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GARGUNNOCK C.C. ¢ A NEW BEGINNING OR THE BEGINNING OF THE END?

A SUMMARY OF 1995.

The twelfth season of the Club's existence perhaps marked a watershed in its history,
as after only a few games, for which Saturday captain A.Williamson had struggled to
raise a side, the Club was obliged to withdraw from the Perthshire League. After
the departure, for various reasons, of Mike Hargreave, Norrie Jack and Gerald
Dunkley, Gargunnock were always going to struggle, but with the older members of

the Club preferring to play on Suxays, no team of any sort, let alone a good one,
could be fielded. This was a disappointing end to John Henderson's brave step in

taking such a young Club into the league a few years previously.

The rest of the season therefore revolved around the Sunday and Wednesday teams,
and during one period in May and June when five Sunday games in succession were
called off due to the weather and the opposition's inability to raise a side, the
only cricket available was on Wednesday nights. Thanks must go to Peter Sutherland
for his efforts in organising the team, and it is to be hoped that he will do it
all again in 1996, although Peter seems set on retirement after the nasty blow in
the face which he received in the last game of the season against Inverclyde.

In total twelve Wednesday games were played, and half were won,(which in Gargunnock

terms must be cause for public celebration and dancing in the streets!)



Ten Sunday friendlies and two Cup games were also played, and two of these were won.
It became clear during the season, (or even clearer!) that a number of the sides
that we were playing (such as those with Australian professionals and others with
giant Pakistani fast bowlers!) were way out of our league, and consequently it was

a pointless exercise to play them. A radical rethink was clearly needed.

The AGM in October was well-attended (14 members plus the Chairman). At this meeting
Martin Everett was elected Clubman of the Year, presumably for keeping the Sunday

team going, and Graham Naris was elected Player of the Year, as he topped both the
batting and bowling averages. Martin was re-elected as Sunday captain, and Andy Bryant
became vice-captain. As John Henderson was about to depart for 3 months in NewZealand,
Martin agreed to become Secretery,whilst David Fallow was elected Treasurer. Committee
members are : A.Bryant, G.Gibson, W.McFadgen and G.Naris. A Grants' Sub-Committee
(convenor G.Gibson) was also formed to investigate the possibility of grants from
various sources for electricity, sight-screens, an artificial pitch and mains-drainage
installation. Importantly, at this meeting, it was agreed that as there seemed little
prospect of resurrecting Saturday cricket in the near future, the Club would apply to

join the Strathclyde Sunday League.

Strathclyde Sunday League The AGM of this League was attended by Martin Everett

on November 30th. Representatives from a number of clubs that we have played in the
past were present, and it was gratifying to sense the enormous amount of goodwill

that there is for Gargunnock in cricketing circles. We were unanimously elected to

the new Division Five (the lowest Division, obviously!) which has been formed by the
amalgamation of the old Divisions Five and Six. Inverclyde, with whom we all (except
Peter!) had a very enjoyable game at the end of the season, were also elected to this
Division. The five other teams are : Ardrossan, Dunlop, Mirpur,(Glasgow), Cumbernauld,
and Glasgow Airport. The standard should be such that we can compete reasonably, which
will make a change! The downside to League membership is firstly the travelling, and
secondly the fact that since there are now twelve League games, we have had to drop a

certain number of our friendlies, but i have tried to keep the more enjoyable ones.
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Friendlies and Cup Competitions : New friendlies have been arranged against

Almond Valley, Kinross, Inellan, Comrie & West of Scotland. In addition we had the
good fortune to be drawn against Bredalbane (Aberfeldy) in the Small Clubs' Cup,
which will give us a good day out as well as a chance (perhaps!) of winning. Tn

the Village Cup we have drawn the mighty Freuchie {(complete wilth Scotland players?)
at home, which should be an interesting experience! In my view we should not be
looking to bring in imported "stars" for this game (are there any anyway?), but
instead the people who Lurn out every Sunday, even in the less attractive away games.
should have a chance to pley in this attractive metch. Let's hope that they bat firsL!
The Stralhclyde League also runs a cup competition, which takes place on Wednesday
evenings, and we have been drawn away to Mirpur,who are an off-shooct of North

Kelvinside.

The Annual Dinner : Despite the great smount or ettort that Dave Fallow pul into

the organisation of this enjoysble svent, cnly > members plus 4 ladiee attended.
Consequently Lhe speaker had to be cancelled. This was obviously a very disappointing
turn-out, though in fairness members were not notified of the date unlil s few weeks
before the event. Perhaps next year an end-of -season dinner would be best, at the

end of September? Steve Dolman has arranged for Bob Crampsic to speak for no fee,

s0 it is to be hoped thal we cen get a reasonahle turn-out of members in 1996.

The Muture ?  In a way, the Dinner highlighted the situation now facing the Club :

a lack of members and "life without John". By the time Lhat Dave =d [reaiised that

we were meant to be organising the dinner, which wasn't clear until the AGM in (October,
it was almost too late. Everyone involved with the Club has been used to John doing
virtually everything, but il is clear that now that he is involved with the County,

we are going to have to tazke on much more ourselves.As far as membership goes, the
Club could easily disappear unless we attract some new players. If we fail to field
teams regularly in the Strathclyde League this season, it is hard to see how the

Club can continue to play regular fixtures. Failure to fulfill our fixtures would
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also mean a loss of the goodwill that the Club has built up over the last twelve
years. Yet most of our players are in their 40s and 50s, and any young players will

presumably gravitate to the County,where they will receive coaching and where there
are youth teams, opportunities for development, etc. Doug. Smith has moved to the
Isle of Man, Peter seems to have retired, Andy Bryant has started his own business

and may not be regularly available; John has virtually given up playing....It seems

that unless our small pool of players commits itself to playing every week, or unless
we can attract some new members, then we will struggle in 1996. Perhaps if every

existing member could introduce one friend or acquaintance...?

Dollar Nets : Dollar Academy,{and in particular the Rector, Mr. John Robertson),

have very kindly agreed to allow us to use the indoor nets again in Jan./Feb./March.
These sessions, at a cost of £2.00 per player, will begin on January 21st, and
will run from 10.00 a.m. until 12.00 noon. It is again to be hoped that a reasonable
number of members will come along, as much for the post-practice pint(s) as for the
cricket! It should be noted that owing to a previous booking, there will be no

nets on Sunday 18th February.

Best wishes,

-

Martin Everett.



Garage

S Macdonald C Whaley N Hepple I Condon N Jack
R Tuwrmbull J Henderson M Everett G Naris R Bond P Sutherland



GARGUNNOCK VILLAGE CRICKET CLUB

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING , OCTOBER 1996

PRESENT : E. Eccles; M.Everett; D.Fallow; G.Gibson; J.Henderson; G.Naris;
W.Strange; C.Whaley.

APOLOGIES : S.Dolman; R.Fuller; W.Scott; P.Sutherland.

MINUTES OF HALF-YEARLY MEETING , (17/4/96) : G.Gibson pointed out that he
had not donated the match ball

for he Freuchie Village Cup game, but had donated cne later in the season.

The accuracy of the minutes was proposed by G.Naris and seconded by D.Fallow.

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS : John Henderson thanked all members of the Committee
for helping to make the season a successful one. He
commented on the Club's affiliation to Stirling County,and expressed the view that
the arrangement had boosted Gargunnock's playing strength, although it could
possibly have financial disadvantages if County members did not also pay a
Gargunnock subscription. The chairman also remarked on the need for all members
to assist with pavilion maintenance, and especially, cleaning. Additionally, the covers
would require cleaning in the spring. Reports in the Stirling Observer had been missing
during the 1996 season, and he Chairman hoped that this disappointing situation would
be rectified in 1997. Mr. Scott had granted three dates to Stirling County during the 1997
season.

TREASURER'S REPORT : The Treasurer commented that the accounts had not yet been

audited; the audited figures would be presented to the half-
yearly meeting in April 1997. He thanked E. Eccles for his donation to the Club, and R.Fuller
and D.Anderson for paying their subscriptions despite the fact that they were not required to
do so under the affiliation arrangements. Income had been forthcoming from Subscriptions,
Match Fees, the indoor nets at Dollar, and the Freuchie raffle. The Dinner had covered its
own costs. J.Henderson explained the groundsman's expenses, and M.Everett referred to
the Match Sfecretary's expenses. G.Naris had also incurred expenses for repairing the
pavilion roof.

PAVILION IMPROVEMENTS : G.Naris reported on the work which he had carried out on
roof during the season. If no further leaks appeared, the
ceiling could be put back in position. Some painting was needed, and the step outside the
visitors' dressing-room required repair.
Graham went on to outline his plans for the provision of showers and toilets in the pavilion.
Plans had been presented to the Council, and if these were agreed, an application to the
Lottery fund would be made. A total of £2,500- £3,000 would be required. This included the
provision of a cesspool; the clay subsoil made a septic tank impractical.
If Council approval was forthcoming, a meeting would be sought with Mr. Scott to discuss
the viability of the proposals.
C.Whaley added that a portacabin containing two toilets was currently being sold by the
organisation for which he worked; it was roughly 34 the size of the present pavilion.
J.Henderson suggested that this building could perhaps replace the existing collection of
huts and sheds, and the score-box.
There was also some discussion of the provision of lighting,and of the need for a power
supply for any showers that might be provided in the future. G.Naris commented that an
electricity generator would be too expensive and too noisy. A 110v. system could provide
enough power for lighting; it would cost over £300. Calor gas was another possibility to heat



water.

During further discussion on the subject of grants, C.Whaley suggested passing the
lottery application to Stirling Sports Council for checking. J.Henderson remarked that
a weakness of the club when applying for funds was the lack of a youth section and
coaching facilities. C.Whaley also wondered whether the short lease would prejudice
any application, but J.Henderson did not feel that it would. G.Naris explained that the
Club would need to raise half of any sum required; at present funds stood at £1100
so there would be a shortfall. He was not in favour of increasing the sum applied for.
The discussion on this subject was closed by J.Henderson suggesting that C.Whaley
join the sub-committee that had previously been set up to explore the possibility of
various sources of funding. He also expressed his thanks to Mr. K. Johnstone,
architect, who had drawn up the plans for the proposed developments.

SECRETARY'S REPORT : M.Everett thanked Richard Tumbull, who had kindly
produced a summary of the season's results, and the
Club averages. He commented that the 1996 season had been the most successful
ever in terms of matches won, due to the acquisition of several players from Stirling
County and a realistic level of fixtures. The move into the Strathclyde League had been
successful, and the Club had also reached the quarter-finals of the Small Clubs' Cup
for the first time. On this subject, J.Henderson pointed out that the rules regarding
player availability for the cup competitions should be strictly adhered to. M.Everett
pointed out that there was a problem with keeping track of player eligibility unless the
players concemed pointed out their situation themselves.
The Secretary went on to refer to he use of the nets at Dollar Academy during the
winter. This had been successful, but there was a problem with the key, which had to
be collected from Kippen; this was difficult unless M.E. attended every week. Outdoor
nets at Meiklewood had not proved successful, and J.Henderson suggested practising
on the square. M.Everett supported the idea of an artificial pitch and a net cage on
wheels, as used at Helensburgh and other clubs.
Regarding the future election of Clubman and Player of the Year, the Secretary pointed
out that the decision was more difficult now that the Dinner was held before the AGM.
J.Henderson replied that the choice should be made by he committee in future.
On behalf of members, the Secretary thanked D.Fallow and S.Dolman for organising
a very successful Dinner, and it was agreed to hold the 1997 Dinner in September.
Discussion tumed to the use of Meiklewood by other teams; J.Henderson stated that
the GHK game would probably be layed at Williamfield in future, owing to the costs
incurred by himself under the present arrangement.

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS : The following were elected :
Chairman: Mr. W. Scott. (Proposed J.Henderson, seconded G.Naris).
Vice-Chairman : J.Henderson. (Proposed G.Gibson, seconded M.Everett).
Treasurer: C.Whaley. (Proposed J.Henderson, seconded M.Everett).
Secretary:  M.Everett. (Proposed G.Gibson, seconded J.Henderson).
Captain : M.Everett.

Vice-Captain : G.Naris.

It was agreed that G.Naris would captain the side in half of the fixtures, and would be
responsible for team organisation for these matches.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS : Subscriptions : It was agreed that he annual subscription
would remain at £25.00 for senior members.



It was suggested that Stirling County members who played on a regular basis for
Gargunnock should be aked to pay a £10.00 affiliation fee,(after playing 5 games).
This was to be raised by J.Henderson at the S.C. AGM.

Match-fees were to be increased to £2.50 for home matches. It was suggested that
there should be an additional levy for beer for the opposition.

Match-fees for away games were increased to £3.00. Drivers were to be exempt.

Wednesday Fixtures : It was agreed that Gargunnock would withdraw from the

Stiring Evening League due to difficulties experienced in
raising a team and to the unpleasant nature of some of the matches. Some friendlies,
(e,g. Dollar, Kippen, Doune) would be arranged instead. A Wednesday captain/
organiser was required.

Committee : In addition to the office-bearers, E.Eccles, W.Strange and D.Fallow were
elected to theCommittee .

Press Officers : G.Gibson and P.Sutherland agreed to serve as Press Officers and
to be responsible for placing match-reports in the Stirling Observer.

Tour: A weekend at the Riverdale Hall Hotel in Northumberland was discussed.
The Secretary was to explore costs, dates, etc.

Village Involvement. : D.Fallow commentedon the need to involve the village in the
Club. He suggested a Quik Cricket toumament for primary
school pupils.  J.Henderson suggested that due to the lack

of interest in Gargunnock itself, an amalgamation with Kippen might be desirable in the

future.






