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THE 

| EPISTLE DEDICATORY, 

To THE HONOURABLE 

Sr HARY MUNRO 

Or FOULI1S, Baronet. 

T atime when the Pulpit refounds 
with repeated exclamations againft 

the infidelity of the age, when vice reigns 
triumphant, and atheifm, or at leaft deifti- 

cal principles are openly avowed, and 
by too many much countenanced; is it not 
highly reafonable, that we fhould take 
council of the good King Jehofaphat ; 
much in our fituation, when he peremp- 
torily enjoined: “ Believe in the Lord 
“ your God, fo fhall you be eftablifhed; 

“ believe his Prophets, fo fhall ycu pro- 
“{per.2"’ 

- When Britain is embarked in a jutt 
war, again{t powerful rivals of her wealth 

- ang 
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and grandeur, and the profeffed enemies 
of our religion and con{titution, who feem | 

to place their glory and intereft, in being 
able to deprive us and our_pofterity of 

the moft valuable blefflings of both; Can 
it be denied, that there.is the moft, urgent 
neceffity’to clear up ‘the: momentuons' 
truths of religion, in a way level to moft 
capacities?’ Which being oncé eftablifhed, 
and rivetted in the minds of all ranks, 

would be a more powerful motive toinfpire 
courage, greatne(s and intrepidity of foul, 
in defence of our King and Country, 
than all the titles and preferments the go- 
vernment can beftow. If we take a fur- 
vey of hiftory, we fhall find, that few of the 
heroes- of antiquity ever fucceeded well, 
but by interefting the reigning religion of 
their country in the cxecution of their 
{chemes. The foldiers of Guflavus Aol 
phus were not more remarkable for their 
courage than piety: Brayery is fo far 
from “being extinguifhed or diminifhed. 
by atrue fenfe of religion, that it is ta: 
ther raifed thereby; and the man who is, 

or 

ma 



{v ] 
or thinks himfelf truly pious; will flighe 
thofe dangers that feem terrible to the dif. 
folute, who neither are, nor can, be good 
foldiers, patriots, or believers. 

The confpicuous examples tran{mitted 
to pofterity by your Father and Uncle, 
who fell glorioufly fighting for their 
country’s caufe, arerecent; and the many 

inftances of fincere friend{fhip I received 
from them, are ftill fo frefh in my memory,. 
that I lay hold of this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge them in this public manner, 
by infcribing your name to this {mall Per- 
formance. Youwill not expet,that I fhould 
compliment you upon the figure your 
Predeceffors, for many ages, have made: 
at home and abroad: hiftory may furnifh 
the inquifitive with their military at- 
chievements, very much to their honour. 

I fhall only add, that I wifh and exped, 
you will treadin the fame paths, that have 
been pointed out by fuch zealous patriots, 
who, on all occafions, in the moft peri- 

lous times, have, with {word in hand, op- 
pofed 
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pofed all who attempted to ruin the ftate, 
or difturb the common tranquillity: and, 
in that light, have appeared more worthy 

of refpec&t and imitation, than thofe pa- 
geant objects of popular admiration, who 
have nothing but pomp and fplendid titles 
to recommend them. I[ am, 

Honoured Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

THEOPHILUS INSULANUS, 

NV. B. This Dedication was wrote in 1761. 

THE 



PP ROR! Picks Coop. 

nike O communicate our thoughts to the Pu- . 
blic, is the prevailing purfuit of the age. 

The infection has reached me, fo that I have 
fet myfelf to write on a fubjeét very uncom- 

mon. The motive which determined me, is nei- 

ther vanity nor ambition, but arifes purely from 
a defire to advance, in my low fphere, the glo- 
ry of God and the benefit of mankind. And 
being animated with zeal for the caufe of truth, 
my aim is to render my readers truly pious. I ; 
know not how J fhall fucceed; that muft be 

left to the courteous reader ; but were I fure to 

gain one of a fcore, I would with pleafure re- 
new my labour, to write on the fame fubjeét. 
As the Being of a God has been, from the light 

of nature, vifible frame of the world, and the 

indelible impreffion on the mind of man, plainly 
difcovered by the learned in all ages; and the 

fame fairly demonftrated, more level to the ca- 

pacities of thofe who have not attained to the 
| ufe 
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ufe of the learned languages, by Dr. Tillotfon, 
Dr. Clarke, Mr. Woollafion, the Archbifhop of 

Cambray, and feveral others ; Atheifm is now fo 

over-powered, and fo put out of countenance, 
that it would be idle and needlefs in one of my 

fize, to infift farther on that fubjeét: But as 

there are ftill fome men, under the plaufble 
name of Free-thinkers, who queftion the im- 
mortality of the foul, and would willingly un- 

hinge all religion; it may not be an improper In- 
troduction to the following Treatife on the Sx- 

conp SicuT, to expofe the folly of thefe de- 

luded perfons, and affert the dignity of human 
nature, preferable to all other terreftrial creatures, 

with the reafonablenefs, and many advantages 
arifing from the belicf, that the foul of man is 
immortal. As man alone, of the feveral inha- 

bitants of this lower world, entertains the be- 

lief of a Deity, the immortality of the foul, a 
future ftate of rewards and punifhments, pays 
homage to his Creator, is obedient to parents 
and lawful magiftrates, and exerts himfelf to 

promote, in his ftation, the welfare of the com- 

munity he belongs to ; Can it be thought, much 
lefs afferted, that a Being endued with fuch fu- 
perior properties, fhould have no other pre-emi- 

nence after this life, than the brutes of the earth, 

who, for ought we know, have no knowledge, 
mor are in ‘the practice of thofe duties, fo bene. - 

‘ ficial 
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bea to, mankind, and. every individnal 2 > On 
the contrary, fhould thofe momentuous truths 

be exploded, as idle, impertinent, or ufelefs, 
What would enfue, but that every man might 
follow the dictates. of his own depraved will, 

break down all reftraint, open.a door to law- 
lefs- power, ambition, coyetoufnefs, rapine, mur- 

der, revenge, and, in a word, turn all to anars 
chy.and confufion, which. the noble faculty of 
reafon, was. wifely beftowed upon us. to guard a: 

gainft and prevent? The foul of man is towering, 
always on,wing, flies from pole to pole in a mo 

ment ; inclines to have its membry preferved. in 
this world, and, afpires-to. immortality, in the 

‘next; which fhews it to be different from the 

principle, whatever it is, that animates the 
brutes; as it is manifeft they have no fuch long- 

ings, or ambition: and therefore it is unreafon: - 
able to put them on the fame level with Sir J/aac 
Newton, or any other fhining genius, who have 

made fuch ufeful and exact obfervations in Na- 
tural Philofophy, Mathematics, and Aftronomy ; 
of which the beft horfe in England, Spain or 

Barbary, is utterly incapable, : : 
. Man confidered as he confifts of foul and 
body, . in his outward. and worft part, you shall 

find that tebe admirable, even to aftonifhment ; 

in refpect of which the Pfalmift cries out, * L 

“ am fearfully and wonderfully made! marvel- 
| “ lous 

* 
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“ Jous are thy works, and that my foul knoweth 
“ right well!” The frame of out body is fo 
curioufly wrought, and every part of it fo full 
of miracle, that Galen, otherwife not forward 
in the belief of a Deity, when he had’ anatomi- 
zed the human body, and carefully furveyed 
every part thereof, with their properties, 
ufes, fitne{s, and fymmetry of the whole, fell 
into a pang of devotion, and wrote a hymn to 
his Creator. But this domicilium corporis, tho’ 

it be a curiaus fabric, is nothing to the noble — 
inhabitant that dwells within it. How. does the 
glorious faculty of reafon and undeiftanding ex- 
alt us above all other earthly creatures? Fur- 
ther, when a perfon confiders this f{pacious: 
theatre of the earth, laid out and furnifhed with 

various ingredients for the reception and enter- 

tainment of man, the chief, and moft accom- 

plithed of all its inhabitants! and fees all the 

creatures made fubject to his fway and domini- 
on, part for his foodand cloathing, others for 

his delight and pleafure, the trees of the field 
producing fpontaneoufly delicious fruits to fatis- 
fy his thirft, and indulge his tafte and curiofity, 

enamelled meadows bringing up all forts of 
cherbs to charm and recreate his faney with 
the profpet of fuch beautiful landfkips, and 
while they regale his fenfes with their fragrancy, 
ferve him, in many cafes, with the beft and 

fafeft 
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fafeft phyfick: The bowels of his pedeftal fur- 
nifhing him with mines of gold and filver, coft- 
ly pearls and diamonds, both for ufe and orna- 
ment, the moft of which.are-ufelefs to and difre- 

warded by all other creatures: Cana perfon, 1! 
fay, confider'thefe peculiar privileges, and at 
‘the fame time not acknowledge this diftinguith- 
ing badge of the bounty of Heaven, beftowed 
‘On man alone, to.be a-fore-runner of .incompa- 

rably greater favours in another life? -Of all 
ithe creatures we are acquainted with, man.alone 
ftands erect: 
Pronaque cum fpe€lent animalia.cateraterram, 
Os homini fublimededit. -Ov1n. 

Being, by that pofture, enabled not only to have 
the Heavens in his view, with the daily and annual 

revolutions of thofe glorious fyftems above .us, 
which muft raife his admiration and excite shis 
devotion; but alfo feem .intended to keep him 

dn mind, how extenfive foever his power is.us 
/pon carth, that his origin is not from-himfelf, but 
from another infinitely more powerful, wife and 
Almighty Being, to whom, as his Lord and 

Mafter, he owes the tribute of his homage, and 
is accountable for his adminiftration; which 
other creatures are not, as they are tied‘to no 
-pofitive laws but what arife from natural infting, 

to propagate their kinds, nourifh and defend 
‘their .young ones: and yet, after this .plen- 

| » utiful 
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tiful ‘provifion made for man, | ‘of “what the 
earth ‘and fea can affoid, we find him diffi 

tisfied, and ftill itching after more. So true is 

it what Mr. Pope obferves. — - 
/ sins ie 

The mind unquiet and confin’d at home, 

Refts and expatiates in a life to come. . 

- Moreover, as man is confidered poffeffed 
of fo many temporal enjoyments, can we ima- 
gine his happinefs terminates only in the fruition 

of this tranfitory life, fince he confifts of foul and 
body ? Man is confeffedly poffeffed of fundry ex- 

cellencies beyond the fowls of the air, the fihes 

of the fea, and the beafts of the field, and by 

being endued with reafon,’ is remar kably diftin- 

guished from all other animals in the operations 

of his mind, fo that he-can will freely, judge, 
and reflect upon objects” patt, prefent, and to 
come: Now, is it reafonable or’ credible to fup- 
pofe, that his bountiful Creator, who has fitted - 

- hinagut in foch’a liberal way, making him Lord 
-of all the inferior creation, for his conveniency, 
ufe, atid pleafure, fhould intend no other bene- 
fit* for this particular favourite, but what muft 

arife from the gratification of his fenfes, which 
as often minifter to his grief and ‘difappoint- 
ment ; and then, after a life offout or five-Ieore 

_ of years, at moft, drops into his’ grave, without 
“any more of him than of an afs that perifheth, 

exhaulted with want and Jabour? The foul of 

tae ae 
x 
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man exifts after the diffolution of the body, or 
is immortal: If it is immaterial, as the lear- 

ned agree, it is indefcerpible, and therefore in- 
capable of being diffolved, or demolifhed, as 

bodies are. This is Socrates his argument 
in Plato, which Cicero interpets thus, “ Nec 

difcerpi, nec difirahij potef?; nec igitur inte- 
rire’’ If the foul could be material, which 

implies an abfurdity, that is, if there be any 
matter that might ‘be the caufe of thofe facul- 
fies of thinking, willing, dc. yet ftill, fince we 
cannot but be fenfible that all thefe are faculties 

of the felf-fame thing, and that all the feveral. 

atts of the mind are likewife aéts of the fame 

thing, each of them individually and truly one ; 
I fay, ‘fince it is fo, that matter muft be fo per- 
fectly united in itfelf, fo abfolutély one, as no 
matter of our acquaintance can be; then 

the leaft that «can. be granted, is, that it fhould 

be truly folid and not attually divifible, that is, 
fuch as no natural caufe could deftroy : They 
that can fancy that matter may come to live, 
think and act fpontaneoufly, by “being reduced 
under -certain -modifications, or’ being invefted - 

swith fuch a figure, or excited by a particular 
‘motion, thefe-would do well to difcover to us 

that degree of finenefs, that alteration in the fi- 
‘tuation of irs parts, at which matter may begin 
to find itfelf alive, and cogitative ; and what is 
the critical lucky minute that introduces thefe 

b important 
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important properties: If they do not this, nor. 
have their eye on any particular crifis, it is a 
fign they have no good reafon for what they 
fay. Befides all this, fince magnitude, figere 
and motion are but accidents of matter, not 

“matter ; and only fubftance is truly matter; and 
fince the fubftance of any one part of matter 
does not effentially differ from that of another ; 

if any matter can be by nature cogitative, all 

muft be fo: But this cannot be, as there is no. 

thing more certain, than the contrary; as equi- 
vocal, or fpontaneous generation has been long 

ago juftly exploded; the foul’s propagation. ex 
traduce, deferves no better reception, feeing mat- 

ter cannot be fuppofed, without the groffeft abfur- 
dity, to produce a fpiritual being, from any in- 
herent or intrinfic quality; therefore the foul 
of man is not propagated in either of thefe 
ways, but is evidently infpired by the immedi- 
ate power of GOD, in that manner which feem- 

ed fitteft to his infinite wifdom, beyond the 

reach of our limited underftanding to conceive, 
If the fouls of men are. mortal, the cafe of — 
‘brutes is much preferable to that of men: The 
pleafures of brutes, tho’ but fenfual, are more 

. fincere ; being palled or diminifhed by no confi- 
deration, they go wholly into them without 

check or reftraint ; they are void of cares, are 
under no apprehenfion of want for themfelves | 

or 
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or their offspring, are never fatigued with any 

kind of enquiry after knowledge, are not anxi- 

-ous about their future ftate, nor can be- difap- 

pointed in any hope or expectation; and, at lalt, 

fome fudden unforefeen blow brings them to 

their end, The boundlefs and inquifitive re- 
fearches after knowledge, are not the leaft argu- 

ment for the fpiritual nature of human fouls, 

and that they are aCtuated by a higher principle 

than’ mere matter and motion. Our minds 

naturally grafp at a kind of omnifciency, and, 

net content with the fpeculatior of this or that 

particular fcience, hont over the whole courfe 

-of nature, and are defirous to comprehend, tho’ 
unequal to their powers, whatever tranfactions 

have been in the world fince the birth of time. 

Thefe, and many more arguments that might 
be added, may ferve to convince any reafonable 

_man of the fpirituality of the foul; but if any 
_perfon wantonly reje&ts fo much evidence, I ap- 
peal to the teftimony of his own mind, as its 

operations are vaftly different from what are dif- 
-eovered from any fpecies of animals under 

‘whatever fize or modification, and fo be led on, 

by the confent of the learned, the many conclu- 
five arguments that are advanced, and, from the 
{trongeft of all, the internal convictions of his 

own mind, to believe that the foul of man is 

immortal. And if we add to all the arguments 
A b 2 already 
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already mentioned, that firm hope, that full af- 

furance of a bleffed immortality, exprefled by 
all the martyrs under heathen and chriftian per- 

_ fecution, efpecially under Dioclefian, which ani- 

mated them with intrepid refolution, joyfully to 
to give up their bodies to be burnt, and their 
flefh to be torn to pieces; and, on thefe melan- 

choly oceafions, to utter prophefies which were 
exactly fulfilled, according to the teftimony of 

feveral impartial writers; Is it poffible, that any 
candid free-thinker, not governed by invincible 
prejudice, can ferioufly reflect on thefe amazing 
topics, the mature refult of numbers, apparently 
divinely infpired, but that they muft at the fame 

time awaken his attention, {trike his imaginati- 

on, and fill his breaft with a full perfuafion, that 

the immediate power of GOD is manifefily con- 
cerned in all thefe communications, which, un- 

lefs he throws off the man, muft cherifh. hope, 

roufe and eftablifh his faith to believe, that the 

foul of man is fpicitual and immortal. I fhall 

finifh this preface with hints taken from Mr. 

Addison in the 2d Vol. of the Spectator, N°. 110, 
That learned, good and gieat- man, who did 
honour to his country, and to the republic of 

letters, after he had ridiculed, in his happy plea-. 
fant way, the credulity of weak minds, with 

re{fpect to ghotts and goblins, &c. he fubjoins as 

follows : 
« Art 
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“ Ar the fame time, I think a perfon who is 
thus terrified with the imagination of ghofts 
and f{re‘tres, much more reafonable than one, 
who, contrary to the reports of all hiftorians, 

facred and profane, ancient and modern, and 
to the traditions of allnations, thinks the ap- 

pearance of {pirits fabulous and groundlefs : 

could not I give myfelf up to this general 
teftimony of mankind, I fhould to the rela- 

tions of particular perfons who are now li- 
ving, and whom I cannot diftruft in other 
matters of faét. I might here add, that not 
only the hiftorians, to whom we may join | 
the poets, but likewife the philofophers of 

\ . d . . « 

antiquity, have favoured this opinion. Lu¢re- 

tius himfelf, though, by the courfe of his 
philofophy, he was obliged to maintain that 
the foul did not exift feparate from the body, 

makes no doubt of the reality of apparitions, 

and that men have often appeared after their 

death. This I think very remarkable; he 

was fo preffed with the matter of fact, which 

he could not have the confidence to deny, 

that he was foreed to account for it, by one 

of the moft abfurd unphilofophical. notions 
that ever was ftarted. He tells us, that the 

furfaces of all bodies are perpetually flying 

off from their refpeClive bodies, one after a- 
nother; and that thefe furfaces, or thin cafes 

b 3 ‘¢ that 
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“ that included each other, whilft they were 
« joined in the body, like the coats of an onion, 

'* are fometimes feeh entire, when they are fe- 

& parated from it ; by which means we often 
‘© behold the fiapes and fhadows of pérfons 
* who are either dead or abfent.” 

Tuis Spectator concludes with a ftory' out 
of Jofephus, which, as it fupports my do¢trine 
of dreams, I give the réader, but cannot’ bet- 
ter, or fo well exprefs it, as in his own words : 
“ Glaphyra, ‘the daughter of King Archilaus, 

“ after the death of her two firft husbands, (be- 
“ ing merried to a third, who was brother to 
“ her firft hufband, and fo paffionately in love 
‘¢ with her, that he turnedoff his former wife, to 

* make room for this marriage) had a very odd 

“‘ kind of dream. She fancied that fhe faw her 
“ firft hufband coming towards her, and that fhe 

““ embraced him with great tendernefs ; when, 
* in the micft of the pleafure which fhe expref- 

““ fed at the fight of him, he reproached her 
_ after the following manner ;” ‘Glaphyra, fays 
‘he, thou haft made good the old faying, That 
‘ women are not to be trufted. Was not I 
‘the hufband of thy virginity? Have I not 

‘ children by thee? How couldft thou forget our 
‘ loves, fo far as to enter into a fecond marri- 

“age, and after that into a third; nay, to take 
* for thy hufband a man who has fo fhamelefs- 

6 ly 
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‘ ly crept into the bed of his brother? How- 
‘ ever, for the fake of our paft loves, I thall 

© free thee from thy prefent reproach, and make 
‘ thee mine for ever.’ *Glaphyra told this dream 
“to feveral women of her acquaintance, and 
«< died foon after. {I thought this flory might 
““ not be impertinent in this place, wherein [ 

“ fpeak of thofe Kings: Befides, that the ex-- 
ample deferves to be taken notice of, as it 
“ contains a moft certain proof of the immor- 

“ tality of the foul, and of divine Providence. 

_« Tf any man thinks thefe fa¢ts incredible, let 

' him enjoy his~ opinion to himfelf; but let 
| ' & bim not endeavour to difturb the belief of o- 

~ thers, ‘who, by inftances of this nature, are 
© excited to the ftudy of virtue.” 

Acatn, No. III. The next fpeculation con- 
- tains a fhort fummary of arguments for the im-- 
mortality of the foul, but fo ftrong and ftri€lly 
conclufive, that impiety itfelf, with all the au- 

- xiliary arts it borrows from falfe philofophy, and 
fophifms, is not able to difprove it. This cou- 
fummate moralift next takes hold of a new hint, 

(which has not been opened or improved by o- 
thers) drawn from the perpetual progrefs of the 

foul to its perfection. This is a reflection with 
which he pleafes himfelf, and very much heigh- 

tens the relith of his readers; take it in his own 

words; “ How can it enter into the thoughts of 
“ man 
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‘man, that the foul, which is capable of fuch 
“‘immenfe perfections, and of receiving new 
“ improvements to all eternity, fhall fall away 
“into nothing, almoft as foon as it is created? 

‘“¢ Are fnch abilities made for no purpofe? A 
“‘ brute arrives at a point of perfection that he 
“can never pafs: .In a few years he has 
‘all the endowments he is capable of; and 

““ were he to live ten thoufand more, would be 

“ the fame thing he is at prefent. Were a hu- 
‘(man foul thus at a ftand in her accomplith- 

« ments, weré her faculties to be full blown, 

“‘ and incapable of further enlargements, I could 
« imagine it might fall away infenfibly, and drop 
“‘ at once into a ftate of annihilation: But can 
“ we believe a thinking being that is in a perpe- 

“ tual progrefs of improvements, and travelling 

‘ on from perfection to perfection, after having 
¢¢ juft looked abroad into the works of its Cre- 

‘¢ ator, and made a few difcoveries of his infinite 

“ goodnefs, wifdom, and power, mutt perifh at 
“ her firft fetting out, and in the very beginning 
«of her enquiries? A man, confidered in his 

“ prefent ftate, feems only fent into the world 

‘to propagate his kind: He provides himfelf 
“ with a fucceffor, and immediately quits his 

“¢ poft to make room for him ; 

—— Heres 
Haredem alterius, velut unda fuperyenit undam, 

‘He 
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“ He does not feem born to'enjoy life, but to 
“ deliver it down to others. This is not fur- 
** prizing to confider in animals, which are for- 
“ med for our ufe, and can finith their bufinefs 
“in a fhort life. The filk-worm, after having 

{pun her tafk, lays her eggs and dies. Buta 
man can never have taken in his full meafure 
of knowledge, has not time to fubdue his paf- 
fions, cftablifh bis foul in virtue, and come up 
to the perfeétion of his nature, before he is 

“ hurried off the ftage: Would an infinitely wife 

“ Being make fuch glorious creatures for fo 
*‘ mean a purpofe? Can he delight in the pro- 
«« duction of fuch abortive intelligences, fuch 
“ fhort-lived reafonable beings? Would he give 
us talents that are not to be exerted? Capa- 

cities that are never to be gratified? How can 
we find that wildom, which fhines thro’ all 

his works in. the formation of man, without 

« looking on this world as only a nurfery for the 
“ next, and believing that the feveral generati- 
“ ons of rational creatures, which rife up and 

“ difappear in fuch quick fucceffion, are only to 

‘“¢ receive their firftrudiments of exiftence here; 

“and afterwards to be tranfplanted into a more 

« friendly climate, where they may fpread and 

“ flourifh to all eternity?) There is not, in my 

“ opinion, a more pleafing and trinmphant con- , 
“ fideration in religion, than this of the perpe- 

* tual 
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“< tual progrefs which the foul makes towards the 
“¢ perfection of its nature, without ever arriving 
*‘ at a period in it. To look upon the foul as 
*“ going on from ftrength to ftreagth, to confi- 

der that fhe is to fhine for ever with new ac- 
“ ceflfions of glory, and brighten to all eternity; 
“ that the will be ftilladding virtue to virtue, and 

as knowledge to knowledge; carries in it fome- 

“ thihg wonderfully agreeable to that ambition 
“ which is natural to the mind cf man. Nay, 

it muft be-a profpect pleafing to God himfelf, 
“‘ to fee his creation for ever beautifying in his 
“ eyes, and drawing nearer to him, by greater 

“ degrees of refemblance.. Methinks this fingle 
-“ confideration, of the progrefs of a finite fpirit 
“ to perfection, will be fufficient to extinguith all 

«envy in inferior natures, and all contempt in’ 

_ fuperior, That cherubim, which now appears 

a3 a God:to a human foul, knows very well 
‘‘ that the period will come about in eternity,. 
« when the human foul fhall be as perfect as he 
“ himfelf now is: Nay,. when fhe fhall look. 

_« down upon that degree of perfeétion,.as much 
‘as fhe now falls fhort of it. It is true, the: 

_« higher nature ftill advances, and by that means. 
“ preferves his diftance and fuperiority in the 
‘* {cale of beings; but he knows how high foever: 
“ the ftation is, of which he ftands poffeffed at 
“ prefent, the infertor nature will at length 

: ** mount: 



Tne P R EF A C'E xvii 

mount up to it, and fhine forth in the fame 

‘“‘ degree of glory. With what aftonifhment and 
veneration may we look into our own fouls, 

‘¢ where there are fuch hidden ftores of virtue 
“ and knowledge, {uch inexhaufted fources of 
“ perfection? We know not yet what we fhall 
‘** be, nor will it ever euter into the heart of man 

‘“ to coneeive the glory that wis He always in 
« referve for him. 

“ Tue foul, confidered with its Creator, is like 
“ one of thofe mathematical lines, that may 

“ draw nearer'to another for all eternity, with- 

« out a/poffibility of touching it: And can there 

“ be a thought fo tranfporting, as to confider 

 ourfelves in thefe perpetual approaches to him, 
« whois not only the ftandard of perfeétion, but 
“ of happinels : A : 

It is very poffible, a perfon of weak intellects, 

may turn fuperftitious, by a ftudious and too 
eager attention to Revelation, by Dreams, Se- 

cond Sight, and other kinds of Divination: Gots 
in my opinion, (with which the great Mr. Addi- 
fon; and-other devout men, agree) it is in- 

comparably better to give way to’ fuch thoughts, 

as they fettle in the mind an awful fenfe- 

of \the effentials: of religion, and the duties 

required of us, than, with deifts and free- 

thinkers, tohave none at all, which opens the 

| door wide to infidelity, and thofe errors in fpe- 
culation 
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culation aind practice, that are repugnant to re- 

ceived principles, facred and profane, and un- 
happily adopted, in every age, under the fpeci- 

- ons vail of Free-thinking. To conclude this 
long Preface, I am perfuaded the hypothefis I 
Lave chofen, will not only very much ruffle the 

contemptible race of mortals, who affume to _ 

themfelves the boafted privilege of free-thinking, 
of whom there is no great hopes; but will alfo 
be againft the vitiated tafte of the gay and youth- 

ful, who, having fwallowed large draughts of the 
enchanting pleafures of fin, are not yet in the © 
humour to be weaned from their favourite cri. 

minal purfuits, tho’ at the hazard of lofing infi- 
nitely more than they gain: But as the latter 

may not have declared themfelves of the fame 

kidney with abandoned latitudinarians, there is 

{till good hopes, when Paffion fubfides with in- | 
creafing years, and Reafon gains her fovereign- 
ty, they will open their eyes to read, and con- © 

fider what is meant; and, by the blefling of Gop, 

may be a help, while they are in the body, to . 

make peace with their Creator, before the cur- 
tain be drawn, and they launch cut into the 
world of fpirits. | 

There is, (1 am -afraid), more ill-nature in . 

-mankind, than of charity, efpecially in thofe 

who fet up for critics, which pcfibly may. dif 
pofe fome who bear no gcod-will to my hype. 

_ thes 
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thefis, to reprefent me for avain conceited per- 

fon, open to the incenfe of applaufe; for no o- 

ther reafon I. know, than that I caufed print, 

at the end of this Treatife, fome letters, which 
-poffibly were never intended to be publifhed. 
This leads me, in the firft place, to acknowledge 

my want of delicacy in that refpect, and fubmit ~ 

myfelf to the cenfure of the ingenious Authors of - 

thefe {pirited Letters, for prefuming to bring 

them to light, without their licence: And in the 

next, as my {rue motives and defigns are beft 

known to my own breaft, I will not, in juftice 

to myfelf and others, offer ‘to'conceal, That if 

my collection, how careful foever I went about. 

it, were ftript of all the affiftance I borrowed 

from other good authors, its merit, fuch as it is, 

would be much diminifhed, and far removed 

from what might flatter the vanity of any per- 
fon poffeft of tolerable judgment. But if thefe 
Letters contain plaufible objections againft the Se. 

cond Sight, &c. with my anfwers to take away 

the ftrength of what is urged ; is it idle, imper- 

tinent, or even unentertaining, to expofe both 

to the public, in the fimple and genuine drefs 

they firft appeared, that the Reader may have 

the means, eafily and fairly, to -diftinguith 

which of the opinions is moft conclufive ? 

It is to be hoped, the candid Reader will ex- 

eufe the frequent repetitions that are to be met 

on with 
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with in the reafonings and arguments, for the 
fubject of the following Treatife, efpecially what 
is levelled at Atheifts, Deifts, and Free-Think- 

ers, who are often treated without the ceremo- 

ny that may be due to their rank: As it is the 
chief object of the Author’s intention to hum- 
ble that race of men, and to caft light on the 
immortality of the foul; his zeal in purfuing 
that defign, may have betrayed him to commit 

tautologies, which he expects may be forgiven, 
as he does not pretend to vye in correctnefs, with 
Authors who have obliged mankind with more 
elaborate performances, | 
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Dreams, ApPARITIONS, &cy 
» 

Bane eal 

7 HAT gave occafion to meat firft, to turn 

my thoughts to write on the following iub- 

ject, «was, That having, fome time ago, had the 

pleafure of a converfation with fome wite and lear- 

ned gentlemen, clergymen and others, as our Dif- 
courfe then turned moftly upon the Seconp Sicur, 

‘remember, they wanted that I fhould commit my 
- thoughts to paper on that difputable fubje@: And 

tho’ I muft be fenfible of the narrownefs of my ge- 
 mius, and {mall ftock of philofophical attainments, 

_to handle a point fo nearly allied to what has been 

contraverted by fome of the learned in all ages; 

and efpecially by the modern deifts and free-think- 

rs: Yet as the teftimony of fa@s (of which I am 
not unprovided), convey more certainty, to fatisfy 
and eo paIe the mind, than a thoufand refined {pe- 

A culations ; 
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culations; I have, to comply with their expectations, 
and the importunity of fome friends, inferted here 
a number of inftances, délivered to me by men of 
known veracity, who had no intereft or defign te 

falfify or difguife the truth of their narration: And 

which may ferve to convince all perfons, who are 

mot mere fcepticks, or do not want mathematical 
-demonfiration, that.the Second Sight, (by whate- 

‘ver agency it is carryed on), his obtained credit a- © 
mong all ranks of people, in thele weitern iflands 

of Scetland, and continent adjacent, from very 

early times down to the prefent. I begin witha 

relation one of thofe notable Seers made to mytfelf 
on her death-bed. 

J, CuristT14N MacCasxivt, defpairing to recover 

of a long ficknefs, begged 1 thould come to iee her; 

with which having complied, and finding by vifible 

fymptoms, fhe could not draw mnch time ; after I 

had put herin mind of her approaching end, enqui- - 

red if fhe faw the Seconp SiGuT, (as was com- 

monly recor le fhe anfwered, Very oft, but not 

etl any fatisfaction. 1 then alked what age the 

might be of the firft time fhe arrived.at that know- 

ledge? She anfwered feventeen years or thereby ; 

and that then coming, in the dufk of the evening, 

to a tenant’s houfe in Borradale, and fitting by the 

fire-fide, fhe faw one Kenneth Macla/kill, who lived 

at a little diltance, having a fheep belonging to 

herielf, (which the had ieen that day ), bound on 

abe other fide-of the fire, and a knife in his hand 
: cutting 
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cutting her throat, the blood running in a plate for 
that purpofe; and then the fcene difappeared: U- 

pon which fhe made all the hafte fhe could to his 

houfe, and, finding the door fhut, forced’ it open, 

when lo! fhe found the thief in the’ fany, challen- 

ged her mark on-the fheep, and then went off; but 

the thief: following- her;. fhe: became’ afraid it 

was with intention to: murder her ; which inltead 

of attempting, he gave-her three or fourells of new 

linen,.which he {aid was price.enough for her fheep, 

and then ftrongly recommended to her to keep the 

wholé.a-fecret, From this confeffion | took occafion 
to exhort her, ‘by a firm faith and earne(t prayer, to 

endeavour.to get a fight of her Saviour and Redee- 

mer... 

H.CurisT1an MacKinnow,a woman of good re- 
port, declared to me, that being then ferving Wil- 

iam Matthi‘on (in my neighbourhood), and coming 
home at night, fhe faw her mafter in a winding- 

fheet, Jaid on a bed clofe to the fire-fide, with a 

piece linen from under his chin tied to the crown 

of hishead; all which fhe told his daughter that 
night, who was then ayoung girl in the houfe, In 

afew weeks he fickened, but lay in a back-houfe tilt 

the Jaft night of his life, when he defired to be re- 
moved to the bed at the fire-fide, where he expired 
with all the circumftances above related. 

lit. Mr. Joun MacLean, late minifter in Mu//, as 
‘e.was walkingin the fields, faw his daughter (who 

A‘2 was 
ie <3 
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was then abfent at Turlaifes ha eecang his health 

_ her_head mufled with linen; he followed at her heels, 

(as he thought), and afking his domeftics if they; 

had on a good fire, ashe was fure his daughter, 

wanted much to be warmed? they all. denied to have 

feen her; which paffed for that time: But, in eight, 
days creates: the girl returned _mufiled, as. feen, 

by her father, and in a few days fevered, of which. 
fhe died. 

IV. Ancus CAMPBELL, late tackfman of Ean fay in 

Harris,a perfon of remarkable candour and probity, 

related, That, in a fair fun-fhining day, -he faw a. 

little fleet, confilling of nine veflels, with an eafy, 

leading gale, coming, under fail, to a place called 

Corminifh, oppofite to his houfe, where they dropt 

their anchors, having their long boats after them, 

and the crew of each walking the decks; and that 

his children and feverals of his domefticks took parti- 

cular notice of a large floop among. them: As the 

place where they moored in| was nota. fafe harbour, 

nor that Sound a frequented paflage to the. weftern 

ocean, he difpatched an expreis to his fervants, who 

were at agood diftance about their labouring, with 

a view to fend a boat to thofe fhips, either to bring 

them to a fafe harbour, or to pilot them out.to fea, 

as they chufed; and, after his fervants. came up,. | 

all of them faw the veffels, as formerly defcribed ; 

but while they were deliberating what to do, the 

fcene difappeared gradually. In two years there- 

after, the fame number of thips, the remarkable 

- floop 

ee 
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floop being among them, came and dropt anchor 

_at Corminifb, which was attended with all the cir- 

cumftances above related, according as Ean/fay told 

the whole to Mr. Kenneth MacAulay prefent minifer 

of the Harries, feom/whom Uhad this relation; and 

who fays there are feverals {till living witneffes of the 

above reprefentation and its accomplifhment. 

V. Joun Campseut, fon to the faid /xgus, now 

_tackfman of Zan ay, told me he had feen two fhips, 

caiton the fhore of the north-weft fide of the ifland, 

he himfelf bemg on an eminence clofe to the fhore; 

and that on the fudden both vanifhed from his fight: 
But was literally fullfilled at the fame time, the firft 

Second Sight, (feen by his father), had its completi- 
on; there being two of the fleet before-mentioned, 

- wrecked in the individual place, as he had feen 

them by the Second Sight. 

‘VI, On the twelfth of November.at even,1755,Lt. 

Keith, Lieut. Habden, with feveral others of the 

country gentlemen, went from the caltle of Dun- 

vegan, to the change-houfe of that place, where 
_ they diverted themfelves for fome time, with a mo- 

derate glafs of wine; and as they were to return to 

the caftle, all on the fudden, Mr. Keith dropt in 
his chair, with all the fymptoms of death: The 
company fufpecing him only in a trance, employ- 

ed in vain all the ordinary means for his recovery. 

Fohn Martine the change-keeper, whofe office o- 

bliged him to give clofe attendance, imagined to 

: have feen him fall dead in his chair, about three 

A3 | hours 
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hours before he expired. Which he told me, as. 
well as feveral others; and that this was the firlt 
time he had the Second Sight. The faid night, 

Donald MacLeod merchant in Feorlig,. being of the. 

fame company, faw the faid Mr. Keith fhrunk to- 

the bignefs of a yuong boy, andin the twinkling of’ 
an eye, refume his former fize, and pofture; which: 

he told me once and again: And that both he and. 

Fobn Mar tin, are {till willing: to make oath to the: 

premies. : 

VII.Joun MacLeop tackfmanof Feorlig, informed’ 
me, That as he and a fervant were employed about 

their labouring, they faw the deceaft Mr. Fohn Mae- 
Leod, late minifter of Diurinijh, pafling by ; and 
having followed him a piece on his way, after they 
returned to their work, he enquired of his fervant, 
if he obferved any remarkable circumftance about 

the minifter? who anfwered he did, and that he 
feemed to him, to dwindle away to the bignefs of a 
boy of fix or feven years old, and then recover his 
former fize: Which my informer having likewife ob- 
ferved, moved him to put the queftion to his fer- 

vant. The minifter fome fhort time thereafter fic- 

kened, of which he died. And Iam told, that this 

kind of the Second Sight, is commonly the fure fore- 
ranner of approaching death. 

‘Vili, EypHemra Beaton, an honett, fenfible mar- 

ried woman, relates, That, when a girl, and living 

with her fitter the miftrefs of Feor/iz, the rofe early in 

2 
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_ a morning, to make-corn ready for grinding; and 

having brought with her.a.woman fervant, famous 

for the. Second Sight,.as they came. to the corn- 

yard, (which.is.clofe.to the high-way),. the fervant 

- defired her to keep.to.a fide, as there was a {mall | 

gathering, with a corps on a. bier pafling by; fhe 
~ replied that fhe apprehended no. danger, as fhe 

had no faith-in fuch predi¢tions; the Scer faid, what 

fhe had told would foon come to pafs; and that her 
mother-and feveral others fhe named, would follow 

the bier, with diitinguifhing marks of the tartan 

plaid that lay over the corps. Ina few days there- 
after, a young man of the neighbourhood was 
downed accidentally ; the day before the interment, 

his body was ¢arried clofe to the corn-yard, follow- 

ed by the perfons foretold, and attended with all the 

circumftances above related. 

IX.Caprain MacDonatp of Cafletown, (allow- 

ed by all his acquaintance to be a perfon of con- 
fummate integrity), informed me, That a Kxoydart- 

man (being on board of a veffel at anchor in the 
Sound of the ifland Oran/ay), went under night outof 

the cabbin to deck, and being miffed by his com- 

pany, fome of them went to ca!] him down; but not 

finding him, concluded he had dropt from the 

fhip’s fide; when day came on, they got a Jong line 

furnifhed with hooks, (from a tenant’s houfe clofe 

by the fhore), which having calt from the fhip’s 

fide, fome of the hooks got hold of his cloaths, fo 

that they got the corps taken up. The owner of 
’ the 
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the long Iine told Captain MacDonald, that for a 

quarter of a year before that accident happened, he ~ 

himfelf and his domefticks, on every calm night, 

would hear lamentable cries at the fhore where the 

corps was landed; and not only fo, but the long 

lines that took up the corps, being hung on a pin 

in his houfe, all of them would hear an odd gin- 

gling of the hooks before and after going to bed, 

and that without any perfon, dog or cat, touching 

them; and at other times, with fire light, fee the - 

long lines covered over with lucid globules, fuch 

as are feen drop from oars rowing under night, 

XX. BARBARA MAcPuHERSON, relict of the deceaft 

Mr. Alexander MacLeod, late minifter of St. Kilda, 

‘ informed me, the natives of that ifland have a par- 

‘ticular kind of the Second Sight, which is al- 

ways a fore-runner of their approaching end. 

Some months before they ficken, they are haunted 

with an apparition refemblin g themielves in all re- 

{peéts, as to their perfon, features or cloathing : 

This image (feemingly animated), walks with 

them in the ficlds, in broad day-light; and if they 

are employed in delving, harrowing, feed-fowing, 

or any other occupation, they are at the fame time 

mimicked by this zhoftly vifitant. My informer ad- 
ded further, that having vifited a fick perfon of the 

inhabitants, fhe had the curiofity to enquire of him, 
if at any time he had feen any refemblance of him- 

~felf, as above defcribed? he anfwered in the affir- 

-Mative, and told her, that to make further trial, as: 

. he | 
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. he was s going out of his houfe on a, morning, he put . 
on ftraw- rope garters, inftead of thofe he Taenerts . 
ufed, and having gone to the fields, his other felf 

appearcd i in ich gar ters, 4 he conelufion was, the 

fick man died’ of that ailment ; and fhe’ no ‘longer ~ 

queltioned the trath of thofe remarkable Biers. 

XI, Mr. Anis so N, a per fon no lefs, curious than 

poifeffed of trict. good morals, relates, from his own 

knowledge, That when he was fchool- mafter. at _ 

Strontian, im June 1755, his daughter, grand-— 

daughter, another gentlewoman and fervant, tra. 

velling fromStroztian, and were to be in company as 

far as near the current of. drdgower; that when they 

came in fight of the river of Sallachan, Re beccah 

Miclainan, of their number, (a girl of fixtecn 

years of age), obferved, at fome diftance, on the 

other fide of faid river, a perfon covered with a 

loofe light coloured garb, refembling a fhroud, ap- _ 

proaching to the water- fide, and. that at the very 

ford that her.aunt and fhe were to crofs, of which 

having told her fellow travellers, all of them faw the | 

apparition, which moved forward and backward a- 

bout the bank of the river among ferns; as they 

_ drew near. the river, ‘fo did the phantom, and va- 

nifhed from their fight on the {pot oppofite to the 

- ford which they entered to crofs the water. After 
they had paffed the depth of the river, and were 
near the other fide, both were carried off their feet, 

and the faid Rebeccah was drowned, notwithitan-_ 

cing all her aunt could do to prevent it. Another 
remarka le 
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remarkable circumftance on this occaGon is, that a 

widow woman in Sa/lachan, about an Your before 

the fatal event happened, faw in the fea (the very 2 

place where the corpfe was taken up), an unufual 

agitation and bubbling on the furface, followed by 
arifing of the water to a confiderable height, re- 
fembling the form of a pyramid, which the faid wi- 

.,, dow woman believed to be a ihoal of falmon fith, 

and blamed the fifhers that they did not fhoot their 

nets there ; but no fith being caught at that place 

for fome time before or after, pave ground to con-— 

jecture, that the uncommon rifing of the water por-. 

tended what after happened, | 

MIN. Joun Tromson joiner, an honeft difcreet 

_ jyoung man, informed me,That, when heferved ap- 

_» prentice to Mr. Jobs Chambers {quare wright in the. 

town. of Pzi/fie, and for fome time thereafter when. 
a journeyman with him, he had frequently told, 

him, before they had a eall'to work at a coffin, that 
they were foon to be fo employed, and often, in. 

‘twenty-four hours after he acquainted him with his — 

obfervation, it happened accordingly. . 

XIN. Pararcn MacCasxiut, an honeft farmer of 

diftinguifhed good morals among his: neighbours, . 

informed me, That, when he was a young man li- 

ving with his fatherin Verka/fzic, upon a certain . 

day, as he was left in the houfe alone, he heard: 

very audibly, asif it had been at no great diitance, 

the. noe of. a. wright fawing timber, and hewing © 

with ; 
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with an adzve, which he could diftinguifh : froma: 

hatchet ; whereupon he left the houfe, ‘to find who 
“was fo employed ; ‘but obferving no perfon, he re- } 

‘turned ‘again to the hou&, and ‘had no fooner ta- 

‘ken his feat than he ‘heard the fame noife, {> that 

he went out the fecond time, without being able to 

fatisfy himfelf of the noife; the day being fair, he 
ftaid out a Jong time, ftill in hopes to difcover the 

noife, but without fucceeding, and then returned 

to the houfe; which he had no fooner entered, than 

he heard the noifeas formerly; ‘and now having 
Sone out a third time, ‘he went'to a cottage hard 

by, in cafe the wright he -had ‘heard had ‘gone in 

thither, but found no perfon except an old woman 

in bed, who that night was feized witha violent fit 

of ficknefs, of which fhe died before day, and a 

wright bemg called for to make her coffin, the ‘de- 

clarant, as he fat in his father’s houfe, heard him 

really at work,.as he had the preceding day in ima- 

‘gination. 

XIV, Marcarer Morrso'n, a widow of good re- 

pute, relates from what was ‘told her by her tather, 

that a knot of four women beimg at fupper in his 

houfe, and having fith fet before them im a kneading 
trough, oneo! them, named Greadach Munroa nota- 

‘ble Seer, rofe on the fudden and threw up her meat; 
_ ‘being enquired about her ailment, fhe told them, 

- that foon after they began to eat of the fifh, fhe 
. faw a little corps flretched over the trough in his 
_ awinding theet, which difappeared inthe twinkling of 

- 
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aneye, upon ne fhe turned fickifh, fo as fhe had 

no {ftomach to partake further of what remained of 

the fifh: In a few days thereafter, Donald Chi/bolm, 

then tenant in Glendale, going with a child to be 

baptized at Ki//muir, and night coming on im his 

return, as he came to Dottor Morifon’s ure took 

up his quarters there that night, where the child 

died before day of a fadden ailment, His father 

having no timber for his coffin, Doétor Morifon 

gave him the faid trough, ‘(not having heard then 
of the Second Sight about it), which, with a lit- 

tle help of more boards, ferved for the pur pole; and 

to verify a prediction by the Second Sight, which 
happened but cight or ten days before the comple- 

tion. 

XV. Curistian MacDonaxp relates, That when 

{he lived with her aunt at Uini/h, being then be- 

tween ten and twelve years of age, as fhe ,was co- 

ming out of the houle, in the dufk of the evening, 

fhe faw at the door a gathering of people about a 

cofin, which fo ftartled her, that fhe returned to 

the houfe, clapping her hands with great cries, and 

told the company within what fhe had feen. About 
_a.quarter of a year thereafter, her aunt fickened, i 

of which fhe died, and then the declarant had the _ 
opportunity really to fee the fcene which before had 

put her into fo much fright and confufion, © : 

XVI. Major Donaup MacLeon,who had been an 

officer in the Dutcd fervice, having vifited Rederick : 

: ' MacLeod 
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MacLeod of Hammer, who went along with him 

-— povilit William MacLeod of Waterfteine, where ha- 

ving pafled moft of the day, as they were on their 
way to return towards the evening, an old woman 

that lived in a cottage clofe to the road they pafled 

by, had a view of them; and having met Water- _ 

 freine ashe came back from giving the convoy, 

enquired who was’ he that pafled by with him and 
his brother? He told her it was a Dutch officer; 

upon which fhé faid, they would never fee him a- 

gain, as fhe faw him fhrouded up in his winding- 

fheet, to ‘the crown of his héad; which fhe djaid was 

a fure fign of ‘his approaching end. The Major 

foon thereafter went fouth, and*waiting for a fhip 

at Leith, to tranfport.himfelf and recruits to Ho/- 

dand, was feized with a fever, of which he- died. 

I had ‘this relation from Waterfleine himfelf, who 

“was a perfon of spin ter econeiag veracity, and 're- 

smarkably pious. 

XVII. The Lapy Coxt, happy in a pious edu- 

«cation, and fince in the practice of untainted vir- 

stue, informed me, That fhe heard at different 

stimes, in a clofet adjoining to her bed-chamber, a 
great noife as if the wall was fallen, which fo alar- 

«med her, that fhe went in direétly into the faid clo- 

fet, and examined every thing about it, which fhe 

was furprifed to find in the fame order fhe had left 
them: ‘In.a few days, a perfon died in her ncigh- 
bourhood, and fome articles for his fowe and coffin 

were taken: out of that clofet ; ‘after which no more 

2B noife 
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noife was heard therein. It is very ‘frequently ob- 

ferved, that. the articles employed for a fowe and 
coffin, are fo haunted, as to make.a noife for fome 

time before they are put in ufe; according to many 

atteltations. 

XVIH, The Lapy Gout, above mentioned, like- 
wife informed me, That one MacLean of Knock, an 

elderly reputable gentleman, living on their eftate, 

as he walked in the fields before fun-fet, he fawa 

neighbouring perfon, who had been fick of a long 

time, coming that way; accompanied with another 

man; and, as they.drew nearer, he afked them fome 

gueitions, and how far they intended to go? The 
firft anfivered, they were to travel forward to a vil- 
lage he named, and then purfued his journey with 

amore than ordinary pace: Next day early in the 

morning, he was invited to his neighbour’s inter- 

ment, which furprized him much, as he had feen 
and fpoke with ‘him the evening before; but was 

told by the meffenger that came for him, the de- 
ceafed perfon had been confined to his bed for feven 
weeks, and that he departed this life-a ‘little before 

fun-fet, much about the time he faw him in a Vifion 
-the preceeding day. . 

XIX. Evan MacSwten,. a perfon-of uncommon 
‘probity, informed me, That Murdoch Campbell ha-. 

ving flitted to his lands, but as he had no houfe to 

accommodate this new tenant, he with his own afi 

‘tance, began to repair an old wall for his.dwelling ; 

and 
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aad as they were fo.employed, one of the work- 
men who had been a Seer, appeared to faint away, 

upon which he- called for a drink of cold water ; 
which having got, he. foon recovered ; and being 

afked by my informer, if he had feen any thing to 

bring on that alteration? Said he had feen a corps 

within the wall they were repairing, and named the 

fpot where it lay; however the.work went on, and 

the faid /Murdsch continued therein for five years : 

About a: year after Murdoch left it, Evan’s tather 

being fick for fome time, requeited his fen to rear 

up that apartment for him, as being more retired 

from noife; which was.accordingly done; and ina 
quarter of a year thereafter, expired in my infor- 
mer’s arms; who thereupon remembered it was in 

that individual fpot pointed out by the Seer, above 

fix years before it was accomplifhed, 

XK. The fame: gentleman. relates, that Mary 

Niawn) Jainn, an old» woman,. travelling from 

Warkafaig to Idrikill, faw, with broad day- light, a 

company of men. meeting her on the fhore of 

Warkafaig, carrying a. corps; among whom fhe 

diftinguithed Foh2 MacQueen, Duncan MacSween, 

and my infermer, with their feveral flations, and 

not only fo,. but defcribed t].e tartan plaid that o- 

verlaid the coffin, and the part it came from: All 

which was accomplifhed fix days thereafter, a girl 

being drowned accedentally at Idrikill, and was car- 
ried ta: cher interment, ‘by the fame thore, the. per- 

} fons 

iy B2 
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fons above-named affiftine, and feveral others, on 

that occafion. + Led On ; 

. XXIL Donatp MacKinnon, ani honeft-man,-re- 

fiding in Glendale, informed me, that when living’ 

in South-Uif??, he had’ a fervant woman’ remarka+ 

ble for the Second Sight; who, upon a night as the 

grinding at the quiern, faw'a corps -ftretched to a 

loofe dale in the partition, im his. -winding-fheet, 

which only came down to his knees; this fhe immedi- 

ately told publickly to all that were prefent; fhe had 

the fame reprefentation twice-or- thrice’ thereafter, 

which made the wife of the houfe. apprehenfive it 

concerned her’felf, or fome of her children: Inia 

fhort: time thereafter, one Fohn. MacKinnon a 
neighbouring tenant, fickned, of which he foon 

died; Fohn. Oag MacKinnon, brother. to the de- 

funé, who had the charge to provide for his inter- 

ment, applied to the declarant for timber to make: 

his coffin, who gave him the dale to which the faid 

Seer had feen a corps ftretched, at four different 

times; and as they could'get no linen for.a wind: 
ing fheet, the faid John Oag was obliged to make 
ufe of one of his ewn wearing fhirts, which when 
it was. put on the corps, reached but to his knees; 

thereby fulfilling the Second Sight in. all. its cireum- 

itances. | | 

XXII, About fixty years ago, there wasa fingular- 

inftance of the Second Sight feen at Groul inMini- 
nifh; the pofleflor then of that tack, with a fair 

| day, 
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day, walked in the fields for his recreation, and as 
he was a man advanced in years, being fomewhat 

tired with his exercife, repofed himfelf on the 

banks of -a rivulet clofe to the common road, which 

afforded him an agreeable profpect ; foon after he 

had fat down, obferved a perfon coming that way, 

who had been his acquaintance, and whom he in- 

vited to reft, as he had done in that agreeable foli- 
tude: In a little time his companion difcovered 
himfelf to be a Seer of the Second Sight, by infor- 
ming Grou/, that a {mall company with a corps ona 

bier, were juft then coming the way that leads from . 

Breattle, to the church-yard, which was in their - 

fight, and about to crofs the river that. runs . 

through the glen; and that, at the fame-time,.he - 

perceived a numerous gathering coming in at the 

other end of the glen, from Harport; which the . 

firt gathering having alfo. obferved,. (as he 

thought), laid down the bier, and made .the beft 

of their way to jointhe snultitude, whom they fol- 
lowed, untill they camewppofite to the place where | 

they left the bier, to which they returned with a 

fupply of men to help them; upon which both the 
corps were. carried with eafe to the church-yard 
and interred. In fome {hort time thereafter, Grou/ 

- faw from his own houfe, two gatherings with corps 

coming the different roads, and in the fame cir- 

eumftances as already defcribed. I had this relation 
from Alexander MacLeod, prefent catechift in Sky 

. pe Litiichaein had it from an old ground-officer in 
bie watt rise dl oe 

£ : 

ae 
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Minini/h, who lived in the parith cotemporary — 

with the faéts related. 

XXIII, Frorence MacLeop, fpoufe to the 

prefent minifter of St. Ki/da, informed me lately, 

that her mother Elizabeth MacLeod, a gentlewo- 

man diftinguifhed from feverals for piety and good 

morals, having come out of her houfe at Pabbay 

sn the Harris, with a clear moon fhining night, 

and having fat down to enjoy the pleafure of a calm 

ferene air, and the beautiful profpect of a glitter- 

ing ftarry Grmament, both of them obferved a do-/ 

meftic girl, who had. been a native of St Kilda 

~ (they had left in the houfe), ifuing from it, co- 

vered over with a fhroud of a darkifh colour, and 

falking a-crofs the diftance betwixt them and the 

houfe, as if fhe intended to frighten them, and_af- 

ter continuing in this manner for fome time, difap> 

_ peared, Upon their return to the houfe, the faid 

Elizabeth challenged the girl for her: frolick, who 

affirmed, with many afleverations, fhe had not left 

the houfe allthe time her miftrefs and daughter 

were abfent; to which the other fervants gave  tef- 

timony. © in fome fhort time thereafter, the, fame 

girl died of a fever, and as there was no linen in the 

place but what was unbleached, it was made uf 

of for her fowe, which anfwered the reprefentation 

exhibited to her miftrefs and the declarant, as a- 

bove. re 
PY? moe: 

XXIV. KaruARe MacLean, a girl living in 
Waterni/b, 
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Waternifh, about fifteen’ years of age, faw fre- 

quently laft harveft, 1758, a corps in its winding- 

fheet, ftretched toa dale that ftood in a partition of 

the houfe fhe livedin, when all the family. were. in 

perfe& health : In the beginning of winter, imme- 

diately following, her Grand-Pappa fickened, but 
had fome intermiffions ; about the middle of De- 

cember he relapfed, fo that he was watched at nights 

‘and the young Waternifian Sybil having gone for 
her aunt, to attend the fick perfon that night, told 

her, 'as they were on their way to the » houfe, 

ihe was fure he would not outlive his diftemper, as 

fhehad feen a corps often ftretched to a Cale in their 

houfe: It happened as fhe foretold, and the dale. 

which he was feen to haunt, was employed for one 

‘to his coffin, 

KXV. JoHN CampBety younger of Ardfignifh, 
in Ardnamorchuann, im the year 1729, returning 

home with Duncan Campbell his brother, fince de- 

ceafed, as they drew near the houfe, in a plain fur- 

rounded with bufhes of wood, where they intended 

to difcharge their fufees at a mark, obferved a 

young girl, whom they knew to be one of their do- 

meitics, crofling the plain, and having called her 

by name, fhe did not anfwer, but run into the thic- 

ket. As the two brothers had been fome days 

from home, and willing to know what happened 

in their abfence, the youngelt, John, purfued after, 

but could not find her. . Immediately, as they ar- 

rived at home, having acquainted their. mother, 
EP tod } they, . 
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they faw the faid girl; and called after her, but fhea-' 
voided their fearch, and would not {peak tothem: 

Upon which they were told, fhe departed this life 

that fame day, Ihad this relation from Fames- 
Campbell in Girgadale, a young man of known” 

modelty and candour ; who had the ftory at feve- 

ral times from the faid Fohn Campbell. 

XXVI. Having frequently had occafion to converfe 
with the late Reverend Mr. Dexzald MacLeod, mini- 

iter of the gofpel, anent the Second Sight, I could not, 

with allmy philofophy, the force of my arguments, or 

~ from any inftances which give credit to that kind of 
prediction, convince himthere was any truthin them; 

but he always infifted thofe feeming intimations were 
the pure offspring of ignorance or enthufiaftic credu- 
lity; and always advanced, we were to truft toa more. 

fure word of prophecy, as if he had believed that 

revelation by dreams and vifions was entirely ceafed: 
and yet this perfon, who in all other refpe&s was, 

more than moft of men, (without being divinely 
infpired ) remarkable for extenfive benevolence and 
fandtity of manners ; God was pleafed to make him. 

an example of, to fhew that th® Infinite God is not 

to be limited in his all-wife operations, by the erring 

confined conceptions of human underftanding: For, 

about a fortnight before he departed this life, one 
ARCHIBALD MacLean his fervant, (who had ne- 

ver before feen the Second Sight), as he was going 

in, under night, to a room in the clofet, before he 

ber 
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er illuminated with an extraordinary blaze of light) 

and, having entered, fawa corple i ftretched on a 

dale that ftood.in the room, drefledsupsin his. -wins 

ding-fheet ; which having told next-day among 
his fellow-fervants, the minifler at length was in- 
formed of it, who having called tor the Seer, and 

examined him on what he had feen, he, owned;and 

affirmed the fcene for truth; upon, which the!mini3 

fter faid he did not believe it, though;he-never knew 

him before to have told a lie, The-miftrefs of the 

houfe being prefent, in order to expofe the vanity 

of the Second Sight, refolved to employ. that dale 

in fome immediate ufe, and ordered it to,be laid. a- 

' fide; but before that was done, the minifter fevered, 

of which he died in fix days, and that’ very, dale 

was laid under his corpfe after it was wathen;:,,Of 

all. which I was informed by the Seer himéelf, uF 
the relict, and the defunct’s brother, | 

od? 
XXVH, Marcarer MacLzop, an honeftwos 

man advanced in years, informed me, That when 

fhe was a young woman in the family of Gri/hirnif, 
a dairy maid, who daily ufed to herd the calves in 

-apark clofe to the houfe, obferved, at differenttimes, _ 

a woman refembling herfelf in fhape and: attire; 
walking folitarily at no great diftance from her; and 
being furprized at the apparition, to make further 

trial, fhe put the back part of her upper garment 

foremoft, and, anon! the phantom was drefled inthe 

fame manner, which made her uneafy, believing it 

portended fome fatal confequence to herfelf. Ina 

a fhort 
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fhort time thereafter fhe was feized with a fever, 

which brought her to her end; but before her fick- 

nefs and on her. deathbed, declared. this. Second 

Sight to feverals, : 

_XXVIIL Roperrex MacLeop, a.plain good- 

natured young man, informed me,. That when he 

ferved the deceaft reverend Mr. Fohn: MacLeod; 
fome time minifter of Diurizi/h, in the fation of an 

overfeer, as. he was going into the principal houfe 
in the dufk of the evening, met the faid Mr. John 

coming out, who came fo clofe to him as to touch 

the Declarant’s cloaths, as-he imagined; but having 

entered the honfe, faw the fame Mr. John fitting in 
a chair at his fire-fide ; and, being aftonifhed to find 

him there, told what he had feen, of which the mi- 

nifter did not feem:to take much-notice; but there- 

_after, in three or four days, defired to know of hiny 

the circumftances of what he had feen.; and the. 

young man infifting ‘that ‘he faw him come.out 

of the houfe the moment he entered; he faid, the 

{cene'appears to be intended for a warning,: but en- 
joined my informer to conceal it from his fpoufe: 
He died the fame year, according to .this an other 

phi ok) of his approaching end. 

XXIK. Nic. Antuur, known for a notable Seer, 

travelling from the caftle of Muugary in. Ardna- 
morchuann, accompanied with feveral others, afked; 

with a furprize, of her fellow-travellers, if they faw 
(as. the did) a number of tents’at Carnliads, which 

though 
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though all denied to have feen, fhe confidently af- 

firmed would one time or other cait up as really as 
the then faw them by the Second Sight. Ten years 
thereafter, in 1746, Captain Gampbell of Craigni/h, 
who commanded a corps of Highlanders,. pitched 

their tents in that individual fpot at the foot of 

Garnliadh, whereby the faid prediGtion was fullfilled. 
Lhad this relation from Mr. Campbell above-menti- 

ened, who was informed thereof by feverals, in all 

‘Hts circumftances. 

XXX. Mr DonAtp MacLeon, late minifter of 

Diurinifh, formerly mentioned, having waited of 
the Miftrefs of Uinni/h, to give her the account of 

her brother’s death, who was-killed at the fiege of 

Quebec, the diftrefled fifter for fome time abando- 

ned herfelf to the. moft violent pangs of grief; and 
as fhe was then incapable of receiving.any relief 

from his ghoftly admonitions, he thought proper 

to leave her to herfelf for fome time; -and foon 

‘thereafter, as he returned. up fairs, one Katherine 

_ MacLean, a notable woman Seer, faw him from 

thead to foot covered in his fhroud, and told the 

fame inftantly to Maury Anderfon, a young woman 

in the family, and in-company with her ; adding to 

the difcovery, that as Mr. Dona/d had given the 

mournful tidings to the miftrefs, which had' bathed 

‘her fo much in tears, ’ere: long -his own death 
‘would very much-.augment her affliction, and be 

‘the fubjeé of univerfal grief to all his parifhioners; 
out withall defired the young woman not to fpeak 

us| ‘ 7 te 
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to any perfon.of what fhe had told her, until the:e- 

vent had juftified the prediaion; which happened in 
fifteen days thereafter. 1 had this narration from 

Mr. Anderfon, who had it from his daughter and 
the Seer. 16 : 

XXXL. josn MacLeop, tackfman of Bay in 

the Ifle of Sky, a gentleman not in the leaft tinau- 

red with enthufiafm, declared to me, and feveral o- 

thers, That, in a morning before. he awaked, ‘he 

dreamed, that a perfon whom he intimately knew 

came into the room where he'lay, and told him, 

with much concern, that his late Majefty, George 

“the fecond of glorious memory, was departed this 

lite, which he told dire&tly to his fpoufe in bed with 

him; That fame day the poft having come on be- 

fore he had well dreffed, he got the public news, in 

which he found his dream verified : Which is the 

more rernarkable, that the King’s death was fo fud- 

den, the account of ‘his ailment could not have tra- 

yélled to many parts in England, much lefs have 

time to citculate to the molt remote parts of Scor- 

‘Jand. 

XXXII. In the year 1744, LAucHiL ANE MacCur- 

vocu, then fervant to Alexander’ MacDonald of 

Gearry-Dhonil, in Bein-Bicula, coming outof hismaf- 

ter’s houfe under night, before he had gone many 

paces, there 7» peared to him, at no-great diftance, a 

promifcuous heap of red-coats, and High/and-men,- 

on the path that led to the houfe, which fight fe 
frighted 

Yas 
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frighted him, that in the hurry he was in to get 

back to the houfe, he ftruck his fhin againft a ftone 

to the effufion of his blood; and immediately, as 
foon as he entered, told what he had feen to his 

fellow fervants. In 1746, Captain Fergx/on, who 

commanded the Furnace floop of war, at the head 

of a corps of the troops, and 4rgy/e militia, came 
to Gearry-Dhonil’s houfe, which gave an opportu- 

nity to all that were in the family to fee them real- 

ly, as MacCulloch had feen them about two years 

before, by the Second Sight. I had this relation 
from Alexander MacDonald, fon to the above Gear- 

ry-Dhonil, a good fenfible, modeft young man, who 

_ acknowledged to me, that MacCulloch owned to 

have feen the Sight as itcame to pais. 

XXXII. The faid ALexanveEralfotold me, That 

as he had been on a jaunt in 4ra/faig, as he came 

out of his quarters under night, he faw a throng 
company carrying a coffin, directing their way where 

he ftood; fo that in fome concern he returned with 

full fpeed to the houfe, I enquired, how long this 

fight.continued? He told me, it lafted untill he 

turned his back, to make his retreat from what he 

had never feen before; and fays he no fooner ente- 

red the houfe, than he told it to all prefent: In two 

_ days thereatter, young Balfnlay fickened, and in 

_ three days more was interred, being carried to the 

church-yard on the fame ftep of the way, where he 

faw the Second Sight but five days before its com- 
pletion. . 

C ' XXXIV. / 

_ 
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XXXIV. The above ALExanpeER declared fur- 
ther, That a young chiid, his brother, being fickly 

for fome time, he faw a little corpfe firetched toa 

dale, that was at his own bed-foot feveral times; 

and that, when the child died, the fame dale was 

employed to his coffin. 
~ 

- 

XXXV, Nei. Betron, a fober judicious per- 

fon, and elder in the feffion of Diurini/h, informed 

me, as he had it from the deceas’d Mr. Kenneth 

Betton, late minifter in Trotterni/h, that a farmer 

in the village of 4iraidh, on the welt-fide of the 

country, being towards evening to quit his work, 

he obferved.a traveller coming towards him, as he 

ftood clofe to the high-way ;.and, ashe knew the man, 

waited his coming up; but when he began to fpeak 

with him, the traveller broke off the road abruptly, - 

to the fhore that was hard by; which, how foon 

he entered, he gave a loud cry; and, having pro- 

ceeded on the fhore, gave another loud cry at the 
middle of it, and fo went on, until he came toa 

river, running thro’ the middle of it, which he no 

_ fooner entered than he gave a third cry, and then 

{aw him no more. On the farmer’s coming home, he 

told:all what he had heard and feen to thofe of his 
houfehold ; fo the ftory fpread, until from hand to 

hand it came to the perfon’s own knowledge, who, 
having feen the farmer afterwards, enquired of 
him narrowly about it; who owned and told the 

whole as above. In lefs than a year thereafter, the‘ 

fame man, going with two more to cut watthng for 
creels, 
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crecls, in Coille-na-Skiddil, he and they were 
drowned in the river where he heard him give the 

Jat cry. 

- XXXVI. In the year1723, or 1724, there lived in 
the ifland of /7a, Ancus. MacMituan, an honelt 

confcientious country-farmer, in good:efteem with 

all his acquaintances. He, and my informer, hap- 

pened: to meet on a day at Mri Donald Gampiell’s 

houfe (MacMillan’s landlord) ; Mr. Campbell up- 

braided him (in joke) with the name of Seer, Ge. 

“He made anfwer, That, tho’ he was not of that 

tribe, he ought not to-jeft for his diverfion on fuch 

a ferious fubject-; however, he could tell him of an 
event which-was:to happen that fame day, in which 

hie was the. principal perfon concerned ; and then 

told: him, in» prefence of the. company, he would 

break his. leg- before. he arrived at Sunderland's, 
about a mile’s diftances Mrs; Campbell hearing. 

this prophecy, defired Mr. Campbell to ftay at home 
for that day; but he laughed at her credulity, cau- 
fed her to bring him a dram to drink to the Seer, 

and immediately: took his horfe (that ftood faddied 

at the door); MacMillan, and my informer, fol- 

lowing on foot, found him fprawling on the fand, 

and his leg broken, by a fall of horfe and rider: 
Whereupon they laid him on a bier brought from 
the church, and carried him with the help of o- 
thers to Sunderland’s houfe, where a. doctor being 

accidentally, fet his leg ; my informer, (a perfon of 
C..2. great 
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great candour), and MacMillan himfelf afiitting 

at the operation, ner 

XXXVII. At Rapho, ten miles fouth-weft from 
Londonderry, lived James Laird merchant, and 
Mary Henderfon his wife, a virtuous and pious 

gentlewoman. To them were born three fons, Mat- 

thew, Francis, and John: The father employing 

himfelf in the bufinefs of his merchandize, intruf- 

ted. the education of the children (for moft part), 
to the mother: In this chacge fhe fo well fucceeded, 
that fhe brought up the two eldeft for the miniltry. 
About the year 1701, or 1702, beginning of win- 

ter, fhe fent Matthew the eldeft, for his laft year, 

to Rudy divinity at Glafgew. Some few days after 
he left Rapho, as fhe and her fervant-maid were fit- 
ting by the fire-fide, after the reft of the family 
were gone to bed, the night being ftormy, the good 

woman fmoaking her pipe; all on the fudden fhe 

and her maid heard feveral doleful loud cries, the 

firft loudeft, the reft by degrees turning lower and 

lower: At the very firft cry, the mother threw the 

pipe away, clapped her hands, and cried with a 

loud voice, Yon is the cry of my Matthew, and 
this night he is drowned! She immediately Hghted 

a candle, got the key of his Rudy; fhe and the © 
maid went in, and found every thing in the fame 
order her fon had Jeft them. Upon their return to 

the houfe, her weeping and lamentation alarmed 

the reft of the family ; and fhe telling them what fhe 
had: heard, all of them fpent the remainder of that 

night 
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night in tears. And foon thereafter, to their inex- 
preflible grief, were confirmed in the mother’s fufpi- 
cion of what fhe feared from fo extraordinary a pre- 

fage. My informer heard the above relation fre- 

quently from her own mouth (being, a fchool-boy 
in faid Rapho, fome few years after the thing hap- 
pened). 

~ XXXVUI. KennetuH Morison, of good repute 
with his co-temporaries, then living at Glendale, 

had a revelation in a dream, as follows: A perfon 

informed him in fleep, that if he fhould repair to 

the kirk of Kil/choan, and look out at the eaft win- 

’ dow, he might fee at the diltance of two pair of 

butts, in a direct line ealtward, a ftone larger than 

any near it in that direction; upon removing of 

which, he would find filver, which had been ‘hid 

under it: And accordingly he loft no time, but 
went the next day to take his obfervation as he was 

dire&ed; and, having found out the ftone, was not 

difappointed, as it overlay a heap of filver under it 

of different fize, coinage and value: A part of 
which was not then of the common currency. I 

had formerly this ftory given me for certain: But 

the above narration was lately confirmed to me by 

Alexander Morifon an elder in the parilh of Diurin- 

i/b, and grandchild to the faid Kenneth, who had 

it delivered to him from Doétor Donald Morifon 

his own father, in fubftance the fame with what is 

already mentioned. 
— 

C3 XXXIX, 
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XXXIX. In the 1756, Ricwarp Sincrarre, then 
a merchant in the town of Thurfo, returning at even 

home with his fervant, as they came to the river 

clofe by the town, found it was fwelled by a fall of 
rain, and much increafed by the tide, which was in: 

the latter feemed averfe to ford, which his matter 

obferving, lighted and gave him his own horfe, 
and mounted his fervant’s horfe, with which having 

entered the river, was foon carried by the flood out 

~ of his faddle, and was drowned. His wife know- 

ing nothing then of the matter, as fhe was going 

from one room to another im her own houfe, faw 

Mr. Sinclair go up the ftair to his own room, and 

ca'led to a fervant-maid to bring him a candle and 

‘make upa fire; but after the fervant had brought 
the light in great hafte, found no perfon within: In 

Jefs than an hour the noife went through the town, 

that the gentleman was drowned, I had this ac- 
count from a perfon that came to the town next 
day, where the Second Sight of the preceeding 
night was the common topic of converfation. 

XE, AnGus Gorpon, a fedate, fenfible, old 
man, eighty years of age or thereby, informed 
me, that being in company at Hu/ebof?, with Fohn 
MacGhrefich, A, lived: in a neighbouring village, 
and one or two more, they went to fpeak with 
Join MacKenzie and his wife, a notable Seer, who 
were winnowing corn: And, after fome difcourfe, 

_ MacChrefich having bid them farewel, the old Py- 

thonels told the declarant, and others prefent, with 
é 
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~ great regret,they fhould not fee him again, as fhe was 

fure he would be drowned. Three days thereafter, 

MacGbhrefich having gone to fifh on a tempeftuous 

day,either flipped by a falfe flep of the rock where he 

took his ftand, or was wafhed away by a furge, fo 

that he was drowned: Which not only verified the 
prediction, but alfo confirms, that the faculty of ight 

~ is no further employed in thefe revelations, than as 

a perfon wakened out of a dream, by the impreffion 

on his imagination in fleep, can recollect and de- 

feribe, with the aid of memory, diverfity of colours, 

fituation of places, all kinds of animals, men, wo- 

men, and children, with their different puriuits, 

- affe@ions and attitudes, | 

XLI, Murpocn MacLeop, who, moft part of - 

his time, was a tenant in C/aiggen, an honeft fincere 

Chriftian, informed me, that, when he was a youth, 

he happened to be a night at Hu/ebo/?, and fitting 

with the whole family by the fire-fide, and a good 

fire on, befides a lamp burning, as he looked to- 

- wards a cheft that ftood near him, he faw a corpfe 

fully ftretched on faid cheft, and the candles burn- 

ing over it, That very night, after the family went 

to bed, perfons came from Co//abef (about a mile 

diftant), raifed part of the family, particularly the 

miitrefs of the houfe, and got candles out of that 

very cheft to burn over a perfon who died that 

fame night, 

KLU, He related alfo, that when Alexander 

/ 

MacLeod 4 
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MacLeod of Lofgander lived at Uinnif/h, (he him- 

felf being then a married man, having wife and chil- 
dren) being at Uinnif/b, and on the fhore, when Lo/ 
gander was fending a boat and crew, to ferry cows 
from the {mall ifles of Uinni/h, one Murdoch Mac- 

Farlane, obtained leave from his mafter not to go 

as one of the crew; and when he had left the boat, 

and came to the place where the declarant ftood, 

he faid, he repented not to have gone with the 

reft; the relater faid to him he might go yet, at 

which he ran as faft as he could, and, as the boat 

_ was juft going from the rock, he gave a {pring to 
get into her; got his breaft on the gunwale of the 

boat, but his feet funk into the fea a little above 

the ancles. and as he was heaving up his feet to get 

them into the boat, the declarant faw his two foles 

as red as blood, and faid to the by-ftanders, that 

fome accident would happen before their return by 

what he had feen, which he told publicly. ohn 

MacLeod, one of the crew, in their way home from 

the ifles faid-day, was wounded by one of, the cows 

horns in the boat: The Seer, when they came on 

fhore, faw this man now covered over with real 

blood. He fevered and died of faid wound in a 

very fhort time, And this was the fecond and laf 

time that he faw the Second Sight: Which had 

its completion the fame day it appeared to his ima- 
gination. 

It is hoped, by this time, the Candid Reader will 

entertain a favourable opinion of predictions, by 

, dreams, 
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dreams, vifions, and the Second Sight;* from a 

number of inftances in that way, mentioned in the 
foregoing Treatiie :' Yet I am very fenfible feverals 
will remain ftill {crupulous, as it not eafy to explain, 

level to moft capacities, in what manner intelli- 

gences of this kind are conveyed; and altho’ all 

men mult acknowledge, that foul and body are 

different fubftances, and diverfe in their operations, 

yet becaufe of their confefled intimate union, they 

will not have the fame faculty to affign to each their 

proper {phere of aGion. Some judicious Divines 
fuppofe that the foul is cloathed with a fine material 

vehicle, feated in the brain, where it receives fen- 

fations by the ceconomy of the nerves, @c. yet 
whatever intercourfe betwixt foul and body, may 

be thus managed, or in any other way, tho’ it might 
be afcertained, it will, I prefume, be impoflible to 
finite minds, to account for prediation from natural 

caufes, without we admit of revelation. If we 

reject the evidence of revelation, we fap the very 

foundation of all religion that ever yet appeared in 

the world, feeing the feveral nations and fetts 

throughout the univerfe pretend to revelation, 
Zoroafires and Pythagoras have handéd it down 

to their followers; the Brachmans and Dervifes, 

have purfued their track; and even Mahomet 

has more lately followed the fame way. The 

Jews and Chriitians prove and maintain the fyftem 
of their holy religion, as delivered to them by men 
divinely infpired, who foretold thofe momentuous 
truths fome hundred years before the event hap- 

i | pened, 
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pened, Prophane as well as Sacred Hiftorians a- 

gree in the truth of revelation, by dreams and 
vifions; and to this day, where ever human foot 

has trode in ifland and continent, the inhabitants 

are univerfally under the influence of this prevail- 

ing opinion, which feems to be coeval with the 
firft of our fpecies. If the inflances in this col- 

le&ion, contribute in any degree to eftablifh or 

elucidate fo general a principle, for the benefit of 

thofe that are truely religious, it wil] afford me 

the greateft pleafure. As for thofe uncommon fan- 

ciful gentlemen, who neither believe a future ftate 

of rewards and punifhments, or that they are of 
the rank they hold in the creation, they are truly 

to be pitied and allowed to be what they chufe, 
without the ufe of reafon; like children, fools, or 

idiots, 

Thefe inftances of the Second Sight, to which 

many more might have been added, which. had 
their accomplithments according to the reprefenta- 

tions exhibited, are fufficient to evince that the 

thing is true in fa&. But how any perfon comes 

to be pofleffed of this fpirit of divination, is attend- 

ed with fome diticulty, and deferves: to.be farther 

enquired into. Not to mention the teltimony of 

infpired. writers, all ages, and almoft every country, 

~ have furnifhed men eminent for. learning, . probity, 

and other accomplifhments, who have agreed in 

the belief of apparitions. And among others, the 

historians of feveral. nations, both Greek and Ras 
man, 

a ae 
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man have concurred in this perfuafion. What 

Plutarch relates of an apparition to Brutus, is fo 

generally known that I need not relate it. Xeno- 

phon and Herodotus, with other hiftorians,, anticnt 

and modern, have handed down to us many in- 

ftances of the certainty of apparitions ; and with 

ourfelves, Buchanan and Lindfay of Pit/cotty, have 
delivered very remarkable ftories of dreams and ap- 

paritions, which happened in their own time. In 

treating of this fubject, it deferves to be remarked, 

how much the Heathen world confpired in the be- 

lief of prediaions. It is confefled, that the refponfes 

given out by the priefts and prieitefles of heathen 

oracles were enigmatical, and often had a double 

entendre; but if one would be pleafed to examine 

what Doctor Prideaux and Plutarch remark about 

oracles, he muft acknowledge, that tho’ fraud and 

artifice might be fometimes employed to uphold 

their credit; yet the precife place, time and man- 

ner of their accomplifhment, were fo exactly hinted 

at, as leave no room to queftion their fupernatural 

extraction. From many cogent proofs, I am in- 

duced to think, that the Second Sight is not feen 

by the organ of the eye; as-an immaterial phantom 
cannot be the object of fight. Nor can the Second 

Sight arife from an innate quajity ; elfe it would be 

common to the whole fpecies. But what is more 

probable, and I think fufficiently certain, is, That 

it muft be communicated to the inhabitant within 

us, by a_fupernatural agent; which becomes the 

more evident, as fome of thefe Seers after they be- 

came 
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came blind, had fuch notices given them as were 

verified in what after happened. And if we be- 

_ lieve the exiftence of fpirits, agreeable to the fenfe 
of the generality of mankind, there is nothing in 

the Second Sight, or dreams, fhocking to our rea- 

fon or underftanding : otherwife how could it hap- 

pen, that what feverals dreamed, were fulfilled 

in all their circumftances ? Which appears by the 

following inftances, out of many that I might add; if 

it did not fwell this Treatife beyond what J intended. 

XLHI, The deceafed Mr. Jonn MacLeop, 

when minifter in Leavis, dreamed, that a neighbour- 

ing gentleman, whom he intimately knew, came to 

his houfe, and told him, a neighbour had been 

_ dead that morning, and he came to invite Him to 

the Interment; when he awoke, he told the dream 

to his fpoufe, with diftnguifhing circumftances of — 

his informer’s garb : And that fame day, > the after- 

noon, the fame man came really to his houfe; ex- 

actly in the fame manner he had feen him in his 

dream, with tidings of the neighbour’s deceafe. 

This I heard from the minifter’s own mouth, at dif- 

ferent times; and alfo from his fpoufe, yet in life, 

XLIV. Mr, Anperson, (whom I had occafion 

formerly to mention), affured me, that upon the fix- ~ 

teenth day of April 1746, (being the day on which — 

his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland ob- 

tained a glorious victory over the Rebels at Cul- 

loden), as he lay in bed with his fpoufe# towards 
the 
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the dawning of the day, he heard very audibly, 
a voice at his bed-head, enquiring, If he was 

awake ? who anfwered, He was; but then took no 

further notice of it: A little time thereafter, the 

voice repeated, with greater vehemence, If he was 

awake ? And he anfwering, as formerly, He was: 

there was fome ftop, when the voice repeated 

louder, afking the fame queftion ; and he making 

the fame anfwer; but added, what the voice had 

to fay; upon which it replied, The Prince is De- 
- feated, Defeated, Defeated ! And in lefs than 48 

hours thereafter, an exprefs carryed the welcome 

tidings of the-fact into the.country. 

XLV. Ancus Betton, a:man of known Inte- 

grity, told me, he dreamed a perfon was drowned 
ina particular place ; which happened a quarter of ~ 

a year thereafter, exactly ag ie aes writ his 
dream. 

XLYVI, Normanp MacLeop of Watterftein, told 

me frequently, that his brother Lieutenant ohn 

MacLeod, dreamed of his grand father, (then in pers 

fect health), that he was-carried by the faid MNor- 

mand and one William MacLeod of Arnifdale, from 
a clofe bed in his dining-room, to another apart-’ 

ment, naming others that were in the houfe, and 

affifting on that occafion; all which he told the 
declarant néxt day: And ina week thereafter, the 
old gentleman fickened, and was carried by the a- 

hove perfons, from the clofe bed, tothat in ‘the up-’ 
D per 
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per room, where he expired with all the circum- 

ftances above related. 

There is another .circumftance of the Second 
_ Sight, not mentioned inthe preceeding collections, 
which I had attefted from perfons of veracity be- 

yond exception, and has been often pradtifed to find 

out the truth of thefe predictions ; viz. 

XLVH. Donatp Beaton, refidenter in Hammir, 

related, That, in his paflage from Giafgow to the Ifle 
of Sky, he topped at Tippermory, a known harbour 
in the Ifland of Mu//; and thereafter having been — 
for fome time wind-bound, a -native there of ‘his 

acquaintance, came to their boat about fun-fet, and“ 

“having the loin of a deer, newly killed, made a pre- — 

Tent thereof to the declarant; who being fon-in-law 

to a notable Seer, in order to make a trial of her 
{kill, he wifhed that piece of venifon in her hands. 

That fame night the Seer, who lived with her daugh- 

‘ter, his wife, apprehended:fhe faw him enter the 

‘houfe with a fhapelefs lump in his hand, fhe knew | 

not what, but that it refembled flelh; which gave — 

herfelf and daughter great joy, as they had dif- 
‘paired of him by his long abfence: In a fhort time 
thereafter he came home, and the old woman en- 

quiring minutely of the circumftances of his-voyage, _ 
-and 1f he had been handling any flefh-kind, upona | 
ecertain night fhe had feen him, by the Second Sight; _ 
difcovered that it was the faid precife night, he: 

wilhed. ber to have the faid loin of venifon. 

XLVI. | 
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XLVIII. One Gormata MACLELLAN, who ftill 

lives in Trotterni/b>, has a particular turn of know- 

ing events attended with the above circumftances, 

as appears by the following inftances, of feverals 

fefficiently attefted ; She happened to be at variance 

with a woman-fervant belonging to Al/an MacDo- 
nald of Flodegarry, who, about ten o‘clock at night, 

having Potatoes in her hands, wifhed one of an ex-. 

traordinary fize in Gormala’s throat, who was then 
at fix miles diftance; but before fhe could have the 

leaft accefs to hear of the favour intended her, fhe . 

was by nine. o‘clock next morning at Flodegarry’s 
houfe, and, in a high tone, complained to his Lady 

of her fervant’s indifcretion; 

XLIX. Mr. Joun Nicoxson minilter, fome years 
ago, having got many furprizing ftories.of Gorma- _ 

Ja’s Prophetic talent, to make.a decifive trial of her 
fkill, as he was going to bed, wifhed his hofe a- 
bout her neck; and only told the fame to another. 

clergyman, that was then in company, with a cau- 

tion not to fpeak of it toany other: Yet tho’ the 

fecret was ftrictly kept between them, the firft time 

that Gormala had feen Mr. Josz thereafter, fhe ad- 

vifed him, in an angry manner, not to play his jokes 
on her, with fuch illufory marks of his benevolence, 

and then named the night on which he wifhed a 

certain pair of hofe about her neck. 1 had this re- 

lation fent me in writ from the above Allan Mac- 
Donald of Flodegarry, who is a gentleman of good 
fenfe, and, tho’ free from fuperftition, yet after 

D2 careful 
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_ careful'enquiry he has made about the Second Sight 
in feveral places, had fo many inftances of the truth, 

thereof, duely attefted, (as he owns), leave him no. 

room any longer to queftion the veracity of thefe, 
extraordinary difcoveries.. 

L. Being informed, that one Joun, MacKay, a, 

- poor old man, living at Laoranin Glenelg, made no.. 

fecret of haying feen.an apparition, I had the cu-. 

riofity to call for him, to know the, truth of a re-. 

port that had prevailed, of. his. getting-intelligence. 
of future events; on that occafion, having obeyed» 

my fummons, and as.I perceived. that time, had 

furrowed his vifage, The-firft queftion I afked, was. 
about his age? which he faid was about 100. [I 
then proceeded to-enquire of him, If he had met fuch. 
a-{pirit as was commonly reported, and how he was. 

entertained by.him.? Upon which he frankly ac-. 
knowledged, that after night-fall, as he wascom-. . 

ing Home to his houfe in 1745, he. heard a, voice. 

calling after him, Where was he going? To which, 

he replied, That. he was returning home to his. 

houfe ; and: afked the voice, how far, and what, 

route he was.to travel? Who anfwered, he was. 

to feek his. mantle that lay near.a_ rivulet hard, 

by. This: anfwer gave my informer a fufpicion. his. 

new correpondent was more, than human: And, 

prefently enquired, how it was to happen in thefe. 

perilous times, to feveral chiefs of, Clans, and, 

particularly to the old and young Barifdales, who, 

were much in his efteem,,as they were. the moft. 
_ confiderable. 
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confiderable perfons in his neighbourhood: Anfwer 
- was returned to his feveral queftions, but in fucha 

myferious enigmaictal way as made the meaning 

very uncertain, and only conjectural. However the 

old fage, decyphered-the werds fo, asto correfpond 

with the. counduét and circumftances of thofe for 

whom they were intended, I.afked, If he had feen 

the reprefentation of what fpoke. with. him, or if 

the voice feemed human? He anfwered in the nega- 
tive to the firft, and that the latter was more -fhrill 

than ufually proceeds from.material organs, 

' LI. Enfign Donatp MacLeop, and his brother , 

Normand, perfons of candour, who lived then at 

Laoran, informed me, That, having miffed a cow 

for nine or ten days; which being fought out in’ 

vain by his herd, he.at length coming accidentally 

to the faid John MacKay’s houle, and having made 
mention to him of the. cow that was loft or ftray- 
ed; he-told him, that he would find her perifhed in 

a.certain {pot, mangled by dogs at both ends, and 

directed to the place, with fuch marks of the fitua- 
tion, rocks and trees that were adjoining, that, with- 

' out any miltake, he came to it, and found the cow, 

as defcribed by old»John, who had been for five 

weeks confined to his bed, and his wife abfent all 

the time; fo that he had. no means to know any 
thing about the cow, but either from the Second 

Sight, _or fome other method of divination, 

LI. The faid Enfign informed me, that, having 

gone with his wife to vifit his father-in-law in the 

D 3 : Ife 
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The of Sky, might coming on, they were obliged 
to put up with a cave on the fide of Lough Urn, 

to pafs the night; and, as they were at fupper, his 
wife took a cabbock of cheefe,in her hand, and, 

having covered it with three or four apples, wifhed 

it in a Seer’s hand, who lived with her father; and 

who, that night, by the Second Sight, faw the gen- 

_ tlewoman offering her a cabbock of cheefe, but was 

at a lofs to know what the round things were that 

covered it, as perhaps fhe had feen none of the 

kind in her lifetime, until her mafter’s daughter, 

upon her arrival, told her the whole. 

LIE. There lives at Glenelg, a perfon commonly 

known by the name of ferjeant, a moft remarkable 

Seer, of whom I had many ftories, from very good 

authors, of his prophetic talent: I will only men- 

tion one, which may ferve as a fample of all the 

reft, and was delivered to me by Enfign MacLeod, 
who, as he was travelling home under-night, ac- 
companied by the ferjeant, this Seer, on the fud- 

den, defired him to keep to a fide, as there was a 

throng gathering of people coming on the dire& 
path of the road, carrying a corpfe ona litter. The 
enfign having told him, he had no faith in fuch 
difcoveries, the Seer replied, The vifion in a fhort 

time would be fulfilled, and that the enfign him-~ 

felf would be one of the company; and then na- 

med feverals from the neighbouring countries, dif- 

tinguifhing them by their names, arms, and cloath- 

ing, wha were to afift at the interment; ; and 

pointed 
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pointed at particular pafles, where fuch and fuch 
men were to relieve thofe who carried the bier. In 
fome fhort time thereafter, a gentlewoman that was 

fifter to the Enfign, departed this life, at Myle 
in Glenmore: Allthe perfons foretold, were called 
and afiifted at the interment, without the leaft vari- 

ation from the fcene, as above defcribed, from the 

declarant’s obfervation, who took notice of the 

particular circumitances communicated to him by 

the Seer.. And if any of the curious fhould wifh 
for more inftances of his predictions, he may apply 

to the Reverend Mr. Donald MacLeod minifter of 

Glenelg, who may furnifh him with feverals, as he 

has a throng collection of furprifing narrations, de- 

livered him by the ferjeant. ; 

1 cannot here omit to obferve, before I go 

further, that. thefe vifions which are often fan- 

cied to be feen at night, tho’ the figures repre- 

fented \fhould be material, and that the moon 
fhould fhine in her full fplendor (which often is 
not the cafe), it would be impofiible for the 

firongeft eye, with the utmolt attention, exactly to 

diftinguifh colours, differences of faces, and other 

circumftances, in their refpective attitudes: And: 

confequently, thefe fcenes fo minutely correfpon- 

ding as they are foretold, muft be communicate, 

not to the Sight, but to the imagination, as is al- 

ready obferved, I know it is, and will be objected 

by many, how Seers can fully and minutely defcribe 
thofe reprefentations, that are exhibited to them in 

’ . the 
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the Second Sight,. unlefs feen by the organ of the. 

eye? But I beg-leave.to obferve, that this very ob-. 

jection corroborates my opinion, that they fee it on- ~ 

ly in. imagination: For, will. any one fay, when a. 
perfon is in.a dream,.that thofe. objects which are. 

reprefented to his. eyes, or heard-by. his-ears, are. 

farther real than in imagination? And yet, when: 
he awakes, he can:defcribe them as: exaétly as if. 

they were-real. Now, if the. Second.Sight and. 
Dreams, according to their impreffion.upon, or re-- 

prefentation exhibited to.the imagination, had their: 

full completion, agreeable to all circumftances pre-- 

figured in the faid-inftances; it. plainly follows,.. 

that this vifion, reprefentation, or whatever name. 

you pleafe to give it, is not carried. on.by enthufi-+ 

afm, or impofture, nor from a.certain levity of: 

raind to appear fingular ; is not the refult of:imnate - 

principles, nor from any intrinfic quality in matter,: 

which undoubtedly is.void..of all intelligence, but. 

is Communicated from one fpirit to. another; tho’: 

we cannot deftribe (as we know. but little. of {pi+ 
rits), the manner thee notices are given. From thes 

certainty of Dreams, Second Sight, and .Apparitions,. 

follows the plain and natural confequence of the. 

exiftence of Spirits, immateriality and ammortality , 

of the foul: A.truth. that is acknowledged by the. 
moft barbarous nations, as well as by the moft civi- 

lized, and carries its own conviction in every hu- 

man breaft; unlefs fenfual appetites, and rampant 
lufts fink the man, and make the brute predominant. 

Under which category we mult always confider, 

‘thofe adepts in fcience, that refine themfelves into 
Pod infidelity, 
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infidelity, are the nutfances of fociety, and the-dif- | 
grace ‘of human.nature, who bring themfelves on, 

the level with the brute: beafts that parifh.. Hap- 

py indeed were it for thofe abandoned. profigates, | 

could they fucceed‘ in that boafted metamorpholis ! 
The aftonifhing numbers and gradations of corpo~ 

real beings, in the animal life, from the leaf infec: 

“f> man, the-uppermoft of terreftrial creatures, and: 
who feems.placed in the middle ftate, leads us (as 

_by a clew) to be-perfuaded, that the fame gradati- 

on arifes from man, to the higheft rank and: order-, 
of angels, who, tho’ they are immaterial, yet,.as cogi-» 

tative intelligent beings, can communicate in fleep,. 
er awake to the imagination (from their extenfive 

knowledge), fuch. truths as. are hid, and always. 

muft efcape: the knowledge of organized bodies ;_| 

which all thefe inftances condefceaded upon fully e- 

vince, to any under the government of reafon, or’ 

who is not biafled with invincible ill habits, wrong 

principles; or vitious education, When we look up: 

to the firmament, and behold thefe glorious bodies 

in the azure fields of ether; the fun, moon, and 

ftars, with, their daily and. annual revolutions, in 

the felf-fame order of. rotation, fhould we not ra- 
ther go into.the mythology. of; fome. of the antients;. 

who fancied thefe {tupenduous luminaries to be the. 

tabernacles of certain intelligences, which animated. 
thefe orbs, as the foul doth the body, than:become: 
fo beaftly ftupid, as to own no higher principle, ei-. 
ther within or without us, than what is: only cor- 
poreal | You are. not. to imagine, from the above: 

: paragraph. 
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paragraph, that f approve: of the idolatrous errors. 
of the Sabians; but that I think their miftake.more: 
pardonable, than to own no higher principle be- 
yond what is material, and liable to diffolution.. 

If one was to view the earth on which -we tread, (in 

_ which there is not the leaf of a.tree, orftone, with-- 
out inhabitants) ; from the higheft ftar vifible to- 

us, it would not appear bigger than an atom: And. 

can we imagine thofe numberlefs fyftems that comr 
pofe the univerfe, to be void of inhabitants, indu- 

ed with fouls proper to their ftate and fize; and. 

only made for our fakes, that are fo inconfiderable: 

a part of the creation. , 

But now to return to the Second Sight, after fo. 
long, but I hope, ufeful a digreflion;. As thefe re- - 

prefentations, or waking Dreams, according ta the. 

belt enquiry I could make, are communicated (un+. 
lefs it be feldom), but to one perfon at once; tho’ 

there fhould be feveral perfons, and even fome Seers: 

in company, thofe reprefentations feem rather 

communicated, to the imagination (as faid is), than. 
the organ of Sight; feeing it is impoflible, if made: 
always to the latter, but all perfons direfting their- 

fight the fame way, having their faculty of fight: 

alike perfe@, and equally difpofed, muft fee it ins | 

common. And, asa farther illuftration of this par- 

ticular, give me leave to mention a very remarkable 
inftance, as I had it from Lieutenant Arm/trong, 

a gentleman (by all Lever could learn), tender of 
his honour, and who, with a liberal education, un= 

. » der 
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der the awful influence of religion, .and the ftricteft 
“morals, joms the Chsiftian with the foldier. | 

‘LEV. He relates, that, in his way to vifit Mac- 

‘Lzod from Port-ree, as*he was crofling the hill Hor- 
-utevall, above Loun-a-Chleri/b, he faw a foldier in 
ithe regimentals of ‘his corps, in that bottom; and 

~sthereupon enquired of his fervant, If he faw him? 

‘Who anfwered, No; tho’ they walked together, 

and looked the fame way. ‘The gentleman added, 

“The vifion did not difappear at once, but gradual- 

dy : When he and his fervant came down to the 

‘bottom, they examined narrowly, if there were any 
‘cattle feeding thereabout, yet could meet with none, 

‘till they arrived at Dunvegan. From which it ‘is 
‘plain, the fcene was ‘not deceptio vifus, to miltake 

‘one object for another, but (as faid is) exhibited 
to the imagination. The next day he‘had account 

from Port-ree, by exprefs, of his ferjeant’s death, 

‘the day before, about the time ‘he faw him on Loun- 

a-Chlerifh, by a ~waking dream, ~which'l take to be 

the beit definition of the Second Sight. 

‘LV. Mrs. ANDERSON relates, that, in fpring 
7751, as fhe lay awake in her bed in Kilmuir (the 
reft of the family being all afleep), the heard a great 

noife behind the partition of deals that was clofe to 
‘her bed-head ; fhe imagined that part of the wall 

“of the houfe had fallen, called to her fon to get up, 

and to go out to fee if the wall was fallen ; which 
‘he declining, fhe, in a few minutes, ‘went out, 

viewed 
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_wiewed the -wall which ftood firm, and fo difap- 

* pointed her expectation. Same night Florence Beaten 

- her fervant-maid, dreamed, That Donald MacCaf- 

4iil prefent -beadle, their door-neighbour, carried a 
‘large white mutton into his own honfe, and hung%t 

ap. About fun-rife that morning, John MacLesd — 

of Drynoch, and his fervant, coming from Dunvegan,: 

went by the end of the houfe, and about the fixth 
part of an Englifh mile in the fight of the houfes, 

the fervant Shot himfelf accidentally with his ma- 

{ter’s fufee; his. corpfe-was carried by Donald Maé- 

Cafkill and others, into his own houfe: The gun 

and wallet he carried, were laid at the partition in 

“Mrs. Anderfon’s, and the dale where fhe heard mot _ 

of the noife, was taken down, and the corpfe laid 

thereon; thus beth the noife and dream, had their © 

completion in three or four hours. 

Such ghoftly vifitaats from the invifible regions, 
are not employed-on an errand of a frivolous con-— 

cern, to lead us into-error; but are employed as 

fo many heralds by the Great Creator, for the 
more ample manifeftation of his power, to pro- 

claim tidings for our inftruction; and as we are — 

‘prone to defpond in religious matters, to confirm 
our faith of the exiftence of fpirits, (the foundation 

of all religions), and the dignity of human nature, 

‘beyond all other terreftrial creatures that are un- 

‘capable to receive thofe notices or impreffions, and 
avhich cannot be communicated or underftood by 

any power, but what is merely fpiritual; whatever 
a 
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a few philofophers, and irreligious perfons, worfe 
than they, have, without.any proof delivered to 

_ the contrary. 

-Are/not fpirits capable of mutual intelligetice, 
_ unlefs immerfed in bodies? Muft fuperior nature 
depend on inferior for the main privileges of 
fociable beings, which is that of converfing with 

- @ach other? What would they have done had mat- 
ter never been created? I fuppofe not have lived 
in eternal folitude ; for as incorporeal fubftances are 
of a nobler order, fo, no doubt, their manner of in- 
tercourfe is more expedite and intimate. ‘This me- 
thod of communication called intelle@ual vifion, 
is fomewhat analogous to the fenfe of feeing, which 
is the medium of our acquaintance with this vifible 
world, Spiritual language is mcre clearly expref- 
five of the mind and thoughts, than words, wri- 
ting, or any other external fign can be: The great~ 
eft matters of languages do often cloud their mean- 
ing, for want of words fit and full enough to exprefs 
it. Truth often {uffers by the poverty and ambi- 
guity of words; but intelle@ual vifions make objects 
plain in their juft proportion, and pours fuch a 
flood of knowledge upon the foul, as neither Tull y 
or Demofthenes could exprefs, with the loftieit 
{trains of their eloquence. Our belief or difbelic: of 
a thing, does not alter the nature of the thing: We 
cannot fancy things into being, or make them va- 
nifh into nothing, by indulging our lufts, or the itub- 

E born 
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born confidence of our imagination Things will 
be what they are after we think of them. 

And if there be fpirits, as reafon, evidence, and 

the confent of the generality of manktnd plainly 
difcover ; and which is {till further, inforced and fup- 

ported by the indelible impreffion rivetted on the 
mind of man; no perfon by an obftinate difbelief 
can make fpirits ceafe to exift, no more than by 

rauch poring he can reduce himfelf to nothing. 

It will not feem frange, that Deifts and Free- 

thinkers, who deny all revelation, fhould at the 

fame time declare their reluctance to believe appari- 

tions, and to raife what duft they can to cloud and 
difcredit it; as they are fenfible their yielding this 
point, would be urged’againft them with great pro- 

priety, to overthrow their falfe fyftem of faith ; butit 

is much ‘more furprifing, and indeed lamentable, 

that Chriftians, who profefs to believe the Sacred 

Oracles as they are handed down to us in the 

~ Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament, fhould 

difcover any fcruple to admit the truth of appari- — 
tions; Which fo powerfully prompt and enforce 

the important belief of revelation: Yet after all 

‘they can fay, what.does their opinion amount to 

in pomt of argument? If a few fingular and extra- 
vagant perfons are extremely confident, thata thing 

does not exift, is that a proof aguinft experience, 

that it does really exift? Such as have this un- 

happy caft of mind, will pleafe read over, Gen, 
xvi. 
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xvi. from ver. 17. to the end, Gen, xviii. from the 

beginning to theend, Gen xix. 1.18. Gen. xxi. 17. 

Gen. xxii, 11¢ Gen, xxxii. 1.2. Exod. tir, 1. 2. 

Math. i. 20. Lukei, 11. & 28. Luke ii. 8. 18. 
and fame chapter, ver. 26. particularly Joel ii, 28. 
** And it fhall come to pafs afterward, that I will 

“* pour out my fpirit upon all flefh, and your fonsand 
‘* your daughters fhall prophefy, your-old men fhall 

“« dream dreams, your young men fhall fee vifions,. 
“ ver. 29. And alfo upon the fervants and upon 

* the handmaids in thofe: days, will I pour out my 

«fpirit.” Acts ii. 17. ‘‘,And’it fhall come to pafs 
«« in the laft days (faith God), I will pour out of 
“ my fpirit upon all flefh: And your fons and your 

« daughters fhall prophefy, and your young men 

_  fhall fee vifions, and-your old men {hall dream 

« dreams. ver. 18, And on my /fervants,and on my 

«« hand-maidens I will pour out in thofe days of my 
“ fpirit, and they fhall prophefy.” TThefe, of many 

that might be added from the word of God, I 

prefume, is fufficient to confirm thofe Chriftians, 

who find themfelves f{queamith to believe apparitions, 

Give me leave in the next place, to bring fome 

inftances from profane hiftory, which are equally 

authentic as any other part of hiftory; or that 
there were fuch menas Julius Cefar and Alexander 

the Great. Mention is made already in this 

Treatife of the apparition to Brutus, with fome 

others from the Roman Hiftory; but as Buchanan 

and Lindfay of Pitfcotty, our own country-men, 
E2 who 
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who wrote more near our own times, are only mer 
tioned in the gencral, I prefame the Reader will ex-'- 
cufe me to defcend to particulars; efpecially as 

fome might want the opportunity to read thefe 
authors, or may have run. over them without due 

attention. 

LVI,.‘* This denounciation of war; brought into 

Scotland, as the King was going to. hi8 army at 
Linlithgow, whilad he was at Vefpers in the church, 

there entered an old man, the hair of his head red, 

inclining to yellow; and hanging down to his fhoul- 

ders; his forehead fleek through baldnefs; he was 

bare headed, in a long coat of a ruflet colour, girt 

with a linen girdle about his lois: in the reft of his 

afpect he was very venerable, He prefled through the 

croud.to,come at the King ; when he came at him 

ke leaned upon the chair on which the King fat,. 

and befpoke him thus: ‘*O King, I am fentto warn 
thee not to proceed in thy intended defign, which 

-monition if thou neglect, neither thou nor thy 

followers fhall profper: I am alfo commanded to 

tell thee, that thou fhould not ufe the familiarity, 

intimacy, or council of woman; which if thou 

doeft, it will redound to thy ignominy and lofs !’” 

Having thus fpoke, he withdrew into the croud; 

and when the King enquired for him after prayers: 
were ended, he could not be found; which matter 

feemed the more ftrange, becaufe none of thofe 

who !tood next, (tho’ defirous to afk many quef> 

tions of him) -were fenfible how he difappeared. 
Among 

es 
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Among thofe there was David Lindfay of the 

Mount, 2 man of approved worth and honefty, 

and a great fcholar, who in the whole courfe of 

his life abhorred lying: And if I had not received 

the flory from him as a certain truth, I. had omit- 

ted it as a romance of the vulgar.” Buchanan's 

Hiftory folio, page 21. of King James 1V’s reign, 

| LVI. King James V. dreamed, That James 

Hamilton, (who was executed for high.treafon) was 

running at him with his drawa fword; and that firft 

~ he cut off hisright arm, then his Jeft, and threat- 

ned fhortly to come and take away his life; and 

then difappeared. When the King awoke in a. 

fright; and pondering about the event of his. 

dream, word was brought him, that both his fons 

departed this life, almoft at one and the fame time.” 

Buchanan in the Life of K. James V. page 69, folio. 

LVIII. ‘*In the reign of King Henry STEvART,. 
there were two prodigies at that time accompany- 

ing the Kings murder, One of them a little pre- 
ceded the Regicide, and was thus: One Fames 

Lunden a Fife gentleman, having been long fick of 

a fever, about noon-day, before the King was 

killed, lifted. himfelfa little out of his bed, as if he 

had been aftonifhed; cried out to thofe that ftood 

by him, with.a loud voice, ‘‘ Go help the King, for 

the Parricides were juft now murdering him :” And 
a while after, he called out with a mournful tone, 

« Now it is too late to help, for he is already flain.’” 

eras E'3 And 
- 
. 



54 A TREATISE on THE 

And he himfelf lived not long after he had pair 
thefe words.” 

LIX, *‘The other did accompany the murder it- 

felf, Three of the familiar friends of the Earl of 

_.fthole the King’s coufin, men of reputation, for 
valour and eftate, had lodgings not far from the 
King’s. When they were afleep, about midnight, 

there was a certain man, feemed to come to Duz- 

gald Steuart, who lay next the wall, and to draw 

his hand gently over his beard and cheek, fo as -ta 

awake him, faying, Arife, they are offering violence 

tous. He prefently awaked, and pondering upon 
the apparition with himfelf, another of them cried 

out prefently (in the fame bed), Who kicks me? Du- 

eald Steuart anfwered, Perhaps it isa cat. When the 
third (who was not as.yet awake) rofe on the fudden 
out of his bed, and- was going to run away; de- 

manding, Who it was that gave him a box on the 
Ear? As foon as he had fpoke this, one feemed to ~ 

flip out of the houfe by the door, attended with 

forne noife. Whillt they were defcanting on what 

they had heard, felt, and feen; the noife of the 

Kings houfe that was blown up, put them into z 

great confufion” Buchanan, in the reign of Mary 

and Henry Steuarts, Page 191, folio, 

LX. “ Pirscotmis, in the reign ofthe James's, 
relates, That there lived at Glafgow, one Bifhop 

Cameron, who was not only a moft fagitious perfon — 

himfelf, bat had encouraged, by his counfel 

and 
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and example, the court then to live in all manner of 

vice and luxury. Upon a night after he had gone to 

bed, aloud clap of thunder came on, immediately 

followed by a voice, charging him to appear direét- 

ly before God’s Tribunal, to be tried for his crimes, 

which fo ftartled him, That he cried on his atten- 

dants to light a candle; which being done, he fat 

up in his bed, and began to read on a book; when 
the fecond clap of thunder was heard by all of them, 

and as it ceafed, the voice repeated the former 

words ; which being over, the thunder andthe fame 

words were heard diltinétly the third time: and 
as they ceafed, the Bifhop dropt dead in his bed, 

his tongue hanging out of his mouth, as if he had 

been ftrangled,” 

LX, The fame Pirscorrit mentions, ‘* The ap- 

paritions at nights, with heralds in their livery, and 

founding trumpets on the crois of Edinburgh, fum- 

moning a great many of all ranks, to appear againit 

acertain day, at Cock-plot; The perfon who faw 
this vifion, hearing himfelf named among others, 

proteited in hisown name againit the dict; ap- 

pealing to God’s Righteous ‘Tribunal: The con- 

fequence of which was, that all who were fum- 

- moned, followed the King to that fatal battle in 

England, where he and all named in the fammons 

were flain, except the perfon who entered his pro- 

- teft_and appeal.” 

LXII. Door Dopnarice relates, In the life of 

Colonel 

“Sit 
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Golonel.Gardzer, killed.atthe battle of Prefton. in the 

year 1745, That being a young man on his travels at 

Paris, and leading a life of pleafure, he had got 

an aflignation frem a lady to come to her at night; _ 
and being in. his own lodging, with great impati- 
ence waiting the appointed hour, and looking o- 

ver fome book, to pafs the tedious moments, as. 

he took up his head from the book, faw an appari- 

tion, which ftruck him with fuch compunétion of 

mind for his loofe courfe of life, that he not only 

abfented from the aflignation, but lived thereafter 

according to the rules of piety, and the ftrictelt of 

morals.” 

LXIIL. Joun Hxipen relates, “ That Cardi- 

nal Crefcentius, the Pope’s Legate and Vice-ge- 
rent, at the council of Trent,, in.1522, having for 

a whole day laboured to reftore the worfhip of the 

church of Rome, to the utmoft extent of their te- 

nets, and having Leen bufied that day, writing an. 

account of their proccedings to his conftituent ; ia 

the evening, as he intended to relax his mind, and 

‘refrefh himfelf, at his firft rifing from his’ feat, 
there appeared to him a mighty black dog, of a. 

huge bignefs, his eyes flaming with fire, and his 

ears hanging low, nigh to the ground, to enter in, 
and ftreight to come towards him, and couch under 

the board: The Cardinal not a little amazed, but. 

recovering himfelf, calls to his fervants, in the outer 

room, to bring a candle, and feek for the dog; but. 

allin vain, Upon which he was firuck with a fud- _ 
den, 
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den ficknefs, of which he foon died, notwithftand- 

ing all his Phyficians could do to recover him,” Ex. 
Sleid. lib. 23. 

How men are aflured concerning Divine revelati- 

on made to them, is not fo eafy to make out to o- 

_ thers; Yet thefe two things we are fure of, 1/7, That 

God can work+in the mind -of man, either im- 

mediately from himfelf, or by a minifter of his 
holy Will, a firm perfuafion of the truth of what 

he reveals. This no mancan doubt of, that con- 

fiders the irreftible power and influence, which God, 

who made us and perfectly knows our frame, nruft 

needs have on our mind and underftanding. 2d, 

That God never offers any thing to any. man’s be- 

lief, that plainly contradias the natural and efien- 

tial notions of his mind ; becaufe, this would be for 

God to deftroy his own workmanfhip, and to 

impofe that upon the underftanding of a man, which, 

whili it remains what it is, it cannot poflibly admit. 
For inftance, we cannot imagine, that God fhould, 

reveal to any man any thing that plainly contra? 
dicts the efflential perfections of the Divine nature: 

For fuch a revelation can no more be fuppofed to 

be from God, than. a revelation from God that 

there is no God, which is a downright contraditti+ 

on. Now to.apply this to the revelation that God 

is pleafed to make by Second Sight, dreams and 
apparitions; as there is nothing in thefe communi 

 eations repugnant to, but what is altogether con+ 

fiitent with the Divine nature and attributes: 

what colourable reafon, orexcufe, can even infideli- 

ty 
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ty itfelf frame to overthrow the credit of thofe pre- 

diSions, that are minutely accomplifhed and julti- 
fied by the event? When fuch amazing exertions 

of Divine power are fo frequently repeated to the 

poor, fimple and illiterate, as well as to the great,. — 
the rich, and the learaed, to keep them in mind of 
their duty and mortality, by awful tokens of a 

{piruual. nature ; What powerful motive is this,. 
to draw and excite our attention and gratitude? 
What high oblizations fuch manifeft difplays of in- 
finite goodnefs leave us under to admire and adore: 

the ever blefled Deity, whois fo careful to awaken 
and preferve us from a. relapfe into our former er- 

rors? Seeing then, in the foregoing colleftion, in-, 

ftances are condefcended upon. from the dead, to; 

confirm our faith in a future ftate, as well as many 

more to the fame purpofe, from dreams in. fleep,. 

(which refembles death, as it deprives us of any in-. 

formations by the avenues of our bodily fenfes); and 
that befides, we are prefented with.a much.throng- 

er number of inftances of the Second Sight, from: 
perfons that have been awake, at night aud in broad. 

day-light; What greater affurance can.we expec 

or defire of thefe fa&s, than the authority and telti-. 

mony of perfons every way credible? We have fuf- _ 
ficient evidence (if we would give due attention) of | 

the truth of thefe things: We have the diftates of 
our reafon arguing us into this perfuafion, from the _ 
confideration of the juftice of the Divine Providence, 
znd from the promifcuous and unequal adminiitra- 

tion of things in this world, From whence wife 

men 
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‘men in ali ages have been apt to conclude, That 
there will be another ftate of things after this life, 

wherein rewards and spunifhments will be equally 

diftributed: And ‘to affure.us that thefe things are 

certain, we have moft-credible ‘revelations from fa- 

cred and profane hiltory, continned even to our 

own times, from numberiefs inftances, which we 

have no roomto deny, unlefs wilfully we turn fcep- 

Aicat, or are beyond meafure unreafonably obftinate. 

Having thus far infilted on revelation, a fubject or 
the higheft importance, it will be needlefs to bring 

dnftances from Holy Writ, in fupport of a truth fo 

generally acknowledged, as every one may have 

_.accefs'to read them -at-more ‘Jength in their bibles : 

Yet the reader will permit-me to give him two, to 

awhich I.confine myfelf in this place; the firft from 
Eufebius bis Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, page 65 and 66, 

Jib, 4. and the fecond from authentic -tradition, 
-which happened inour own time. 

' LXIV. “ St Porycarp Bifhop of Smyrna, a man 
eminent for his great piety, learning and fanétity of 

manners, when the perfecution crowing hotat Smyr- 
az, the general ery was, Away with the impious ; 

Let Polycarp be fought.fory. The good man, unmo- 

ved at the news, refolved to endure the brunt, until 

his friends, knowing his importance and ufefulnefs 
to the church, prevailed with him to turn afide to a 
‘neighbouring village, where, with a few compani- 
ons, he continued day and night in prayer, earneft- 

dy interceding with Heaven for the peace and tran- 
cuillity 
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quility of all the churches in the world: Threedays 
before he was feized by thofe employed to hunt for 
him, falling ina trance at night, as he was at pray-. 

er, he dreamed, That his pillow was on fire,and was 

burnt to afhes, which, when he awakened, he told 

his friends, and was a prophetic prefage that he 

fhould be burnt alive for the.teftimony of Chrift: 

In the mean while his friends prevailed further with 

him, to retire te another, village, where he was 

found out by the hunters, whom he might have a-— 
voided, but did notychufe it, faying, The Lord’s 

will be done, He was immediately conducted .into 
the city, at the command of Hered the Trenarcha, — 

or Juftice ofthe Peace’ in that diltrid, who was his 

mortalenemy. Being led to the place of execution, ‘ 

a voice was heard from Heaven by many, faying, | 

Polycarp, be ftrong, and quit thyfelf like a man. 

Being brought before the public tribunal, where 

the Proconful having afked, If he was Polycarp, an-— 

fwered in the affirmative; and, though feveral 

deaths and ‘tortures were named, it was agreed at 

length he fhould be burnt; towards which the ap- 

paratus being prepared,. he was tied toa flake, but, 
at his own defire, not nailed; for he faid, he was 

endued with courage enough to abide the fire with- 

out nailing. When the pile was lighted, the flames, 

how violent foever, in a moft marvellous manner, 

forméd themfelves in an arch, foas they did nog 

touch or affect the body of the dying martyr; which 

the cruel unrelenting perfecutors obferving, ordered. 

one prefent to difpatch him with a fword, who ha- 
ving 

mi 
(hy 
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ving thruft him inthe fide, fuch abundance ofblood 
iffued’ from the wound, as extinguifhed the fire, 

Thofe who are curiousto have thismournful theme at 

more length, will find it, in all its circumftances, in 

Doétor Cave’s Lives of the primitive fathers, from 
page 18th, to page 22d, /o/io edition. 

LXV. About forty years ago, one Mr.ALEXANDER 
4unnrson Minifter of the gofpel on the ifland of 

Mull, being vifited late at night by a neighbouring 

gentleman, who was followed bya Jarge prey-hound, 

they tooké/upper ; but after they had gone to bed, 

the grey-hound quarreled with the loufe-cat, and 

foon difpatched it; he then attackeda maid-fervant, 

‘who giving thecry, the Minifter came to refcue her, 
‘but unfortunately was wounded in feveral parts in 

tthe fray; which his wife obferving, both fhe and 

‘her fitter, (a young maid in the houfe), came to the 

minifter’s affiftance, and, in the fcuflle, received 

wounds, having, with much ado, turned out the 

mad dog: He entered a cottage or two hard by, 

where he deftroyed three perfons : All that he had bit 

‘died in the greateit diforder; only Mr, Cunnifon cau- 

fed himfelf to be bled to death. Mr. Fohn Cunnifon 
his father, being alle a Minifter, and living in Kin. 

tyre, had arevelation of the above melancholy fcene, - 

and told his wife and all the family, That, upon that 

very night, his fon, with his wife and feverals of his 

family, had fuffered a violent death, exhorting his 

f{poufe to patience, and a refignation to the will of 

God, that {he might be prepared to receive thofe 
m F ; tidings, 
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tidings, which tere long would fpread, and come to 

her ears‘from all quarters. One Duncan Campbell, 
(who lived a door neighbour to my informer for 

two years) declared ‘to him frequently, that he li- 

ved with Mr. John Cunnifon, a fervant at the time, 

and was in the -houfe the fame night when he told 

the whole family (and himfelf among the reft) the 

tragical end of his fon and others that fuffered on 

the fame occafion. 

One would think it fcarce poffible, that a-deift or 
free-thinker, who perufeth thefe inftances, with 

others of the fame ftamp, (of which the Jewith, 
Chriftian, and Heathen hittory are full), fhould 

be able to impofe on themfelves fo much as te 

deny the truth of apparitions ; but it is to be fea> 

red, while any remain of the fpecies, one er other 

(without the immediate interpofition of Providence) 

will be fo governed by prejudice and rampant lufts, 

as to fly in the face of the moit glaring evidence, 
Itis very remarkable, and claims our utmoft atten-: 

tion, that thofe intimations we receive in dreams, — 

and by the Second Sight, or apparitions, are chiefly 

employed to forewarn us of the approaching end of 
fome relations, neighbours or aequaintances. That 

it is appointed for all men to die, is a truth feen and 

felt univerfally, from the experience of mankind, 

three only excepted; yet thofe who are plunged in 
fenfuality, are-apt to forget that, like any other 

plant, 

“* They are fixed to their peculiar fj-t, | 

~ 46 To draw nutrition, propagate, and rot.” Pore. 
And 
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And therefore fland in need, to be frequently put 
in mind of their mortality, to difpofe them to make 

due preparation, during their pilgrimage here, for 

an after ftate, by avoiding what is finful, and exer- 
ting all their power in charity, and.acts of benevor 

lence, | 

* Seeing then, the firft moment of our breath, 

“ We receive the lurking principles of death.” 

Pore, 

Let us not be dazzléd or intoxicated. with the de- 

ceitful pleafures of this brittle life, which are fo 
much palled in the enjoyment, and often blended 

with fo many unforefeen difappointments, as fpoil 
any relifh they can.afford; and were it not for the 

hope that God hath gracioufly implanted in our 
fouls, of more fincere and unadulterated joys in the 

heavenly: manfions, the fiate of a fow oran afs would 
be more elligible than the condition of man, tho’ 

Lord of this inferior world.. 

LEXVI. Mary. CamMPpsetr, a woman. of acknow- 

Jedged probity and candour, relates, That wher 

fhe was a young girl, living in her father’s heufe 
upon the ifland of Sca/pa, there was a. notable old 

Seer, one Evander Maclihaoldonich, a domeltic in 

the family, who, by the Second Sight, foretold fe- 

veral.events which punctually came to pafs; and, in 

particular, that Kenneth Campbell her brother,. be- 

ing ona jaunt inthe Leaves, and as he was return- 

ing home, accompanied by his fervant, whom he 

had fent upon an errand to a village. at fome diftance, 

| F2 as 
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as the faid Kenneth was folitarily coming on his way, 
he found himfelf feized with a faintifhnefs; which 

fo gained upon him, that he was obliged to ¢rawl 
on all Yours, throngh mires and puddles, to a defo- — 
late cottage, where he remained that night, and, 

after a found fleep, iecovered of his ailment. The — 

old:Seer that night feemed fretifh; and being afked 
the reafon of his being fo much out of humotir, 

told, that the faid Kezxeth Campbell. was not at his 

eafe, and that he obferved him, by the Second 

Sight, in a very diftrefled condition, his cloaths be- 

ine fuddled, and all befpattered with filth and mud; 

which, upon his return to the family next day, he — 

himfelf declared to have been literally true, accor- 

ding to the above prediction. dg 

LXVII. The faid Mary further relates, That one 

Donald M+ Inftalcare, another notable Seer, often 

before the event happened, was frequently alarming 
the people of the family, that murder or manflaugh- 

- ter was foon to happen ‘therein; and fome fhort 

time thereafter, a boy that was fervant to Lauchlan 

MuclLean, a fon-in-Jaw in the family, and then in 

the houfe, having his matter’s piftel in his hand, 
diverting himfelf, by opening and fhutting the pan; 

which the old Seer obferving, g gave him a fhort re- 

primand, and, in an angry manner, defired him to 

-lay the piftol afide; which the boy defpifing, and — 

{till continuing his puerile diverfion, the piftol being 
load, the fhot went off, and killed a young girl that _ 

lay in a bed in the room; by which the Second 

Sight 
= 

a 

oie 
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Sight above narrated, was too literally accompli- 
fhed. 

LXVII.. Another-inftance related by the. faid - 

gentlewoman, of the. forefaid. Evander, is, That . 

her mother. obferving him difcompofed, as. ufual 

with him when he.hada Second Sight, demanded 
what troubled him at that time: Upon which he 

told, That he was greatly furprized at what he had 

feen, not only then, but often before,.viz. The.buft 

of a man, ora body without a head, carried to the. 

houfe, particularizing its apparel, being a jacket 

with white buttons, which, as.it entered at the 

_ door, feemed to fall in a part clofe by it, and.then 
vanifhed from his fight. . Thereafter, the gentle- 
woman’s fon, ftrolling thro’ the ifland, found a bo- 

_ dy on the fhore,. as before defcribed, and returning. , 

home, ordered the fervants to carry it toa fit place. 

of interment; accordingly. they went, taking with | 

them fome fpokes from the back of the door where 

the body feemed to fall, which they employed to. 
carry the body to the grave.. 

LXIX. A young girl was contraéted to a gentle- 
man in the Lewes, equal to her in birth and other 
circumftances; yet a Seer that lived about the fa- 
mily, frequently told her, fhe fhould never be mar- 
ried to that man; and even upon the night. when 
the Parfon who came on the place to join their 
hands, the bride and bridegroom being eompleatly | 
drefled, and ready waiting to fulfill. the. ceremony, 

F 3 : the. 
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the Seer perfilted in what he had fo often, aflerted, . 
In the mean time, the bride having ftept out of the 

room after night fell, fhe was met with by a gen- 
tleman, atthe head of twelve perfons, who..carried 

her to a boat hard by, and, conducting her to an_ 

ifland at fome diftance from the continent, waited 

there until they were married, and the Seer’s pre- 

diction fulfilled. I had this ftory told me by a gen- 

tleman, one Donald MacLeod; lineally defcended 

of the MacLeods of Lewes, a family now extinéts 
but once a great antient and fiourithing family, de- 

{cended from the Norwegian Kings, who poflefled 

the Ifle of Maz, and the weitern Hebrides for feve- 

ral centuries.* 

LXX. LaucHiranMacKinnon of Corrichatachan, 

aperfon of known candour, and unblemifhed mo- 

rals, informed me, That, on a.certain night, he 

dreamed, that he was at /lifini/h in» Mull, and 4 

obferved that country hada more agreeable afpect 

than ufual; and thatas he advancedto the manfion- 

houfe, he was met and cloldly received by the land- 

Jord, who having invited him in, they turned — 
ito an apartment, in. which there was °a ftanding 
bed, where the liad-lord ail on the. fudden; tum- 
bled, Aretched himfelf at his full. length, and lay 
on his back; and that immediately thereafter, the 
deceafed Mr. Alexander Nicolfon of the, Epifcopal 
Clergy, appeared, and feemed to whifper Mifinifh 
fomething in his ear,and then went out of the room, 
He told this dream in the morning to his f 

+ 

fpoufe, 
Cd 

‘ and | 
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and within a few days, as they were fitting down 

to dinner, a courier prefented him with a packet 

of letters, fealed with black wax ; upon which he 

retired, and. having opened the letters, found M7//- 

nije departed this life the very night he had the 
above dream; and, having gone to the imterMent, 

on his arrival, and entering the houfe, found the 

corpfe laid in that bed and room, he had dreamed of 

buta few days before. . 

LXXI; I was credibly informed, on a Jate jaunt 

to Glenelg, that the nick-named ferjeant, famous 

for the Second Si ght, and fo often mentioned in the 

courfe of this Collection, faw himielf oft times cloath- 

ed in ared-coat; difcovered the fame to fome inti- 

mates; and that Lieutenant Donald MacLeod, find- 

“ing him an idler, eafily lifted him for a recruit in 

1759 5 which ‘he complied with, probably more 
from a divme impulfe, than any inclination to a mi- 

litary kind of life, to which his age and tender cons 

ftitution feemed but ill to agree. 

LXXII. Joun WariGurt, a young man, wholi- 

ved at Ligesdale in Morvern, travelling to Srrontian, 

>on a Sunday morning, «bout the middle of April 

1738, faw apiilar of fire afcending out of Jofeps 

Bell's chimney, (grieve-mafter of the lead-mines) 

moving flowly in the air, and directing its courfe 
untill it fell on the deck of a fhip within piftel-fhot 

ofhim: And that fame evening; three young wo- 

men, from Mr. Be/l’s houfe, and eleven'more per- 
Cu ; fons 

ye 
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fons went a-pleafuring to faid fhip ; where having. 
diverted themfelves for fome:time, they all fet out 

for land in the fhip’s yoal; when one Samuel Mac- - 
Leod, who was hindmoft of their company, fpying~ 

the yoal fetting off from the fhip’s fide, made a leap, . 

and lighting on the gunnal of the yoal, overfet her ~ 

all at once, fo that the whole of their number, be- - 

ing fixteen including two of ‘the fhips crew, dropt — 

into the-fea, and ‘two girls were drowned, one of . 

which was daughter of faid Mr. Be//.. By which | 

it appears, the-faid pillar of fire portended her fa- 
tal untimeous end. And it is very obfervable on» 

this occafion, before this drowning happened, cries, . 

noife, and lamentation, were heard at fundry times, - 

by feverals about that fhore, which was no more . 
heard after the above melancholy accident, 

LXXIII. The unfortunate Lord Baveet, faw 

diftin@ly the figure-or impreffion of a_mort head, on 
the looking glafs in his chamber, that very mor- 
ning he fet out for the fatal place of rendefvouze, . 

where he loft his life in a duel; and afked of. 
- fome that ftood by him, If they obferved that. 

ftrange appearance? Which they anfwered in the 
negative, His remains were interred at Bergen-op- 

Zoom, over which a monument was erected, with — 
the emblem of a looking-glafs imprefled witha mort: 
head, to perpetuate the fuprizing reprefentation . 
which feemed to indicate his approaching untime- 
ly end. Ihad this narration from a field-officer, 
whofe honour and candour is beyond fufpicion, as 

he 

‘ 
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he had it himfelf from General Steuart in the Dutch 

fervice. The monument ftood intire for a long 

‘time, untill it was partly defaced, when that ftrong 

place was reduced by the weaknefs or teachery of 

Croafirom the governor. : 

LXXIV. Mr. James Grant, prefent {choolma{- 

ter at Glenelg, a modeft young man, who ftudies 

divinity to qualify himfelf for the miniftry, in- 

formed me, That he was intimately acquainted 

with a young man of fifteen years of age, or there- 

by, living in Baxff/hire, who frequently had the 

Second Sight, in broad day light ; and that upon a 

day as they walked together in the fields, his com- 

panion afked him, if he faw a company at fome dif- 

tance, carrrying a corpfe on abier, ona path that 

jJeads toa church-yard? Which, tho’ the declarant 

looked never fo much that way, he could not per- 

ceive. Butthe next day, in conjunction with the 

Seer, he faw really a gathering of men, carrying a 

corpfe that way to be interred ; and moreover de- 

clares, the fame young man had often feen vifions 

of that kind, which were punctually accomplifhed. 

From which, and numbers of inftances in other 

parts far and near, it appears, that this kind of in- 

telligence, is not confined to the weftern. iflands of 

Scotland, or continent adjacent, but prevails in e- 

very kingdom, and indeed more or lefs, tho in dif- 

ferent ways, throughout every part of the known. 

world, in all ages, fo far as my ferutiny could reach. 
L 

- 

Pee fe 
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Thad lately fent me a fmall pothumous pamphlet 
on the Second Sight, writ.by Mr. 7042 Frafer, dean 

_ of the weferniflands, and minifer of Tiree and 

Coll, who, according to Mr. Simfon; the editor, and — 

what I heard from old men, his contemperaries, was — 

a perfon of found, unblemifhed morals; was pundctu- 

al in his duty as a minifter; and was pofleft of good: 

infight in theology, and.other parts of ufeful learn- 
ing: He feemed ftrongly to believe the doétrine of 
the Second Sight, from the dihgent careful enquiry” 

je made in many in%ances among his own parith- 
oners; befides what he had told him by a learned © 

gentleman, (as he calls. him) a native of the iland 
cf Man, But whether or not he intended to pub- 

dith his fhort Memoirs, is not fo certain, as that he 

confined himfelf to five authentic inftances ; which 
I thought fit to give-the reader in. his. own. words, 

as follows. 

LXXV, ‘The firft inflance is by a Servant of my 

own, whohad the trult of my barn, and nightly: 

Jay in the fame: One day he told me, He would not 

aay longer lye there, becaufe nightly he: had feen 

a dead corpfe in his winding fheet, ftraighted befide 

him, particularly at the fouth-fide of the barn. A- 

bout an half year thereafter, a young man that had > 

formerly been my fervant, fell dangeroufly fick, and 

expecting death, would needs be carried near ny 

houfe, and fhortly thereafter he'died, and was laid. 

up a night before he was buried, in the fame. indi- 

vidual barn and place that was foretold; and im, 

mediately 
* 
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mediately the Servant that foretold this, came to 

me, and minded me of the predi&ion, which was 

clearly out-of my mind, till.he {poke of it.” 

LXXVI. “ The fecond inftanceis after this man- 

ner: ‘I was refolved to pay a vilit to-an Engli/h 
gentleman, Sir William Sacheverel, who-had acom- 

miffion from the Exgii/h court of Admiralty, to give 
his beft trial to find eut gold or money, or any o- 

ther thing of note, in one of the fhips of the Spani/b 

Armada,that was blown up in the Bay of Topper-mo- 

ry, in the Sound ef Mul/; and having condefcended 

upon the number of men that were to go with me, 

one of the number was a handfome boy that waited 

upon my own perfon, and about an hour before I 

made fail, a woman that was alfo one of my own 
fervants, fpoke to one of the feamen, and bade him 

diffuade me to take that boy along with me, or if 1 

did, Ifhould not bring him back alive; the feaman 

anfwered, He had not confidence to tell me fuch un- 

warrantable trifles; I took my voyage, and failed 

the length of Topper-mory, and having Raid two 

or three nights with that:literate and ingenious gen- 

tleman, who himfelf had collected: many obfervati- 

ons of the Second Sight inthe Ifle of Alan, and com- 

pared his notes and mine together ; in end,-I took 

Jeave of him, . In the mean time my boy grew fick 

of avehement bloody flux; the winds turned crofs, 
that I could neither fail nor row ; the boy died with 

‘me the eleventh night from his:decumbiture; -the 

‘hext morning the wind made fair, and the feaman, 

to 
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to whom the matter was foretold, related the whole 

ftory when he faw it verified. I carried the boy’s 

corpfe aboard with me, and, after my arrival and 

his burial, I called fuddenly for the woman, and 

afked at her, what warrant fheshad to foretell the 

boy’s death ? She faid,. that fhe had no other war- 

rant, but that fhe faw, two days before I took my 
voyage, the boy walking with me in the fields, few- 

ed up in his winding theets, from top to toe ; and 

that fhe had never feen this in others, but fhe found — 

that they fhortly thereatter died ; and therefore con- 

cluded, that he would die too, and that fhortly. 

In the ifle of Maz, the inhabitants, under night, 

before burials, fee lights, or a number of candles 

moving from fhips that are at anchor on the coatft, 

or from houfes in their cities, to the church-yards, 

which is a forerunner of interment the next day. » I 

had this account from a modelt perfon that was on 

the ifland when fome of theie amazing fcenes. were 

obferved.” 

LXKVII. ‘* The third inflance was thus; Dun- 

can CampseLt brother-german to Archibald Camp- 

hell of Invera, a gentleman of fingular piety and 

confiderable knowledge, efpecially in Divinity, told 

me a ftrange thing of himifelf; That he was at a time 

in Kintyre (having then fome employment there), 

and, one morning walking in the fields; he faw a do- 

zen of men carrying a bier, and knew them all but 

one; and when he looked again, all was evanifhed. 

The very next day, the fame company came the 
Jame 

- 
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fame’ way carrying a°biér, and he going to mect 
them, found that they were but eleven in number, 
and that he himfelf was the twelfth, tho’ he did not 

notice it before; and, it is to be obferved, that this 

gentleman féver faw «ny thing of this kind beforé } 

or ‘after, ‘till his dying day: moreover, that he was 

of fuch folid judgement and devout converfation, 
that his ng deferves an erty oa Nn 

LXXVIII. “ The fourth inftance | had, to my 

great grief, from one Fohn MacDonald, x fervant 

of Lauchlan’ Machean of Coll; who-was then newly 

returned from: Holland, having the charge of a 
captain: This'gentlemancame one afternoon abroad 
to his paftime in the fields, and this Fobu MacDo- 

wald meets him, and feeth his cloaths fhining like 

the fkins of fifhes, and his periwig ali wet, though 

indeed the day was very fair; whereupon he told 

privately even then, to one of Co//’s gentlemen, 

that he feared he fhould be drowned: This gentle- 

man was Charles MacLean, who gave me account 
of it.’ The event followed about a year thereafter + 

for the Laird of Co/f was drowned in the water 3 
Lochy in Lochaber. examined both Charles Mac- 

Léa and John MacDonald, and found that the 
prediétion was’ as he told me; and the faid Fohn 
MacDonald could produce no other warrant, than 

that he found fuch figns frequently before, to forego 
the like- events. This man, indeed, known ‘0 

have many '‘vifions of this ‘Aind, but he was” none of 
she a life.” 

G LXXIX. « The 

? 
) 
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LXXIX. ‘The fifth inftance.is ftrange, and yet 

of certain truth, and known to the. whole, inhabi- 

tants of the ifland of Figg, dying in, the latitude of 

56d. 20m. north; longitude j14 degrees. , There : 

was a tenant in this ifland, that was.amative,, a fol. 

lower of the Captain of Clanrayald, that, lived, ina 

town called Killdonan, in the, year, of ; Gon 168 Sa 

whe told publicly to the whole. inhabi ints, upon 

the Lord’s day, after divine fervice, ‘by ather 0’- 

Rain, then:prick of that place, That.theyfhould,all — 

flit out of that ifle, and plant themfelves fomewhere 

elie, becaufe that people of ftrangeé and different ha- 

bits» andyarms: were:to come to the ifle, and.to ule 

all acts: of hoftility,:as killing, burning; tirling,.and — 

deforcing,of women ;, finally, to difcharge all:that 

the handsnof an.enemy! could .do, but.,wvhat they 

were, or whence they, came,, he could not, tell, . At 

the firf there.wasno regard, had.to shis words, but 
frequently,, thereafter he begeed.of them to notice | 

what he, fad, otherwife they dhould, repentyit when 

they could not help.it, which took fuch an imprefli- 

on upon fome of his near acquaintance, as that. fe~ 

verals of them tranfported themfelves and their fa~ 

milies, even then, ,fome to the Ile of. Cannay, fome | 

to the Meof Rum,, fourteen days before the enemy 

came thither, under the command of one Major: Fer. 

gufon and Captain Pottinger, whilft .there. awas no 

word of their;coming,,or any tear of them conceiv- 

ed. Inthe month of fuze 1689 this man fell fick; 

and Father 0’Rain came to {ee him, in order to give 

him the benefit of abfolution and extreme, unétion, 

\ vIex : 7 aeicane | 
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attended with feveral: of the inhabitants of the ifle, 

who; imuthe firft yplace, narrowly queftioned : him 
before hié friends,vand ‘begged of hiny to°Fecant: his 
former) folly; and hisewain' prédiétion ;) to’ whom he 
anfwered,«‘That ithey fhould find-very fhortly the 
truth:of-what he hadi fpoken, and fo he:died) And 

within fourteensor fifteen: days thereafter, I was 
eye-witnels <(beingsthea a) prifoner “with Captain 

Pottinger) to the truthtof what he did fortell; and 
being before-hand well inftruéted of all that he faid, 

Tid adihite to fée it particularly verified ; ; Aefpkcial- 
yy that of the different habits and arms, fome be- 

_ ing clad with red coats, fome with white coats and 
" Brenadier: caps, fome armed’ with fword and pike, 
and fine with” the aad musket. 

awod , 

. Lich Mr. Simson, the editor oft the above pam: 
Wisi hisinftance. ** A Noble Peer of this nation, be- 

Fone morning in his bed-chamber, and’ attended 
6 feveral. perfons, when his fervant had put a new 

Coat upon his lord} a gentleman ftanding by, prefent- 
¥y cried’ out; For’ Goo’ s' fake, ry Hotel: “put of 
‘that’ coat: and being asked the reafon? Hereplied, 
‘That he faw a whinger or poniard ftick in the 
brealtoFi it. The Noble:Peer, eftceming this asa mere 
fancy; replied, This coat is honeflly come by, and 
I'fee no reafon why’ f rhay not wear it, The’ gentle- 
man ftill’ intreated)' and earneftly craved that it 

might be put off ; upon which debate, the Noble 
‘Peer’s lady not being far off, came in, and being 

informed: of the whole affair, intreated. her Lord 
G2 to 
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to comply with the gentlemani’s defire; which he 
cid ; mean time one of the fervants ftanding by; 
defired the Jady to give it him, and? he! would 
wear it; the granted his requeft; who put it on, and 

‘ere night he was'ftabbed by a poniard, iin. that'very 
place which the gentleman had pointed to in the — 
morning. ‘This relation I had from a very’ ingeni- 
ous and underftanding eee who was. ee 
child to, the faid. Nable Peers” vii8 9 

LXXXI. The inftance given, ~ Filer RT Hate 

cray of Urie, the author of the Apology for the 

Quakers, concerning Archbilhop Sharp, as the fame 

is delivered by Robert. Barclay of Urie his. fon ; 
‘Upon the third of Alay 1679; as he was travelling | 
home trom Edinburgh in his coach, he was murde- 
red; It being very remarkable, that fome few days 

before the murder, Jebert Barclay being uponajour- 

ney to the yearly meeting at Edinburgh, in compa- ‘9 

ny with his wife’s fifter, and they being carly on 
horfeback, at the Eaft Ferry, as they pailed by, the 
kirk, (which belonged to the Archbithop), , cloie by — 

the end of the town, they heard: a moft. terrifying 
howling noife, which was altonifhing ; -upon which 

they fent the feryant to look into. it: Shouse the 

windows, who could then perceive nothing. ; but 

no fooner returned to them, than the. nowe “begen 

again, and, continued till they rode out. of. hearing. — 

This account both he and his filter gave immediate- 

ly after, and fhe, in my hearing, repeated the fame, 

but a few years ago, to a company viliting her at 
her 
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_ Ker own houfe in Newca/ile, confifting of quakers 

and others. This I mention as matter of fa&, with- 

out any other reflection.” 

| é ‘There is another kind of divination, by looking 

in the fhoulder-blade of a fheep, goat, &c. asin a 

book, by which fome fkilfull in that occult fcience, 

pretend to read future events, fuch as the death of 

fome remarkable perfon, ina particular tribe or fa- 
- mily; foretell general. meetings, battles, blood- 

fheds, &c, and in what quarter of the kingdom, 
or country, they are to happen: And befides will 

defcribe what numerate money is to be found in the 

cuftody of the owner of the fheep, &c. I had {fe- 

veral inftances of this kind told me, that were 

_ vouched to conviction, which I omit, as it is be- 

_ yond my prefent purpofe to enlarge further on the 
fubjedt,- but leave it to the curious, 

_» However, as I happened to make mention of it, I 

prefume the reader will forgive me, to deliyer my 
‘private opinion. of this kind of prediction, which, 

if 1 miftake. not, is another fpecies of the Second 

Sight, tho’ Jefs frequent, and feems to arife from 

ithe. fame fource, being convey ed tothe intelleé, bya 

fpivitual commerce, with the ‘intelligent principles 

‘within ps,. apparently to enforce, and asa farther 

illuftration of the Second Sight, to which it hath fo 

"near a refemblance, that by the: joint evidence of 
two 9, SPARUSFING, witnefles, from the "fame original, 

' the 

G3 
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the fomentuous trath of iodine, might be adt 
mitted’ and-afcerrainéd sotito bury 

Loud 7 2 - aK 

For,, as in the Second: ‘Sight,. no topic,. to-our com-- 

prekenfion (at leaft to mine); ‘can’ bé‘condefeended’ 
upon from material caufes, for the eventsit fores 

tells; “fo inthis of the fhoulder-bladej!*the fame dift 
ficulty occurs without the’miniftry-of Ypiritual a 
gents ; bat that ‘being: allowed, it is cafy to: fee. its 

wefiilnefs; to reject and “confute’ the uncomfortable 
ddrine of our modera Saddticees. ‘Indéed: there i 

are fo many’ this; ahd fo mucli® oF legerdemain — 

current amon g the profefforg of the Romz/h church, 
in thefe pretended mii taclésahd'révélations they | ‘ae 

fcribe to faints and’retiques, in fupport of their ab- 
{ urd” do&rine, which they are at a’léfs How to maitr- 
rain” orberwife from tiie written word: of Gony 

that itis no wondér, it fhould” be a caveat to’ thofe 

of. another perfuation, not to be too rafh in admit-- 

ung Ww shat i is beyond natural” powers, as it might af. 

Re a handle to thofe ‘patrons ofa’ ‘Pia Fraus; te 

pals their impoftures. on others, as” well as thofe 

within their own communion; but tirofe methods of 
divination I have mentioned; are conveyed unto us- 

‘from men without any Tach defign; pérfons fof all 

( 

ranks and profellions, who. ‘have no intereft of temp- 
tation to invent and propagate ridiculous’ ‘lies and > 
falfehoods, to impofe-on the: crediility of'mankind’; © 

~ and therefore we owe in charity,to a number of Seefs 
whote prediftions have exactly tallied with: circun- 

ftances. 
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Mances of time and place,.to believe their declara- 
tions to-be candid and genuine, 

Pgty* + Pe ee 

4 Eos us oes sdackafitee paltevalevirpthle mad folly 
of infidelity, repugnant to: admitted "principles and 
the fenfe of all learned and good’ men that ever ap- 
peared inithe world, but, with due reverence, refign 
ourfelves to the great Author of our beings, anden-. . 
deavour to gain. his. favour, by the purity of our 
lives; and a thankful. acknowledgment of the obli- 

-gations-he hasJaid on us; -beyond-all other terreftri- 

al'creatures.: This furely fhould:be our condué, as 
we muft:know‘ourfelves to be men, limited, accoun- 

‘ table, and dependent*beings, The ‘profeffed free- 
thinker and: Jibertine nuit.acknowledge. the truth 
-of this ‘conelufion, ‘wnlefs he take.it in his head to 

“maintain; “That, beeaufe wrong principles are often 
‘entertained'and® built upon) there. are in nature no 

right principles’; Becaufe’ error frequently prevails, 
there iste truth; Becaufé artand fallacy with fome, 

pals for folid‘reafoning; ‘there is» no-fuch thing as 
Bh reafonitg} Or; becaufe there are cafes in which 

men acon’ “Rafty conclufions, | they ‘allow to thefe 

‘the influence that is only due'to deliberate and jut 
Sy Fal “Wher perfon atrives at the’ height ‘of 

pied with, as he eleraiie with: ssRGHEIDIE prejo 

e, and i is prepare ed to Rifle and reject the plaineft 
t ease & a {wallow and raake sUUn for’ ‘the ihoft 

pst cee of ER RL G4 Bo. os Saaatinn zie 
owstis ay eS Ju The 

~ 

i 
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_ ‘The immortality of the-foul, isa truth that has 
been, and will be acknowledged by all modeft: and 
judicious perfons, in which the moft favage nations 
agree, and is only denied bya few, who, :believ- 
ing themfelves beyond.all others arrived at the pi- 
nacle of knowledge and wifdom, are, as ajuft judge- 
ment of their daring impiety, funk into the loweft 
clafs of fools and idiots. Had deifts,atheifts, libertines, 

or even any of their hopeful Family, who deny the 
immortality of the foul,. at any time demonftrated, - 
that a fcene fuch asisinftanced above, may arife, and 

haye its completion from other caufes, different from — 
an intercourfe betwixt fpirits; he mult be excufed to 

featter the infection of his impious principles, tho’ 

confefledly detrimental to: individuals, .and the 
whole race of mankind : But as no age has. furni- 

thed a perfon fo qualified,that could give any credi- 

ble or tolerable account, how dreams and appariti- 

ons are fulfilled. in manner and fubftance, as they 
are prefigured, without the miniftry of {pirits;.me- __ 
thinks it is the height of folly to embrace. new dan- 

gerous fpeculations, how much foever fet_ off with 
all the advantage:of learning and Janguage, when 
they make us rather.worfe than better, feeing that the 

poifon they contain,tho’ delicate, operates ee ftrong- 

ly as to fhut our eyes, againtt ; all. srideneth and onr 
interglt, enmport| and ctesnal of ae Udsiw | ‘ i Tr 

1 > ~' 

f lt concerns every man, that would fot trifle away 
his foul, and fool himfelf into irrecoverable mifery, | 
avith the greateft ferioufnefs, and a mind prepared, 

to 

Te a eS 

fm et i 

ee le ee 

= 

ee 

ee 



a8 E C,O'ND) S hGH TY a Sr 

to lye open, to-conviction,. to! examine and enquire, 
whether)a.correfpondence,is maintained, betwixt, {pi- 
tits; orif.there is, any tyuth.in Revelation, . All 
awicked, men are of |,3.party, againit religion and re, 
velation:; Luft or intereft engageth them againft it: 
Hence it:comes to. pafs, that they are apt to flight, 
and overlook the itrongeft arguments, that are 
brought to fupport the credenda,and to,cry up.very 
weak ones, ‘that have the, leat fhadow, to counte- 

mance - vse ggg H 2tdiy mi .9¥i2207 Sy QMS: 
tM von ier shane! om fiy mot 

doow hag set San us more to. be. fatisfied- in, than 

Whether there bea Gop, or our fouls: be immortal? 

“Af fo; Whether, in that eternal eftate which remains 
forimen, after this. life, they fhall-be happy,..or mi- 
‘ferable for -ever,, according «as ‘they -have demeas 
ned themfélves ju this! world?: If thefe things are 
true, they are of infinite confequence to us; and 
therefore it highly concerns us, to fatisfy our minds 
one way or other about! them; ‘and not, as atheitt 

-cal men: do, ‘tobe playéd and: jefted withal,) There 

‘is no greater afguinent‘of alight and inconfiderate 
.perfon, than. profanely to fof at religion. ‘To exa; . 

mine feverely, and debate ferioufly, the principles » 

“of: teligion, and the truth of revelation, ‘is worthy 

‘of a wife man; but, to turn it into raillery, and to 

“think to confute it by two or three bold jokes;) this 

mau doth: ‘not render religion’ of revelation): ee 

himfelf, ridiculous. Fit ; 

When 



9 A TRIEATIS'‘E on ITE 

“when a‘perfon; fuch as has béen mentioned; whe _ 
has a 'revélation in fleep, op awake) particularly and 
expreflydechired the évént ‘thatché fippoled tobe 
reprefented,: in! a LeeHE extiibicéd “beforerthe event - 

happened, Or cotlldspomibly’ be fore ten" bythuman 
figacity and penetration’; thé trator thaereve- 
lation ftands’ firm, ‘and is*juftified by itwaccomplifhe — 

ment :/ And, atthe fame "time, ‘ip eioh powerfully 

confirms- thé -exifeniee*anidl ageney OE TpiFES “Any, | 
feeing we receive, in this lifey ’manyinfermations — 

! 

ee oe a Le Pp 

from vifions, dreams, founds and apparitions, that — 

are ‘certain and uriqueftionable;!‘wét have no réom > 
to doubt, but’the foul releafed ‘fromthe body, (vo ~ 

which the is*{o intimately ®united) .will thet be! in- : 

cotnparably “better eliabled to! exert itfelfyand! to 
acquire a more: confummate! knowledge of whatin 
the flefh fhe: could noti-fee butvery obfeurely, and — 
fo:continue (for ought we:know) to:improve and — 

advance in. all-{cience competent to creatures of our 

rank, to all eternity., Thus: we. fee Gop has not, 

atany time, or in any country,. left. himfelf :with- 
out.a, Wwitnefsy;but.has, injevery ages. and) in: all 
places, | for, wife. _ends,’ illuminated fome of (all ranks, 

to confound. and ‘humble. the pride. of thofe. concei- 

ted. perfons,. who. will: admit. of..no. truth, but. what ( 

agrees with. demonttration ; whereas, they embrace. . 

- the greateft abfurdities, without any evidence; but 

what arifes, from. a poor ridiculous Prenleg.ct oft the: 
queftion. ote =e a 

aa 

Could’ 
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Could: we, with | Newton’s' piercin g fagacity, pry 

into the moft extenfive furvey of the number, ufeand 
regularity of thofe ftupenduous fyftems above ; even 

then; our apprelienfions,. (as;Mr. Harvey obferves), 
- would*be little better:'than thofe dim images, which 
the midle’ come above ground) receives on herfeeble 

fights To {ean univerfal nature, and penetrate in- 

to hér inmoft recefles, witha critical cxaétnefs,, is 

‘beyond: our) fphere, and,is an, attempt that -will 
bring the acuteft Philofpher almoft,on.a level with 

the\unleanned'! Since;to dive into, the, eflence .of 
thinigsywouldabe. impoflible. And impradicable by 
the ‘ones as wellias the other..—+-Let:us not | there- 

‘ fore; be pulhedon,by , iabdebty,, beyond the Jength 

of our tether; to’ pretend to fathom the depth of 
Mature, unequal’ to our -Jimited capacities, and 

which are unattainable while we dwell ia_thefe 

houfes.of clay: but, rather feck what is obvious to 

find, eafy to.be-acquired, and.of moft advantage 

when. poflefled.. .. The; neceflary dines. of our: -duty 
are ‘few and plain; cannot be difproved by the 

learned ; exceeded, or better. accommodated for the 

benefit of mankind by the molt exalted genius; 
ite ihdty ; i! the firft place, we love, and ealons 

whetee | 

live, move, a died have our + beings, avert in the next 

plates that sveodo'to our fellow creatures as we 
would haveithom behave towards ourfelves.0) This 
isthe furimary of our'duty, in fhort hand; -and if 

practifed,’ we Will fnd'the ben means. to make us 
bt) Susie! bepetew 967 9 os'9 tite ye be . 

qr ealy 
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éafy and hadpe inthis life, and alfo give pre belt 
chance of a bleffed Sadana 

“My enciet froth the Seca Pe doceaal 
’ and apparitions, of the exiftence of fpirits, and the 

immortality of the foul, though  ebvious,! will,:1 
apprehend, be againtt the creed of our modern — 

Free-thinkers, who treat that awful truth, in the _ 

hours of their mirth and vanity, as the fubje& of 

profane mirth and raillery, as phantoms, or the idle 
‘dreams of fuperftitious brains, What madnels 

and extravagance, thus to deride infinite wifdom, 

armed with Almighty Power, laugh at dammation, 

and recreate a jovial fancy with’ the moft daring — 
impiety! If any libertine think that 1 have fafled, 

of fetting the cafe in a clear light, to obtain’ my 

defired' end, I would be obliged to the ableft .of 

their formidable corps, to fhew, with a greater: or 
equal decree of certainty, from what other fource 

the faid topics are fuggefted: but if any one wan- 

tonly rejects fo great a cloud of witneflés, without 

condefcending on good reafons for his diffent, he 

deferves eaten to be pitied than argued with; fo 

that he mult be left to the wretched ‘delufion’ of a a 

ftéeled untra@able confcience. 

I iouare Ue that, in the conference which gaye 

rife to an enquiry about the Second Sight, it was 

obferved, that it is only feen by mean, filly, illite- 

rate. people, which isja. ftale objeétion, that hath : 

been ftarted by others, whocither wanted leifure (as 

they 
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they thought it of no importance), or were not 

willing to give themfelves the trouble of a fair exa- 

mination; but as hiftory, antient and modern, a- 

bound with inftances of dreams, vifions and appa- 

ritions, exhibited to Emperors, Kings, Princes, 

“Generals and Patricians, the great men. of Greece 

and Rome, and that even in this treatife before you, 

feveral of the clergy, as: well as of all ranks among 

the laity, are mentioned, whofe honour, con{cience 

and charaéters exeem them from being fufpected 

to pafs a cheat upon mankind, who had thefe im- 

preflions, by which they foretold events that came 

_ to pafs: Give me leave to expect that none will in- 

fift further on that objection ; and yet, if any that 
are incredulous and immerfed in the bottomlefs pit 

of doubt, after running over fo many evidences as 

care before mentioned, fhould infift to have a cate- 

gorical anfwer of the queftion, to whom, and by 

whom, future events, (nolefs than the death of 

the living when in perfeé health) are exactly fore- 

told; Itakeit for generally granted, that the foul 

-of man alone is capable of fuch information ; as to 

his material vehicle it hasno other excellency or pre- 

‘eminence, in that refpe&, beyond the reft of terref- 

trial creatures, fince matter, ex fua matura, cannot 

ac but in confequence of its being a&ed: upon, 

much lefs is it invelted with a divining quality, 
which would be grofs abfurdity to aflert, and I be- 

lieve fuch as the moft conceited free-thinker would 
not find it his intereft to own, or maintain, The 

fecond part of the propofition, by whem fuch no- 

. H tices 
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tices are given, is eafily folved, from. the anfwer 

made to the firft part.of the Query; That, as matter 

is incapable of tree-agency per fe, that knowledge 

which the foul of man receives of future events, 

moult be infpired from, .and communicated by an 

intelligent fpiritual Being, either immediately from__ 

himfelf, or by appointment of an infinitely Bounti- 

full, and only wife Creator, for the inflruGion of — 

mankind, and upholding their faith in a moft ef- | 
fential part of their knowledge, that of the im- 
mortality of the foul, without which, that of life 

itfelf would become a burden, mankind he mife- 

rable, and an herfe or anafs, void of hope, fear, or 

any other folicitude, but inftint, -would be far 

more happy in what-the earth produces fpontane- 

oufly, than’the greateft monarch ’on.carth, amidft 
the pomp and fplendor of a court, in what luxury 

can invent. This laft opinion may feem better 

fupported, when we confider, that fince every age ; 

has produced practical atheifts and libertines, | 

Gop Almighty, of his good-will and great conde- 
feenfion to mankind, was pleafed likewife, coéval 

with the firt dawn of atheifm, in every country 

and age, to diftribute the knowledge of future e- — 

~ yents, thereby to give fuch ample manifeftations — 
of his infinite power, goodnefs and wifdom, to. 

thofe mifcreants, who would not open their eyes — 

to read the legible traces of thofe perfections, plain- 

ly exhibited in this vifible frame of the creation, as 
* would not only fecure themfelves and the generali- # 

ty of therace, from the frightful infestion of infi-’ 

delity, 
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delity, but alfo ferve to confound the daring mon- 

{ters of impiety, who will not part with their fins, 
even when fo many examples from the dead, (befides 

Mofes and the Gofpel), are brought in evidence a- 

_gain{t them, 

“It is no great breach of charity to fuppofe, that 
there areftill in the world fome frantic perfons, 

who, under a vail, conceal their infidelity, queftion 

the exiftence of fpirits, and the immortality of the 

foul; notwithftanding what the Sages of antiquity, 
very eminent divines, and the univerfal voice of 

nature have always proclaimed to the contrary: 

yet fhould any of thefe have the will and opportu- 

nity to éxamine, with: due attention, and without 

prejudice, thefe prediaions, exemplified in number- 

Jefs undeniable inftances of the Second Sight, it is, 

methinks, impoflible they can be fo bjind or ftupid, 
as not to open their eyes,and admit the tefiimony of. 

fo many examples. For, however ftiff and tenacious 

the pretenders to free-thinking have been, or refolve. 

to remain,again{t the reafons.and:arguments drawn 

from hiftory facred and profane,. to- prove order 

and direction manifeftly. difplayed in all the fyftems 

that compofe the univerfe ; it is-fearce credible they 

would be fo hardy and unmanned, as-to fly in the 

face of a current of antient and modern experience : 

And although they may raife duft, to. cloud. the 

teftimony of the.illiterate vulgar, yet this can never 

ferve their. turn, as they find in this Treatife, ine 

H 2 — ftances 
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ftances of dreams and the Second Sight, afcertained 

by numbers to rife in judgment againft them. 

alts: lately perufed Mr, Voltaire’s Letter to the 

Prince of Prufia, 1 find him paying his compli-— 

ments to his royal correfpéndent, for the favour 
of fending bin a little treatife concerning Mr. | 
Wolfe, whofe metaphyfics he regards as one of the | 

utmoft efforts of human genius; and feemed very : 

fond of another treatife from the fame hand, upon — 

the immor tality of the foul, and other articles of © 

the higheft importance: But, if the celebrated /ol-— 

taire, in his retreat, and ae his philofophic in- — 

quiries, fhould deign to relax his mind, and caft an ~ 

eye on this fmall performance , (which does not ap- 

year in the pompous drefs of learning, or-ftudied: . 

sertede he would perhaps find it more concife and 

expreflive, to give intire fatisfaction about the im- 

mortality of the foul,than what he could gather from — 

Wolfe’s or any other fyftem of metaphyfics : : ‘Seeing } 

refearches, and inveltigationsin that way, are pain- 

ful, tirefome to the memory, very, very often puts i 

the underftanding to a nonplus, and draws on the 

mind to a bottomlefs ocean, without fhore, without — 

limits; whereas the knowledge we receive from 

admitted facts of the Second Sight, and dreams, is 

fhort, eafy and without labour; level to all capaci- 

ties, and renew in the mind of man what revelation : 

dictates, and all-that can be defired to confirm the 

exiftence of fpirits, and the immortality of the foul. 

It is indeed matter of juit regret, to all ferious per. 

ons 

rig Nip aapinoe pe ¢ na praate a ae ae Cuan ~ wee 
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fens, who, under the awful influence of their faith, 

dare not allow themfelves that boafted freedom of 

thinking, which others of another turn glory in, 
and are fo fond of, that feverals who have acquired 

a diftinguifhing reputation in fciences and the Belles 
Lettres, fhould aim a ftroke at religion, unavowed- 
ly, under the odious name of fuperftition; and treat” 

thofe they call the ambaffadors of the Divinity, and 

the interpreters of his will, in a moft fcurrilous man-- 

ner, loading them with the black imputation of in- 
trigues, avarice, and pride,. What renders the de- 

clamations of thofe fine gentlemen, who move in 
another fphere, more liable to fufpicion, that they 

‘have not the intereft of true religion very much at 

‘heart, is, that they are filent, or not at leifure to 

take notice of the unanfwerable evidences that fup- 

port it; either from the vifible undeviating courfe 
of nature, under the direction of an all-wife and : 
powerful Being; nor from the revelation of his will | 
to mankind: the force and ufe of which, however f 

they may cavil, they are not able, with the utmoit 

ftretch of their refinements, to banifh or bring in 

queltion. 

The manner whereby the foul and body are u- 

nited, and how they are diftinguifhed, is wholly 
unaccountable and a miftery to us; we fee but one 

part, and yet we know we confift of two. 

Thefe who preach up the belief of Second Sight 
or revelation, cannot,by fo doing, propofe any tem- 

H 3 | poral 
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a rs —— poral advantage to themfelves. But this is not the 
cafe with thofe who oppofe this do@rine: And fo. 

- we mufttake the liberty to-enquiie, Do they lead” 
better moral lives than others? Are they more jutt 7 

in their dealings; more chafte,. temperate or cha- 
ritable? 

Nothing at all of this appears inthem; but, onthe» ~ 

contrary, their whole intent is to overthrow all re- ~ 
ligion and‘ revelation, that they may gratify their : 

vices, without any reproach from. the world, or a: 

check.fromtheir‘own confcience. It fhould be con-)— 

fidered; that raifing difficulties concerning the my~' t 

fteries of religion and revelation, cannot make them: V) 

more wife, learned or virtuous, better neighbours. — 

or friends, or-more- ferviceable to their King ands 
country; but: whatever they pretend, will deftroy 3 

their inward peace of mind, by perpetual doubts. — 

and fears arifing in their breafts, which they cannot — 
fmother by their own chimerical fancies, nor in~ 
deed any other way, than a hearty acquiefcence, im 

faith and praétice, to the dictates of natural and re- _ 
vealed religion, Thus you fee the matter is brought — 

to this iflue, that we muft beliéve what Gop has. 

been pleafed to reveal in fcripture, together with. 

our own.plain difcoveries and obfervations, or tame-_ 

ly give up our holy cia to.atheilts, infidels and 
free-thinkers, . 

And now, by what is:lately obferved, and ‘what 

is {catered throughout the whole of this treatife, it 
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is Very obvious, that the notion of the exiftence of 
fpirits, and the immortality of the foul, which the 

heathen world, in the earlieft times, and the philo- 

fophers of Greece and Rome, with great care and la- 

bour found out, and adopted from the light of unaf- 

fifted nature, is brought more fully to view, under 

the gofpel difpenfation, and has continued in feveral 

ages and couxiries, to be more and more illuftrated 

by numbers of examples, levelled to the meaneft ca- 
pacity, whichthe moit abandoned fceptic or liber- 

tine cannot poflibly queftion, if he believes any 

truth, or admits the teftimony of his fenfes. 

To conclude: If in the foregoing obfervations,the 

eandid reader find any thing to pleafe him, I have 
partly my aim; and tho’ they fhould not come up 

to his with or expectation, I fhall at leaft have the 

fatisfaction, that they may employ the pen of others 

better qualified to remove their fcruples, by treat- 

ing on my broken hints with greater ftrength and 

“accuracy. 

THEOPHILUS INSULANUS, 

APPEN: 
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DREAMS, APPARITIONS, ©O%- 

EEING fome men are unhappily poffefled of 
; {trong prejudices againft all revelation, and the 

immortality of the foul, that a few inftances will 

not be fufficient to gain their affent to thefe momen 

tuous principles ; The Author of the foregoing 

Treatifé, has thought fit to addfome more-equally 

authentic, as follows: 

_ LXXXIL, The Reverend Mr. Ocitv te, one of 
the minifters of Aberdeen, relates, That Colonel 

Ogilvie, of his acquaintance, had given in too much 
to the fafhionable vices of the age, and having a 

comerade of the fame turn, who, as well as he, 

queftioned the being of a Gop, and the immorta- 
peter or. |. lity 
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Jity of the foul; they entered into a compaét, that, 
he yee 

if it was poflible for departed foulsto re-animate — 
their bodies, whoever of them died firft, fhould ap- 
pear to the furvivor, Thereafter, his friend having — 

gone abroad, and as the Colonel fat in his cham- 

ber at home, he faw him enter, and arofe to falute 

him; but he put off the ceremony, faying, He only — | 

came to acquaint him there was a Gop, and that 

he was himfelf condemned ; upon which he difap- _ 
peared: The Colonel having marked the day, hour, 

month and year, found out,.that his friend dropt 

off the ftage precifely at that time, which fo refor- 
med him, that he became and continued’ remarka- 

bly pious all his days. Ihad this relation from 

Mr. Niel MacLeod minifter in Mull; who had it 

from Mr. Ogi/vy minifter, and he from the Colo- 

nel, who appeared ready and fond. to fatisfy any 

that inquired about it. 

LXXXII. Baronivus giveth an example parallel 
tothe above, of Marcillius Ficinus, who being in 

a difpute with Michael Mercatus about the im- 
mortality of the foul, they agreed, by a folemn, — 
vow, that whoever of them died firft fhould appear 

to his friend, and give him certain intelligence. It 

was Ficinus his fate firht to die; and, not long after 

this mutual refolution, he was punctual to his pro 

mile: Mercatus being very intent on his ftudies in 
-a morning, heard a horfe riding by with all fpeed; 

and obferved that he ftopped at his window, and. 

then heard the voice of his friend Ficizus, crying 
~ out 
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eut aloud, O Michael! Michael! vera funt illa s 

'Thofe things are true : whereupon he opened his 

window, and efpyed Marcillinus on a white fteed, 

called after him, but he vanifhed. out of his fight: 

he fent inftantly to Florence to know how Marcil- 
linus did, and underftood that be died about that 

hour he called at his window. 

EXXXIV. Muck to the fame purpofe, ‘is that:fa- 

mous and well atte{ted account of the appearance 

or apparition of Major GrorGe SyDINHAM, to. 

Captain Thomas Dyke, both of Sommerfet-/hire s 

attefted by the worthy and learned Doctor Thomas 
Dyke, and Mr. Douch, to, whom the Major and 

_ Captain were intimately known, as may he feen at 

large in the firft volume of Mr. Flave/, Folio edi- 

tion. 

LXXXV. The apparition of the ghoft of Sir 
George Villiers, (to the Duke of Buckingham, giving 

three feveral warnings), by his fervant.Mr. Par- 

Aer, is a known and well atteNed Rory. 

LXXXVI. I will add one more, much of the 

fame kind, delivered to me by Rery MacLeod, fon 

to the deceat Mr. Norman MacLeod, fometime 

minifter of Kifmivir. Inthe year 1745, fonathan 

Eafton, living at Weauport in Rhode ifland, having 

got a young girl, fourteen years of-age or there- 

by, of the natives, in his fervice ; and fometime 

thereafter, he and his wife taking a jaunt into the 

ot dane ee COUNTY, 
iby, 
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country, left the charge of his houfe to the faid 

young girl ; and among other things a garduine of 

rum, An Indian girl that ftaid in the family, hada 
patlion for the rum, and made frequent demands 

on the houfe-keeper for fome of it; but fhe not 

complying, the Indian maid rofe up againft her, 

broke her neck and threw her body into adraw- 
‘well: Mr. Eaffon on his return miffing his houfe- 

keeper, afked of the /zdian maid abouther; who 

aniwered, That foon after he went off fhe left the 

houfe, but did not return: About a month there- 

‘after, as Mr. Ea/fon was in bed, he faw an appari- 
tion between fleep and awake, informing him, the 

Indian gir) had murdered his fervant and thrown 

ber into the draw-well, of which he at fir did not 

take notice; but the fcene being thrice repeated, he 

confidered there might be fomething in it; where- 

upon he called one of the town-council, and both 

going to the well, found the body of the girl, and 

thereupon feized the /zdian maid, who immediate- 

ly confefled the murder, for which fhe was execu- 

ted. My informer, who is a perfon of unqueftion- — 

able candour, being prefent at her execution. * 

LXXXVI. The fame gentleman told me, That 

~he being at fea, they had loft their wood-axe in 

_aftorm, fo that in three weeks, for want of it, they 

could not kindle a fire, as their burn-wood confift-_ 

ed of large logs: On a morning the fhipmatter cal- 
led to him, (being then mate), and told him he 

dreamed the mifled hatchet was, in the ftorm, ~ 

thrown 
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thrown under the cabouch or fire place, with the 

edge inward, covered with a piece of bark; where- 

upon he ftraight went to deck, fearched for, and 

to his great joy found the hatchet in the fituation 
above narrated, which was very providential, as 

they wanted fire fo long to drefs their viduals, 

LXXXVIII. Doéor Pripeaux mentions a moft 
remarkable dream, that 4/exander the Great had 

of the Jewi/h High-prieft at Dio in Macedonia, © 
inviting him: to come over to 4fa, to take poffeflion 
of the Perfian empire; and how Alexander there- 

after paid homage to Faddua the High-prieft, on 
his coming outof Jeru/alemtomeet that conqueror : 

As you have it at large in page 487 of his Connec- 

tion, Edition vi. 

LXXX1X. The Duke de Sutty mentions in his 

Memoirs, That as he was at night fortifying the © 

cattle of Pafy, he faw diitingly two armies in the 

air; and that, the next morning, as he was reflec- 

ting on the fame furprizing appearance, he hada 

Jetter from Henry 1V. then King of Navarre, ac- 

quainting him, That the Duke de Main’s army be- 

ing joined with the Spaniards, was ready to give 

him battle, which happened the day following at 

Tvory; as may be feen at more length in the faid 

Memoirs, page 353. Itis true he fays “ Je ne fcay 

fi il ef realité ou illufion.” But Dovilas, who wrote 

the hiftory of thofe times, is more exprefs, and de- 

{cribes the phenomenon, /ivre 11, inall the fright- 

oil: I , ful 
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ful circumftances that attended it, as feen by the 
whole army. 

KC. There was fuch another phenomenon ob- 

ferved at Borreray in North-Ui/?, before the Duke 
of Cumberland’s decifive victory at Culloden over the 

rebels, of which I was informed by perfons of un- 
queftionable credit, feverals of whom are ftill li- 

ving. This was fuch a finifhing ftroke to the re- 

bels, as faved three Kingdoms from oppreffion and 

‘flavery, exercifed in preceeding reigns, of which 
the /ri/h maffacre, and hot perfecution in the time 

of Queen Mary ot England, and others who fat on 
the Briti/b Throne before and after her, afford 

mournful, never to be forgotten, memorials, 

XCI. Tacitus relates, The people of Regium 

Lepidum, took notice on the day of battle at Bed- 
riachum, that a bird of uncommon form, fuch 

as was never before feen there, perched upon a 

neighbouring grove much frequented, and ‘that _ 

neither by the great concourfe of perfons that paf- 

fed by, nor by a flock of other birds flying about 

her, was fhe terrified or driven thence, till tle me- _ 
ment Ofhe put an end to his life; fhe then inftant- 

dy difappeared; and by fuch as compared the con- 

jundure with the events, the beginning and end of 
this miraculous appearance, were found exaétly to 

coincide with the death of the Emperor. 

XCII, The Emptror VresPasiran, feized ‘with a 

paflion 
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pafiion for vifiting the refidence of the Deity Sera-_ 
pis at Alexandria, to confult hiny about the ftate 

and fortune of the Empire, commanded all men to 

retire from the temple, and then entered himielf: 

Whilfthe wasintent on contemplating the image of 

the Deity, he perceived behind him one of the 
grandees of Egypt, named Bafilides, whom he 

knew then to be feveral days journey diftant from 

Alexandria, and confined by ficknefs: He exami- 
ned the priefts, Whether Baflides had that day 

entered: the temple? And afked fuch as he met, 
Whether he had been feen in the city ? Which they 

all denied. Then, by horfemen purpofely difpatch- 

_ ed, he fully learnt, That he was at that inftant 
eighty miles from thence; and then he underftood 
the vifion.to be divine ; and. from the name of Ba- 

filides, inferred an effectual anfwer. If any are 
eurious for a further detail, he will find it at more 

length in Tacitus, from page 270 to page 273, in 
Vol. 6. of Gordon’s tranflation, 44. 4, Dublin edi- 

uon. 

XCII, Before the total deftruction of Ferufalem, 
under the. condud& of Titus the fon of Ve/pafan, 

many prodgies were feen in the air, city, and tem- 

ple, all portending the utter ruin of that famous 
Miftrefs of the Ea{t, conform to our Saviours pre- 

dition; fuch as a comet hung over it for a whole 

year, in the figure of a fword ; a wonderful light 

about the altar, a little before the revolt, at the 

ninth. hour of. the night, and continued: for the 
{2 {pace 
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, fpace of half‘an hour as brightasday. Upon thece- 
lebration of the Pafchal feaft, at the fame feftival, 
a cow was delivered of a lamb in the middle of the 
temple; and the eaftern gate of the inner temple, 
all made of folid brafs, and fo heavy that it was 

as much as twenty men could do to fhut, befides 
that it was faftened with iron bolts and bars, mor- 

tifed into a huge threfhold of one entire flone, a- 

bout the fixth hour opencd of itfelf, : 

XCIV. Some time after the feftival was over, 

‘(which is more dire&tly to my theme), in the month 

Artemifius, there were feen by many up and. 
down the air, before fun-fet, chariots and armed 

men all over the country, paffing along with the — 

Clouds, round about the city: And what isequally, — 

if not more wonderful, four years before the war 

commenced, when the city was in profound peace, 

and flowing in plenty, one Fefus, a plain country 

fellow, coming to the feat of tabernacles, broke 

- out on a fudden into this exclamation, ‘* A voice 
from the eaft, a voice from the weft, a voice from 

the four quarters of: the world, a voice to Jerufa- 

lem, people and temple, Gc.” And this was his cry, 

day and night, in all places and through every — 
ftrect. Upon this behaviour, being brought be- 

fore Albinus the governor of Judea, he was fe- 

verely lafhed, which he bore without tears or fup- | 

plication: After his bad ufage, he kept filent until 

the war broke out, and then he took the tour of the 

_ wall once again, crying out with a {tronger voice 

than 
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than ordinary, ‘“Woe to this city,temple and people ; 
concluding, woe to myfelf;” and at that inftant was 

taken off, or beat down by a {tone from an engine. 

If any wants to know thefe amazing paflages more 

fully, he will find them infert, from page 1643 to 

page 1645, inclufive, of Fofephus’s Hiltory of the 

Fewifh war. Lond. 8vo0. 

Numberlefs are the examples from facred and 
prophane hiftory, of dreams, vifions, and apparri- _ | 
tions, to perfons of all ranks and profeffions, in every 

age and country, that have been. exattly fulfilled 

according as they were reprefented: From which, 

, what is above obferved in the foregoing Treatife on 

the Second Sight, we may as clearly infer, as two- 

and three make five, that, though the extarordi- 

nary methods to enquire of God by Urim, Thum-: 

mim, and thofe efpecially called to the prophetic 

office are now ceafed, yet there is fill an uninter- 

rupted correfpondence kept up and maintained be- 

_ tween other intellectual beings, ‘natives of unknown 

regions, and the inhabitant that is withinus. And 

now, as, by fo many authentic proofs of future 

events, the awful fundamental truths of religion 

are plainly difcovered, and, in {pite of cavil and ob- 

jections, fully eftablifhed ; fo any, who is not re- 

folved to continue infidel at all hazards, may plainly 
perceive, that thefe preternatural informations, 

bearing the great feal and ftamp of divine creden- 

tials, are manifeftations intended to uphold our faith, 

comfort us under private or public affli@ions, and 

é 1 3 govern 

ae 
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x 
; govern our praétice in. the indifpenfible duties to-- 

wards God and man, 
q 

Copy of a Letter from the Reverend’ Mr. Donald: 4 

M‘Queen miniffer in Trotternifl.. ; 

vi To the. Author. 

Dear Sir, 22d Deceralier,.1756. 

Had the pleafure of your favour yeiterday, As. — 
was, going to-church this morning, my wife was. ‘ 

in labour of a daughter, and your fervant is prefling: 
for an an{wer: 

I nune, © verfus tecum meditare canoros. 

It is as ill to play the philofopher as the poet: 

on fuch an occafioa : Plain truths do beft. 

Different perfons have their favourite fubjeds: _ 
Dreams and apparitions have never been mine; for — 

I could dream fenfibly neither a-fleep or awake: — 

and therefore, | have never taken the matter into: — 

ferious confideration, any further than for winter- , 

talk by a fire-fide, until Mr. Mackenzie the furveyor, 

and fome agreeable converfe with you, fet me a- 

thinking, there might be fomething more than a 

amu‘ement made of it. Though the religious and 
pious ufes to which you apply your labours, might 

be a bait to tempt one of my cloth to yield to fome 

degree of aflent, when there fhould be not a great 

deal of folidity at the bottom: And I muft own, 

when the impreffion of your arguments, enforced as 

_ they were, with lively action and pathos, wears off, , 

that I am apt to fall again into my infidelity; % 

$0 mS 

‘3 
a 
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So ftrong are the prejudices of’ education, if one is 

not very. willing, and at much leifure to. correct 

them. Yet Sir, as your defign is good, whether 

the materials you have put together to promote it 

be fo ornot, they may be level to the: capacities, 

er more properly fpeaking, to the turn of think- 

ing among fome men; it fignifies little, whether I 

am of the number or not, I will threw in my mite. 

as far as my. memory can ferve me, with the greater 

pleafure, that what I intend to fay, will juftify a 

perfon I fo much value; to your own reflexions, or 

the captious humour of any body that pretends to 

be furprifed: at your dealing in fuch an uncommon 

out-of-the-way fubject. I never did, nor never 
will ferioufly clatter with the fuperftitious vulgar, 

the great vulgar, or the {mall, on that head, credu- 

Jous as they are, and much given to. fiction, I ra- 

ther chufe to point out the firft-rate authors of an- 

tiquity, the Greek and Roman hiftorians: Upon 

every difaiter, upon every revolution of {tate,among 

the cluiters of prodigies heaped together, monftru- 
ous births, cows fpeaking, and even oak-trees, de, 

Have you not voices more than human, men and 

women? appearances of more than human fize? 

by which phrafe they mean to attribute fome kind of 
divinity tothe vifion, Brutus’s Videbis me iterum 

Philippis. You have a more than human fhape, 

addrefles Cyrus in Xenophon before his death ; in 

thefe words, or fomething like them: ‘ Prepare 
forentering the company of the gods.” Faddua the 

high prieft’s appearance to Alexander the Great 
in 
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in Fofephus, if you can believe a conqueror, that 
could bribe the priefts of Fupiter Hammon: And 

many more that might be added.  Befides number» 

lefs authorities from the poets, whofe bufinefs it is 
to preferve probability and imitate the truth, 1 will 

quote but one from the Prince of the Clan, 
Ne, ifa mihi ante oculos et nota major imago. VIRG. 

Iam troubled with the midwife of the houfe, I with 

fhe may deliver me of a bright thought again I re- 

turn. Well! Waterffein and others of his humour, that 

do not deal in fpeeulations of this kind, will fay in 

_anfwer to allthis, That thefe fights have been com-. 
mon only among the more ignorant people, the 

Highlanders, the Laplanders, and the inhabitants of 

Topinambo; difappear with, as we improve in know- 
_ ledge: And that, in civilized countries, they are 

the creatures of fear, the moft head-ftrong and _ 

vifionary of all the paffions, on high and important 

occafions! Tacitus has the fame thought; I re- 
member the phrafey but it looks like pedantry to 
crowd Latin in a letter, though on a learned fub- 

jet; take it on my word, there is fomething in 

this obfervation, and that may be fometimes the 

cafe; but who will not fay, that there are not ex- 

ceptions? I will give you one inftance more to your 

tafte and purpofe, than any thing I have faid 

hitherto, and that’ from the author I mentioned laft. 

«XCV. Curtius Rurvs, fuppofed by the learn- 
ed, to be the writer of the well known Hiftory of 

Alexander the great, meanly defcended, went inthe 

~ retinue 
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retinue of a Queltor into Africa: A woman of more | 

‘than human fize made up to him, and defired him 

to return to Rome, where he fhould enter into the 

highett offices of ftate, and that he would at-taft 

come in quality of Pro-conful to Africa, where 

he fhould die. Every thing befell him accdrding 

: 

to the prediction. Of him Tiberius faid, (for a, 

cover to the lownefs of his birth, when he got the, 

confulfhip for him), that Rufus was only deicended 

of himfelf. When he returned Pro-conful to 4frica, 

the fame vifion appeared to him; he fell fick, and 

tho’ there was nothing unlikely about him, he knew 

for certain he was to die. [the rather quote this fto- 
ry, that Pliny the younger, who does fo much 

honour to the chriftian religion, (tho’ a pagan); 

as he fhewed great juftice and clemency to the pro- 
feflors of it in his own time. When I have done, I 

will fee and point out the letter'to you; as you will 

find a great deal more to your purpole. 

“ XCVI. A fine houfe at Athens, left defolute for 

being haunted with a ghoft which trailed a ging- | 
ling chain after it. Athenoderus, the Philofopher, 

hired the houfe, and difpoffelled the ghoft. The 

ftory is too long for. this place. 

-“XCVII. You fee next a free’d man of Pliny’s, and 

other two boys at the univerfity, who had their 

heads polled by a browny (we would, I believe, call 

him fo): PJiny on the faith of thefe inftances, puts the 
queitien to his friend, Whether Phantoms, (as he 

expreiles) 
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exprefles it) have any. real exiftence, or divinity in . 

them? or whether they are vanity or emptinef, that 

receive their only reality from our fear? IL with we had 
his‘anfwer, which would perhaps remove fcruples, 

and caft more light on your Treatife than all the 

pens ia Sky put together: But will any one be 
thoughtlefs enough to. fay, that the fubje& is below - 

the dignity of your pen, when Pliny prefles his. 

friend, to write a difputation upon it, and give the 

arguments on botlr fides their full force ? 

« Forgive the length of this letter, and, a¢cerding 
to my seat look to the 27th Letter of the 7th» 

book of Peps Epiftles; and am, with my compli-~ 

ments to your lady and daughter, Dear Sir, Your 

moftobedient htmble fervant. Donald MacQueci.” 

Fhe Author's Anfwer to the. above Letter.. 
Reverend Dear Sir, 

had not been fo long filent to your laft, Bat that 

Iwas informed, after I had received that favour, 

you was vifited with the heavy afilition of lofing your 
bofom-companion; a misfortune that mult have m- 

grofied your thoughts fo much, as to render you in- 

capable to receive relief from any other fubject, or 

amufement, for fome time: The grief that feizes a: 

perfon on fuch a dilmal oceafion, is fo violent and 

headftrong, that by endeavouring in the beginning, 
to confine it to certain bounds, inflames it the more, 

As time, that great devourer, with a pious refigna+ 
tion to.the mm of heaven, may have worn off, or. 

abated: 
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abated the firft pangs, and mournful reflections, 

dite 'to the memory of the deceafed ; give me leave 

to offer this trouble, which aims to give you a truce 
from thoughts that may offer to breakin upon you, 

‘m your clofeft retirements. It would make me 
_ ~proud to know that my ‘arguments for the Second 

‘Sight had made impreffions upon you, unlefs 
at the fame time you had told me they foon dif- 

appeared, and that you was apt to relapfe into your 

former infidelity; it was indeed fome time before 

Iwas made aconvert to it myfelf, tho I had heard 

many ftories of that kind from feveral good per- 

fons: What made me enquire more narrowly into 
‘that fubje&, was in confequence of a-converfation 

‘IT had with Sir Richard Steele, who engaged me to 

‘fearch for inftances of it, well attefted, which, if I 

“took the trouble to fend ‘him, he would improve to 

- confute thofe irreligious perfons, ‘whofe fyftem of 
faith is the fame with that of the Sadducees, menti- 

tioned in Holy Writ, To fucceed in what 1 

_ had undertaken, and to promote fo good a defign, 

1 have now and then, with my utmoft care, exa- 

mined what truth might be in thefe prophetic pre- 

diéions; and as 1 at firft entertained a fufpicion, 

that fome of them were f{purious, have been the 
more diligent, to feparate the genuine from thofe 
that had the leaft appearance of falfehood; that I 

might be provided of proper materials for a iret 

on that fubjea. 

ee 
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1 am not furprifed, that Deifts or Libertines, (of 
which Iam forry we have fuch fwarms in this dege-_ 

nerate age) fhould endeavour to run down the force 
and {cope of my arguments; as they are levelled to 
deftroy their impious and uncomfortable principles : 
But as mine are feconded by authentic evidences, and 
that they have none to fupport the pernicious arti- 

cles of their creed; I cannot imagine, that any pious 
perfon, much lefs one of your cloth, will adopt o- 
pinions without foundation, that cannot exift, e- 

ven in imagination: Whereas there are myriads, 
_ {as Imay fay) of inftances, to prove, that the Se- 
cond Sight, dreams, &c. have their completion, 

from intelligence, and a divine impulfe. And it 

is certain, my adverfaries cannot poffibly maintain, - 
that any prediétion of future events has happened, 
or can come to pafs, from any known property in 

matter, the paflivity of which is agree’d upon by all 
perfons, how much foever they may differ in other 
refpects. Tho’ Livy, rhat learned, eloquent, and accu- — 

rate hiftorian, (out of compliance to the humour of — 
his nation, and the general fuperftition which pre-: 

vailed in that age,) hath related ftories that feem 

‘improbable and fictitious; yet a few of thefe fhould — 

not derogate from, or difcredit, a much greater 
number of facts, equally certain, and better attefted, 

as the former feem fabulous :.Among thofe that — 

are well attefted, I reckon the fouth-fayers pre- 
diction to Ca/far, of the ides of March, with Ce/far’s 

and Calfurnia’s dreams, the laft night of his life; 
as alfo the apparitions to Cyrus, Curtius, Rufus and 

Brutus 
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Brutus, a little before their deaths; with many 

more that might be brought from hiftory, too nu- 
merous to be crowded in the compafs of a letter ; 

but you will forgive, to remind you of one you 

pointed out in P/imy’s Letters: After that great mi- 

nifter informs his friend Licinus, of two inftances 

he had by report from others, he gives him two more 
from his own knowledge, which he had no room 

to queftion, as the one fprung from the fame 
fource, appeared to be in corroboration of the other. 

And before I conclude, I mutt defire your patience, 
to inform you of an inftance, fomething parallel 

to the laft, as follows: 

“*XCVIII. Sir Normanp MacLeon, playing at 
“tables i in his own houfe, with the fteward of St. X7/- 

da, the latter having the worft of the game, who, 

after throwing the dice, was much puzzled how to 

_play the throw with fafety, a flander-by, who had 

no fkill, or never played at tables, defired the flew- 

ard to alter and replace two of his men in different 
{tations which he pointed at; whereupon Sir Nor- 

mand being offended, enquired how the D—1 he 

came by thatknowledge? The man faid, That Brow 
ny coming in, and, as he looked on, pointed with a | 

wand in his hand at the movements he named, and 

fo difappeared.—Should: any {ceptic fall in your 

way, whofe faith is to have none, pleafe enquire of . 

him, if he can point out any prediction arifing from 
natural caufes, which has at any time been fulfil. 

led: But if he can give no inftances this way (as 

, K indeed 
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indeed he cannot), itis a fign he mutt give up the 

‘cafe, and acknowledge, that the predictions exactly 
accomplifhed as they are prefigured, and the tefti- 

mony of unqueftionable authority from hiftory, an- 
tient and modern, to eftablifh their credit, mult ex- 

* 

ift and arife from the influence and miniftry of fpi- y 

ritual agents: But what need have we to borrow 

inftances of Second Sight, dreams, or apparitions, — 

from Greek and Roman authors, or to feek after 

them in ages more remote, when polytheifm and — 
faperftition had over-run the whole heathen world, 

feeing we meet with numbers of fuch examples at 

home, from our own acquaintance and contempo- 

raries, perfons of feveral ranks that have filled all 
offices among us, and who are remarkable for can- 

dour, as they are diftimguifhed by probity, good 

fenfe and integrity. Are there any charms to grope 
in the dark, to launch out into a wide ocean of un- 

certainty, without guide or compafs, or, in imitati- 

on of Don Quixotte, to roam after new chimerical 

difcoveries ? If men are mad enough to be fond of 
fuch extravagancies, they-are furely to be lefs envi- 

ed than pitied. I.am fenfible, that authors general- 

ly are partial to the offspring of their mind, as pa- 
rents are towards their progeny, which would make 

it reafonable in them to be directed by Mr. aid 

opinion, in his excellent Effay on criticifm. 

‘““Truft not yourfelf, but your defects to know, 

“ Make ufe of every friend and every foe.” 

But I find the pleafure of talking to a friend 1 fo 

much value, has led me further than I intended to 

§% 
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go, and fo muft conclude, without offering any apo- 
_ logy for the length of this letter, but that I am very 

affectionately, your moft humble fervant, 7. 7.” 

Copy, Letter from Allan MacDonald, younger of Kings: 

borough, E/g; To the Autior. 

Dear Sir, 22d December, 1756. 
S I will be always fond of obliging you in what- 
ever lyes in my power, I here fend you a fhort 

narration of fuch fats as are vouched to my know- 

ledge, concerning the Second Sight and‘dreams,to fup- 

port which, I am,and will ftill be willing to contribute. 

*©XCIX, ALEXANDER MacDonatp, alias Mac- 

Ranald, Vic. Uifton (a perfon of known courage 

and honour), coming from S/ute to my fatver’s 

houfe, in the year 1747, we accidentally fell upon 
- the fubje& of the Second Sight, which induced him 

to give us the following account. About five o’- 

elock at night, he and half a dozen more, al! ho- 

neit tenants, came into the change-houfe of A7/- 

more in Sfate, about a piltol-fhot fromm the kirk, to 

take a moderate refrefhment, it being in the month 

of December; then cold frofty weather; about an 

hour after coming in, he accidentally went to the 

door, which fronted the kirk- yard, faw, to his great 

furpriae, the whole kirk-yard was covered over 
‘with men; not only fo, but heard the confufed mur- 

mur of their fpeech, yet not fo as to diftingutth 

word by word, or to underftand any part thereof; 

the moon was fo bright, that he difcerned a croud 
ne) a Gy about 
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about the place of burial diftinély, belonging to — 

the family of MacDonald, and the reft ofthecompa~ — 

ny difperfed in two’s and three’s over the whole — 

church-yard, After he had fuiiiciently fatisfied his 
curiofity, he went into the change-houfe, and told 

the company what he had feen, who immediately — 
{prang to the door, and had the fame fight for the — 
{pace of twelve minutes, and then it gradually vani- — 

{hed from their fight, they being ten in number, — 

The wife of the houfe, her daughter and fervant, — 

are ftillin life, who were of the number that faw 

this viGon; and, it is obfervable, that a month — 
thereafter, the old Lady MacDonald was buried in 
the very fpot, where they imagined to have feen the 

throng of the people.” 

“©C, In the year 1751, Argcuipatp MacQugen,- 

fon to the deceaft Reverend Mr. Archibald Mac- 

Queen late minifter of Sxifort, leaving his father’s 
honfe on a Thurfday morning,-in the month of Qc- - 

tober, went acrofs the hills of Trotterni/h, toa 

place on the ealt-fide called Rigg: in his way from 

thence to Tottarome, about four in the afternoon, 

be was taken with an apopledtic fit, of which he — 

‘died on the fpot, tho’ within a piftol-fhot of Mr. 

Nicolfon’s houte, who, by his profeflion isa Phy- 

fician, and faw him drop, and ran in vain to his 

relief: It was fo late, that it was-deferred to-fend © 

word to his father till day-break, as there was. a 

hill of fix miles between. both villages: But that 

night, betwixt the hours of eleven and twelve, af- 

’ ter 
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ter Mr. Archibald and his fpoufe had gone to bed,. 

they heard a lamentable noife about the houfe, as- 
it were women mourning; whereupon Mr. Archi- 

bald ordered people ‘immediately to look out what 

the matter was, but they faw nothing, fo went to 

bed; but no fooner were they laid down, than they 

heard the fame lamentation and clapping of hands, . 

which is a Highland cuftom with women to expreis 

their grief for the lofs of near friends; fo he or- 

dered two out again, who furrounded the houfe, 
but faw nothing: In twenty minutes thereafter, 

they heard howling and lamentation a third time; on - 

which the good-wife of the houfe, and her fifter, , 

furrounded the houfe, but faw nothing. The Jand- 

lord being a weak tender old man, about eighty - 

years of age; the whole family flept nomore; and: 

about eight o’clock in the morning, an exprefs ar- - 

rived from Tottarome, acquainting them of Archi- | 
bald their fon’s fudden death: whereupon the- 
whole family were in an uproar of cries and lamen- - 

_ tations; fo thatthe former was a fure forerunner 

of the latter. There are plenty of people ftill living | 

to atteft thefe facts ; befides that 1 had the former 
told me in my father’s hearing; and Mr. Archi, 

bald’s wife and fervant told me the other more than 

once.” 

“CI. In the end of the year 1744, fourteen per- 

fons faw alarge veflel coming in below Kingsborough, 
in the dufk of the evening, and drop anchor inthe 
entrance of Lough Snifort, a very uncommon har- 

K 3 bour, 
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bour, which furprized us all: This fight we had 
till night deprived us of it; but next morning there 

was no veffel to be found, fh that we all agreed it to 

he the Second Sight, which was foon accomplifhed; 

for Captain Fergufon bemg in fearch of the young 
Pretender, with the Furnace floop of war, anchor- 

ed exactly in the dufk of the evening, in that un- 

ufual place above-mentioned, half a mile below the 

‘houfe of Aingshorough.”? 

“CII, ALEXANDER MacDonatp of Kingsboruogh, 

(when living in the pofleflion of Aird, in the re- 

mote end of Trotterni/b ), dreamed that he faw an 

old reverend man come to him, defiring him to get 

out of bed, and get his fervants together, and 

make hatte to fave his corns, as his own whole cat- 

tle, and his tenants cattle alfo, had gct out of the 

fold, and were in the middle of a large field be- 

hind the houfe; he awaked and told his wife, with 

whom he confulted whether he would rife or not; 

but fhe telling him it was but a dream, and not 

worth noticing, advifing him to lie ftill, which he 
obeyed; but no fooner fell afleep, than the former 

old man appeared to him, and feemed angry, by 

telling Mr. MacDonald (then of Aird), he theold 

man was very idle, in acquaint ing him of the lofs 
he would or had by this time fahened by his cattle, 

and feemed not to heed what he faid, and fo went 

off. Mr. MacDonald awaking the fecond time, 

told this to his wife, and would be at rifing in any 

event, but fhe would not allow him, and ridicul- 
ed 

oo me ly ee > 
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ed him for noticing the folly of a confufed dream; {fo 
that, after attempting to get up, he was, at his wife’s 
perfuafion, prevailed upon to lie down agains and 

falling afleep, it being now near break-of-day, the 

old gentleman appeared to him the third time,with 
a frowning countenance, and told him he might 

now lie {till, for that the cattle were row fur ised. 

of his corn, were lying in it; and that it was for 

his welfare that he came to acquaint him {fo often, 

as he was his grand-uncle by the father; and fo 

went off. He awakning in about an hour thereaf- 

ter, arofe and went out, and adtually found his own 
and his tenant’s cattle lying in\ his corn, after be- 

ing tired of eating thereof; which corn, when 

comprized, the lofs amounted to eight bolls of 

meal.” 

“CIII., About eight years ago, fix tenants in Gara- 

fad, being in the wood with a boat, and on their 

way homeward, within fight of their own houfes, 
were loft; on which the whole country people on . 

that fide, were employed for fix days, endeavouring 

to find ont their bodies, but all to no purpofe. In 

ten days thereafter, a tenant’s wife in Garafad, told, 
that one MacLeod, (being of thofe that perifhed in 

the boat), told her in her fleep, that they needed 

not look for his body at fo great a diftance from 

Jand as they did, for that he lay in a cave by 

fuch a name; which, upon examination, was found 

to be true. Many more inftances I could have given, 
but 

2 ae 
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but had not time to infert them, I am, with com- 

pliments, dear Sir, your very humble fervant, 

ALLAN MacDONALD.” 

“CIV. P. S, One inftance more of the Second’ 
Sight, take-as follows: For two years together, 

none of the Mrs. of. Garafad’s women would ftay’ 

in her kiln, becaufe of a corpfe in its linens, they 

frequently faw on the kiln-grifh, or where corn is 

dried, a very unufual place indeed to lay corpfe 

on! But it happened, laft year, that one Mac- 
Phail from Gearlough, with his whole crew, except . 

one, were loft near Garafad; one of the corpfe be- 

ing found that evening, was carried on a bier, and. 

left in the kiln on the drying place; as the whole 

people expected to get the reft of the bodies imme- 

diately, they did not wait to go toa houfe with the 
one they had found; and, fo that corpfe remained | 

in the kiln all night; which every body remarked 

as the fulfilling of the Second Sight, veer had | 
been feen in the kiln before.” | 

Copy letter from Mr. Donald Martin of Beallach 
» in Trotternifh. 

To the Author. 

“© Dear Sir, 27th December, 1756. 
Y OUR favour I’ve received by your fervant 

the twenty-fixth current. In anfwer to it 

pleafe know, That I am fo much a ftranger to the 
- Second 

- 
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Second Sight, that'I’m forry you can be little the - 

better of any thing I’m able to write, you on that 
fubje&t; only thefe infances I told you when Jaf 
together, which if you think deferve a place in 
your Treatife, I will here relate as follows ;” 

“CV, Upon the fir of Fanuary, 1733, three boys 
were late at night travelling together from the 
North of Duntulm, to-the place of my refidence at 
Bellach; the weakeit of them, a boy of twelve 
years of age, walked a mufket-fhot behind the reft, 
and gave fuch a terrible cry, as alarmed his com- 

rades much; Upon their afking him what the matter. 

was; he anfwered, That he was furrounded with. 

fome hundreds of men, and was furprifed they did: 

not fee them likewife; upon which they told him. 

‘there was no fuch thing, otherwife one of them. 

would fee the fame; when he, with difficulty, (as 

he alledged), came up to his comrades, he pointed, 
out a certain fpot, and told them there was a gen» 

tleman riding on a white horfe before the crowd ; 

then he cried out, that another rider had fallen pats 

his horfe, ina place hard by them: In. thort hes 

confounded the other boys, pointing at the different 
forts of people abouthim: They came to the houfe: 

and told me, and others {till living, how much. the 

boy furprifed them, by what he alledged to have 
feen : I called him before the company, and atked 
him what was the matter; he told me every word 

as above. However, no notice was taken of it un- 

ti. the month. of December thereafter. That the. 
\ Tutor 
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Tutor of MacDonala’s Lady died, and ‘there were 
a great number of people at the interment, fo that 
the ufual road was too narrow for them; the Tu- 

tor ordered them to go on that road on which the 

boys had been travelling the preceeding January... 

Upon this, what the boy had told occurred to me, 
being in company, and was refolved to take no- 

tice if any was to fall from his horfe, in that place 
pointed out by the boy: The Tutor’s horfe coming 

up to that very place, funk is a bog, that fome of 

the people brought him out of his faddle for his 

fafety ; and Donald Nicolfom late tackfman of Talm- 

teaz, Was riding on a white horfe before them 

all, As, for the other inftance, there was no more 

of it than what I told you before; and, as it was 

feen by myfelf, it was exadily fulfilled’next day. 
This, with the compliments of the feafon, is all | 

that occurs at prefent, and, I am, with all due re- 

gard, Dear Sir, your moft humble and obedient 

fervant, “ Doxatp Marrin.” 

CVI, Upon a certain day as he came from his 

bed-chamber to his dinining-room, he faw diftinaly 

a neighbouring perfon among his dometticks, whom 
he knew, and sdinsnbiithed his garb, but as he was 

to fpeak with him, vanifhed away; but next day, 

faw the fame man in reality as he had feen him the 
preceeding day in imagination, 

I had lately a letter from one of the priefthood, 
‘hereto annexed, w herein he was. pleafed t to flart an. 

objection 
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objeétion againft the Second Sight and apparitions, 

tho’ he is otherwife agood, learned and pious man. 

He feems to apprehend, That tho’ a perfuafion of 
thefe preternatural communications, could be fo 
managed as to obtain credit; yet a prevailing opi- 

nion of this kind, might be hurtful in its confe- 

quences, as it would be apt to excite and lead us to 

fuperftition, to which feverals of the unlearned, ef- 

pecially, are already difpofed, and perhaps contfti- 

tutionally inclined. _This is purfuing an objection, 

which the doéors and prelates of the Romith clergy 

make ufe of, for locking up the Word of Gop from 

the vulgar, left they might pervert the text to their 

ewn condemnation. But it would not be expected: 

that a proteftant divine will turn advocate for what 

bears affinity to this impious tenet, which puts fo 

great a reftraint on the laity, in oppofition to a po- 

fitive command, to fearch the Scriptures ; for doing 

of which, the Bereaxs were fo much commended. 

Will the laborious bee leave off the exercife of his 

toil, in extracting honey from flowers, fo-benefici- | 

al to their own common-wealth, becanfe infects 

of a different order extract poifon from the fame 

herbs? But as I have expofed the abfurdity of this 

way of reafoning in the fequel of this treatife, fhall 

not further infilt here, but refer thereto; only give 

me leave, once for all, to obferve, that there can 

be: nothing of greater importance to mankind, or 

of more ufe to fociety in general, than to have a 

clear and thorough perfuafion of the exiftence of 

fpirits, and the immortality of the foul. I have 

contributed 
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contributed my endeavours to obtain this end; and, 

by the blefling of Gon, I perfuade myfelf, I ‘could 

not lay out my time on any other fubjedt to greater 

advantage. : 

Copy, Letter ae the Reverend Mr. Donald MacLeod, 

Minifier at Glenelg. 

To the Author. 

‘« Dear Sir, 15th February, 1759. 
Had the favour of yours, where, with no {mall — 
fatisfaGion, I perufed your curious and accurate 

obfervations on the caufes of Mr. ’s tender 
ftate of health; he is indeed a kind of Barometer, 

as you not unproperly call him; for every change 

of the air, produces a change in his health. 1! 
have not feen him fince the receipt of yours, to 
communicate to him your philofophical remarks on’ 
his conititution. A few days after I was favoured 

with youss, I went to A le, when the B- 

was fo good to fend one of his fervants exprefs tor 
the Serjeant, in his own name and mine, but he re- 

fuled to come to us: I made a fecond attempt fome 

time after that, but he kept out of the way. He 

took it into his head, it feems, that it was not fafe 

fer him to throw himfelf in our way, as we blamed, 
or rather threatened him laft year, for Buena 

publithing fome of his Baegitionts 
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“| © CVI, By which he poffefled two women in this 
‘country, with a notion that they were to die in 

‘child-bed, which fell out accordingly: And which, 

“we in a great meafure imputed to his having filled 

their heads with thofe apprehenfions. To tel! youthe 

‘plain truth, though in compliance with your com- 

‘mands, I ufed my endeavours to get the ferjeant, 

yet I find myfelf fo ill qualified, and fo little in- 
‘clined to meddle with that fubje& of the Second 

Sight, That I would with much greater pleafure 

ferve you any other way, whether you are in a pe- 

culiar manner fitted by nature for that nice and in- 

tricate ftudy of the deuterofcopia; or, which is e- 

qually reafonable to fuppofe, whether you are pof- 
‘fefled of that verfatile ingenium, which Livy, 1 

‘think, afcribes to Cato, and by the fuperior ftrength 

and improvement of which, like that celebrated 

Roman whatever you apply yourfelf to, but never 

‘fo fhorta time, will appear to the public to have 

‘been the whole ftudy of your life. It will be gran- 

ted, that you have handled that intricate and feem- 

ingly incomprehenfible fubject in fo mafterly a way, 
That what Dryden faid of Shake/pear upon a like 

occafion, may, ‘with equal propriety, be applied 

here: 

Shakefpear’s magic could not copied be; 
Within that circle none durf? move but be. 

“¢ At the fame time I humbly think, but with all fub- 

-miffion, that T, J. would do himfelf no &{s honour, 
| L and 
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and would doa more fubftantial fervice to fociety, 

did he turn his thoughts and application to thofe 

fubje&ts, that have a more direct and immediate 
tendency, to make us good and wife men. How- 

ever good your defign is, and however well you a- 
dapted the profecution of the fubject to that defign ; 

ftill that fubjecé of the Second Sight is liable to be 

perverted to the purpofes of fuperftition; That 

there is great danger of bad ufe being made of it. 
Your friends in A— le are very well. With my re- 

- f{pe&tful compliments to your family, I am, Sir, 

your moft obedient humble fervant, tod 

Donatp MacLeop.”’ 

Y muft not however forget, That other Ecclefi- 

aftics, in a converfation with me, owned the truth 

of the Second Sight, dreams and apparitions ; fince 

they could not refufe, but predictions in that way 

are often juftified by the event; but as itis doubt- 

ful, fay they, whether the intelligence we receive 

of this kind, proceeds from the minifiry of good 
or bad fpirits; it would be more for the general quiet 

of mankind to overlook fome truths, than give way, 

that any who pleafed, might fet up for being a@tuated 

by a divine impulfe. This is the fubfiance, in its 

full force, of what thefe good men fuggeited; and 

what I will not take upon me, in a precife dogmati- 

cal manner to refute: Yet as this new broached 
difficulty may employ the inquiry of the curious, 

I take the liberty tothrow in my mite among thofe 
that 

\ 
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that may be much bettter qualified to pry into. 
fach intricate {peculations. 

And firft of all, it affords me a deal of pleafure to - 
find thofe who had the opportunity and inclination 

to examine feveral of thefe inftances I pitched upon 
in this Treatife, acknowledge them to be genuine ; 

and confequently, asit-cannot be maintained, that 
thefe preternatural communications are carried on, 

or maintained by any exertion, or known property 

of matter, this extraordinary infight in futurity, 

in my opinion, is, and mutt be carried on by the 

intervention of {pirits. Inthe next place, [ cannot 

but obferve,that as the knowledge which arifes from 

the Second Sight, dreams and apparitions, has no 

tendency to inftill bad morals or promote in- 

fidelity, but rather the contrary, there is lefs 

reafon to fuppofe it to refult from a malevolent 

being, who cannot in reafon be fulpected to con- 

tribute in the lJeaft to reform mankind: when we 

add to this, how much a depravation of manners 

prevail in the world; how men are funk in the moft 

daring impiety, even to deny the Lord who made 

them, fhould we not rather believe, that the Great 

Author of our being, as we are his peculiar care 

and favourites, has commiflioned, or permitted bene- 
ficient fpirits, minilters of his will, by fuch ftriking 
examples, beyond the power of nature, to awaken 
us from the daliance and fhort pleafure of fin; 

and to convince us, that as we are not flung into 

being by blind chance, or a fatal neceflity, but b 

3 L2 his 
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his al] faperintending Providence, it is our intereft 
of greateft importance, to fit and prepare burfelves 

in this life, which is fo foon to end; that we may die 

the death of the righteous, which is natural for all 
men to defire, unlefs, from a ftoical apathy, we fup- 

_prefs in our imagination the ftrong paffion of hope © 
and fear, 

Copy, Letter from the Author, in anfwer to one from 

a Clergyman ; which is iid Sal in gremio, 

«¢ Reverend Sir, 

OUR favour of the iff of May I received, 
and had the pleafure therein to fee, that you 

have got the better, at leaft a truce from_the ftub- 

born pain in your hand, which diftrefled you fo 

long; and obliged the wide circle of your «friends, 

inftead of improving as ufual, by the produétion of 
your quill, to turn their thoughts, and. confine 

themfelves, to the melancholy theme of condoling 

your fituation, and lamenting, in vain, fo generala 

lofs to the commoa-wealth of letters, which feemed 

to ftand in defiance of all remedies. The compli- 

ments you are pleafed to make me in the beginning 

and other paflages of your moft elegant letter, I 

muft confider as the refult of partiality, and the 

overflowings of a breaft poffeft of the pureft friend- 

fhip, and moft extenfive benevolence. Indeed, the 

progrefs you have made in the belles lettres, learn- 

ed languages, and more efpecially in your own pro- 

vince as a divine, would render it an arduous un- 

dertaking in me to oppole your fentiments on any 

proble- 

e. 
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problematical que‘tion; but, as the remarks in 

your letter on vifion and the Second Sight, have 
probably been thrown together in a hurry, with- 

out attending to what I advanced in favours of 
both, it has given me fome advantage in framing 

my anfwer, ast have fpent more time and enquiry, 

to pry imto that intricate fpeculation. You'll for- 
give me to infert your wards at fome length, that 
I may have them before my eyes, as well as in my 

mind, while I go about to confider the force of your 

reafoning diltin@ly throughout the feveral periods.” 

“¢ Dear Sir, May 1.1759. 

AN a time when Chriftianity, that is to fay, the 

& moft harmleis, or, to {peak more juftly, the 

mott benevolent, the moft ufeful, and of courfe 

the divineft inftitution, that ever yet was publifhed 

to the world, is fo rudely affaulted, and new at- 
tempts made every day to build irreligion, or, in 

other words, immorality and perdition on its ruins, . 

any one who draws his pen in defence of it, un- 

doubtedly deférves the thanks of the public, as well 
as of individuals; even tho’ his arguments thould 
happen not to be itrittly conclufive ; Jz magnis vo- 

luiffe fat ef. Butin the mean time, however coms 

mendable, the zeal of every fuch advocate may be, 
_ we are under no obligation to give the affent of our 

underitandings to every topic he urges, or to adopt 

every hypothefis he happens to ftart : For my fhare, 

1 cannot help being fond of every thing that under- 

takes to confirm or vindicate my faith; nor is it ealy 

L 3 for 
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forme not to have a peculiar value, and a very 

Rtrong partiality for every thing that is the offspring 

either of your fancy, or underftanding. But fill, 
to fpeak but the language of my confcience, I am 
at leaft fceptical, as to the credibility of the Se- 

cond Sight; and, in great earneit, how is it poflible 
to demonftrate, I mean in the moral way,)that thefe 

people, who, according to your fyftem, carry on a 
commerce with. the invifible world, or have reve-. 

lations communicated to them by fuperior beings, 

are neither impofed. upon themfelves, nor in. the 
humour of impofing on others ? How, pray, comes 

it-to-pafs, that thefe Seers of vifions, are neither 

véemarkable for the purity of their manners, the 

rectitude of their hearts, the extent of their know- 

ledge, or ftrength of parts? Are they the devouteft, 

are they the wifeft, are they the honefteft and moft 
undefigning-part of our cotemporaries, who have 

pretended to make apocalyptical difcoveries? One 

can {carce venture to fay fo; and. putting the cafe, 

that thefe vifions or difcoveries. are. fufficiently au-— 

thentic, rather abfolutely, than problematical, or 

quite apocryphal; ftill you will have a difficulty in 

proving that they are of importance. enough to be 

worthy of an All-wife, All-mercifulGop; or that 
they are any thing elfe than random. conjectures,. 

made by enthufialtical, or wrong-headed, defigning 

or felf interefted men, whofe. internal fenfes are 

ftrongly tinged with fuperftition, or their hearts, 
corrupted by ambition, craft or avarice, ‘The ora-. 
cular refponfes of old heathen deities have, I. dare: 

| affirm, 

™~ 
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affirm, as much of divine authority ftamped upon 
them, as any one anecdote we are able to pick out 

of the hiftory of deuterofcopic perfons: And thould 

it be objected, that many of the prediftions made by. 

Second Sighted people, have been exactly accompli- 

fhed or verified by correfponding events, one may 
anfwer, that the cafe is exactly the fame, with regard: 

to the prophecies vended by Augurs, Necromancers,: 

Aftrologers and Fortune-tellers of every denomina- 
tion: All fuch revelation-mongers, fuppofing 

them to be pofleffed of a reafonable fhare of com-, 
mon fenfe and fagacity, muft unavoidably: ftum- 

ble upon truth: once or twice in their lives ; and 

you muft be quite fenfible, that one or two 

fach lucky, tho’ fortuitous inftances of divination, 

will * eftablifh, the credit of fuch impoftures; 

-and, at the fame time, bury all their cunning-. 

devifed-lies. in,! perhaps, eternal oblivion.. In, 

fine, Iam far from being in the humour of rai- 
fing a great deal of duit to.darken. any important; 

truth, or flarting objections in order to weaken the, 

eredit.of fuch. an. hypothefis, much: lefs in. favour of, 

you: But you will: permit me to obferve, That, in 
fpite of the many fhroud and ingenious things you 

have faid to fupportit, the Advocates and Abettors 

of Infidelity, who will not be perfuaded, tho’ they: 
have Mo/fes and the Prophets; and, what is more, 

* ¢i,¢.) With the eredulous and deluded vulgar, whom 

Satan and their lufts have deceived, 

- Chrift 
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Chriff and his Apoftles, will peri in their incor-: 
rigible folly, tho’ one fhould rife from the dead to 
preach the doétrine of the Second Sight tothem. To: 

conclude, I take the liberty to add, That if H—r 

did apply that ver/atile ingenium, to which your e-’ 

legant correfpondent has done no more than com- 
mon juitice, to the other fide of the queftion, that, 

theory of vifion, for which you now plead with un-" 
common eloquence and ftrength of reafon, would 

in a little time be more out of vogue, in the com- 

mon-wealth of letters, than ever heretofore. 

lever am, yours abfolutely, 

Joun MacPuerson.” © 

Tho’ the learned and ingenious author of the 
above curfory remarks, feems averfe to adopt or 

admit any new hypothefis, but what agrees with 

demonftration, yet I perfuade myfelf he is too rea- 

fonable to expect a mathematical one, to give fanc- 

tion to the Second Sight: Thofe revelation-mon- 

gers, (as he calls them), I have mentioned of my 

own contemporaries, cannot, by any propofition in 

Euclid, be demonftrated to exift, no more than Ce- 

far or Alexander, that lived in remoter ages ; ‘and 

yet we cannot refufe our affent, That foch men 

have rendered, by their infatiableambition; millions 

of mankind miferable, unlefs we arrive’ to that de-_ 

gree of Scepticifm, asto deny what all hiftorians 

have agreed in, and is conveyed down to us by the 

uninterrupted fiream of tradition. I am abfolute- 

ly as certain, asI can be of any thing, and will 
get 
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get hundreds, I might fay more, to fland by 
me, that thofe I mentioned, to fupport Dreams 

and Second Sight, as molt of them are of my own, 

acquaintance, are not tinétured with fuperttition, 

craft, or enthufiafm: And, as they had no defign, 

to impofe on themfelves, or pafs a cheat on man- 

kind, they neither could, or did propofe any cre-, 
dit, fatisfaction or advantage to themielves from. 

their predictions: And, as.to the rectitude of their , 

morals, give me leave, that I may avoid repetitions, . 

only to name half a dozen of thofe mentioned in ~ 

this fmall Eflay; and I dare fay, you will agree, 

they were not capable to be prompted in their de- 

clarations from any felf-views; nor direéted by. 

any other motive than bare Gath allenarly: Thofe 

I point out to you, are Meflieurs MacLean and 

MacLeod minifters, the Lady Coll, Angus Camp- 
bell of Exfay, Normand MacLeod of Waterfieine, 

and Rory MacLeod fon to the decealt Mr. Normand 

MacLeod minifter, perfons untainted with corrup- 
tion, craft, or want of candour. Befides thefe, 

there are feveral others of inferior rank treated of | 

in my collection, who deferve equal credit with any 

of thofe that are named. You'll forgive me to be- 
lieve, That neither birth, liberal education, un- 

common genius, or ftrength of underitanding, are 

qualifications not abfolutely neceflary to give credit 

to the Second Sight; fince we are te believe, to. 

our great fatisfa@ion, that the Author of our Being | 
isnot a refpecter of perfons, but has an equal re- 

gard to the welfare of all, from the f{pade to the 

{cepter ; 
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{cepter ; which the preference given to defpifed La- 

zarus, and the poor humble Publican, beyond luxu- — 

rious Dives, and the conceited Pharafee, fufficiently 

evince. You feem to be of opinion, the knowledge 

which arifes from the Second Sight, may be fuppo- 
fed to be of fuch fmall importance, as is unworthy 
ofan All-wife, and All-merciful Gop : To which I 

anfwer, that nothing can be of greater concern to — 

mankind in general, as they areapt, with Lor’s wife, ~ 

at the hazard of perdition, to look back and return to — 

their beloved fins, than to warn and keep tl.em in 
mind of death and eternity, which they are ready 
to forget and defpife: And next to Gon’s infinite 
goodnefs in creating man, and. providing for his 

falvation, there is not a greater difplay of his mer- 
cy and: paternal care, than to illuminate fome of 

both fexes, rich and poor, old and young, learned 

and unlearned, in different ages and countries, to 

inftrué and: convey to:others, the important doc-’ 
trine of the exiftence of fpirits, and the immortali- 

ty of the foul; which fhould lead us to admire, 
and eraderally to acknowledge the kind providence © 

of Gop, which has not confined thefe preternatural 

communications to the wife and great, nor to par- 

ticular countries, or different periods of time. I 

hate the race of Impoftors, and confider them as_ 
the property, unlefs they repent, of their old. 
and malicious father, who impofed on the curiofity 

of credulous Eve There is none I have mentioned 

comes under that denomination; and this I can at-_ 

telt of moft of them ; cau/a fcientie, they impar-~ 
‘ait, ted 
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ted not their difcoveries at random, to a few per- 

fons in private, or at any time altered their narra- 

tions; and, indeed, it were hard to confound 

thofe who are of unblemifhed morals, with For- 

tune-tellers, Necromancers, and Mountebank-re- 

tailers of Good News from the Stars, who have no 

affinity with Seers of the Second Sight; as the firft 

belong to different claffes of men, who take up’ 

their profeflion with matchlefs impudence to raife 

a reputation, as perfons qualified with extraordina- 
ry fagacity and penetration to fortell futurities ; 

which having eftablifhed the beft they can, for felf- 

intereft, vend their ware ‘afterwards at their own 

price, tothe deluded creatures who have the mis- 

fortune to become their dupes: On the contrary, 

thofe who fee the Second Sight, have no fuch am- 

bition, expect neither profit or reputation from 

their difcoveries; and, as they aim at no advantage 

from their involuntary knowledge, which, often 

furprifes them with dread and diforder, itis, with 

difficulty, many of them are prevailed upon to com- 

municate the hated offspring of their imprefled 

imagination : : Tho’ I mult be very fenfible, that it 
is too much affurance in any, not a Levite, to af- 

fect a competition with you in your own province 
as a Divine, in which you have fucceeded to the bene- 

fit and great fatisfaction of all your acquaintances; 
yet you'll forgive me the freedom ofafriend, to put 
you in mind, that the infight conveyed to plain il- 

literate perfons of future events, can be no difpa- 

ragement to the intereft of religion or revelation.” 
As 2 
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© As the All-wife God,who feeth uot as man,was 

pleafed, under the law, to chufe Judges and Pro- 

phets, not of any illuftriows race of men; 

which afterwards gave occafion, when Saul was 
infpired, to a proverbial faying, Is Saul alfo a- 

mong the prophets? Likewife the Son of God, 
under the gofpel, when he difpenfed the treafure of 

eternal falvation, difdained not to affociate with 
men of low degree, publicans and finners, that 
he might bring them to repentance. It fhould not 

even be fuppofed, that it is unworthy of the Great 
Author of our-being, who has an abfolute right and — 

equal regard to all ranks of men; but that,according 

to his unerring will and pleafure, he may illuminate 
the meaneft peafants in thefe arcana’s, which he 

thinks fit to deny to others; and in what either 

a Locke or Neawfon, in their utmoft refearches, with 

the force of their parts, either natural or acquired, 

could not find out. I return you hearty thanks for 
the good opinion you have of me; I am proud of 

your efteem, and expe fhall not deferve it the lefs, 
that Iam refolved not to apoftaftize either from my 

hypothefis, or vary in the refolution that I have to 

remain unalterably, that I am, 

Quod nequeo monfirare, et fentio tantum; 

yours, %c. ae js" 

se P, S.-It mult he confeft, our ideas and narrow 

conceptions, will not ferve us to open the fhades 

which vail the Second Sight from human know- 

ledge: As it derives its fource from a hidden 

fpring, which nonplus our underftanding. But if 
Ariftippus, 
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Ariftippus, for the benefit of pofterity, as well as the 

prefent generation, would improve on the materials 

of my colleftion; 1 doubt not, it would, under the 

fan&tion of his name and condué, give fuch an 
eclairciflement in what many feem abftrufe, as will 
for ever eftablifh the credit of Deuterofcopia, to the 

good purpofes J intended. 

_ Say, frall my little bark attendant fail, 

Pur fie ie the triumph, and partake the gale. 
- POPE, — 

Copy, Letter ‘from the Reverend Mr. Angus MacNeil 
hye ey minifier of South Uilt. 

To the Author. 

Dear Sir, Dec. 14. 1761. 

OU may remember, that, in difcourfing of the 

Second ‘Sight at Glenelg, where I had thé 
pleafure of feeing you laft, you exprefled great cu- 

_ fiofity, to fee a book wrote on that fubject, by one 

Mr. Frafer, called the Dueterofcopia. 1 have 

fearched for, and found out the faid book; and it 

is with pleafure I embrace this opportunity of fend- 

ing it for your perufal by the bearer, this billet e- 

{corting it. Suppofing the author a man of vera- 
city, and I think his charatter leads us to believe 

fo; he has done a great deal to eftablifh the doc- 

trine of the Second Sight. I muft.own, I am half 

a convert to his opinion, and, I am perfuaded the 

iii and ese Ba i of your arguments on that 

 M* , fubject, 
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fabjeét, when publifhed to the world, will compleat 
my converfion. If you intend plublifhing your 
book -by fubfcription, be pleafed to acquaint me, 

thatd may procure you as many fubferibers as pof- 

fible; and you may reft affured, I'll do myfelf the 

pleafure to be one; fhould Providence order it fo, 
that you cannot overtake publifhing it in your life- 
time; itis my humble opinion, you fhould order 

the publication of it in-your will; for to conceal 
your Lucubrations, is injuring mankind, and depri- 
ing all your acquaintance of the very great pleafure © 

and benefite they promife themfelves, from their 

being made public. I am, (wifhing you health 
and happinefs, and life, till your literary offspring 
fees the light; and as long after that, as Gow 
pleafes), Dear Sir, Your very affectionately. 

Ancus MacNegv. 

Copy, Letter form the Reverend Mr. William Mac- 
Queen, miniffer in Trotternith. 

To the Aus thar. ; 

Sir, 10th February, 1962. 

5 Gas very kind and polite letter of the 6th 
infant, came to my hands the other day: 3 

forwarded it to the gentlemen, joined with me: in 
the addrefs: It gives me the moft folid pleafure, to 

find by it, that the virtue of gratitude is not total- 
ly extinguifhed amongft the human fpecies, when 
you are pleafed to exprefs fuch a fenfe of favours, 
done you by my father, and of the fatisfa@ion you 

derived 
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derived from his company and friendfhip, as feems to 
have thoroughly penetrated you, and leave the molt 
indelible impreffions upon your mind: Muft not this 

lay me and my collegue under. the ftrongeft ties, 

_of repairing, to the utmoft of our power, the lofs 

you fuffered in being deprived of your antient 

friend, who; were he now alive, would, I’ll afhrm,. 

join with the greateft ardour in. the tribute of ap- 

plaufe, which the public fo juftly gives, on account. 

of your Treatife intended: for the prefs; which I 

hope, if candidly confidered, will beat infidelity in 

- our bounds,.and elfewhere, out of countenance.” 

This, Sir, was a tafk referved for you alone, who, 

to the knowledge, gravity and experience of ages 
have fuperadded the vivacity and fire of youth, and 
who, by the vigour of your mind, and fuperiority of 
genius, are able to accomplifh what has been long. 

wilhed for, and often attempted unfuccefsfully : 

_ And this you doina manner, and on a plan; 

fcarce ever thought of before, fo that you may 

break out in the fame exulting {train with the Poet. 

Peragro loca nullius ante 

Trita folo; juvat integros accedere fonteis, 

Atque haurire; juvatque novos difcerpere flores. LuCR, 

Go en, Sir, toreclaim miftaken mankind, and toen- 

_rich the republic of letters, from that fund which you 

have been laying up for many years, in the faithful 
_ repofitory of your mind, now replete with whatever 

_ isufeful among the fages of antiquity, or among the - 

more enlightned moderns : Allow me to repeat, (as 

M 2 | far 
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far as Iremember) what I read in fome French book, 
concerning Cardinal de Fleury, and which may with 
great Propriety be applied to you, S’7/ ya jamais 
eu guelgu’ un @’ heureux fur la terre, cétoit fans doute 
Cardinal de Fleury. On le regarda comme un homme 
de plus aimable, & dela focieté la plus delicieufe, jus- 
qu a lage de. foixantets trieze ans, e lorfqu’ a 
cet age, ou tant de vieillards fe retirent du monde, il 

7 

eut pris en main la plume, il fut regardé comme un 
des plus fages,& conferva toujours une téte faine, livré 

et capable des affaires. Quotations from the learned, 
or from foreign languages, would, if I was writing 

to certain people, be, not without reafon, conftrued 

pedantry ; but when writing to an author, in rela- 

tion to his produdtions, it, I hope, lofes that appella- 
tion. Forgive me, Sir, if perhaps my zeal has be- 

trayed me intoany expreflions, which, to an indiffe- 
rent perfon, may feem exaggerated or enthufiaftic ; 

but to you, am hopeful, they will appear to be the 

natural overflowings of a heart overcharged with a 

fente of your unalterable friendfhip to my father, 

your good-will to myfelf, and your pious inclinati- 
ons towards mankind. Under this cover, I return. 

your Formula, and am forry I could not be ufeful 

in collecting fubferiptions asI inclined ; this is part- 
ly owing to a miftake of your fervant, wlio did not 
deliver your letter to me at Sxizort, on a burial 

occafion, when he gave my brother his, who, from D 

an eager defire to ferve you, picked up the fubferip- 
‘tions of almoft all my parifhioners, who were wil- 
ling to fubfcribe; fo that, when my letter came to 

. hand, 
Lol 

* 
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hand, I fearce had any fubfcribers at all left me. 

1 fhall be extremely glad How foon I may have oc- 
cafion of felicitating you on the publication of the 
Deuterofcopia: And tll then I fhall remain, Sir, 

_ your moft obedient, and moft humble fervant and 
coufin, WixtiiamM MacQueen.” 

Copy, Letter from the Rev. Mr.Dald MacLe od, 
minifter of Glenelg ; i 

To the Author. 

“© Dear Sir, February 27th, 1762. 

was favoured with yours, inclofing your fub{crip- 

I tion propofal. The letter directed for him, I deli- 

yered toM. Betton. It is the misfortune of our coun- 
try, to produce but few that have a relifh for the 

works of the learned however inftructive or entertain- 

ing they may be ; fo that your friends will-have the 

- diilatisfaétion to find their fuccefs fall very far fhort 

of their zeal, in promoting your intereft in this cafe. 

Still your friends fhall not be wanting in 

any thing they can do, and indeed they 

fhould be much to blame; were it otherwife, when, 

befides the merit of the performance, and the re- 

gard they juftly owe you, they have the additional 

motive of having the firft author of diftinction, that 

ever the Clan produced, to prompt them, to give 

all due encouragement to it, I am extremely well 

pleafed to find Mr. Angus MacNiel to be one of the 
- many genteel profelytes you have made to the Deu- 

M 3 terofcopia, ay 
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terofcopia. 1 have been long fincea convert to the 
elegant and {pirited manner in which it is writ; and 

when [| fhall have read the whole with that attenti- 
on it requires, I know not what effet a chain of 

reafoning, conduéted in that eminently fubtile and 

ingenious manner, may have upon me, by fuch com- 

pofitions, as, by a kind of enchantment, the moft 
obftinately cautious, have femetimes. been carried 

away from themfelves. Remember me in the kind- 

eit manner to your neighbour /7/’ we, With my 

compliments to your family, lam, dear Sir,- Your 
molt obedient, humble fervant. 

DonaLp MacLeon.” 

Copy, Letter from the Rev. Mr. Donald MacQueen 

minifter in North-Uult, 

Jo the luther 

* Sir, May, 6th, 1762. 

VY OUR letter came to hand a confiderable time 
: ago, with the propofals for printing, by fub-. 

{cription, your Treatife on the Second Sight, which I — 

jaid before all the gentlemen in this parifhata public 
meeting. The number of fubfcribers 1s fmaller than 

I at firit expected, which, I affure you, is not owing 
to the want of diligence in me; I wifh, for your fake, 

t could have procured more; however fuch a fmall 

number in every parifh, would be fome encourage- 

ent for the publication. I have known fo many 
relations of the Second Sight many years ago, 
that I had no manner of doubt of the exiftence of 

fuch 
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vifions, and, it is ftill my opinion, that they are not 
feen by the external organ, otherwife all clear fight- 

ed people might fee them alike; but thatit isa re- 

prefentation, made to the imagination, by fome fpi- 

rit, either good or bad; which of thefe itis to be 

afcribed to, I fhall not take upon me pofitively to 

determine, as nothing but conjectures can be for- 

_med about that point; and, to tell you my private 

fentiments, I don’t chufe, as it would be talking 

of War before Hannibal.” 

*¢ The lift } have taken of the fubferibers is fallen 

by hand, and that is the reafon why a return has 

not been fent you fooner; they are fix in number + 

all for bound copies, to be delivered at Dunvegan; 

and to them you may add, Sir, your moft humble 

fervant, 
Donatp MacQueen.” 

Is there any thing in Nature of more general con- 

cern to mankind than the falvation of their fouls; 

or any knowledge fo neceflary for them to ac- 

quire, as what leads to confirm the exiftence of {pi- 

rits, and immortality of their fouls? To be indifferent 

or fceptical in either, can be no commendation to 
any man, tho’ he fhould otherwife be as learned 

and eloquent as any of the firft clafs among the 

Old Greeks and Romans: In proportion as a perfon 
is doubtful of his immortality, it muft weaken his 
zeal and damp his devotion; and tho’, in confor- 

mity to the eftablifhed religion of his country, he _ 
fhould | 
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fhould pray evening and morning, attend facra- 

ments, and perform the other duties and rites of 
religion, What will it avail, folong as he remains 

uncertain that his foul will live for ever, ‘after it 

emerges out of the body? Thofe who, among: 

Chrittians, deny Predi@ions by Dreams, Second’ 

Sight, and Apparitions, are not wholly aware, how 

great a handle they give up to Unbelievers. Fo 
queftion the credibility of the Sacred Oracles‘where- 

in there are fo many appeals, and much mention: 
ot intelligence conveyed this way; and if the in- 

telligences we get in this hidden manner, are, from 

innumerable examples, facred and profane, pro- 

ven to be the authentic; will it be a good objection. 

againit fuch communications, that we cannot con- 

ceive the manner in which they are carried on?. 

Can we pretend to know exaétly how the union 

betwixtsour own fouls and bodies exifts and ope- 
rates in all its circumftances? Much lefs can we’ 

comprehend by what means a fpiritual intercourfe 

is introduced by other intelleftual Beings; and, 

yet, if we abfolutely refufe that fuch feenes have ex- 

ifted, we fap the foundation of all religion, and 
may herd with the brutal part of the creation. In- 

deed, if any one could give us the hiftory, or any 

‘credible account, how prediaions are conveyed and 

accomplifhed, diftinét from thofe intimations that 

arife from Second Sight, Dreams, and Apparitions, 

there would be lefs reafon to contend for the latter, 

fince they are beyond the power of our faculties 

to comprehend ; But as none of my acquaintance, » 
or 
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or even Libertines, orFree-thinkers, have attempted, . 

with any tolerable fuccefs, to lead us into fuch a fe- 

cret; is if not more eligible to acquiefée in opini- 

on with the learned and unlearned in all ages and 

countries, when it'confirms the greate®; and /ixe 

gua non, article of our faith and holy religion; 

than to continue fceptical in a cafe of the utmoft 
importance, and boldly: renounce all ‘apocalyptic 

communications? “ 

P. s. In Sudsatt bes cies of May 5. 5762, we 

are informed of a tragical feene of perfecution and 

martyrdom, acted at Téo/oufe the 1oth of laft Fe- 

bruary, onthe Reverend Mr. Rochette minifter, and 

three Noblemen, who before, and at their execu-. 

tion, according to the teftimony. of many fpeéta- 
tors, enjoyed fuch an undifturbed compofure and 

ferenity of mind, that the tears of their very enemies, 

which flowed plentifully on. that difmal occafion, 

ferved, inftead of a thoufand witnefles, to confirm,’ 

that thefe blefled Martyrs were divinely infpired, 

and vifibly fupported with fupernatural aid, to un- 

dergo the hard fentence' of their condemnation’: 

And indeed, fince the times of Disclefian and Maxi- 

Hints thefe notable perfecuting Emperors, who 

wantonly fpilt the blood of the Saints, there has 

not appeared, in the annals of Hiftory, four perfons 

more eminent, who gave ftronger proof ‘of con- 
fummate piety, and perfeverance to the Jaft. ¢! It is 
true, in all periods, wherever Popery prevailed, 
there has not been wanting feverals, who, with 

. their 
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their blood, fealed the faith once delivered to the 
Saints: This makes it evident, That God Almigh- 
ty, from his great love to mankind, is pleafed to 

raife in every age, for wife purpofes, chofen-veffels, 

prepared and illuminated by him, to uphold the 

faith of their fellow-creatures in the effentials of re- 
ligion: And now, feeing this gracious affiftance 
and illumination of the Spirit-of God, has been 
manifeftly difplayed inthe firft and pureft ages, 
and remarkably conveyed to the bleffed Martyrs 
under Heathen perfecution,. and fince continued ; 

_ by which they, with joy for the prize that was fet. 
before them, endured fire, fword, and to be torn 

of wild beafts; Is it any ways ftrange, or lefs cre- 
dible, that another branch of Divine Revelation,: 

by Dreams and Vifions, for the fame wife ends, 

which, as admitted facts, are carried down to our. 

awn times by the beft Hiftorians, and the univer- 
fal ftream of Tradition, fhould not be equally cer- 

tain and indifputable? 

What more evidence can be defired for Preditti- 
ons, than the general confent of the learned and un- 

learned, that they have been verified and accomplifh- 
ed? What better proof can be required for the truth . 

of the Second Sight,than that upwards of an hundred 

~ inftances,- to which thoufands might be added, ex- 
emplified in the preceeding Colleétions, have been 

exactly fulfilled; according to the candid teftimony 

of .perfons of all ranks, who lived in remote — 
ages and countries, as they are delivered down 

® - 
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to pofterity by the beft Hiftorians; befides, that 
many fuch revelations are {till in ule, and afcertain- 
ed by innummerable people, equally candid, who 

are living to this day? To expect any further help 

from Matter, which can neither give, nor receive 

any intelligence of Predictions, is idle and impertt- 

ment, ‘If the Sceptic, or Free-thinker, vainly ex- 
pects more illuftration, on a fubjeét confefledly ab- 
ftrufe, one would think, as it is of fuch importance, 

he ought to to give a public intimation of the mode 
and ftandard of his faith, with the means to fettle 
and compofe his convittion, without which itis im- 

poffible to fatisfy his feruples, any other way than 

from thofe-hints and facts already mentioned, 

THEOPHILUS INSULANUS, 

SUPPLE- 
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HE fource of this difmal dikemper of the 

mind, manifeltly arifes from the corrupt 

fountain of a vicious or neglected education, which 
sanryates itfelf through the feveral Rages of life, 

and ftrongly accompanies the area be fufferer 

tohis grave. The mind of all men, at the firh 

dawn of reafon, is alike tender and pliable ; and, 

in that raw condition, whatever impreflion it re- 
eeives of vice or virtue, feldom fails to exert itfélf 

-in conformity thereto thereafter, unlefs fome extra- 

ordinary circumitance breaks in upon it, which is 

N not 
~ 

~ 
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not to be expected, as it is next toa miracle. The 

influence of education and habit, ftand uncontefted 

in all ages and countries; fo that Lycurgus, the 

- wile Lacedemonian law-giver, being fenfible of its ef-. 

fects, gave a notable inftance of the prevalent force 

of cuftom, to his countrymen, which I take the 
liberty to infert, as related by Plutarch: he took 
two whelps of the fame litter, and ordered them 

to be bred in a different manner; a while there- 

after, he took occafion, in an aflembly of the people, 

to difcourfe of what great advantage the cuftomary 

practice of wholefome inftru@tion and precepts, 

was to the attainment of virtue; in the clofe of his 

harangue he told them, that, to convince them the 

more, he would make an appeal to their own fenfes: 

and ‘let them fee a demonttration of his words by 

example. Upon this, the two whelps were ordered’ 

to be brought into the hall, and there being fet 

down to them a difh of fragments and a live hare, 

one of the dogs immediately, as he was bred, run 

at the hare, and the other as greedily devoured 

: the fragments: while the people were racking their 
brains to find out the moral of this fingular procetd- 
ing; This, fays Lycurgu:, is purfuant to what I before 

told you: For you fee thefe dogs do as they were bred; 

and though both are of the fame litter, yet the di- 

-verfity of breeding hath made the one a good Hound, 

and the other a contemptible Cur, good for nothing 

‘but to lick pots and: difhes. This leads me to 

confider how unreafonable it is to expe&, that the 
delicate youth, who now buy commiffions in the 

Briti/h 



TREATISE on the SECOND SIGHT. 1147 

Britifh army, that are brought up inthe height of 

luxury, and the fafhionable vices of the age, by. 
which their minds are enervated and their bodies 

enfeebled, fhould be equally fit for the fervice of 

their king and country, with thofe veterans, who, of 

a flamp with the Macedonian Argyrafpides, are 
brought up with hardfhips and inured to the toils 

of war. ; 

‘The glittering beaux, before-mentioned, muft 

excufe me to think the latter would, with all alacri- 

a ty, tread in the glorious paths of honour. they have 

been accuftomed to fo early, and rufh at all hazards 

on the enemies of Britain; while the dreffy brilliant 

gentleman of the city, fuchas Pompey ledat Pharfalia, 

would turn their backs on the enemy, to ftorm Cham- 

paiga at night,and feaft in a found tkin on the beloved 

ficth-pots of Egypt. Since, then, fo much depends on 

education, great care fhould be taken to form the 

minds of children early to the principles of religion, 
which alone (befides the importance of it in other 

_refpects) directs mankind to yield obedience to law- 
ful magiltrates, to be honeftin our dealing; and, in fo 

far as. we are able, to defend our jult properties, and, 

vi ef armis, to promote the intereft and glory of 

the kingdom or {tate to which we belong. T he 

bias fhould be fet right at firft, and the mind prepof- 

fefled for the intereit of virtue ; this is the way to 

fmooth the paflage to a happy life, to reconcile ap- 

petite with reafon, and render the affe¢étions more 

manageable ever afterwards, Motion is flrongly di- 
rected 

- 
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rected, and the bent taken from the firft impreffion: 

Cultom willmake a good praétice as eafy asa bad 

one: For, as in childhood the memory is ftreng, and 

the body capable of application, the mind not yet 

overcharged with cares, the power of intereft not 

grown up, and the baits of pleafure hung’ much out 

of fight, the youth is unfeifed with the prevalence 
of habit and the mifchievous, infection of ill compa= 
ny. Vice, if webelieve the general complaint, ripens 

io faft now a-days, and runs up to feed fo early in 

young people, that-it requires the utmoft caution to 

preferve them from the contagion. The firlt, but 

certain confequence of the want of a virtuous edu- 

cation, is, that the youth becomes the public mark 

of contempt and derifion; the follies he cannot, by 

the. bare force of unafliited nature,fmother or correa, 

jay him. open to. the obfervation, and thence to the 

malicious detraStion, of company: All their wit is 

employed to found his want of underftanding; and 

when his weakne(fs has betrayed him to the enemy, 

they mof ungeneroufly infult the wretch, and make 

him the fabje@ of their mirth and raillery, The 

unfortunate youth, finding himfelf in this bad fitua- 

tion, and thus vilified, to retrieve his credit, perhaps 

with rakes and fharpers (a throng company, eafy ta 
b: met with), he launches out into the wide ocean of 

shocking extravagancies, and moft daring impieties,. 

until he becomes better qualified for bedlam than to 

ferve in any ftation civil or military. Should 

a perfon thus accoutred, of which I am afraid there 

are too many, by his own or friends intereit, pro- 
cure 
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cure a commiffion to ferve by fea or land; What 

could. be expected from fuch united endowments, 

but lofs, fhame and difappointments? And there- 
fore it would be moft worthy of the care and enqui- 

ry of the ftate, to fupprefs the pernicious practice of 

traffic for commifiions, by any of whatever rank or 

denomination; and to enact, that henceforth we 

conform tothe wife regulations of other nations, 

who only beftow preferments on merit and experi- 

ence; which, with all due fubmiflion, [ think, is 

fufficiently momentuous to attraé the attention of . 

‘the legiflative power. Since I. have mounted the 

pulpit, and commenced a preacher, I mutt obferve; 

that there is another great evil under the Sun, that . 
fome who have liberal education, and make.tolera- 

ble progrefs in fcience, philofophy and the belles 

lettres, on any fudden change of ftate, and oppofi- - 

tion to their favourite political fyftem, exert the ut- 

moft bent of their natural.and.acquired parts, to in- 

ftill loofe and unfettled principles in mankind, with 

a malicious view, not only to derogate from the au- 

thenticity of the facred Oracles, but to revile mora- - 

lity, unhinge government, banter all laws divine 

and human, and, in a word, reduce the world to . 
its primitive chaos, which confefledly would become - 
the natural. confequence of a general depravation of - 

manners. <A certain perfon of quality, who lived . 

in Utopia, in the days of yore, was. diitinguithed . 

with fuperior talents, and though poflefled as he was . 

-of all advantages that human literature can. add to 
= apEepee mind, yet feemed apparently to be a 

“melancholy 
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melancholy example of this amazing caft of 

thought, who, to preferve his credit with the Jite- 
rati of his time, induftrioufly concealed, as much as 

poflible, his refentment, and’ the inward rancour of 

his breaft, for being degraded, leaft by divulging and 

abetting his falfe philofophy, fo repugnant to ad- 

mitted principles, he fhould draw on himfelf, in his 

life-time, the juft refentment he deferved from all 

fincere chriftians and found moralifts. - : 

The effects of power, revenge, and ambition, are 

éxtraordinary and boundlefs; they blind our facul- 
ties, they ftagger our refolution, and they fubvert 
our nature. Not all the Metamorphofes of Ovid 

ean produce a parallel to the change that appears in 

the fame man, when he becomes a difcontented 

courtier. However, that the overflowings of his 

heart might not be {mothered, or buried with him- 

felf, he ordered his executors, as if he gloried in 

‘the performance, to publifh his impious principles, 

_ which, though delivered in a moft elegant file, 

yet has a manifelt tendency to fubvert order, and 

promote atheifm and rebellion: Quis talia fando! 

&c. There is a ftrange inclination in mankind after 
fame, to be thought eminent for qualities that are 

uncommon; and this may be fuppofed to be the 

{pring of fome mens oppofition to the principles of 

revelation : They think, perhaps, by this means, 

to pafs for perfons whofe underitandings are en- 

Jarged from vulgar prejudices ; ; and who, in their 

purfuit after unowleage! are under no bias, not in-" 

fluenced 
- 

4 
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fluenced by cuftom, human authority, nor by any 

confideration, but the bare abjtract reafon and 

truth of things. Loofe principles confeffedly are the 
black fchool of the moft extravagant impieties, viz. 

A contempt of the glorious author of our Beings 
difebedience to parents, and lawful magiftrates ; a 

tacit difregard to focial and moral duties; murder, 

-‘rapine, cowardice and intemperance, are the ge- | 

nhuine offspring of this terrible caft of mind: So 

that, when any attempts are advanced by fuch per- 

fons, and infidioufly adapted, though under a plau- 

fible mafk, to extirpate reafon, nonplus the under- 

ftanding, and miflead our fenfes from received opi- 

nions; the infolent patrons of fuch fhocking abfur- 
dities are to be deemed as a common nuifance, and 

guarded again{it as a plague, which would deftroy 

undiftinguifhed, or turn frantick, the whole of our 

{pecies. Thofe who favour deiftical principles, are 

commonly obferved at firft to preach up morality ; 

that, under its covert and fan@ion, they might 

veil their infidelity, and not ftartle their reader, 

until, with eafy tranfitions, artful words and phra- 

fes, they work upon the -underftanding unwarily 

to give fome affent to their hypothefis: But, ona 

fecond review, and careful reading, one will: fee 

through the deceit, that /atet anguis in herba, and 

be able digito monftrare, et dicier, Hic eff. What 

avails title, learning, and _a plentiful fortune to a 

perfon of any rank, if he ceafes to be religious? 

And if, from a noviciate in bad morals, he becomes 

a graduate in irreligion; if, froma deferved difre- 
- gard 



12 SUPPLEMENT To Tue Ge: 
oat 

gard ‘to his minifterial capacity, he turns a. difcon- 

‘tented courtier ;.and, in this ftate of- humiliation, 

to gratify his revenge, plans and initills wanton 

-bold fchemes, fubveriive. of the rights and liberties 

of. his countrymen : When fuch a perfon is. a pro- 

feffed advocate for infidelity, and endeavours to fap. 
religion, and a conftitution which he ought to de- 

fend with the laft drop of his blood, Would not 

fuch a minifter be fitter, and much better qualified, 
to plan and prefide in the cabinet of Pluto, than. 

to enjoy a fhare.of adminiftration in the Senate, or 

any other Chriftian Society? 

Fil. NALS: 
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SECOND SIGHT. 

Oromon, the wifeft Prince of his time, and of 

moft experience, fays, “It is better to be in 

the houfe of mourning than laughter :” Intima- 

ting thereby, That viewing the corpfe of a departed 

friend or acquaintance, raifes in the mind of man 

an awful contemplation of his original ana exit; 

to put him in mind, that after death comes judg- 

ment; which ought. to excite his devotion, and draw 

his attention to make due preparation againit the 

great, the folemn day of final retribution, by baul- 

-king the ftrong folicitations of criminal appetites, 

which lead to perdition: Inftead. of which, we 
fhould turn our thoughts, and bend our utmoft ef- 
forts to lead a holy courfe of life, during our thort 

| pilgrimage, before the curtain is remov’d, and that 

; we 
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we eater allat once into a new world of eternal du- 

ration, This conduét, the wife, the infpired 
Preacher, after he had confidered, and well weigh- 

edevery thing under the fun, ,and found them but 

emptinefs and vanity, declares incomparably more 

profitable than to join in profufe mirth, revels, and 

all manner of voluptuous excefles, which unbend the 
mind, dethrone reafon, give a loofe, and open 

the flood-gates to allintemperance ; and, thus the 

man, in this bad fituation, is brought on a level 

with the} brutal world; thofe paltry enjoyments 

have rendered him unmindful of any higher fpecu- 

lations than thofe enticing fcenes, which, in the 

‘ midit of luxury, occupy his fenzes. Thefe initances 

which follow, tho’ they were not wanted to con- 

firm the truth of the Second Sight; yet, as they 
moftly turn on warning, to the hving, to prepare 

for death, and are the fame in fabftance to fupport 

my hypothefis, I hope.they will not be unaccepta- 
ble to the ferious part of my readers; and for thofe 

that are not fo, itis not my aim to pleafe them; 
they will, perhaps, find their tafte much better re- 

galed from Arabian or Turkifb tales, than from 

any plain apocalyptical difcoveries, ancient or mo- 

dern. | 

Inflance 1. PATRicK MacCasxitt, an honeft 

country farmer, of good report with all his neigh- 

bours, who deferves credit as much as any church- 

man of the moft unblemifh’d morals, and is mention- 

ed in the body of this Treatife, declared to me, 
That, 
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That, in the evening before the Earl of Loudon at- 
tempted to furprize the young Pretender, at the 

caftle of Moy, Donald MacCrummen, piper to the 

independent company, (commazded by the young 

Laird of MacLeod,) talked with him on the ftreet 

of Invernefs, where they were then under arms, to 

march, they did: not know whither, as their expedi- 
tion was kept a fecret:. And that, after the faid Do- 
wald, a goodly perfon, fix feet high, parted with 

him. about a piftol-fhot, he faw him all at once 
contracted to the bignefs of a boy of five or fix years 

old, and immediately, with the next look, refume 

his former fize. The fame night MacCrummen was 

accidently fhot dead on their long march, which 

_ concluded the operation of that night’s enter- 

prize.. 

II, The fame perfon informed me, That, being 

a foldier in the corps commanded by the old Laird 

of MacLeod, at the unfortunate fkirmifh of Jyver- 

ury, one Norman MacLeod, a ferjeant of their 
corps, fell in difcourfe with him, after returning 

from viewing fome pofts fuppofed to be occupied by 

the enemy; and that, notwithftanding the, ferjeant 

was of: aruddy plump complexion, heappeared ta « 

him.then of a ghaftly afpect, his eyes funkim their _ 

fockets, and all his vifage pale as death; and, with 

a fecond look, faw him recover his bloom, which 

was pure red and white. Inlefs than an hour there- 

after, they were alarmed with the enemy’s fire, and 

having come to an adion, which lafted {everal hours; 

the 



156 Treatises on the SECOND SIGHT. 

the ferjeant for fome time maintained an unequal 

fi. xht again{t two or three, but, inthe end, being 

ay erpowered, fell among the flain : Which verified 

the Second Sight and prefage, feen by him before 

the engagement. 

lil. ‘The fame perfon further relates, That when 

he was tenant in Lourgili, he remov’d his bed ina 

warm fammer’s feaion to~a little cabbin at fome 

diftance from his dwelling-houfe, to have the bene- 

ftof a more cool and free air; and that, after 

coing to bed, he heard a noife at his bed-foot of 

fawing and hewing timber, which, tho’ it furprized 

hica, as he was aiitey yet was he in noways feized 

with fear, For eight nights following he was en- 

tertained wit the fame difagreeable noife, which 

much difturbed his reft; at ms end of which, a 

child that had been born to him a few weeks be- 

fore, departed this life; and as he had not a wright 

at hand, he himéelf made his coffin in that part of 

his little cabbin where he had fo oft heard a noife: 

but without recollecting that circumftance until 

the coffin was finifhed, but then remembered the 

whole; and, as he heard no fuch noife thereafter in 

that fpot, concluded the whole'a prefage and com- 

pletion of the noife which fo much difturbed his re- 

pole: S85 <. | 

iV. Donatp MAcCasxixt tenant in Glendale, 

with whofe probity I am intimately acquainted, in- 

formed me, That when he was a fervant to A/ex- 

ander 
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ander MacLeod tackfman of Brucairre, one Donald 

Martin, his fellow-fervant and companion in the 

fame houle, had got Katherine MacLeod (fifter to the 
landlord), with child; and that, thereafter, Marion 
Ghearr, anotable Seer, coming into the houfe at 

night, as fhe pafled a partition, fell on the floor 

and fainted away ; the people of the houfe having 

taken care of her, enquired after fhe recovered,(as fhe © 

was wont to fee the Second Sight), if fhe faw it 

‘ at that time; fhe told fhe had; and that, as fhe 

entered, fhe faw two corpfes ftretched to the dales 

that ftood in the partition, which gave her fuch a 

fright as made her drop on the floor. Soon there- 

after the above Katherine MacLecd died in labour, 

_ without being delivered, and thofe dales were em- 
ployed for her coffin, 

V. The faid Dozald further declares, That Marion 

Nin Dhonill, then living in Scornandaine for twelve 

years before the event happened, faw a corpfe over- 

laid with black cloth, carried up by halfa dozen cf 
men in a narrow pa{s of a rock; which was after 

verified, by a woman having tumbled down a fteep 

xock, where fhe had been gathering fome herbs for 

the ufe of a fick perfon: Her neighbours having 
miffed, and obferved her going that way, purfued 
her track, and, within few hours thereafter, found 

her dead on the fhore, and were obliged, with 

fome difficulty, to carry her corpfe up the faid nar- 
row pafs: According to the Seer’s prediction, and 

the tefltimony of feverals fill in life, whom I exa- 
anined, 

1) VI. ALFXANDER 
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VI. ALEXANDER DrnGwatt, an honeft tenant in 
Waternif/h, in September 176 !, contracted the bloody- 
flux, accompanied with a moft violent grinding : 
Towards the end of faid month he went out a little 

before day, to look about his corn in the corn-yard ; 

as he was returning to his houfe he heard very grie- 
vous lamentations, which appeared to him to be- 

gin.at the end of his own houfe, and continued, as 

he imagined, all the way to the fhore. How foon ; 

he came in he told all to his wife and children ; his 

ftep-daughter, who came in juft before him, faid, 
As that morning had a raw froft, the voice which 
he heard muft be that of a fox, to caufe dogs run 

after to give him heat: No, child, faid Alexander, 

itis my fpirit or ghoft, and I will never fet a foot 
on green grafs more. “This was foon verified, his 
difeafe increafing fo faft and violent upon him, that 

in eight or ten days he departed this life, and the 

mourning. of his wife, children, and friends, ac- 

-companied his corpfe from the door to the fhore, 

(about a quarter of a mile), where it was put ‘in the 

‘boat to be interred at K7//muir. / 

VII. Er1zaBETH Dincwaut, daughter to the 

above Alexander, a child about five years old, as fhe 

was wafhing her face and hands, beginning of har- 

veltiaft, cried out to her.mother, faying, See, Mo- 

ther, the houfe ison fire : her mother and all the fa- 

mily looking that way, could fee no {uch thing ; fhe 
reproved the child fer furprizing them with lies; 
but the child ftill :perfifted in ‘her affirmation, In © 

lefs 
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lefs than two hours thereafter, a Scibhantiad 

woman coming in with fome fhingles of barley to 

be dried on the fmall kiln, that ftood under the 

very place where the child faw the houfe on fire, foon 

fet both kiln and houfe in a flame, which they foon 

extinguifhed; And at the fame time verificd the 

child’s vifion, within two hours after fhe faw tt. 

VIII, Donatp MacKinnon, an honeft tenant 

in Halifira in Waterni/h, relates, That in harveft 

1760, in the dufk of the evening, as he was bind- 

ing and putting together corn, on the fudden he 

fawa neighbour ok i. foremot, and followed by a 

pretty throng gathering of people; carrying a 
corpfe direftly through a fanding-corn-field of his 

own, which he was not well pleafed at; however, 

through fear that it might be a vifion, he did net 

chuie to challenge iis neighbour. He told what 

he had feen to his wife’ and family when he came 

home, faying, Ifit was avifion it would undoub- 
_ tedly be verified ’ere long ; and, to fatisfy his mind 

concerning what he had feen, went early neat 

‘morning to View the ftanding-corn, to fee if any of 
it was trode down, but not one ftalk, About the 

fame time next year, he faw his neighbour, the 
company and corpfein reality, coming through the 

fame field from Gri/hirni/h, to bury it at the 

church-yard of Trumpan, 
a 

* 

YX. The faid Dowatp relates, That {pring lait, as 
he was refining Agua Vite at Halan, he went out of 

O..2 the. 
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the brew-houfe in the gloomin, in order to draw 
water; no fooner had he fet out his head, than he 

faw a throng company, witha corpfe ona bier, at 

the diftance of a mufket-fhot; as they drew nearer 

him, he imagined to. have heard them fpeaking to- 

gether, but could not difcern diftin@ words, He 

faw one man at a pretty good diftance before the 

reft; and when they came to the little rivulet that 

runs by the fide of the brew-houfe, he knew the 

foremoft.man to be Neil MacLeod ground-officer, 

He ran in with great fear, not waiting to do what 
he went out for; and as he was. drawing 

his water in the houfe, the people bape afked 

him why he did not pifs without; he told then 

what he had feen and heard put him in that dite: 

jut eight days thereaftera woman died at Reda, 

(about a quarter of a mile’s ditance), pretty fud- 

denly, and her corpfe was carried with all the cir- 

~ cumftances above-narrated, Neil MacLeod officer 

keeping the diftance as feen, half-way to the church- 

yard, 

%. ALEXANDER MacLeop, in lower Halan, 

a difcreet modeft young man), narrates, That in 

winter laft, as he was fitting alone in the brew- 

houfe taking notice to the working of his ale, and 

boiling his fmall beer, as he looked to one of the 

working-ftands, he faw a corpfe full ftretched on a 

dale on the mouth of faid veffel, in its winding- 

theet. This fight put him into great fear, fo that 

he went out in order to get the company of fome 
perfoa 

—_—s 

—— 
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perfon to ftay with him for that night: No fooner 

he had fet his head out ofthe door, than he heard © 

a voice making great moaning; he liftened thereto 
fo long that he imagined he knew the perfon whofe 

voice it was; he immediately turned into the houfe 

again, as knowing all the people were afleep a while 
before that time ofnight: next day he told what he 
hhad feen and heard to feverals, but concealed the 

perfon’s name; yet faid, he was forry it would - 

prove true ’erelong. Very foon thereafter, an ho- 
neft, difcreet, pious woman in the neighbourhood, 

‘contraéted the bloody-flux whereof fhe died, and 

the Agua Vitae of that very brewing was that ufed 
at her funeral. The faid A/exander then confefled 
he knew it was her voice he heard, 

XI. A foldier that belonged to Colonel Camp- 

bell’s Highland regiment, (formerly and now my 
fervant), informed me, That there lives ina town 

which he named Lizkirk, in the Pru/fian territories, 

an.old man, a fhoe-maker by trade, who, for the 

 courfe of three years running, faw frequently, by 

the Second Sight, a corps of men ina very ftran ge 

garb, marching under arms, W ith banners difplayed 

and mufic which he never heard the like of, towards 
their town; andthat, upon the faid resiment’s 

approach to that place, with drums beating, pipes 

playing, and colours flying, the fhoe-maker, upon 

hearing the pipes, threw by his work, ran to the 

ftreet, crying out, that was the mufic he had fo 

often heard; and upon fecing the men, told thefe 

O 3 thar 
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that were in company, “* Thefe are the ftrangers of 
uncommon drefs, and this the mufic that I have fo: 

often heard thefe three years bygone; and will, I 7 

doubt not, much contribute to bring about a fpeedy 

peace.” My informer heard the man fpeak, but ashe: 

did not underftand his language, the pay-mafter of 
hiis- corps explained what the Seer faid-to him and 

many others of the men. My informer, who has: 
no temptation to lye, frequently faw the Seer, 
heard him:talk of his-vifion, and feverals of the in- 

habitants bearmg teftimony to his prediction, as was- 
ati a to my informer. 

XII. Joun: MacCoucan, who lived:in Hufeboft, 
fome years ago,. coming on a vifit to Hummer, 

was invited to ftay there that night ; having gone 

off next day,. an old. Seer, who: had. come: acciden- 

tally to the family, told: Mrs.. MacLeod, fhe would: 

have no more vifits from the faid gentleman, as fhe . 
had feen him,. the preceeding night, covered over 

with his.winding-fheet, almoft to the crown of his 

head. In lefs than a quarter of a year he went to: 

Edinburgh, to confult for a chronical ailment he 
had in his leg, for which, being put under falivati-_ 

on, the cure did not fucceed, fo that in a few days. 

he departed this life, thereby verifying the: predic- 

tion before he fet out om his journey. 

XIII. In fpring laft, a poor young boy, of a fin- 

gular difpofition to piety, far beyond his years, ac- 

cording to the teftimony of all that knew him, was 
with 

\ 
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with his aunt, a blind woman, on the ifland of Ber- 

nera in Harris, and being lodged with one Donald 

MacKenzie, who then had feverals in his family 

lying under a bloody-flux, which was then epide- 
_mic in that country, at night as the boy fat with 
the domettics, he turned fickly and pale; whereupon. 

he went out of the houfe; and when he returned, 

being afked if he was well? faid he was, but that 

he faw a little corpfe ftretched on the landlord’s 
knees; which fight being to him uncommon, gave 
him fach a fright as. ‘made him withdraw; and af- 

ter he had gone out, obferved a dethevate at the 
door with a little coffin, which they carried to a 

fpot at a little diftance, where they fet it on a bier; 
and that he ftuck his ftick in that fpot, to know it 
the event would correfpond with what he had feen. 

Some went out with him to the part where he had 

fixed his ftick; and afterwards in a few days, Do- 

#ald MacKenzie’s child, (which then lay fick) died: 

And every circumftance was fulfilled according to 
the above prediction. The boy himfelf died fince, 

- after his return to Sky, regretted by his poor rela- 
tions and neighbours, who all agreed, they had not 

feen, at any time, one of his years, more promif- 

ing, or of a more innocent deportment. : 
This inftance I could not omit, asit is attefted to. 

me beyond contradiction, which, with two or three 

more inftances mentioned in the above collections, 

feen by young creatures, makes it manifeft, that re- 

velation in this way, is neither ceafed nor confined 

to age, fex, or condition; but that the glorious 
Creator 
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Creator of mankind, according to his infinite good- 

nefs and unerring wifdom, 1s pleafed to continue 

thofe awful and amazing exertions of his power, to 
declare his will, out of the mouths of ftripplings, 

who cannot be fuppofed, of defign, to contrive 

ftories, and pafs a cheat on mankind, as their dif- 
coveries are attended with fuch circumftances, as 

leave no room for any fuch conjecture. Whatever 

influence they may have with others, the artlefs, 

undefigning difcoveries of thofe raw itripplings, 

not attained to the age for the more ripe contrivan- - 

ces of manhood, is of equal weight with me, as if 

a perfon fhould arife from the dead, to confirm the . 

credit of the Deuterofcopia. 

Vis unita, bs oi: concordia nutrit amorem, 

Dr. Lobb staal inferted i in one of Lioyd’s E veuing 

Pofts, a paper concerning the foul of man, I here’ 

prefent the reader with his reafonings, and my ren 

marks dah ey 

© pee there isa ting principle in every bein 3 
under whatever fize or modification, that 

moves fpontaneoufly, is acknowledged by all, and de- 
nied by no perfon that enjoys the ufe of his reafon ; but 

this vivifying property is,by no means to be taken 

in the fame fenfe with the fcriptural and general 
notion we have of the foul of man, as the firft may 

ceafe to exift, but the latter, being of a fpiritual 
nature, i8 iicapable of being diffolved or annihila- 
ted. I have been led into this {peculation, from a 

paper 
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paper I perufed inferted in L/oyd’s Evening Poflt, vol. 

* xi. numb, 883, in whieh the author makes a dif- 

tinétion betwixt the fpirit and foul of man, which, 

as it will not bear a {trict examination, I take the li- 

berty to fet down the paragraphs which he chiefly 

lays ftrefs upon, to fupport his favourite tenets. 
‘‘ The remaining conftituent part.of a man, that 

“is, the foul (or that power of life which is exer- 

“¢ cifed in performing holy actions), fhould have a 

‘¢ diftin@ or feparate confideration ; becaufe the di- 

_“vine revelation, diftinguifhes it from the fpirit 
« and from the body, 1 Theil, v. 23. And then 
proceeds, ‘© }hat the’ fpirit and foul are not one. 

“and the fame tiing, is not only evident, from the 

"© Apoitles reprefenting them as different and di‘lina; 

** but will be tthewife manifeft from the foilowing 

** fac, namely, That the fpirit lives after the foul 

‘(or the divine life exercifed in performing holy 
“* actions) dies, or ceafes to exiit; which is the cafe 

“ in all the natural productions of .ddam.” _ This, 

by the bye, without offering any proof, is but 

gratis dictum, and a plain begging of the queftion, 

‘He clofes his paper with a quotation from Mar, 

xvi. 26. Since Mr, Lobb is pleafed to build the new 
tenet he has ftarted, upon the authority of two 

texts of feripture, unwarrantably applied, 1 chufe 
to take the liberty to pary him with his own wea- 

pons, and point out a few texts of many in the ho- 

ly oracles, which the reader may perule at his lei- 

fure, which gives the foul in a juit, but different 

~ light from what Dr, Lod thinks fit to exhibit. Ge. 

| xlix 
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xlix. 6. The royal pfalmitt, P/a/. ciii. civ. 1, Apo- 
calypfe vi. g. and xx. 4, In the two laft St. John 

exprefsly fpeaks of the fouls of faints emerged from 

their bodies, If Mr. Lobb, or any that adopts his 

uncommon opinion, (if fuch there be) is not fatif- 

fied with the teftimony of thefe great men, divinely 

infpired ; fure he cannot refufe to leave it to the de- 

cifion of Fefus Chrif?, who, 1 prefame, knew belt 
all diftinctions. And if Mr Lodd is thus condefcend> 
ing, as I hope he is, he will find the divine teacher of 

aonnd (in the very fcripture he quotes, in the 

clofe of his paper, to eftablifh his falfe hypothefis): 
affertiny the foul of man, in refpect of its eternal 

Seuese of sreater dignity, comparatively ti than the 
" whole Path iat world, with all its paltry gratifica- 

tions; For what is a man profited if he gain the’ 
whole world and lofe his own foul, &c. Maf?t. xvi.’ 

26.” But befides all thatis already obferved, Mr. 

Lobb has forgot how much it is {till the common’ 

practice of mankind, in their refpective language and 

vocation, to make ufe of fynonymous terms, and 

exprefs one thing under different names; for cxam-. 
ple, Ghoft, Soul, Spirit, Snake, Adder, Serpent, to 

which thoufands might be added in every country, 

where not only things, but men and women of rank 

pafs under two or three, and perhaps more names, 

as the party choofes. And feeing every perfomis at 

liberty to exprefs his meaning in his own way, I fee 

no reafon why the elegant, and, which is more, the. 

infpired Apoftle, may not claim the fame privilege, . 

and not be mifreprefented for afluming a liberty of 
) fpeech 
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fpeech that is common, which every perfon makes 

ufe of, without cenfure. And though this author, 

who may be a good man otherwife, imtended to add 

weight to his opmion, by giving his age to the pu- 

Dlic, he might have coniidered, that years, though | 

equal 'to thofe of Merhufalem, cannot jultify a mif- 
‘take, no more than novelty (how plaufible foever) 

can give fanétion to error; notwithftanding my fa. 

vourable and charitable opinion of Dr. Lod}, 1 can- 

not help thinking, that he moved quite out of ‘his 

{phere, by diving into divinity, initead of applying 
‘to his own province m phyfic. His opinion on 

1 Thef.v. 23:-mult proceed either from icnorance 
or pride; if from ignorance, it is to be confidered, 

that he miftook foul and fprrit for the affections and 

actions of the foul, and fhould have divided thofe 

affe&tions into fuperior and inferior faculties; the 

fuperior faculties or affeGions are love, veider Ati. 

ding, knowledge, memory, will, confeience, &c. 

‘And will the Doétor, or any reafonable man think, 

that thefe affections will ceafe after the diflolution of - 

the body ? The inferior, are the paflions, affections 
and appetites of the foul while in the body, and if 

thofe are they which Mr. Lob} fays will ceafe after 
death, he difcovers too much of pride, in pretend- 

ing to find outa plain trath, which no chriftian 

will deny, and in which the holy fcripture is very 

explicit, and which can be of no other ufe, moral 

or theological, than to ftagger the faith of weak 

and unwary chriftians, And now, fince, from re- 

velation, we i the dignity and immortality.of the 
foul 
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foul is afferted, as well as from our own obfervation 

and inward conviction, let us not be faint-hearted, 

or {top our courfe heavenward, but, in this ftate of 
our probation, run with joy the race that is fet be- 

fore us; for which purpoie, to dry the tears of an- 

guiih from the afflited eye, to feed the hungry and 
cloath the naked, are the fureft paflports we cam 

have to fecure our paflage into the world of {pirits, 

.and live in it compleatly happy to alleternity. Af- 

ter I had finithed the above remarks, I found, by 

looking into Li/ayd’s Evening Poft, vol. 12. No. 889. 

1.am prevented by a clergyman, who with great ac- 

curacy, and indeed unanfwerable arguments, has 

-afferted the foul’s immortality; but im regard he 

agrees, that man is compofed of a trinity of prin- 

ciples, in allufion to the ever blefled Trinity in the 

Godhead, I beg leave to diflent from him and Mr. 

Lobb, for the reafons I have already obferved, which 

appear to me_very conclufive, 

Copy letter, the Reverend Mr. Malcom MacCafkil 
Minifter of the Small Islands. ns 

To the Author. ‘ 

Dear S18, 

«<q 7 OURS of the 28th current, I with the great- 
Y eft pleafure perufed, and will contribute my 

power to give you all the materials, vouched only 
by perfons of undoubted veracity and eftablifhed 
charaéter, Iam juft taking my boat for the Small _ 
ifles, and have no time onhand ; whenever I arrive 

in 
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in my dominions, I intend to go to 4rifaig, and will 

have the relationof the black man, or 0 Nea. 

from the very foundation, which Will be fent you 
with other collections. I wilh, from the bottom of 

my heart, that fome of my cloth would carry them- 

felves with more decency towards their fuperiors in 

mot branches of literature, and call to mind that 

they are only facred while in the pulpit. But the 

plain truth is, to tellitto my friend H—r, as they 

can’t come up to your towering genius, they endea- 

your to pull down your well connected fcheme. Go 

onand profper, amidft the fneers and ill-nature of 

parfons and factors. Let U—A ftudy his ss be 

and may he grope all his days about the tai's of his 

cows and Rots, as his genius leads that way and 
was born for no higher lucubrations. Let your 

P—n examine his bible, and if he perufes it with 

attention, unlefs he has put on the firmett refolu- 
tion of remaining an infidel, I fhould rather have 
faid an apoftate, he muft cry Peccavi. Iam in 
hurry. Rundonnan, his wife, and mine, offer their 
moft unfeigned and fincereft compliments to Mrs. 

MacLeod, Mifs Maily, and the common friend 
of mankind H. r’; and believe me to be, Dear 

Sir, your much obliged, and moft humble fervant; 

Rundonnan July 29.1763. Malcom MacCaskill,” 

“ P, S.1¥ am furprifed that people profefling 
chriftianity,will believe nothing but what is compre- 

hended by our vitiated reafon and weak judgment; 

‘This argues the height of pride or ignorance,” 
eae eh: P Cop; 
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Copy,. Lettie the Reverend Mr, Normand Morifon, 
Minifier of Vigg in Lewis; 

To the Author. J 

Honoured Sir, 

«cq 7 OURS of the 30th March laft came yefterday 
Wy to my hands, and Iam much refrefhed to 

know, that you are continued in the land of the li- 
ving, to fee your curious performance, as it is the 

fruit of a fertile fpirit, come the length ofthe prefs, 

To the letter you was pleafed to fend me when at 
laft fynod, I returned anfwer from Razay, willing 
to join your fubfcribers. 1 told it to Razay upon 

my way homewards, and affuring you, that there 
are none but-my/felf in my parifh to ufe the book, - 

fo would not fign for it. I have figned for a copy 
of itbound, Wifhing you, Lady and family, all hap- 

pinefs, I am, honoured Sir, your moft affectionate 
friend and humble fervant in fincerity. 

Bailnekill, May 9. 1763 Normand Merifon.” 

Copy; Letter the Reverend Mr: sccttis MuaPlers 

fon, Miniffer of Gol{pie in Sutherland, 

Tothe Author, 

<«¢ Dear Sir, 

few days ago, I received the copy of your 
letter of September laft, with your Propo- 

fals for printing the Deuterofeopia by fubfcription, 
The original letter, as you have juftly conjectured, is 

loft, and you may believe, if it had come to hand, 

fcould not poflibly be fo infenfible to the unde-_ 
sachiage 
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ferved honour youdo me; as not to attempt, at leaft, 
to make the beft return that my heavy pen is capa- 

ble of; and if I have tranfgrefled in writing you fo 
feldom, fince I fettled in Sutherland, you may de- 
pend on it, that has proceeded intirely from a con- 
icioufnefs of: my inability, to fay any thing that 

might be entertaining to you: Meantime, I think it 

unneceflary to diffemble or deny, that1 did throw a 

paragraph into a letter to 4/—e, in which I flight- 

ly touched a comparifon ’twixt you and Voltaire, 
_in the extent and vivacity of your genius; arid in 
that in which you both ttand without rival among 
the virtuofi, ancient and modern; I mean your be- 

ing invulnerable to all the darts ev; time, and im- 

pr egnable to all the accidents and. calamities from 

which there is no exemption. in.this lite, and which 

generally prey on. men of the braveft {pirits, moi. 

jerene minds, and moit extenfive underftanding, in 

the intricate, but connected fyftem of this world, 
Tempus edax rerum, may,.and mutt afie& your be- 

‘dies; but his corrofive and all devouring teeth, have 

not been able to make any preceptible. imprefion on 

the Reigning Lord, wiihin..- -.---- . I will not 

offend your delicacy, by fetting you quite on a le- 

vel with thefe the firlt fons of renown; but, m my 

judgment, you.will fit near them ; you will never 
be feparated from, ------. Could I pretend to 
draw yowin your full. ee I mutt readily ac- 

knowledge / oltaire would not be the perfon I would 

fix upon, as a congenial foul to you, He has too 

much. bitternefs, levity, and prefumption, foibles. 

- i Pts that 
a 
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that have been removed from you as far as either 
Pole. The one I would pitch upon, as the man of 
your right-hand, would be the polite, the elegant, 
the philofophical, and poetical Eenelon, t call him 
poetical, tho’, for ought I know. he never wrote one 

verfe; for where is that epic compofition that can 

boat of fo much correftnefs, and Majefty together, 

as his Telemague. And tho’ your modeRy makes 
~you fay, that you are not now fo much inclined, or _ 
fo agile, for climbing the heights of Parnafus, you 
will permit me to think, at leaft, that your P egafus 

can never be galloped to death,__——-But not to 
fully the moft elevated parts of your charaGer with 
my blunt pencil, I am forry to obferve how un- 
friendly the turn of the prefent age is, to the work 

you have with fo much labour and affiduiry compil- 
ed, for the benefit and reformation of your foolith 
and deluded conntry-men, An age, more ftained 
with impiety and infidelity, never blackened the Bri- 

-tifh Annals; and a work calculated for difcovering, 
and reclaiming the errors, and iniquities of the 

times, will have many, and almoft innumerable diffi- 
culties to grapple with, before it can force its way 

santo the light, Nothing but an e/prit frivole pre- 
vails; nothing but the Fairy-queen, ludicrous tales, 

-wovels and farces, can hit at this juncture; fuch a 

‘grave and entertaining work as yours, has the 

whole paffiors and pretended interefts of mankind 

at this time to fubdue, which the men of firft genius 
that-ever appeared, have found it to be no eafy tefk: 

‘t-amperfuaded, that it. is your knowledge and ex- 
| perience 
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perience of this vitiated turn in the age, that has 

led you to think of publifhing by fubfcription, 

which is a mortifying circumftance for an author of ~ 

chara¢ter, who muit be confcious his labours de- 

ferve the countenance and encouragement of the 

world; 1 fay, it is mortifying for an ‘Sathor of merit, 

to be obliged to puddle, in procuring and promo- 

ting a fubfcription for a performance, that fhould 
at once get him fome hundreds from the printer or 

ftationer; but good fenfe will eafily teach one to 

bear a difappointment of this kind, who knows 
“what a fhameful pittance the original papers of Jii/- 

‘ton’s immortal Paradife Lof have been fold for, 

You may believe, if you perfift in gathering fub- 
feriptions, that I fhali moft chearfully exert my‘elf, 

tho’ you have not dignified my name among the 
promoters of this work ; but I am forry to obferve, 
that it will not bein my power to procure many 

fubferibers. The act of the Britifh Parliament a: 

gainft putting witches to death, or torture, was , 

owing to one of thefe good women, who was burnt 

in the foles, and hanged in this place, about thirty 

or odd years ago; and you cannot imagine what 
influence that act of the Britifh Senate has had on 

the minds of the people, who have drawn conclufi- 

‘ons from it, that were never fuppofed by the law- 

makers: Thofe particularly among us, that fhould 
be the encouragers of men and works of meric, 
feems to admire the wifdom of the houfes of Parlia- 
ment, in this inftance, at leaft, as much as the fa- 

cred oracles themfelves, and have wilely inferred 

P 3 from 
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from.this act, that there’ is no fuch thing as a come 

munication, or Agency of Spirits on our minds or 
fenfes, Iam forry you. did not fee the Bifhop of 
Offry in-his travels thro’ Scotland : That learned 

prelate, who has almoft made the tour of Europe, 

Afia and Africa, was particularly. fond to enquire 
imto-every thing that afcertained and threw light on. 

the Second Sight; and I perfuade mytelf, if you 

correfponded with him, that he would givea round. 

fum for your lucubrations, and give them to the 

world inthe hiftory of his. travels thro’ Scotland, 

which he is now writing out for the prefs. Heisa 
famous man in. the learned world, and-was, on that 

account fent, at the public’s expence, to travel, long 

before the merit of his difcoveries gained him the 
mitre; and I muft acknowledge, I fhould have. 

much higher joy in feeing you tranfmitted to pofte-. 

rity, hand in hand with Dr, Pocock, than in the: 

way of publifhingby fubfcription. You may eafily 

correfpond with the Bifhop of Ofory, by | fending 

your letters to a friend at London, who will fee 

them into the Jrifh bag, if his Lordfhip happens 

not to be at London, where he .is generally in the 

winter, or when he happens not to be immediate-. 

ly engaged in travelling, My friend begs to be 
remembred moft refpeétfully to you, and you'll 
‘pleafe make my belt compliments acceptable to your 
Lady, and Mifs Mally. I am with efteem, Dear 

Sir, Your mot obedient, and moft humble fervant. 

Golfpie, February 15. am 

1 oe eileen dy Martin MAcPHerson, 
Remarks 
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Remarks on Mr. Witxes, and bis Writings. 

Difuros de Domino Wilkes ; opto mihi ftylum mordacem, immo 

~ Perfii aut Fuvenalis mordaci: rem, ut dente Theonino Lernzam 

~ bane Hydram malorum confoderem ; cujus deformitate hon. 

tetrior unquam, Stypiis fefe extulit undis. f 

T Here is no tenet fo abfurd, no opinion fo extra- 
vagant, but atways will find an advocate ; fuch 

is the pernicious itch of novelty, inherent to hu- 
man nature, fince the very firft of the ipecies; if 

this diftemper of the mind is but artfully introduc- 
ed, under the plaufible veil of Liperty. And 

what right the fubject has, not only to murmur, 

but complain of any fancied fhadow, tho’ ground- 
lefs of pretended incroachment by the legiflative 

power and miniftry, upon the eftablifhed laws of 
the land, And yet, howoften has it appeared from 
the annals of time, among the Greeks and Romans, 

attended with fatal convulfions of ftate? And’ as 

much in South-Britain as any where: ° That thefe 
prefent difturbers of peace and order, had not the 

common tranquility fo much in their eye, or fof= 

tered in their narrow avaricious hearts, as theirown 

dear little INTEREST, to which they have too fre: 

quently, t to gratify their ftubborn paffions, facri- 
ficed al) the ties of humanity, and what they owe 
to Gop, their King, and their country. ' By looks 

ing over the uncommon pettilential entertainment, 

exhibited to the public by the intrepid MrW.—s in 
aweekly paper, which he names the N. B. One can . 

fcarcely refrain from giving fome faith to the me- 
oti’ ke 
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tempfychofis, fo much infifted on by Pythagoras 

in his fyftem of philofophy ; and that a being who 

lived long a falamander, dropt that exiftence, to 

animate the perfon of the avowed author of the 
N. B. Whatever may have happened of this, 

without having recourfe to fiction or new opinion 

ftarted from an uncertain principle, we may judge 

from his laborious literary performances, which are 
reckoned the beft chart of a man’smind and difpo- 
fition, and fhall find him fo expert and compleat a 

‘mafter in fire-work, that the blaze of his art already © 

exhibited, may, like the tail of a lowring comet, 

kindle a part of our Briti/; hemifphere, unlefs a 

feafonable ftop is put to the rapidity of its progrefs. 

Divide et impera, is a ftandard political maxim, 

broached or renewed by Machiavel ; and ever fince, 
when exerted with addrefs and fpirit, never fails of 

good fuccefs, by the indifputable teft of experience; 
its operations, indeed, are various and powerful ; 

they unhinge government ; divide nations united, 

by the ftrongeft bonds of law and intereft ; abfolve 

a fubject from his allegeance to his fovereign, guar- 

dian of the law, and the beloved father and friend 
of his people ; feparate man and wife ; teach chil- 

dren to be difobedient to parents, and lawful ma- 

giftrates ; foment divifions, fofter factions, lead 

to intefine war, and make long ftrides to confu- 

fion, anarchy, and rebellion. It will not be denied 
by the majority of both nations, that Mr.//—shas 
‘g&ed in this fphere: The firf difplay of his 

artillery appeared againft the Ear] of Burs, and as 

if that minifter was too inconfiderable a fubject for 
the 
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the inbred rancour of his mind, he, in the next 

‘place, difcha epeated platoons of froth, ribal- 

dry, and Billing/eate language, againft the whole 

Scotti/h nation, without exception, As to my Lord 

Bute, 1 believe, his moft virulent enemies, Mr. 

‘W—s excepted, that are governed by candour and 

common difcretion, will not offer to brand him 

with the ridiculous ftuff, and nafty imputations un- 

worthy of a flave, fet forth in the N, B, fince he 

more truly deferves to be confidered as a noble- 

man, whofe diftinguifhed merit has raifed him te 
the Royal Favour, without having at any times 

recourfe to any mean, or ignoble art, to further his 

advancement, And as he was very fenfible of the 

honour and preferment beltowed upon him by 
the Sovereign, he, out of duty and gratitude 

to his Royal Benefactor, as well as from a ftrong 
and undeviating attachment to the true intereft of 
Britain, difcharged with equal zeal and diligence, 
all the talents requifite in a great minifter, to aflilt 
in fheathing the {word, already glutted with human 

gore, and bring on a glorious peace, to the honour 

and profit of Great Britain: A peace by which 
we have fuch an extent of territories ceded to us 

for ever by our greateit enemies, as will bufy out 
utmoft efforts to plant and improve them for {uc- 

ceeding generations; and confequently, gives a 

fair opportunity to employ the molt of our difbanded 
Jand-forces and naval powers, to the intereft of our 

trafic and revenue; by which we may hope, not 
only the crown will be enabled to pay off its debts, 

but 
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but every individual, according to his rank, will 

fhare in the {weet influences ofits all pofterity. 
If any unguarded. ftep, or mifcondutt, has hap- 
pened in any of the Articles of Peace while it was 

in agitation, which, through inadvertancy, and o- 
ther caufes, may fall out in any council or judica- 
ture, compofed of many or few; is that efcape to 

be laid at the door of the minifer, who, if he had 

a mind to be partial, or betray his truft, might 

eafily be detected, filenced, or over-ruled ? And is 
it not the height of injuftice to the reputation of a 

confummate States- -man, and zealous Patriot, above 

_ the power of corruption, to tarnifh his character 
for what did not depend upon him to forefee, fuf- 

fpe& or prevent; for no other reafon,. than his 

being born a Scstfman? This nobleman, coa- 

{cious of his own innocency, and unwearied ap- 

‘plication to promote the common caufe, did not 

chufe to enter the lifts. with fuch a dirty fellow; 
and yet, well he knew, that while he moved in fuch 

a high fphere, by the bounty of his Royal Mafter, 
he muft draw upon himfelf many envious exhala- 

tions, capable to draw a cloud over the brighteft 

merit and integrity. If we follow Mr. V7—s de- — 

{cription- of Scot/finen, they are no better all over 

the kingdom than a race of abandoned mortals, 

miferably poor and prone to rebellion ; in his ftile,. 

little different from the wildeft favages, if it be not 

that they live in houfes, and do not go ftark naked, 
-J, that am a South-Briton, and tenacious of that 
aie almoft to partiality, muft beg leave to 

differ. 

ee 
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differ from my brother countryman, to allow our 
good neighbours on the other fide the Taveed, thé 

fame ftrength and elevation of mind, with thofe 
who live in our moft Southern countries; and that 

they arrive at as great infight in the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, as any the moft illuftrious charadter 
in any nation whatever, And as for bravery and © 
martial conduct, they are allowed to equal the moft 

warlike nations in Europe, as they have put a ftop 
to the Roman Eagles, after they had been victorious, 

and deemed invincible through the greateft part of 
the known world. 1f we look back on their condua&, 

we fhall find, at fome periods, a part of them taking 

up arms againft the State, from being either neglected 
by the government, prattifed upon, or mifled by de- 

“fperate difcontented courtie-s, for which they have 

juftly paid very dear. But how can wein England, 
with a good grace, throw a ftone at our neigh- 

bours, feeing we ourfelves are chargeable with the 

fame mad follies; and have now and then, fince 

William the Conqueror’s time, run to arms, to e- 

fpoufe a very lame pretention to our crown, or the 

intereft of Warbeck and Perkin, two as great im- 

poftors as ever beheld the fun? Nor is it an old 

ftory to trace, when our own inteltine divifions fo- 

mented by faction, made rivers of blood flow in 
England, under the fpecious pretence of liberty, 

from the fpade to the fcepter. And may GOD for- 

bid, that any defperate hireling fhould, by his 
venal pen, kindle a coal to renew thefe tragical 
fcenes, which are eafier begun than extinguifhed. — 

Whea 
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When it pleafed our prefent moft gracious Sove- 

reign, from his paternal care of his fubjects in gene- 

ral, to beftow marks of his Royal favour and efteem 
en Scot/men, and giving them commands in the 

army; they made it foon appear, his Majelty was 

not difappointed, as they have, with the lofs of 

their blood, wherever they were employed, contri- 
buted to gather thofe laurels which will make 

England dreaded and refpected to fucceeding ages, 

No doubt, Princes and Minifters ftand in need of 
all imaginable precautions ;. but after they have ex- 

erted their greateit dexterity in their feveral {pheres 

to promote the public welfare, and had always in 

their eye, a suft regard not to wound the conitituti- 

on, or wantonly hurt any individual, more than is 

abfolutely neceflary for the prefervation of the 
whole: yet they find it impoflible, with the utmof 
ftretch of their underftanding, to hit on that lucky 
sneans and temper to pleafe all men. Some perfons 

find themfelves out of their element, when they 

are notin, to the head and ears, in wrangling and 
litigation. They invert the beatitude pronounced 
by our Saviour, * Blefled are the peace makers!” 
And, in their language, would rather fay, blefled 
are thofe who create difcord. A notable inftance 
of this terrible caft of mind, has ftarted up as from 
a magical circle, in a member of the Houle of 

Commons; and, what is {till more lamentable, this 

roaring Lion fecking whom he may devour, by an 
artful fetting off his hellifh fpawn, met with the 

ecuntenance 
~ 

en a 
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countenance of fome, who never meant any harm 

te their king or country. But as the poifon which 

this Viper diffufes, to feize and prey on the vitals of 
two innocent nations, is fo aduft, there is no hopes 

to purge it away by lenitives.. And therefore, 

Immedicabile vulnus 

Enje recidendum eft, ne pars fincera trahatur. 

It is great pity Mr. W+—s fhould pafs with 

impunity, parade on paper, and be allowed to 
keep a printing-prefs and fhop, for vending his 

poifonous ware always at hand; to thunder out 
diffatisfaction to his Maielty’s perfon and govern- 

ment, and create a mifunderftanding betwixt him 

and his moft loyal fubjects.. Had Mr. Pope been in 

fife, or any one of our celebrated Poets, one or 
other of them would have added this incomparable 
Hero of Difcord, to the three infernal Furies; and 

would place ‘him foremoft in hell, as a fit compa- 
nion to Tefiphone, Megara, and Aledo; from 
whence, accerding to poetical defcription, they 

might well imagine, he makes excurfions now on 

earth, only with an execrable intention to deftroy, 
confound, miflead, and dif-unite mankind, It is 
true,- that all countries have their parties and fac- 

tions ; but there is a certain contagious diftemper 
of this fort, fo peculiar to the Briti/h ifland, that, 

I believe, it is unknown to every other part of the 
world. It increafes our natural gloom, and it 

makes us’fo averfe to each other, thatit keeps men 

as of 
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of the beft morals, and moft focial inclinations, in 
one continued flate of warfare and oppofition, 
Muft not the fource of this malady arife rather 
from the heart than from the head, from the dif- 

ferent-operations of our paflions, than of our rear 
fon ? | 

To conclude thefe remarks, which admit of finer 

colourings from a better pencil, to draw the un- 
worthy obje& which gave them rife, in his juft pre- 

portion; may not I be allowed to afk, What greater 
crime againft the. State, than an avowed attempt 
to fet two neighbouring nations by.the-ears, that 
are linked together by choice and intereft, confir- 

med by all the ties:and fanétion, that the reprefen- 

tatives of both kingdoms can give any deed, for 

“¢gheir mutual benefit? What punifhment can. be 

thought too great, for one who loudly ecchoes out 

peals. of difcord in the ears of his countrymen, 

and lJabours:all that his fertile brain can invent, to 

ftir up both nations to fheath their fwords.in one an- 

others bofoms? May not a perfon that has thus. 

diftinguifhed himfelf with thefe extraordinary qua- 

lifications,: be more juftly called the Viper of the 

Common-wealth, than a Patron or Advocate for 

LIBERTY? T. |e 

: 

: 
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