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PREFACE

THE present work is an attempt to give in one volume
the main features of Spanish history from the standpoint of
America. It should serve almost equally well for residents
of both the English-speaking and the Spanish American coun-
tries, since the underlying idea has been that Americans
generally are concerned with the growth of that Spanish
civilization which was transmitted to the new world. One
of the chief factors in American life today is that of the rela-
tions between Anglo-Saxon and Hispanic America. They
are becoming increasingly important. The southern re-
publics themselves are forging ahead; on the other hand
many of them are still dangerously weak, leaving possible
openings for the not unwilling old world powers; and some
of the richest prospective markets of the globe are in those
as yet scantily developed lands. The value of a better
understanding between the peoples of the two Americas,
both for the reasons just named and for many others, scarcely
calls for argument. It is almost equally clear that one of the

- essentials to such an understanding is a comprehension of
Spanish civilization, on which that of the Spanish American
peoples so largely depends. That information this volume
aims to provide. It confines itself to the story of the growth
of Spanish civilization in Spain, but its ultimate transfer
to the Americas has been constantly in the writer’s mind
in the choice of his material, as will appear from the frequent
allusions in the text. An attempt is made to treat Spanish
institutions not as static (which they never were) but in
process of evolution, from period to period. The development
of Spanish institutions in the colonies and the later independ-
ent states, it is hoped, will be the subject of another volume.

KANSAS Uniy (i PUBLIC LiBRARY
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viii PREFACE

Neither story has ever been presented according lg: *.:
present plan to the American public. el

Emphasis here has been placed on the growth of th;, ;s
ization, or institutions, of Spain rather than on the =
tive of political events. The latter appears primarily act;: .4 .
on which to hang the former. The volume is topicajis »
ranged, so that one may select those phases of develo,
which interest him. Thus one may confine himself
narrative, or to any one of the institutional topicggs..
political, religious, economic, or intellectual. Indeed
division may be carried even further, so that one may .
out institutions within institutions. As regards proportieu~
the principal weight is given to the periods from 1252 to 180z,
with over half of the volume devoted to the years 1479
1808. The three centuries from the sixteenth to the ni:
teenth are singled out for emphasis, not only because th
were the years of the transmission of Spanish civiliz
tion to the Americas, but also because the great body
the Spanish institutions which affected the colonies did
in the form they acquired at that time. To treat Spai
gift to Spanish America as complete by the year 1492 is
incorrect as to say that the English background of Uni-
States history is necessary only to the year 1497, when o.... .
Cabot sailed along the North American coast, or certaim.
not later than 1607, when Jamestown was founded. _:
accord with the primary aim of this work the place of Sgpi -
in general European history is given relatively little space
The recital of minor events and the introduction of the nag: -
of inconsequential or slightly important persons have fsen
avoided, except in some cases where an enumeration hagigut
made for purposes of illustration or emphasis. For .4
reasons, together with the fact that the whole account is cgp:
pressed into a single volume, it is hoped that the book s«
serve as a class-room text as well as a useful compendium f
the general reader.

The writer has been fortunate in that there exists a m
mental work in Spanish containing the type of mater-
which he has wished to present. This is the Historia'
Espafia y de la civilizacién espafiola, which has won a wor
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e reputation for its author, Rafael Altamira y Crevea.l

eed, the present writer makes little claim to originality,

e for the period down to 1808 he has relied almost wholly

. Altamira. Nevertheless, he has made, not a summary,

) rather a selection from the Historia (which is some five

.38 the length of this volume) of such materials as were

~=gopriate to his point of view. The chapter on the reign

_harles III has been based largely on the writer’s own

-¥7 " ant of the diplomacy of that monarch, which lays special

~whasis on the relation of Spain to the American Revolu-

- a2 For the chapter dealing with Spain in the nineteenth

“~century the volumes of the Cambridge modern history have

been used, together with those on modern Spain by Hume and

a¢ Butler Clarke. The last chapter, dealing with present-day

~3f Spain, is mainly the result of the writer’s observations during

v9 a two years’ residence in that country, 1912 to 1914. In

=it the course of his stay he visited every part of the peninsula,

+» but spent most of his time in Seville, wherefore it is quite
-+ possible that his views may have an Andalusian tinge.

2’1 In the spelling of proper names the English form has been

in adopted if it is of well-established usage. The founder of

“a%he Carlists and Carlism, however, is retained as “Don

“‘“<'~"jfa.rlos” for obvious reasons of euphony. In all other cases

the Spanish has been preferred. The phrase “the Americas”

5 often used as a general term for Spain’s overseas colonies.

¢ may therefore include the Philippines sometimes. The

rm “Moslems” has been employed for the Mohammedan

vaders of Spain. The word “ Moors” has been avoided, be-

-ase it is historically inaccurate as a general term for all the

aders; the Almohades, or Moors, were a branch of the

Lber family, and other Moslem peoples had preceded them

Spain by upwards of four hundred years. Their influence

-th as regards culture and racial traits was far less than that

#7of the Arabs, who were the most important of the conquering

_1The Historia, in four volumes, was first published in the years

nﬁ‘lﬁO to 1911, at Barcelona. It has now reached its third edition, —

{74913 to 1914. An excellent bibliography eighty-eight pages in length

Jywith well over a thousand iters is to be found in the fourth volume.

v i 2 The founding of Spanish California (The Macmillan Company.
“Rew York. 1916), chap. IX.
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races, and this fact, together with their late arrival, should
militate against the application of their name to the whole .
era of Moslem Spain. All of these alien peoples were
Mohammedans, which would seem to justify the use of the
word “Moslems.” The word “lords’ in some cases indicates
ecclesiastics as well as nobles. “Town’” has been employed
generally for “willa,” “concejo,” “pueblo,” “aldea,” and
“ctudad,”” except when special attention has been drawn to
the different types of municipalities. Spanish institutional
terms have been translated or explained at their first use.
They also appear in the index.

As on previous occasions, so now, the writer finds himself
under obligations to his colleagues in the Department of
History of the University of California. Professor Stephens
has read much of this manuscript and has made helpful sug-
gestions as to content and style. Professors Bolton and
Priestley and Doctor Hackett, of the “Bancroft Library
group,” have displayed a spirit of codperation which the
writer greatly appreciates. Professor Jaén of the Depart-
ment of Romance Languages gave an invaluable criticism of
the chapter on contemporary Spain. Sefior Jesiis Yanguas,
the Sevillian architect, furnished the lists of men of letters
and artists appearing in that chapter. Professor Shepherd
of Columbia University kindly consented to allow certain of
the maps appearing in his Historical atlas to be copied here.
Doctors R. G. Cleland, C. L. Goodwin, F. S. Philbrick, and
J. A. Robertson have aided me with w1ich valued criticisms.
The writer is also grateful to his pupils, the Misses Bepler
and Juda, for assistance rendered. -

CHARLES E. CHAPMAN.
BerkBLEY, January 5, 1918.
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INTRODUCTION

TaE fact that this book is in great part a summary, or
selection, from one of mine, as is stated in the Preface, makes
it almost a duty for me to do what would in any event be
a great pleasure in the case of a work by Professor Chap-
man. I refer to the duty of writing a few paragraphs by
way of introduction. But, at the same time, this circum-
stance causes a certain conflict of feelings in me, since no
one, unless it be a pedant, can act so freely in self-criticism
as he would if he were dealing with the work of another.
Fortunately, Professor Chapman has incorporated much of
his own harvest in this volume, and to that I may refer with
entire lack of embarrassment.

Obviously, the plan and the labor of condensing all of the
material for a history of Spain constitute in themselves a
commendable achievement. In fact, there does not exist in
any language of the world today a compendium of the history
of Spain reduced to one volume which is able to satisfy all
of the exigencies of the public at large and the needs of teach-
ing, without an excess of reading and of labor. None of
the histories of my country written in English, German,
French, or Italian in the nineteenth century can be unqual-
ifiedly recommended. Some, such as that by Hume, en-
titled The Spanish people, display excellent attributes, but
these are accompanied by omissions to which modern
historiography can no longer consent. As a general rule
these histories are altogether too political in character.
At other times they offend from an excess of bookish erudi-
tion and from a lack of a personal impression of what our
people are, as well as from a failure to narrate their story
in an interesting way, or indeed, they perpetuate errors and
legends, long since discredited, with respect to our past and

xaun



XIiv INTRODUCTION

present life. We have some one-volume histories of Spain
in Castilian which are to be recommended for the needs
of our own secondary schools, but not for those of a foreign
country, whose students require another manner of presenta-
tion of our history, for they have to apply an interrogatory
ideal which is different from ours in their investigation of the
deeds of another people, — all the more so if that people,
like the Spanish, has mingled in the life of nearly the whole
world and been the victim of the calumnies and fanciful
whims of historians, politicians, and travellers.

For all of these reasons the work of condensation by Pro-
fessor Chapman constitutes an important service in itself
for the English-speaking public, for it gives in one volume
the most substantial features of our history from primitive
times to the present moment. Furthermore, there are
chapters in his work which belong entirely to him : XXXII,
XXXIX, and XL. The reason for departing from my text
in Chapter XXXII is given by Professor Chapman in the
Preface. As for the other two he was under the unavoid-
able necessity of constructing them himself. His, for me,
very flattering method of procedure, possible down to the
year 1808, if indeed it might find a basis for continuation
in a chapter of mine in the Cambridge modern history (v. X),
in my lectures on the history of Spain in the nineteenth
century (given at the Ateneo of Madrid, some years ago),
in the little manual of the Historia de la civilizacion espafiola
(History of Spanish civilization) which goes to the year
1898, and even in the second part of a recent work, Espafia
y el programa americanista (Spain and the Americanist
program), published at Madrid in 1917, nevertheless could
not avail itself of a single text, a continuous, systematized
account, comprehensive of all the aspects of our national
life as in the case of the periods prior to 1808. Moreover, it
is better that the chapters referring to the nineteenth cen-
tury and the present time should be written by a foreign
pen, whose master in this instance, as a result of his having
lived in Spain, is able to contribute that personal impression
o_f which I have spoken before, an element which if it is at
times deceiving in part, through the influence of a too local
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or regional point of view, is always worth more than that
understanding which proceeds only from erudite sources.

I would not be able to say, without failing in sincerity
(and therefore in the first duty of historiography), that I
share in and subscribe to all the conclusions and generaliza-
tions of Professor Chapman about the contemporary history
and present condition of Spain. At times my dissent would
not be more than one of the mere shade of meaning, perhaps
from the form of expression, given to an act which, accord-
ing as it is presented, is, or is not, exact. But in general I
believe that Professor Chapman sees modern Spain cor-
rectly, and does us justice in many things in which it is not
frequent that we are accorded that consideration. This
alone would indeed be a great merit in our eyes and would
deserve our applause. The English-speaking public will
have a guarantee, through this work, of being able to con-
template a quite faithful portrait of Spain, instead of a
caricature drawn in ignorance of the facts or in bad faith.
With this noble example of historiographical calm, Pro-
fessor Chapman amply sustains one of the most sympathetic
notes which, with relation to the work of Spain in America,
has for some years been characteristic, that which we should
indeed call the school of North American historians.

‘ RaFAEL ALTAMIRA.
February, 1918.
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CHAPTER I
THE INFLUENCE OF GEOGRAPHY ON THE HISTORY OF SPAIN

*THE Iberian Peninsula, embracing the modern states of Isolation

Spain and Portugal, is entirely surrounded by the waters of the
of the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, except p)-t"™
for a strip in the north a little less than three hundred miles gy,
in length, which touches the southern border of France.,
Even at that point %pain is almost completely shut off from
the rest of Europe, because of the high range of the Pyrenees
Mountaind. ‘Portugal, although an independent state and
set apart to a certain extent by a mountainous boundary,
cannot be said to be geographically distinct from Spain.’
Indeed, many regions in Spain are quite as separate from
each other as is Portugal from the Spanish lands she borders
upon. Until the late medieval period, too, the history of
Portugal was in the same current as that of the peninsula
as a whole.

The greatest average elevation in Spain is found in the Mountains
centre, in Castile and Extremadura, whence there is a de- and
scent, by great steps as it were, to the east and to the west. plateaus,
On the eastern side the descent is short and rapid to the '
Mediterranean Sea. /On the west, the land falls by longer
and more gradnal slopes to the Atlantic Ocean, so that
central Spain may be said to look geographically toward the
west.' "There is an even more gentle decline from the base
of the Pyrenees to the valley of the Guadalquivir, although
it is interrupted by plateaus which rise above the general
level. ' All of these gradients are modified greatly by the
mountain ranges within the peninsula. ‘The Pyrenean

1
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§

range not only separates France from Spain, but also con-~
tinues westward under the name Cantabrian Mountains
for an even greater distance along the northern coast of the
latter country, leaving but little lowland space along the
sea, until it reaches Galicia in the extreme northwest{ * Here
it expands until it covers an area embracing northern Portu-
gal as well. /At about the point where the Pyrenees proper
and the Cantabrian Mountains come together the Iberian,
or Celtiberian, range, a series of isolated mountains for the
most part, breaks off to the southeast until near the Mediter-
ranean, ywhen it curves to the west, merging with the Peni-
bética range (better known as the Sierra Nevada Mountains,

the name of that part of the range lying south of the city
of Granada), which moves westward near the southern coast
to end in the cape of Tarifa. %

¢ These mountains divide the peninsula into four regions:

the narrow littoral on the northern coast; Aragon, Cata-

lonia, Valencia, Murcia, and most of La Mancha, looking
toward the Mediterranean; Almerfa, Malaga, and part of

Granada and C4diz in the south of Spain; and the vast

region comprising the rest of the peninsula. The last-

named is subdivided into four principal regions of impor-

tance historically. The Carpetana, or Carpeto-Veténica,

range in the north (more often called the Guadarrama

Mountains) separates Old Castile from New Castile and

Extremadura to the south, and continues into Portugal.,
The Oretana range crosses the provinces of Cuenca, Toledo,

Ciudad Real, Céceres, and Badajoz, also terminating in

Portugal. Finally, the Mariénica range (more popularly

known as the Sierra Morena) forms the boundary of Castile

and Extremadura with Andalusia. Each of the four sub-

divisions has a great river valley, these being respectively,

from north to south, the Douro, Tagus, Guadiana, and Gua-~

dalquivir. Various other sub-sections might be named,

but only one is of prime importance, — the valley of the

bro in Aragon and Catalonia, lying between the Pyrenees

and an eastward branch of the Iberian range. Within these

regions; embracing parts of several of them, there is another

that is especially noteworthy, — that of the vast table-land
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of central Spain between the Ebro and the Guadalquivir. }

This is an elevated region, difficult of access from all of the
surrounding lands. Geologists have considered it the
“permanent nucleus” of the peninsula. It is in turn di-
vided into two table-lands of unequal height by the great
Carpeto-Veténica range. The long coast line of the pen-
insula, about 2500 miles in length, has also been a factor of
no small importance historically. Despite the length of her
border along the sea, Spain has, next to Switzerland, the
greatest average elevation of any country in Europe, so high
are her mountains and table-lands.

These geographical conditions have had important con-
sequences climatically and economically and especially
historically. The altitude and irregularity of the land have
produced widely separated extremes of temperature; although
as a general rule a happy medium is maintained. To geo-
graphical causes, also, are due the alternating seasons of rain
and drought in most of Spain, especially in Castile, Valencia,
and Andalusia, which have to contend, too, with_the dis-
advantages of a smaller annual rainfall than is the lot of
most other parts of Europe and with the torrential rains
which break the season of drought: When it rains, the
water descends in such quantity and with such rapidity from
the mountains to the sea that the river beds are often un-
able to contain it, and dangerous floods result. Further-
more, the sharpness of the slope makes it difficult to utilize
these rivers for irrigation or navigation, so swift is th
current, and so rapidly do the rivers spend themselves.
\Finally, the rain is not evenly distributed, and some regions,
especially the high plateau country of Castile and La
Mancha, are particularly dry and are difficult of cultiva-
tiom

On the other hand the geographical conditions of the
peninsula have produced distinct benefits to counterbalance
the disadvantages. The coastal plains are often very fer-
tile. Especially is this true of the east and south, where
the vine and the olive, oranges, rice, and other fruits and
vegetables are among the best in the world. The northern
coast is of slight value agriculturally, but, thanks to a rain-

Disadvan~
tageous
effects of
geography.

Beneficial
effects.
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fall which is constant and greater than necessary, is re¥
pastorally. Here, too, there is a very agreeable climisie
due in large measure to a favoring ocean current, which .-
also been influential in producing the forests in a part 1
Galicia. These factors have made the northern coast a
favorite summer resort for Spaniards and, indeed, for many
other Europeans. The mountains in all parts of the penin-
sula have proved to contain a mineral wealth which many
centuries of mining have been unable to exhaust. Some
gold and more silver have been found, but metals of use
industrially — such, for example, as copper — have been
the most abundant. The very difficulties which Spaniards
have had to overcome helped to develop virile traits which
have made their civilization of more force in the world than
might have been expected from a country of such scant
wealth and population.!

The most marked result of these natural conditions has
been the isolation, not only of Spain from the rest of the
world, but also of the different regions of Spain from one
another. Spaniards have therefore developed the conserva-
tive clinging to their own institutions and the individuality
of an island people.y While this has retarded their develop-
ment into a nation, it has held secure the advances made
and has vitalized Spanish civilization. For centuries the
most isolated parts were also the most backward, this being
especially true of Castile, whereas the more inviting and
more easily invaded south and east coasts were the most
susceptible to foreign influence and the most advanced -
intellectually as well as economically. When at length
the centre accepted the civilization of the east and south,
and by reason of its virility was able to dominate them, it

1 The first and most important social question in the history of
the Spanish people, says Altamira, is that of modifying the physical
conditions o? the peninsula, as the basis of their national develop-
ment. They have been able to count on the fertility of some regions,
the abundant waters of others at some seasons of the year (most of
which is lost in the sea, without being utilized), the wealth of sub-
terranean waters in many localities, and the mineral wealth which
lends itself also to industrial development. In other words, the

problem is that of correcting the unequal distribution of Spain’s
resources, rather than of a lack of them.
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sosed its law, its customs, and its conservatism upon

-.a, and reached across the seas to the Americas, where
4, kundful of men were able to leave an imperishable legacy

Spanish civilization to a great part of two continents.

Specific facts in Spanish history can also be traced very
largely to the effects of geography. The mineral wealth
of the peninsula has attracted foreign peoples throughout
recorded history, and the fertility of the south and east has
also been a potent inducement to an invasion, whether of
armies or of capital. The physical features of the peninsula
helped these peoples to preserve their racial characteristics,
with the result that Spain presents an unusual variety in
traits and customs. The fact that the valley of the Guadal-
quivir descends to the sea before reaching the eastern line
of the Portuguese boundary had an influence in bringing
about the independence of Portugal, — for while Castile still
had to combat the Moslem states Portugal could turn her
energies inward. Nevertheless, one must not think that
geography has been the only or even the controlling factor
in the life and events of the Iberian Peninsula. Others have
been equally or more important, — such as those of race and,
especially, the vast group of circumstances involving the
relations of men and of states which may be given the col-
lective name of history.

Events
traceable
to geo-
graphic
conditions.



CHAPTER 1II

THE EARLY PEOPLES, TO 206 B.C.

Prehistorio - THE Iberian Peninsula has not always had the same form

Spain.

which it now has, or the same plants, animals, or climate
which are found there today. For example, it is said that
Spain was once united by land with Africa, and also by way
of Sicily, which had not yet become an island, with southern
Ttaly, making a great lake of the western Mediterranean.
The changes as a result of which the peninsula assumed its
present characteristics belong to the field of geology, and
need to be mentioned here only as affording some clue to
the earliest colonization of the land_In like manner the
description of the primitive peoples of Spain belongs more
properly to the realm of ethnology. It is worthy of note,
however, that there is no proof that the earliest type of man
in Europe, the Neanderthal, or Canstadt, man,! existed
in Spain, and it is believed that the next succeeding type, the
Furfooz man, entered at a time when a third type, the
Cromagnon, was already there. Evidences of the Cro-
magnon man are numerous in Spain. Peoples of this type
may have been the original settlers of the Iberian Penin-
sula.? Like the Neanderthal and Furfooz men they are
described generally as paleolithic men, for their implements
were of rough stone. After many thousands of years the
neolithic man, or man of the polished stone age, developed

1 So called from the localities in Germany where bones of men
of this type were discovered.

? The inhabitants of the Canary Islands, a Spanish group off
the northwest coast of Africa, are of this race. They preserved
their racial characteristics with great purity until the fifteenth

cix:tury, since which time more and more intermixture has taken
place.

6
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in Spain as in other parts of the world. In some respects
the neolithic man of Spain differed from the usual European
type, but was similar to the neolithic man of Greece. This
has caused some writers to argue for a Greek origin of the
early Spanish peoples, but others claim that similar mani-
festations might have developed independently in each
region. Neolithic man was succeeded by men of the ages
of the metals, — copper, bronze, and iron. The age of
iron, at least, coincided with the entry into Spain of peoples
who come within the sphere of recorded history. As early
as the bronze age a great mixture of races had taken place
in Spain, although the brachycephalic successors of the
Cromagnon race were perhaps the principal type. These
were succeeded by a people who probably arrived in pre-
historic times, but later than the other races of those ages —
that dolichocephalic group to which has been applied the
name Iberians. They were the dominating people at the
time of the arrival of the Pheenicians and Greeks.

The early Spanish peoples left no literature which has
survived, wherefore dependence has to be placed on foreign
writers. No writings prior to the sixth century B.c. which
refer to the Iberian Peninsula are extant, and those of that
and the next two centuries are too meagre to throw much
light on the history or the peoples of the land. These ac-
counts were mainly those of Greeks, with also some from
Carthaginians. In the first two centuries B.C. and in the
first and succeeding centuries of the Christian era there
were more complete accounts, based in part on earlier writings
which are no longer available. One of the problems result-
ing from the paucity of early evidences is that of the deter-
mination of Iberian origins. Some hold that the name
Iberian should not have an extensive application, asserting
that it belongs only to the region of the Ebro (Iberus), the
name of which river was utilized by the Greek, Scylax, of
the sixth century B.c., in order to designate the tribes of that
vicinity. Most writers use the term Iberians, however, as
a general one for the peoples in Spain at the dawn of re-
corded history, maintaining that they were akin to the ancient
Chaldeans and Assyrians, who came from Asia into northern
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Africa, stopping perhaps to have a share in the origin of &
Egyptian people, and entering Spain from the south. Ac..
cording to some authors the modern Basques of northerr:
Spain and the Berbers of northern Africa are descendants
of the same people, although there are others who do not
agree with this opinion. Some investigators have gone so
far as to assert the existence of a great Iberian Empire,
extending through northern Africa, Spain, southern France,
northern Italy, Corsica, Sicily, and perhaps other lands.
This empire, they say, was founded in the fifteenth century
B.C., and fought with the Egyptians and Pheenicians for
supremacy in the Mediterranean, in alliance, perhaps, with,
the Hittites of Asia Minor, but was defeated, and fell apar
in the twelfth or eleventh century B.C., at which time the
Pheenicians entered Spain. )

The origin of the Celts is more certain. Unlike the
Iberians they were of Indo-European race. In the third
century B.C. they occupied a territory embracing the greater
part of the lands from the modern Balkan states through
northern Italy and France, with extremities in Britain and
Spain. They entered the peninsula possibly as early as the
sixth century B.C., but certainly not later than the fourth,
coming by way of the Pyrenees. It is generally held that
they dominated the northwest and west, the regions of
modern Galicia and Portugal, leaving the Pyrenees, eastern
Spain, and part of the south in full possession of the Iberians.
In the centre and along the northern and southern coasts
the two races mingled to form the Celtiberians, in which
the Iberian element was the more important. These names
were not maintained very strictly; rather, the ancient
writers were wont to employ group names of smaller sub-
divisions for these peoples, such as Cantabrians, Turdetan-
ians, and Lusitanians. -~

It is not yet possible to distinguish clearly between Iberian
and Celtic civilization; in any event it must be remembered
that primitive civilizations resemble one another very
greatly in their essentials. There was certainly no united
Iberian or Celtic nation within historic times; rather, these
peoples lived in small groups which were independent and
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carely communicated with one another except for

ommerce and wars of neighboring tribes. For pur-

of war tribal bodies federated to form a larger union

che names of these confederations are those which ap-

w most frequently in contemporary literature. The

sitanians, for example, were a federation of thirty tribes,

d the Galicians of forty. The social and political organi-

. vation of these peoples was so similar to others in their stage

f culture, the world over, that it need only be indicated

. riefly. The unit was the gens, made up of a number of

-uilies, forming an independent whole and bound together

‘1gh having the same gods and the same religious prac-

and by a real or feigned blood relationship. Various

; united to form a larger unit, the tribe, which was

1 by the same ties of religion and blood, although they

less clearly defined. Tribes in turn united, though

temporarily and for military purposes, and the great

« ederations were the result. In each unit from gens to

ederation there was a chief, or monarch, and delibera-

assemblies, sometimes aristocratic, and sometimes

stive. 'The institutions of slavery, serfdom, and personal

- yroperty existed. Nevertheless, in some tribes property

vas owned in common, and there is reason to believe that

his practice was quite extensive. In some respects the

ribes varied considerably as regards the stage of culture to

vhich they had attained. Those of the fertile Andalusian

ntry were not only far advanced in agriculture, industry,

.i commerce, but they also had a literature, which was

.d to be six thousand years old. This has all been lost,

inscriptions of these and other tribes have survived,

nough they have yet to be translated. On the other

1 the peoples of the centre, west, and north were in a

e state; the Lusitanians of Portugal stood out from the

in warlike character. Speaking generally, ancient

ters ascribed to the Spanish peoples physical endurance,

snic valor, fidelity (even to the point of death), love of
cty, and lack of discipline as salient traits.

. he first historic people to establish relations with the

crian Peninsula were the Pheenicians. Centuries before,
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they had formed a confederation of cities in their land,
whence they proceeded to establish commercial relations
with the Mediterranean world. The traditional date for
their entry into Spain is the eleventh century, when they
are believed to have conquered C4diz. Later they occupied
posts around nearly all of Spain, going even as far as Galicia
in the northwest. They exploited the mineral wealth of
the peninsula, and engaged in commerce, using a system
not unlike that of the British factories of the eighteenth
century in India in their dealings with the natives. Their
settlements were at the same time a market and a fort,
located usually on an island or on an easily defensible prom-
ontory, though near a native town. Many of these
Pheenician factories have been identified, — among others,
those of Seville, M4laga, Algeciras, and the island of Ibiza,
as well as C4diz, which continued to be the most important
centre. These establishments were in some cases bound
politically to the mother land, but in others they were
private ventures. In either case they were bound by ties
of religion and religious tribute to the cities of Phcenicia.
To the Pheenicians is due the modern name of the greater
part of the peninsula. They called it “Span,” or “Spania,”
meaning “hidden (or remote) land.” In course of time they
were able to extend their domination inland, introducing
important modifications in the life of the Iberian tribes,
if only through the articles of commerce they brought.

The conquest of Pheenicia by the kings of Assyria and
Chaldea had an effect on far-away Spain. The Phcenician
settlements of the peninsula became independent, but they
began to have ever more extensive relations with the great
Pheenician colony of Carthage on the North African coast.
This city is believed to have acquired the island of Ibiza
in much earlier times, but it was not until the sixth century
B.C. that the Carthaginians entered Spain in force. At
that time the people of C4diz are said to have been engaged
in a dangerous war with certain native tribes, wherefore
they invited the Carthaginians to help them. The latter
came, and, as has so often occurred in history, took over
for themselves the land which they had entered as allies.
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Meanwhile, the Greeks had already been in Spain for
some years. Tradition places the first Greek voyage to
the Spanish coast in the year 630 B.c. Thereafter there
were commercial voyages by the Greeks to the peninsula,
followed in time by the founding of settlements. The
principal colonizers were the Phocians, proceeding from
their base at Marseilles, where they had established them-
selves in the seventh century B.c. Their chief post in Spain
was at Emporium (on the site of Castellén de Ampurias, in
the province of Gerona, Catalonia), and they also had
important colonies as far south as the Valencian coast and
yet others in Andalusia, Portugal, Galicia, and Asturias.
Their advance was resisted by the Phcenicians and their
Carthaginian successors, who were able to confine the
Greeks to the upper part of the eastern coast as the prin-
cipal field of their operations. The Greek colonies were
usually private ventures, bound to the city-states from which
they had proceeded by ties of religion and affection alone.
They were also independent of one another. Their manner
of entry resembled that already described in the case of
the Pheenicians, for they went first to the islands near the
coast, and thence to the mainland, where at length they
joined with native towns, although having a separate,
walled-off district of their own, — comparable to the situa-
tion at the present day in certain ports of European nations
on the coast of China. Once masters of the coast the
Greeks were able to penetrate inland and to introduce
Greek goods and Greek influences over a broad area of the
peninsula. To them is attributed the introduction of the
vine and the olive, which ever since have been an important
factor in the economic history of Spain.

The principal objects of the Carthaginians in Spain were
to develop the rich silver mines of the land and to engage
in commerce. In furtherance of these aims they established
a rigorous military system, putting garrisons in the cities,
and insisting on tribute in both soldiers and money. In
other respects they left both the Pheenician colonies and the
native tribes in full enjoyment of their laws and customs,
but founded cities of their own on the model of Carthage.

The
Greeks
in Spain.

Spain
under the
Bareas.



Siege of

Saguntum.

12 A HISTORY OF SPAIN

They did not attempt a thorough conquest of the peninsula
until their difficulties with the rising power of Rome pointed
out its desirability. In the middle of the third century
B.C., Carthage, which had long been the leading power in
the western Mediterranean, came into conflict with Rome
in the First Punic War. As a result of this war, which ended
in 242 B.Cc., Rome took the place of Carthage in Sicily. It
was then that Hamilcar of the great Barca family of Carthage
suggested the more thorough occupation of Spain as a coun-
terpoise to the Roman acquisition of Sicily, in the hope that
Carthage might eventually engage with success in a new
war with Rome. He at length entered Spain with a Car-
thaginian army in 236 B.C., having also been granted political
powers which were so ample that he became practically
independent of direction from Carthage. The conquest
was not easy, for while many tribes joined with him, others
offered a bitter resistance. Hamilcar achieved vast con-
quests, built many forts, and is traditionally supposed to
have founded the city of Barcelona, which bears his family
name. He died in battle, and was succeeded by his son-
in-law, Hasdrubal. Hasdrubal followed a policy of concilia-
tion and peace, encouraging his soldiers to marry Iberian
women, and himself wedding a Spanish princess. He made
his capital at Cartagena, building virtually a new city on
the site of an older onme. This was the principal military
and commercial centre in Spain during the remainder of
Carthaginian rule. There the Barcas erected great public
buildings and palaces, and ruled the country like kings.
Hasdrubal was at length assassinated, leaving his command
to Hannibal, the son of Hamilcar. Though less than thirty
years of age Hannibal was already an experienced soldier
and was also an ardent Carthaginian patriot, bitterly hostile
to Rome. The time now seemed ripe for the realization of
the ambitions of Hamilcar.

In order to check the Carthaginian advance the Romans
had long since put themselves forward as protectors of the
Greek colonies of Spain. Whether Saguntum was included
in the treaties they had made or whether it was a Greek
city at all is doubted today, but when Hannibal got into
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a dispute with that city and attacked it Rome claimed that
this violated the treaty which had been made by Hasdrubal.
It was in the year 219 B.c. that Hannibal laid siege to Sa-
guntum. The Saguntines defended their city with a heroic
valor which Spaniards have many times manifested under
like circumstances. When resistance seemed hopeless they
endeavored to destroy their wealth and take their own lives.
Nevertheless, Hannibal contrived to capture many prisoners,
who were given to his soldiers as slaves, and to get a vast
booty, part of which he forwarded to Carthage. This—
arrived when the Carthaginians were discussing the ques-
tion of Saguntum with a Roman embassy, and, coupled
with patriotic pride, it caused them to sustain Hannibal
and to declare war on Rome in the year 218 B.c.

Hannibal had already organized a great army of over Expulsion
100,000 men, in great part Spanish troops, and had started of the
by the land route for Italy. His brilliant achievements in Cértha-

Italy, reflecting, though they do, not a little glory on Spain, %1;1 tahlf

belong rather to the history of Rome. The Romans had-Romans,

hoped to detain him in Spain, and had sent Gneeus Scipio

to accomplish this end. When he arrived in Spain he found

that Hannibal had already gone. He remained, however,

and with the aid of another army under his brother, Publius

Cornelius Scipio, was able to overrun a great part of Cata-

lonia and Valencia. In this campaign the natives followed

their traditional practice of allying, some with one side,

others with the other. Hannibal’s brother Hasdrubal was

at length able to turn the tide, defeating the two Scipios

in 211 B.c. He then proceeded to the aid of Hannibal in

ITtaly, but his defeat at the battle of the Metaurus was a

deathblow to Carthage in the war against Rome. The
—Romans, meanwhile, renewed the war in Spain, where the

vouthful Publius Cornelius Scipio, son of the Scipio of the

same name who had been killed in Spain, had been placed

in command. By reckless daring and good fortune rather

than by military skill Scipio won several battles and captured

the great city of Cartagena. He ingratiated himself with

native tribes by promises to restore their liberty and by

several generous acts calculated to please them, — as, for
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example, his return of a native girl who had been given to
him, on learning that she was on the point of being married
to a native prince. These practices helped him to win
victory after victory, despite several instances of desperate
resistance, until at length in 206 B.c. the Carthaginians
abandoned the peninsula. It was this same Scipio who
later defeated Hannibal at Zama, near Carthage, in 202 B.C.,
whereby he brought the war to an end and gained for him-
self the surname Africanus.

The Carthaginians had been in Spain for over two hundred
years, and, as was natural, had influenced the customs of
the natives. Nevertheless, their rule was rather a con-
tinuation, on a grander scale, of the Pheenician civilization.
From the standpoint of race, too, they and their Berber
and Numidian allies, who entered with them, were perhaps
of the same blood as the primitive Iberians. They had
developed far beyond them, however, and their example
assisted the native tribesmen to attain to a higher culture
than had hitherto been acquired. If Rome was to mould
Spanish civilization, it must not be forgotten that the
Pheenicians, Greeks, and Carthaginians had already pre-
pared the way. .



CHAPTER III
ROMAN SPAIN, 206 B.C.~-409 A.D.

UNDOUBTEDLY the greatest single fact in the history of
Spain was the long Roman occupation, lasting more than
six centuries. All that Spain is or has done in the world
can be traced in greatest measure to the Latin civilization
which the organizing genius of Rome was able to graft upon
her. Nevertheless, the history of Spain in the Roman
period does not differ in its essentials from that of the
Roman world at large, wherefore it may be passed over,
with only a brief indication of events and conditions in
Spain and a bare hint at the workings and content of Latin
civilization in general.

The Romans had not intended to effect a thorough con-
quest of Spain, but the inevitable law of expansion forced
them to attempt it, unless they wished to surrender what
they had gained, leaving themselves once more exposed to
danger from that quarter. The more civilized east and
south submitted easily to the Roman rule, but the tribes
of the centre, north, and west opposed a most vigorous and
persistent resistance. The war lasted three centuries, but
may be divided into three periods, in each of which the
Romans appeared to better advantage than in the pre-
ceding, until at length the powerful effects of Roman or-
ganization were already making themselves felt over all
the land, even before the end of the wars.

The first of these periods began while the Carthaginians
were still in the peninsula, and lasted for upwards of seventy
years. This was an era of bitter and often temporarily
successful resistance to Rome, —a matter which taxed
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the resources of the Roman Republic heavily. The very
lack of union of the Spanish peoples tended to prolong the
conflict, since any tribe might make war, then peace, and
war again, with the result that no conquests, aside from those
in the east and south, were ever secure. The type of war-
fare was also difficult for the Roman legionaries to cope
with, for the Spaniards fought in small groups, taking ad-
vantage of their knowledge of the country to cut off detach-
ments or to surprise larger forces when they were not in
the best position to fight. These military methods, em-
ployed by Spaniards many times in their history, have
been given, very appropriately, a Spanish name, — guerrilla
(little war). Service in Spain came to be the most dreaded
of all by the Roman troops, and several times Roman soldiers
refused to go to the peninsula, or to fight when they got
there, all of which encouraged the Spanish tribes to continue
the revolt. The Romans employed harsh methods against
those who resisted them, levelling their city walls and
towers, selling prisoners of war into slavery, and imposing
heavy taxes on conquered towns. They often displayed an
almost inhuman brutality and treachery, which probably
harmed their cause rather than helped it. Two incidents
stand out as the most important in this period, and they
llustrate the way in which the Romans conducted the war,
—the wars of the Romans against the Lusitanians and
against the city of Numantia in the middle years of the
second century B.C.

The Roman leader Galba had been defeated by the Lusi-
tanians, whereupon he resorted to an unworthy stratagem
to reduce them. He granted them a favorable peace, and
then when they were returning to their homes unprepared
for an attack he fell upon them, and mercilessly put them to
death. He could not kill them all, however, and a deter-
mined few gathered about a shepherd named Viriatus to
renew the war. Viriatus was a man of exceptional military
talent, and he was able to reconquer a great part of western
and central Spain. For eight or nine years he hurled back
army after army sent against him, until at length the Roman
general Servilianus recognized the independence of the lands
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in the control of Viriatus. The Roman government dis-
avowed the act of Servilianus, and sent out another general,
Ceepio by name, who procured the assassination of Viriatus.
Thereafter, the Lusitanians were unable to maintain an
effective resistance, and they were obliged to take up their
abode in lands where they could be more easily controlled
should they again attempt a revolt.

Meanwhile, the wars of Numantia, which date from the
year 152 B.c., were still going on. Numantia was a city on
the Douro near the present town of Soria, and seems to
have been at that time the centre, or capital, of a powerful
confederation. Around this city occurred the principal
incidents of the war in central Spain, although the fighting
went on elsewhere as well. Four times the Roman armies
were utterly defeated and obliged to grant peace, but on
each occasion their treaties were disavowed by the govern-
ment or else the Roman generals declined to abide by their
own terms. Finally, Rome sent Scipio Amilianus, her
best officer, with a great army to bring the war to an end.
This general contrived to reach the walls of Numantia, and
was so skilful in his methods that the city was cut off from
its water-supply and even from the hope of outside help.
The Numantines therefore asked for terms, but the con-
ditions offered were so harsh that they resolved to burn the
city and fight to the death. This they did, killing them-
selves if they did not fall in battle. Thus ended the Numan-
tine wars at a date placed variously from 134 to 132 B.c.
The most serious part of the fighting was now over.

In the next period, lasting more than a hundred years,
there were not a few native revolts against the Romans, but
the principal characteristic of the era was the part which
Spain played in the domestic strife of the Roman Republic.

~Spain had already become sufficiently Romanized to be the
most important Roman province. When the party of Sulla
triumphed over that of Marius in Rome, Sertorius, a par-
tisan of the latter, had to flee from Italy, and made his
way to Spain and thence to Africa. In 81 B.c. he returned
to Spain, and put himself at the head of what purported
to be a revolt against Rome. Part Spanish in blood he was
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able to attract the natives to his standard as well as the
Romans in Spain who were opposed to Sulla, and in a short
time he became master of most of the peninsula. He was
far from desiring a restoration of native independence, how-
ever, but wished, through Spain, to overthrow the Sullan
party in Rome. The real significance of his revolt was that
it facilitated the Romanization of the country, for Sertorius
introduced Roman civilization under the guise of a war
against the Roman state. His governmental administra-
tion was based on that of Rome, and his principal officials
were either Romans or part Roman in blood. He also
founded schools in which the teachers were Greeks and
Romans. It was natural that not a few of the natives
should view with displeasure the secondary place allotted
to them and their customs and to their hopes of independ-
ence. Several of the Roman officers with Sertorius also
became discontented, whether through envy or ambition.
Thus it was that the famous Roman general Pompey was
at length able to gain a victory by treachery which he could
not achieve by force of arms. A price was put on Sertorius’
head, and he was assassinated in 72 B.c. by some of his
companions in arms, as Viriatus had been before him. In
the course of the next year Pompey was able to subject the
entire region formerly ruled by Sertorius. In the war be-
tween Ceesar and Pompey, commencing in 49 B.c., Spain
twice served as a battle-ground where Casar gained great
victories over the partisans of his enemy, at Ilerda (moderr.
Lérida) in 49, and at Munda (near Ronda) in 45 B.c. It is
noteworthy that by this time a Cesar could seek his Romar
enemy in Spain, without paying great heed to the nativi.
peoples. The north and northwest were not wholly subdued
however. This task was left to the victor in the next perio¢
of civil strife at Rome, Octavius, who became the Empero-
Augustus. His general, Agrlppa, finally suppressed t}‘
peoples of the northern coasts, just prior to the begmmrv
of the Christian era.
For another hundred years there were minor uprising

after which there followed, so far as the internal affairs -
the peninsula were concerned, the long Roman peace. Ok
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several occasions there were invasions from the outside,
once by the Franks in the north, and various times by
peoples from Africa. The latter are the more noteworthy.
In all, or nearly all, of the wars chronicled thus far troops
from northern Africa were engaged, while the same region
was a stronghold for pirates who sailed the Spanish coasts.
A large body of Berbers successfully invaded the peninsula
between 170 and 180 A.p., but they were at length dislodged.
This danger from Africa has been one of the permanent
factors in the history of Spain, not only at the time of the
great Moslem invasion of the eighth century, but also before
that and since, down to the present day.

Administratively, Spain was divided into, first two
provinces (197 B.c.), then three (probably in 15 or 14 B.C.),
and four (216 A.p.), and at length five provinces (under
Diocletian),! but the principal basis of the Roman conquest
and control and the entering wedge for Roman civilization
was the city, or town. In the towns there were elements
which were of Roman blood, at least in part, as well as the
purely indigenous peoples, who sooner or later came under
the Roman influence. Rome sent not only armies to con-
quer the natives but also laborers to work in the mines.
$ands, too, were allotted to her veteran soldiers, who often
married native women, and brought up their children as
Romans. Then there was the natural attraction of the
superior Roman civilization, causing it to be imitated, and
eventually acquired, by those who were not of Roman blood.
The Roman cities were distinguished from one another
according to the national elements of which they were
formed, and the conquered or allied cities also had their
different sets of rights and duties, but in all cases the result
was the same, — the acceptance of Roman civilization. In
‘Andalusia and southern Portugal the cities were com-

letely Roman by the end of the first century, and beginning

vith the second century the rural districts as well gradually

% 1 As an illustration of the close relationship between Spain and
orthern Africa it may be mentioned that the diocese of Spain
ander Diocletian included the province of Mauretania, or northern
Africa. A seventh province was formed of the Balearic Islands.
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took on a Roman character. Romanization of the east was
a little longer delayed, except in the great cities, which were
early won over. The centre and north were the most con-
servatively persistent in their indigenous customs, but even
there the cities along the Roman highways imitated more
and more the methods of their conquerors. It was the
army, especially in the early period, which made this pos-
sible. Its camps became cities, just as occurred elsewhere
in the empire,! and it both maintained peace by force of
arms, and ensured it when not engaged in campaigns by
the construction of roads and other public works.

The gift of Rome to Spain and the world was twofold.
In the first place she gave what she herself had originated
or brought to a point which was farther advanced than that
to which other peoples had attained, and secondly she
transmitted the civilization of other peoples with whom
her vast conquests had brought her into contact. Rome’s
own contribution may be summed up in two words, -— law
and administration. Through these factors, which had
numerous ramifications, Rome gave the conquered peoples
peace, so that an advance in wealth and culture also became
possible. The details need not be mentioned here, especially
since Roman institutions will be discussed later in dealing
with the evolution toward national unity between 1252
and 1479. The process of Romanization, however, was a
slow one, not only as a result of the native opposition to
innovation, but also because Roman ideas themselves were
evolving through the centuries, not reaching their highest
state, perhaps, until the second century A.n. Spain was
especially favored in the legislation of the emperors, several
of whom (Trajan, Hadrian, and possibly Theodosius, who
were also among the very greatest) were born in the town
of Itdlica (near Seville), while a fourth, the philosopher
Marcus Aurelius, was of Spanish descent.

1 Many of these city camps date from the period of Augustus,
whose name appears in most of them, e.g.: Cesaria Augusta (Sar-
agossa); Urbs Septima Legionis (Le6n); Asturica Augusta (Astorga)
Lucas Augusti (Lugo); Emerita Augusta (Mérida); Pazr Auguste
(Badajoz); and Bracara Augusta (Braga).
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In the third and fourth centuries Spain suffered, like the Last years
rest of the empire, from the factors which were bringing of the
about the gradual dissolution of imperial rule. Population Roman
declined, in part due to plagues, and taxes increased ; luxury
and long peace had also softened the people, so that the
barbarians from the north of Europe, who had never ceased
to press against the Roman borders, found resistance to be
less and less effective. Indeed, the invaders were often
more welcome than not, so heavy had the weight of the laws
become. The dying attempt of Rome to bolster up her
outworn administrative system is not a fact, however, to
which much space need be given in a history of Spain.
~ In Spain as elsewhere there were a great many varying Society In
grades of society during the period of Roman dominion. Roman
There were the aristocratic patricians, the common people, SPain.
or plebeians, and those held in servitude. Each class had
various sub-divisions, differing from one another. Then,
too, there were “colleges,” or guilds, of men engaged in
the same trade, or fraternities of a religious or funerary
nature. The difference in classes was accentuated in the
closing days of the empire, and hardcned into something
like a caste system, based on lack of equal opportunity.
Artisans, for example, were made subject to their trade in
perpetuity ; the son of a carpenter had no choice in life but
to become a carpenter. Great as was the lack of both liberty
and equality it did not nearly approximate what it had been
in more primitive times, and it was even less burdensome
than it was to be for centuries after the passing of Rome.

~Indeed, Rome introduced many social principles which
tended to make mankind more and more free, and it is these
ideas which are at the base of modern social liberty. Most
important among them, perhaps, was that of the individ-
ualistic tendency of the Roman law. This operated to
destroy the bonds which subordinated the individual to
the will of & communal group; in particular, it substituted
the individual for the family, giving each man the liberty
of following his own will, instead of subjecting him forever
to the family. The same concept manifested itself in the
Roman laws with reference to property. For example,
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freedom of testament was introduced, releasing property
from the fetters by which it formerly had been bound.

Beginnings - Even though Rome for a long time resisted it, she gave

of the
Christian
church in
Spain.

Christianity to the world almost as surely as she did her
Roman laws, for the very extent and organization of the
empire and the Roman tolerance (despite the various perse-
cutions of Christians) furnished the means by which the
Christian faith was enabled to gain a foothold. In the
fourth century the emperors gave the new religion their
active support, and ensured its victory over the opposing
faiths. There is a tradition that Saint Paul preached in
Spain, but at any rate Christianity certainly existed there
in the second century, and in the third there were numerous
Christian communities.! The church was organized on
the basis of the Roman administrative districts, employing
also the Roman methods and the Roman law. Thus,
through Rome, Spain gained another institution which was
to assist in the eventual development of her national unity
and to play a vital part in her subsequent history, —
that of a common religion. In the fourth century the
church began to acquire those privileges which at a later
time were to furnish such a problem to the state. It was
authorized to receive inheritances; its clergy began to be
granted immunities, — exemptions from taxation among
others; and it was allowed to have law courts of its own,
with jurisdiction over many cases where the church or
the clergy were concerned. Church history in Spain during
this period centres largely around the first three councils
of the Spanish church. The first was held at Iliberis
(Elvira) in 306, and declared for the celibacy of the clergy,
for up to that time priests had been allowed to marry. The
second, held at Saragossa in 380, dealt with heresy. The
third took place at Toledo in 400, and was very important,
for it unified the doctrine of the Christian communities of
Spain on the basis of the Catholic, or Nicene, creed. It was

1 Spain contributed its share of martyrs during the periods of
persecution, especially in the time of Diocletian. San Vicente of
Valencia, Santa Eulalia of Mérida, San Severo of Barcelona, Santa

Leocadia of Toledo, and Santa Engracia of Saragossa were among
those put to death in Diocletian’s reign.
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at this time, too, that monasteries began to be founded
in Spain. The church received no financial aid from the
state, but supported itself out of the proceeds of its own
wealth and the contributions of the faithful.

As in other parts of the Roman world, so too in Spain, Priscil-
heresies were many and varied at this time. One of the lianism.

~most prominent of them, Priscillianism, originated in Spain,
taking its name from its propounder, Priscillian. Priscillian
was a Galiclan, who under the influence of native beliefs
set forth a new interpretation of Christianity. He denied
the mystery of the Trinity; claimed that the world had been
created by the Devil and was ruled by him, asserting that
this life was a punishment for souls which had sinned;
defended the transmigration of souls; held that wine was
not necessary in the celebration of the mass; and main-
tained that any Christian, whether a priest or not, might
celebrate religious sacraments. In addition he propounded
much else of a theological character which was not in accord
with Catholic Christianity. It was to condemn Priseil-
lianism that the Council of Saragossa was called. Never-
theless, this doctrine found favor even among churchmen
of high rank, and Priscillian himself became bishop of
Avila. In the end he and his principal followers were put
to death, but it was three centuries before Priscillianism
was completely stamped out. In addition to this and other
heresies the church had to combat the religions which were
already in existence when it entered the field, such as Roman
paganism and the indigenous faiths. It was eventually
successful, although many survivals of old beliefs were long
existent in the rural districts.

The Romans continued the economic development of Economie
Spain on a greater scale than their predecessors. Regions develop-
which the other peoples had not reached were for the first me&g and
time benefited by contact with a superior civilization, and 2%
the materials which Spain was already able to supply were
diversified and improved. Although her wealth in agri-
cultural and pastoral products was very great, it was the
mines which yielded the richest profits. It is said that there
were forty thousand miners at Cartagena alone in the second
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century B.C. Commerce grew in proportion to the develop-
ment of wealth, and was facilitated in various ways, one of
which deserves special mention, for its effects were far wider
than those of mere commercial exchange. This was the
building of public works, and especially of roads, which
permitted the peoples of Spam to communicate freely with
one another as never before. The roads were so extraor-
dinarily well made that some of them are still in use.
The majority date from the period of the empire, being
built for military reasons as one of the means of preserving
peace. They formed a network, crossing the peninsula in
different directions, not two or three roads, but many. The
Romans also built magnificent bridges, which, like the roads,
still remain in whole or in part. Trade was fostered by the
checking of fraud and abuses through the application of the
Roman laws of property and of contract.

Intelleet- = In general culture Spain also profited greatly from the

ual life
and the
fine arts.

Romans, for, if the latter were not innovators outside the
fields of law and government, they had taken over much of
the philosophy, science, literature, and the arts of Greece,
borrowing, too, from other peoples. The Romans had also
organized a system of public instruction as a means of dis-
seminating their culture, and this too they gave to Spain.
The Spaniards were apt pupils, and produced some of the
leading men in Rome in various branches of learning, among
whom may be noted the philosopher Seneca, the rhetorician
Quintilian, the satirical poet Martial, and the epic poet
Lucan. The Spaniards of Cordova were especially promi-
nent in poetry and oratory, going so far as to impose their
taste and style of speech on conservative Rome. This
shows how thoroughly Romanized certain parts of the
peninsula had become. In architecture the Romans had
borrowed more from the Etruscans than from the Greeks,
getting from them the principle of the vault and the round
arch, by means of which they were able to erect great build-
ings of considerable height. From the Greeks they took
over many decorative forms. Massiveness and strength
were among the leading characteristics of Roman architec-
ture, and, due to them, many Roman edifices have with-
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stood the ravages of time. Especially notable in Spain
are the aqueducts, bridges, theatres, and amphitheatres
which have survived, but there are examples, also, of walls,
temples, triumphal arches, and tombs, while it is known
that there were baths, though none remain. In a wealthy
civilization like the Roman it was natural, too, that there
should have been a great development of sculpture, painting,
and the industrial arts. The Roman type of city, with its
forum and with houses presenting a bare exterior and wealth
within, was adopted in Spain.

In some of the little practices of daily life the Spanish
peoples continued to follow the customs of their ancestors,
but in broad externals Spain had become as completely
Roman as Rome herself.
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CHAPTER IV
VISIGOTHIC SPAIN, 409-713

THE Roman influence in Spain did not end, even politi-
cally, in the year 409, which marked the first successful
invasion of the peninsula by a Germanic people and the
beginning of the Visigothic era. The Visigoths themselves
did not arrive in that year, and did not establish their rule
over the land until long afterward. Even then, one of the
principal characteristics of the entire era was the persist-
ence of Roman civilization. Nevertheless, in spite of the
fact that the Visigoths left few permanent traces of their
civilization, they were influential for so long a time in the
history of Spain that it is appropriate to give their name to
the period elapsing from the first Germanic invasion to the
beginning of the Moslem conquest. The northern peoples,
of whom the Visigoths were by far the principal element,
reinvigorated the peninsula, both by compelling a return to
a more primitive mode of life, and also by some intermixture
of blood. They introduced legal, political, and religious
principles which served in the end only to strengthen the
Roman civilization by reason of the very combat necessary
to the ultimate Roman success. The victory of the Roman
church came in this era, but that of the Roman law and
government was delayed until the period from the thirteenth
to the close of the fifteenth century.

In the opening years of the fifth century the Vandals, who
had been In more or less hostile contact with the Romans
during more than two centuries, left their homes within
modern Hungary, and emigrated, men, women, and children,
toward the Rhine. With them went the Alans, and a little

2¢
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later a group of the Suevians joined them. They invaded
the region of what is now France, and after devastating it
for several years passed into Spain in the year 409. There
seems to have been no effective resistance, whereupon the
conquerors divided the land, giving Galicia to the Suevians
and part of the Vandals, and the southern country from
Portugal to Cartagena to the Alans and another group
of Vandals. A great part of Spain still remained subject
to the Roman Empire, even in the regions largely dominated
by the Germanic peoples. The bonds between Spain and
the empire were slight, however, for the political strife in
Italy had caused the withdrawal of troops and a general
neglect of the province, wherefore the regions not acknowl-
edging Germanic rule tended to become semi-independent
nuclei.

The more important Visigothic invasion was not long in
coming. The Visigoths (or the Goths of the west, —to
distinguish them from their kinsmen, the Ostrogoths, or
Goths of the east) had migrated in a body from Scandinavia
in the second century to the region of the Black Sea, and in
the year 270 established themselves north of the Danube.
Pushed on by the Huns they crossed that river toward the
close of the fourth century, and entered the empire, con-
tracting with the emperors to defend it. Their long con-
tact with the Romans had already modified their customs,
and had resulted in their acceptance of Christianity. They
had at first received the orthodox faith, but were later con-
verted to the Arian form, which was not in accord with the
Nicene creed. After taking up their dwelling within the
empire the Visigoths got into a dispute with the emperors,
and under their great leader Alaric waged war on them in
the east. At length they invaded Italy, and in the year
410 captured and sacked the city of Rome, the first time such
an event had occurred in eight hundred years. Alaric was
succeeded by Ataulf, who led the Visigoths out of Italy into
southern France. There he made peace with the empire,
being allowed to remain as a dependent ally of Rome in the
land he had conquered. In all of these wanderings the
whole tribe, all ages and both sexes, went along. From this
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point as a base the Visigoths made a beginning of the or-
ganization which was to become a powerful independent
state. There, too, in this very Roman part of the empire,
they became more and more Romanized.

The Visigoths were somewhat troublesome allies, for they
proceeded to conquer southern France for themselves.
Thereupon, war broke out with the emperor, and it was in
the course of this conflict that they made their first entry
into Spain. This occurred in the year 414, when Ataulf
crossed the Pyrenees and captured Barcelona. Not long
afterward, Wallia, a successor of Ataulf, made peace with
the emperor, gaining title thereby to the conquests which
Ataulf bad made in southern France, but renouncing those
in Spain. The Visigoths also agreed to make war on the
Suevians and the other Germanic peoples in Spain, on behalf
of the empire. Thus the Visigoths remained in the penin-
sula, but down to the year 456 made no conquests on their
own account. Wallia set up his capital at Toulouse, France,
and it was not until the middle of the sixth century that a
Spanish city became the Visigothic seat of government.

The Visigoths continued to be rather uncertain allies
of the Romans. They did indeed conquer the Alans, and
reduced the power of the Vandals until in 429 the latter
people migrated anew, going to northern Africa. The
Suevians were a more difficult enemy to cope with, however,
consolidating their power in Galicia, and at one time they
overran southern Spain, although they were soon obliged
to abandon it. It was under the Visigothic king Theodorie
that the definite break with the empire, in 456, took place.
He not only conquered on his own account in Spain, but also
extended his dominions in France. His successor, Euric
(467—485), did even more. Except for the territory of the
Suevians in the northwest and west centre and for various
tiny states under Hispano-Roman or perhaps indigenous
nobles in southern Spain and in the mountainous regions of
the north, Euric conquered the entire peninsula. He ex-
tended his French holdings until they reached the river
Loire. No monarch of western Europe was nearly so
powerful. The Visigothic conquest, as also the conquests
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by the other Germanic peoples, had been marked by con-
siderable violence, not only toward the conquered peoples
of a different faith, but also in their dealings with one an-
other. The greatest of the Visigothic kings often ascended
the throne as a result of the assassination of their prede-
cessors, who were in many cases their own brothers. Such
was the case with Theodoric and with Eurie, and the latter
was one of the fortunate few who died a natural death.
This condition of affairs was to continue throughout the
Visigothic period, supplemented by other factors tending
to increase the disorder and violence of the age.

The death of Euric was contemporaneous with the rise
of a new power in the north of France. The Franks, under
Clovis, were just beginning their career of conquest, and they
coveted the Visigothic lands to the south of them. In 496
the Franks were converted to Christianity, but unlike the
Visigoths they became Catholic Christians. This fact aided
them against the Visigoths, for the subject population in
the lands of the latter was also Catholic. Clovis was there-
fore enabled to take the greater part of Visigothic France,
including the capital city, in 508, restricting the Visigoths
to the region about Narbonne, which thenceforth became
their capital. Inthe middle of the sixth century a Visigothic
noble, Athanagild, in his ambition to become king invited
the great Roman emperor Justinian (for the empire con-
tinued to exist in the east, long after its dissolution in the
west in 476) to assist him. Justinian sent an