¢ (N
|eTgamgu2?\@"-'““.
Objectives shomwn Lius

Fourth Army's projected offensiwe

the end of the year, all this work was stopped by an intima-
tion that the whole scheme had been changed; the Fourth
Army would now take over an additional sector of the French
line extending south of the Somme, and would play only a
minor part in the offensive, which would be undertaken by
the First, Third, and Fifth Armies.

The explanation of this sudden change was that, while
the British staffs were elaborating their part in the Joffre-
Haig plan, there were occurring in France events which
entirely transformed the great effort of 1917. Since early
in 1916 the star of Joffre had been burning less brightly. In
order to increase his prestige in negotiations with the British
Government, and to secure his support of Briand’s Salonica
projects, there had been given to him—as Commander-in-Chief
of all the French Armies—power much greater than the
French Government or parliamentary representatives could
readily tolerate in the hands of a non-political leader. These

*The first advance, for which corps were to be ready by Feb. 1, would, on the
Anzac front, be to the lower slopes of the Bapaume Ridge. The artillery would
then have to be moved forward to cover the attack on the ridge, and corps
;::mmanders were asked to state the time required to prepare for this second

age.,
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powers he jealously guarded, warmly resenting criticism or
interference. Nevertheless, there had been vigorous criticism
as to the inadequacy of the Verdun defences?® and it had
proved to be so well grounded that the Briand Government,
though upholding the Commander-in-Chief, could not be
uninfluenced. Other critics urged that Joffre was as rigid with
his superiors as with his subordinates; that the plans which
he brought to the conferences of the Allies had already been
settled by him and the British Commander-in-Chief, and that
the Allied Governments were merely allowed to endorse them.
Neither the French people nor its Government had much
enthusiasm for the strategy of the Somme: the promised
break-through had not been achieved, and Joffre’s efforts to
prolong the battle in November until visible results had been
gained had produced meagre fruit. On the other hand, at
Verdun subordinate generals—profiting, of course, by the
fact that German resistance was now concentrated on the
Somme—had on October 24th attacked with swift and
brilliant success, regaining Fort Douaumont and, some days
later, Fort Vaux. Deputies streamed to the headquarters of
the Second French Army, which had carried out this stroke,
and found its commander, the hero of the hour, to possess
a most attractive personality combining modest self-confidence
with a peculiar power of bright and lucid expression. General
Nivelle—so current stories ran—had not only interpreted with
discretion his orders received from Pétain, but had allowed
similar discretion to his subordinates, with the happiest results.
His name was already whispered, not only in the lobbies of
Parliament but in the corridors of Joffre’s headquarters, as
that of Joffre’s possible successor.

This was the position when the French Government, to
provide force for the prospective campaign of 1917, had to
call up for service the “1918 class "—youngsters of only
eighteen and nineteen years—a proceeding naturally accom-
panied by anguish to the nation. Briand was forced to
explain to a secret session of the Chamber not only the
immediate causes of this measure, but the whole situation.
He now realized that the political attack upon Joffre was too

3In 1915 Lieutenant-Colonel Driant, commanding a sector at Verdun but also a
deputy, was so impressed by the weakness of the rear defences at this vital point

that on Dec. 1 of that year he laid the matter before the army commission of the
French Chamber in Paris.
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strong to resist. There had previously been available no
other acceptable leader. Castelnau—largely on religious
grounds—would be tolerated by neither radicals nor
socialists; Pétain was sounded, but had the reputation of
being too brusque with politicians. Moreover Briand was
still determined that Joffre, though withdrawn to Paris,
must retain chief command; otherwise his influence over
the Allies, as well as in France, would be lost. But Pétain,
though he would continue to serve loyally in his present
position, would not accept the chief command subject to
Joffre; their views as to the conduct of the war differed
widely. Pétain held that a military leader must primarily
regard the psychology of his troops: all projects must be
tested by the criterion—what were they fit and ready to
undertake? It was certain that he would favour the resting
of his troops hetween great offensives, whereas Joffre
believed in attempting to wear the enemy by constant
nibbling attacks on narrow fronts. Pétain was therefore out
of the question.

The rising of a new star, Nivelle, however, had com-
pletely altered the situation. His outlook was characteristic
of French leadership: the réle of a commander was to
master circumstance; given confidence and ingenuity, almost
anything could be achieved. Joffre favoured this attitude;
indeed, on December 16th he signed a staff memorandum
which was to become famous, setting forth the swift decisive
method that was to be pursued in the forthcoming campaign.
Nivelle, on his side, having so rapidly risen from lower rank,
was unlikely to raise objection to Joffre’s control. Briand
therefore, before the secret session, urged Joffre to accept
control, from a headquarters in Paris, over all the French
Armies, while Nivelle took over the main French command
on the Western Front. For a fortnight Joffre refused}
and before the Chamber Briand defended him, urging that
only to a French leader possessing such personal ascendancy

® He protested that, as he was not charged with any military failure, he would
hand over command only if dismissed—a step which, as likely to cause popular
resentment, no French Government would readily adopt. At the heginning of
December, however, he informed Nivelle that he intended to give him command
of the Northern Group of Armies, which would undertake the French part in the
Somme offensive. (Hanotaux, Histoire Illustrée de la Guerre, Vol. 15, p. 154.)
Foch, who till then had commanded that group, had become tinged with the
unpopularity attaching to the methods of the Somme battle. At this juncture he
was reputed (by “rumours,” says Mermeix, “of which the inexactitude was not
always involuntary *) to have broken down in health, and on that ground he was
jettisoned by Joffre. (See Mermeix’s Joffre, p. 240.)
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would the allies of France entrust the supreme direction of
their armies—an ideal universally desired by the French,
but not yet achieved. He pointed out also that, only a few
days previously, Joffre had obtained the agreement of the
Allies to his plan for the spring; a change of the French
command might necessitate the alteration of those plans. In
spite of these well-founded arguments Briand was forced to
promise Parliament that the command should be reorganised.
He then put forward his scheme, and, on December 3rd,
secured the consent of Joffre. But it was not for some days
that, after an appeal to his patriotism, Nivelle concurred.

Thus in Paris on December 13th Joffre, Commander-in-
Chief of the French Armies, became “technical adviser”
to the Government “concerning the direction of the war,”
and Nivelle was made Commander-in-Chief of the Armies
of the North and North-East. Briand had also reconstructed
his Cabinet so as to form a small strong War Committee
similar to the War Cabinet established the same week by
Lloyd George. To the Ministry of War he brought in
General Lyautey, who had saved the position of France in
Morocco.” It was now realised, however, that Nivelle,
holding his appointment from the French Government, was
directly responsible to the Government and not to Joffre.
With this subtraction Joffre’s powers on the War Committee
became indistinguishable from those of Lyautey. Lyautey
could not be offered a mere sinecure. Moreover, the
powers of Joffre were questioned in the Senate. Briand,
to save his Government, promised that Nivelle should
have a free hand, and that Lyautey—not Joffre—should
be the channel through which the Government’s instructions
to him should issue. This reduced Joffre to a mere secretary,
and on December 26th he resigned. To soften his fall, he
was on the same day created Marshal of France.

There was thus in unquestioned command at G.Q.GS2 a
comparatively junior leader® with a splendid record. At

" The other members of the committee were Admiral Lacaze (Marine), Ribot
(Finance), Albert Thomas (Armament), Joffre, and himself.

8 Grand Quartier General, the French ““ G.H.Q.” TFor reasons of policy, Nivelle
shifted it from Chantilly to Beauvais; shortly afterwards it was again moved to
Compiégne.

? At the outbreak of war Nivelle, like Pétain, was a colonel. In 1915 he was
gven a division, and in 1916 a corps. When Pétain, commander of the Second
Army, was given the Army Groug, Nivelle succeeded to the command of the
Second Army. Thus Pétain had been group or army commander for eighteen
months, Nivelle for only six, -
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this very juncture, on December 16th, Nivelle had launched
at Verdun a second brilliant counter-offensive in which the
French had retaken most of the important positions till then
remaining in German hands, and had captured 11,000
prisoners.  Translated direct from that battlefield to the
supreme command, Nivelle could hardly have avoided the
conviction that in the tactical methods now employed at
Verdun he and his assistants had at last discovered the
means of “breaking-through.” As Briand had anticipated,
the new commander at once rejected the plans for the joint
offensive with the British. Using the methods of his two
counter-strokes, the French would now play the chief réle.
Instead of acting side by side with the British to rupture
the western face of the great German salient, they would
deliver the main blow, piercing its southern face while the
British and the Northern Group of French Armies, launching
two powerful subsidiary offensives, would hold the Germans
along the western face. By g iy
tl.lrowmg twenty-seven divi- Bm‘rlsn,mgzai
sions—three armies—into the

southern breach, Nivelle hoped
in one swift stroke to
destroy the principal mass of
the German forces. Thus,
the primary object of the

FRENC
‘ T '415’"
3
British offensive would now Mmr:b;@

L2 2 % wMies FRENCH

be to draw away German
reserves immediately prior to the main French blow.
For this purpose Haig would be asked to strike on a
narrower front than previously intended, no eastward
thrust being made either by British or French from the
old Somme battlefield. The British would be asked, instead
of extending their attack to the Somme, to relieve south
of that river not only the Sixth French Army, but the
Tenth—thus taking over the French front as far as the
Amiens-Roye road.** Without this relief Nivelle could not
amass the twenty-seven divisions required for his grand
attack.

Having resolved on so important a change of the agreed
plan without consulting Haig, Nivelle had a difficult part to

20 That is, to the neighbourhood of St. Quentin,

eCambrai
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play in informing him. The British Commander-in-Chief
was not in any way subordinate to the French. By Kitchener'’s
instructions to Sir John French in 1914, the British leader
was to endeavour “to coincide most sympathetically with
the plans and wishes of our Ally,” but he was nevertheless
responsible to the British Government for the safety of the
B.E.F,, and would “in no case come in any sense under the
orders of any Allied general.” At a critical moment in the
retreat from Mons, when there seemed danger of divergent
action, the British Government had clearly shown its wish
that Sir John French should conform to the intention of
Joffre, and this indication doubtless influenced their subse-
quent relations. Haig’s natural good sense had rendered his
co-operation with Joffre almost perfect. It is true that the
French would have preferred that Haig’s command should be
recognised as that of a group of armies—similar to those of
Foch!* (Armies of the North) and Pétain (Armies of the
Centre) ; Foch himself, during the Battle of the Somme,
would rather have conferred with Haig on a footing of
formal equality.  Nevertheless, by the typically British
method of reliance solely on loyalty and good sense, expressed
in courteous letters and interviews, a large measure of
co-operation had been attained with a minimum of friction:
Haig voluntarily fell in with Joffre’s direction of the main
policy and arranged with Foch most of the details.*?

Briand and Joffre were aware that this was the only present
means of securing for the French commander the control of
Franco-British strategy. But the sudden appointment of
Nivelle had changed all that. The British force on the
Western Front was now approaching in numbers that of the
French;*® and Haig, who had been its Commander-in-Chief
when Nivelle was still only commanding an army corps, and
was at the end of 1916 to be given the rank of field-marshal,
was a firm believer in the wearing-down methods and plan of
Joffre.

11 Until December, when he was succeeded by Franchet d’Espérey.

2 Rawlmson also conferred with Foch, and with the commander of the Sixth
French Army. If Rawlinson had been entrusted, as was originally intended, with
the direction of the Fourth and Reserte Armies, his position would have been
more analogous to that of Foch.

38 0On Feb. 1 the French would (according to Gabriel Hanotaux, Histoire
INlustrée, Vol. 15, p. 157) have 109 divisions (1,300,000 men), and the British
58 (over 1,000,000). The British force would still be rapidly increasing. These
figures, though representing only the fighting divisions of infantry, furnish the
soundest basis for comparison,
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Haig, however, was capable of taking a hroad view, and
the changed scheme was by no means so contrary {o his
inclination as has sometimes heen supposed. Like Joffre, he
kept constantly in view the decisive stroke to which wearing-
down tactics were only preparatory. Indeed, Nivelle's notion
of a swift, powerful attack to break through and destroy a
main part of the German Army was in complete accordance
with the methods urged by Joffre in his letters of October
and his staff memorandum of December 16th.'*  The fact
that the French command was now ready to put even more
vigour into the French effort than in 1910 was encouraging,
and Nivelle’s scheme contained certain attractive modifica-
tions of the old plan. His main thrust would converge
towards Haig’s instead of proceeding side by side with it—
a change not without advantage, although the distance
between the two most powerful thrusts might rob the
manceuvre of its full effect. Haig was too big to mind playing
second fiddle to the French, if the general cause henefited
thereby.  Accordingly, when Nivelle immediately after
appointment visited him at Cassel and explained his intentions,
Haig at once agreed in principle to the changes. Ile men-
tioned to Nivelle the importance of later clearing the Belgian
coast, which was part of the general scheme approved hy
Joffre. To Nivelle this project was barely worth a thought—
the struggle would he decided before it came in question: but
he was ready to approve of it as a step to be taken if his
stroke failed or developed into a drawn-out hattle.

Haig was well satisfied with this agreement, but with one
detail of Nivelle’s plan he would not agree, since it would
render impossible the plan of later clearing the Belgian coast.
For that project he required (as Joffre had agreed) at least
twenty British divisions, and he could not provide these if
he extended his line, as Nivelle desired, to St. Quentin.  To
this request, therefore, he demurred.

Nivelle, to whom his own great project meant everything,
was deeply concerned at the prospect of its curtailment or
delay. He did not find it easy to oppose Haig in a personal

3 Mermeix, Gabriel Hanotaux, and General Mordacq treat the ** Instruction”
of Dec. 16 as genuinely representing the intentions of Joffre. Winston Churchill,
on the otil‘ier hand, holds that, though drawn up while Joffre still ruled, it was
mtended “to greet the advent of the mew chief.” It 15, of course, not impossible
that the attitude of Joffre in the last weeks of his command muy have been
nfluenced by the current popularity of Nivelle’s methods, hut the French writers
cited do not appear to entertain this suspicion,
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interview, but on December 21st, on his return to G.Q.G,,
he sent him a full explanation of his plan, and repeated his
request for the relief. At this point his letter, otherwise
courteously worded and purporting to be only a statement of
his * views,” tended to become more abrupt:

This relief should take place without any delay, under risk of

causmg serious delay to the preparation of our approaching operation;
I ask you therefore to carry it out on January 15th at latest.

He requested the earliest possible answer, and on December
25th Haig replied:

1 agree in principle with your proposals and am desirous of doing
all that I can to help you on the lines you suggest.

The only means which he could see, however, of relieving
the French as far as St. Quentin was to obtain from England
six additional divisions, and a definite answer must therefore
wait until these could be assured to him.

This attitude, though Haig did not in the least realise
it, was insupportable to a mind aflame with the belief that
the Verdun methods gave the key to victory, and that
impetuosity would break through where the dreadful slow
pressure of the Somme had failed. Nivelle was not strong
enough to make his radical differences of opinion clear to
Haig; but he was pledging himself to his French supporters
that there should be “no more Sommes.” So far as his
views were known to them, he had discarded all notion of
turning the offensive into ‘ wearing-down ” operations if the
attempt to break through failed—because it could not fail.
“Our method has been tested—victory is certain.” The
battle would proceed in accordance with a most elaborate
time-table, and success would be achieved in twenty-four
or, at most, forty-eight hours. If it were not (he told a
doubting Minister?®), he would close down the offensive.
Everything depended on the great stroke; yet here was
Haig arguing that the British must save certain divisions for
a later battle, and so forcing him to curtail the French
reserves for his great project.

Haig, though welcoming the increased scope of Nivelle’s
effort, and determined to do his utmost to ensure its
success, was far from a conviction that it would end the

15 See Ribot, Letters to a Fricnd, p. 174.
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whole struggle. He was not surc that Nivelle had the means
for accomplishing the great plan; he came to {fear the evident
lack of secrecy; and he himsclf tended strongly to the
opinion that so powerful an enemy as the Germans would
give way only if kept under tremendous pressure in the
intervals hetween successive strokes. Though he appreciated
the energy of Nivelle, he probably preferred the tactics of
Joffre. He felt it necessary to keep in view the later opera-
tions, and the verdict of history will probably support his
Scottish caution and refusal to swallow the whole plan pro-
posed by his colleague. Although it appears truce that Haig
himself was not swift of thought or capable of devising—
if indeed it was within human power to devise——that hrilliant
short cut to victory for which the nations in their agony
continually longed, still—as events were to prove—Nivelle's
plan gave no such short cut. Nivelle, however, finding the
time for preparation all too short, could not long tolerate
these delays. He appealed to the Trench Government for
pressure upon the British Ministry to instruct Ilaig to
conform.

The British Government had changed in December,
Lloyd George replacing Asquith as leader of the Coalition,
Whatever the intrigue which led to the displacement of the
veteran English leader by his Welsh Minister {for \War, the
change was welcomed by the army and nation. [For the
direction of its long, tense effort, the British Empire needed
at this stage Celtic imagination, passion, and vitality, rather
than Anglo-Saxon judgment and moderation. Towards the
end of 1916 the huge, apparently futile, losses on the Somme
had caused depression in England as well as in France. On
November 13th. two days before the Chantilly conference,
one of the Conservative leaders, Lord Lansdowne, in a
famous circular, had asked his colleagues of the Asquith
Ministry—* Can we afford to go on paying the same sort
of price for the same sort of gains?” If not, he argued, was
it not time to decide among themselves what terms of peace
the Empire would accept as embodying its demand for
“adequate reparation for the past and adequate sccurity for
the future ”?¢ There were indications that the other leaders
—for example, Balfour and even Churchill—while not as

3 The Prime Minister had declared that only on this basis could peace be aceepted.
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hesitant as Lansdowne, were deeply anxious as to the probable
result of this apparently endless expenditure of life and
money.

The wave of depression affected chiefly the intelligentsia,
but Lloyd George, then Secretary of State for War** had
considered it most dangerous, and to be * very peremptorily
stamped upon.”*® The new Prime Minister never ceased to
believe that by intelligent methods the war could be won,
and beyond question he furnished the British Empire with
the leadership which it now required. But he had the utmost
contempt for the strategy of the Somme;*® Haig’s cautious
Scottish methods he found depressing in the extreme. The
direction of British strategy in France, however, lay beyond
his power, and though he despised Haig’s leadership as
clumsy, unimaginative, and even murderous, and would gladly
have replaced him by a leader with natural powers more akin
to his own, this step—lacking the support of the army and
people—was out of the question.

The French Government’s request, therefore, resulted in
a conference, held on January 15th-16th in London, at which
Nivelle explained his plan to the War Committee of the
British Cabinet, and asked that the British should take over
his line as far as St. Quentin. Haig, who was present,
explained that this would necessitate the sending of six more
divisions from England or curtailment of the British part in
the offensive.

The British Prime Minister was already more disposed
to adopt the IFrench view than the British, and Nivelle, by
the force and lucidity of his explanation, captured the English
Ministers as completely as he had won the deputies who
visited him at Verdun. His plan was accepted; Lloyd George,
who had little confidence in Haig’s schemes, decided that
the line must be taken over as Nivelle desired, although,
through fear of an invasion of Great Britain, only two fresh
divisions could be promised to Haig. The battle must begin
when Nivelle wished it, by April 1st, Haig’s appeal that they
should wait for the Russian and Italian attacks in May being

" He had succeeded Lord Kitchener.

B Soldiers and Statesmen, by Sir William Robertson, Vol. I, p. 280.

* Lloyd George himself favouied at this period a proposal to cease attacking m

Ffra]ntc? and to crush Austria by a combined offensive from the north-eastern corner
of Ttaly.
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set aside. Haig was instructed to carry out the agreement
“both in the letter and in the spirit. . . . On no
account must the French have to wait for us owing to our
arrangements not being complete.”

The six extra divisions*® were eventually found for him,
and there for the moment the matter rested; but, according
to the French historian Mermeix, Lloyd George was so deeply
impressed by Nivelle that on February 15th, without the
knowledge of Haig or Robertson, he took the extreme step
of informing one of the French attachés at the War Office®
that, if necessary, the British Government would place the
British Commander-in-Chief—and with him, of course, the
British and dominion forces in France—under Nivelle’s
orders.®® The sequel of this suggestion will be mentioned in
its place.®

Nivelle’s plan was thus endorsed. All parties anticipated
that 1917 would bring a decision, but the British staff expected
that heavy fighting would continue through

ﬁz“ power—  spring and summer. For Britain’s part
6th Division guns and ammunition were now likely to be

sufficient, but the Army Council was much
exercised as to how long the full man-power of the
B.EF. could be maintained. It was therefore pressing
for the tightening of regulations under which numerous
“indispensables ” of all classes, including large sections of
workers, were exempted from conscription. Lloyd George,
now that he bore the chief responsibility, was more
sensitive as to the amount of pressure to which the
working classes would submit, and G.H.Q. was forced
to realise that its need for men would not be met until
it had made an effort to “comb out” its own depart-
ments in order to send to the front fit men who were
employed in offices at the rear. A rapid inspection by G.H.Q.
is said to have shown®* that between 100,000 and 200,000

20 The 37th, soth, and 66th, and the sth Canadian from England; the 42nd from
Egyp.t; and a Portuguese division. The 58th and 62nd had alrcady been
promised him; all the British divisions mentioned were Territorial.

# Major Bertier de Savigny.

2 Mermeix, Le Commandement Uni ue, p. 141; Soldi i
William Robertson, Vol 1T, pp. 2085, 0 10 Seldiers and Statesmen, by Sir

= See pp, 135-7.

'-;* Colonel Repington’s diary (The First World War,
487. The inspector was Lieut.-General H. M. Lawson.

1914-1918), Vol. I, p.
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men could be set free if women, unfit men, and additional
labourers from Africa or Asia were imported to take their
places. British labour battalions were already pouring into
France for work on railways and roads for the coming
offensive. Recruiting in China was extended. Companies of
German prisoners were to be employed more generally; and
a women’s corps—the W.A A.C.?*—was forthwith raised for
service at the bases and on lines of communication. It
nevertheless became evident in February that no steps then
taken could prevent the British Army from falling below
strength in 1917, and the Government had to contemplate—
though not yet to adopt—the measure already resorted to in
Germany and France of reducing the infantry battalions in
each division from twelve to nine.?

The A.LF., consisting as it did almost entirely of front-
line units, was at the moment little affected by the “comb
out.” TUnfit Australians were too highly paid to be retained
for work at British bases, and therefore, except for a mere
handful required at the A.I.F.’s English headquarters and
training dépéts and a few dozen at its base dépdts and head-
quarters in France, all permanent “unfits ” were marked for
earliest possible return to Australia. On the other hand, the
need to reach maximum strength this year caused the British
Government on February 1st*” to ask for the formation of a
sixth Australian division. At the same time New Zealand
was asked for “a division,” and Canada (which had four
in the field, and a fifth expected in France in March?®) for
* divisions.” The telegram to Australia ran:—

The possibility of raising further troops is being anxiously con-
sidered by His Majesty’s Government, and after passing in review
man-power of this country steps are being taken to secure still more
men for the army. Ministers may be interested to know that England,
Scotland, and Wales to 2nd December had already each furnished to
army over 17 per cent. of male population. His Majesty’s Government
are aware that last November your Government were doubtful whether
under conditions then obtaining it would be possible to maintain five
Australian divisions in the field. Nevertheless in view of the urgent

need for men they ask your Ministers to consider earnestly once more
possibility of forming at once a sixth Australian division. It is true

% Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps. It was under military discipline.

2 The pioneer battalions are not included. Germany, chiefly by cutting down all
her infantry divisions to the standard of nine battalions (three regiments), had
during 1916 formed over thirty new divisions.
¥ This was at the time when Haig was asking for extra divisions to enable
him to take over the French line as requested by Nivelle.

2 This division was not eventually sent as such.
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-that if this is done it will be several months before the new division
could be formed and transported to Europe, but as it is by no means
unlikely that the climax of the war will by that t1m<;_be imminent, {f
indeed it has not been reached, the opinion of our military advisers is
that it will be more to our advantage, after making due provision for the
forces already in the field, to raise additional fighting units than to
build up further reinforcements for an indefinite period.  These
additional units could at the worst be used as reinforcements.

Though we have not accurate figures, it appears on information
available that there are still over 350,000 men in Australia fit for general
service. Reinforcements for existing five divisions and mounted brigade
(sic) in Egypt for 12 months amount to, say, 140,000, towards which
a considerable number of convalescents who have once more become fit
for general service should be available.

Even if your Government should not see their way to raising a sixth
division complete in all respects, three additional infantry brigades,
with or without a proportion of the normal complement of the other
arms and services, would constitute a most valuable addition to the
fighting strength of the Imperial Army on the Western Front. It is
of vital importance that no time should be lost in forming whatever
new units your Ministers may consider it possible to raise in order that
they may reach this country during July at latest.

An early and favourable reply is hoped for by His Majesty’s
Government. .

This was followed on February 6th by a suggestion that, to
save time, the division should be formed in England, General
Birdwood making the arrangements as he had done for the
_4th and sth in Egypt, and beginning with the formation of
one brigade. On February 8th Sir William Robertson
reinforced the Government’s request in a message to the
Australian Prime Minister (W. M. Hughes):

Operations of the current year will be of supreme importance to
-ultimate issue of war. . . . A sixth Australian division, with or

without artillery, ready to take the field during July, would be invaluable
addition to fighting strength. . . .

It will be seen that this request involved a direct reversal
of the principle on which the Army Council had constantly
refused offers of new formations, including that of a sixth
Australian division*®*—that they should not be raised if this
would interfere with the adequate reinforcement of existing
divisions. As late as the autumn of 1916 the Army Council
had threatened to break up the 3rd Division because
reinforcements for the other four were running short.®
The reason for the change of policy was obvious. The
British staff now believed that the decisive struggle of the

®In May, 1916; see Vol. III, p. 156.
N See Vol. III, pp. 864-5, 866.
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war was in sight, and any reinforcement held back beyond
that time might be wasted. Russia not having then collapsed,
the expectation of a decision was reasonable, and the change
of policy probably justified. It was, however, to cause much
embarrassment to the Australian Government, which on
Feburary 15th agreed that the 6th Division should be formed
in England. The creation of a new Australian brigade, the
16th,3! was accordingly at once begun, most of the men being
those recovering from sickness or wounds. The Australian
units in France were now, after the quiet months of winter,
quickly regaining their full numerical strength, and even, in
some cases, overflowing. It was thus possible for a certain
number of officers and N.C.O’s to be sent to the 6th Division
from France, those being chosen who either needed rest or
deserved promotion but had no other present chance of it.
With most of the vast material preparation in France for
the coming offensive, the A.I.F. was only indirectly concerned.
The reorganisation of the railways under Sir Eric Geddes®:
only slightly affected the Fourth Army, and the making of
roads, provision of ammunition dépéts, and movement of
heavy artillery were outside the function of the A.ILF.*® Two
important changes, however, had to be carried out in the
Australian divisions. First, in order to set free part of the
field artillery to concentrate wherever required for offensive
action, irrespective of the movements of the divisions, the
field artillery of the B.E.F. was at this juncture reorganised,
infantry divisions being allowed only two field artillery
brigades instead of four, and a large pool of unattached
brigades, henceforth known as ““ army brigades,” being formed
for use by G.H.Q. wherever desired. At the same time all
field-artillery batteries were to be increased from four to six
guns. Thus the artillery of each division henceforth com-
prised two brigades with a total of 36 field-guns and 12
howitzers, while 44 army brigades (each of 18 field-guns and
6 howitzers) formed the pool. The increase in the size of
batteries was carried out in the A.LF., in general, by breaking

# The infantry consisted of the 6ist Battalion (N.S.W.), Lieut.-Col. \V. K. S.
Mackenzie, 6s5th (Vic.), Lieut.-Col. D. S. Wanliss; 6oth (Q’land and Tas.), Lieut.-
Col. A. V. Deeble; 7oth (S. Aust. and W. Aust.), Lieut.-Col. J. S. Denton. The
61st and 6sth would be expanded later into a N.S.W. and a Victorian brigade
respectively.

”Director-Gene;al of Transportation. His organisation also controlled the road
and canal traffic in the area behind the British front.

3 See Vols. II (pp. 395-8) and III (pp. 179-80).

3
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up the most recently-formed brigades.®*  Of the older
brigades the 3rd, 6th, and 12th now became army brigades,
and were thenceforth used by G.H.Q. wherever required,
though frequently with the Australian troops.

An important change was also made in the structure of
all British and colonial infantry battalions, the specialists—
bombers, scouts, Lewis gunners®*—being no longer retained
as separate bodies at battalion or company headquarters, but
distributed evenly through the platoons. At the same time
the form of attack was altered, the object being partly to
“ standardise ” the processes, partly to ensure the whole attack
escaping the enemy’s harrage, and partly to make each platoon
so self-sufficient that it could fight down points of opposition
as it went along. These reforms were based on the lessons
of Nivelle’s operations at Verdun, British officers being deeply
impressed with the new drill which the French infantry was
now vehemently practising for the coming offensive.3® The
new British drill was not formally authorised until February
14th, when the Australian divisions, being all in the front
line, had little opportunity to practise it. The first Dhattle
in which they were able to employ it effectively was
Messines.®

* An exception was made of two brigades of the 3rd Division, which had been
formed in Australia and were therefore assumed to be of special interest to the
Commonwealth authorities. With five howitzer batteries recently raised, the
:;'tr;l;erg'r igd:ixe .{}.{EF. sv.(iifﬂgled to form tv;o gnggd{:ds for llcaCh division and three
igades. gradual expansion of the field art LF. wi
be explained in an Appendix to Vol. V. artflery of the A.LF. will

% Lewis guns were to be increased to sixteen—that 1s four per company, except
B . B >
In pioneer battalions. Early in 1916 eight had bee : i
on; : S y 9 g! been allotted to each Australian

3 number had since been increased to i
had not immediately been possible. twelve, but the increase

% Major R. H. Oshorne (of Bangaroo, N.S.W.), an Australian
British_ cavalry, who was sent down from I Anzac ﬁeadquarters to sezﬁ:}fg I:"r;ex:l;lel
exercising, said on his return: “ They have us absolutely bheaten cold—both
weapons and system of attack.” The French were practising with sixteen auto-
n:iatzc rifles Tpeg company, which they were taught to fire from the hip as they
advanced. Their rifle-grenades had a range of 180 yards, and the infantry were
gx;:ixdeg tglththht]:L cgnfnon, z-<inch “ pom-poms.” Major Oshorne reported that the
dash eotres ea drgx'c infantry was admirable; they were planning to advance eight

% See Chapter XV. It i i i ice i i
Battie of nges Chaptor J‘{V;SI IStcl},‘l sr:;r)e effectively put into practice in the Third



CHAPTER II
THE WINTER ENDS. STORMY TRENCH

THE alteration of orders due to the abandonment of Joffre’s
plan and the adoption of Nivelle’s reached the several corps
of the Fourth British Army about January 2nd. For I Anzac
they involved an entire change in the main operations. The
Fourth Army, being now charged with a great extension of
front and only a minor offensive, ordered its left corps, III,
te hand over its trenches to its neighbour, I Anzac, and then
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Corps\
to relieve the French on the army’s right. I Anzac could
only hold the double line by putting in all its four divisions.
The winter scheme by which two divisions of each corps held
the line while the other two trained* was thus interrupted.
The projected offensive by the Fourth Army had been
cancelled. But the extension of I Anzac’s front brought the
two northern divisions of the Corps into the region of the
Fifth Army’s intended stroke against the German salient north
of the old Somme battlefield. The right flank of this attack
would be buttressed by the Australians thrusting to Loupart

1 The tours were about thirty days. The sth Division alternated with the 2nd,
and the 4th with the 1st. Thus the 5th Division held the line from Nov. 22 to
Dec. 23, and the 2nd from Dec. 23 to Jan. 18. For the purpose of training, the
corps_established during this winter four separate schools—for infantry, artillery,
signallers, and trench-mortar men, In addition, each division maintained a gas
school, an infantry school, and, till Jan 25, an artillery school. The function of
the divisional infantry schools was, first, to train platoon commanders and their
N.C.O’s, and, second, to train instructors. At the corps school each course lasted
a fortnight, during which time training was given in Lewis gunnery to 4 officers
and 160 men; Stokes mortars, z officers and 40 men; bombing, 2z officers and 16
men; observation, 2 officers and 8 men.

19
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Wood, a task which might well prove the most difficult ever
undertaken by them. In order to bring these then imminent
operations under a single command, the corps was transferred
on February 15th from the Fourth to the Fifth Army.
Haig’s intention of keeping the Germans on the Somme
under strain during the winter had now been reinforced by
a new motive—that of persuading the enemy that this would
still be the region of the Allies’ main thrust. It is true that
the French attack projected there in December? did not take
place, and that in December and part of January the mud
rendered infantry operations hopeless in some sectors, in-
cluding the I Anzac front® But the artillery, now furnished
with abundant ammunition, maintained incessant harassing
bombardment and from time to time violently * attacked”
trenches, roads, headquarters billets, and battery positions
known to be used by the enemy. In pursuance of this stern
policy, on Christmas day, at the hour when it was thought
probable that the Germans would be sitting down to their

2See p. 3.

3The I Anzac Corps was then holding with two divisions a line of about two and
three-quarter miles, bent round the ruins of Gueudecourt. The manner in which
the Iine was held late in the winter and the nature of the activity are well recorded
in the diary of Lieut. W. D. Joynt, 8th Battalion. During the relief of the III
Corps (Jan. 26) his company moved up to take over from part of the Border Regi-
ment a sector slightly east of * The Maze.” Leaving huts at Bazentin-le-Petit at
3.30 p.m., they marched (by platoons in file) to the crest of the ‘‘ Second-Line”
Ridge near * High Wood,” waited there till dusk, and then, in small patties of
about ten in file, continued down the long slope visible to the enemy. The ground
was covered with frozen snow, and the ice-coating on the duckboards made walking
difficult. _ They found that the front line was held by a series of posts, fifty yards
apart. Each post consisted of an N.C.O. and six men. Two platoons thus spaced
out, with a Lewis gun on each flank, held the front line, a third platoon was in close
support, and another in remoter support was sheltered in two deep dugouts. A
third deep dugout was occupied bg company headguatters and also by the company
cooks. The coke of the cooks’ braziers rendered the atmosphere of this dugout
highly poisonous, but the arrangement enabled a hot meal to be sent at least once
daily to the men in the posts. The only time when the posts could be visited was
at night; the only approach was over the open under the eyes of the enemy posts
about 280 yards farther on. Being placed by the company commander (Lieut.
J. E. T. Catron) in charge of the line for eighteen hours, Joynt’s duty was to move
all night along the outpost-line.  The mght was_ bitterly cold—his breath froze on
his muffler—but the position was rather tense and interesting by reason of the fact
that the line was quite unprotected by wire (except for a single strand stretched
to prevent men from walking by mistake to the enemy’s line). The enemy could,
therefore, have attacked at any moment without bombardment; yet it was the enemy
garrison that appeared the more nervous, continually throwing flares.  The policy
of the Australian troops—as throughout their service, from the days of the Landing
onwards—was to send up no light, but allow the enemy to illuminate No-Man's
Land. At night each post had two sentries, one observing over the front of the
post, the other keepmg watch to 1its rear, and the men were not allowed ta sleep;
their officer, walking between the posts, would occasionally climb down out of the
bitter wind and have a talk to them. By day only one sentry in_each post observed,
and the other men slept. The 8th (which, in spite of having absorbed large drafts
of reinforcements, a peared to Joynt to be then soaring in spirits and morale) was
perfectly confident that it could beat off any attack. The German snipers seemed
quiet, but the British and Australian artillery never missed a chance of teasing and

tormenting the enemy night and day with sudden bursts of fire; the German
usually contented himself with firing some heavy shells each morning, and using
his trench-mortars throughout the day.
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midday feast, every gun of the Fourth and Fifth Armies fired
two rounds at the points where the enemy’s troops and staffs
might be foregathering.* The fraternisation which had marked
the Christmas of 1914, and to some extent that of 1915, was
entirely absent in 1916. The commencement of the Germaa
new year—II p.m., by British time, on December 3Ist—was
marked by another bombardment.

On January 14th the wet weather which had prevailed
since October gave way to bitter frosts, followed on the 17th
by a heavy fall of snow, which lay frozen on the ground for
exactly a month.®> This entirely changed the conditions of
the battlefield. Far from increasing the men’s sufferings, the
frost proved an immediate alleviation. The ground was dry,
and trench-walls, frozen hard, ceased to fall in. Men could
move and stamp their feet without creating a quagmire. The
number of trench-feet cases in the Fourth Army, aiter an
initial increase, fell away.® It is true that there were certain
inconveniences—the only feasible method of entrenching was
now to tunnel beneath the hard-frozen surface and then break
open the top. Moreover, the figures of men at night showed
up so plainly against the snow that patrols had eventually to
be furnished with white overalls. Above all, as any mark of
trafic now showed darkly in air-photographs, both sides

4+ While this ruthlessness was logical and consistent with the great plan of cam-
paign, it was entirely contrary to the general feeling of the British troops, which
was by no means opposed to *“ disgracing ’ Christmas by exhibitions of brotherliness
and good humour. To many the thought of what the Christmas celebration meant
made Haig’s order for this bombardment strongly repugnant. “I don’t know that
I'm altogether in love with it myself,” said General Legge to one who visited his
headquarters before it was to commence. The histories of the 4th (Prussian) Guard
Division and sth Guard Grenadier Regiment do not record that the bombardment
did any harm. But it was certainly one of those events which rendered fighting
meré scegtical and cynical concerning the tenets of that Christianity which both sides
professed.

5See Vol. XII, plates 282, 286. The conditions at this time were described by
Sergeant E. W. Simon, 15th Battalion, as follows: ‘ Our rations came to Bull's
Trench in bags of ten, per mules, and were carried thence by human mules. No
water was brought, but the ice in the shell-holes was melted to obtain water. ..
An axe would soon be the means of filling the dixies with hunks of ice. One big
shell-hole in Bull’s Trench contained lovely clear water under . . . eight inches
of 1ce. We used 1t for tea several days until one chap noticed a pair of boots
sticking out . . . and discovered that they were attached to a boc:l[y. ...
Many people here say it is the coldest winter they ever experienced. filled my
waterbottle at Mametz at midday with boiling hot tea, and when I reached Bull’s
Trench at 5 p.m. it was frozen. One would open a tin of fruit or meat to find
ice inside, or see liquid, spilled on his coat, freeze in a minute. The bread came
frozen so hard that an ordinary knife made hardly an impression on it, and we
.. broke it instead. Each man was supplied with two pair of gloves—one
worsted pair, and ‘trench’ gloves lined with wool. .  We generally managed
to sleep warm by sleeping close together and sharing blankets—each man carried
t‘go.t The col,sl, however, was far preferable to the mud. . . . We could move
about. .

¢ The Australian divisions were no longer especially prominent in the weekly lists
of trench-feet cases. _About this time a new treatment, practised by the French,
was introduced in the Fourth Army, and the use of whale-oil temporarily abandoned.
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ascertained which of their enemy’s trenches were garrisoned,
where his posts were placed, and by what tracks he reachfed
them. The artillery thus checked its lis_t of targets, and its
harassing fire on both sides became notlceably more precise.
This was more keenly felt by the Germans, since the British
had more ammunition. .

The troops gradually reacted to the br1ghtness_ gf the frosty
days, the freshness of the air, the improved provision of duck-
board walks, revetments, light railways, trench tramways, deep
dugouts, and—behind
the old Second-Line

Ridge — hutted
camps.” Meals were
rnow brought to the Gueudec%ﬁr

front line, in food-
containers, from kit-
chens not far in
rear. That journey
was no longer a
nightmare  struggle
with the mud. The
duckboard tracks lay
on the long open
slope, fully exposed
te fire, but that risk
was far preferred to the old conditions. To avoid the most
dangerous part of the slope in the left sector, a mile-long
tunnel was begun,® but only goo yards had been completed
when, through taking over the III Corps sector, the I Anzac
Corps had to divert its troops to other works and the scheme
was abandoned. So different were the conditions from those
of the autumn that on February 3rd Brigadier-General Elliott
petitioned the commander of the 5th Division that his brigade,
the 15th (Victoria), might be allowed to prolong its stay in

?For the initial scheme of these various works, see Vol. III, pp. 922-5.

8 The tunnel was suggested by Colonel Nicholson of the 1st Pioneer Battalion as
an approach to the left sector (held alternately by the 1st and 4th Divisions). It
was to take a Decauville tramway and foot passengers from the valley 1n advance
of Delville Wood to a point beyond the north-eastern corner of Flers, slightly over
a mile. Work continued from the end of November until Jan. 9. The plan was to
sink twenty shafts so as to work on a large number of * faces” simultaneously.
Birdwood suggested that a simular tunnel might be cut in the right sector (sth and
2nd Divisions) also, if a similar series of shafts could have been put down in that
area.  This, however, was impracticable.  ** Nicholson’s Tunnel ” was driven as
far as “ Gap Trench,” and was eventually used for underground cables. Had the

original plans for the spring offensive been adhered to, it would probably have been
completed.

Railway system in I Anzac sector, Feb, 1917.
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the line in order to complete its scheme of works. All the
battalion commanders, he wrote, desired this. The men were
healthy, the shelling not severe.

If you can see your way to allowing the brigade to remain con-
tinuously in the line until it asks to be relieved, which will be done
immediately the men appear to be suffering in health or getting stale,
I feel convinced you will benefit by having in this part of the line at
least a condition of things which you may with pride bring corps or
army representatives to view.?

His men spoke of this action as a most inconvenient crank
of “the old Brig.,” but it is significant that he retained their
{ull affection.

Beyond question, the troops of the I Anzac Corps in this
cold weather recovered their elasticity, faster, perhaps, than
either they or their officers realised at the time.  For units
in rest the excellent provision of Christmas fare by the
Comforts Fund, organised recreations, and even the occasional
snowballing and sliding on the frozen ponds, the detaching
of men to schools, the re-establishment of officers’ messes in
the battalion camps—all these had their effect. =~ The morale
of the troops was also improved by a sympathetic quality in
Rirdwood’s administration. It gradually became known, for
example, that in certain instances in which several brothers
had enlisted and only one survived, he had allowed the sur-
vivor to return to the parents or family.

The winter also saw extensive changes in the commands
of the A.IF. This was due to several causes. First, it was
now recognised that it should in no way be counted against
a commander if, after a year or two’s service under in-
cessant pressure, his mental energy showed signs of flagging.
Accordingly the practice was instituted of sending even highly
valued leaders to England for a period of service at the A.LF.
training dépdt, after which they were re-employed in high
positions in France®  Second, certain officers after pro-
longed trial were held to lack, or to have lost, some quality
essential for command at the front. This was believed to be

¢ This brigade established a permanent works party of 50 men from each of its
battalions, under Major H. G. L. Cameron. They camped at the * Miller’s Son >
dugout, close behind the front-line system Placing his kitchens in this dugout,
Elliott endeavoured to provide his men with three hot meals daily.

*For example, Brig.-General Sinclair-MacLagan, who had commanded the 3rd
Brigade since the Landing, was sent for a rest to Salisbury Plain. He was suc-
ceeded in the 3rd Brigade on Dec. 3 by Lieut.-Col. H. Gordon Bennett—the young
Australian who had guided the 2nd Brigade in the Second Battle of Krithia.
Bennett held this command until the end of the war.
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the case with Generals Legge of the 2nd Division and M’Cay
cf the sth. In such cases it was dangerously easy for the
commander of the A.LF. to take advantage of the ill-health
to which almost every middle-aged man was subject at some
time during this winter, and to relieve a leader purely on that
ground. That method, however, could not fail to have
awkward consequences when medical boards in England pro-
nounced these officers fit to resume their duties at the front.
By February there had accumulated in London a number of
Australian generals who had been thus discarded, but who
were possessed of considerable influence and not at all
prepared to accept the situation without protest. ~ On the
recommendation of Brigadier-General Anderson (then Com-
mandant, Administrative Headquarters, A.LLF.)—and against
that of General Birdwood—M’Cay was chosen by the Aus-
tralian Government to replace Sir Newton Moore as G.O.C.
of the dép6ts near Salisbury.’*  White had to be sent over
to England to intimate frankly the decisions which it would
have been better for General Birdwood to have explained
.openly before they left France?

A third cause of change in command was pressure irom
the Australian Government, which in a cablegram reiterated
its wish that, where possible, A.L.F. commands should be given
to Australians. Birdwood, though naturally reluctant to part
with leaders who had served the A.LF. particularly well, was
prepared to uphold the Australian policy. Thus General Cox,
‘the veteran Anglo-Indian who had splendidly commanded the
4th Division, was in January appointed military secretary to
the India Office with the rank of lieutenant-general, Brigadier-
General William Holmes, of the 5th Brigade, succeeding him
in command of the 4th Division. As M’Cay and Legge left
their divisions on the 18th and 28th respectively, leaders had
tc be found within a fortnight for three Australian divisions.
The 2nd was allotted to Brigadier-General Smyth, the quiet,

“ Birdwood had a high opinion of M’Cay’s capacity for training, and would from
the first have been willing to give him general command of the A.L.F. in England
He recognised, however, that Anderson would not have agreed.

* The difficulty was increased by the fact that not infrequently Birdwood, being
anxious to soften the fall of officers thus dispensed with, gave them letters—no
-doubt intended for use in Australia—stating that there was nothing against their
-conduct, and that their command had been completely satistactory. This may have
been true in the sense that no definite failure could be charged against them, but
it was hardly fair to the Com_monvgealth Government, which, on their return, was
~thus led to entrust them with high responsibilities for which some were quite
-unsuited. When confidence in a senior officer was lost, the best course would have
1Deen frankly to displace him.
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cool Anglo-Egyptian who had commanded the 1st Brigade
since before Lone Pine*® The 5th Division would possibly
have gone to Gellibrand of the 6th Brigade had he not then
been in hospital at Amiens. As it was, it fell to Brigadier-
General Hobbs, who from the beginning of the war had
commanded the 1st Division’s artillery.  During part of the
winter Hobbs had acted temporarily on Birdwood’s staff as
artillery commander. Both Birdwood and White had been
impressed by his knowledge and capacity. This acquaintance
had also removed an impression that he was weak, probably
due to his slightness of bodily frame and his hesitation in
speech. His success with the staff of the sth Division'* was
instantaneous ; he secured the affection which had been denied
to M’Cay, and capably led the division until raised to command
of the corps shortly after the Armistice.
It remains to describe the minor attacks carried out during
the late winter on the I Anzac front in order to keep the
) enemy under strain. On January 10th
Minor General Rawlinson of the Fourth Army asked
operations ) N
the corps to adopt a more offensive attitude.
The German 4th Ersatz Division, which faced it, was con-
sidered a poor one. Birdwood suggested a number of small
operations in those sectors in which No-Man’s Land was
not too wide and some German salient tempted attack.
Accordingly, on January 3ist, I Anzac, which had now
extended its left over the old III Corps front, was allotted
the following tasks:

(1) To capture a German salient (“Cloudy Trench”) on rising
ground north-east of Gueudecourt.

(2) To capture the southern part of “Finch Trench,” west of Le
Transloy. (The 29th Division, attacking with two battalions, had on
January 27th captured “Landwehr” and “Landsturm” Trenches im-
mediately south of this point, taking 370 prisoners.)

(3) To capture the Butte of Warlencourt. (This had been raided
in the small hours of January 3oth by the 1s5th Scottish Division;
17 prisoners of the 1st Guard Reserve Regiment were taken, and
dugouts destroyed.)15

13 Smyth was temporarily succeeded in the st Brigade by Colonel Blamey (lately
commander of the 2nd Battalion, and G.S.O. 1 of the 1st Division). On Jan. 27,
Brig.-General Lesslie, the officer of Birdwood’s staff whose work on Anzac Beach is
mentioned in Vols. I end II of this history, was_appointed to the command. In
the sth Brigade Holmes was succeeded by Colonel R. Smith from the 22nd Battalion
(6th Brigade).

4 It had just been reinforced by an able A.A. & Q.M.G., Colonel J. H. Bruche,
newly arrived from Australia.

. ¥ Two companies of the 8/10th Gordon Highlanders carried out the attack dressed
in white overalls.  Their division was then temporarily under the command of
I Anzac pending relief by the znd Australian Division.

4
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The numbered arrows mdicate the projected operations

(4) To capture “The Maze”—the complicated little salient near
Eaucourt-I'Abbaye unsuccessfully attacked by the 2nd Australian
Division on November sth and 14th.18

(5) To capture “ Stormy Trench,” north of Cloudy Trench (which
would have been seized by Operation No. 1). This attack must be
prepared by March 1st.

To these were added, on February sth:

(6) To capture “ Sunray Trench” (east of Cloudy Trench).

(7) To capture the northern part of Finch Trench (see No. 2 above).

From February 3rd all the divisions of the corps were in
the line, each arranging its own reliefs. The operations on
Cloudy and Stormy Trenches would fall to the 4th Division;
the capture of the Butte to the 2nd; that of The Maze to the
ist; that of Finch and Sunray Trenches to the sth.

General Holmes, on taking the 4th Division into the line
in the second week of January, readily agreed with the sug-
gestion for the capture of Stormy Trench—a name which in
these operations was applied to Cloudy Trench also. As a
brigade commander he had reconnoitred this salient. It lay
only 100 yards in front of the junction of the 4th and sth
Divisions, on a neck of one of the shallow spurs leading to
the valley before Bapaume. Beyond it was a depression into
which the Australians could not see. It was therefore a position
of some advantage, but too close to be bombarded with safety.

6 See Vol. III, pp. 911-5, 928-35.
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Holmes at first thought of a *‘silent ZmtiigeZrs. - »~
raid,” to be made at dawn on January & -744[1’/. S
17th.  General Smyth,™ however, g
pointed out that in front of the
salient lay a certain amount of wire, T RH
which must be cut by treth- /5“99" ecBTF’
mortars, whose emplacements, like 4 /)5«
many other works in the neighbour- # ’V/ Torg
hood, were waterlogged. Holmes’s s 5 ﬂl\(;;”mf»w
trench-mortars could not begin their s
work till the weather changed. As 400 yards of trench
were to be seized, Smyth recommended that the assault
should be made by one battalion under a barrage.

The frost entirely changed the conditions. By January
30th the 2-inch mortars of X4A Battery had been emplaced,
and the 15th Battalion (Queensland and Tasmania) had been
ordered to make the attack at 7 p.m. on February 1st, after
a two-minutes barrage. There would be a half-moon, setting
about 2 a.m., and the object of the barrage was to keep down
the Germans while the attacking parties emerged to cross
No-Man’s Land. The assembly would be difficult, the Aus-
tralian front trench (“ Grease” and “ Shine ” Trenches) not
being continuous. It was accordingly arranged that the right
wing for the attack, half-a-company (3 officers and 70 others)
under Captain Dunworth, should lie all day in a forward
trench®® which could not
be safely approached by
day. The left wing, a com-
pany (3 officers and 150
others) under  Major
Mundell,*® could reach its
assembly position (Grease
Trench) unseen at dusk.

Patrols of the sth

Division had reported the \ Dunwor/h
entanglement protecting the g 400 ards
pOInt a'nd eastern side of Occupied trenches are shown by
the salient to be three feet thack black Lines.

3 Smyth’s division, the 2nd, held the right divisional sector till the middle of
January, when it was relieved by the sth.

8 This was dug by the neighbouring 15th Brigade.

¥ Major W. T. Mundell, 15th Bn. Commission agent; of Moonee Ponds, Vic.;
b. South Melbourne, 17 Nov. 1889. Died of wounds, 19 Aug., 1917.
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high and fifteen deep, consisting of three rows of “barrel-
rolled ” wire. On January 3oth when, under cover of a
field-artillery “shoot,” the trench-mortars attempted for an
hour to cut it, the officer-in-charge?® reported the attempt a
failure, many of the “ plum-pudding ” bombs bOunging off the
frozen ground and bursting in the air, and some falling danger-
ously short. Next day the attempt was repeated, but the
ammunition appeared to have been affected by the weather, and
the seventeenth round fell just outside the emplacement of the
mortar and burst, killing or wounding the crew.? As parts
of the wire were still uncut, heavy artillery was turned on it
next day, by request of Brigadier-General Brand.

At 658 pm., an hour after dusk, the eighteen-pounders
fired a few rounds at a more distant trench to warm their
barrels, and at 7 the barrage came down on Cloudy Trench,
the artillery of the divisions to right and left bombarding
other points to divert the enemy’s attention. It so happened
that the 12th Brigade of the 4th Division’s field artillery had
just been taken out of the line for reorganisation as an
“army " brigade, and the artillery covering the attack was thus
not over-strong. The 15th Battalion was, however, reported
at this stage to be well pleased with the barrage, and the main
party under Major Mundell, leaving its trench and advancing
thirty yards while the guns still fired on the German trench,
rushed the western part of the position as they lifted, and,
as usual when the advance was so swift, took the enemy
entirely by surprise, capturing most of the garrison—including
two company commanders—in their dugouts. The troops on
the right, under Dunworth, found themselves faced by uncut
wire. They lay down, threw bombs into the trench, and
eventually retired. carrying their wounded.  Dunworth,
however, had an hour previously reported the state of the
wire, and Colonel McSharry?? had accordingly ordered one of
the right platoons to join the left party.2* This platoon, under

® Laeut. W. H. McPherson, M.C.; 4th Div. Artillery. Overseer; of Hyde Park,
S. Aust.; b. Walkerville, S. Aust., 8 Dec., 1888.

# The ammunition had been stored at the front by the 1st Division. Bombardier
J. C. Smart was killed, and Gunners M. Collins and S] Lamb wounded, the latter
mortally.  (Smart belonged to Sydney and Dubbo, N.S.W.; Collins, who was killed
in action on 27 Sept., 1918, to Terowie, S. Aust.; and Lamb to Dollar, Vic.)

2 The same who had been adjutant at inn’s Post wh 9 ined it;
see Vo Tg. 500 B heen 2 ju at Quinn’s Post when the Turks mined i

23 The right party thereafter comprised fift d 8 cth d
fifteen under Lieut. T. B. Heffer &f Mosmaet?,ﬂ &ngnwu;l er Capt. Dunworth, an
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Lieutenant Domeney,?* on entering the trench bombed towards
the right, seized part of the right party’s objective, blocked
the trench, and held the flank.?*® Major Mundell’s party had
already secured and barricaded the left.

The trench had been easily captured, its garrison showing
such poor spirit as to arouse some contempt among their
ceptors. Three deep dugouts—in one of which Mundell
placed his headquarters—were found, and many small shelters,
and large quantities of bombs.*®  Chiefly by means of this
supply the Queenslanders, after a long fight, beat down a
bombing counter-attack on their left, and the trench was
consolidated.  Several Lewis gunners were sent out in
advance, but, partly through danger from the shells of their
own side, were afterwards withdrawn. Mundell sent back
for bombs every man he could spare, and a third company of
the 15th and forty men of the 14th assisted with the carriage
of ammunition and food. The German barrage, which at
7.15 fell on No-Man’s Land and about the old front line, was
severe, and continued so, causing heavy casualties among these
parties. At 1.55 the Germans again counter-attacked, and
Mundell fired the S.O.S. signal—at that time, a rifle-grenade
emitting two red and two green lights. The artillery re-
opened at once, and the attack was beaten off. McSharry had
just received a message from Mundell saying that the position
was safely held, and asking for a box of cigarettes, when, at
4.4 a.m., the S.0.S. signal was again sent up. It was repeated
at intervals, but not until 4.50, when it was sent up from
battalion headquarters, did the artillery observe it2* The
barrage then fell, but, according to Mundell’s infantry, neither
then nor at any other time did it appear heavy enough to
prevent a well-organised counter-attack. The combined
artillery of the 4th and 5th Divisions during this fight fired

2t Capt. W, L. E. Domeney, M.C.; r5th Bn. Telegraph linesman; of Flowerpot,
Tas.; b. Hobart, 18 Jan., 1803.

25 They did not, however, get as far as was originally intended. A party of
the 58th (two sergeants and forty men under Lieut. R. H. Hooper) had begun a
trench to connect the 15th Brigade’s left flank with the right of the 1sth Battalion’s
objective. As the latter was not seized, the work had to be stopped.

20 Seven cases of stick-bombs and 200 egg-bombs_were found. ~On the left a
communication trench led to the German rear. It was explored by Lieut. W.
Murdoch (of Irvinebank, Q’land), and proved to contain many dugouts. He
eventually came up against Germans, who with bombs stopped his progress.

# 4.4 am, is the time given by Col. McSharry. He says that the signal was
repeated at 4.15 and 4.20. The 4qth Brigade diary says 4.30, and that of the 4th
Div. Artillery 4.40. The report of the artillery commander says 4.50 and 4.53.
Whatever the reason for these discrepancies, the cause of the first signal being un-
answered was apparently the defective nature of the S.0.S. device, some of the
coloured lights failing to burn.
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only 8,600 shells, little more than would be used in a trench-
raid. Undoubtedly the batteries were for some reason anxious
about their ammunition supply.?®*  Unfortunately, also, both
the Stokes guns supporting the attacking troops were destroyed
by German shells, and the officer-in-charge of them, Lieutenant
Robin,?® was killed.

Before the artillery opened, the infantry had been driven
out of the trench which it had held all night. What had
happened there was briefly as follows. In the small hours,
the moon having sunk and thick darkness set in, the German
artillery began to bombard the right of the captured position.
A few minutes after 4—about the time when the morning
telegram went from corps to army reporting the trench safely
held—the weary Queenslanders observed a number of men
moving along the enemy’s support trench (part of Sunray
Trench) towards the right. The S.O.S. signal was fired
without response.  The slight artillery-fire which, in answer
to Mundell’s requests, had been maintained on the German
avenues of approach was insufficient to stop the advance.
The enemy swung round, came up the depression, and ficrcely
bombed the Australian right. Rifles were useless, and the
German barrage, now very severe and coming from three
sides, rendered the bomb-supply precarious.  Nevertheless
bombs were hurried to the right, and the German egg- and
stick-bombs found in the trench were used up. The right
gave way, and, with the Germans now bombing hoth that
flank and the centre, the Queens- \g,
landers were forced back, some of
them still fighting, across No-Man’s 7
Land.®* The Vickers and Lewis guns"‘%‘i\"xa
had first been safely withdrawn, but a . &7
remnant of the troops was caught still < -&}'/Q

4

fighting in the trench and captured® § 00 ards

28 Early in the night, on receiving a report of bombing on the left, the supporting
batteries, which had previously eased down, quickened for a time their rate of fire.
But at 4.25 a.m., when Col. McSharry rang up the artillery and asked why 1t was
not firing, he was told that it_had received no special call and that there must be
a_limit to the expenditure. It was subsequently stated that after this fight some
of the. guns were th}nn six rounds of the end of their supply.

® Lieut. J. K. Robin, M.C.; 4th L.T.M. Bty. Bank clerk; of Kensington, S.
Aust.; b. St. Peters, S. Aust,, 21 Oct, 1887. "Killed in action, 2 Feb., 1017,

. % Upon the falling back of the right, a party under Sergt. E. W. Simon con-
tinued to resist when a bomb burst in its midst. A private, ‘‘ Paddy ”’ Lennan
(of Tamworth, N.S.W.), struck down and lying wounded on the bhottom of the
trench, continued to urge the .men. ‘“Here are some bombs in this bag! Stand
and fight like men! I}Iever mind me.” He was captured, and died ten days later.
# With them was Lieut. W. Murdoch, who had been wounded in the head.
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The 15th Battalion lost in this action 144 officers and men,
of whom 42 were missing. General Holmes held that the
reverse was due to the Lewis guns not having been maintained
in advance of the captured trench. The retirement of the right
party also gave rise to a general impression that the operation
had been half-hearted. The German account, however, made
available since the war, entirely refutes this theory and confirms
the infantry’s statements as to the weakness of the barrage.

The report of the Guard Reserve Corps, after accurately describing
the attack, says that an immediate counter-attack by elements of the
362nd LR. was beaten off by the Australians with Lewis gun fire. A
second attempt to counter-attack was also baulked by their watchful-
ness. Finally, the artilleries of the 4th Guard and 4th Ersatz Divi-
sions were concentrated upon the salient; the 362nd LR. was ordered
to counter-attack from the west, and the 360th, with a detachment of
“storm troops,”32 from the east. The Australian artillery barrage
was not sufficient to prevent the counter-attack from getting through.33
The Australians’ position, the report says, was now very critical; they
had run out of bombs, their signal flares were wet, their machine-
guns had been put out of action, their runmers could not get alive
through the barrage. The artillery of both sides (so the captured
Australians said) was falling on their trench. A further supply of
bombs came, but there was no hope of holding the position. The
362nd pressed in from the west, but the storm troops in their first
onslaught suffered heavy loss,®¢ and they continued to meet with stiff
resistance.  Eventually, after silencing two machine-guns with bombs,
they began to make good headway, inflicting many casualties. The
Australians, driven into a short length of trench, attempted to flee
across the open No-Man’s Land, and were cut down by machine-guns.
The Germans claim to have captured an officer and 25 men. They
themselves lost 163, of whom 2 officers and 42 men were missing.
The losses of the two sides were thus about equal.

Three nights later the sth Australian Division was to
undertake, on the extreme right of the Amnzac front, task
No. 2 on the list already given, the capture of “ Finch” and
“Orion ” Trenches. The 4th Brigade arranged to repeat the
attempt upon Stormy Trench at the same date and hour—
10 pm. on February 4th. The task was given to the 13th
Battalion (New South Wales). Notice was short,?® but
pains were taken to avoid the mistakes previously made. The

3 Troops specially trained and reserved for the purpose of making assaults. They
were usually a divisional organisation.

% This is implied in the German account of the fighting on Feb. 4 (see p. 37).

3t A German captured on a later date said that the ‘“ storm ” detachment of the
362nd attacked, but failed in 1its first attempt through lack of support.

3 Colonel Durrant of the 13th did not hear of the intended operation until 8 p.m.
on Feb. 3. At a conference of his company commanders two hours later, he ex-
plained tge plan. A second conference was held on the afternoon of Feb. 4.
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attack was to be delivered this time by four companies of
the 13th, with one of the 14th in support,®® and advantage
was taken of an impending relief of an artillery brigade®” to
have both the outcoming and incoming brigades in position,
thereby much increasing the number of guns for covering the
new attempt. Moreover, to meet the chief danger—the in-
evitable German counter-attack—no less than 12,000 bombs
were carried forward to the “ jumping-off ” position (Grease
Trench) and another 8,000 were stored at battalion head-
quarters (the “ Chalk Pit”) close behind the line. Every-
one of the thirty-six bombers of each company carried twenty
bombs or more, and every company was also followed by
twenty carriers, each with twenty-four bombs. Moreover, the
rest of the infantry, wearing greatcoats against the bitter cold,
carried in the pockets more bombs than usual. Thus in the
company led by Captain Murray (of Poziéres fame),*® each
rifleman carried six grenades, the whole company taking 2,040.
As the enemy was reported to have outranged the 15th by
using egg-bombs, there were provided 1,000 rifle-grenades,
which would far outrange egg-bombs. The troops were care-
fully tutored. All company commanders, junior officers, and
N.C.O’s reconnoitred No-Man’s Land, Murray with some of
his scouts crawling all over it and examining the enemy’s wire.
To avoid noise during assembly, the men’s feet were muftled
with sandbags, and, to keep the Lewis guns from freezing, the
gunners smeared the parts with kerosene. The plans for
the artillery, except as to its strength, were much the same as
before.  The troops were in magnificent spirit.  Eight of
the 13th, who were due for their London leave on February
3rd, insisted on staying to take part; and Lieutenant Kell,*

ill with dysentery, left his bed in order to enter the fight with
Murray’s company.

38 Col. Durrant was given permission to pick any company of the 4th Brigade to
support him.  He chose Captain Hansen’sp of 1:11ey 14.1:h.p }"I‘he satis‘f‘action gof this
company was extreme; its men spent hours cleaning and oiling their rifles, attending
to their bombs% and otherwise ensuring that they should deserve the honour—which
they did. Unfortunately the gallant Hansen, a church worker before the war, and

one who throughout the war controlled his men by his acts rath i
was mortally wounded in the action. v rather than by his words,

37 The 6th (Army) A.F.A. Brigade was relieving the 1oth A.F.A. Brigade.
3 See the account of the rzth Battalion’
o5, 765, Tasaeaunt of th 3 attalion’s attacks on Mouquet Farm, Vol. III,

% Capt. R. H. Kell, 13th Bn. Bank clerk; ? i i
NS A Ry Sydneg, y hg 8?.92. erk; of Hunter’s Hill and Merriwa,
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The attack projected by the sth Division that night fell
through, its objective*® having been abandoned by the Germans
after the 2gth Division’s successful operation on January 27th.
There was, however, no lack of operations to divert the
enemy’s attention. The same morning, on the left of I Anzac,
the Royal Naval Division (II Corps) attacked “ Puisieux™
and “River” Trenches and captured most of its objective.
That night, when the 13th Battalion attacked, the artillery of
the 1st Australian Division feinted an assault upon The Maze,
and the 2nd and 18th British Divisions (II Corps) raided the
enemy opposed to them.

At dusk the portions of the two companies of the 13th
holding the front of attack were reinforced by their remaining
platoons. Each then closed in to its left and the other two
companies came up into the intervals, and lay silently waiting
for “zero” hour. Owing to the bitterness of the night, this
was one of the occasions on which a rum ““issue ¥ was—with
entire justification—made to troops about to attack, the jars
being passed quietly along the line as it lay in the snow.#
All four companies were to advance in a single wave, the
Lewis gunners and bomb carriers following on the heels of
this line. The assembly was again difficult by reason of the
front trench not being continuous; on the right a platoon of
Murray’s company had to start from Shine Trench, 100 yards
farther back than the rest.
Moreover, the moon was
full, and in places men had
tc be trickled into the front
trench in twos and threes tc
avoid giving warning of the
operation. Thus on the left
Lieutenant Bone’s*? company
was not all through when,
at 9.58, the barrage fell.
He led the rest straight out,
and caught up the advancing line; the platoon from Shine
Trench, hurrying forward, also managed to take up its proper

‘“}fitx)uch Trench. Its abandonment was discovered by patrols of the 14th Brigade
on Feb. 2.

4 One company, however, lost half its supply through the rum-jar breaking.

4 Capt. W. S. Bone, M.C.; 13th Bn. Accountant; of Longueville, N.S.W.; b.
Aramoho, N.Z., 3 June, 1888.



34 THE ALF. IN FRANCE [4th Feb., 1917

alignment. ~ The men of Hansen’s company of the 14th,
moving into the front line as the 13th left it, were de.eply
impressed by the spectacle of the dark well-ordered line, grimly
advancing across the snow.

In No-Man’s Land the going was easy and the troops had
to be held back. They ran upon an advanced enemy machine-
gun post, and killed or wounded the crew. Another machine-
gun far ahead began to chatter, but was silenced by the barrage
when it lifted. The next instant the left and centre of the
advancing line leapt into the trench,*® whose garrison was just
beginning to run up the stairs of its thr.ee deep dugou.ts. The
greater part of the objective was thus seized without difficulty*
and a barricade erected on the left. .

On the right, however, Captain Murray, scanning the
enemy’s wire as he advanced, had been unable to discern any
gap, but he had expected this difficulty and therefore led his
men to the left round the broken end of the entanglement.
By the time they reached the point of the salient—a maze of
used and disused trenches—the men of the local German post
were tumbling out of the mouth of a dugout and gallantly
hurling themselves straight into the fight. They employed
bombs only, and two sections of the 13th’s bombers who were
to lead on this flank, together with other Australians, bombing
from both the parapet and the trench, fought them down.
Then, with a covering party to hold off Germans, who were
still throwing an occasional bomb, they blocked the main
trench with duckboards, sandbags, and clods of frozen earth.
This barrier was more than a hundred yards short of the point

© The experience of the troops onm this occasion, following very closely on the
barrage, was vividly described by Private S. E. Stephens (of Double Bay, N .
afterwards killed at Bullecourt). The barrage was to lie for two minutes on the
German front line, and the troops had been told by their officers that, after one
minute, they must get out and cross No-Man’s Land so as to reach the German
entanglement just as the guns lengthened. The barrage had for one minute been
swishing and banging low and close when ‘“someone said, * Now!’ There was a
bustle, and I found myself in No-Man’s Land jostling someone to get around a
shell-hole. . . . We in the centre were a bit behind—everything could be seen as
clear as day. . . . We crouched in our advance, moving slowly, picking our
way, with the shells shrieking over us and bursting only a few yards in front of us.
I thought about the ‘backwash’ Why weren’t some of us killed? Would they
knock our heads off if we stood up straight. . . I felt amused at the struggles
of a chap that was sitting down, softly cursing a piece of barbed-wire—such silly
meaningless curses.

“ The wire! We were up to it already. But the shells weren’t finished. They
had made a good mess of it, I saw as I stepped through from loop to loop. A
piece caught me somewhere, and I was free again. No, the shells weren’t finished
yet.  They are bursting behind me. . . . I caught the flash of another out of
the tail of my eye, and then there was a straight line of intermittent flashes in
front. What's this? At

that moment I slid and scrambled d d
found myself in the German trench.” °d down a steep bank an

# Capt. N. Macdonald (of Geelong, Vic. , howeve: i t
fire a signal showing that the trench had b)een g:ie:eg.’ was sniped when shout to
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intended, but Murray thought it unwise at the moment to
thrust out into the maze of old saps that lay beyond. Within
twenty minutes the work was completed.

The operation had thus far met with swift success.
Sixty-six Germans had been taken; the identification of the
enemy unit—the 10th company of the 362nd Regiment—was
krown at GH.Q. within an hour of the assault. But the
German barrage, as before, was swift, accurate, and heavy.
It fell with great force behind the left, and bomb-carriers,
stretcher-bearers, German prisoners, and especially the 14th
Battalion in the “jumping-off ” trench, suffered heavy loss.
This continued throughout the night, the bomb-carrying parties
nevertheless crossing No-Man’s Land again and again—some
men accomplishing six or even seven journeys.*

On the right, Murray’s barrier had hardly been finished
when some twenty figures were seen moving through No-
Man’s Land towards his right rear. A party of the 58th
(15th Brigade) under Lieutenant Hooper was to dig from
the flank of the 15th Brigade
to join him, and it was at first
thought that this might be the
party. At the same time, how-
ever, Germans were seen
streaming south - eastwards
along their support trench.
Standing by one of his Lewis
guns, Murray was directing
the gunner’s fire upon these
when a shower of twenty
grenades bursting almost to-
gether shattered the bombers — Direction of movement shown by
at the right barricade.  The ke orrows.
neighbouring troops recoiled along the trench. The S.O.S.
signal was at once fired,* the artillery of the 4th and sth
Divisions opened immediately, and Murray flung himself into
the most famous fight of his life. ~He was a leader whose
presence always raised other men to heights of valour and

# L/Cpl. J. Rankin (of Sydney) was wounded on his seventh trip; L/Cpl. F. W.
McQueen (’of Petersham, N.S.W.; died of wounds on 27 Sept., 1917) and_ his party
of Murray’s company made six, McQueen carrying the loads of some of his men
who were killed.

“ This was at 10.47. Murray had specially charged one of his officers, Lieut.
Marper, with the duty of sending up the S.0.S. signal, when necessary. In case
he were hit, three N.C.O’s were warned for the same duty.
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energy. A survivor of the bombers, Private Robertson,*
shouting “ bombers wanted,” seized upon ﬁye riflemen and
directed their bombing. The Germans, being much more
numerous, were bombing more heavily, and Robertson was
wounded in the face, but, by firing rifle-grenades beyond the
Germans, he laid a barrage between them and their supplies,
and held on till Murray obtained twenty more bombers from
the left. The Germans—including 'those mistaken for the
58th—had now ensconced themselves in two old trenches that
ran across Murray’s, just out of range of Mills grenades.
The Australians, led on the right by a lance-corporal*® and
cn the left without a leader, at once charged and put them
to flight.

The fight now lulled, but a report of the counter-attack
led Colonel Durrant to arrange*® for a barrage to be laid on
the depression beyond Stormy Trench, and for a gun to be
kept firing in enfilade down the German front trench just
beyond Murray’s right. Murray himself, recognising that
the maze of old saps on his flank might shelter the next enemy
counter-attack, spent part of the night exploring them with
Robertson.  His company was too weak, through casualties,
to occupy them, but when next the Germans counter-attacked,
Murray’s men knew where to throw.

On the left the fighting was less severe, but the German
artillery appeared to have the precise range.*® From midnight
‘bombing was only intermittent until 3 o’clock, when Murray’s
troops again saw movement in Sunray Trench. At 3.7 the
S.O.S. signal was fired, and the descending barrage broke up
the counter-attack. On the right some German reinforce-
ments may have approached, for bombing increased, but any
force that had gathered was beaten off with rifle-grenades.
In the dangerous time before dawn—rg to 6.30—the Australian
artillery kept up precautionary fire, but no counter-attack
came, and daylight found the position solidly held. @A com-
munication trench had been dug through to it, but was too

4 Cpl. M. D. Robertson, D.C.M. (No. 2435; 13th Bn.). Stati ; of
Rowena, N.S.W.; b. Bung’endore, N.S.wW,, gssDec.? 1882 ) stion manager; ©

4 R, B. Withers, who was wounded in the knee as he climbed out, but continued
to lead. (Capt. R. B. Withers, D.C.M.; 13th Bn. Ship’s officer; i
N.S.W.; b, Haymarket, Sydney, 19 Oct.,, 18:;3.) " ip’s officer; of Leichhardt,

® With Lieut.-Col. W. C. N. Waite (of Kensington Park, S. Aust.), who com-

manded the group of artillery in immediate support, and who shared Durrant’s
headquarters.

% It alternated with 5.g-inch high-explosive bursting in or about the h, d
4.1-inch *“ universal ”’ siell burst overhead. £ ' ¢ trench, an
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shallow for daylight use. On the right, Murray’s flank was
far short of the point intended to be reached, and the 58th
could not dig through to it.%*

A counter-attack was expected on February 3th, a wireless
message having been intercepted—‘ point of breaking through
1s to be attacked under trench-mortar fire.” At 7.43 p.m. the
enemy’s grenade-throwers®® became active, but no assault was
attempted. At 8 o’clock Murray’s company, now numbering
cnly 48 of the 140 who had attacked, was relieved by Captain
Ahrens’ company of the 16th: when told of the need, the
whole of the 16th Battalion had volunteered for this duty.
The enemy did not again counter-attack.®® On the contrary,
his artillery was next day observed to be registering his own
front line, now Sunray Trench.®* Obviously he anticipated
a further thrust into his line.

The operation had cost the Australians about 330
casualties.®®  Tts success was largely due to Murray’s mag-
nificent leadership on the right,*® but largely also to the
thorough measures to remedy any observed defects in the
arrangements for the first attack. In the second the field
artillery more than doubled its previous expenditure of shells.®”

The German account states that this time the Australians attacked
with a sufficient barrage; their success was greater and they inflicted
heavier casualties. An immediate counter-attack failed, and so did
one prepared later: the sturmirupps could not get through the barrage
and machine-gun fire. A third counter-attack was then prepared and
attempted before dawn, with the same result. The success of the
attacker had been complete; he had won a trench, taken prisoners,
and lost nothing which afforded the Germans any information about
himself. The total German loss was about 250, of which the missing

comprised 100.58 A decision taken on February 5 to recapture the
position by carefully prepared counter-attack was later abandoned as

51 11eut. Hooper, though wounded, had gallantly made the attempt with his party.

52 Small instruments for firing  pineapple ” bombs (so called from the shape of
their segmented case).

%3 On the night of the 6th some movement was mistaken for a counter-attack.
The S.0.S. signal was fired and a barrage laid. down. The next morning and
evening the captured trench was registered and bombarded by German trench-
mortars, and shortly before midnight, on infantry movement being seen, the S.0.S.
was again sent up. The protective barrage fell within thirty seconds. But
apparently no attack had been intended. Probably the Germans were merely sent
to barricade their trench.

% Tts garrison had been temporarily withdrawn to safety.

%5 The 13th Battalion lost 7 officers and 226 men. The casualties in Capt.
Hansen’s company of the 14th were exceedingly heavy—os out of 120. Hansen
was killed. In recognition of the work performed by the 14th, the communication
trench eventually cut through was called * Fourteenth Avenue.”

58 This was recognised by the award of the Victoria Cross.

511t fired about 20,000 as against 8,600 for Feb. 1-2.

58 The I and IT/362 lost 4 officers and 38 others; the III/362 lost in all zoa.
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likely to lead only to more expenditure of life and ammunition. The
loss of Stormy Trench did not endanger any other German position,
and the commander of the Guard Reserve Corps therefore obtained
leave of the army commander to barricade the trench and let things
remain as they were.

The 4th Brigade intended to thrust to the right so as to
render possible the completion of “Hooper’s Sap,”* but
this had not been done when it was relieved by the 12th
Brigade. The task was accordingly undertaken by the 46th
(Victoria) Battalion at midnight on February 11th. Covered
by a shower of rifle-grenades®® to &

Lkeep off the German supports, a
detachment under Lieutenant Syme®
and Captain Clark® seized the
enemy barricade on the right. The
Germans (gth company of the 362nd
TR.) fought well, but 150 yards of
trench were gained, and a double
barricade erected. Shortly before 46tk Bastelion's attack shown
dawn the Germans rushed the fore- v e

most barrier, but it was quickly retaken.® As the flank
still fell too short, the 46th three days later chose the occasion
of a raid by the 15th Brigade® to capture by the same
method as before another twenty-five yards of trench. The
attacking party, under Lieutenant Syme, suffered only slight
loss,®® but the German barrage evoked by the neighbouring
raid fell on the Stormy Trench area, causing twenty-seven
casualties in the 46th Battalion. As even then the flank
was not far enough to the east, the attack was, by arrange-
ment, continued next night by a party of the 57th Battalion
(15th Brigade) under Lieutenant Forrest.®® With twelve

® See p. 35.
% Sixty were to be fired from six rifles within two minutes.

% Capt. W. A. Syme, M.C.; 46th Bn. Farmer; of Clear Creek, W tta.
Vic.; b. Stawell, Vic.,, 8 Oct., 188g. Died, 16 March, Igzl:.ar ree angaratia

:8‘:3Capt. G. H. Clark, 46th Bn. Of Middle Park, Vic.; b. Adelaide, 15 Mar,

% The German loss was 5 killed; the Australian, 2 killed and 4 wounded.

% On Feb. 14 three officers and 120 men of the 7th Battalion under Capt. B.
Laing (of Kew, Vic.) raided Sunray Trench a ?ew hundred yards to lxz)he Jea%t.
'%‘31;1 r:.;% \;r;:ng;egeded by at hv.u'f'lxcanle1 llafomba'zl-‘dment t;:y eight Stokes mortars, which

in 2 minute and a half, enty-t! i
2 number of these tried to escape and were sivot. yothree prisoners were taken, but
 Several volunteers, among them Private W.B.W.B.D. Castl £
Park, Vic.), who heade’d the bombing, lost their lives. astles (of Mystic

“*Lieut. C. G. Forrest, M.C.; s7th Bn. H 1 ; i
I R T e 19205.7 n. Clerk; of Leith, Scotland; b. Leith, 6

30055~
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bombers wearing body armour (which is said to have proved
useful®”) he seized another seventy-five yards and held on
until Hooper’s Sap had been cut through.

The small wearing-down operations on the Somme were
now in full swing.  On February 17th the II British Corps
followed up its success of the 4th by attacking with two
divisions the flank of the great German salient. Although a
few hours previously some deserters had warned the enemy
of the coming assault, and the Germans were able to make
preparations and to inflict heavy loss, the British secured
about half their objectives and 350 prisoners. The enemy’s
resistance was proving remarkably weak, and his infantry was
surrendering freely, especially when sheltering in deep front-
line dugouts.®® Some of the Stormy Trench prisoners indeed
stated that they and their comrades had made a compact not to
leave their dugout, and that, when ordered upstairs to meet the
attack, they had left their rifles below. They added that men
were increasingly playing truant from their battalions inthe back
area, and the authorities dared not punish them with severity.

Whether or not all this was true, the morale of some
German divisions was certainly at least weakening. The two
Prussian Guard divisions facing the left of I Anzac were,
however, found to be remarkably stout. Raids of the 1st
Australian Division on February 1oth against “ Bayonet
Trench ” and the point of The Maze were repulsed by strong
wire-entanglements and stubborn defence.®® As a result the

% The current opinion, however, was that, though lLighter than the German, this
armour was too cumbersome for use in heavy bomb fighting,
_® Immediately after being called to the Western Front, in the conference at
Cambrai on 7 Sept., 1916, which acquainted him with conditions on the Somme,
Ludendorff received the impression that * the deep dugouts and cellars often became

fatal mantraps. . . . The Field-Marshal and I could for the moment only ask
that the front lines should be held more lightly, the deep underground works be
destroyed. . . . Concrete ‘pill-boxes’ (on the surface), which, however, un-

fortunately took long to build, had acquired an increasing value.” Yet a German
officer, captured in a deep dugout at Stormy Trench, said that his commander
insisted on his men adding several “ frames” (wooden supports) to each dugout
every day. The captured officer himself was strongly against his senior’s policy.
® At the Maze, the raiders (4th Battalion) approached the objective by the old
trench leading up to its point. The Germans (the gth and 11th companies of the
s5th Prussian Foot Guard Regiment) lined their trench and threw bombs. An
attempt was made to cut the wire, and Lieutenant V. V. Brown and one man
succeeded in crossing it and reaching the parapet. It appeared hopeless, however,
to g)ersxst, and the raid commander, Lieutenant G. R. cKeown (of Wellington,
N.S.W.), accordmgflﬁy recalled the party. It lost 6 men wounded. Bayonet Trench
was raided by 4 officers and 103 men of the sth Battalion in_the sector captured
by Captain J. D. Elder of the 27th on 5 November, 1916 (see Vol. III, pp. 913-4).
The raid issued near the protrusion in the Australian line known as “ Yarra Bend.”
The party was held up by three rows of wire; after two had been crossed, the
raiders were met with bombs, but on the right Lieutenant F. Langford (of Wil-
hamstown, Vic.) with 15 men entered the trench. Only two Germans, however,
were found, and these were shot down; but the Victorians had to leave hurriedly.
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capture of The Maze, which was to have been almost
immediately undertaken,
was postponed to February
22nd, in order to allow
of the trenches and wire
being bombarded by trench-
mortars, including the
“ heavies.” Meanwhile the
foothold in Stormy Trench

oy T i
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was, on February 1gth, to A__;_/_/__ ".y S tnd Vg v
be eXtended—thl_s time n v & 2: raids of 4th and sth Bns. (1st
a westerly direction. Div.), Feb. 10.” 3: projected attack by

But on the 16th the 45th Bn. (4th Diwv.), Feb. 19.

long frost had ended. Next day the last traces of snow were
disappearing; rain was falling. A divisional diary notes for
the next few days:

Feb. 17. Slight rain and mist. Poor visibility.
Feb. 18. Foggy and slightly colder.

Feb. 19. Heavy rain during early morning. Dull for remainder
of the day. Slight fog.

Feb. 20. Light steady rain since early morning.
Feb. 21. Warmer, but visibility bad.
Feb. 22. Thick fog with light rain.

On the night of the 19th the troops of the 45th (New South
Wales) Battalion destined for the bombing attack at midnight
up Stormy Trench became so bogged in the communication
trenches and reached the front so fatigued that, on a message
sent at 9.31 by Major Howden,”™ both the attack and the
artillery bombardment were countermanded just in time. In
such conditions, the bomb-supply could not have been main-
tained.”™™  After more preparation, however, 300 yards of
trench were seized in a bombing attack about dawn on
February 21st, rifle-grenadiers and a Stokes mortar battery,

for the 10th company of the sth Foot Guard counter-attacking found 13 rifles and
250 bombs left, in_the trench (History of 5th Guard Regt., pg. 314). I?z returning
across No-Man’s Land the party was caught in the German barrage, and lost 3
officers and 46 men (including 4 who became lost, and were captured by the Germans
two days later). At “Yarra Bend on February 6 an N.C.O. and 6 men of the
sth Foot Guard tried, “ after heavy bombardment,” to enter the Australian trench,
;t;g:a:aqﬁagf ;;11 dwhxte overalls,  The leader was mortally wounded and captured, and
i iled.

@ Major H. C. Howden, M.C.; 48 Bn. Commercial t 1ler; of ic.;
b. Presfon, Vic., 1890. Di::d of wounds, 3 _Tuly,r c;agx;avES::']'golF ?;fh;?t22z;c"
7 Major J. E. Lee, sent forward by Brig.-Gen. J. C. Robertson, found Four-

teenth Avenue “worse than any trench he had >
e e vorse ever seen. e had once to be
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instead of the artillery, supplying the barrage.” Resistance
was slight, and twenty-three prisoners were taken, but the
Germans hit back later with an hour’s artillery bombardment
which caused some loss.” The operation was continued by
the 45th on the night of February 22nd,™ another great length
of trench being captured and thirty-two prisoners taken with
hardly a casualty to the bombers.® Bayonet Trench near
“Fritz's Folly,” not far to the north-west, had lately been
abandoned by the enemy,’® and the 4th Division intended to
link the newly-won position with its new posts in that
neighbourhood.

To staff officers’ batmen and car drivers, French estaminet
proprietors, and other observant and well-informed persons
behind the Somme front, it was at this time obvious that the
launching of a great British offensive farther north was
approaching. Along the roads leading to the First and Third
Armies there lumbered daily battery after battery of siege
artillery withdrawn from the Fourth and Fifth Armies’ front.
From six groups—twenty-three batteries—the heavy artillery
of I Anzac had by February 15th fallen to two groups—seven
batteries. The Fifth Army had indeed all too little artillery,
field and heavy, for the task that still fell to it—that of
striking deeply north-eastward so as to draw the enemy’s
reserves from the Arras front. As Gough pointed out to
G.H.Q., his-artillery would be particularly weak on its right
flank, where the I Anzac Corps must attack.”” The first
preliminary of Gough’s plan had already been undertaken on
February 17th by the II Corps,” and within the next month
the I Anzac Corps was to make ready for the leap by seizing

" The rifle-grenades fell 6o yards, and the Stokes mortar bombs 300 yards, beyond
the bombinwarty. The latter consisted of two bombing sections of the 4sth under
Lieuts. E, W, Cornish (of Sydney) and R. A. M. Murray (of Sydney and Went-
worth Falls, N.S.W.).

" There were 17 casualties in the 45th Bn., Lieut. W. T. Meggitt (of Summer
Hill, N.S.W.) being killed and Lieut. Cornish wounded. The total German loss
was probably about 4o.

% Two bombing sections again attacked, this time under Lieut. L. D. Ferguson
(of Sydney).

™ Again, however, the German barrage caused casualties—about 25 among the
Australians and a number also among the prisoners.

% This was a result of the enemy’s withdrawal to his * winter line” (see p. 127).
Patrols of the 47th Bn. had on February roth found Bayonet Trench empty, and
on the night of the 1sth that battalion had stationed a line of posts across the
base of the old German salient. In front of these posts the Germans were found
strongly holding ““ Pork Trench—a continuation of Stormy Trench. .

" G,H.Q. answered that he must limit his plans according to the power of his
artillery—it could not be increased.

7 See p. 39.
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The Maze, “ Gird Trench,” and the Butte of Warlencourt.
Pys would next be seized by the II Corps. Finally, just
before the greaf
stroke of the First
and Third Armies
at Vimy and Arras,
the I Anzac and II
Corps would draw off
the German reserves
by a violent thrust
to Achiet-le-Petit and
Loupart Wood.™

If the I Anzac
Corps was not to be
too stale for this = Lp7
effort, an immediate 4/ \ AL A
rest for the troops - - - :
seemed urgent. %t . #‘"’ Aﬁ’ﬁc %gmy Smj@f””?“—-g’“” l
was the only corps
which, when emerging from the struggle against the winter,
had been called upon to put all its divisions into the line and
hold twice the normal length of front. pying
practically the same front as
the German Guard Reserve
Corps, which it was to attack,
hardly a safe condition for
success in that offensive.
All its men knew that a great
offensive was imminent, and
that they would be used as
offensive troops—they vaguely
expected “ another battle like
Poziéres and then the end of
the war.” They were pre-
pared to act as storm troops, but it seemed that they were
required both to hold the line almost continuously and also to

Achietde 6rand o Vo

™ Haig was anxious that the I Anzac Corps should take part in order mak
Gough’s blow more formidable. The operation, however, woé)ld robably hatx?e b:eg
one of extreme difficulty, since very powerful concentrations ofp German artillery
would be on amg behind the Fifth Army’s right flank (formed by the I Anzac
Corps). ~ Gough’s artillery commander, Major-General Noel Birch, pointed out that
the Fifth Army would be subject to fire from known gun-positions three times as
geu;erg:rstma;tghc%ie greafmgil the 'It‘ﬁird ﬁ&rmy. It may therefore perhaps have
¢ r the Australians that the proj
might truly have been ‘ worse than Poziéresl.)” Jected battle never occurred. It
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attack.  This grievance, expressed by some of them on leave
in London, was strongly represented to General White3® by
the High Commissioner and Keith Murdoch. Birdwood con-
sidered it wise to inform Gough, and suggested that, if the
whole corps could not be rested, at least its front might be
shortened.  Both Gough and G.H.Q. agreed as to the need
for at least training the troops in the new system of attack;
but could only endorse a decision already taken by Birdwood
—to withdraw one division, and hold the line more lightly
with the other three.®  Accordingly, on February 22nd
Birdwood ordered the withdrawal of the 4th Division from
the line®? round Gueudecourt; the 1st and 5th Divisions were
to replace it by extending their inner flanks.

In spite of the local activity at Stormy Trench®® and on
the IT Corps front, the I Anzac line had of late been especially
quiet. It was noted that the enemy was using his trench-
mortars more, but his artillery less.

The front was absolutely dead to-day (says a diary of February
10). Not a German shell along the whole snow landscape from Switch
Trench.  One Australian gunner said—" We've forgotten there’s a
war on here."8¢ :
With the thaw, this comparative tranquillity became much more
pronounced, artillery observers being unable to see their
targets.®® The attack on The Maze was again postponed for
a week; the relief of the 4th Division was to be carried out
by the morning of the 24th.

That afternoon came reports from V Corps that, on its
front, the Germans had abandoned their forward trenches.
The I Anzac and II Corps were forthwith ordered to probe.
From the discoveries then made and the reports of prisoners
taken, the British staff was led to suspect that a momentous
change had occurred in the enemy’s plans. What was hap-
pening might be nothing less than the first stage of a voluntary
abandonment by the Germans of their great salient between
Arras and the Aisne.

8 He was then visiting London (see p. 24).

8 The Chief of the General Staff (General Kiggell) minuted Birdwood’s letter,
forwarded by Gough: “C. in C. agrees that the first step is the withdrawal of one
(and later two) divisions from the line.” .

8 Tts artillery, however, was to remain with the 1st and sth Divisions.

8 The stirring up of the German artillery had doubled the daily rate of Aus-
tralian casualties in that area. .

% There had, however, been a sharp bombardment by the British on Feb. 8.

% So foggg were the nights that, on Feb. 17, when the 12th Brigade was being
relieved, a Lewis gun opened upon a party of the infantry which had lost its way,
and wounded seven.



CHAPTER III
THE GERMAN PLAN, 1917, AND ITS IMMEDIATE RESULT

THis discovery—although the fact was naturally unknown
at the time—was due to a revolution in the enemy’s war
plans. It was indeed known that, in the previous December,
there had existed in Germany and Awustria, as in Great
Britain and France, some depression after the immense
strain of 1916. It was obvious that there, too, question had
arisen—probably serious question in some quarters—whether
complete victory could be gained, and, if not, whether it
would not be best to forgo the notion of it, at any rate in
the present struggle, and seek at once the best terms that
could be arranged with the Allies. That this view was held
by the new Emperor of Austria® was constantly avowed by
his brothers-in-law, the Princes Sixte and Xavier of Bourbon,
who had actually joined the Belgian Army.

On December 12th the German Government had addressed
to President Woodrow Wilson an appeal for peace. Its
form was not such as to assure the Allies that it would mean
the sloughing of German militarism—the aim for which the
great mass of the Allied soldiers, certainly the British, were
fighting® and, as will be told later, it was unanimously rejected.
It is even now doubtful how far it was sincerely made in
the belief that the Allies would accept it, or how far it was
a political manceuvre intended to put Germany in the right
with neutrals, especially with America, and to weaken the
Allies by affording food for pacifist agitation. At various
times since early 1915 the German press had contained
suggestions of the possibility of peace. But it must be
remembered that the Germans at the beginning of the struggle
had obtained the advantages commonly secured by the
aggressor who, to use a sporting metaphor, gets his blow in

IThe old Emperor Franz Josef had died on Nov. 21, The new Empress, Zita,

daughter of the Duke of Parma, leaned strongly towards the Entente.
2See pp. 50-1.
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first. By a foul blow through Belgium, in flat violation of
law and honour, Germany had seized stakes exceedingly
valuable, if only for purposes of negotiation, namely, eight
provinces of northern France, and the whole of Belgium
except a few square miles. The Central Powers had since
overrun Serbia, Montenegro, and a great part of Roumania.
The position then was that, at the worst, even if hope
of winning the war by action on land or sea disappeared,
Germany might hold what she had seized. Her armies might
still make the recapture of those regions impossible, or at
least too costly in blood and wealth. Her position might,
therefore, be compared with that of a burglar who, having
secured part of his booty and holding it fast as security,
offers, when pursuit presses, to come to terms with those
whom he has robbed.

This was felt with intense bitterness by the Allies, whose
blood was being poured out in the struggle. But naturally
the feeling was not so deep or so general in America. From
the beginning of the stalemate which had continued ever
since the Battle of the Marne, the American President had
felt that his duty to his country and to the world lay in
restoring peace at the earliest moment at which this could
be done—with one proviso, that the peace must be a lasting
one. For this reason, while unfavourable to a peace involving
humiliating or obviously unjust terms (which he felt would
ensure only the certainty of future wars), he privately made
known through the visits of Colonel House to the British,
French, and German Governments that he was prepared to
mediate the moment any of them were willing to accept a
fair offer of peace. He even indicated that America would
be prepared to support a fair offer by throwing her weight
against the side which rejected it. House outlined to the
French and British Governments the terms America would
consider to be fair: the surrender by Germany or her allies
of Belgium, Alsace, Lorraine, Serbia, and other occupied
countries, and the adjustment of the Eastern {rontier,
Germany being meanwhile compensated outside Europe for
any sacrifices required of her in the East. A League of
Nations® was also to be established for the avoidance of
tuture war.

8 Largely an outcome of ideas discussed by Sir Edward Grey and House.
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In February 1916, recognising from the reception given
to him by German leaders that they would not dream of
accepting such terms,* House, with Wilson’s concurrence,
offered to France and Great Britain that America should
propose this settlement whenever they desired, and that, if
Germany refused, she would enter the war on the side of
the Allies® Sir Edward Grey, though he would have
accepted this offer had France or Russia so wished, did
not feel sure that it would uproot the system of militarism,
and in any case Britain could not think of pressing these
terms on France or Russia, the extent of whose sacrifices
had, till then, enormously exceeded her own.

Neither France nor Russia made any move; Wilson’s
offer appeared to have been, for the time being, shelved.
But he was all the more determined that some league should
be established to prevent nations from interrupting the
peace of the world. Unfortunately, in his incursions into
world politics, the great President was wont to throw out
some sop either to domestic opposition in America or to his
own self-conscious aloofness, and he made use at this
juncture of terms which could only imply that he regarded
the morality of the two causes as equal. This was not, at
that time, his real attitude, or necessary for his purpose, but
it was deeply wounding and caused an immediate coldness
on the part of the Allies towards any American interven-
tion. The President’s resentment at this rebuff widened
the estrangement, and caused him to persuade himself that
the war aims of the Allies were as iniquitous as those of the
Germans. Differences arising at this time concerning the
blockade caused America to threaten reprisals against the
Allies, and to commence the increase of her navy.

It was at this stage that Germany made at least a
manceuvre towards peace. Among some of her civil leaders,
since the failure of Verdun had been added to that of
the Marne, there had existed a genuine desire for peace
negotiations. ~ This was shared by some of the royal

¢ Germany required an_indemni

. i ty in return even for evacuating Belgium and

IIl:_?f:f;aunscee. « ixlrtxi}men];na?n, Under-S4:.cx'eta.1'5;1 fmé l"‘oreignll Affairs, actually gwro’ce to
: oug! can assure vou that Germany has the welfare of Belgi

very much at heart, still she is not able to f i 0 Slelant

. orget what i i
for the resistance our men encountered there.” ¥ at a terrific cost was paid

SIn reply to a French suggestion, he even agreed that th i i
S . m f

complete victory could be reached in the Allies’ summer oi’fyensilg:toffirsrtgxsgg sz
g;t,hge Allies could then appeal to America to mediate for the settlement suggested
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leaders,® who foresaw impoverishment of their country and
a republican revolution if the struggle was fought to its
end. Moreover, offers might be made to some of Germany’s
opponents which would cause pacifist agitation among them,
and might induce some to desert the rest. The military staff,
however, had been utterly hostile to any movement for peace,
and the German people, fed with false reassurances as to
the future, was more opposed even than the Allies to the
notion of American intervention. Nevertheless in September,
without the knowledge of the German people, their leaders
adopted a change of attitude so momentous as to determine
the course of the war not merely in 1917, but till its close in
Germany’s defeat.

It will be remembered that, at Christmas 1915, the then
chief of the German staff, Falkenhayn, supported two plans
for the securing of victory. The first was an “ unrestricted ”
submarine campaign against England’s food-supplies; but
this was abandoned in April through American protests,
culminating with that which was made after the sinking of
the Sussex,” against the torpedoing of merchant ships with-
out warning. Germany had thus been forced to rely solely
on the second plan—a military blow, aimed really at England,
but struck through France.® This blow fell at Verdun; but,
although France suffered there 410,000 casualties, she had
not been induced to make terms; on the contrary, with the
British she had struck back on the Somme in the tremendous
combined offensive which occupied the second half of 1916;
and, in September of that year, Ludendorff and Hindenburg,
after acquainting themselves with the situation on the
Western Front, came to the conclusion that Germany’s hope
of winning the war on land had now definitely passed.
“ Unrestricted ” submarine warfare was now the only means
left to secure a victorious end to the war within a reasonable
time.” There existed, however, a temporary obstacle—the
fear of two small neutrals. That America would be brought
in, they accepted as certain, but believed that any force she
could send in time would be inconsiderable. But Denmark
and Holland. lay on Germany’s borders, and she could

¢ For example, the Crown Prince of Germany.
7See Vol. IX, p. 274, fooinote.

8See Vol. III, p. 224 seq.
8 My War Memories, by Ludendorff, Vol. I, p. 312.
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not at the
moment spare
any troops to
face them.
The defeat
of Roumania,
however,
would en-
tirely change
the situation
—not only
could  divi-
sions then be
hurried back
to the Dutch
border, but
small neutrals would have received a warning of what might
happen to them also, if they intervened. As soon as Roumania
was beaten, therefore, the submarine campaign should be
sanctioned. Ludendorff’s decision was that of a gambler
throwing upon the table the last stake of a family which he
had kept in ignorance of the risk.

At this juncture he and Hindenburg consented that
President Wilson should be asked by Germany to mediate.
The submarine campaign could not be launched effectively
until February, and, if the belligerents could be brought
to a conference, Germany, holding the stakes, might secure
favourable terms. It was thought that Wilson would act
quickly, since the step might help him in the Presidential
election then impending, The proposal was therefore made
to him by the German ambassador at Washington, Count
Bernstorff, who added an authorised hint that, if the
suggestion was not acted upon, Germany must resume the
policy of unrestricted submarine attacks.

The American election was to be held on November 7th.
It was an affair mainly of internal politics, but Wilson also
relied on his past success in keeping America out of the war.*®
“Peace and Prosperity” was one of his slogans. His
attitude was that those who made war should be regarded as
interrupters of the world’s peace, and the proposal for a

0 His opponent, Hughes, stood for a * firmer »* foreign policy.

N AStA
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“Teague to Enforce Peace” was on his programme. He
did not, however, reply to Bernstorff’s proposal. Accordingly,
on October 3ist the German Emperor, prompted by the
Austrian foreign minister, Baron Burian, but also urged
by motives perhaps generous though mixed, decided to make
a direct proposal to his enemies. Their peoples (he wrote
to the Chancellor, Bethmann-Hollweg) were longing for an
end to the struggle, but none of their leaders possessed the
moral courage to broach the question. Placing his trust in
God, he would dare to take that step.

Ludendorff, though sceptical, agreed that “it should be
tried.” If the peace offer were refused, this could be used
as a strong argument for the necessity to wage unrestricted
submarine war, and to delay the declaration of war which
would inevitably {follow from America and some other
neutrals. One consequence, however, Ludendorff feared: it
might be greeted as a sign that Germany was weakening. In
order to avoid discouraging the German troops, he insisted
that the note should be written in a tone full of confidence;
and, to avoid giving false notions to foreigners, it should not
be sent until Roumania had been crushed. On December 6th,
when Bucharest fell—the auxiliary service law also having
been passed by the Reichstag and Germany’s will to increase
her effort thereby shown—this condition was fulfilled, and on
the 12th, in the form of a letter to President Wilson, the
note was published. It contained no sign of weakness!

The most formidable war known to history has been for two and a
half years ravaging a great part of the world. . . . In that strife
Germany and her Allies, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey, have
given proof of their indestructible strength in winning considerable
successes at war. Their unshakable lines resist ceaseless attacks of
their enemies’ arms. The recent diversion in the Balkans was speedily
and victoriously thwarted. The latest events have demonstrated that
a continuation of the war cannot break their resisting power. The
general situation much justified their hope of fresh successes. . . -
They do not seek to crush or annihilate their adversaries. Conscious
of their military and economic strength, and ready to carry on to the
end, if they must, the struggle that is forced upon them, but animated
at the same time hy the desire to stem the flood of blood and to bring
the horrors of war to an end. the Four Allied Powers propose to enter
even now into peace negotiations. They feel sure that the propositions
which they would bring forward. and which would aim to assure the

existence, honour, and free development of their peoples, would be such
as to serve as a hasis for the restoration of a lasting peace.

Whether intentionally or not, Ludendorff’s precautions
against an admission of weakness had made quite certain



50 THE A.LF. IN FRANCE [Dec., 1916

of the note’s rejection. The diary of an Australian attached
to I Anzac Headquarters, under date December 16th, records
in soldier language the opinion at the British front:—

The Kaiser's “offer” of peace is the talk of everybody. The
talk with which he launches it puts peace quite out of the question.
As X (a fellow officer) says: “If he'd only admit that mililarism was
wrong, or had shot its bolt—that would be half of what the world’s
fighting for, and we could forgive a good deal. But the beggar must
announce that he offers the world peace because he has smashed
it . . . he puts peace out of the question by his bloody preamble!”

This point deserves stressing because, in spite of the
reaction and cynicism which naturally followed the war, a
moral issue was involved and was the cause for which
thousands of Australians and vast numbers of their Allies
fought and died. In spite of the war weariness of that
winter—or perhaps because of it—the issue was recognised
at that time with a keenness which cannot be recaptured
by historians, but which comes to men who know that here
and now they have to decide a momentous issue, such as
this, on which the future of their country and of the world
directly depends. On a writer whose recollection of that
mental struggle is vivid there lies a responsibility of recording
it. In spite of elements of depression, the British people—
markedly firmer than some of their leaders*—had no inten-
tion of giving up the struggle until there was unmistakable
evidence that the German people had been subjected at least
to sufficient strain to cause their rulers permanently to abjure
reliance on force as their normal method in world politics.
The motives which swayed individual leaders were doubtless
diverse; but, to the British citizen turning over the issues in
his mind while he dug his back-garden, or to the soldier in
the rear areas puffing his cigarette as he read of the German
offer and the answer to it in the Paris edition of The Daily
Mail, this is how the situation appeared: the papers (which
from the first loudly rejected the Kaiser’s offer) of course
“talked a lot of hot air ”; one must discount all that stuff.
Peace would mean everything to a man, especially to those
at the front—life, home, riddance from this dog’s existence
in the mud; and yet—no use to break off the fight while the
German Emperor went on swashbuckling. The Kaiser would
have proved his method right, and we—or at any rate the

1 Only in Wales does there seem to have been any real disposition to weaken.
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next generation—would have the job to do over again in a
few years' time. If there were a revolution in Germany—
if the rule of the Kaiser and a military clique was replaced
by real democracy, with all power for war and peace in the
hands of the people themselves—that would be a guarantee
against the recurrence of war. But there was no sign of that,
and, though peace was infinitely desirable, it was not worth
stopping the fight in the circumstances then existing. As
nearly as the present writer can in a few words represent
them, these were the feelings of the average soldier and
citizen which gave stiffness to the British Empire and to its
leaders, and to the British and dominion soldiers at the front.
Feeling in France was more personal and bitter.

The ““ peace offer,” as has been related, was rejected, and
unquestionably its rejection was justified. The only lesson
forced upon Germany by the war at that stage was, not that
ruin comes of trusting solely to force, but that her force on
this occasion had not been sufficient. Her people had not,
in 1916, suffered so deeply as to disillusion them concerning
the militaristic method and the leaders who advocated it.
The German nation would merely have determined to place
its sirength beyond question next time. Other nations
would have been forced to keep pace with it, and an
ending of the war on even terms at the end of 1916
would only have meant that the struggle was temporarily
broken off, to be renewed after a few years of intensive
preparation.

Meanwhile, on November 7th President Wilson had been
re-elected. This event probably freed him from the shackles
which both candidates had placed upon their speeches, and,
in an address delivered in New York on December 2nd—that
is, shortly before the publication of the German note—he had
given evidence of an attitude more comprehensible at least
to British and French people:

With all due and sincere respect for those who represent other
forms of government than ours . . . peace cannot come so long as
the destinies of man are determined by small groups who make selfish
choices of their own.

In reality he seems at this time to have been striving like
a hunted animal to escape from a growing certainty that the
Germans would reopen the submarine campaign and thus
force America into the war. The one chance seemed to be
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immediate mediation by himself with a view to forcing into
peace whichever side was recalcitrant.’®* Against the inclina-
tion of Colonel House, he drafted an offer to mediate, but it
had not been delivered when, on December 12th, there was
published the “ peace note ” from Germany. With the almost
desperate intention of making his offer known to the Allies
before they closed the door to peace by refusing the invita-
tion from Germany, Wilson on the 18th despatched his note.
It suggested to both sides that they should state openly the
terms on which they would respectively be willing to make
peace. The war, Wilson wrote, was profoundly disturbing
the whole world.

No nation . . . can be said in truth to stand outside its influence
or to be safe against its disturbing effects. And yet the concrete objects
for which it is being waged have never been definitely stated.

The leaders of the several belligerents have . . . stated those
objects in general terms. But, stated in general terms, they seem the
same on both sides. Never yet have the authoritative spokesmen of
either side avowed the precise objects which would, if attained, satisfy
them and their people that the war had been fought out.

Again the President could not avoid throwing an
unnecessary sop to his own conceit of himself as the
impartial judge of brawling offenders. His statement that
the objects of the war seemed “the same on both sides™
was a verbal quibble deeply wounding to the greater part of
the French and British peoples. Despite the blunting of
ideals, and mixture of motives inevitable in the late stages
of such a struggle, it was in the main for principles for
which the American nation had always stood, that they were
fighting against an enemy whose success could only result in
a deadly blow to these principles. They regarded Wilson's
note with the utmost resentment as an attempt to force the
Allies into the peace negotiations offered by the Germans.
Yet (as John Buchan has pointed out!®) the President’s note
had one beneficial result—it compelled most thinking men to
consider anew the principles for which they were fighting,

of which their view had been dimmed by the dust and turmoil
of the long struggle.

3 America might have attempted to effect this i i
ammamerica might bave D is in the case of the Allies by refusing

3 A History of the Great War, Vol. III, pp. 558-61.
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The answer of the Allies to the German peace offer
stated that peace could not be made unless it provided
reparation for the injury inflicted, and guarantees against
future aggression. There being clearly no hope that such
reparation and guarantees would be given, the Allies must
refuse to enter into the proposed negotiations. The answer
to President Wilson was delivered on January 1ith. The
President can hardly have expected to receive from either
side a detailed statement; at so late a stage in any struggle,
especially one involving so many nations, terms cannot be
crystallised even among allies without many sharp conflicts
of interests. In the extremities to which such a struggle
forces them, nations are driven to secure the adhesion of
important allies by promises which, if success in the war is
not attained, may be difficult to liquidate. Thus, to secure
the help of Italy, Great Britain and France had been forced
to make her, in a secret treaty, the promise of extensive
territory which was still in Austrian hands. Other treaties
had been made at the request of France and Russia
guaranteeing them spheres in Asia Minor and Syria at the
end of the war. The reopening of these promises was not to
be thought of without wrecking the alliance. Publication of
the treaties—indispensable though they were—would also
have alienated American and other neutral sympathy, caused
dissension among the Allies, and provided fresh grounds for
pacifist agitation.®

%It was handed on Dec. 30 to the United States ambassador in Paris for
transmission to Germany.

3 The guarded statement actually made caused, in certain quarters in Holland,
the pessimistic comment that it seemed that both sides were out for conquest.
This was true only to the extent that, while one side, when the outbreak occurred,
had deliberately sought conquest, the other had been forced to seek 1t. There
were imndeed still in Great Britain leaders, such as Grey and Asquith, who did
not believe in conquest, and who would definitely have preferred to end the war
without it. Behind them was a noble element with the same views. These ideals,
however, were gradually being worn down in the wear and tear of the long war.
It should not, however, be assumed that even the secret treaties were unjustifiable.
The moral responsibility for such arrangements lies with the nation which forces
another into war. A people driven to seek help in order to save its_free existence
may have to offer the aggressor’s territory as a %nze for a prospective ally. “To
those who denounce secret treaties,”” writes Sir Edward Grey (Twenty-five Years,
Vol. II, p, 161), ““the just reply is: ‘You are quite right: in time of peace all
secret treaties are wrong and destestable; so is the use of poison gas; but, in a
great war, you will be driven in self-defence to use both.””

. In case an Australian is disposed to be critical of the engagements thus entered
into, let it be remembered that some of these rose through the unwillingness of
governments (for example, of the Russian in regard to Asia Minor) to contemplate
the return to the enemy of territory occupied by their troops. In the event of a
negotiated peace, this question would immediately have arisen with respect to the
former German colonies in the Pacific, then occupied by Australia, New Zealand,
and Japan. While it is possible, and even probable, that the dominions and Japan
would have agreed to the return of these colonies as part of the price of the
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Much less was it practicable for the Central Powers to
state their terms. Although moderate elements did exist
among German leaders, the Government, overshadowed by the
military leaders, had not even made up its mind to grant
unconditional independence to Belgium. It had no intention
of renouncing, in advance, the hold of Germany and her allies
on Serbia, Roumania, and parts of Russia, and the German
people, still encouraged to hope for complete victory, would not
have dreamed of allowing this renunciation. Yet some such
settlement was the least that America could have stood for.

In this quandary the German Government refused to state
its peace terms, pleading that it had made a direct offer to
its opponents. At the same time it instructed its ambassador
to endeavour to secure Wilson’s mediation, but to keep him
from insisting upon a statement of Germany’s terms. The
Allies, on the other hand, replied on January 11th in a note
which was surprisingly frank. While laying down that their
war aims, “with all the compensations and equitable
indemnities for harm suffered,” would only be set forth in
detail at the moment of negotiation, they outlined as follows
their terms in regard to territory:

They (the terms) imply, necessarily and first of all, the restoration
of Belgium, Serbia, and Montenegro, with the compensations due to
them; the evacuation of the invaded territories in France, in Russia,
in Rumania, with just reparation; the reorganisation of FEurope,
guaranteed by a stable régime and based at once on respect for
nationalities and on the right to full security and liberty of economic
development possessed by all peoples, small and great, and at the same
time upon territorial conventions and international settlements such as
to guarantee land and sea frontiers against unjustified attack; the
restitution of provinces formerly torn from the Allies by force or
against the wish of their inhabitants; the liberation of the Italians,
as also the Slavs, Rumanes, and Czecho-Slovaks, from foreign domina-
tion; the setting free of populations subject to the bloody tyranny of
the Turks; and the turning out of Europe of the Ottoman Empire as
decidedly foreign to Western civilisation. The intentions of His

Majesty the Emperor of Russia in regard to Poland have been clearly
indicated by the manifesto he has just issued to his armies.18

liberation of Belgium and other territory occupied by the Germans, some Austrahan
leaders might have vehemently denounced the suggestion (see p. 692, Chap. XVII).
Certainly the British Government could not have hinted at such a solution except
after long and close consultation with the dominions. Australians are aware that
their own desire to control New Guinea arose purely from the fear that, in German
or other hands, it might prove a base for future aggression or complications
affecting the White Australia_policy. The British Government could not have
roughly overridden these considerations for the sake of giving a prompt answer
to President Wilson.

¥ 0n Nov, 5 Germany and Austria had promised to € »
lov, i ) grant Poland ¢ independence

by establishing a hereditary monarchy with an army “in union” witliJ those of
Germany and Austria, This proclamation was obviously issued in order that the
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To Wilson, now desperately turning to every honourable
device that might avert America’s precipitation into the war,
mediation still seemed possible if he could secure a statement
of Germany’s peace terms. Since his rebuffs by the Allies
he had persuaded himself that the Germans were as likely
as they to offer terms that he would consider fair, “and the
fact that Germany relied on him (writes Bernstorff) stimu-
lated his self-esteem to such an. extent that he became, to
a certain degree, interested in bringing about a peace that
would be satisfactory to Germany.” The German ambassador
was trying to induce him to propose two separate conferences
—America engaging in a discussion of general questions
(such as those of the freedom of the seas and League of
Nations), but leaving the belligerents to settle territorial
questions among themselves; Bernstorff calculated that, once
the conferences had met, nothing would induce the American
people to take up arms over some territorial dispute in
Europe. But Germany’s continued reluctance to state her
terms was rendering Wilson impotent. When Bernstorff
explained that the German terms could not be published
because their moderation would be taken for weakness, he
was even advised that Germany should ask for more’™—
anything to get the belligerents to the conference table.
Wilson dreaded that America would be dragged into the war
at the heels of France and England, and, to make it plain
that in the day of settlement she would stand for no selfish
aims or vindictive peace-terms, he delivered on January 22nd
to the Senate the famous speech embodying his plan that the
war should end in the establishment of a league to guarantee
peace, in which the United States would participates It
must, however, be a “peace without victory,” in the sense
that neither side should suffer intolerable humiliation ; it must
establish government by consent of the governed; and it must
guarantee “the freedom of the seas.”® During the next

raising of the army might be begun at once—and it was so begun. On Nov. 13
the Czar issued a counter-proclamation confirming a promuse to Poland of
““ autonomy ”’ (under somewhat similar conditions). This was confirmed in his
message to the Russian Armies on Christmas Day.

17 This suggestion was made by Robert Lansing, Secretary of State, but
presumably with the acquiescence of Wilson.

lslgt would, he explained, adopt the Monroe Doctrine as the doctrine of the
world.

2 This was an old doctrine, involying the denial of rights now claimed by
Britain of interference with neutral shidpping, and had been adopted and rejected
by many nations, including the United States, as suited their interests at the
moment. The President now proposed to make the League of Nations the only
authority which cculd authorise interference with shipping.
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few days he actually agreed with Bernstorff to propose the
double peace conference if the German Government would
impart to him, even privately, its terms.

But, on the day on which this offer reached Berlin, it
was already too late. The submarines, with orders to reopen
the campaign, had already sailed for their allotted positions,
and the Chancellor was informed by the naval authorities
that they could not recall thém.?*® A reply outlining in private
the terms which, it was said, Germany would previously have
offered to the Allies®* was despatched for the President; but
it contained also the announcement that Germany was forced
by the Allies’ blockade to resume unrestricted submarine
warfare.?

On January 31st the German Government, after the usual
short campaign of preparatory falsehood,? issued its warning
to neutrals that from February 1st the waters around Great
Britain, France, and Italy were to be considered a barred
zone, in which merchant ships would be liable to be sunk
without notice. This withdrawal of the pledge given to
America nine months before destroyed the trust which
President Wilson had been inclined to place in Germany’s
protestations. Diplomatic relations with her were at once
‘broken off, and, after two months of anguished depression, in
which he still sought some honourable alternative, the
President was, on April 2nd, forced by the increasingly

® Hindenburg states that he did not know of Wilson’s offer until October 1918.

2 The terms were said to be those on which Germany would have been prepared
to negotiate with her enemies if they had accepted her offer of Dec. 12. They
included the restitution of French and Belgian territory, subject to conditions and
guarantees.  According to the Umited States ambassador in Berlin (Hon. J. W.
Gerard), the conditions would probably be the retention of a German garrison
at Namur, Liége, and other fortresses; German ownership of the Belgian railways;
and 2 “rectification  of the French and Russian frontiers; the fate of Roumania
must he in Bulgaria’s hands, and that of Serbia in Austria’s; and Germany must
receive indemnities from all her opponents, and all her ships and colonies must
be returned to her,

2 She oﬁergd to call off the submarines “the moment we are completely assured
that the President’s efforts will lead to a peace that would be acceptable to us.”

* For example, a statement that the British were using hospital ships to carry
combatants and ammunition. This was to prepare world-opinion for the abrogation
of the immunity of these ships, which the unrestricted submarine campaign would
necessitate.  Another statement was that the British were about to instal guns in
the bows as well as on the sterns of merchant vessels. Statements of German
soldiers captured during the winter had strengthened the impression that some new
frightfulness was iz'npending. An Australian diary on Jan. 13 says: ‘“The
Germa:ns are preparing the neutrals for their new poison bombs and submarine
campaign. With this new poison gas and the help of God, the Kaiser says (in
effect), they will overcome us and give their blessings to the world.”
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aggravated causes of hostility,?* to advise Congress to declare
war. It was declared on April 6th. Holland and Denmark,
as Ludendorff had expected, remained neutral.

The fatal decision to launch the submarine campaign
had been precipitated by the anxiety caused to Ludendorff
through Nivelle’s victory on December 15th at Verdun. A
week later it was formally urged by Hindenburg, and it was
finally agreed to by the Kaiser and civil and military chiefs
at a conference on January oth at GH.Q. Hindenburg and
Ludendorff now staked everything on the submarine. The
chief of the naval staff assured them that the economic
difficulties caused by the destruction of merchant ships would
force England to seek peace within six months, and this was
also the opinion of German economists. Ludendorff did not
accept this estimate literally, but he “did think it safe to
reckon that it would have a decisive effect within twelve
months.”  America would come in and would raise a new
army as Great Britain had done, but it could not be
thrown into the scale within twelve months. The German
policy for 1917, therefore, was to urge on the mnaval
campaign with all speed, and—on land—to hold out as long
as possible in order to give the submarines time to be
effective.

For their land campaign, Hindenburg and Ludendorff
would have wished to adopt a plan of offensive-defensive—
by striking, for example, at the sides of the re-entrant driven
into their lines on the Somme, which rendered dangerous the
German positions on either side of it. But that was an area
in which the British and French were very strong; and, with
the apparent certainty of tremendous attacks upon the Russian
and all other fronts, the question arose—could the German
staff afford to concentrate all its reserves for an offensive
of its own in this region? This was held to be too dangerous,
and all notion of attacking was therefore abandoned—the
only course was to prepare to beat off the coming attacks.
But both Hindenburg and Ludendorff stress the fact that,

24 Although the German Government was certain that the submarimme campaign
would bring America into the war, it was obviously its policy to delay that event
as long as possible. Germany was first warned that, if American ships were sunk
and American lives Jlost, protective steps would be taken. If the submarine
campaign was to be effective such losses were inevitable, and they were increasingly
incurred during March, But the German Government had also by that time
needlessly inflamed American opinion by reckless overtures made to Mexico that
she and Japan should join against the United States in the event of war.

6



58 THE A.LF. IN FRANCE [Sept., 1916-Jan., 1917

in the early part of 1917, they were possessed by deep anxiety
as to where and when the Allies would strike. They antici-
pated a British offensive on and north of the Somme, and—
though less confidently—a French offensive some distance
south of it; Italy’s action also was fairly certain.® As to
other plans, they were in the dark. The outstanding fact was
that their salient north of the Somme battlefield dangerously
tempted an attack.

A means existed, however, of avoiding the danger.
Almost immediately after their arrival on the Western Front,
the new German chiefs, impressed with the possibility of a
rupture at any moment on the Somme, had ordered the forti-
fication of a strong rearward line which would either bar
the advance of the Allies, if they did break through, or
furnish a new front on which the Germans could voluntarily
fall back to avoid pressure. This line, about 100 miles in
length, ran across the base of the great salient from Arras
to Soissons. Its construction had been begun at the end of
September. It was now decided to fall hack upon it.2 Not
only would the dangerous salient be
thus discarded, but two other advan-
tages of equal importance would be
gained: first, by the shortening of the
line, a large number of divisions
would be saved: and, second, the
offensives which the British and

that front would be dislocated and
delayed. Delay even for a month or
six weeks would help towards giving
the submarines time to obtain a
decision.  Incidentally, as the new line was being laid
out in quiet conditions and not on the battlefield, its
situation would be determined by considerations of fortifi-
cation and engineering, and would afford stronger and
more comfortable shelter than the existing positions. It
would, for example, be provided with concrete dugouts and

35 “There was no doubt about the continuation of the struggle on the Isonzo
i:;:;g Trieste was Ttaly’s goal.” (Ludendorff, My War Memories, Vol. II, p.
2 This intention had long been held, but no final decision had previously been

come to. Crown Prince Rupprecht favoured the withdrawal; the commander-
of the First Army (Below) was against it.
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immensely broad belts of wire. The depth of the retirement
would vary from twelve miles near Bapaume to thirty near
Roye. By the destruction of houses and trees, a fifteen-
kilometre belt in front of the new line could therefore be
laid bare of all shelter for hostile troops or guns, roads and
railways damaged, and bridges and wells rendered useless.

In spite of these great advantages, the plan appeared to
both Hindenburg and Ludendorff to involve one outstanding
danger: “it implied a confession of weakness, bound to
raise the morale of the enemy and lower our own. But as
it was necessary for military reasons, we had no choice; it
had to be carried out.” The officers responsible for secret
intelligence and for press propaganda were instructed to blind
not only the enemy intelligence staff, but the German and
neutral press, with false expectations and, when the retreat
took place, with false interpretations of its true import.*
The order for the operation (which was given the code name
* Alberich ) was issued with the utmost secrecy on February
4th. For better control, the German armies in France and
Belgium were at this stage divided into three groups*—leit,
right, and centre. The right group, which for the remainder
of the war was commanded by Crown Prince Rupprecht of
Bavaria,?® and which included the whole front opposite the
British, was charged with making all preparations for the
great retreat.

Thus, whether credited or not, the statements referred to
in the previous chapter,® of prisoners taken on February
24th and 25th, gave the British accurate information of the
enemy campaign for 1917. His detailed plans were, of course,
unknown, and, before they are described, the narrative must
show how the Allies through mists of uncertainty groped
after their retiring opponents.

2 My War Memories, Vol. I, pp. 407-8. ‘G tad b

28 The Crown Prince Rupprecht and the Crown Prince of Germany had been
appointed to thr:air groups atpthe end of August 1916. The First Army Commander

elow) had previously been under the commander of the Second (Gallwltz)é .

2 In thi the Sixth, First, Second, and (for a time) the Sevent
Armi?s. nsszmghger:rougs ;rere’ under the German Crown Prince and Duke
Albrecht of Wiirttemberg.

0P, 43,



CHAPTER IV
THE GERMANS RETIRE

THE I Anzac Corps was in the midst of the sector concerned
with the great German manceuvre of 1917; but the credit
of discovering that the enemy’s forward positions in front
of the Fifth Army were being abandoned does not belong to
it. This was not due to any slackness of the patrols. Every
night each battalion had several small parties crawling about
the mud between their own wire and the enemy’s, and
examining the entanglements in front of The Maze, and
the “ Hook,” “Butte,” and “ Gird > Trenches, which the 1st
and 2nd Divisions were shortly to attack.

The staffs of I Anzac and all other corps of the Fifth
Army' had on February 22nd received from Fifth Army
Headquarters a remarkable item of information. It was
stated that wireless messages sent out on February 2oth and
21st from the rear areas of three of the German divisions
facing that army contained orders for the wireless stations
in those areas ‘‘to dismantle and be prepared to move with
all material, and not to leave anything behind.” The northern
forward stations were to move back to their rear station. The
message from Fifth Army added:

Since these orders were intercepted, no further messages from the
forward stations in question have been picked up. . . . While no
definite conclusion as to the withdrawal of troops can be drawn from
the intercepted messages, they are undoubtedly significant, and, if
indications from other sources could be obtained of alterations in the
enemy’s dispositions, they might furnish valuable corroborative evidence.

That the enemy should withdraw from the lines which
he had held so stoutly throughout the winter, and on the
problems of every yard of which the attention of both sides
had for months been concentrated, was so unbelievable that
army headquarters made no haste to circulate this news, and
the I Anzac intelligence staff, assuming that it was informed
“ just on the chance of there being something in it,” actually
omitted to pass on the information to its four divisions in the

* These were the II and V Corps in the line, and the XIIT Corps in reserve.

60
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line? The result was that the reports of their patrols at
work throughout the night, though abundant and excellently
accurate, furnished nothing which, unless illuminated by
knowledge that a withdrawal was suspected, could have
roused the suspicions of the most penetrating commander.
The 4th Australian Division was that night busy with its last
bombing attack in Stormy Trench. The thirty-two prisoners
taken were examined in the normal course, but, though they
answered freely and said they were expecting to be “ relieved ”
at 3 a.m., none dropped any hint of a withdrawal® As for
the patrols, the dense fog following on the thaw was
rendered luminous by the flares constantly thrown by the
enemy, but little could be seen through it. From the sounds
of snipers’ rifles—active except near The Maze—of occasional
machine-guns, and of a number of German working parties,
the patrols inferred that the enemy was holding his line in
strength.

It is possible to remark, after the events, that in the
recorded reports of the patrols an abnormal amount of noise
is attributed to the German fatigue parties, usually so cautious.
Scouts of the 8th Brigade noticed
talking, splashing, and an unusual amount of noise in Sunray Trench
from 6 p.m. to 8.30 p.m., when normal quiet was resumed.

Scouts of the 48th Battalion (12th Brigade), who in the small
hours of the 23rd reconnoitred Stormy Trench beyond the

point attacked by the 45th, reported:
Enemy strongly holding positions. Much talking.

The early night patrols of the 5th Brigade stated that, near

the old light-railway terminus at Le Sars, then in No-Man’s

Land,

working parties were distinctly heard

their movements.
In front of the Butte flares and rifle-grenades were frequently

but dense fog obscured

fired . . . considerable talking and coughing could be heard.
An enemy working party were using shovels behind their
own wire.

21t is true that, earlier in the winter, two prisoners had told the I Anzac
intelligence staff that the Germans intended to withdraw to a line at Cambrai
The statement made some impression at the time and was passed on to the
Fourth Army staff, which, however, was sceptical,

3With the exception of one man_ of the 161st Minenwerfer Company, all the
prisoners belonged to the I and III/36z LR. of the 4th Ersatz Division. The
statement about ‘‘ relief ” came from the rzth company (III Bn.).
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Arrowe shows 4th Div. attack.

A late patrol (about 2-3 a.m.) stated:

About M.17.A.5.3 (German front line south of the Butte of

Warlencourt), a machine-gun was seen to fire about 25 yards away
(from the patrol). . . . Fifty yards west of this there was much
sniping fire going on. . . . Enemy parties were at work all round
this vicinity, but fog prevented the patrol from distinguishing exactly
what was going on.
A hundred yards to the left the patrol saw “a number of
snipers’ posts from which flares and rifle-shots were fired.”
The patrols would naturally wonder why there was so much
sniping activity in a fog which hid all targets. Scouts of
the 5th Brigade reported that the German machine-guns were
ready to fire upon the least sound. A party from the 6th
Brigade, north of the road to Bapaume, came suddenly on
some Germans lying out north of Le Sars and was bombed,
a corporal being killed. On the other hand, the 1st
Division opposite The Maze found the enemy inactive. Its
“summary ” said:

It is probable that a relief took place opposite our left section

(3rd Brigade) last night. Very few flares were fired, and hostile
artillery was inactive.

Brief précis of patrol reports reached corps headquarters
in the divisional summaries late in the day, and nothing unusual
was remarked in them. The dawn reports from the 2nd and
4th Divisions had simply recorded “situation normal,” and
those from the Ist and 5th “situation quiet.” The II Corps
said the same, and the Fifth Army “front quiet.”* Yet, as

*The Fifth Army, however, excepted the front of the 4th Aust. Divisi i
had attacked durin’g the niéht. P 4 ue ivision, which
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will be related® the sector of each German regiment on
most of the Fifth Army’s front had since 1 a.m. been
occupied by only about twenty men. Most of these withdrew
at daylight.

The day which followed, February 23rd, appeared to all
troops on the Anzac front to be absolutely normal. Reports
from the left and centre stated that there was no sniping, but
the mist which continued till midday “ prevented activity ” by
Australian snipers also. The enemy’s machine-guns were
“more quiet than usual,” except in firing overhead on back
areas. His trench-mortars were “very inactive,” but his
artillery “ much more active.” Early in the afternoon a fire
was seen in Warlencourt. On the right, German machine-
guns and snipers fired normally, and artillery was active.®
All the extant evening reports from the Australian divisions®
represent the situation as “normal” or “unchanged.” The
evening report from the Fifth Army mentioned that the 18th
British Division (V Corps) had during the day occupied a
position in the salient south of Miraumont without meeting
resistance.

Early in the night of the 23rd, however, the attention
of several battalion commanders was focussed on the German
trenches facing their several sectors by reports very different
from those previously received. From the right leftwards,
in the 5th Division a patrol® reconnoitring Sunray Trench,
which that division was to attack a few days later, found that
its was empty except for a single enemy post; yet the enemy
was throwing an unusual number of flares. Patrols of the
left brigade (12th) of the 4th Division,® found Stormy Trench
full of movement till 8.30, but very quiet from that time
on. Along the front of. the 1st and 2nd Divisions almost
every patrol brought back the news that, in contrast to its
abnormal activity on the past few nights, the German front
appeared to be almost dead. The known points from which
machine-guns usually fired were silent; flares were being

5 P. 80.

6 The ordinary weekly summary of operations sent to corps headquarters that
day by the 1st Aust. Division contained the information, afterwords noted as
significant; “ There appears to have been a steady diminution of hostile fire,
which indicates a decrease in guns. This has been made up (for) in a certain
measure by a considerable increase in the number of trench-mortars employed

against our front line.”
7That from the 2nd Division is missing from the records.

80Of the g3ist Battalion (8th Brigade). .
9 The right brigade (13th) of the 4th Division was relieved that night,
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thrown all along the front—but from positions well in rear
of the trenches usually held!® Moreover, patrols of the 3rd
and 3th Brigades, examining, as previously, the entanglements
at The Maze and Hook
Trench, found that the enemy
was deliberately shelling those
positions. In the 3rd Brigade,
at about 11 p.m., a patrol of
the 10th Battalion entered
Hook Sap and found it empty.
The fact was reported to the
brigadier, H. G. Bennett, in
time to allow him to send out
before daylight special patrols of both gth and r1oth “to
verify,” as he wrote later, “ the suspicion that the enemy was
clearing out.”

The patrols (he wrote afterwards) could not hear any movement
whatever in the enemy lines. They should have endeavoured to enter
the enemy trench. . . . The cause for this omission I put down to
the effects of trench-warfare.

Near Butte Trench patrols of the 5th Brigade entered at
least one small post from which the enemy had just with-
drawn. No less than five of the local commanders in their
several small sectors made their own arrangements to act
upon the surprising information received** But it is
astonishing that not one of them ensured that the attention
of the divisional staff should be immediately and urgently
drawn to the news.!? As a result, the morning reports from
the four divisions to corps headquarters on February 24th
still ran—

sth Division: “ Situation quiet.”

4th Division: “Situation normal.”

1st Division: * Situation normal.”

2nd Division: “Situation normal.”

¥Yn the 3rd Brigade the oth Battalion reported this at The Maze, and the
10th opposite Gird Trench; in the sth Brigade, the 18th Battalion reported to
the same effect south of the Butte, and the z2oth west of it.

1 Colonel Leane of the 48th decided to send a team of bombers after dusk
on the next night into Stormy Trench where it was reported empty. General
Bennett ordered patrols of the oth and roth, when darkness fell, actually to
enter the German trenches with a view to their immediate occupation if the
Germans were not found there. Colonel Murphy of the 18th had dummy figures
exhibited on the parapet of his front line during the morning, in order to draw
fire, they were not fired on, and some of the officers confirmed the test by
walking about fully exposed in places where, two days before, it would have
meant certain death.

. BThe commander of the roth (Lieut.-Col. R. B, Jacob) did, however, at once
inform his brigadier.
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The IT Corps reported ‘‘situation quiet,” and Fifth Army
“situation normal.” Yei, except for a few patrols, the
German front line had then lain empty for twenty-four
hours.

It almost appears as if the information would hardly
have reached corps headquarters before the following night®
had not Colonel Bridges, the chief-of-staff of the 2nd Division,
happened about 10 a.m. to visit the headquarters of the sth
Brigade to discuss preparations for the coming attack. During
the interview Brigadier-General Smith informed him of the
patrol reports. The local opinion was that the Germans were
abandoning a muddy advanced position south of the Butte
and possibly also the Butte itself and a neighbouring quarry.**
The brigadier was going to have the matter probed by patrols
after dark. Bridges returned with the news to Brigadier-
General Gellibrand, who happened to be in temporary
command*® of the division.  The report from the sth
Brigade’s front was sent on by them at midday to corps
headquarters, which forwarded it at 3 p.m. to army head-
quarters and to the 1st Division, together with Gellibrand’s
opinion that the tranquil conditions were due to a relief in
the enemy’s line.’®* Meanwhile, however, at 2 o’clock General
Smith, ringing up the commander of the 3rd Brigade, ascer-
tained that precisely similar reports had been received from
its patrols, and that it also was going to probe at dusk. The
two brigadiers were convinced that a local retirement at least
from The Maze and posts in front of the Butte had taken
place, and they arranged to co-ordinate their reconnaissances.
The patrols would be sent out at 6.30, and, as soon as these
reported “all clear,” both brigades would advance, the 3rd
(1st Division) up to the far side of The Maze, the sth (2nd
Division) to Gird Trench. The artillery would lay its fire
no closer than 300 yards from these objectives, until it received
further instructions.

33 The divisional intelligence staffs would sometime during the day have received
the typewritten ‘¢ intelligence summaries’ of the brigades and would presumably
have noted the reports mentioned in them.

14 The quarry from whose contents the Butte had been built.

15 Tn the absence of its new commander, General Smyth. .

16 This message, sent at 12.40 p.m., was: ¢ During night no enemy machine-

ns or trench-mortars fired from Butte Trench or vicinity of two posts at

.17.A.33.2 (south of the Butte), nor were any flares fired from these 5)9’sxtxons,
although on previous night enemy had been active. Relief is suspected. The
telegram was received at corps headquarters at 1.13 p.m. and was shown to General
White.
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These plans were complete by 4 o'clock, but there is no
evidence that the 1st and 2nd Divisions, which made them,
informed corps headquarters, nor did corps headquarters,
tfor its part, inform those divisions that, on the previous
night, trenches opposite the 4th and 5th Divisions also had
been found silent. Consequently until a few minutes before
5 pm., these facts were assumed to have a purely local
significance. At that hour, General White at corps head-
quarters telephoned to all divisions the news, just received
from Fifth Army, that the V Corps had found the German
positions in Petit Miraumont and south of it empty. This,
he said, combined with the reports of Australian patrols,
suggested that “a certain withdrawal of the enemy's forces
has taken place or is about to take place.”’*"

It is astonishing evidence of the paralysing effect of the
long tense struggle in the Somme mud that the first general
realisation of the truth should have come to the Australian
divisions with this message. The only sphere in which the
intelligence organisation of the corps had functioned usefully
was that of the patrols. Their reports on the nights of the
22nd and 23rd were abundant and accurate in almost every
detail; but patrols had only to rivet their attention on the
narrow sector immediately in front of them. Unfortunately,
almost every department of the staff behind them was doing
the same. The leaders, having for months been matching
their wits against those of the enemy in solving the problems
of their own few acres of muddy front, had lost sight of
wider considerations. With them the vital and absorbing
matters were next week’s raids, the coming offensives, the
cutting of wire. Thus staffs, both higher and lower, which
for forty-eight hours had vital items of intelligence actually

lying on their tables, failed to recognise them and pass them
on.

¥ The words are from the order issued at 8 p.m. confirming the instructions.
It _was then known that the Germans had withdrawn from the point of their
salient near Serre. At 6 am. on the 24th three patrols of the 7th (British)
Division had penetrated as far into Serre as the fire of their own artillery
would allow. = At 9.45 a.m., Colonel W. W. Norman (of Sidmouth, Devon,
Eng.) of. the 21st Manchester Regiment saw them returning over the crest.
They said that not a shot had been fired at them, and no Germans had been
seen.  “The above report,” wrote Colonel Norman, “seems almost incredible,

but I am of opinion that it is reliable. If 5o, it points to the evacuation of
Serre by the enemy.”
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The orders of the 3rd and sth Brigades were altered to
conform with the general instructions telephoned by WWhite
from corps headquarters. These directed the
three Australian divisions—for the 4th was
this night withdrawn—to occupy  without
hesitation ”* all ground discovered to be unoccupied by
the enemy up to the several objectives shown below. This
advance—I1,000 to 1,200 yards on the right and centre,

German plan
suspected
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and 500 on the left—would bring them almost to the
bottom of the valley which the Germans had held all
the winter and, on the right, to the enemy’s intermediate
line. While the patrols pushed out into the fog, which was
less thick than on the 23rd, the whole corps was raised
to a high pitch of excitement by the gradual spreading of
fresh news from Fifth Army. At 8 o’clock it was heard
that Serre,*® north of the Ancre, had been found abandoned,
and that the 2nd British Division (II Corps), on the left of
the 2nd Australian, was that night endeavouring to occupy
Pys® A few minutes later came another message laying
down as the objective of the Fifth Army that night the
ruined villages of Warlencourt, Pys, Irles, Miraumont,
and Serre. At 11.15 the II Corps telegraphed that its

13 The objective of several dreadful attacks in July and November 1916.

19 In this message Gough instructed I Anzac also to “push forward mnorth
tomight and gain touch along whole corps front.” But orders to that effect
had alfeady been given by Birdwood.
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patrols, pushing through the
abandoned trenches, had
come upon a German, left
behind with trench-feet by
an enemy rear-guard. He
said that Miraumont had
been vacated on the night
of February 22nd, and that
the Germans were with-
drawing to a line of
trenches at Cambrai, twenty-
two miles back.

It was this statement which transformed the entire out-
look of the Fifth Army; indeed, if true, it would obviously
affect the plans of the Allies on the whole Western Front.
Once or twice during the winter captured Germans had
spoken of an extensive trench-line in preparation near
Cambrai. They attributed it to the prudence of their new
commander-in-chief, and it was referred to in British
intelligence summaries as the “ Cambrai” or “ Hindenburg ”
line.?* During the past week prisoners had frequently
spoken of it; it had been sighted from the air,* and since
February 15th several descriptions of it, compiled from
this evidence, had appeared among other items in G.H.Q.
intelligence summaries.?® Several thousand men were known
to be working in its area, including, besides German troops
and French and Russian prisoners, a very large number of
French or Belgian civilians brought thither from their homes
in other provinces.?® Broad belts of wire were known to
be one of its chief features;?* exaggerated accounts described
them as many hundred metres wide. It had been conjectured

Front lme during winter, 1916-17.

. A document of the Fifth Army on Feb. 21 describing the line says: It
is known to the enemy as the Hindenburg Line.” Actually it was known to
them as the ‘ Siegfried Line.”

2 According to the British Official History (The War in the Air, Vol. II, p. 317),
observers of the 3rd Brigade, R.F.C., first sighted it during the last days of
the Somme battle, especially north of Quéant. On Nov. 9 part of the 11ith
Squadron, specially sent out, sighted the northern part of it.

2 For example, in the G.H.Q. summary on Feb. 15, 20, and 21. A description
also appeared in the summary of Fifth Army on the 21st.

* Five of the French prisoners of war who escaped and reached the Fourth
Army’s line on Feb. 18 added some particulars to the knowledge concerning it.
It was said that the line was to be ready by Feb. 28, but that was unlikely to
be achieved. It was, however (according to a statement of the Fifth Army,
Feb. 21), already ““very strongly wired and contains a great number of dugouts.’

2% See Vol. XII, plate 311,
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that the line was intended to “blunt off ” the German salient
created by the Battle of the Somme, and it was also noted
that it “ would provide a strong line of resistance”” on which
the Germans could “fall back, if forced to evacuate the
salient between Arras and the Ancre.” German officers
taken near Pys on February 17th stated that their higher
staff had already decided to retire from Pys and Miraumont,
in order to avoid the fire concentrated on those places.®
The Fifth Army had already observed certain indications that
the enemy did not intend to resist its coming offensive at
his existing front line, but at his much stronger position
around Loupart Wood on the
Bapaume heights. To the staff,
therefore, a slight retirement was
not wholly unexpected.

But the mention of with-
drawal to Cambrai fell like a
thunderclap both on leaders and
on troops. The southern part of | \é’
the “Hindenburg Line” had §
not yet been located by British
aeroplanes; but a retirement to

\ .

\a ), ®Cambrai

®Bapaume
\

it would probably mean a with- . %
.drawal of the whole German front g2 o 2 _sp Miles
between Arras and Soissons—g5

. . A—Immediate retirement.
miles—or even as far as Valuy_ B—Expected final retirement.

107 miles. The re-trenched line

would be only 70 miles long, and the enemy’s motive was
instantly guessed by many on the British staff. If the
prisoner’s statement was true, the enemy would not merely
straighten his line and save troops. He would dislocate an
important part of the great British offensive, which most
British staff officers knew to be impending at Arras. “I
am afraid it is a very clever thing the Germans have done,”
was General White’s comment. But even he was unaware
that the secondary offensive by the French Northern Group
might be similarly affected.

2 These officers were then under the impression that Pys and Mira.umo;xt had
been seized by the British, They would in that case have been betraying no
= useful information. .
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Needless to say, the front-line troops were cognisant of
no such considerations. They were aware only of one almost
incredible fact—the German Army was with-
The advance drawing! *Going for a walk in Bapaume
begins - .
to-morrow * ” said an officer of the I Anzac
intelligence staff to his astonished mess-fellows as th.ey
gathered for the evening meal. Among the reserve companies
of battalions in the front line as they buckled on their kit
in response to the sudden order to take the places of their
advancing front-line companies, and among the reserve
battalions ordered to furnish carrying parties and to he
prepared for an immediate advance, the excitement was
intense. The depression of the long winter’s struggle began
to vanish like mists breaking beneath the sun. But the
excitement was probably nowhere so great as in the billets
of the 13th Light Horse Regiment, when, shortly before mid-
night, it was ordered to prepare to carry out for the first
time its proper function—" special patrol duty ” ahead of the
corps.?® One squadron was to be collected and to be held
ready at dawn, on the old Bapaume road at Poziéres, a
couple of miles behind the front. In spite of the excitement
and even without the suggestion which came at once from
army headquarters—all troops were determined to look out
for mines and other traps.

Owing to the fog there was a long wait before the first
reports came back from patrols. Those of the 3rd and sth
Brigades were to have gone out at 6.30 p.m.?” but in the
sector of the 3rd Brigade special shelter was afforded by
several old saps running from the Australian trenches into
The Maze; and, without waiting for dark, the gth (Queens-
land) Battalion, which held that sector and was in particularly
fine fettle,”® sent a patrol up one of these trenches. Led by
Sergeant Malin,? the party crawled to the German wire, and,

#In accordance with nstructions sent from General Gough’s headquarters.

%1 The 1st Division, however, ordered its artillery-fire to be advanced at 5.30
p.m., so as to allow patrols to issue safely.

3Tt was shortly to have raided The Maze, and its raidin arty was then
training in a back area under Major Wilder-Nel’igan. & party

® Sgt. W. W. Malin, M.M. (No. 27504; gth Bn.). Electric power sawman;
of Brisbane; b. Stretton, Staffs., Eng., 22 Oct., 1886. (With him were L/Cpl. W.
Griffiths and Privates B. G. King and H. Charlton. It was a patrol consisting
of the same three, under Cpl. J. T. Molloy, that had reported the trenches quiet
on the previous night. ~Griffiths, who died of illness on 30 Jan., 1919, belonged
gthetd Higﬁ%l_and;t;[{mg, dsledo otf wounds onW 23 %‘Jlagﬂ’ :%18, to Gympie, Q’land;
‘narlton, led 1n action on ct., 1917, to est send, N.S.W.;
killed in action on 15 April, 1917, to (.]arrieton, S. Aust.) » N.S.W.; and Malloy,
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hearing no sound, leapt into the trench. There dividing, it
worked along the sides of the triangle listening and looking
down at every dugout entrance, and presently met again at
the farther side, having found nothing more dangerous than
a black cat which bolted from one deserted entrance. By
7 o'clock this patrol had returned and telephoned that no
Germans had been found.®

The sister battalion (10th, South Australia) and the two
front-line battalions of the 5th (New South Wales) Brigade
near the Butte were faced by the wide mud-field of No-Man's
Land, and were much slower in obtaining the news, as were
the other five brigades,® which had not received the orders
till about 5.30. The 3rd and sth Brigades, however, arranged
that, if the front was reported clear, their front-line com-
panies should advance together at 8.30 p.m. The 6th Brigade.
farther left, would if possible act similarly. But at 8.28 no
word had arrived from any other patrol. General Bennett
of the 3rd Brigade therefore sent on his gth Battalion to
occupy The Maze. It was not until ¢ that the 5th Brigade,
on his left, received any word from the silent white blanket
of fog through which the patrols were groping. Then news
arrived that, except for an occasional shot, the patrols of
the sth Brigade had met with no resistance. At 10.20 the
front-line battalions of that brigade and the 1oth Battalion
on their right were ordered to move steadily forward, taking
every precaution against

. 2 So____1000_1500 Y5ras A . S
mines and traps. By 1.30 - T we. g:g:,.,/ N 4T
these troops were in or Zoer Marencourt I:leie"
beyond the old support < \

’ i3
line of the enemy on their e AFPS_
front, except at the inner '-Ia\ 22, 31’4{ N
flank of their two brigades i NleSarsf 1:/ 3
(3rd and s5th), where fire IGBQSTSB‘UGQ{\/ 73
from some party of the ' 'é'-:-.‘-\!.ee
enemy temporarily pre- ~ /ﬂz%‘zj’y”!_:‘:: Yoo T
vented their junction.®® (Nole Wumbers indicate Lalianoss)-.
Yet these advanced troops ]
had not so far found touch with any solid enemy, and on their

30 The message was in simple code: ¢ Bon, bon, trés bon! .

31 The forward brigades were (left to right): 6th, sth, 3rd, 2nd, 12th (being
s Tt ey e 4 Brigade (:8th Bn.). The advance of the

2 Thi he right of the sth Brigade (1 n.). }
left 2&;53.1?0&:11(1 (:gtht) ealxs-;g had been delayed through the driving back of one of its
patrols by some German trench-mortar stationed beyond.

D
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left the situation was still more vague. The Patrols of the
6th (Victoria) Brigade had simply vanishegl into the dark.
Despite the impatience of the acting-brigadier, Colonel
Forbes,® it was not until 11.40 that definite word came back
from  Gallwitz Trench ” that a patrol of the 21st Battalion
had met some Germans who were throwing flares, and, after
an exchange of bombs, had returned.

To General Gellibrand, the acting-commander of the 2nd
Division, the apparent slowness of that divisiog, and especially
of his own brigade, to obtain urgently needed information was
almost intolerable. The truth was that no force could pass
in an instant from the ingrained habits of trench-warfare to
the skilled practice of semi-open warfare. Throughout this
stage almost every superior was fretting at what appeared to
be the slowness and lack of enterprise of his subordinates.
Army headquarters was urging speed upon corps, corps upon
division, division upon brigade, brigade upon battalion, and
battalion upon its companies. Early in the night Gellibrand
personally took forward to both his brigade commanders the
order from corps laying down the objectives, and insisted
that, even if some opposition was encountered, those objectives
must be occupied. The report from Gallwitz Trench arriving
at this juncture gave evidence that it was held only by a
‘handful of men placed there to make a show. Orders were
-at once given that at 1 a.m. the 21st and 22nd Battalions must
each send forward two companies to enter it.** The com-
-panies advanced in extended order; the right of the 22nd
found itself unable to cross the thick uncut wire-entanglement
protecting the old German position, and sent back for duck-
boards to lay across it; but, by 4.26, both battalions reported
that they were in Gallwitz Trench. No enemy was in contact
with them, and they were ordered to complete their night’s
task by reconnoitring and encircling with posts the ruined
village of Warlencourt beyond the bottom of the valley.®

Thus on the left half of the Anzac front the Germans had
withdrawn almost entirely out of touch; but on the right

.3 Forbes was commanding the 6th Brigade in the absence of General Gellibrand;
“his own battalion, the zrst, was at_different times temporarily under command of
Major B. O. C. Duggan, Captain F. Sale, and Major H. A. Crowther.

3 The support companies of these battalions had both arrived at the front half-
san-hour before, The support battalion (24th) was ordered to send two companies
to bring up bombs.

% The 21st lost two junior officers killed during the patrol operations, Lieut. T.
E. Cozens (of Wangaratta, Vic.) and Lieut. T. L. Murray (oprrafalgar, Vic.).
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there was at first a fairly general show of resistance. In the
1st Division’s right brigade (2nd, Victoria), both front-line
Dattalions® reported that German flares were being thrown
and machine-guns firing as usual. Their patrols, rather late
in going out, brought word at 10 p.m. that the Germans were
holding Bayonet Trench. One patrol, however, made its way
past the German front line, and along the road to the ruins
of Luisenhof Farm, far beyond. Moreover news arrived that
the enemy had abandoned his trenches for a mile and a half
in front of the 4th and sth Divisions, farther to the right.
At 8.15 the 48th Battalion (Western Australia) had thrust
westward along Stormy Trench and now occupied half-a-mile
of the old German front. Still farther right the 3oth (New
South Wales) had by 11.30 occupied most of Sunray Trench.
As the 2nd Brigade alone in that area was held up, Colonel
Jess of the ;th Battalion ordered his company commanders
to go into No-Man’s Land and take control of the patrols,
which must either enter the German line or draw fire.
Flares continually rose from Bayonet Trench and its wire-
entanglement was a serious obstacle. Captain Bowtell-Harris
had reported: “A cat couldn’t get through.” Nevertheless,
after some bombing Bayonet Trench was entered. At 1.40
Captain Hopkins®? reported—

I am writing this in the dark. I have not the slightest notion where
I am, but will hold on. . . . When getting through the wire we saw

the enemy retiring. I should say they were isolated posts. We are
guarding a dugout with Huns inside.

The 8th Battalion also had entered the trench with
little or no opposition.
By daybreak the 2nd
Brigade was in touch
with the 3rd, 300 yards
beyond The Maze. Some
Germans with a machine-
gun—possibly those who
had previously prevented
the junctionof the 3rdand
sth Brigades—had been
located beside the “ Blue
Cut ” road to Le Barque.

38 The 4th and 8th.
87 Major J. W. Hopkins, M.C.; 7th Bn. Warehouseman; of Moonee Ponds and
Birdwoodton, Vic.; b. Fitzroy, Vic.,, 1 March, 18g0.

-

7
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They were rushed by a party of bombers and rifle-
bombers of the 1oth Battalion under Lieutenant White-
ford.®®  Whiteford was killed, but the Germans ran off
into the fog, and at 6 am. the two brigades joined on
their objective. The previous No-Man’s Land, scattered
thickly over with the bodies of English, Scots, and Aus-
tralians killed in the autumn and winter,*® now lay behind
them. The old German support trenches, which the Aus-
tralians occupied, afforded good shelter, although the dugout
entrances had been systematically blown in. The troops
quickly discovered the few deep chambers which could be
used. Traps set by the Germans were usually obvious—
a bayonet sticking in the wall, with a hidden bomb attached,
or a loose board in the floor designed to explode a mine on
contact—and were permanently avoided by all troops even
without warning.*

On the extreme right of the I Anzac front patrols of the
14th Brigade (5th Division) found that the Germans had
not receded an inch, their trenches around Le Transloy being
fully garrisoned. The enemy’s retirement was therefore
evidently pivoting on that point, his line to the south of it
being unaltered, but that to the north swinging back like a
door on its hinge. The Australian troops following him were
not yet clear of the area of muddy shell-craters, but the change
and relief of advancing into more open ground were great,
and close ahead lay the comparatively green valley and upslope
on which the villages and their surrounding trees were not
wholly destroyed. Except on the right, the resistance so far
encountered had obviously come only from some rear party
with a machine-gun or from flare-throwers strung out along
trenches to keep up the appearance of occupation. There was
evidence, however, that strong rear parties of the enemy lay
not far ahead of the Anzac centre. Two captured Germans*
belonging to the party of flare-throwers, which had been sent
out to make a show in Bayonet Trench, said that the rear

3 Lieut. C. G. Whiteford, 10th Bn, Crane driver; of Peterborough, S. Aust.;
b. Mile End, S. Aust., 1805, Killed in action, 25 Feb., 1017. .

% Especially of the 7th Australian Infantry Brigade. The bodies were buried
during the next few days by parties of Austiralian infantry.

2 A few Australians were caught: later, in “ Barley Trench,” several were
killed by a mine apparently operated by a loose wire on the floor of the trench.
A pencil, picked up by another man, exploded under his eyes.

4 Of the I/5 Foot Guard.
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party was stationed at Luisenhof Farm, but that, like their
own, it had instructions in case of attack to fall back on the
111 Battalion, which was holding Le Barque.

On the Anzac left, however, although the infantry had
reached the objective set by Birdwood, there was no word
or sign of the enemy. At 5.15, therefore, Gellibrand set his
brigades two further urgent tasks—to find if the Germans
were, first, in the bottom of the valley, either at Warlencourt
or in the Le Barque switch; or, second, on the upslope bevond,
in “* Malt Trench,” which climbed from Le Barque to a
promontory of the plateau, close in front of Loupart Wood.*
At 7.50, suspecting that the enemy might have withdrawn
too far for the infantry to obtain touch, Gellibrand directed
Colonel Forbes of the 6th Brigade to send out Major
Mclntyre’s*® squadron of the 13th Light Horse Regiment,*
which had been ordered to brigade headquarters at Martin-
puich. At 9.50, when the squadron reached him, Forbes
decided to wait for the reports of his own infantry patrols,
which were then out in the required direction. By noon he
knew that his infantry had found Warlencourt empty and
had established posts all round it, and that a patrol which
attempted to climb the hill to Malt Trench had been fired on
by a machine-gun from that trench. This enemy, however,
might be merely a rear party left behind to harass the
pursuers. The cavalry was therefore ordered to hold itself
ready for a reconnaissance at dawn next morning. In the
meanwhile, the question whether the enemy was really holding
Malt Trench, both on the right, down near Le Barque, and
on the left, on this bastion of the plateau, would be thoroughly
probed.

On the morning of February 25th the country was again
shrouded in thick fog. To attempt to ascertain by air patrols
how far the Germans had withdrawn was

ﬁeugcammh ;vi%h useless, but fairly definite news had at last
the enemy been obtained—its source being the two men

of the 5th Foot Guard captured in Bayonet
Trench. One of these said that the Germans were still

2 See Vol XII, plate 290.

4 Major H, Mclatyre, I Anzac L.H. Regt. Farmer; of Murrumbeena, Vie.;
b. Port Campbell, Vic., 22 Jan.,, 1877. Killed in action, 1 Oct., 1917.

44 The squadron had been placed under the 2nd Division.
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holding, as their front line, the position that had served as
their second line during the winter—the strongly wired
double-trench running from Le Transloy along the slope before
Bapaume and thence round the edge of the platcau in front
of Loupart Wood. This was known to the British as the
“Loupart-Le Transloy Line,”* and to the Germans as the
“R.I 7™ position. Behind it, across the platcau in rcar of
Loupart Wood, skirting Bapaume, and thence south-eastward
along the summit of the ridge, ran the old sccond reserve
position, “R.II,” which the enemy was said to be now
holding as his second line.*”  According to onc ol the
prisoners, the Germans intended to reach the Ilindenburg
Line on March 25th, the retirement being carried out in a
number of stages. Rear parties were said 1o be still situated
between the Australian troops and the enemy’s main froni.
The positions of these parties in one regimenial sector were
definitely indicated—in Luisenhof Farm, and the ruins of Le
Barque; the general line of them would obviously lic in the
cluster of three ruined villages—Le Barque, Ligny-Thilloy,
and Thilloy—and along the intermediate trench system (two
switch lines traversing the low-lying re-entrant in the
R.I line and Y
crossing one
another like
the shafts of
a capital X on
the nearer side
of Le Barque).
At 10 a.m,,
about the time
when this in-
formation was
obtained, the
orders from I
Anzac  Corps
to its three

@ Tt was also named variously in different : it included
sectors: near Le Transloy it included
¢ Sun,” ¢ Meteor,” and *‘ Atom ” Trenches.  South of the Bapzuime road it

became “ Till Trench” and “ Till Support.”  West of the road, the g
was_ known as “Warlencourt Trench,” and the support as éx?:vxflrf:.t }fi(x:::ck
( Grevnl‘lers Trench” was a different work running towards Pys).

“ Possibly the “ First Reserve® line,

“ This line included the defences of Bapaume,
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divisions in the line were issued.*®* The right division—g5th—
was ordered to push out patrols to feel the intermediate trench
(in that scctor, * Barley Trench ”) ahead of it. The centre
division—Ist—was to occupy the trenches which crossed one
another near Le Barque and thence send patrols into the
village. The left division—2nd—was to occupy Warlencourt
and thence to probe the intermediate trench (in that sector,
Malt Trench). Tn forwarding the 1st Division’s order,
Colonel Blamey added that advantage should be taken of the
fog to screen this movement.*?

The first brigade to carry out the order was again the
3rd, which had established itself on the flat foot-hill beyond
The Maze. General Bennett ordered the gth and 10th
Battalions to advance at 1 o’clock, under cover of the mist,
and seize the crossed trenches. A company of the gth which
throughout the drizzly night had been digging a communica-
tion trench to The Maze was hurriedly brought up and lined
out from the battalion’s most advanced post,® and two com-
panies of the 1oth came up on its flank. But at 12.20, while
this movement was in progress, the fog cleared. The German
artillery, observing the assembly, brought down its fire upon
the arca, and, when the line rose and advanced,® four or five
machine-guns from different parts of the landscape ahead
rattled out. A number of officers and men were hit. With
shell-bursts spouting constantly from all parts of the muddy
slope down which they advanced, the Queenslanders and
South Australians moved at a quick marching pace and, as
they did so, caught sight of a few small groups of German
machine-gunners and snipers holding the nearest trench, “ Oat
Lanc.” When the Australians were about 50 yards away these
ran.’* A few were shot, but the majority fled into the wood
{ringing Le Barque, the men of the 10th streaming after them.

44 The 4th Division had by then gome out into rest. It is probable that the
full nformation from the captured Germans had not been received when the
order was issucd; their statements were telegraphed to the divisions in instalments
between noon and 2 p.m.

 Parties of the 2nd Brigade had attacked Luisenhof Farm under cover of the
fog, but found it empty; a German post had been there, but had *already
withdrawn,

8 Near * Bank Trench,” 3oo yards beyond The Maze. The other company of
the oth was not up in time to take part in the first advance, but arrived shortly
after to support it.

51 The 1oth Battalion was in two waves, the gth in one.

%2 Licut, R. M. White, himself a small man, chased and took prisoner two men
of the sth Guard Grenadier Regiment, who, when he was within ten yards,
dropped on their knees and held up their hands.
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This advance was the gmmmzs A AT

A -~ Thilloy:
nearest approach to open war- >mp 3 Uigny g 7%,
fare that most of those who 7%/{%{ e TR
took part had yet experienced.?® -
A German battery commander®*
has since written that it was
obvious on these days that
“Tommy was entirely strange
to the war of movement; the .. \ T
result was heavy losses for - @F ¢ o ; - .
him.” It is certain that both 372} i%"‘/‘;--" P
sides were hampered by inex- ¥ N JER NN
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perience.®® But in the new
freedom of their conditions the spirits of the men were
steadily rising in spite of losses. The 1oth actually crossed
the south-eastern end of Malt Trench and entered the out-
skirts of Le Barque. Here the men gradually recognised
that they had gone too far, and for three-quarters of an hour
streamed back up the road to “Oat ™ and ““ Wheat ” Trenches.
The German artillery bombarded these positions with real
severity, its fire continuing throughout the afternoon on both
1st and 2nd Divisions. The heavy artillery, which was asked
to suppress the German batteries, fired a {few shots, but ceased
upon finding that the enemy batteries were out of range. As
a result of the German bombardment, a second company of
the gth, which came up late under Captain Knightley, was for
a time held up. Eventually, it reached Oat Lane, as did a
company of the 7th on its right, and at 5 o’clock patrols
were sent out, as ordered, towards Le Barque. German
snipers, shooting from the village, hampered their move-
ment, but they crossed “Rye Trench ” and worked round a
sunken road east of that village to a point half-way to
Ligny-Thilloy.

Farther to the left the commander of the 5th Australian
Brigade (2nd Division), whose patrols had been fired on
by machine-guns from the westward continuation of the

% Only a small proportion could remember the fighting of 25 April, 1915, at Anzac.

% Captain Georg von Kutzleben, historian of the 1st Guard Res. F.A. Regt.

% Colonel C. H. Elliott, in the history of the 12th Battalion (p. 286) records that
he found one of his Lewis-gun posts allowing Germans to walk about with impunity
only 6oo yards distant, in the belief that they were ‘““too far away” to fire at.

he German battery commander remarks that the German infantry, also, had to
;ccg:tgo)m itself to use its rifles (Flistory of the 1st Guard Res. Field Art. Regt.,

. .é ¢ -
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same trench,’ had intended that his front-line companies
should advance simultaneously with the 3rd Brigade. Finding,
however, that the 3rd Brigade had already acted, he sent
his own line forward at 2.30. The 18th and 20th Battalions,
moving in artillery formation under fairly heavy shell-fire,
reached Le Barque Switch. At that stage they were faced
with the fire of several machine-guns; further advance over
the open would obviously entail many casualties. But
along the bottom of the valley ran a dry watercourse, the
“ Thames Ditch,” which could be reached by men dribbled
in twos and threes beside the bank of the Bapaume road. In
this creek-bed the 18th Battalion established a firing-line,
400 to 500 yards from Malt Trench. The 20th Battalion,
advancing on either side of the
road, managed on the left to
reach the bank of the Warlen- .
court-Le Barque road, where
it gained touch with the line
of posts already established . -
by the 6th Brigade around ~

Warlencourt. All the nearer o O
intermediate trenches had thus > {’L,_ TR
been gained, except towards ks g o T T T
the right of the corps front, —fisls OF vBde shownTigs @
where patrols of the 15th

Brigade, pushing forward from Stormy and Sunray Trenches,
were stopped by a machine-gun 400 yards short of their
objective.5”

German records make it clear that, yielding to the vehemence of the
3rd Brigade’s attack, the German rear-guard parties in front of Le
Barque actually fell back on a line beyond that

German village, which thus for the time being lay open to
account of the occupation.
withdrawal It is convenient at this point to describe the

German movements during the first few days of the
withdrawal, leaving, however, certain vital particulars, then hidden from
the British, to be explained in Chapter V. As prisoners stated, pre-
parations for a withdrawal had long been in progress, but had as far
as possible been kept secret from the troops. On the walls of their
rest-billets, however, there had appeared mysterious crosses and circles
in yellow paint. Deep diggings were observed at cross-roads and wells;
it gradually became known to the resting units that all these places,

56 Here known as the “ Le Barque Switch.”
5 Known, in that sector, as “ Barley Trench.”
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including the buildings in which they slept, had been mined ready for
blowing up. The French inhabitants were being cleared from a large
area, leave stopped, letters censored, and, between the Hindenburg Line
and the front, three long lines of trench and barbed-wire hurried
towards completion—the R.I line on the Bapaume slope, R.II fringing
(in that sector) the crest, and R.III (or the “Beugny-Ytres” Line)
across the country three miles behind Bapaume.

The present retirement, which the DBritish assumed to be a
preordained part of the great plan of withdrawal, was (as will be
explained in Chapter V) actually not so. It was to end at the R.I
line. On February 19 the officers of the rst Guard Reserve Division’s
artillery had been informed that their batteries were to be moved
behind “this line, and the movement was carried out the same night.’s
At T am. on the 23rd the infantry garrison left its front line, after
first attempting to blow up all deep dugouts in the area forward of
that which would be held by the rear-guard. About twenly men were
left in each regimental sector to make a show of occupation until
daylight. In rear, earlier in the night, the support battalion of cach
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regiment had occupied the R.I line with a full garrison. Farther back,
in Bapaume for example, were the reserve battalions which now
became the close supports. The troops from the old front line simply
passed through these and continued on to the rest arca. Nearest to
the British lay the rear-guard parties, usually a section or iwo of
troops and a machine-gun, with orders to check the British pursuit
and to inflict loss, but to withdraw when seriously attacked. The
German front was thus for the moment more strongly and alertly held
than at normal times.

% The batteries withdrew from advanced positions about l.oupart Wood and
Grévillers to less exposed positions near the same places, or farther back, in the
neighbourhood of the R.II line north-east of Bapaume. The observation-posts were
thenceforth in trees in Loupart Wood and in the houses of Grévillers.



7. MOUTH OF A DUGOUT AT THE MAZE, BLOWN UP BY THE GERMANS
BEFORE WITHDRAWAL

Aust. War Memorial Oficial Photo, No Ez1z.
Taken on 28th February, 1917. To face . 8o.



s3gby N ratdd 17 RIS BNLIETRLES AU AL o

(-2161 ‘fey puce ‘sies 21 weoay paydeasoond)

GIFFIAE) JO STIRIL UNV O (LIAT ooy} IMValoT 8

CIITOTM)




21st-25th Feb, 1917] THE GERMANS RETIRE 81

The order for this withdrawal had been i
advances by the 4sth Battalion in Stormy f:gxiziﬂehfa?izeedthih?“ tt?xv’c;
second assault had been launched only an hour and a half befo:és the
German garrison was due to retire. The silence of the prisoners
then captured is evidence of a steadfastness more than once exhibited
by men of the 4th Ersatz Division in spite of the reputed lowness
of its morale; and the failure to counter-attack was also deliberate—
the trench was due to be abandoned, and its loss an hour earlier did
not then endanger any adjoining position. One precaution was taken—
the battalion holding the trenches next to the lost section stayed on
a little longer to deceive their opponents, and then retired unr}lroticed
In this the fog was of great assistance. “Through the rain and
mist,” says the regimental historian of the sth Guard Grenadier
Regiment, which withdrew from The Maze, “the evacuation of the
front line went off smoothly and without loss.” The destruction
of dugouts had not been quite so thorough as the German staff
probably believed or intended,5? but the removal or destruction of
papers was remarkably thorough: it was not until March 13 that
any document of value was found on this part of the front.60

At 230 a.m. on the 23rd large craters were blown in the road
leading through Le Barque and Thilloy, and on the main Bapaume
road, rendering them impassable by wheeled vehicles. The forward
area was now occupied only by the few men with orders to “throw
flares” and “ make sounds of activity on the wire-entanglements ”—
and even these troops were in some cases from a quarter to half-a-
mile beh.md the old front line. The German artillery was ordered
to keep its barrage line in front of the old position as long as it was
possible to do so. At day-break the flare-throwers were withdrawn,
but an observing party remained throughout the 23rd in “Bank
Trench ” (on the knuckle east of The Maze) and between 8 and 10.20
there were sent back several mistaken reports that Australian patrols
had penetrated The Maze and the adjoining part of Bayonet Trench.
It was for this reason that the German artillery laid its fire on parts
of its old {ront line.

Scouting parties sent out by the Germans on February 24 found to
their surprise that these trenches were empty, the supposed intruders
having apparently evacuated them. On the suggestion of the com-
mander of its rear-guard, the 4th Guard Division sent out again
patrols of 15-20 men under an officer, one in each regimental sector,
to reoccupy the front line, and, if possible, ascertain the position.
It was these which, going out at 5 p.m. on the 24th, found the
Australians beginning to flow into the old German lines, and were
responsible for the occasional resistance offered on the 1st Australian
Division’s front that night.61

The thrust of the 3rd and sth Australian Brigades on February
25 had pressed chiefly upon the 5th Guard Grenadier (4th Guard
Division), whose rear parties held the Bapaume road to {and
including) Le Barque. They amounted to seven sections of infantry

8 In many dugouts only the entrances were blown in; 1n a few the charges failed
to explode.

% See p. 120.

8 Their orders were to throw flares from the old front line, but to retire if
attacked. The patrol of the sth Foot Guard Regiment in Bayonet Trench gradually
rqﬂ;i;gd before the 2nd Australian Brigade, until 4 a.m., when it was entirely
withdrawn.

3
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and three machine-guns in all, §& N v X v
disposed as shown in the ////4_;— X //0 ,’}
marginal sketch. East and S GdQ' il
west of them respectively were \(é A o b N
similar parties of the sth Foot ’e X 03

Guard and 1st Guard Reserve
Regiments.62  This day the
German artillery was delighted
with the targets offered to it,
not only in the shape of

advancing infantry, but of guns N
and their crews ccﬂni}r;g floi'lwarﬂ Pl K
into positions in which—although » ™ Q5.

obviously they only realised it \v~— &% = S00___sov0 1500 Yards

when fire was opened on -
them—they were open to view of the German 'obscrvcrs. _lhc
German artillery, pounding these targets and expecting cvery minute
the hated counter-battery fire of the British artillery, was surprised to
find that on this day no such fire came.8¢ It was not until this stage,
much later than they themselves had expected, that the Germans began
to feel the pressure of the pursuit. Their rear parties, as has been
mentioned, were driven from Le Barque, and the Guard Reserve Corps
accordingly decided to strengthen its rear-guard in that scctor. The
sth Guard Grenadier sent thither an additional forty men with a
machine-gun, and it was reported that by 4.15 p.m. these had reoccupied
(German accounts say ‘“re-taken”) the abandoned willage  The
neighbouring s5th Foot Guard re-entered Barley Trench, retired agaim
on the advance of an Australian patrol, but rcoccupied the trench when
the patrol was shelled out.

The slight nature of the resistance thus far encountered
was evident to the Australian leaders, but patrols found great
difficulty in making headway,** especially on

g‘g::::ce m  the leftz whic}} was overlooked by the cnemy
Malt Trench  from his bastion in front of Loupart Wood.
Gellibrand, therefore, again pressed hy Corps

Headquarters, decided to test, by a determined advance, his

62 The sth Foot Guard belonged to the 4th Guard Division, the 1st G.R.R. to the
1st Guard Res. Division.

@ The Germans presently guessed—probably through statements by prisimers—
that the British believed that the Germans were retiring beyond Bapaume, m which
case the German artillery would have withdrawn from all known battery positions.
This did not really account for the silence of the British aitillery. ‘I'he hatteries
which the British believed to have withdrawn had withdrawn. The British silence
was probably due rather to uncertainty concerning the action to be taken, and the
need for advancing batteries. The uncertainty soon ended. The I Anzac
“heavies” (now the 14th and 23rd Heavy Artillery Groups) fired on Feb, =23
725 rounds; Feb. 24, 486; Feb. 25, 680; Feb. 26, 1,780; Feb. 27, 2,786; Ieb. 28,
2,207. On the 26th many guns were being moved up, mostly on the Decauville
railways, and on the 27th (a fine day) they were registering, with acroplane
observation, the new German front line.

¢ Apparently in consequence of this slowness, Gellibrand ordered the relief of

thﬁ 6th Brigade by the 7th to be postponed 24 hours. Ile afterwards cancelled this
o1der.
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belief that Malt Trench, the last, and most important, of
the enemy’s intermediate defences on his front, was held
only by similar rear parties. Such action could not be
materially assisted by the artillery, some of whose batteries
were engaged in moving up on the Decauville railway or
in registering from their new positions. Outright attack
was not strictly in conformity with the orders from the
corps commander, which enjoined the sending out of
patrols;® but the suspicion that the troops were really being
held up by a mere handful of scattered machine-gunners
strained the patience of most commanders, and Gellibrand's
determined methods throughout this stage received warm
approval {rom his superiors. It was in this spirit that he
sent to the 5th and 6th Brigades at 2.30 the following order:

The divisional commander desires the line of Malt and Gamp
Trenches to be occupied by dusk unless proved to be strongly held
by the enemy. He hopes to hear of the occupation of this line by
530 pm.

This amounted to an order to both brigades to test Malt
Trench by some form of attack promptly and with energy.
Nevertheless darkness fell and

the hours passed without bringing ;% £
= ) . .

Gellibrand the news he desired. S NsEm L "
About 9 o’clock he heard that at ?\J,w’ r\?:;’?’ {(4
%

i

6.10 the men of the 5th Brigade, \,Qi "‘;Q” P ;?;?fﬁ .y:_:.
- ﬁs%

attacking Malt Trench on the flats N &

¥l 2&(&9\)
near the Bapaume road, were in ~TS3%

24

front of the German entangle-
ment trying to find a way through,
and that the 6th Brigade, attack-
ing the same trench on the height Position of sth and Gih Brigades
in front of Loupart Wood, were efore Malt Trench.
held up on the left, and, on the right were coming
back disorganised after an attempt to penetrate the enemy’s
wire.

What had happened in the 5th Brigade was that, as soon
as the two advanced companies of the 18th Battalion leit

% The order from I Anzac to the 2nd Division on the previous evening had been
to send forward strong patrols and “occupy without hesitation” any * ground
found unoccupied by the enemy.” At 10 a.m. on the 2sth Ge]hbrand”had been
ordered to “send patrols forward to clear up situation at Malt Trench.,” 1In the
afterncon General White telephoned to him asking if the light horse had been
sent forward. Gellibrand replied that the sth and 6th Brigades had been ordered
forthwith to occupy Malt andp Gamp Trenches as a basis for operations against the
R.I. line at Loupart Wood.
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Thames Ditch to cross the 500 yards to Malt Trench,
slightly up the farther slope, several machine-guns broke
out and, grazing the slope with well-directed fire, quickly
drove the line to shelter in craters. The troops tried to
advance from one crater to another, hut the -casualties
were heavy. In the left company, only ninety-eight strong,
a third of the men were hit. The snipers in the enemy’s
rear posts were

F'“:“’. rCbouy Greviliers

. R o UL Mo
taking no chances; B A L P
" 7 ™ g,

{7 ,'-.-—&4{__ gine
if a wounded man Bute/ . Bl T e L

moved, he was o~ -
fired on. Of eight -
stretcher-bearers in one company, seven were hit and four
killed. The troops had therefore lain in shell-holes until dusk,
when it became possible to trickle them forward to the
embankment of the Warlencourt-Le Barque road, which ran
diagonally close in front of the enemy’s chief strong-point, at
the crossing of Malt Trench and the Bapaume road. Here
they lay, seventy yards from their objective and close to the
German wire.

The 6th Brigade had arranged to attack with two com-
panies of each of its front-line battalions—the 21st (left) and
22nd (right). To reach Malt Trench on the Loupart height,
these troops must climb for half-a-mile the slope above
Warlencourt. Up this ran two communication trenches and
three sunken roads which crossed one
another as shown in the marginal
sketch. The greater part of the slope
was sheltered from rifle-fire. The two
companies of the right battalion ==
(22nd) were to be led by Captain
Cull,®® who, during the afternoon, had :
made a most gallant reconnaissance
of the German wire in front of Malt %.
Trench by the simple method of et 297
walking straight up the hill to it, 6 g~ ‘5{3‘0 T

. N H o % NI E )
trusting that the Germans would , - oSS " o Yards
imagine that he had lost his way, and eTmbesIIZ: DTS,
that in the hope of securing a prisoner

o G mam Semonr 44—.: CGmd T2 )

% Capt. W. A. Cull, 22nd Bn. Coachbuilder; of St. Kilda, Vic.; b. Sandford,
Vic., 31 July, 1894.
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they would let him come near.®” He had found the German
entanglement uncut, and, when given the task of attacking,
asked if there was to be artillery support. The answer was:
*“ Not a shell.” Cull protested that he considered the wire
impassable until cut by artillery-fire. but an instruction was
telephoned from brigade headquarters “that the attack must
be launched at all costs at once.” He therefore led his
company to the jumping-off point. The Germans, doubtless
stirred by the attack of the sth Brigade lower down, were
now sweeping the 800 yards of No-Man’s Land with machine-
guns, while their artillery barrage was falling behind Cull’s
troops. No sign was seen of the other companies which were
to co-operate, and in these circumstances Cull again asked if
the attack should not at least be assisted by artillery. The
answer again was: “ Attack at all costs.”®® He accordingly
told his scouts to move ahead of the advancing troops and
endeavour to discover any passages through the entangle-
ment. The rest of the company followed in line of sections,
each scction in file so that it might slip through any such
opening. !

The fusillade had fortunately subsided before the advance,
but flares were rising in sheaves. As the line topped the
hill, the Germans were seen in their trench and evidently
detected the Victorians, who, at fifty yards from the entangle-
ment, were met with fire from machine-guns and rifles. Cull
ordered them to lie in shell-holes and wait for the report of
the scouts. No report, however, came, and Cull, in the belief
that what was required by his commanders was a sacrifice of
himself and his troops to secure some advantage elsewhere,
gave the order to charge the trench over the enemy wire.
The impetus of his own rush carried him over the first row
of stakes, but he became entangled in the second. He had
time to see his men struggling in the first, when his hip was
shattered by a bomb. Lieutenant Corne®® and a private
named Martin™ gallantly crawled under the wire and tried
to extricate him, but Corne was at once hit. Most of the
remnant of the company fell back. The second company of

o7 With him was Private S. Shearn, officers’ cook for Cull's company.

%3 The account here given is that of Captain Cull himself.

0 Tjeut. W. Corne, 22nd Bn. Baker; of Melhourne; b. Norwich, Eng., 1893.
Killed in action, 26 Feb., 1917.

1,/Cpl. C. Martin, M.M. (No. 1109, 22nd Bn.). Blacksmith; of South
Melbourne; b. Footscray, Vic., 1892. Killed in action, 3 May, 1917.
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the 22nd, though not in touch with Cull, had alsq attacked,
and twenty of its men, under a sergeant, finding them-
selves opposite an opening in the entanglement, entered an
unoccupied section of Malt Trench, but were shortly
afterwards driven out by machine-gun fire.™

The left battalion (21st) had attempted to work up
“ Gamp Trench,” a muddy avenue of communication, but had
been stopped at an open road-crossing by machine-gun fire.
Both battalions were exhausted and were forthwith relieved
by a sister unit, the 24th.” The operation threw no light on
the enemy’s strength or position, for the reason that the loss
of leaders and the shock to the troops rendered it impossible
to obtain a coherent account of the action.

It was, however, evident that the I Anzac Corps was in
holts with German covering-posts capable of offering stifl
resistance. This had also been ascertained
by air-observers, who, early in the afternoon,
had at last been able to take advantage of a
break in the fog to locate the enemy’s true line. By flying
low and attracting fire, they observed fair numbers of
Germans in the R.I line and also the rear-guard parties in
front of the sth Brigade where Malt Trench crossed the
Bapaume road, and, on the right, near the pivot of the
enemy’s movement. They drew no fire from the ruins and
woods of Le Barque, Ligny-Thilloy, and Thilloy, and there-
fore reported them empty,”® but, as patrols of Australian
infantry were afterwards fired on from these places, it was
known that the report did not represent the position at
dusk. 1In front of the II Corps a strong German outpost
was seen in “Grévillers Trench.”  The airmen’s reports

Further news
and orders

" Three of Cull's men entered the trench at another point and captured several
Germans, but were, i therr turn, surrounded and = captured. Cull himself,

wounded a second time and entangled in the wire, was also made prisoner, as
were several of his men,

2 Gellibrand believed that the positions facing the Australians were held by
scattered posts only, with wide intervals between. He expressed the belief
that, 1f a line of his infantry advanced up to the enemy’s wire on a wide front,
and those men who found themselves opposite gaps in the wire held up their
hands, the rest of the line should be able to turn right or left and file in through
those gaps—provided that the ememy’s machine-guns had first been silenced. This
condition, however, was not attained in any of the operations here described, and
was not likely to be so; the haste of the preparation added other difficulties.

"It is_probable that Le Barque was empty at the moment, in consequence of
the 1oth Battalion’s attack.
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confirmed the opinion already formed by the staff of the
Fifth Army from prisoners’ statements—that the Germans
had fallen back “for the present” on a line from Gommecourt
to Le Transloy, with a number of covering outposts. “ The
same informa-
tion,” it was Monchy
noted, “has
been obtained
glibly irom
almost every Ko de,, W .
prisoner.” (%%3}"% N\ o, e
Evidence ) v TR - NE )
that the  /J oS "
enemy would ,‘_ﬁ{%,}:"‘"‘“"‘“
retreat at an - . =~
early date to & L
the Hinden- A
burg Line now
appeared to most British officers to be overwhelming. Tt
was manifest that the prisoners of the sth Foot Guard were
themselves convinced of this. One of them said that he had
heard his officers speak of the plans. The Germans, he said,
intended to withdraw from trench-line to trench-line, but
only after systematic destruction not merely of dugouts and
cellars which might give shelter to their opponents, but of all
houses that could be used for billets. Trees, he said, were
being cut down to block the roads, and mine-craters blown
at crossways, both before Bapaume and beyond it. The
tower of ils town-hall had been blown up™—he himself had
been a member of the working party that laid the mines;
most of the guns had withdrawn a week before, and the
remainder had been firing continuously ever since. Part of
his regiment had been set to dig trenches south of Bapaume,
but had been specially told by their regimental commander to
make the position just strong enough to hold for a few days.
Although the chief of the intelligence staff™ was not yet
fully convinced that the enemy would withdraw farther than
the Bapaume heights, Sir Douglas Haig seems to have been

T This statement was inaccurate, but the prisoner evidently believed it.
% Brig.-Gen. J. Charteris, an officer of outstanding ability and intelligence.
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convinced of it."® Notwithstanding that the press of the
Allies was officially encouraged to proclaim the retirement as
due to the pressure of their armies™—a truer claim than its
authors then realised—he himself regarded it as a clever and
soldierly manceuvre, provided that, as he expected, it was
to be “ followed by a counter-attack or combined with a great
offensive elsewhere.” The trick of tempting your cnemy to
follow and then striking him hard as he does so is older
than even the Battles of Cannae and Hastings, and was
consonant with tactics employed by the Germans themselves
in the first weeks of the war. Consequently, from the early
hours of the retreat the British Army was ordered to follow
with caution. At conferences at Fifth Army Headquarters
on February 25th and 26th, General Gough laid down for
his corps commanders the principle that they must follow the
enemy with mobile advanced guards working ahead of their
main body—the advanced guards having the duty of driving
back or capturing any isolated rear parties by manceuvring
round their flanks. If, however, the enemy was met with in
force, and well posted, he must not be seriously attacked
until his position had been thoroughly reconnoitred and guns,
ammunition, and a sufficient force of infantry hrought up.

The army as a whole must not go forward in a straggling manner
:af.nd lay itself open to well-prepared and heavy attacks by superior
orces.

The main body with its artillery must, however, follow the
advanced bodies as quickly as the necessary roads and railways
had been pushed forward.

Although, therefore, the Fifth Army’s part in the
impending British offensive had been dislocated by the
German withdrawal, Gough might have an opportunity of
striking a blow somewhat similar to that previously intended,
provided that the Germans stood fast long enough at any
stage of their retirement. Thus, on the I Anzac front,
although the Germans had abandoned all the first objectives
of the intended offensive, they still held the Loupart bastion,
at which the main blow of the Fifth Army’s offensive was to
have been delivered by the I Anzac and II Corps; and this

" He affirmed it on Feb. 26 at Calais. Two days later strong confirmation was
obtained in’ the statement of prisoners that hutments beyond Péronne were heing
evacuated, aerodromes near Le Cateau and elsewhere shifted, the inhabitants oi
villages west of Cgmbral and from part of that town itself removed.
the"tn was also directed that this should be incidentally emphasised in orders to

TOOPS.
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was the objective at which, at a conference held on the
evening of the 25th,"® it was now decided to strike.

The whole R.I line was, however, protected with strong
belts of wire and could only be attacked after long bombard-
ment and the digging of jumping-off trenches, and, as a first
measure, the German outpost-positions in Grévillers and Malt
Trenches must be taken. The latter task would fall to the
2nd Australian Division, the former to the right division of
the II Corps. These two
divisions would subsequently
dig the jumping-off trench
and attack the Loupart posi-
tion from two sides. The
tasks of the other two Aus-
tralian divisions in the line
would for the present be
comparatively minor ones—
that of the 5th, to make
certain that the Germans
were pivoting on Le Transloy,
and to secure the inter-
mediate  trench  (Barley
Trench) on their front; and that of the 1st, to seize the three
villages intervening between itself and the presumed enemy
front line (R.I—in that part, ** Till Trench”). It also might
be called on to take a minor part on the right of the 2nd
Australian Division in the Loupart offensive. As preliminary
steps, the artillery was to be brought forward, and a plan of
hombardment by the siege artillery at once initiated; the
Bapaume road was to be repaired, and also, if possible, that
through Tlers, the light railways extended, and arrangements
made {or supplying the troops. But the first preliminary
remained the seizure of Malt Trench.

PRI «.{E,r -z,
o st
=

No prisoners had yet been secured by the 2nd Australian
Division. Its leaders had consequently little definite know-
ledge as to the position of the German posts

Capture of ) . . .
Lo’{:r;-r Malt until their troops were at grips with them.
Trench The s5th Brigade, however, was in holts

8 At Fifth Army ITeadquarters. Generals \Vhite and Carruthers were present
representing the I Anzac Corps.
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with a centre of resistance where Malt Trench crossed
the Bapaume road.”® During the night of the 25th several
unsticcessful attempts were made by bombing parties of the
18th Battalion to get through or under the entanglement
which was holding them up.

Finally, as the bank of the 4/%,;

VVarlencourt-Le Barque road v A
would in daylight be enfiladed, &5;1? ]
the companies lining it were .8 ¢ - e
withdrawn to the Thames ,;;.‘F: d"" :
Ditch. On this day the artillery “;:‘:mg‘_‘,{z 2%
could give some assistance. ;,;Ee/’/j‘;%e'rj;ﬂz}z.;:&w/b};a?}:r,? 2 ‘:_
Trench-mortars were bhrought o 500 1000 Yardls ol
up and, after certain delays, Australian posts-
opened fire at 640 a.m. on T arlencowi t-Le Barque.

February 26th, the artillery covering them with salvoes on
Malt Trench. Some of the batteries, however, were still
in process of being moved forward, and the weak fire from
the remainder merely caused the German machine-guns to
open.® The attack was therefore postponed until 1.30 p.m.,
when the 3rd Brigade would be attacking Le Barque. Both
assaults were to be prepared for by two hours’ bombardment.

The guns (says the diary of an Australian atlached to the corps
staff) were fairly busy from 11.30 onwards—but it was a scattered
ineffective sort of bombardment at best.8t About 1.30 it scemed to
get heavier and then abruptly cease. . . . Somec of the guns
afterwards opened out again on some other target nearby, I belicve.

There was no sign of infantry attack until about four or five
minutes later several machine-guns began to chatter—1 should say
there were two ahead and two on the left of the attack, which was on
Malt Trench between Le Barque and the Bapaume road. Then three
flares went up. . .

What had happened was that the 18th Battalion, in trying
to get its men in twos and threes across the open to an
assembly line 100 yards from Malt Trench, had a number hit,
and the attack could not be delivered at 1.30. An effort was
then made to launch it five minutes later. This attempt also

 See p. 84.

8 The 18th Battalion r eported that there appearcd to be three mach me-guns
on its front, and the z2oth reported that the wire in front of the German positions
3 < ¢

g;é\ report from the sth Brigade nevertheless said that the artillery-fite  was
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was postponed, officers on the spot being aware that the
German wire had not been cut, most of the shells havine
overshot it. It was next arranged to attack at 3.40, if ch
entanglement had by then been cut, but, this not havine been
done, the attempt was again put off until after dark. i}

. The intended attack by the r2th Battalion®? (3rd Brigade)
in the Le Barque sector was postponed for the same reason.s
Instead, thirty-three men of the 12th Battalion, bombers and
Lewis gunners, were sent forward under Lieutenant Harts*
at 4.30 pm. Their task was much easier than that of the
18th, inasmuch as a sunken road, Blue Cut, running from the
battalion’s position into the village, afforded shelter for their
advance. They entered Malt Trench without opposition. A
German detachment there
fled, part into Le Barque,
others  into  “ Battery
Copse.” In spite of
machine-gun fire from this
copse, part of the 12th
now advanced and
occupied this section of
Malt Trench. But the
ruins of Le Barque were
still held by the enemy,
though in no great force.®> The gth Battalion established
posts on its south-eastern outskirts. Farther east the 7th
and 8th (2nd Brigade) occupied part of Barley Trench; but
10 their right again a strong body of Germans in that trench
still held up, as it had done for two days, the patrols and
bhombing parties of the 15th Brigade. On the extreme right,
at the actual pivot, the enemy had strengthened his position
by digging a new tirench,% and bombing parties of the 8th
Brigade could make no headway.

% The 12th (Tasmania) had been put in by General Bennett in order to
relieve the roth (South Australia) and to quicken the advance.

8 Between 11.30 am. and 1.30 p.m. on Feb. 26 the 1oist Howitzer Battery,
A.T.A, fired 100 shells into the wvillage, and the field-guns of the 3rd Battery
l}nd ﬁl:cd 250 shells—half of them iIngh-explosive—at the adjoining end of Malt

rench,

s 1jeut. G. M. C. Hart, 1zth Bn, Pearler; of Broome, W, Aust.; b. Glasgow,
Scotland, 10 March, 1881. Died of wounds, 25 April, 1918,

8 Two small patrols of the rzth went into the village after dark.

8 TMrst shown in air-photographs of Feb. '21‘5 It ruled off the angle between the
German end of Sunray Trench and Atom Trench, and was named, by reason of
its shape, * Boomerang Trench.”
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The sth Brigade now adopted the tactics of its neighhour,
the 3rd, and at dusk, when it became comparatively safe to
creep along the road-banks, four bombing parties werc sent
out to attack Malt Trench
as shown in the marginal
sketch. Those under
Lieutenants Davies®” and
Irvine®® met no serious
opposition, the Germans
running from  Battery
Copse into the village.
Lieutenant Hickey,% how-
ever, soon after entering
Malt Trench came against a barricade defended by enemy
bombers.?® These outranged the Australians: Hickey was
wounded, and Irvine, who then took charge, could make no
headway. Lieutenant Hill's®* party, advancing along the ditch
on the southern side of the Bapaume road, was checked by
barbed-wire. Some of the party were crawling under the
entanglement when thirty Germans, in a trench just north
of the road, observed them, and crawled out to cut them off.
These in their turn were seen by a Lewis gunner, T.ance-
Corporal Allsopp,®? who, though the rest of the guun's crew
were shot beside him and he himself was wounded in the
eye, kept the Germans under fire while his mates withdrew.*
Progress was thus checked for the night. At dawn, 530
a.m., the German position south-west of the Bapaume road
was again bombarded by trench-mortars, and the German
machine-guns on either side of the road were kept under fire

8 Capt. E. L. Dawies, M.C.; 18th Bn. Fat-stock buyer; of REs-eudon, Vic.;
b. South Carlton, Vic., To J'an.,’ 1888. yers reneom

% Lieut. A. W, Irvine, M.C.; 18th Bn. Station overscer; of Syduey and
Wanaaring, N.S.W.; b, Wanaaring, 29 Nov., 1894.

® Lieut. P. F. Hickey, 18 Bn. School teacher; of Largs, N.S.\W.; h. East
Maitland, N.S.W., 28 Nov., 1886. &

2Tt is recorded that Lieut. Irvine, who was then with Hickey, thought the bombs
might be"thrown by Hill’s party, which was to meet Hickey. He shouted: “ Steady
on, Jack,” but then saw a German aiming at him. Both fired, and missed.

™ Capt. J. P. Hill, M.C.; 18th Bn. Auctioneer; of Homebush, N.SW.; L.
Stratford, Vic.,, 14 June, 1879.

9 8et. E._A. Allsopp, M.M. (No. 3621; 18th Bn.). Tabourer; of Auburn,
N.S.W.; b. Forbes, N.S.W., 7 Nov., 1803. "Died of wounds, 8 Oct., 1'917. -

% Three wounded and two dead men had been left under the wire, hut @ curporal
named Nipperess (of Boggabri, N.S.W.; killed in action on zo Sept., 1917)
returned and carried out first the wounded and then the dead, so that the (Germans

1:)133::6201: discover, by badges or papers taken from the dead, what unit was opposed
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from Lewis guns, but an attempt to force the barricade was
resisted as strongly as ever. About 6 o’clock, however, it was
observed that the Germans were silent. The 17th Battalion,
which had just relieved the 18th, found the barricade
undefended, and, on hurrying to the Bapaume road, caught
sight of the enemy withdrawing through a distant communica-
tion trench. A Lewis gun was turned on them, and many
were hit. A sergeant of the 18th®* crept beside the main
road to “Malt Support Trench,” 250 yards beyond Malt
Trench, and found it empty save for a notice—“If we not
will that you here, you was not here.”

This sudden fading of opposition in front of the sth
Brigade was due to the driving back by the 3rd Brigade of
Lo Barque the neighbouring posts in Le Barque. Acting

on an order from General Bennett that that
village must be taken before dawn, the 12th Battalion had sent
three companies into the village, without artillery barrage,
just as the day was breaking. Those on the centre and right,
moving in an extended line through the ruins and over the
open to the east, were presently seen and fired on by three
or four small machine-gun posts stationed at wide intervals
about half-way through the
village and its outskirts.?® The
flash of the guns could be seen,
but the men of the centre com-
pany, moving largely under shelter
of ruined walls, continued to
advance; very {ew were hit,
as the excited Germans were
firing high. When the Tas-
manians were within 200 yards
of them, they ran off through the village and the trees
east of it, opened again from the houses along the road
through Ligny-Thilloy, and finally fell back on Thilloy, high
up the slope, and on some isolated outworks north of
Le Barque. The Tasmanians, shooting and bombing, routed
a few snipers from Ligny-Thilloy—this task being completed
by parties of the 11th Battalion which came up to relieve.

9 Spt. A. T, van den Berg (No. 667; 18th Bn.). Clerk; of Middelburg, Cape,
S. Africa, and Sydney; b. Sterkstroom, Cape, S. Africa, 18 Aug., 1895. Killed
in action, 3 May, 1917.

9 The first machine-gun to open in this sector fired from an old German battalion
headquarters in a ruined house.
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By 7 o’clock posts had been placed along the northern cdge
of Le Barque and Ligny, and touch was prcsently gained
with a post of the neighbouring unit (5th Battalion, 2nd
Brigade) at the eastern end of Ligny.”

On the western side of the village fighting was sharper.
This side being thickly fringed with trees, Captain Newland
advanced with his four platoons abreast but cach threading
its way through the undergrowth in single file. They were
not seen by the enemy until one or two men ran into a wire
which had been stretched through a stunted hedge. .\ flare
was immediately fired from the bank of the Warlencourt
road close ahead, and a machine-gun opened from the same
position. The troops flung themselves on the ground and,
upon the enemy starting to throw bombs, Captain Newland
and Lieutenant Butler,’” with the right platoon, threw a [ew
bombs in return and then charged. Newland was wounded.
Butler and Sergeant Whittle,°® reaching the Dank, hombed
the Germans, who ran up a track (the * Misty Way")
towards the Bapaume

road; eight or ten were O s
shot by a Lewis gun as =

N7
they went, but they ‘&

succeeded in saving their A
machine-gun from capture. AR 5,
Newland’s company occu- ;Mm_qqr/_“_,%m%'-\ ’Ti;:ﬂal‘l"‘ A
pied the trench enclosing 4 - Ben {eoseny e 51'._‘”}V/"
Le Barque on this side and /»"%\W

joined the others at the

: e /ZB/
northern exit of the ”
A . %”M*\_ -
village. The 11th Battalion T \Geman Fesh shown tars(

at once continued the

advance through Thilloy. A few small parties ol the sth
Prussian Foot Guard were hombed hack, and posts were put
out in shell-holes beyond the villages. After digging them-
selves in, these were relieved on the night of Lehruary 27th
by the 1st Brigade. That night the relieving battalions—3rd

% At the position known as ‘‘ Buchanan’s Cross,” from which a road (** Black
Street ) ran northwards into Thilloy. ’ oad ¢

9 Lieut. L. T. Butler, 12th Bn. University student; of Sa ay, Tas.; h.
Hobart, 18 Jan., 1804. ¥ stader of Sandy Bay, Tas; b

% Sgt. J. W. Whittle, V.C., D.C.M. (No. 2902; 12th Bn.). Member st.
fggmanent Forces; of Launceston and Hobart, 'Z?‘aS.; {)z Huog )Islnzulk,nzl:;:‘q.,ug ::“\:;t'
3.
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and 4th—increased the number of forward posts, and the
end Brigade linked up with them by a chain of posts across
the open from Barley Trench.

Thus by the morning of February 28th all three villages
were within the 1st Division’s line, which now lay in com-
paratively green country and, at a distance of from 500 to
800 yards, faced the enemy’s main position in the R.I line
(Till Trench). On its right the 15th Brigade (5th Division),
by difficult patrol fighting, in which it was hampered by wire
and machine-guns, at last cleared the posts of the 93rd R.LR.
from Barley Trench.® At his pivoting point on the right
of the corps he still gave no ground.

On the German side it had been noted that, on February 26, with
the return of bright weather and aeroplane activity, the British artillery,
from which the Germans had for a short space ceased to suffer, shelled
the R.I line. The attacks by the 3rd and s5th Brigades that afternoon
and the following night are accurately described in the German records.
On the 26th the 5th Guard Grenadier Regiment had relieved its
rear-guard by fresh troops—seven sections with machine-guns under
three officers—and it was one of these sections (under Lieutenant of
Reserves Dierks) which faced Captain Newland’s attack. According
to the German account, Dierks eventually ordered his troops to withdraw,
and during the retirement suffered loss. As Newland’s position now
threatened from the rcar the post of the sth Guard Grenadier at the
crossing of Malt Trench and the Bapaume road, the rear-guard com-
mander ordered this also to withdraw westwards through the territory
of the neighbouring 1st Guard Reserve Division.

The Australians were now approaching the main front line, R.I,
and the rear-guards of the 4th Guard Division were entirely withdrawn.
The historian of the sth Guard Grenadier therefore claims with
fairness that it had held back its opponents longer than was expected;
yet the casualties for the whole regiment from February 21 to 28 were
only thurty.

1t was thus the breaking of the dam in front of the 3rd
Brigade that allowed the Australian advance to flow west-
ward across the Bapaume road, up “Layton Alley,”** and
around the castern foot of the natural bastion protecting
Loupart Wood. That bastion, on whose edge lay the higher
part of Malt Trench, now became the centre of the struggle
on the I Anzac front.

9 A well-sited machine-gun post, first in “ Bread Trench ” (an advanced tributary
of Barley Trench), and later at a road-cutting and in Barley Trench itself, was
the main obstacle.

100 Named after Lieut. L. Layton-Smith (of Sydney) of the 19th Bn.
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It will be remembered that the 6th Brigade had unsuccess-
fully attacked that position on February 25th. The =24th
Battalion, which had taken over the [ront
after that attempt, had waited for the
co-operation of the sth Brigade before again
attacking. At 9.30 p.m. on the 26th, however, the staff of
the 2nd Division was electrified by a report, telephoned
from the 24th Battalion to 6th Brigade Headquarters, that a
scouting party,'® finding the entanglement of Malt Trench,
near its junction with Gamp Trench,
smashed and passable, had entered
the trench and moved eastward
along it for two or three hundred
yards without meeting Germans. 77 .
The report might indicate that .. -

‘The Loupart
Bastion

: B =
the further withdrawal, constantly % o @{\@ N
expected, had occurred. In any g i o \“(,{:},{\

case, seeing that possession of the W’“ﬂﬂ*ﬂ“ﬂ‘.l"}'ﬁ ‘:} :
bastion was a vital preliminary to Z‘IE::"[\' i
Gough’s intended major attack, 5 b w60 weolords
strong action was taken Dby

Gellibrand both to ascertain why the trench had not
immediately been occupied and to ensure that this should
now, if possible, be done. As the 6th Brigade was then in
course of relief by the 7th, the commander of the 24th (then
Lieutenant-Colonel Fitz-Gerald) handed over the task to the
incoming battalions. A second patrol, however, had already
found the Germans in strength at the junction of Gamp and
Malt Trenches. Several strong parties of the 7th Drigade
were now sent out. One, from the 28th Batialion, on the
western half of the hill got within thirty yards of the trench,
when it was fired on and a sergeant, Munro,'®* was killed.
Another, from the 27th farther right, found German flares
being thrown as usual, the trench well garrisoned, and the
wire-entanglement, though not thick, a strong obstacle.
Subsequent inquiry showed that the 2z4th Battalion’s patrol
had undoubtedly entered Malt Trench at a point hetween two
German outposts.

¢ f

101 Under Sgt. H. W. Clough (of Eaglehawk, Vic.) of the z24th.

12 8gt. R. C. Munro (No. 1876; 28th Bn.). Draughtsman; of Cl
Aust.; b, Canterbury, Vic., 8 Feb., ,1895. Killed in action, 26 ’ng.,cxs:?.mm’ W
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Early reports of the incident caused General Smith of
the neighbouring s5th Brigade to order his left battalion to
push up from the lower part of Malt Trench towards the
higher. Communication with his front line was, however,
slow and difficult, and it was not until the afternoon that the
1gth Battalion, which had just relieved the 2oth, penetrated
to Layton Alley, a communication trench on the eastern flank
of the bastion. The insistence of the commanders was
increased by an incorrect report from an airman that the
lower part of Malt Trench was empty, and the higher part
held by only a few men. But the progress of the 19th
Battalion, already difficult in that boggy avenue, was held
up by a strong enemy post which for two more days continued
to resist its constant attacks.

German records state that “strong attacks” accompanied by “heavy
grenade fighting” were made by the Australians in this area at 4.30
and 5.30 p.m. on the 27th and again on the 28th. The German command
recognised that, if the south-east corner of the Warlencourt “Bastion”
was taken, the whole position on this promontory would be endangered.

Meanwhile, in response to the urgency of General
Gellibrand, and assuming that it was possible to penetrate
between the separate posts holding the high sector of Malt
Trench, General Wisdom of the 7th Brigade endeavoured to
effect this by sending strong bombing parties up Gamp
Trench on the left and the sunken roads on the right. After
many changes in orders, the attempt was made shortly before
midnight of February 27th by five parties of the 28th
organised by Captain A. Brown. But Gamp Trench, up which
one party worked, was found to be blocked near the hilltop
with impassable wire. Lieutenant Ahnall®® therefore led
this party over the open towards the supposed junction of
Gamp and Malt, where the chief enemy strong-post lay.
Here, faced by dense wire, he was mortally wounded by a
machine-gun, and, after a bomb-fight, the attack was driven
back. On the right, parties of the 27th'** found the sunken
roads blocked with wire, and held by parties with bombs and
machine-guns, of which Captain Devonshire located six firing
from the sector attacked by the brigade. Still under pressure

103 [ jeut. K. A. B. Ahnall, D.C.M.; 28th Bn. Pearler; of Broome, W. Aust.;
b. Stockholm, Sweden, 1888. Died of wounds while prisoner of war, 2 March,
1917.

104 Under Lieuts. D. W. Caldwell and W. L. Davies and_Sergeant J. Lockwood.
(Caldwell belonged to Semaphore, S. Aust.; Davies to Kent Town, S. Aust.;
Lockwood to Norwood, S. Aust.)
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from Gellibrand, Brigadier-General Wisdom brought up his
26th Battalion to attack before daylight. As it arrived late,
and both the 27th and 28th reported the German wire
impassable,%s the order was can-
celled. Nevertheless, at 2.30 on
February =28th a party of the
27th'% made still another attempt
to work up one of the sunken
roads, but after a sharp bomb-
fight was driven back by machine-
guns firing from both sides of
it1%"  That night one of Captain
Brown'’s officers,!® who had all day gy piet renries s
lain out in a shell-hole close to the

! Wire . . NNXX X
German strong-point, confirmed
h .. Iread ¢ to head Wire 11 unoccLipred Irenches
the opinion already sent to head- A

quarters by BI‘OWHZ “ We Shau not Map (sent e by 28th Bn.) of
do any good till the wire is cut  junction of Mt (amp, aud
by artillery " mma Fenoites,

German records state that heavy fighting was necessary in order
to stop the Australian thrust northwards. On February 28 no less
than seven attacks were made on the Bastion—that is, up Layton Alley
and on Malt Trench—but all were bombed back with heavy loss, not
only to the Australians but to the parts of the Ist Guard Reserve
Division engaged.9® The division was given freedom to decide how
long it should hold Malt Trench.

On the British side at midday on the 28th the commander
of the Fifth Army, Sir Hubert Gough, visited the {orward
area of I Anzac and explained his plan of attacking Loupart
Wood. The 2nd Australian Division must first swing almost
at right angles to the front of the II Corps, so as to atlack
north-west, while the II Corps struck north-east. Nothing,
however, could be dome till Malt Trench was captured.
Brigadier-General Wisdom at once undertook that the 7th
Brigade would take that trench, but only if the wire was
first cut by artillery hombardment, which would require two

15 Lieut.-Col. R, J. A, Travers (of Bondi, N.S.W.) of the 26th represented
that the attack without artillery preparation would be reckless.

6 Sixty strong, under Lieut. L. V. Parkes (of Waikeric, S. Aust.).

2" The crew of one was driven away with bombs, but, as the Australian bombers
tired and the bomb supply ran short, the gun was remanned. The .\ustralians lost
3 killed, 20 wounded.

18 Lient. C. H. Pugh (of Subiaco, W. Aust.).

10 The sth company of the 64th R.I.R. 7 i
et Gt Regt‘.) 3 4 , and the sth and 7th companies of the




28th Feb.-2nd Mar,, 1917] THE GERMANS RETIRE 99

days. Gough agreed to this and the bombardment began at
once. Through shortage both of time and of guns, it was
decided merely to cut “lanes ” through the wire. At the iime
of Poziéres this used to be done by field artillery battering
down the entanglements with low-burst shrapnel, but high-
explosive shells had recently been fitted with the new “‘ 106 ”
percussion fuse, a device so sensitive that their burst occurred
immediately on striking any surface and was not smothered
by several feet of earth. Such shells made no crater, but
their fragments scarred the ground for yards around the
point of impact'*® and could kill a2 man 8co yards away.
Heavy shells fitted with this fuse were now used against the
Malt Trench entanglement, but its situation on a height
rendered it difficult to see, and, although artillery observers
stationed themselves in the sunken roads near by, as well
as on the Butte, and high on the British side of the valley, the
fire was inaccurate. If the wire was sufficiently cut, the
place was to be attacked before daybreak on March 2nd, but
at midday on the 1st the infantry reported that the entangle-
ment was unbroken on the left. By 7 p.m., however, 4,000
shells had been fired by the field-guns and 40 “ plum-pudding
bombs ”” by two medium trench-mortars, taken up one of the
sunken roads by Lieutenant Ralph,** and at midnight patrols,
in spite of the thickness, were able to report that sufficient
openings had been made.!*?> Not without a lingering doubt,
General Wisdom decided that the attack should go forward.
Portions of three infantry battalions—the 27th, 26th, and
28th—were to take part, assembling on the hill above Warlen-
court. Assembly tapes were hurriedly laid
250 yards from the trench to be attacked; the
troops, as they climbed the slope, were covered by the bend of
the hill and by the mist. A few minutes before 3 a.m. they
were in position—three companies of the 26th between
the sunken roads and “Emma Alley,” a company and a
“raiding party 7**® of the 28th west of Gamp Trench, and
a company of the 27th in the sunken road (“Loos Cut”)

16 See ol. XII, plate 352. The infantry called them * daisy-cutters” or
“ ground shrapnel ”’

1t Lieut. C. G. Ralph, 2nd Medium T.M. Bty. Clerk; of Adelaide; b. Hawthorne,
S. Aust., 20 Oct., 1890.

13 The patrols of the 27th gave the measurements of the *lanes.” One man had
paced the distance while another wrote down the notes,

18 The party which had been practising for a raid on the Butte of Warlencourt,
under Lieut. L. G Allen.

The Assault
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behind the right flank of the 26th. This company was to
enter Malt Trench on the right

of the road, and bomb down it Z¥
towards the 17th Battalion (sth
Brigade), which held the trench
lower down as far as its &
junction with Layton Alley. A~
At 3 am. the allotted field &
artillery—six batteries of it
eighteen-pounders and two of — #73 My
field-howitzers — laid doyvn a ---—~*7

barrage which for three minutes, 0 o0 s

while the infantry was moving .
forward from its tapes, fell fifty yards short of the German
trench.’** From 3.3 to 3.10 the barrage lay on Malt Trench,
and was then thrown 300 yards farther back, and for ten
more minutes continued gradually to advance, but with
diminishing intensity. The Stokes mortars of the 7th
Brigade'*® joined in from 3 to 3.10. At 3.10 the infantry,
which had crept very close to the barrage, attacked.

On the left, the 28th, which had assembled on the western
slope of the prominence and attacked the sector west of Gamp
Trench, found itself faced by a completely unhroken entangle-
ment,"*¢ down which were playing two machine-guns from
right and left respectively, making a band of sparks along the
wire. After six or seven men were killed and hung caught
in the meshes, Lieutenant Allen*" first ordered his troops to
take cover in shell-holes, of which there were plenty, and
subsequently, as the Germans were throwing flares and
bombing them with a trench-mortar.** withdrew {hem down
the hill to shelter. On the main front of attack, hetween
Emma Alley and the Loupart road, the left company of the
26th found a gap and entered the trench. The centre
company could find no break, and its commander, Captain

14 The rate for each field-gun was three rounds per minute and for the howitsers
two rounds.

5 Two emplaced in Emma Alley and one m Loos Cut.

18 Only one small passage was found, evidently left for the exit of patrols.  The
scouts who had reported the wire cut had probably by mistake exammed the wire
between the heads of Emma and Gamp Trenches, where a * lane ” had been cut.

7 Capt. L. G. Allen, M.C.; 28th Bn. TIronmonger; of Albany V. Aust.; |
Albury, N.S.W., 17 Ma’rch, 1889. & wyy ¥ ot b

18 This mortar was afterwards captured.
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Cherry. after having moved along the wire searching for one
while the bharrage was on the trench, led his men in single
file through a gap in the right company’s sector. He was
here wounded, but continued to lead the fight for his
company’s objective. He personally captured one German
machine-gun and his men captured another*® Finally, the
opposing Germans, finding themselves pressed between his
company and that on the left, broke from the trench and fled
to their rear, and the two companies joined.!’?* On the front
of the right company the wire, being within easy range of
the trench-mortars, had been well cut, and the company
commander, Captain Woods,** led his men through it with
the last shell—so impetuously, indeed, that he was hit in the
thigh by a shell from the Australian guns. Lieutenant Ward,*?2
on his heels, took his place. In spite of the speed of the attack
the Germans stood their ground, but gave in after ten minutes
of fierce homb-fighting.?**  The trench from Loupart road to
near ithe head of Emma Alley was thus captured.

Meanwhile the company of the 27th had forced its way
into the sector of Malt Trench east of the Loupart road,
Lieutenant Botten,'** who led the bombers, being wounded
but continuing to lead until he was killed. The company
commander, Captain Julge, also was seriously hit, but
Lieutenant Coombe,**® on whom the command devolved,
speedily worked with his bombers down 130 yards of trench.
Here the 27th was to stop and look out for the 5th Brigade,

10 Cherry turned these two guns on the enemy.

0 The pass-word and countersign of the sth and 7th Brigades this day were the
names of the two brigadiers— Smith ?” and *‘ Wisdom.” It was reported that, as
Cherry's company and the left company bombed towards one another, the Germans
between them were heard crying “ Wisdom!?” Any sceptically-minded outsider
would naturally suspect that what the men of each company really heard was the
men of the other shouting the pass-word as they approached. Some of those present,
however, were definite in their report that the shouts were in a strong German
accent—‘‘ Visden! Visden!” It 1s possible that the Germans heard the pass-word
shouted, and repeated it in order to stop the Australian bombers. From that time
forward the 7th Brigade, in choosing pass-words, exercised a preference for those
which the average German could not pronounce, such as “ Through” and
¢ Thorough.”

1 Major .. O. Woods, M.C.; 26th Bn. Tronmonger; of Hobart, Tas.; b. Oatlands,
Tas., 24 Sept., 1886, Killed in action, 2 Sept., 1918.

122 Tieut. C. C, Ward, M.C.; 26th Bn. Sugar farmer; of Ipswich and Ayr,
Q'land, b. Warwick, Q’land, 4 Dec., 1885. Died of wounds, 8 March, 1917.

128 In this, two other junior officers of the company, Lieuts. P. C_ Hall and J.
Glasgow (a brother of Major-General Glasgow), were wounded. (Hall belonged
to Enoggera, Q'land; Glasgow, who died on 4 April, 1925, to Gympie, Q’land.)

2 Tjeut. R H. Botten, z27th Bn. Bank clerk; of Prospect, S. Aust.; b.
Prospect, 25 Sept., 1888. Killed in action, 2 March, 1917.

1% Tieut, W, S. Coombe, 27th Bn. School teacher; of Eden Hills and Prospect,

Aust.; b. Brompton, S. Aust.. 1z Scpt., 1888.
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which would be hombing from the other direction. s,
however, it did not appear, leave was obtained to send a
bombing squad farther. This presently found itself faced by
a barrier hehind which were Germans who resisted stoutly.
Meanwhile a party of reinforcing Germans had filed in
behind the bombing squad, through a side alley which had
been overlooked. The bombers were thus cut off, and it was
with difficulty that two survivors, leaving the trench and
creeping past the intruders, returned to their mates. These
had been surprised by the appearance of the Germans, who
counter-attacked and drove the
27th back to the Loupart road.
The reverse seriously threat-
ened the right flank of the 26th,
whose mnearest company com-
mander, Lieutenant Ward, was
then placing his posts, as ordered,
far in advance of Malt Trench
in front of the Grévillers line. =y ¥4

&

- Caayy 3oL~
- s -,14"‘,'0:.., e I e

He now sent back to say that ﬂﬂ‘r@!zm;mb;?}'-,‘ e
3 ' 2 MUIIMOETS 1701C3: 25"

he was meeting the danger by o s J%ggf/}fgs:&

-

throwing back his right. At the

same time, at Captain Devonshire’s headquarters down near
Warlencourt, where the news had just arrived, there was
heard “a hoarse cheer” which obviously came {rom no
British throats. All men of the 27th in Warlencourt were
at once sent forward under Lieutenant Davies,**® loaded with
bombs and boxes of ammunition, Licutenant Caldwell*?
taking command of the fighting. The Germans were now
shelling the Loupart road, and Caldwell, while restoring order
among the scattered troops there and organising along the
road-bank a defence by the 26th and 27th, was killed.2?®
Lieutenant Lampard,®® however, held the road-bank while
Davies, with a couple of N.C.0’s'®* and a “scratch ” hombing
party, seized 300 yards of the trench, including three German

6 Lieut, W. L. Davies, M.C.; 27tl ; ¢ Tow 3
Aust.; b. St. Peters, S. Aust., 28 Szegt.l, 1132?88 Sehool teacher; of Kent Town, S.

1% Lieut, D. W. Caldwell, 27th Bn. Carpenter; of S re, S H
Exeter, S. Aust., 1893. Killed'in action, 2 I&arch,’ :;:7.‘cmaphm(, Se Aust; b

l’ifgxe sar‘x}e shell killed Lieutenant A. O. Lucas (of Malvern, S. Aust.)
ieut, V. W. Lampard, M.C.; 27th Bn. Grocer: hebs s H
Bowden, S. Aust., 14 Aug.,' 1896. K7illed in action, r:, ggp;l.‘,kx';lxré'.m' S Awt.; b

0 One was Sergeant J. Lockwood, th «“ i *
with a revolver in each hand, led the botgnbior:ge;art;. fleree lonking N 0" who,
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posts and, at the intersection of Loos Cut, waited for daylight
to make plain the position of the sth Brigade.

That brigade earlier in the night had, by a well-planned
stroke, captured 500 yards of Layton Alley,*** and dug its
advanced posts in line with those of the 7th Brigade and with
its own new barricade in Layton Alley. Thus before day-
light the whole objective had been captured, except for a
short section on cach flank of the 7th Brigade. The fog lay
thick, and a counter-attack was every moment expected. At
5.30, just before dawn, a remarkably heavy barrage fell on
the extreme right and drove in two of the new posts of the
sth Drigade beside Layton Alley. Down the alley itself the
shells burst in enfilade, and the whole area immediately behind
the front was included in the bombardment. After the shells
had heen flying over for half-an-hour, the posts of the 7th
Brigade on the summit of the prominence observed close in
front a long file of Germans issuing from Grévillers Trench
and descending into the valley in which Layton Alley lay.
Believing that they were the defeated enemy coming back
to surrender, the troops signalled to them and ceased fire,
until the Germans began to advance in line with some
extraordinary step.®? Lewis gunners and riflemen at once
opened fire, and the Germans vanished; the 26th believed
they had heen “wiped out.” At 6.25, however, a body of
the enemy appeared hombing down Layton Alley. S.O.S.
rockets were sent up, and the Australian guns responded
heavily,®® hut the alley was lost. Two hours later the sth
Brigade learned that the neighbouring posts of the 1st
Division also had been attacked and driven in.

A double task therefore confronted the 2nd Division—to
capture the left of the objective and to recapture Layton
Alley. On the left the attacking force of the 28th was

11 At 9.48 p.m. while the enemy’s position in the alley was being bombarded by
trench-mortars and frontally attacked by bombers of the 17th under Sergeant H.
J.. Pearson (of Coburg, Vic.), another party of that battalion was quietly led by
Licutenant Lyons across the open from the Bapaume road under cover of mist
and entercd the alley 150 yards farther north, in rear of its garrison. The
Germans, who heard this party approachmg, but imagined that it was their own
relief, were quickly bombed into surrender. The enemy farther up Malt Trench made
two attempts to regain the lost sector, but were driven off by Lewis gun fire and
were presently suppressed by the 7th Brigade’s attack.

12 Prohably the Piussian “ parade stride’ or *‘ goose step.’” The Australians who
had never seen it hefore were wonderstruck. Captain Cherry afterwards said that
the enemy advanced “‘ like a mob of blacks at a corroboree.’” Others described the
drill as ‘“a sort of haka dance.”

138 They also answered a call for a “light barrage” on the front of the sib
Brigade.
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withdrawn and put in again through the sector captured by the
26th.13¢ A number of bombers picked from the party by
Lieutenant Leaver'®® were then led to the left flank of the
26th, held by Lieutenant Lloyd,**® and began 1o bomb to the
west. They had barely started when they found that a
section of the trench ahead of them had not been completely
dug; it dwindled into a channel less than two feet in depth.
Along this Leaver and a famous bomber of the 26th, hy
name Forte 3" attempted to thrust,
but were met with bombs both from
Gamp Trench and from the continua-
tion of Malt, where a machine-gun
post beside a low mound had for
some days been a principal centre of
German  resistance. Leaver was
wounded and Forte killed. About
noon the remainder of the 28th’s
party, under Lieutenants King and
Allen, arrived and rushed the re-
doubt, but found most of its garrison
with their machine-gun in course of
retirement to the west along Malt Trench.’®®  Licutenant
Allen with a bombing party cleared the trench and Dblocked
it at the limit of the objective. Another bombing party scized
Gamp Trench, finding, under the dense wire™ which blocked
it, three dugouts, whose garrison surrendered. On the other
flank the 27th presently joined up with the 17th after an

1% Lieut. Allen had already been ordered by Lieut.-Colonel G. A. Read (of
Fremantle, W. Aust.) to renew the attempt, and, after re-examining the entangle-
ment and finding it intact, was about to attempt an entrance by Gamp Trench when
he received the order to go through the 26th. This order was due to the discovery
that the maps were wrong, the heads of Gamp Trench and Emma Alley being not,
as dﬁpicted, contiguous, but thirty yards apart and conmected only by hall-dug
trench.

18 Lieut. W. A. Leaver, M.C., M.M.; 28th Bn. School teacher; of Victoria I'ark,
W. Aust.; b Cobar, N.S.W., 10 Sept., 1897.

18 Capt. F. C. Lloyd, M.C,, D.C.M.; 26th Bn. Bank clerk; of Brishane; h. Roma,
Q’land, 18g2.

13 Known as “‘ Darkie Forte.” On the Gallipoli Peninsula Forte had, by himself,
raided in daylight a Turkish bombing position at The Nek. He was said to have
walked over the parapet on a_windy day at Armentiéres to rccover his hat, which
had blown into No-Man’s Land. (610 Pte. E. Forte, M.M.; 26th Bn. Labourcr; of
Avoca, Vic.; b. Mount Lonarch, Vic., 1884. Killed in action, 2 March, 1917.)

18 As .the retiring Qermans seemed to be hesitating whether to suriender or to
shoot, _ng took the risk, often fatal, of walking forward to beckon them in. As
they still hesitated, King sent Allen’s party to seize the trench.

1% This wire was on ““knife rests ” securely embedded in both walls of the trench,
and extended for sixty yards down its course.
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unfortunate exchange of bombs before the mutually
approaching parties had recognised each other. At 1 p.m.
the 17th Battalion, under cover of a barrage, bombed up
Layton Alley and retook it.

The available German records have little to say concerning the
capture of Malt Trench.14®¢ As the “Bastion” was important, the
garrison had been strengthened and was said by prisoners to consist of
two companies of the 64th R.LR. (on the left and centre of the
Australian attack), one and a half companies of the 1st Guard Reserve
Regiment (on the Australian right), and seven machine-guns.14t It
seems probable that, after most of the trench had been lost and the
counter-attacks of the “storm companies” (which, according to the
History of the 64th R.LR., were thrown in) and of the 1st Guard
Reserve Regiment on the eastern flank had been beaten, either the
divisional or the local commander exercised his option and withdrew the
last troops from the strong-point at the mound.

The 2nd Division had thus established itself on the Loupart
hastion close in front of the main German position in the
R.I line. To obtain a “ jumping-off ” position for Gough’s
intended assault on that line, the posts were advanced on
subsequent nights. Many posts of the 1st Division also had
been similarly advanced on the night of the Malt Trench
attack. Their garrisons had barely dug themselves in when
the whole front of that division and the inner flanks of its
neighbours were subjected to a sharp elaborately planned
counter-stroke, which was obviously unconnected with the
attack at Malt Trench but was the reason for the German
bombhardment laid on the forward area at 5.30 a.m.

Late in the previous evening information had been
obtained from a German prisoner that an attempt was to
hbe made by three or four patrols, each of
30-40 men, to obtain information of the
British dispositions on that part of the front.
The intelligence staff succeeded in getting this warning
through before midnight to a few of the nearer Australian
outposts on the right of Le Barque, but the remainder

Enemy raid
on Le Barque

10 The chief reference occurs in the history of the rst Guard Res. F.A. Regiment,
which was covering the sector; “ there followed stubborn ﬁghtlflg around the basj:ton;
like slope lying south of Loupart Wood, shut in between the ¢ Warlencourt Switch
(Malt Tiench) and Leipzig Way (Layton Alley), and it was only on March 3 after
nine days’ resistance, that it was abandoned in accordance with orders. By
“ abandonment ”” must be meant either the withdrawal of the last remnant of troops
after the rest had been driven out, or the decision not to counter-attack when once
the trench had been lost.

141 The prisoners included s7 of the 64th R.LR., 8 of the 1st Gd. R.R., and G
machine-gunners and pioneers.
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appear to have been unwarned when the bombardment began.
At 6 o’clock it eased. The fog was much too thick to allow
the detection of any general movement by the enemy, but,
several hours later, reports of isolated attacks by strong
parties began
to arrive at
corps head-
quarters from ==
nearly all parts
of the I Anzac
front.

From these *
it was evident
that the opera- |
tion had been

miore important N AKX i
- S A2 Numbers ingicle bla/ions]
than was at first A E ]

supposed. To / £ o e ey By e S N N,
the right of the

three villages two parties of the 93rd R.L.R., advancing in the
morning mist, had each unknowingly penetrated between the
advanced Australian posts, had captured a few men who
happened to be moving across country on some duly, and
then, with their prisoners, had stumbled on some Australian
post.  The easternmost party ran into the support line of
the 6th Battalion in Pork Trench 600 yards behind the
front line, and, being fired on, vanished into the f{fog,
the captured Australians escaping. Captain Taylor and
Lieutenant Forbes'*? of the 6th, with only 14 men, at once
followed, found the Germans, and, working round them,
captured the whole party.*** The second German party came
from the rear upon one of the 6th Battalion’s forward posts,
which, in consequence of the warning from corps head-
quarters, had been increased to a strength of ten men with a
Lewis gun!** To a summons to surrender, I.ance-Corporal
Lindhe'® replied with a bomb whose explosion gave Private

-

32 Lieut. J. W. F9rbes, 6th Bn. Bank accountant; of Melhourne and North
Sydney; b. Cairns, Q’land, 20 Dec., 18g0. Kulled in action, 20 Sept., 1917.

13Tt then numbered twenty of the g3rd R.I.R., including 1ts lcader, the commander
of the 11th Company, wounded, and an under-officer. § '

1% This had been done at the request of Lieut R. A. Hall, the officer-in-charge of
three advanced posts connecting Barley Trench with Thalloy.

M5 Cpl. N. F, Lindhe, D.C.M. (No. 2199; 6th Bun.). Laboure:: 3 i
Vic.; b. Hay, N.S.W., 1896. Killed in actgign, 30 ch;c‘.,) 1917? ouret; of Swan Iill,
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Tweedie't® time to switch round the Lewis gun. There
followed a bomb-fight in which the commander of the post,
Lance-Corporal Pattinson!¥” and more than half the men,
including Tweedie, were wounded, but the Germans were
driven off. TFeeling their way through the fog towards the
east of the three villages they soon afterwards ran into the
rear of a 5th Battalion post, which shot some of them down.
Here their Australian prisoners escaped.*® The surviving
Germans were followed by patrols*# which shot 3 and
caplured I1.

North and north-west of Thilloy other German parties had
attacked. Some had been driven off, but several Australian
posts were surprised and captured.  These particular
positions could not be visited by day, but at dusk patrols
found two small garrisons of the 5th Battalion missing, and
also two of the 3rd, and the positions empty except for two
or three Germans who surrendered at sight.s°

Another German party, advancing beside the Bapaume
road, had slipped past the posts there, after a brush with one
of them, and suddenly appeared at a company headquarters
of the 4th Battalion, 200 yards in rear. The sentry at the
dugout entrance at once gave the alarm, and was shot; the
Lewis gun was hombed, and other bombs were rolled down
the stairs. After inflicling a number of casualties,*s! the
Germans captured a dozen Australians and the Lewis gun,
but did not seize the dugout. They were making off with
their prisoners when they were intercepted by a neighbouring
post of the 3rd Battalion. Supports of the 4th and survivors
from the dugout also attacked them, and in the mélée most
of the prisoners cscaped, although unfortunately four were
killed.?®* The Lewis gun was recaptured. On the other side

6 Pte, T, A. Tweedie, M.M. (No. 3066; 6th Bn.). Softgoodsman; of Ballarat,
Vie.; h. Ballarat, 13 June, 1897.

17 Spt, A, Pattinson, M.M. (No. 3808; Gth Bn.). Farmer; of Lancefield, Vic.;
b. Mount Blackwood, Vie., 22 Oct., 1895.

18 The officer leading the German party, who was wounded at this juncture, had
kept them close by him and had treated them to hot coffee carried by his stretcher-
bearers. On appiroaching the Australian post, the prisoners had managed to get
somewhat ahead of their guard.

V‘: "’)Undcr Taeuts. E. A. ITay (of Bendigo, Vic.) and R. G. Samson (of Footscray,
ic.).

0 Tn a post of the sth Baftalion the Victorian soldier in charge, Lance-Corporal
E. McK. Tarrell (of Colac, Vie) lay dead. This post was sited between several
sunken roads into whicl it could not fire. In these the Germans obtained a lodgment
and bombed the post.

W T jeutenant L. M. Lane was killed, and tiwo other officers and five men were
wounded.

12 A German medical officer and five other ranks were captured.
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of the Bapaume road two posts of the 4th Battalion,'*® after
half their members had been killed or wounded, were captured
by part of the same German company. But the !eft-ﬂank
post of the 4th Battalion held on. Its commander, Lieutenant
Brown,®* had been rendered anxious by the fog, and had
retained the old garrison as well as the relief. With his 18
men, although the posts on either flank had been driven in or
captured, he beat off an attack, the enemy leaving 8 killed.

German accounts of these raids show that they were suggested by
the staff of the 4th Guard Division'35 on February 27, when the Aus-
tralians, by flowing through the three villages, formed an_almost
egg-shaped salient. The division proposed that four companies—one
from the neighbouring 64th R.LR. (1st Guard Reserve Division) and
one from each of its own regiments—should raid this salient simul-
taneously from west, north-west, north, and east. Employing methods
of surprise, they were to capture the Australian posts, which would
meanwhile have been engaged from the front by other supporting com-
panies, and to return with the prisoners. The bombardment was to be
heavy but short, since ammunition was limited. An object of the
stroke was to make the other side more cautious, and delay its advance
to the R.I line. o

The thrust of the Australians to Layton Alley caused a modification
of the plan—the 1st Guard Reserve Division could now merely support
the flank of the attack; and, at the last moment, even this was rendered
impossible by the progress of the s5th Australian Brigade up Layton
Alley early in the night. This drove back the company of the G4th
R.IR. responsible for supporting the flank, and endangered the whole
operation.  Part of the 1st Guard Reserve Regiment was immediately
ordered to retake the lost ground. This counter-aitacking force
ran into the Australian attack upon Malt Trench, but nevertheless
carried out its duty, and Layton Alley throughout the time of the raid
was in German possession. The 64th R.LR. was, however, unable to
perform its part by seizing Lower Malt Trench near the Bapaume road,
and so safeguarding the flank.

The artillery of the 4th Guard and neighbouring divisions opened
on the villages at 5.30. The two central regiments (5th Guard
Grenadier and sth Foot Guard) each attacked with strong detachments
from two companies, having apparently been permitted to throw in their
supporting companies. The leading waves went forward at 5.45. It
was the 5th company of the sth Guard Grenadier, under Licutenant
Preuss, previously one of the commanders of the rear-guard, that slipped
through the Australian line at the Bapaume road and stumbled on 2
company headquarters of the 4th Battalion. Preuss succeeded in
returning to the German lines about 9 a.m., bringing a Lewis gun and
2 number of prisoners of the 1st Australian Division.

The 11th company after engaging by rifle-fire the aitention of
the Australian posts, itself advanced, but, after passing on its left onc

13 The 4th Battalion had just relieved the 17th.

‘;“Iﬁieut. 8V V. Brown, M.C.; Australian Flying Corps.  Salesman; 1. Petersham,

S.W., 1892,

1% The general staff officer of the division was Captain Franz von Papen,
afterwards Chancellor of Germany. He was with the division in 1016 at Mouquet

Farm, and served later in Palestine (sce Vol. VII, pp. 495-6, 636-7). At Nazareth
he was nearly captured.
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of the Australian posts, it found itself enfiladed from both flanks.
Discovermg no sign of the sth company, it withdrew.

Of the sth Foot Guard, strong detachments from two companies,
brought up from rest, were to attack Thilloy and Ligny-Thilloy, the
8th from the north and the sth from the north-east. Each advanced in
three parties. The right party of the 8th was fired on by a Lewis
gun and failed. The centre and left parties, helped by the mist, passed
between the outposts The centre party completely surprised the 3rd
Battalion's post in “Trip Trench”—the New South Welshmen were
cutting up their rations when bombs fell among them.13¢ The left patrol
captured the post of the 5th Battalion at the forked road north of
Thilloy. Of the sth company, the right patrol slipped into Thilloy, but
the other two failed, the left patrol becoming involved with posts of the
sth Battalion in a mélée from which only one wounded German escaped.

The fate of the company of the 93rd R.I.R., which was allotted to
protect the left flank, but which wandered far behind the line of the
2nd Australian Brigade, has already been described.

The German corps and divisional staffs, though dis-
appointed with these results, considered that the western half
of the operation had been successful. ““ About 50" prisoners
were reported to have been taken. Australian records show
only 30 men captured out of a total loss of about go. The
Germans lost some 110 killed, wounded, and captured, of
whom 45 became prisoners. The advantage was therefore
well on the Australian side, although not to such a degree as
the Anzac leaders at the time believed. These recognised
that the loss of several outposts was due to the omission
to put out wire entanglements, a precaution unpopular,
apparently, with most British troops, and certainly so with
the Australians®™  Orders were now given to wire them
at once: the empty positions, as soon as they could be
reached, were reoccupied, additional posts stationed, and their
connection into a trench line hastened.

The same night which saw the capture of Malt Trench
and the confused affair of the German raids saw also a
sharp minor action north-east of Le Transloy
at the extreme right of the I Anzac Corps,
where the Germans still had a strong outpost in Sunray
Trench and the newly-dug Boomerang Trench!®® oo yards

Sunray Trench

130 According to a statement of one of them after the war.

17 The reason was not merely the danger to the party erecting the entanglement,
but the fact that the wire, when erected, afforded a sign to the enemy of the
positions occupied by the posts, and an excellent mark for shooting on them.

188 See p. 91.



110 THE A.LF. IN FRANCE [28th Feb.-2nd Mar.. 1917

in front of the R.I line?®®  Farther south, near Sailly-
Saillisel, on the morning of February 28th the British 29th
Division had thrown two battalions against the German line
south of the pivot and had captured part of the front line
and more than 70 prisoners.?® The sth Australian Division
now launched a bombing attack along Sunray Trench, north
of the pivot. That trench was first slowly bombarded during
the night of March 1st by two medium trench-mortars.*®*
At 4 a.m. four Stokes mortars opened for two minutes at
their fastest rate on different sectors of the objective, while
the covering artillery and 8th Machine Gun Company threw
a “box harrage” on the trenches surrounding it. At 4.2
the mortars ceased fire, and thirty men of the 2gth Battalion,
under Lieutenants Lacey®? and Whitelaw,*¢® attacked, still
covered by the barrage, which continued for twenty minutes.
Trusting to the mist to screen them, on reaching the German
barricade they seized it, clambering out of the trench in order
the better to throw their bombs. But they were at once
seen by the Germans in Boomerang Trench, who, with bombs,
forced them back into Sunray. The squad which was to
block Boomerang Trench
now discovered that the
end of it which had been
believed to afford access to
Sunray had been dug only a
foot deep. As the Germans
in Boomerang would there-
fore be unable to bomb up
it, there was little risk in
ignoring them, and the
order was given to press on
up Sunray. The German garrison resisted stoutly, and the
leading Victorians were wounded, but, with a sergeant'®* at

%,
D

@ . . . . SWOUsrds

T”‘In this neighbourhood the R.I line was known as ‘“ Atom” and ‘ Meteor ””
renches.

10 An attempt by the zoth British Division of the same corps (XIV) to assist
by the capture of a sunken road at Le Transloy failed.

! Their rate of fire was too slow for the bombardment preceding an attack.
It was therefore arranged that they should throw, during the night, forty bombs.
In order that the trench mlgl}t not be destroyed by the creation of large craters,
the bombs were fitted with *instantaneous” fuses.

1@ Tieut. C. L. Lacey, M.C.; 29th Bn. Clerk; of North Fitzroy, Vic.; b.
Northcote, Vic., 28 Feb, 1895.

1% Lieut., F. F. Whitelaw, M.C.; 2g9th Bn. Accountant; of Kerang, Vic; b.
Mgf‘tosa, V(z:c., Azs %u%, 1(812\51_8. 6Died ofhwounds, 10 Aug., 1918.

gt. C. A. Taylor 0. 638; 29th Bn.). Motor driver; of Warracknabeal
Vie.; b. Warracknabeal, 31 July, 18994. ’ ’
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its head. the party bombed and captured a machine-gun, rolled
grenades into the shelters, and erected a barricade 250 yards
down the captured trench. To safeguard this work, a party
advanced another eighty yards down the trench, of which the
garrison was chased back across the open by the fire of rifles
and a Lewis gun.

It was then 5 a.m. As day whitened the mist, the troops,
peering through it in constant expectation of counter-attack,
at 6 o'clock caught sight of an approaching line of dim figures,
about 100 yards to the north of Sunray Trench. This move-
ment had not been prefaced by hombardment, and for a few
seconds the Germans advanced with impunity. Then six Lewis
guns and every rifle in the sector opened, and no part of the
line came within fifty yards of the Australian trench. Another
party, however, appeared south of it, but seemed bewildered,
some of the men holding up their hands in token of surrender.
QOthers, however, fired on Lieutenant Whitelaw, who went
forward to call them in, and the indignant Victorians shot
down the party. After the failure of this attempt, the
German artillery turned its fire upon the area. It was
quickly silenced by the British counter-batteries, but the
enemy’s trench-mortars continued to shoot all day, and
about 7.45 p.m. greatly intensified their bombardment, the
German artillery again joining in. This night was clear, and
at 8.10 a single wave of men was seen to leave the R.I line
(“ Atom Trench”) and advance from the north towards the
newly-won position.  Its garrison, however, had been
strengthened with some Lewis guns of the 32nd Battalion;
nine of these weapons were now in readiness. But almost
before they opened, the artillery of the sth Division responded
to an S.0.S. signal with a barrage so prompt and accurate
that the advancing line stopped and no other appeared.®
The 29th Battalion seized the opportunity to capture another
thirty yards of trench. The Germans shelled the position all
next day, but the total loss of the 29th Battalion was only sixty.

The captured Germans were of the 8th Bavarian Regiment, part
of the 14th Bavarian Division, which was then discovered to have
replaced on February 28 the much over-strained 4th Ersatz Division.

The available German records do not mention the fighting at Sunray
Trench.

18 According to one officer of the 29th, the artillery * cannot have taken more
than twenty seconds ” in answering the signal.




CHAPTER V

THE OCCUPATION OF BAPAUME. DISCORD IN THI:
HIGH COMMAND

Tue fighting of March 2nd brought the 2nd Austrahan
Division close enough to the R.I line to have enabled I Anzac
to attack that line and Loupart Wood {rom the south-cast.
But the II Corps, which was to attack them from the south-
west, must still, before approaching R.I, drive the German
outposts from Irles and from Grévillers Trench. .\t a con-
{erence at G.H.Q. on March 2nd Gough stated that he would
deliver the main assault “about March 13th” and would
attack Bucquoy, the northern pivot of the withdrawal, about
the same date. It was notified that the aim of both operations
was to gain observation over the gradual down-slope towards
Arras, so as to co-operate
later with the Third Army’s /e
offensive. Haig, being appre- 3

bensive that the Germans >§

were withdrawing in order =, A\ S

to save enough divisions to =, S¥E~ sp ’?,;t’/w.n;u?;n\ykm
deliver a smashing counter- *‘fty Y i inNping

stroke in Flanders, insisted o dorcs ey

that the British also must  The German  outpost.line is showen by
withdraw every division that

could be spared through the slackening of strain during the
enemy’s retreat. Gough decided to bring out the 1st Aus-
tralian forthwith; he would then have seven divisions—two
of them Australian—out of the line. The greater part of his
heavy artillery was shortly to be sent north for the Arras
offensive, and he was now informed that, if the Second Army
was attacked, he must furnish still more.

Accordingly, after thanking the Australian divisions “ for
the excellent work they have accomplished during the last
tour days,” Gough withdrew the 1st—with the exception of
its artillery—for greatly needed training.* Its front was taken
over by its neighbours, the sth extending westward and the
2nd eastward.? The I Anzac front was thereforec now held

* The Australian divisions had all been in the line, whereas a proportion of others
had been training.

2To effect this, the 2nd Division put its three brigades into the line, each with
only one battalion in the front line, while the sth held with two brigades, each with
two battalions in the line.

112
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by these two divisions, their point of junction lying beyond
Thilloy, opposite the south-western corner of Bapaume, whose
ramparts were less than a mile distant. The Germans had
withdrawn to their R.I line along the whole of the Fifth
Army’s front, their right having fallen back from Gomme-
court on the night of February 27th. Whether they would
remain in the R.I line long enough for Gough to attack
them on March 13th was recognised as doubtful.  Almost
every day prisoners taken by the Fifth Army confirmed the
expectation of a further withdrawal by stages,® and, as the
British air-patrols observed that the successive defence-lines
as far as Cambrai were being hurriedly completed, it was
assumed that these marked the projected stages. Yet, except
for reported removals of dépbts in the back areas, there was
so far no actually visible evidence of withdrawal from any
part south of Le Transloy—that is, from the front of the
Fourth Army and of the French. A few prisoners, largely
officers, stoutly affirmed that the manceuvre was only
local, and it is noteworthy that by this staunch affirmation
they succeeded for at least a week in keeping alive lingering
doubts whether the Germans would withdraw beyond
Bapaume.

A further withdrawal at least to the R.II line, close in
front of Bapaume, was however, hourly expected. By orders
from Gough, all the Fifth Army’s front-line divisions were
enjoined to consider themselves advanced guards of their
scveral corps, stationary for the moment, but ready to follow
the enemy with due precaution as soon as he moved back.
The brigades in the line now held their front lightly, with
outpost companies in mutually supporting posts, patrols work-
ing in advance, strong supports stationed in rear, and the
remaining force disposed in depth back on the old Somme
battlefield.* Meanwhile on March 3rd the bombardment of
the R.I line® in front of Loupart Wood began, and the
Australian posts were pushed to within 300 yards of it with
orders to dig a trench from which to attack. But on the night

3A letter, written by a man of the sth Guard Grenadier captured on March 3,

said: ‘““It is now our aim to bluff ‘ Tommy’ as much as possible and to get
gradually to the position where we intend to stay.”” The date of the letter was
eb. 25.

4They were accommodated largely in the old dugouts.

8Its front trench was in that sector known to the British as ‘ Warlencourt
Trench,” and the support trench known as the ‘‘ Grévillers Line.”
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of the 4th snow fell heavily. The roads behind the II Corps
threatened to break down under the traffic of lorries carrying
heavy shells, and, although on the following night the IT Corps
cleared the Germans from west of Irles,® the main attack
appeared likely to be further postponed.

On March sth, however, there were observed along the
{ront clear signs that the Germans would at an carly date
withdraw far beyond Bapaume. Heavy plumes ol smolke rose
from that town and the villages beyond it. Near V¢lu, hve
miles back, a dump on the light railway was burning. In front
of the Fourth Army and of the right of the Third smoke
clouds rose from the villages.” The next day was fine with
a keen gale, and British airmen observed a greatly abnormal
number of railway trains moving eastwards and southwards
in the German back area. Smoke now rose in columns daily
from almost every village.  Yet the patrols of the 6th and
7th Brigades (2nd Australian
Division), who moved nightly
along the wire of the R.I line,
could only report that flares,
machine-gun fire, and sniping
shots came from it precisely as
usual. Such was the position
when, early on March 10th,
the II Corps attacked with four
battalions® the German out-
post in Grévillers Trench.
The garrison of the 17th German Division, though a strong
one, was cowed by the bombardment, and offered practically
no resistance, 370 prisoners being taken.? These and others
previously taken were positive that the R.I line was to be held

2

Cikachiet-le-petit) -
Ty == \w\\ ?

S AL « Resurrection Trench,” taken by two companies of the 8th Suffolk Regi-
ment, 18th Division.

7The Fifth Army intelligence staff, however, next day noted that these fires
had not completely destroyed any village, and inferred that they meant the huining
of dumps in the villages.

8 Of the 2nd and 18th British Divisions.

? The 2s5th Battalion (2nd Australian Division) was to have assisted the 1ight
flank of the znd British Division 1n this attack by seizing Gréwillers Treuch at its
junction with Malt. Patrols found, however, that the German wire had not been
cut, and at the last moment this subsidiary assault was countermanded. The
position was instead bombarded with trench-mortars, and an attempt was made to
bomb up to the end of Malt Trench. This effort being checked by a machine-gun,
a party of the 28th was sent round into the British trenches to reinforce the
British right. It had started bombarding the enemy with one of their own
mortars, and the Germans were waving a handkerchief in token of surrender, when
the party, much to its disappointment, was recalled.
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for some time. Preparations for the main attack upon it were
accordingly hurried on. The task of seizing Loupart Wood
itself was allotted to the II Corps, I Anzac being ordered to
assist by seizing 1,500 yards of R.I and the south-eastern face
of the wood. As the 2nd Australian Division had been
nearly six weeks in the line, it had been intended that the 4th
should be brought back and put in on a narrow front to carry
out this attack. But it was now thought that the enemy would
not seriously resist a powerful attack upon R.I, and, as the
leaders of the 2nd Australian Division were deeply dis-
appointed when the change was suggested,*® and their troops
were said to be keen, it was decided that this division should
stay in the line and, with the 2nd British Division on its left,
carry out the attack. General Smyth decided to employ his
7th Brigade To give it a short rest, it was to be re-
lieved on the night of March 12th by the sth, the latter’s
sector, immediately south of the Bapaume road, being
“temporarily ” taken over by the 8th Brigade of the sth
Australian Division.

Although the trenches confronting the infantry appeared to
be strongly held, Gough’s intelligence staff received continuous
evidence that withdrawal was imminent. Only single guns
were firing from certain German battery positions; a group
of field-batteries at Grévillers, after unusual activity on March
6th, was practically silent on the 7th; next day the guns which
fired on the British farther north were long-range pieces
shooting from a distance. The Fifth Army’s intelligence staff
warned all its corps that these and other signs probably meant
a withdrawal to the R.II line within the next few weeks, and
that there were indications that the Germans were working
to a time-table.

In spite of this warning, it was hoped that the Germans
would be caught in R.I by Gough’s attack, which was now
imminent. The entanglement opposite the Anzac front had
been bombarded for a week, but had not yet been cut when,
on March 1rth—which, one diary notes, was the first beautiful

104« We don’t want anybody else to do our job,” said Gellibrand. Colonel
Bridges, according to one account, ‘got quite stuffy.” Smyth, who on March 4
had resumed command of the division, wrote that it would be *“ well able to undet;
take the operation—in fact, the officers and men are most anxious to carry it out.’
Birdwood had on March 3 decided that, if the attack did not take place by the
13th, the 4th Division should deliver it.

% The reserve battalion (23rd) of the 6th would also take part.
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spring day*’—the II Corps began its preparatory bombard-
ment. The tearing up of the wire continued all that day.
At noon a fire began to burn in Grévillers village. The day
was bright, and British aeroplanes took the opportunity to
patrol, but the enemy machines resisted with unwonted stub-
bornness, four British aeroplanes being brought down. That
night the infantry patrols going out after dark were fired on
from R.I as usual?® At 2.15 there occurred in the direction
of Loupart Wood a series of loud explosions lasting for
half-a-minute, and later another near Grévillers.

During next day, March 12th, no change was observed.
The bombardment of R.I continued, and additional orders for
the action were issued. But, as soon as dusk fell, an altera-
tion in the conditions became obvious to the sentries of the
6th Australian Brigade (south of Grévillers) and of the
7th (south of Loupart Wood). The German lines were
abnormally silent, although flares were being thrown in great
numbers. As constantly happened throughout this period, the
first Australian leader to adopt vigorous action was Gellibrand.
His suspicions had been aroused by the unusual activity of
an enemy battery during the day,** and he had ordered the
21st Battalion to discover at dusk whether the Germans had
retired.  The first patrol was fired on from R.I and, hearing
voices there, reported that line still held; but, as the German
artillery was presently observed to be shelling it, Gellibrand
directed that it must be entered. A patrol under Lieutenant
Hardwick at 11.50 made its way through the entanglement
south of Grévillers and found the enemy gone. At the same time
a patrol of the 28th Battalion (7th Brigade), which was being
relieved that night by the 17th (5th Brigade), reported that it
had entered R.I south of Loupart Wood and found it empty.

2Tt was followed, of course, by many wintry and even snowy ones within the
next month.

13 Those of the 6th Brigade reported that the voices of the enemy in the Grévillers
Line could be heard, that the Germans were at work behind their wire-entanglement,

and that at one _point they were, for some reason which was not evident, throwing
bombs from their trench.

34 The persistent shelling, during the morning, of his headquarters in a road-
cutting at Le Sars_ gave him the impression that an enemy battery was firing off
its stock of ammunition prior to withdrawing. During the midday meal, which he
and his staff always took 1n an exposed chamber at the top of the dugout, this shell-
fire was extremely noticeable.  After visiting the head-quarters of the sth Brigade,
and learning that 250 ““pineapple ” bombs had been fired into its front line, he

?‘xggggd the 21st Battalion to ascertain after dark whether his suspicions were

3 Lieut. W. E. Hardwick, M.C.; 21st Bn. Builder; of L. ic ;
Wales, 12 March, 1885. Killed in actiog, 5 8ctfr'19°:8. congatha, Vie ; b. Brecon.
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Conjecturing that he was on the heels of the retiring
Germans, Gellibrand had besought the headquarters of the
2nd Division for leave
to advance to R.I. in
force; the suggestion
had been rejected, and
it was thus after mid-
night before the advance
was ordered. The out-
post companies at once
moved up to the aban-
doned German line, and

pushed patrols ahead, /“i..-. ’ 9 iy 70
Y

the reserve companies
at the same time coming
up to occupy the old

By AIIS[IH/B/IFOSAS.S‘IMWII[/IIIS“”I

outpost positions.
S nnd Dark arrows show the points where R.I
Slmﬂa’r stages. cater- line was first gntercd.

pillar fashion, the 21st

continued to advance over the open plateau beyond R.I, the
patrols about day-break entering the half-ruined Grévillers®®
and the large quarry-hole, Fonds Bertin, west of it. By 11
o’clock the line of outposts had enclosed the village and lay
within 500 yards of the outworks of the next German line—
the formidable R.II Stellung, whose double trench crowned
the Bapaume heights incorporating the old ramparts of the
town.

No enemy had thus far been met, except one man left
behind with trench-feet; but parties of Germans were still
withdrawing across the open north of Grévillers. The 17th
Battalion (5th Brigade), after its relief of the 28th (7th
Brigade), moved straight forward, and during the morning
came up on the left of the 21st. The II Corps, receiving
from the Australians news of the withdrawal, also pushed
forward.l™ The Germans had not, however, abandoned their
R.I line from Achiet-le-Petit, north-westwards, or from the

18 The greater part of the church was then standing. It was finally destroyed
by the Germans, who heavily shelled Grévillers all that day.

17 The troops on the flank of the 2nd Australian Division were, by an interesting
coincidence, the 6th Brigade of the 2nd British Division. In this sudden advance
the Australians covered the ground beyond the boundary now allotted to thexr
division. This was adjusted later (sce note 20, on p. 119).
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Bapaume road, south-eastwards, where they still held both
lines and the switches connecting them. On the latter front
the 8th Australian Brigade, which was just taking over the
sector, probed Till Trench®® and found it strongly held. Far
on the other flank the 7th and 46th British Divisions attacking
Bucquoy on the night of the 13th were repulsed. The staff
of the Fifth Army rightly conjectured that it was the bombard-
ment of the R.I line on March 11th which had induced the
Germans to withdraw, earlier than they had planned, from
the part which the artillery was attacking.

The retirement to the R.II line was due to the Germans correctly
apprehending, from the bombardment, that an attack on a major scale
was now intended and imminent. Ludendorff was particularly anxious
to avoid such an attack, but had till now been uncertain whether one
was intended. The 17th Division, on which the attack of the II
British Corps had on March 10 fallen, had for some weeks been in
no condition to withstand further fighting. The R.I line afforded
little deep shelter from bombardment, and there was danger of this
division being overwhelmed before the great withdrawal had been
carried out. Leave was accordingly given for the “A” (right)
group of the First German Army and the right of “B” group (Guard
Reserve Corps)® to fall back on the R.II line. This retirement was
hurriedly ordered, but in carrying it out the Germans were assisted
by the fact that, after dusk on the 11th, when their artillery teams
were crowded on to the Loupart Plateau to withdraw the guns, the
bombardment which had been raging all day suddenly stopped. They
were thus able even to take away from a forward position one of their
field-guns which had been secretly placed there as protection against
tanks. The infantry garrison withdrew at 1 a.m. on the 12th and
moved off to rest billets, passing through the support battalions which
since midnight had been occupying with a full garrison the R.IT line;
but the guns were still to keep their barrage-line in front of R.I,
which, to deceive the British, was occupied by posts supplied with
“large quantities of flare-ammunition” and ordered to stay there,
“if possible,” during March 12. The Germans in R.II were delighted
by the sight of their opponents’ shells bursting throughout March 12
on the old trench-line, now held only by the flare-parties. According
to German accounts, on the night of the 12th the British advanced
“to attack,” and the outposts then gave way as ordered. The R.I
line was not, however, given up on the height where it crossed the
Bapaume road, outposts of the 1st Guard Reserve and s5th Guard
Grenadier Regiments being specially directed to hold this position.

The days following this withdrawal were, on the I Anzac
front, occupied by constant efforts to ensure that any signs
of the imminence of a further retirement should be immedi-
ately discovered and acted upon. The 5th Division in the

18 With the assistance of men of the outgoing sth Brigade (see p. 115).

» The two divisions affected near the I Anzac front were the 17th (of “ A ”
group), opposite the II British Corps, and the 1st Guard Reserve (of ““ B ), paitly
opposite I Anzac.
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southern sector was still largely involved in the muddy con-
ditions of the old battlefield, but the country in which the 2nd
Division now worked was almost entirely green, and, though
some of the newly-won trenches were in parts waterlogged
and the troops had received no rest, the distresses of life in
the mud had one by one been cast off like oppressive garments,
until men and officers had not merely recovered from the
depression of the winter, but were in abnormally high spirits.
The sth and 6th Brigades rapidly advanced some of their
posts to within 300 yards of the R.II line north-west of
Bapaume, while patrols of the 6th Brigade and 5th Division
constantly endeavoured to force an entry into the part of R.I
(Till-Atom-Meteor Trench) to which the enemy still clung
south-west and south of the town.

Immediately the abandonment of the line near Grévillers
had been discovered, Gellibrand had put in his 24th Battalion
to establish posts immediately north of the main road, while
the 21st swept farther to the left around the village. His
leadership was producing a particularly active and determined
type of junior officer, and these and their men were resolved
not again to be accused of the slowness with which he had
taxed them in the first phase of the withdrawal. On the night
of March 13th the front was readjusted,® the 24th Battalion
becoming responsible for the whole front of its brigade.
Probing with exceptional vigour,? its patrols thrust along
R.I beyond their brigade’s
proper boundary, probing
close to Bapaume, where
they found the enemy
holding that line in
strength and lost men by
his fire. The 8th Brigade
was then invited to come
into R.I through the 6th  X: &% 47
and to continue the thrust, — J2gfuntes el taiaion)
which it did, first stationing

e alian boundary was shifted slightly southwards, the 6th British
Brigggg tﬁcﬁg over the post&s' of the 17th Battalion (sth Australian Brigade), and
the 17th taking over those of the 2z1st Battalion (6th Australian Brigade) in Gré-
villers, leaving the z4th (6th Brigade) responsible for the line between Grévillers
and the main Bapaume road. . .

2 Tn the records of the 24th, the patrolling by Lieuts. T. C. Seabrook, G. D.
Pollington, J. A. Granter, and G. R. Barclay is particularly mentioned. (Seabrook
belonged to Ivanhoe, Vic.; Pollington to Dumosa, Vic.; Granter to Elwood, Vic.;
Barclay to Croxton, Vic.)

o
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posts to connect with the Brickfield ”’ farther back, and
on the following night it advanced almost to the shgrt
“ switch "2 connecting R.I with R.JII. From that point
southwards, however, the R.I line, though bombarded during
the afternoon of the 14th, was too stoutly held for penetration
by patrols.?® )

Conjectures as to the German intentions were couﬁrme'd
on March 13th by the discovery, apparently in a dugout in
Loupart Wood,* of two copies of orders of the 1st Guard
Reserve Division. One, dated March 11th, contained in-
structions for the withdrawal of March 11th from R.I. More
important was the other, an earlier order of March_ 5th?
laying down the procedure of the main retreat to the Hinden-
burg Line. This showed that it had been intended to carry
out the whole retreat from the R.I line to the Hindenburg
Line in two main stages. On the “first marching day™
(which would follow the thirty-fifth day of prepz_tration) the
resting battalions of each regiment would be withdrawn to
Cambrai, but the front line (R.I) would still be held till the
evening, the support battalions having meanwhile concentrated
in R.JIII (the “Beugny-Ytres Line,” three miles beyond
Bapaume®). After dark—at 9 o’clock—the garrison of R.l
would withdraw in rear of R.III, but the forward lines would
still be occupied, R.II (in that division’s sector) by a small
picked rear-guard of about 500 men, 12 machine-guns, and 0
field-guns per division, and R.I by flare-parties irom this
rear-guard. All next day and the following night the rear-
guard was to deceive its enemy, or delay him il he pressed.
But early on the third marching day the whole of these troops
would retire through another division (called, in the order,
the “ Siegfried ” Division),?” which would then have been

2 Near an outlying “ factory.”

2B A party of the 3ist Battalion also attempted to get into Till Tiench from the
front by bombing up “ Tongue Trench,” but five of its eight men were hit. Several
other frontal attempts in the same sector were repulsed.

% Previously a headquarters of one of the battalions of the 64th R.L.R.

* It was translated and circulated by the British staff some hours after the other.
Possibly it was discovered later.

21t is now known that the support battalions, rather than freshly rested hat-
talions, were put into this line for two reasons: first, it was desired to avoid
congestion, and the sending away of the rested units cleared the area; second, it
was thought that fresh troops might be tempted to hold on to this line too long!

# 1t was_afterwards found that this merely meant the division holding the
Siegfried (Hindenburg) Line behind the retiring troops. The two divisions %f the
Guard Reserve Corps were to be * squeezed out by the retirement on the third
marching day. The captured order applied to them alone,
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brought up to hold the R.IIT line. and—with outposts—the
area in front of it.2

The British staff, correctly assuming that this order was
genuine, was thus confirmed in its belief that the enemy’s
retirement would go as deep as the Hindenburg Line. Con-
firmation would in any case 