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@ This was the number in 1779. No return is made for 1993.

t “ Nine years ago, fays Mr Mucgom. the population was about 100e
wd now muft be greater ; Earl Galloway’s village being already four times
luger than it formerly was” The population ia 1793 may therefore be

thaed &t 1300,

t Is 1785, thofe who were of the

Th-ucmwon,in

age of going to fchool were xace,
that year, may be fiated at : 500.
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" thing, is included. See p. 436.

4 The number of examinable perfons is 8co.

t By computation, from the regitter of baptifms and-burials.
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ERRATA.
Page 88. kine 10, for is, read are,
=  144. — 11, for full flop, mari comma.
—— 146. — 33, for their, read there.
—— 177. — 11, for regifter, read regifters.
—— 194. — 3, for reQoralis, read reQorales.
—— 320. — 9, for Highland, read Highlands.
——607. — 2, ¢rc. for while Langholm church-yard, and
the church-yards of Wauchope and Staplegordon are ftill ufed
by maoy families to bury, read, (after a full flop) With Lang-
bolm church-yard, are the church-yards of Wauchope and
Saplegordon, where many families fill bury.






M

THER

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT

§COTLAND.

PART XIL

NUMBER L
PARISH OF INVERBERVIE OR BERVIE,

{Ceunty or KiNCARDINE, StNoD of ANGUR ANB MEearws,
PRESBYTERY oF ForDouUN.)

By Mr Warvxr TroM of Berie.

f v

Name, Estent, Burgh of Bervie, &c.

HE name feems.to be taken from the rivulet of Ber-
vie; with the addition of the Gaelic word Iaver,
which, in its fignification, applies particularly to the fitua-
tion of the town of Inverbervie, but in common writing
and fpeaking is now in difufe. This parith was formerly
 part of that of Kinneff; but as there was no bridge on
Pervie water, the minifter of Kinneff agreed to keep &
Vor. X1IL A fuffragan
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fuffragan at Bervie, to accommodate the people in that
quarter of his parifh ; and the Lords for the Plantation
of Kirks, in the year 1618, disjoined Bervie from KinnefF,
' and increafed the ftipends of both incumbents.” - The  pywer
of prefentation is vefted i in the Crown. The extent of
this parifh is inconfiderable, being only about 2 miles long,
and 1} mile broad ; from E. to W. it rifesin a gradual af-
cent, and terminates at the top, of 3 high hill. On the caft
corner of the panfh the burglf of Bervie is ﬁmntedQ and
on the fouthmoft part, the vxllage of Gourdon ftands. The
burgh of Bervie confifts, of thiee fireets, which form near-
ly three fides of a fquare, and contains about 110 dwel- -
ling-houfes. The original plan of the town feems to have
been laid out in a very judicious manner, but it has not
been adhered to; for the houfes are fet down irregularly,
according to the fancy of the builders. Bervie is the on-
ly royal burgh in the cohnty of the Mearns, and its
charter was granted by David Il. in the year 1342.
When returning from England, he was forced, by firefs
of weather, to land at the water-mouth of Bervie; and it
is faid, that having met with great hofpitality and kind-
nefs from the inhabitants, he beftowed on the town a
royalty, as a mark of his particular favour: The place on
which he landed, to this day bears his name, and is called
Craig David. James VI. in the year 1595, renewed the
charter, and confirmed all the privileges and immunities
granted by King David *.
' . Fifberies,

# By this charter, the public property is diftin@tly marked out ; in-
deed it compiehends nearly the whole extent of the parith ; but the pro-
perty which now belongs to the town is confined to a picce of barren
moor, a few acres of haugh ground, and a range of braes. abouta mile in
extent, which afford a little grafs for the cows belonging to the inhabitants
of the town, in the fummer feafon. Bythxs charter, * full power is given
to
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Fifberies, Manufaliures, Markets, ¢ c.—Bervie feems at
fome period to have been a confiderable ﬁﬂnng ﬂatlon,
for lines, hooks, and fhells, have been dug up in differ-
ent parts of the town ; but beyond the memory of man,
there have been no profeflional filhermen, probably t.hcfy
have removed to.the villagc of Gourdon, which is a more
eligible fituation for carrying on that bufinefs. Bervie has
been long famous, or rather infamous, for an illicit and ille-
gal trade in teas, fpirits, tobacco, &c.; but the ruinous and
baneful trade of fmuggling is now much on the decline,
being confined to the runming ® of a few hundred ankers of
fpirits annually, and by.a fet of worthlefs defperadoes,
who do not belong to the town, but bring their goods to
Bervie beach, for the fake of conveniency, and an eafy
landihg. In the year 175c, a branch of a fail-cloth ma-
nufalure was eftablithed by a company of merchants of
Montrofe, and was long carried on with great fuccefs, but

about 12 years ago was entirely given up; however, the
. Weavers

to the free burgefles of the faid burgh, and their fucceflors, to make,
thoofe, conftitute, and create, a provoft, bailies, dean of guild, treafu-
ter, councillors, officens,” &c. &¢. Accordingly a provoft,”3 bailies,
dean of guild; treafurer, and g councillors, are annnally elected, but not
by the * free burgefles,” as exprefled by the charter, in dire¢t language,
but by themfelves : However, I believe felf-election is not confined to
Bervie alone, but is the univerfal praQice of the Scotch boronghs. The
tradefmen of this burgh have no regular corporations, of courfe they
have no office-bearers as in other towns, but they have a. finall fund efta.
blihed, By mutual confent, each member pays fo much on entry, and
quarterly. This money is generally applied in purchafing meal, which
they fell out to the members of their own fociety. Bervie is one of the
burghs in the Aberdeen diftri&, and accordingly votes for a reprefen.
tative in Parliament, by a delegate chofen by the town-council, and the
clection takes place in the burghs by rotation of Parliaments.

'8 Raaming, is a phrafe which the fmugglers in this part of the coun-
try ufe for Janding.
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weavers are ffill, and have long been in the praftice of
purchafing flax, which they fpin, weave, and bleach, each
for his own account : ‘Fhe quantity of cloth thus manufac-
tured is inconfiderable, but it finds a ready market in our
country-fairs, and generally fells at the rate of 1 d. Sterling:
a-yard, above the current price of cloth of the fame
quality, whitened at a regular bleachfield. The bleaching
of cloth was a confiderable trade five or fix years ago, and
is ftill continued, though not to half the extent. About
1§ years ago, a manufaSure of coloured threads was efta-
blithed in Bervie, and is ftill carried on. The threads are
fent to the London market, where they generally find a
ready fale. This manufalture employs, in all its parts,
about 5o people. Three years ago, 2 machine was ere&ted
on the haughs of Bervie, for fpinning linen-yarn: This
mactine was the firt of the kind in Scotland.  Although
exceedingly imperfect at firt, it is mow brought to a con-
fiderable degree of improvement; the yarn it fpins is of
a good quality, and fit for any fort of manufatare what-
ever. The proprietors of this machine have alfo the thread-
manufalure, mentiomed above, fo that all the yarn fpun
by the machide is made into threads.  Fhe boufe is mot
yet filled with machinery, but will contain from 6co to
900 fpindles, when full, and employ about 6o boys
snd girls, and 20 or 30 memr and wonren. Two: yeals ago
afail-cloth manufaiture was eftablithed, which employs 14
weavers, and 2 proportional number of other hands. A
lint-mill was built lat yesr on the havghs of Bervie,
which is likely to meet with encouragement. There are
alle two mills for cutting barley, ead they cut about 1300
bolls yearly, which is generally carried up the frith of
Forth. There is likewife a corn-mill, to which the te~
nants of thepnrilhm\thided. In lat December, a dif~

ullesy,

b 4
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tillery was ere@ed in the ncighbourhood of the town of
Bervie, on a fmall fcale. On the beach of Bervie, there
i a falmon-fithing, which yields the proprietors, Vifconnt
Asbuthoar apd Mr Barclay of Ury, L. 120 Sterling year-
ly rept.  The falmon are of sn excellent quality ; and
when plenty, are {old 3t a reafonable price, from 23d. to
4d. a-pound. Bervie water sbepnds with tronts and eels,
which are caught by the rod in the proper frafon. Io the
town of Bervig, there snc nine fhops, which retail 30 the
wwa and countyy aronnd, foft wase, grocery geods, &¢.
Thexe are five ale-houles, for retailing beer, fpirits, &e.
befides a tavern, which is intended principally for the ac-
comuanodation of tmvellers, and the genteeler fort of com-
pany in the zown and neighbonshoed. It is to be regret-
ted, that the confumption of fpirits is fo confiderable in
this place ; it moft have s great effe@® to corrupt and de-
bawch the morals asd manners of the people. A weekly
maxket wes cftablithed abont 58 months ago, which is s
great oouveniency to the inhabitants of the towa and
acighbeurhoed, 2s it sffords s regnlar fupply of butches-
meat, mesal, apd every thing elfe which the couotry pra-
duces. A weekly market was artempted shout 30 years
sge, but did not [ucceed, as the demand sad confumpt for
prowifions was not them fo confiderable as aow. The is-
creafed confumption of provifisns is not ewing to any in-
creafe of pepulation, but to the extravagance of the labout.
mg people, and the high wages they receive.—Two fairs
were held laft year on the town’s moor, and will be con-
timued annually ; the one in May, the other in September :
Thefe fairs will be an advantage as well as @ conveniency
to the inhabitants of the coaft-fide ; for it is in public mar-
kets that farmaers tranfadt the principal past of their bufi-

nefs,
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nefs, fuch s, the buying and felling of cattle, horfes, afid
gra.m, engagmg fervants, &c. .

* Stipend; School, Poor.—~The church was built in the year
1781. The flipend +is 4 chalders of vi&uil, 400 merks
of money, with L. 50 Scots for communion-elements. A
procefs is jult now depending for an augmentation. The
manfe is a decent houfe in the town of Bervie, and the
glebe about 4% acres—The falary of the fchoolmafter is
‘300 merks, and the perquifites of the feflion-clerkthip may
amount to L. 2, 10 3. or L.3. On the whole, his income will
not exceed L. 18 or L. 20 yearly.—The poor are about 12
in general; and all the affiftance they get is about L. 28 a-
year, divided among them, which arifes from the inte-
reft of fome money lent out, and the weekly colle&®ions at
the church-door.

* Village of Gourdon.~This village is fituated on the fouth
corner of the parith. It confifts of 42 habitable houfes,
befides ftables, barns, and granaries. There is a harbour,
but it is neither commodious nor fafe, being of difficult
entry, and much expofed to the violence of the S.
E. winds: However, there are eight floops, or f{mall
barks, in all about 300 tons burden, belonging to Gours
don. They are employed in carrying lime and coals to
it, and from thence they carry grain occafionally coaft-

wife. They give employment to 24 hands, including the
mafters :

'* A ploughman, capable of fowing, gets from L.8 to L.10 yearly,
and his vituals ; and a maid-fervant, from L. 5 to L. 6 ; a boy, from L, 2,
to L. 3; a day-labourer, xs. a.day; a mafon, 1s. Bd a-day; & joiner,
1s. 1d.; atuilor, 8d. and victuals.

4 This account of the ftipend was tranfmitted by the Rev. Mr Croll,
miuifter of the parith.
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mafters : It is only in fummer that fuch fma.ll‘ﬁeﬂ"‘els are
able to navigate the feas: In wmter, they are laid up, and
the'Gailors betake themfelves to fithing, at léaft the moft
induftrious of them do fo. There are annually unportedl ~
into the harbour of Gourdon about 3000 ‘bolls of hme—‘ .
thells ; from 700 to 800 bolls of Scots, and about 2000 bar-
reks of Englith coals, ,Which fupplly the country for'a few *
miles round. Tbere are about’ 4000 ] bolls of grain expott- )
ed yearly, and whlch are generally carried to the ports m
the frith of Forth, or Glafgow and Greenock, by the ca- '
nal About 30 years ago, 50 bolls of Scots coals were '
fufficient to fupply the demand at Gourdon: For many. :
years after that period, the inhabitants. were much in the
pratice of ufing peats or mofs as fuel, but the moffes are
now nearly exhaufted ; and the expence of labour has be-
come fo high, that peats are dearer, than coals; of courfe,
the demand for coals has very confiderably increafed with-
in thefe 10 or 12 years, for coals are the only fuel which
is now ufed in the town of Bervie, and neighbourhood;
but the partial and unjuft tax .on them prevents a greater
confumption ; it is expenfive to the manufa@urer, and op-
preffive to the poor; a tax, which by no means can yield
to Government a compenfation adequate to its extenfive
oppreflion and pernicious effets.  Before the year 1768,
no lime was imported to be ufed as a manure ; and for a
few years after that period, ubout 2.0 bolls were found
fufficient to fupply every demand. About 30 years ago,
there were 3 fithing-boats, of a large fize, befides fmaller
boats or yauls, which in all employed 35 fithermen ; but
now there are only 4 fmall yauls, and 12 men employed
in the fithing, and they earn but 2 fcanty pittance, being
old and decrepid men, they are unable to work at any o
ther bufinefs, and muit linger out a miferable exiftence,
with little hope of ever being better; for the fithing-bu-
finefs
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Gincfs feems 2o be much on the decline on this coat, owing '

to the great fearcity of fithes, particularly of the fpecies
called haddocks. Within thefe 10 or 13 years, the had-

docks have left this coaft almoft entirely. In the yemr

1482, a prodigious ftorm happened on this coaft, the wind
blowmg with uncommon violence, raifed the fea in fnch
mountainous billows, as to produce effe@s almoft like am
earthquake ; and fince that ftorm, the haddpcks have every
year become {carcer. The ground on which the haddocks
were found, was a continued bed of muffels, (the favourite
food of that ﬁﬂn), clufters of which the fithermen ufe to draw
up frequently with their lines; but fince that ftorm, the
bottom has been entirely covered with fand. The muf-
fels*being deftroyed in this manner, of courfe it behoved
the haddocks to remove to a more favourable ftation ; how-
ever, a few cod-fith are ftill caught, and they fell at a very
extravagant price, at leaft five or fix times the price they
were formerly fold for *. Of late years, a good many her-
rings have been taken in the proper feafon, both by the
fithermen of Gourdon, and the falmon-fithers of Bervie,
which they fell in the neighbourhood at the rate pf 3d. a-
dozen. Crabs and lobfters ,are alfo taken on the coaft,

and among the rocks.

Country part of the Parg/b.—There are about 780 acres
of arable land here, as much more wafte and uncultivated
moor, and a few acres of pafture. The low lands are s
fine loam of confiderable depth, and the high groundsa
mixture of clay and gravel. According to the beft cal-

culation,

# Dr Blagden afcribes the fcarcity of haddocks to the effects of elec-
tricity. If lightening had deftroyed the haddocks, it is wonderful how
it fhonld have fpared cod-fith, which have been fcxught in ;mtenb\a
dance fince the year 1788 than fermerly.
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colatinr, theze aee-aunaslly siploged in raifingtapmipe 49
acves; peafesand beans 30 fowp, ot actificiph. grafles 2995
potstoes kos: whaat 375 flax.55 bear and, barley,. 31%;
oas 157 Thereiaae 6. pringippl farms 5.the; Jargelt, of
which does’ dot exceed 144 acres of arable. Jand, ﬁn,d.”“
fmallel-not under 2§. Tlm-e gre alfo £2 other tacks 9F
‘fabtacks, the largeft.of which.is 30 acyes, mj thq fmallelt
only 5. Thers ane 15 plowghs,: 6 horfes; apd fanke pxen,
employed in:facming ; allo 16 plogghmen, abayt x2 maid,
fervants, 12 boys, asd 10 barn-w.en, be.ﬁdes the farmers,
or tenants themfelves, fome ¢ of whom manage of work
4 plough with their own hands. Within thefe 12 years,
very.confiderable i improvesnsRts have taken place, and al-
moft a total alteration in the appearance of the fields, and
quglity of the foil ; the farms . being made more compa&
by excambion, and the ficlds much 1mproved by lxmmg,
manuring, and firaighting. The good effedts of thele im.
provements are perfetly obvious, from the rife of land-
rent; for about a thicd pert of the parifh, (lying below the
high-road, and contignous to the-fea-coaft), is now let from
L.1, 208 %o L.2 the acre, whereas it formerly yielded
the proprietor no more than 1os. or 13s. Nor does it
appear, that the farmers are now lefs rich and wealthy
than formerly ; their mapner of hvxng evinces rather the
contrary. There are only 2 proprietors in the pmﬂl the
Vifcount Arbuthnot and Mr Barclay of Ury; the latter
of whom is a very fpirited and judicious farmer : He was
the firft who introduced a proper mode of hufbandry and
culture in this part of the country; he prefcribed and laid
down to his tenants certain runles for the management of
their farms, to which they are ‘obliged 4o:adbere by the
tenor of sheir tacks, py which means he' not only -inorea-
fed the walue..of his prepesty, but enabled the farmer to
Eve more confombly and. qd';. The fqrmem in general

Vor. XIIT. o M p3y

R
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pay patt of their rent in geadn, -which they are obliged to
drive to the diftance of ‘12 miiles,’ if neceflary.’ Vifcount
Arbuthnot’s' tenants aré bouhd’ to” furnifh- his Lordfhip s
day s fervice of their whole réapers annually, and alfo to
drive his coals and peats for family ufe. Sach kind of fer-
vice is called ‘bondage. During a florm, a- confiderable
quantity of fea-wart is thrown ‘a:fhore, which is cacried ioff
dnd laid on the lands, and is efi¢emed.an excellent mantire,
efpecially when the crop following' is bear-or'barley;—The
real rentof the parith may amount to about L. 700 Ster.
lmg, the valued rent is exa&ly L. 1815 1132 4 8com.

e -

Popnlamm —Accordmg to t'he return made t6- Dr Web-
fler, ‘the populatlon theh wils, 65 5. The parith at préfent
contains about 48 fouls's 'THe town of Bervie, 607+ Vil-
lage ‘of Goiirdog, 188 'l‘he conntry part of the pmm

190 *.
' /

Mm;aga and Birits for 40 Years MI- .
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. Extn&ottlmhddteﬁ'd % -Sir John Sul:hu. Apnl 26. 1793, by
‘ the Rev. Mr Croll.,  For a great many years before the prefent manu-
faltures were eftablithed bere, the number of éatechifable perﬂms thst
is, thofe at or above eight years, smounted to about 400. -Since the intro-
duion of the manafactures, thet is, in wbout 1§ yeard and § months, the
namber of catechifable perfons igzmore than $00 ;. snd I &ppo(e :he num-

ber of fouls to be about 1200 at leaft.”
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Mifcelloanayus, QbfervatiagireBy. 2 mapref the, copntyy,
% appears the pesilh containg, exaidly 1664 Seofy,acres, ar.
1339 Englith. . Tharg ence. as{mh ip: Bexvie. 3 .xgligious
efablihment, of the ordcufWhmme, hup nothing new
Temains, nor has traditionhended down any thingconeraing -
them bat the sgme. Oppofijesp thegown of Reryis, flands he
rock of Craig David, in the Moﬂkmneﬁ',,xn is.a cpnfgl .
coogs land-mack . for magigers, apd iy, feena uthe diffance |
of 1 leagues: I muntion, it bere, becaule it is generally,
knewn by the name of Bervie Brow. 5-Bervie water is the..
only river in the parith. - It rifeg in Glean;vxc, (abgut 3
miles from the fea), .and meanders in & , wariety, of heaub-
fulcurves. A view frgmn the bridge of Becvie. towarde the,
bonfe of Allasdice, about.a :mile :yp the river, affords an .
agrecable.and ploafant profaed,; but not remarkably piftu-.
refque. : By.the projeétion of the,rocks on-each: fide of Ber-
vie bay, whenan nﬁerly.(tarm fets in, the feaxollain monni
taincus billows, andpufmps 3 px&ur,e,tmly fublime. ;- The.
crathing of ; the waves on, the. thare is heard at the. d:ﬁnnee-
of, 10 or 13 miles. :[,'heqpx 18 whol:fome and falubrious,
perbaps more fo than in feveral of the inland parithes; but
when the wind blowslfrom the eaft, it is exceedingly fharp,
and is the caufe of many of the inhabitants being feized
with rheumatic complaints, which are every year becoming
more prevalent, and generally attack people in the {pring
or autumn. As a trait of the charalter of the people of
this parifh, they are by no means addiéted to litigation; are
too wife to give their money to lawyers, and neither plague
their heads with politics nor religion. There may be one or
two Diffenters in the parifh, but they are not natives. They
live tolerably contented with their fituation, no wife enga-
ging in the political fquabbles of the prefent day, perfedly
unacquainted with Thomas Paine or Edmund Burke. Tra-
dition bands down 3 fanciful sccount of the name of Guth-
rie
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riels Bivie. When King Duvid caine 8 td Bérvie, his
fetant’dehirelf i Titherwomarto gar & BB for the King's fnp-
“ per. Gt #wn, fays his Mijefty - B gt tbiii s the
“ vomatl " WL, réplics his Majety; ® Gat-Brvee; for ever
¢ Thilt 5y be.":-Fhie revehiie arifing from tive town's pro-
perty; &c. does notekceell B 35 yearly. Weté it double
or trigle the flim,; it fs to be dbiubtéd # it wekdd be wpplied
to any ufefdl purpofe, fo tirat the finallnefs of the reves
nue is not & matter of miuch’ regret. ~ The ' inffabiants of
Bervie have contraed with g man; to bring in vester to
the town' By pipes; the fum neceflary to defriy thie” ex-
penfe, it fo b raiféd by a tax of 1s. om each hewrvhl It
would be 6f great advantage to Bervie, and the neightiour-
hodd, ¥ a harbour ‘could be got 4t' the water inouth, bue.
the expehfe mift be o great barto'the fcheme, and the fea
runt fo high in ‘a Pores, that'a f841 Veflel éonld not evfily
take tWe Harbour. A Wed Beljge over: Bervie! water is to
be bilt foott ‘for . thut ptirpofe : his Mhjefty ks Seen phes-
fed'to give L. 1000, Seversl comrhftrees Have ‘been held
t6 ¢onfider thé propriety of etablithing tartipikes in this
Fou(‘hty.;.'.' H - s < .’
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TARISH by ' NTEGE, .

(Couwry AXD STNOD or ‘Ross, Pagswrizarer Tamw):

By the Reo. My ALzxawprs MacaDas:. - : |

Name, Estent, Strfiee, Soil, 8oc.

THE meamngdftlie wor&'Ng ot Neig,ns & wus Sor.
merly wntten. is uncertain. Some fuppofe that it is &
corruption of the word Nibc or Nook, and that this parifh
is fo called, becaufe it lies in a corner of the country ; but

there is no great grotnd for this fappofition, as there are.
few, if any inflances, of the G&eﬁcnﬁmofpheube-
ing corrapted’; efpecially ih thdfe’ parts where the Gaelic
continues 'tb Be thchvmghnguzgcofﬂte comntry: - The
more probable opinion s, that it is 4 Cleltic teriw, -eitprefs
five of the peninfular fituation-of thie' phake, it bedig ulmioft
farrsunded by wuter ; und'what, in'fome:méufurré, ¢oerobo~
ratés this opinior ¥s, that the parith o Nigg, invhe fsive of
Kincardine, is exsftly fimifar in firitstion to “this - parith
The parith of Nigg is above 5 milésTongy end in fomme plac
s between 3'anfl ' broad. Tt Tes from 8. W.ta Nc E;

On
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On the S. E. it is bounded by the Murray frith, on the S.
and S. W. by the bay and frith of Cromarty. IntheS. E.
fide of the parifh, thege is; a-hill, qommonly called the hill
of Nigg, which rifes at a place called Shandwicke, and ex-
tends about § miles along the fhore of the Murray frith,
terminating at'3 place called ,Dudkeath, peprly oppofite to
Cromarty. Some parts of this hill are now covered with
large plantations of firs in a thriving condition, other parts
ate-let out in grafs to paflure cattle. The facq of the hill,
hanging over the Murray frith, is, in fome places, covered
with grafs and heath, abounds with medicinal herbs, where,
fome timerago,.a ninber. of. goats wete kept, :whofe milk,
from that circumftance, was remarkable for its good quali-
ties in reftoring health. But a great part of the face of the
hill is rocky, and . acceffible only to the birds of the air.
The eagle, all the different kinds of hawks, build their
nefts in thefe rocks, fome of which are feveral hundred feet
in height. Inshem alfo great flocks of cormgrants and o-
ther fea-fowl take up their refidence, in their return from
Caithnefs and the Nagthern Ifies, whither in the
feafbn:they zepwir ta,hatch their, young... On. the dechvxly
of thig bid, .and expofed to the porth, lies a congderablc
pect of,the.arable. gyounds.of this parifh,. qu wpth are rec-
kened.of the beft ; quality, being = rich loam, with a clay
bogom,; ; AL hoth extremities. of the parx,ﬂ;, the foxl islight
sad. fmdy:, Ruring the winter {cafon; 2 greg%gprt of the
parith ls,\mt,,,opt‘aﬁomd by the raing, vhlﬁh‘_fallmg on thc‘
il pod ngighrough the earth ooze forth in 1:pnngs
_HiUman g pRstseves; rof the, arable gronnds, QW% fpring
thefe.dry upy and feed-time generally comm,gncps abqut the
zoth: of Marnb.- Io the o gndof the parith they hegin to
o baclgy. in, the beginning of, Anril, | inthe ofher end they:
begin naft Wl Bheys s middle of that month- ,Dnrmg thg

fpting months, : vegeration rather; low, awing, to_the
7 ﬂrength
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frength of the fail; afll its neethérly expofure ;: byt when
the influenc¢e of the fun becomesmore, powetful;; vegetation
s rapid, andthe larveft feldom fails to be early. .Ijgener
rally eommences about the 20th of Auguﬂ:, and-is ﬁmjhed
sbout the r10th ofO&obcr = R VR
Agﬂcultyrc, &c.——The nfual ctops rmfed in  this- ptnﬂl
are, harley, which is of the beft’ quality, oats, pealg, rye,

ad potatoes ; wheut .alle. has ;bebn--attempted, with fome .

fuccefs, but for want of inclofures, and becaufe. yvhgt s fewn
in the fpring does not fill and ripen to perfe&ion, fome who
bave attempted raifing wheat, have difcontinued it, finding
abarley crop slmoft .equally profitable, and far le{s Jeour-
ging to their fields. The "generality of farmers bemg poer,
and hzvmg no leafes, never venture to make improve-
ments in agriculture, or to deviate, from the mode praﬁ;xfed
by their forefathers.—There. is. 2. great nnmbet of, hqrfcs,
but, 3 few excepted, they are of a very mﬂmg and diminu-
tive kind. The farmers keep a great ftock of black. cattle,
which they employ in tilling their grounds; but it js fup-
pofed that .they fhall foon be obliged to adopt *a different
method ; becaufe great part of the Highlands, where their
attle were wont to be grazed in the fummer feafon, are
now converted into fheep-farms, the number of which is
fill inoreafing. Some time ago, there was a confiderable
number of theep in this parith, but at prefent there are very
few; the grounds on which they were paftured being laid
under plantations of fir, to the no fmall lofs of the farmers
in general, who are by this means deprived of many ad-
vantages which they derived from that ufeful animal, fuch
%, the beft of manure for their fields, clothing for their
houfeholds, and fome help annually to pay their rents.—The
valued rent of the parith is L. 4205, 11s. Scotch. The
teal rent, that of mills included, am(mnts to above 2000
3 bolls,
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boll, partly batley,pyrtly meal. Qo fgine firs; the rgmr
is paid in kind, and on (sme.othess the viftusl is copverted
ifito money, from 10s. 6d. to 13s. 4d.:the boll. The reng
of the land varies, acoording ‘to thé quality of the foil. The
lands of the beft quality are let at':2 boll.an 3scre. Aad
what i§ moft remarkable, the rent of a confiderable part of
thefe lands-has not been sagmented for 200. yeats back,
anid yet at prefent itisng higH as the land can poflibly heax.
There are g proprictors in ‘the fniﬂ: nomeof wlnn refide
mxtatprefent"‘ e e e
Popudation. —-Accordmg to Dr chﬁema ;repmt, tbe
number of fouls was then 126¢. ‘The populstien is mather
on the decreafe, owing to the -uniom of firms, atd feveral
places ‘Where cottages once fteod, being now inclefed and
planted. At prefent, the examinatian zolls of the parith
"'contain 933 fouls, in which ‘are inferted all who are § yeass
of age and upwards. From the average npmber. of binths,
thofe ander 6 years of age, fuppofing them 4% to live, can-
not amount to 200 moré. The principal part of the jnha-
bitants is employed in hufbandry. In this parifhthereare 4
black{miths, 8 wrights, 2 coopers, 4 millers, xajwepxgrs, 9
tallors, 12 fhoemakers, 1 flax-dreffer,” and . 3x filhermen.
This laft ctafs of men have, for 6 years paft, fubfiled them-
felves and families chiefly by raifing crops of «patatoss, the

% Pyice of Labeur~—~The Rated wages of day.labausers, are from 6 d.

to §4. a-dsy, The amount of the-wages of farm.fervants, cannot be eafily

- afcertyined ; &or thongh sheir fec is inconfiderable, yet they have a great

. dml of perquifites, which make the whole of what they recaire to a.

mount to from Iz to 14 bolls of viCtual annually. The-fervants.being

generally married, and having families, prefer receiving their Wages chief

- ly-in vitudl, A capital defect in the mode of farming praifed in this

< pedth is, that they employ too many fervants. Maid fervants receive of

wages from L.1,6s. to L, 1, tas, annually, All other tradefmen ase
paid by the piece of work which they execute.
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it o the couft hraving moflly left it. This circumftanos
s occufioned a confiderable advance inn the ptice of that
titeflary article of life; fo that what 10 years ago eouM
be purchafed for §d. will now coft 25. 6d. Thie averege
tumber of births is fomething above 20. The tumber of

denths cannot be afeertained with precifion; becaufe, of
thofe buried in this church-yard, the greater part is from
the other parithes in the vicinity. The number of marrias
ges is about 8 aanually. .

Exclefiaftion State, Stpend, Stbooh, Poor, Wr.Nigg id
one of the menfal churches that belongad to the bithoprick
of Rofs. Behind the church is ftill to be feen the foundatioh
of a large houfe above go feet in length, which gaes
under the famie of the Bithop’s Houfe, though not the
place of his conftant refidence; and the hill already met.-
tioned is, in old charters of the lands of the parith, ealled
the Bithop's Foreft. One of the vaults of the houle re-
mained entire in the year 1727.~The prefent church was
scw built in the yeat 1739, and underwent & thorough re-
pair about two years ago. There were of old different
chapels or places of worfhip; particularly one at Culifh,’
where there is a fmall inclofure that goes by the name of

" the Chapel-Park. Scarce a veftige of the building re-

mains. There was another at Shandwitke, the walls of
which ftood pretty entire till within thefe few years.«To
the admiffion of the late incambent there was a violent op-
pofitiont on the part of the common people, headed by fome
of the heritots, and Which terminated in a feceflion of almoft
the whole body of the people from the Eftablithed Church.
Nor could the minifter, though a man of fenfe, and greatly
uleful to the pevple by his medical fkill, ever procure a do-
cent anditory in the place. After refiding among them
sbove 30 yeats, the number of his hearers did not exceed
8o perfons ; and though thofe who at prefent attend wor-
Vor. XI1I. c . " fhip
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fhip in the;parith-church, greatly exceed that number, it is
to. be remacked, that they are chiefly compofed, not of the
original inhabitants of the parith, but of thole who have
removed hither from other parifhes ; nor can it be expe@ed
that the prefent generation will return inte the bofom of
the Eftablithed Church. The examination roll of the Efta-
blifhed Church contains only 260 perfons, while that of
the Segeflion contains 673.—The King is patron. The fti-
pend is 10 chalders barley, with the vicarage-teinds, which,
about 30 years ago, are faid to have amounted in value to
from L. 16 to L. 30 Sterling ; but at the admiffion of the
prefent incumbent, they amounted only to from L. 6 to
L. 3, and are flill inking in value, from the decreafe of
. theep in the parith; fo that it is likely they will foon
be inadequate to defray the expenfe of.colleting them.

There is a good manfe, with offices, which have been

lately repaired, and a glebe of rather more than four

acres of goed quality.—There is a parochial fchool, but no

{chool-houfe at prefernt ; the heritors, however, have ordered

one to be built. The falary is only L. 8: 6: 8; a paltry

confideration to induce any young man, who has been at

" the expenfe of a liberal education, to undertake an office of
all others the moft flavifh and fatiguing. The Society for

Propagating Chriftian Knowledge have been pleafed, of

late, to appoint a {cheol-miftrefs for this parifh, to infiru®

young girks in the different branches of education neceflary

for that fex, which, it is believed, will prove of fingular

benefit to the place; as heretofore it was impoflible for pa-

rents to get their children educated, but by fending them

to towns, which, by reafon of theif poverty, and the high

rate of board wages, very few of them only were able to

do.—Here, as in moft other parithes in the North, the

poor form a confiderable part, who.have no funds but what

arife from the weekly colle&ions in the church, and the in-

tereft of L. 20 Sterling, which was lately mortified for the

b benefit
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bcnéﬁt of the poor by 2 widow lady in this p}a(:e The”
nomber upon the poors roll is 28, who receive yearly the
icanty pittance of from 3s. to 10s. a piece, according to’
their refpeQtive neceflities. But in this parifh there are fe-’
veral other poor pcrfons, who beldng to the Secédmg ‘meet-
ing- -houfe here, and who receivé no public chamy, as the
weekly colle&tions of this fociety, ¢f which théy' ate 4 part,’

are appropriated to another ‘purpofc. " Ttie only refource,

therefore, on which they depend for fubﬁltence, 18 beggmg
from houft to houfe. )

Antiguities and Natural Curiofitics.—Near the place of
Shandwicke ftands a large obelilk. On the one fide of
which are cut the ﬁgures of dlﬁ'erent ahimals ; on the other
a crofs handfomely executed. The formner is fuppcfcd to

be a much older work than the latter; and’ the tradition

is, that the ftone was ere€ted \n memory of a ﬂnpwnck
fuffered oppoﬁte to that place, by the Danes, when they
were wont toinfeft the northern couft ; in which fhipwreck
three fons of the King of Denmari are faud to hiave periih-
ed, and to have been buried where the obelitk ftands.
Adjaining to it there is a piece of ground, which carries
the appearance of a burying-plice. The foundation of a
wall furrounding it remains, and marks of graves, both there
and at the chapel, are to be fuen, and in digging the ground
human bones and fkeletons have often been fo md. As to
the particudar time of the invalion and fhipwreck, nothing
15 handed down *.—There was another obelik in the

church-

® There sre two circumftances which ferve to contirm the tradition,
and the fa& to which it refers; one is, that the obelifk already mentioned
is commonly catled in Gaclic Cloch Churraig, i. ¢ the itone of the rock;
the other is, that the rock oppofite to Shandwicke, whers:the thipwreek
tappened, is, from that event, k.owl to feafating people by the name of
. The
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chureh-yard of Nigg, faid alfo to have been ere@ed there
by the Dages. Tle fculpture upon it is fiill entire, and is
much the {ame with that of the other monuments left by
that people, confifting of figures of animals, and of weapons
" ufed cither in war or hunting. It flood till gbout the year
1725, when it was thrown down by a remarkable ftorm of
wind, which at the {ame tim¢ threw down the belfry, and
broke the hel]l of the church. The Rev. Mr Cordiger,
who, in his progrefs through this coyntry had occafion to
view thefe obeliks, has favoured the public with fome ac-
count of them, and has likewife given plates of them in
his ufefyl and entertaining book.—~Where that range of
rvocks, which over hang the Murray frith, terminates, at a
place called Dunfkeath, on a fmall moat, fituated above the
fea, once ftood a fort, of which mention is made by Sir Da-
vid Dalrymple, in his Hiftory of Scotland, vol. I. p. 121.
built as far back as the year 1179, by William, furnamed
the Lion, King of Scotland. The ditch around the caflle,
and the entrancs to it, may ftill be obferved ; but nothing
of the wall, or of the ftones of which it was built, remains.
It wag built with a view to fupprefs diforders in the coun-
try, and to difperfe and deftroy robbers, and other perfons,
who came to plunder, as may be collected from its name,
Daafcath, or Dunfca, which is compounded of two Gaelic
words, Dun, a “ Fort or Cattle,” and Scatd, *“ Deftru&ion
“-or Difperfion.” The farm adjoining to it is ftill called
Cattle Craig.—In the place of Ankerville, a part of the

property

The King’s Sons. That rock lies not a half mile diftant from the fhore,
and there is a great depth of water on each fide of it. It ftretches 2 or 3
miles in almoft & Braight ling from E. to W. and is net to be feen ap high-
water ; and this, a few years ago, occalioned the lofs of a thip belenging
to the Orkney’s, bound far Cromarty, which in a fair evening, ftanding in
100 near the (hare, ftruck upea the rock apd went dowp dire@ly ; the
crew baving only time to fave themfclves by the hoat. The top of the
maft was feen for feveral weeks above water.
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popesty of Mir Cockburn Rela of Sheadwicke, ina baak
removed at mare than the ditancs of 2 mile from the fea,
wd rufed nany fees above ita levql, there is a firatum of
ofter faclls of cenfiderable extent, and abova a balf foot in
depth; they lie abant three feet below the furface of the
grond, and pnderneath them there is 2 firatum of fine fand,
like that an the fea-fbore. It is difficuls to accqumt for
their being there, without fuppoling the grovad to have:
becn fame time covered by the foa; and to coucsive that,
from the elevation of the ground, we mu fuppote the fea
w have afcended to a beight thar wowld maka it overflow
a grosx parz of the ground, nat ocaly of this, hut of the
asighbouring parifhes.~ln that extsnfive pices of ground,
salled the Sands of Nigg, and about & foat wnder the furs
face, there is @ firstum of different kinds of thells, of con-
fderable depth. many boat loads of which are spnually
dug up by the fithermen of a aeighbouring parifh, and made.
by them into lime of a fwperiar quality. It is fome time
before the pits from which they ars taken, fill up and be.
some falid, which readers thefe fapds dangeraus, and fome-
times fatal o paflungers, efpecially to firangers, fome of
whom falling inta thefe pits before the tide is thoroughly
gone, uehoppily lofe their lives—In that range of rocks
wrhich over-bang the Murray £rith, there 8 a number of
natoral caves, fome of which sre fo capacious that they
conld contain from four to fix hundred men a-picce. The
matrance to them s marrow, but within they widenta s
great extent, axe of sn amasing height, and of a depth
wifich no man would iaclise to examine, There are drops
of water conflantly dilkilling from the wpper part of thefe
‘ caves, which, gredually petrifying, make them ta appear

sbeve like an arch of the finet marble. In thefe, different

| binds teke wp their seidescs, sad mumbers of pigeons

/ batch theic young i ben.

)

Qifadvantages
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. .Difadvantages.—~One greatdifadvantage which the farmer
in this place labours under, is the high multure which he’
pays to the mills. If he fend eight bolls -of corn to the
mill, be muft leave one of ‘them for ‘mill-daes. ' But the"
principal difadvantage, and which above every other thing
retards all improvemént in agricalture, is the want of fuel,:
of which' no kind whatevet, young fir-trebs ¢xcepted, is to
be found within the parifh ; and thefe fif treés, or thinnings’
of the ‘woods, are’generally fold' at fuch °a 'rﬁtg, that it
would ‘bé much exfier’ for the people tt provide themfelves
in coald.’ The fuel ufed’ in' this parih confifts chiefly of
pe«t and turf, of whick they carry from the diftance of
five or fix miles; and in‘cutting and carrying which, the
fatners and ‘their fervants-are employed for the whole of
the fummer feafon, to the total negle&® of every thing that
might improve and benefit their farms. And what is ftill
more diftrefling, many of them are under the neceflity of
going through the fands to fetch home ‘their fuel, and muft
therefore ‘by night and by day watch the opportunity
when the tide is out, fo that it is no unufual thing to fee
thent fet out for the mofs at the time when' others go to
reft. The badnefs of the roads, and the great diftance
which they have to go, occafion them great expenfe ig
carts and harnefs ; and after all they have but moft uncone-
fortable fuel. If the feafon be wet, they generally lofe
their labour, being not able to carry their fuel out of the
mofs; and what they carry home is fo wet, that it will not
anfwer for fire. It was therefore with the higheft fatis-
fa&ion they learned, that it is intended to bring a bill into
Parliament, .to repeal the duties payable on coals carried
coaftwife to the North, as it will enable them to procure
fuel at a cheaper rate, and with far lefs drudgery, and at
the fame time will permit them to dire& their atvention.to
agriculture, which at prefent, from the above-mentioned

caufe, is too much negle@ed by them.
NUM-
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NUMBER II. >

PARISH or CARNBEE,

(CounTY AND StNoD oF FirE, PRESBYTERY OF ST .
ANDREW'S.)

By the Rev. Mr ALEXANDER BRoDIE.

' Name, Extent, Surface, Soil, c. ‘

THEY who are judges of the Gaelic, fay, That Carne
bee takes its name from two words, carn and bee, or
dray, which fignify, « Birch-hill.” This derivation fecms
the more probable, as there is immediately to the north
of the church, which ftands high, a pretty large incloiure,
which to this day goes by the name of the Birch-park,
though there is no one alive who remembers having teen a
fingle birch growing'in it. This parith is near 4 flatute-
miles in length, and about the fame in breadth. From the
church, all the way to the weft end of the parifh, there is
a ridge of rifing ground, which ftretches in a pretty ftraight
line, nearly through the middle of the parith. Upon this

rifing,
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sifing ground, there are feveral little hills, of a conical
form, of which the moft confpicuous are, Carnbee-Law,
Kellic-Law, Gellandthill, and Cunner-Law. Upon the
top of fome of thefe, particuturly Kellie-Law, is an im-
menfely large cairn of flones, of various kinds and fizes,
which evidently appear to have becn colleed with much
labour, and thrown tegether, probably for the purpofe of
perpetuating the remembrance of fome great event, or
with a view to kindle a fire upon the top of the cairn, to
warmn the coumtry at a time of public danger. On the
fouth fide of thefe high groands, =il the way down towards
the coaft, you have a great extent of fine rich fertile
ground, which commonly produces moft luxuriant crops of
allkinds. The foil here, has, in general, @ mixture of
clayin it; fome of the fields are of a loamy nature; others
eonfit of deep rich black earth; and almoft all of them
have a gentle flope towards the fouth and eaft. That part
of the parifh, which lies to the north of the rifing grounds
above mentioned, is much more adapted for pafture than
tillage, though there are fome of the lands, (thofe particu-
larly at Caffingray), where, in dry feafons, they raife as
2ich crops of beur und oats as in any past of the parifh.

Agriculture, $9c—Two farmers, (out of 32), pay -
bout L. 300 Sterling of yearly rent; the reft from L. 30
to L.120. Oan their farms, in whole, they employ about
248 work-horfes, many of them in value about L. 20. One
farmer lately refufed 100 guineas for 4 of his beft work-
horfes. Oxen are not muchufed here for the plough, though
the kinds they raife are large, and very fit for the purpofe.
‘When fold to the graziers at 4 year old, or fo, they gene-
rally fetch from L. 8 to L. 12. After the month of March
comes in, the farmers here commonly carry on &l their
: « labour
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Lbour with horfes, and feldom above 2 to a plough. The old
Scots plodglr is fill dfed’by fome, but ifl geheral thofe of
a more ‘modérn conftruftioni are preferred. They have
fown ‘for fome time paft, at anavetage, about 350 bolls of
wheat, 360 of barley, 300 of peafe and beans, and up
wards of Yro of ‘aats; very féw tares, aind norye. Upor
every farm, you fee afield of turnip, and even ‘thofe, whg
do not in ¢common ufe them for the purpofe of feeding
for the butcher, find great-advantage in giving d few. of
them every day during the winter and fpritrg.tal their younj
cattle, and milk.cows. Every farmer fows = confiderable
quantity of clover and rye-grafs; were it not for this and
his turnip crop, it would be impoffible for him to keep his
farm in good heart. There are no fheep bred in the parith
for the market j butin the beginning of this céntury, there
were fome thonfands. The few fed in it at prefent, during
the fpring, fummer, and harveft months, are all for the
ufe of private families, There are nearly two thirds of
the whole parifh inclofed and fubdivided; and thofe who
let their parks from year'to year to the graziers; generally
draw from L. 1, §s. to L2, 5s. the acre.” Confiderable
qmtitiei of flax-feed ate fown here, but it does not com.
monly yield a plentiful return, excepting in the north part
of the parith. Potatoes are raifed in great abuidance upoh
every farm; they feldom export any; at ah average, it id
fappofed every farmer raifes from 20 to 6o bols of this
moft ufeful root. Laft crop, however, owing to the wet-
nefs of the barveft, they had fearce a third of their ufual
increafe. When t‘hexr “horfes dre not at hard work, thcy
commonly give them one feed a-day of potatoes, which
it is thought has a fine effe® in keeping the belly openi
They were wont to boil the potatoes, but now generally give
thiem raw, and think they do fully as well in'that ftate. Somé

Vou. XIII. D of
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of the farmers, who have made the trial, find, that whex
given in mall quantities to their young cattle, in Febru-
ary and March, they have a fine effe@ in tharpening
their appetite for the dry firaw, and preparing- them for
being put out to grafs in the fprixig. The valued rent of
the parifh is L. 10,2032 Scots *

o .

Pap-hmn, &c.r--Aou:dmg te. Dt Webfter's report,
the population then was 1393. At prefent, the aumber
of fouls is 1041,

‘Males,

® Priceof Labase &c.—>Men forvants hired for the porpole of huf
bandry. genenully have from L.§ to L. 8 of wages, and their vituals,
‘befides what they call bounties, which commonly confit of as much
ground as will fuw twvo or three lippies of flax-feed, or as as many pecks of
potatces; arricles thefe which ufually tam out greutly to their accouat; as
after work hours, they are very induftriups in weeding and keeping the
ground clean. The farmers are in ufe of paying to their women-fervants,
hired by the year, only L. 32, 10s. but with their perquifites, or boun~
ties, they make about L. 3, which aré the common wages given them iit'
the famifies of gentlemen refiding in the purih. The demand for yurn
Prom Elie, Kirkcaldy, Dusdee, and other manufa@uring. places; is fo
#reat, that the women here who earn their bread by fpinming upon the
two-handed wheel, can, itis faid, with great eafe, make from 5d. to
9d. a-day. The price of labour of all kinds is increafed about ¥ with-
in thefe few years.. A thilling is now the common wage of a day-iebour~
er, during the fpring aud fammer-mouths. * In the time of harveft, theg
- pay to the mas.reaper the fame wages as sbove, and give him his viQuals
befides. A woman-teaper. gets 9d. or 13d. and her viQuals. A few
years ago, Sir Robert Anftruther, who had & large farm in the parith in
Tis own poffeflion, cut down almoft atl his oats and barley withthe feythe 5
but bis example has not as yet been much followed by the farmers in ge-
meral, though many of them employ tbe common feythe with great fuc-
cefs iu cutting down thofe fields of barley or cats, which have been in-
tentionally fown thin, to let the clover aad rye-grafs come up thick .
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Males, - - 502 Widows®, - - 43

Females, - - 539 Bacielors, who have

Of the above are mar- " houfes, -. - 18
Tied, - - 348 Wrights, . - [}

Who have of fons, 217 Smiths, - - 8

Daughters, - - 292 Weavers, - D { -

Men-fervaats, hired by Tailors, - - 9
the year, - - 82 Mafons, - - 3
Women-fervants, do. 5o Farmers, - - 32

Widowers, - - 1t

Therve are 21 heritors. The only soblemsn who has a
Ianded interet here, is the Earl of Kellie; a family, who,
for mear two centuries, have had their principal refidence
in this parith, and been unjverfally eftesrmed and refpeded
by all ranks. The caftle of Kellie, where bis Lordihip
refides, is a very large and firong building, with flately
spartments, which the prefent Easl has lately fitted up in
a moft clegant manner, and laid out the pleafure-ground
about the place with great talte. This parih, about
7q years ago, was much more populous than at prefent;
as at an average of the births between the years 1713 and
1725, there appear from the records to have been yearly
sbout 46 baptifms; and it is probable, there were a few
more, 88 the parents then were not under fuch neceffity of
having their children regiftered as they are now, in con-
fequence of the a&, laying a duty of 3d. upon each mar-
siage, baptifm, and barial, in every parifh, paupers ex-

cepted,

® Xt may be worth remarking here as & pretty uscommon cafe, that
there in ar prefemt refiding in the parith, a widow woman, wha in hes
married flate, about 20 years ago, brought forth three children ata
bisth.  All of whom are alive, and in good health,
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cepted. But from the avcrage of births, taken from the
year 1781 to 1793, there have been only 27 births yearly.
This decreafe of populauon is evidently to be afcribed to
tbe two following caufes. The ‘firft is, that at prefent, the
whole lands jn the parith, (excepung what fome of the
Qropnetors keep in their own hands), are let in tack to 32
farmers; whereas, inthe bcgmmngof this century, they were
4xvxded among at leaft § times that number The fecond.
canfe to be affigned, is, that fome years ago, there were
coals wrought to a pretty confiderable extent, at Over-
Carnbee, Balcormo, Caflingray, and in fome other lands
in this parith, wheresis now there is not any one coal-work
going on within .the bounds of the parifh ; the neceflary:
¢onfequence of which has been, that a great many of thofe
colliers, and other work-people in that line, who were wont
to tind conftant employment here, found themfelves under
the neceffity of going elfewhere for bufinefs, in the way to
which they had been accuftomed.

- Profpef¥ from Ktllie-Law, t9c.—The profpe&t from the
ehurch of Carnbee is uncommonly fine; it ftands high,
and is comfortably fheltered from the north by a clump of
fine old trees ; but when, in clear weather, you go wetft,
and afcend to the top of Kellie-Law, which is about 8ce
feet above the level of the fea, and near three ftatute-miles
from the coaft, you have then one of the moft delightful
views to be feen in almoft any part of Scotland, Imme-
diately below to the fouth, the eye is delighted with the
near view of a rich beautiful firetch of country, a great
part of which is enclofed and fubdivided, and in a high
fate of cultivation. The {fmall towns and royal boroughs
upon the coaft, though far from being in fo flourithing a
flate as before the Union, add greatly to the beauty angl
tichnefs of the profpeé ; fo does the range of towns on the

oppofite
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oppofite coaft from Edmbnrgh all the way eaft to St Abb’s
head, and the fnth of Forth, with the ﬂnppmg conﬁamly

going up or down, prefent a grand ob_]e& always varying.

It is remarkable in this hill, that the foil of it in geneml
is equally good and deep with the moft fertile grounds be-
low, and the afcent fo gradual from the wefl, that carria-
ges, thh fafety, may go to the top of it.

Birds of Pa]bge, €c.—The birds of paffage here are

dotterel, woodcock, fwallow, cuckoo, and lapwing. of
thefe laft, it is obferved, that they have of late returned
much earlier in the feafon than they were wont to do, pro-
bably owing to the uncommonly open winters we have had
for fome years paft. But all thefe birds of paflage, the gen-
tlemen and farmers too would heartily welcome to a long-
er vifit among them, could they only get free of the
crows, which are very deftrutive in the fpring to the
wheat, and every other kind of grain. At the fame time,
the deftrution they do in this way, very probably is in a
great meafure balanced by the very effe@ual affiftance they
give in deftroying the cob-worm: Of this there was a fatisfy-
ing proof lately in this parifh. A fervant of the Earl of Kel-
Le, who had juft finithed the fowing a rich field with oats,
was much vexed to fee it in a little covered all over with
crows ; in varjous ways did he endeavour to drive them
off, bat all in vain, till at laft he fhot fomc of them, when,
to his great aftonithment, upon opening up their ftomachs,
he found them quite full of cobworm, and not one grain
of oats.

Charch, Stipend, Schaodl, Poor, &é#c.—The church of Carn;
bee is a very old building of Gothic conftruétion, with pil-
brs, &c. It has undesgone many expenfive repairs within

’ 1 thefe
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thefe 4o years, and from the faulty ftate of fome parts of
it, the herijtors it is probable will find it more for their in-
tereft to build a new one, than to keep in good repair the
old fabric. The Earl of Kellie is patron. The manfe and
office-houfes were built about 6o years ago. It is a commo-
dious houfe, beautifully fituated, but will alfo foon need re-
pair. The minifter’s ftipend at prefent is, § bolls of wheat,
40 bolls 1 peck and 3 lippies of bear; 66 bolls 3 firlots
3 pecks and s lippies of meal; and L.243:16:1c Scots
money, of which L. 6o Scots for communion-slements, with
a glebe between 7 and 8 acres.~Thé parochial fchool-houfe
was built about §o years ago, and is in good repair. The
mafler’s falary is L. 6. He has befides L. 7, 10 5. yearly,
being the rent of a few acres of land, mortified by a pre-
deceffor of his for behoof of the fchoolmafter of Carnbee.
His fchool-fees are, 15. 6d. for teaching Englifh, 2 5. for
writing, and 2s. 6d. for Latin or arithmetic, the quarter ; his
income may be about L. 40.—From the lift kept of the paor,
it appears, dtan average, there are 8 yearly upon the public
funds of charity in the parifh. Some of thefe have ullow-
" ed them §s.and others only 2s. a-month. When induftri-
ous houfeholders come to be in want, as foon as the feflion
have proper information of the fame, they generally get
conveyed to them what will buy a firlot or two of meal,
a cart-load of coals, or help to pay the {urgeons hill for me-
dicines and attendance, when they have been long in bad
heaith. Poor however as they are, they feem very averfe
at firlt to take any affiftance from the public funds, in fo
much that inftances have occurred of their returning the
money, though not many months after they found them-
felves under the neceflity of applying for it. About 60 or
0o years ago, it was very common here for houfeholders in
rather poor circumftances, to apply to the kirk-feffion for
the loan of a fmall fum of money, for which they granted
bill.
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ull l-'tequndy it happened ovnng to s vanety of dif-
frent canfes, that thefe bills turned out good for nothmg
The kirk-feflion therefore, about 10  years ago, judged it
expedient, that inftead of lending out ahy fmall fums for
the futare ‘to parithioners in the above predicament, that
they would rather at once give them in charity, according
» the funds would admit, a part or perhaps the whole of
what they humbly propofed to ‘borrow. ‘This plan has had
avery good cffed, in fo far as it has prevented fome fyrom
borrowing of the kirk-feffion, what it is too probable they
never would have been able to repay, and what .was, per-
baps, too great a fum to have been allowed them out.of the
funds upon the head of charity, Befides it has prevented
the minifter and elders, from bemg under the difagreable
necefficy of profecuting any of their fellow parifhioners, for
the recovery of fmall fums due the fund, at the fame time
that they know now, with more certainty, what annual-
reats, &c. they have to deburfe. At prefent, befides the
Sunday colle@ions, {(which one day with another through
the year amount to about 3 s.), they have L.25 5 of a capital
at intereft. It may in fome refpets be confidered as a lofs
to the poor in the parilh, that there are only two of the he-
ritors who refide in it, the Earl of Kellie, and Sir Robert
Anftruther of Balcatkie. The lofs, however, is in a great
meafure made up by the charity of thofe refpe@table fami-
lies, who at prefent occupy the houfes of fome of the non-
refiding heritors, and by the kind attention of fome of the
non-refiding heritors themfelves, who in years of fcarcity
kave moft feafonably contributed to their fupport.

CharaBer of the Parg/bmur:, c~—~They are in general
a fober and induftrious people, religioufly difpofed, and
mind their own affairs. In the laff age, when fmuggling

was
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wag carried to a great length in this nexghbonrbood many
of the ‘farmers and othérs were, by various means, “idduded
to give affiftinice’ to the fmugglers, in carryidg dway and
difpofing of vaft quantitiés of foreign’ Tpirits;” which had Pl
very bad effe@ upon tlieir health and morals. Happnly, how-
ever, that illicit trade is'in a great meafure ‘abandoned,

and the farmers, with their fervants, now employ tbemfcives
to much bettet purpo‘fe fni unprovmg thelr 'hnds. "

Mifcellaneous Obﬁrvahori:.—'fhere aré 4 refpe&nble fa-
milies of the Epifcopal perfuafion ; alfo'6 families ' who at-
tend an Antiburghet meeting, and about 56 more who join
themfelves to the Kirk of Relief; but when they have no
fermon there,they commonly attend the Eﬁabhfhed Church;
and it is but juft to tcmark here, what muft give pleafure
to any one poﬂeffed of the benevolent fpirit of Chnfhamty,
that there is nothing of that blind furious zeal among thie fec-
taries in this age which too often difgraced the former. The
feftaries and thofe who attend the Effablithed, Church, live
together in Chrxfhan chanty. a.nd a& very dxﬂ'erent]y to
the Samaritans.—It would be much for “the advantage of
the pauﬁx in general, were more attention paid to the croﬁ.

roads, and a greater propornon of the ftatute-work allow-
ed for putting them in fome better repair. Were the pro.
pnetors, while enclofin gaod fubdividing their lands, to allot
more of their ground for planting, it would in‘a few years’
be'a conﬁderable advantage to themfelves' and the publxc,
2s there are large trad@s of ground in many parts of the pa-
rith which cannot be employed to better purpofe. Sll‘]g

bert Anftruther, and John Patulle Efg; commnﬂ'ary of St
Andrew s, have of late thown a very proper example i in

thu way, which i it is to ‘be hoped will foon be followed by
" " other
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sther proprietors. There are not many trees of great fize
in the parifh, but near the caftle of Kelli¢ are fome fine old
omes, particularly a beech, which is 16 feet in circumference,
and 30 feet high before it branches. There are fome ex-
cellent lime and free ftone quarries, and plenty of coal in
different grounds in the parith. There is one lint and three
<orn mills.

Vor. XIII. . NUM-
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NUMBER 1IV.

PARISH or INVERAVEN,

(CounTIES oF BaNFF aAND ELGIN ®, StvoD o Moray,
PRESBYTERY OoF ABERLOUR.)

By the Rev. Mr JAMES GRANT.

Name, Extent, Rivulets, tJc.

HE parith takes its name from the Gaelic word /a-

ver, * Entrance,” and Aves, the name of a fireamx
which has its fource in Lochaven, which lies among the
hills between Braemar and Strathfpey, and after running a~
bout 20 or 22 miles, fallsinto the river Spey, near the
houfe of Ballendalloch, and about an Englith mile above
the church, which is fcarce 150 yards from that river’s fide.
The parith is computed about 12 miles long, and its breadth
is in fome places 3, in other parts 2, and in one part only
one mile.—From the entrance of Aven into Spey, the pa-
rith extends fouthward on both fides of Aven, till it meets
with the parifh of Kirkmichael in Strathaven. About a
mile below, where the two parifhes meet, and about 3%

miles from the parith-church, the water of Livet empties it-
felf

$The greateft part is in Benff-thire. -
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felf into Awen, near the ruins of an old caftle, called Drum-
min. From the confluence of Aven and Livet, the panﬂl
extends S. E. up both fides of Livet about 7 miles nearly .

‘Populanon,

# All this part of the parifh is called Glenlivet. Abont a mile from

the confluence of Aven and Livet, Tervy, a rivulet, (which has its fource
in Belrinnas, & high mountain, intervening between the parifh of Aber.
lour, and a part of the parith of Inveraven), after runving thrugh the
Davoch of Morange, and a little way through the lower part of Glen-
livet, falls into- Livet. Morange lies eaftward from the lower part of
Glealivet, and between it and a part. of the hill of Belrinnas. From the
mouth of Tervy, up Livet about half a mile. lies Achbrake, where the
Proteftant meeting houfe is built, the itinerant minifter officiates and the
Proteftants in Glenlivet and Morange attend divine worthip. At the dif.
tance of half a mile eaftward from Achbrake, the burn or rivulet of Al.
tachoynachan -falls into Tervy; and about 1 3 mile, almoft up this bum,
and S. E. from its mouth, the battle of Altachoynachan in Ocober 1594
was fought, between Huntly and Argyle, in which the latter was de-
fated.  About 3 miles from the Proteftant meeting-houfe, and up Livet,
Cromby. a rivulet. falls into it on the fouth fide. Cromby rifes between
two hills on the fouth fide of the head, or higher part of Glenlivet, and
tfter ranning athort way, paffes by the Scala, (or Scalan, as it is comunon-
ly called), & Popith feminary or cellege, erected upwards of 8o years ago.
AsScala is the Latin word for a ladder, it perhaps got that name from a
fieep road, (called the ladder), leading from the head of Glenlivet, upa
fteep bill to Strathdon  Be that as it may, there are 8, 10, and fomerimes
32 children of Popith gentlemen taught at the Scala; and there alio (I
Lave been told) fome priefts were educated and put into orders. There
Mr George Hay. a Popith bifhop, at prefent relides, and there is a mafter
befides, who teaches the youth. From the Scala Cromby runs northward
for 1§ mile, to the foot of the Bochle, (a little hill), on the S. E. fide of
which is Bedavochle, where is a fchool houfe for one of the Society’s
fbools, and in which the itinerant minifter alfo preaches one Sabbath
every fix weeks. From the part where Gromby firft wathes the Bochle,
& runs porthward with a little windiog about 1. mile, till it meets with
Livet. From the entrance of Cromby euﬂwud. and up Livet mare than
3 quarter of a mile, is Caanakyle, where the Popifh prieft refides, and
whers. on the bank of Livet, ahout near 200 yards from the prieft’s houfe,
is lately bailt 3 new mafs-houfe, with ftone and lime, and flated. From the
®afs-houle to the Sowie, 3 finall farm not far from the . head of Livet, sre
leag 3 miles.

4
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Population, ¥c.—~The following is a ftate of marriages
snd baptifms, from the parith regifter, from 1781 to 1j90,
inclufive : :

Years. Marriages. Bal;otifms.
' 1781 22 a8
1782 8 - 19
1783 10 18
1784 . 4 7
1785 6 22
1786 8 13
1787 7 15
1788 7 1
1789 10 16
1790 3 7

85 1564

No regifter of burials is kept in the parifh, nor could it ba
eafily done ; becaufe, befides the church-yard, there are two
other burying-places, one upon the eaft fide of Livet, near 4
miles from the parith-church, nearthe walls of the old cha-
pel of Dounan; and another, almoft 5 miles higher up the

glen, on the weft fide of Cromby, and oppofite to the' Bo-
: ' chle.

® The Papifts were never forward to enter the baptifms of their chil-

dren into the parifh regifter. Their marriages, unlefs when the priett mar-

ried them clandeftinely were generally regiftered, becaufe their marriage
banns were regularly proclaimed in the church. But fince the repeal of
the penal ftatutes in England, they publith their marriage banns at their
mafs houfe, and not at the church ; and never infert either their marriages
ar baptifms in the parochial regifter; whereby the taxes, appointed by law,
are evaded, and the fchoolmatter, who is feflion.clerk and keeper of the
parochial regilter, lofes his dues, which are part of the emoluments of his
office. Some years ago, t wastold by fome Papifts, that their priefts for-
bade them to énter their childrens baptifins in the parifh regifter, becaufe
they kept a lift of the children they baptized. A.d it maft be acknow.
ledged, that maay of the puorer fort among the Proteftants often ®mit to
enter their childrens baptifims in the parifh regifter, on account of the tax,
sad. the dues of the clerk for inferting them.
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chle. It is called the Buitterlach, and was confecrated more
than 40 years ago, by two Popifth bithops, to be a burying-
place for the Catholics, but few are yet buried in it *.—Ac-
cording to Dr Webfler’s report, the number of fouls was then
2464.—About 28 years ago, when I took an exa& Lift of
all the people in the parith, both old and young, they a-
mounted to 2200 ; and, in 1779, when another exa& ac.
count of the people was taken, they only amounted to
2344 fogls. Of this number 850 are Roman Catholics.

Heritors, Stipend; School, Poor, ¥9c.—Sir James Grant
of Grant is patron of the parifth. The Duke of Gordon,
and General James Grant of Ballendalloch, are the only he-
ritors in it. Mrs Penuel Grant, of Kilmachlie, mother of
the late Major William Grant of Ballendalloch, and widow
of the late Captain Alexander Grant of Ballendalloch, who
was brother to the prefent General Grant, liferents a great
part of the lands of Kilmachlie, and the whole Davoch of

*Morange. The church feems to have been built upwards
of 200 years ago, as appears from an infcription upon a ftone
above the door of an ifle, (which at firft was joined to the
church, and intended for a burying-place to the then fami-
1y of Ballendalloch, but was many years ago disjoined from
the church, and is now in ruins), the date of which is

1586

® There was in old time alfo, a chapel and burying place on the caft
fide of Livet, about half a mile ahove the Proteftant meeting-oufe, called
Chapel Chrift, but very little remains of the chapel are to be feen, and the
burying ground, with what was depofited in it, has been wathed away by
a fmall rivalet, which runs between it and Nevie, and by the water of
Livet. There was alfo once a chapel, aad burying ground on the weft -
fide of Aven, in the cftateof Kilmachlie, almoft oppofite tv the mouth of
Livet ; and the farm-town, in the midft of whofe land it is, is from it call-
ed Chapeltown. There are evident marks of graves, with ftones fet up at
the beads of fomec of them; and hard by is an excellent fpring, which emits
3 large fiream of water .But none have been buried at this place for time
imwemorial.
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1586%. A new manfe was built in fammer 1773, but the
walls drew water, till they were rough plaftered (or, as it
is termed, harled) on the outfide. The offices were new
built in. 1769, and have fince been twice .thatched with
heath, but ftill let in rain water. The ftipend was modified
in 1769 to be 800 merks Scots, and 6o merks Scots for
communion-elements, with 48 bolls of meal, at 8 ftone
weight the boll.  The glebe confifts of 4 Scotch acrcs and
28 falls ; but of thefe there are only about 3 acres 2 roods
and 17 falls that are arable, There is befides grafs for two
fmall cows, but no grafs for ahorfe +.—There is a fchool-
houfe built within the church-yard, .and flated. The
fchoolmafter’s falary is only 12 balls of meal, at 9 fione
- weight the boll. There may be in winter time¢ hetween

30

® In 1911 the church got ftrong new deals (or, as they called it. fark-
fng) put upon the couples, but few new couples were put in. And as the
lowrer part of the inner half of the back wall, im one place had funk down
fro m the half above 1t, and the other half on the outfide in that place
feemed to bend inwards, and fome of the couples were rotten; the heritors,
in 1790, agreed with a2 mafon to repair and uphold the church for feven
years. 1le caufed uaderfoot (asthey term it) the inner part of the back
wall that had funk down, and took down the oatfide half of the fure wall,
half the length of the houfe, and rebuilt it He alio put ina few new
couples, ‘rough plaftered the walls on the outfide, and pointed the
fatee,

4 The prefbytery of Aberlour, therefore, in April 1991, decreed 3 roods and
36 fulls of arable land nearelt to the kirk and glebe, with 23 falisof grafs,
alfo bordering upon the glebe, as grafs fora horfe. This decreet of the pref-
bytery, Geneial Grant fufpended, and interdicted the minifter to poflefs
the ground. Againft the fufpenfion and interdict the minifter catered 3
proteft ; but as he is an old man, and faw the procefs would be expenfive,
he did not infift to difcafs the fufpenfion and interdict. He therefore com-
promifed the affair with General Grant, upon receiving a {mall piece of ara.
ble land, and fome pafture ground, (not fo near to the glebe as what the
pretbytery had appointed for him), a part of which was over- run with broom,
and = part of it was a quagmire and overfpread with alder. This he is to
poflefs during his incumbency, and to pay for it a rent of 10 5. Sterling an-

" nually. But General Grant has finve made a large road through it,
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12and 4o fcholars, but in the fummer feafon the number
anounts only to 13, and rarely to 30. In Glenlivet, there is
«e of the Society’s fchools, which is ambulatory between
Defkie and Badavochle, being ftationed fometimes at the one
place, and fometimes at the other. The former mafter of
tis Society fchool had L. 22 Sterling from the Society 3
aut the prefent has only L. 1’5 Sterling, which is really too
litle in Glenlivet. In the winter feafon he may have
‘ometimes 9o fcholars, but in the fummer time they often
donot exceed 20.—The inrolled poor in the parifh, are
33 Proteftants and 29 Papifts, in all 67 perfons. The Ro-
man Catholics, as they have their own colle®ions made in
the mafs-houfe, get no part of the colletions gathered
W in the church and meeting-houfe; but they get a
fbare of the intereft of the mortified money. About 15
years ago, there was L. 100 Sterling, which the kirk-feffion
lent out on intereft; and as neither of the two heritors
would accept of it, they were obliged to lend it to fuch per-
fous as they thought good and fufficieat, and would take it.
Accordingly, they lent about L. 61 Sterling to one landed
gentleman, and about L. 35 Sterling to another, who
were both thought good and {.fficient when they received
the momey ; but, in a few years afterward, both of them
became bankrupts ; whereby not only feveral years intereft
was loft, but alfo balf the principal. The colletions in both
church and meeting-houfe, amount annually only to about
L6 o L.y Sterling: Therefore, as the colle@ions a-
Dount to fo {mzll a fum, and no aflfefflment is laid upon the
Rrih for their fupport, the poor are often obliged to travel
td feck their maintenance.

Soid, dgriculture, Plantations, Sheep, i9¢.—The foil is not
l of the fame kind. * In the fower pat of the parifh, the
bud is, in fome places, light and dry, and naturally produ-

L ces
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ces broom ; in other places it is deeper and wet, and in
fome places mofly. In the higher part of the parith, as in
Morange, (a great part of which lies npon limeftone,) it is
clayey and wet, and in fome places mofly; but when the
feafon is neither over dry, nor over rainy, it produces excel-
lent crops. In Glenlivet, the lower part of it is loamy, or
mixed with cluy ; in the higher parts of it, the land is in
fome placesmixed with clay, and in fome places mofly ; but
when the feafon is moderate, it yields excellent crops. There
is in the head of Glenlivet, an excellent marl-pit, and the
farm of Tomalinan, befide whofe land the marl-pit is, lies
moftly on a rock of limeftone. Some who have large farms,
when a part of them is fown with barley, they fow the fame
alfo with grafs-feeds, which yield good crops of grafs. Oats,
barley, and peafe, and, in fome dry\ land, rye, are the grain
generally fown. No wheat is fown, except in the mains or
manor of Ballendalloch, and there, for the moft part, it
thrives well, becaufe fallowed and well manured. The
rent of the whole parifh was ftated before the Court of
Teinds in 1768, to be L. 13,771 : 12 : 1 Scots; but fince
that time has confiderably increafed.—The parith, except
where it is wathed by the river Spey, is furrounded with
hills, which are covered with heath, unlefs in fome very
wet places, where fome rough grafs grows alfo. The fides

of Spey, Aven, and Livet, abound, in many places, with

birch and alder. There grow alfo oaks on the banks of

Spey and Aven, in fome parts belonging to General

Grant’s eftate. The General has alfo fome plantations of

firs, which are thriving well, and beautify the country. As

the land of moft farms, (except where it is clayey and wet,)

hath many fmall ftones in it; the old Scotch plough is made

ufe of ; but at Ballendalloch, and two or three more places,

the Englifh plough is ufed. Many have their ploughs

) drawn
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drawa by oxen, few by horfes only; but the poorer fort
yoke fome cattie, and pyt two horfes before. them.

Meal is fold juft noaw here at between 15 s. and 16 s. Ster-
ling the boll, of g flone weight; oats and fodder at L.x
sod a guinea the boll of viftual, 4. ¢. as-mauch oats is given
for the boll, as, by the eftimation of two judicious honeft
men, witl make g ftone weight of meal; barley, with fod-
der, is fold a little higher, efpecially, if weighty and good,
and fit for malt and for the flill.—It is faid, there may be
about 2500 fheep in the parith ; fome of them are of the
Linton breed, (bought when lambs,) with black faces and
feet. Some are of the old Scotch breed, altogether white:
The Linton breed are the largeft and biggeft, and their
wool rougheft. The others are lefs than the Linton kind,
and their wool fofter and finer, It is faid, that theep hou-
fed or cotted in the winter feafon, have finer and fofter wool
than thofe that are allowed to run in fields, and are kept
there all winter. The beft wool is fold fometimes at L. x
Sterling the flone weight. Laft fummer the foft wool fold
at 1 s. Sterking the pound, of 24 ounces. Every the leaft
farmer, if near zhe hills, keeps fheep, but none have farms
for that purpofe alone, and fome of the richeft farmers keep
no theep, becaufe not lying near the hills.

Bridges and Roads.—In fummer 1992, General Grant
caufed build a good flone bridge of three arches over Aven,
about half a mile above the houfe of Ballendalioch, and a
good read was made to and from it, which will be of great
fervice and benefit to thofe who travel from the low coun-
try to Strathfpey and Badenoch. There is alfo a flone
bridge of two {mall arches built over Livet, about two fur-
longs below thre mouth of Tervy. It is faid to have been
boilt many years ago at the expenfe of fome of the Dukes
of Gordon, or Marquifies of Huatly. About 16 yesrs a-

Vor. XIIL F go
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go, General Grant, to render the intercourfe between ko~
veraven and his eftate of Morange more eafy and expedi-
tious, at his own expenfc caufed a large road for carriages
and carts, to be made from Inveraven to Morange and
Glenlivet, over the hill of Carnocay, (« nidge of hill
extending from Belrinnas, fouth-weft to A.ven, as far as his
right extended ;) and when the road reached to the Duke of
Gordon's property, it was carried on by the flature-work of
the country. Acrofs this road runs the rivulet or burn of
Tommore in Inveraven, (which has its rife 1n the north-
welt fide of Belrinnas ;) he, therefore, that it might be no
hindrance, at his own expenfe alfo, put a ftone bridge of
two arches, 8 or 12 feet wide, over it; but, in a few years
sfterward, (in 1782), the burn, when greatly {welled by
an impetuous torrent from the hills, undermined the foun-
dation, and carried" it away, together with the meal-mill
and all its implements, (wh:ch was a quarter of a mile be-
low it on the fame burn), into Aven. This was a great lofs
to the parith and travelers, as the burn, when it is big,
cannot be paffed but by a bridge The Duke of Gordon alfo
caufed a road for carriages to be made from Glenrinnas,
up through Glenlivet, to Tomantoul in Strathaven.

Fi/b.—There come plenty of falmon up Spey ; but they
are taken here only by the angling rod and line. There
are alfo very good trouts in this river. The falmon is fold
in the firft of the year, at 4 d.the pound ; in June, itis fold at
2% d. and 2 d. the pound ; and in July laft fummer it was
fold for 14 d. the pound. Afew fmall falmon go up Aven,
and there are large good trouts taken init. There are
trouts alfo in Livet, Tervey, and Cromby.

Antiguities—There were upon an eminence on the eaft

fide of Aven, and afhort way up from the houfe of Ballen-
. dallochs



of Inecraven. 43

dalloch, a few long ftones inclofing a fmall piece of ground,
which was faid to be a Druidical temple. The moft of the
flones have been taken away, except vne very broad,
thick and long ftone, which flands ftill there: And oppo-
fite to this, on the weft fide of Aven, upon a rifing ground
amidft the corn-land of Bellaviller, is fuch another place,
where feveral long, broad flomes, encompafs about 72
fquare yards of ground; fome of the long ftones are bro-
ken, but feveral of them flill ftand whole. Such another
ternple there is in the lower end of Glenlivet, on. the eaft
fide of Aven, upon a hillock, or fmall rifing ground, a lit-
tle below the mouth of Livet, called the Doun of Dilmore.
I never heard that oaks grew around thofe places; but
there are oaks growing between the water of Aven and
the temple, near Ballendalloch ; and there grow oaks on
the weft fide of Aven, oppofite to that at Delmore, but
mone grow near to that at Bellaville.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—There are only two houfes
where the ferry-boats on Spey and Aven are kept, that
fometimes keep a dram of whitky to accommodate paffen-
gers who may lodge with them, but feldom have ale.
There are alfo two Rills for aquavite, or whitky, in the pa-
gith. This {pirit is no doubt hurtful to the conftitution, and
slfo to the morals of the people.—I know only four houfes
or cottages which have been pulled down and left uninba-
bitable within the laft ten years, and four that have been
pnew built in that fpace of time.—The fuel here ufed is
peats, of which there is no fcarcity in a dry year, becaufe
in every corner of the parifh there is plenty of mofs, or of
that black, foft, ocozy ground from which peats are digged ;
but the peats are not in all parts equally good. Some are
of a0 excellent quality, hard, when. dried, make ftrong fire,

aad
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and are not foori wafted. Others are, when dry, light and
fpungy; and though they foon take fire and get into a blaze;
they are foon confamed into athes. The climate in Glenki-
vet is colder than in Inveraven ; for in Glenlivet there will -
be a pretty deep fnow; when there will not be much in In-
veraven; and fornetimes the people of Inveraven will
plough, fow, and harrow, when they cannot do fo in Glen.
livet. The teafon of this is, becaufe Glenlivet 'is higher
and furrounded with hills more than Inveraven is. :

N U M.
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NUMBER V.

PARISH or DALRY,

{CountY oF KIRKCUDBRIGHT, SYNOD of GALLOWAY,
PRESBYTERY o KIRKCUDBRIGHT).

By the Rev Mr ALEXANDER M‘Gowan.

Narme, Extent, ¢J¢c.

ALRY, which probably fignifies # Royal Dale,” feems
D to derive its name from a beautiful piece of level
ground, frequently overflowed by the Ken, called the Holm
of Dalry, The charch ftands almoft in the centre of the
four parithes of Glenkens, which, according to tradition,
were anciently but one, of which the church ftood almoft
on the fame fpot where that of Dalry now ftands. Itis
not eafy to afcertain when Kells and Balmailille were de-
tached and became feparate parifhes; but it is well efta~
blithed by authentic documents, that Carsfairn, fo lately as
about the year 1649, was conftituted of a part of Dalry
and a part of Kells ; and thefe parts of Carsfairn ftill pay’
fipend to the mijnifters of Dalry and Kells refpeively, as

well
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well as to their own. The greateft length of Dalry from
N.to S. is about 15, and its greateft breadth trom E. to
‘W. about 10 miles.

Sotl, Agriculture, &c.—The rental of the parith about
nine years ago was upwards of L.32co Sterling a-year;
and by this time {fome farms have been let"at more than
twice the rent of that period. The foil of feveral farms
towards the fouth end is abundantly capible of cultivation.
Not onlythe Holm of Dalry and of Grennag, but even the
hard land of Bogie, and many other farms, when manured
and well cultivated, yicld excellent crops of oats, rye, and
barley. Such farms as are unfit for cultivation, which
clafs includes about nine-tenths of the parifh, are in general
excellent pafture. The greater part of the hills above the
Black Water are green ; the reft are moftly heathy. The
Earl of Galloway, who is the principal heritor of this parifh,
in order to raife the rent of his lands around the village
called St John's Clauchan, has, during that period, offered
feus of ground for houfes and gardens, on reafonable terms,
to fuch perfons as would build there; and the plan has
fucceeded fo well, that the village is already four times as
large as it formerly was ®.

Thofe

\ ®The fenarsalready pay his Lordthip for the lands which they poffefs, not
only a greater rent than the former tenants paid, but even than others in
the neighbourbood pay for lands of the fame quality. And as the demand
for lands generally increafes with the nu'nber of feuar-, it is probable that
on a new leafe, the fevars will rather give a little more rent for their pof-
feffions than be deprived of them. We may add, that the manare and cul.
ture befiowed upon thefe lands by fo many perfons, every one of whom
could cultivate and manure more than he poflefles, evidently tends to en-
rich and meliorate the foil. Thefe fafts fufficiently fhow how much it is
the intereft of the proprietors of improveable lands, to encourage fening,
and the divifion of large arable farms into fmall: but befides promoting
their own advantage, they may by this method do an important fervice to
,their country. By this method, not only a generous man,but even a mi-

-
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Thote fpots of land -which we call crofts are generally
allowed to be at leaft twice as valuable as the fame fpots

in their original ftate. Some, indeed, have alleged, that -

lands, which are naturally very rich pafture, or have been
made fo by improvements, are damaged by tillage. How-
ever this be, with refpe& to lands which are naturally poor
and fcanty of foil, it is, if not felf-evident, at leaft an un-
doubted fa&, well known to every hufbandman of expe-

rience, that the more they are cultivated and manured, the’

fitter they muft be for pafture, when prepared for and ap-
plied to that purpofe. Of this faét any one may have ocu-
lar demonftration in the farm of Grennan, which has been
long almoft entirely ufed for pafturage. The greater part of
it is hard land, yet fome of it the beft pafture of any in the
parith. The hard land in this farm is of two kinds, com-
monly diftinguifhed by the names of outfield and infield.
The former is that which has been generally applied to
pafturage, feldom tilled, and fcantily manured, which,
therefore flill continues to be the pooreft part of the farm,
The latter is that which, lying neareft the farm-houfes, has
been frequcntly tilled and plcntlfully manured, which,
therefore, is now the fineft pafture in the farm, except in
dry fummers, when the holming land, from the depth as
well as from the moiftnefs of the foil, is greatly preferable.
What has been faid, feers fufficient to convince proprietors
of arable lands which are not exceedingly rich, that they
are not damaged, but improved by tillage and manure.
8 ' But

fer. may without expenfe, nay, with clear profit, afford lodging and fub-
filtence to many an honeft and induftrious family: for if & farm let to one
man, yieids the proprietor only L. 100 a-year, but would yield him L. 1 50,
ifletto ten, is it not manifeft that he would gain L. 50 & year, by letting
it 0 10 inftead of ane ? By this method he would be a gainer, not only ia
refpe@ of the additional rent, but alfo of the fuperior melioration of the
lands when poffefled by many, to thit which would be expected, if they
were pofiefied by enc.

-



48 _ Statiflical Account

Bnt how fhall we convince the farmer, that it is his int
reft, as well as the proprietor’s, to manure and cultivate th
pooreft of the arable land in his farm, even in preference t
the richeft? If be poffefles an extenfive farm, we migt
find it almoft impoffible to remove all his objeltions : bt
if he pofiefles only 2 fmall farm, and bas a leafe of it for
confiderable number of years, the bufinefs will not be difli
cult. His neceflities will oblige him, at leat if he be
man of any experience, to abferve the very method whici
we would propofe. If thereare any of his lands in fo goo
a condition for pafture, that he conld fcarce expeé to mak:
them better, and at the fame time needs them for that pur
" pofe, he will not rafhly break them up to the detriment o
his cattle : but if there are any of his land which he fee
to be of little value for pafture, yet capable of cultivation
will he not natarally confider, that here, without any con:
fiderable lofs of pafture, he may, by manure and culture
raife corn for the fubfiftence of his family? Though, on 2
fuperficial view, it may appear paradoxical, experienct
will foon convince him, that by manure and caltare the
pooreft lands may be rendered the fitteft for corn: for
where the {oil is very rich, the crop may make 2 fine fhow
till it begin to fhoot, or put forth the ears; but then the
flighteft rain lays it down to the ground, where it lies till
it rots, or, at beft, it produces ears, partly empty, and
partly not half filled: whereas the pooreft lands, if they
are dry, and have a moderate depth of foil, though ploughed
deep, and plentifully manured, will produce crops not apt
to be too luxuriant, and to be laid down by rain, but hardy,
and with ears plump and full. The greater part of the
arable lands in this parith are naturally fo poor, that with-
out .manure they do not yield a crop of any value; but
when properly manured and cultivated, they produce corn,
if not in as great abundance, yet of a fuperior quality to

thac
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that which is raifed in the lower parts of Galloway, where
one may have ata moderate rate plenty of lime, of marl,
or of fhells.

Thefe manures, at this diftance, are fo expenfive, that
fow farmers here think of procuring them ; yet, of the two
former, fome have made trial with confiderable advantage.
Mr Newall, of Barfkeoch, was probably the firft in this
parith who improved any confiderable extent of land with
lime, the effe@s of which are ftill remarkable aftera period
‘of near 20 years. The minifter of this parith, who was
fettled in 1783, having but a fmall glebe, and, excepting
a few fpots, of the pooreft quality imaginable, as was ma-
pifeft from that {mall kind of broom which over-runs thin
tilly land ; nay, befides in many parts fo full of rocks,
. that moft people would have thought it impoffible to ren-
der thefe parts arable; yet, with great induftry and ex-
penfe, not only quarried out and removed moft of thefe
rocks, but with picks and levers deepened the moft thallow
and ully parts of it, fo as to rénder them arable: and as,
after all this labour and expenfe, fuch dand would have
produced nothing withour manure, he brought lime from
Tongland, which is 30 miles diftant, and even from Kirk-
cudbright, which is two miles farther; and having made °
a compofition of the lime with earth and dung, overlaid
the greateft part of the glebe, and has thus, for feveral
years paft, though on {o unpromifing a foil, raifed as good
crops as any perhaps in Galloway. Many perfons, who
were acquainted with fome of the fpots which were for.
merly bare rocks, were amazed to fee them produce fuch

crops, and could fcarce believe their own eyes, though in
reality there was no miracle in the cafe : for when the rocks
were quarried out to a proper depth, and plenty of earth put
in their place, with adreffing of the compoft mentioned, it
would rather have been” a miracle, if fuch parts had not
Vor. XIIIL. . G yielded
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Yielded as good 2 crop as the reft. On one little field b
made an experiment of the different effe@s of lime, max),
and dung in producing a crop of oats. The part which
was limed produced a crop, which, even in a wet fammer,
flood firm till it wes ripe, ec at leaft only leaned with the
weight of the ears, which were indeed very plump. The
part which was dunged was in every refpe& fimilar: but
the part which was marled produced a crop which, though
not taller than the others, yet was foon laid clofe to the
ground by the rain ; the confequence of which was, that
fome of the ears were no better than chaff, and the beft
were far inferior to thofe of the other two. He is not fo
rath as from this fingle experiment to deduce any conclu.
fion to the prejudice. of marl; yet, as he found thae
though it might be brought in boats up the Dee, and then
oppofite to Newgalloway, the neareft poft-town, which is
not above three miles diftant, this land-carriage, added to
the water-carriage from Carlingwork Loch, which is about
12 miles from Newgallowny, rendered it more expenfive
than lime, he therefore prefers the laster to the former:
Nay, though lime at this diftance cofts him 2. x d. and
mere frequently as 32d. the bufhel, containing three
Wincheflers, he thinks it the cheape(t of all manures for
land at any confiderable diftance from the dunghill, as fix
fingle cart-loads, each containing five buihels, are fufficient
for an acre of thin hard land, to make it yield a good crop
of oats ; a quantity which is fix times as foon carried the
fame diftance, and fcattered on the land, as the quantity of
dung or marl which would be fufficient for the fame ex-
tent. The tenant of Bogue, which is one of the beft arable
farms in the parifh, and the fitteft for lime, has lately be-
gun to bring lime from Clofeburn or Barjarg, which to
bim is nearer than Tongland. The good effe@s of it are
already fo evident, that others are following his example.

' Though
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“Though we are firongly difpofed to recommend to farmees
here the ufe of lime, and are convinced, that if they have
2 long leafe they muft be gainers by it, yet we muit can-
didly own, confidering the expenfe of it at this diftance,
that farmers who are near the places where plenty of it
may be obtained, partly from the certainty of not being
difappointed ss to the quantity which they want, and partly
from the carriage being eafily accomplithed at very little
expenfe, may be greater gainers by the ufe of lime,.though
they pay for their lands the acre double the rent which is
. paid by the farmers here ; nay, perhaps the former, with
the advantages they poffefs, could pay a higher rent for
their lands, and yet be greater gainers than the latter,
though they had their lands rent-free. Henee it is evi-
dent, that the proprietors of lands here ought not to exa&
for them foch a high rent as is paid for thofe which are

more sdvantageoufly fituated, and that if they withed to
have a great reat for their lands, they fhould, in the firft
place, encourage their tenaats to render them really valu-
sble, by eariching them with lafting manure, If a tenant
undertakes to lime any confidersble extent of land,. the
proprietor furely ought, on this account, either to give him

his farm at 2 lower rent, and for a longer period than

otherwife he would have done, or to allow him a proper
recompence for every real improvement. But let no pu-

blic fpirited farmer here, who has a leafe of fuch length as

to indemnify him, conclude from what has been faid, that

he ought not to lime his lands, becaufe his. profit by the

operation cannot be near fo great as that of the farmer,
who is at far lefs diftance from lime or other lafting manure,

or becanfe his landlord is not difpofed to give him the full
secompence of his expenfes. Though he has little profit
st all, let him do fomething for the benefit of his country,

and of pofterity. Whoever makes s fingle acre of land

fertile,
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fertile, that without improvement would have remained
barten, or even makes an acre of good land.confiderably
better, is more entitled to the efteem of mankind than all
the train of conquerors, ¢ From Macedounia’s madman to
¢ the Swede,'—As the diftance here from.the moft valu-
gble manures is fo great, it were much to be wifhed that
~ the farmers, though fome of them do a great deal, yet
would ftill do 2 little more with fuch as they have in their
power. By paring and burning the furface of mofly and
benty ground, as is the cuftom in many parts of Scotland,
great quantities of athes might be. produced, which, for the
time they laft, are as good .a manure as lime. By gather-
ing into heaps, while full of fap, thiftles, fern, ragweed, all
forts of green vegetables, and covering them with earth till
they rot, an excellent manure may with a little induftry
be procured. The dung and urine of animals, which are
manures that fuit every foil, and -are, for the time they laft,
as effe@ual as any, might be preferved more entirely than
they generally are, and mixed with other ingredients to
make them cover a greater extent of land. The channel
:of the cow-houfe or byre might, efpecially in fummer, if
the cows lie within, be covered with thin turf, -or furface
earth, together with chaff, -traw, or litter of eny kind, by
which means the ftale of the cattle, and the fap of their
dang, might be very completely preferved, As the fap of

. a dunghill is the moft valuable part of it, and yet is in the
greate(t danger of being at leaft partly loft through inatten-
tion, it may be preferved by the following methad:—
Make the feat of your dunghill either in a place naturally
hollow and dry, whence the fap may have no defcent, or
in a fpot naturally dry, and artificially dug to a confider-
able depth, or banked all round with earth to a confider-
able thicknefs; cover the bottom two or three feet deep
“with the fineft furface earth you can conveniently find ; on

. this
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this lay dung and fine carth alterngtely ; fmooth the furface
ofthe dunghill ; cover it entirely with.a little earth ta pre-
vent the fap being exhaled by the air, and keep it always
peetty broad above, that it may receive and retain as much
.of the rain as may keep it from bemg too much heated, or,
as we call it, fire-fanged, which would render it almoft ufe-
lefs. By this method of preferving the fap, it is evident
you may have your dunghill twice as bulky, and equally
fit for every kind of crop, as you could have it if you ne-
gle@ed this method. The effe& too of this manure npan
the land will be equally lafting with that of dung anmixed:
nay, upon a thin tilly foil, the fine earth, faturated with
the fap of the dung, is the beft improvement that can be
invented; at leaft it is much better than lime itfelf, with-
out the addition of rich earth.—~The holm of Dalry, and
fome hard lands abont the village, are poflfeffed by the
fenars, who have been at great pains to enrich them with
manure, as otherwife the hard lands in general, though
warm and kindly enough, would have yielded no crops of
corn fufficient to repay the expenfe of feed and labour, not
to fpeak of rent; and even this holm, though naturally
the beft land in the parith next to the holm of Grennan,
produces in general but a very poor crop without manure,
yet with manure it produces excellent crops. To a curious
obferver it is entertaining to fee in this holm the various
mixture of a foil, whofe component parts are the fame, vss.
clay snd fand. Here three varicties deferve fpecial atten-
tion. One is, where there is too much of the clay mingled
with the fand ; another is, where there is too much of the
fand mingled with the clay; and the third is, where the
two are fo happily mixed, that neither of them is above or
under the due proportion requifite to render the foil fertile.
It is only on the fpots where this happy mixture obtains,
that one M8y expedt a good crop even without manure; .



54 Statiftical Account

but on the parts where cither of the two former varieties
takes place, the crop without manure will be but of little
valge. It is much to be regretted, that when the holm of
Dalry was divided and let to the feuars, the divifions had
not been made with a little more attention to pleafe the
eye of the fpeator, as well as to promote the convenience
of the poffeflor. Had the different enclofures been laid out
as much as was poflible in reQangular figures, and fenced
with thorn-hedges, inftead of flonc and turf fences, they
would have been both more beautiful and advantageous,
For though at the upper end of this holm an embank-
ment was ere&ted above ten years ago, which prevents the
Ken from overflowing a confiderable part of the holm next
to the high lands, as it formerly did, yet there is ftill a
confiderable part of it, which is often overflowed, and then
“the crop is in the utmoft danger of being fwept away by
the deluge. Thorn hedges would have prevented the crop
from being carried away by a flood, and would have been
fufficient fences to the different enclofures; fo that if any
one of. the poffeffors had been at more pains than the reft,
to enrich and prepare a field for fown grafs, he might have
reaped the produce himfelf, without being expofed to the
encroachments of his neighbours; whereas the flone and
turf fences are infufficient to fecure this advantage; for be-
fides being too weak and low to ftop every kind of cattle,
they are liable to be dathed down and fwept away by the
floods; and thus are rather hurtful than beneficial to the
poffeffor, though he pays for them 2 high rate of intereft,
and is bound to keep them up, or at leaft to leave them fo
at the end of his leafe. Hence itis evident, that if the
different enclofures were fufficiently fenced with thorn-
hedges, they would be far more valuable to the poffeffors,
by faving them the expenfe of herdmen, preferving their
paftare from their neighbours cattle, and affording them an
© opporfunity
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spportunity of raifing fown grafs with advantage. In moft
otheriparts of the parjth, however, the ftone fences that have
been ere@ed for feveral years paft, are made of fuch a height
and firength, as to be both good fences and a comfortable
fhelter for cattle in the time of a ftorm.

Woods, Rivers, 89c.—Along the Ken, which is the boun-
dary between this parith and Kells on the wett, for fix miles
or more, there are fome natural woods of confiderable ex-
tent. That of Earlfton, fo called, according to tradition, be-
caufe it was fome time 2 hunting feat of the Earl of Both.
well, the hufband of Queen Mary, is far the largeft. Here
are alfo fome plantations of fir, feveral of which are very
old and ftately. Above this are thofe of Todfton, Cleugh,
Glenhold, and Arndarroch. At Ardoch, which is above
2 mile diftant from the river, there are fome excellent trees,
both natural and plantetl. It is much to be regretted, that
the greateft part of the pafture-farms, towards the north
and eaft, have no woods or plantations to fhelter the cattle,
The principal river in this parifh is the Ken, which takes
its rife near the northern extremity of it, and running fouth
weft 8 or 9 miles, parts it from Carsfairn till it meets with
the Deugh, which divides Cairsfairn almoft into two equal
parts, of which that between the Ken and Deugh was taken
from Dalry. There, taking a new dire&ion, it runs almoft
foath till it meets with a rivulet from Kells, called Palhar-
ron. Thence it runs nearly fouth-eaft, with many beautiful
windings till it meets with the Garpool, a rivulet which, for
a confiderable way, is the boundary between this parifh and
Balmaclellan. The farther defcription of its courfe belongs
to the hiftory of Kells or Balmaclellan. It is proper, how-
ever, to obferve that this river, though generally, is not al-
ways the boundary between this parith and Kells; for there
i3 a part of this parith, confifting of a piece of fine holm, call-

3 ed
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ed the Mukle Ifle on the weft fide of the river, formerly
the property of the Earl of Galloway, now of Sir William
Millar of Glenlee. In this river are pike, trout and fal-
mon, which laft, except in high floods, cannot get farther
up than the fall at the head of Earlfton lin, where one may
often be highly entertained, with feeing how high they
fpring up againft the water fpouts, and then fall back into
the water below, repeating this unavailing labour till they
are quite exhaufted with fatigue. The Black-water, and
the burns of Earlfton, and of Stronriggan, are the only ri-
- vuletsworth mentioningin the parith, and theyall abound in
trout. The lakes or lochs in the parifh contain excellent
trout, and are much reforted to by fithers. Thofe of Bof-
ton, Knockfting and Knockman, are but fmall. That of
Lochinvar is of confiderable extent, fcarce lefs than three
milesin circuit, and containing an area of 50 acres.

" Antiquities, $9c~In Lochinvar, we fee the remains of
an old building with bridges, faid to have been s caftle be-
longing to the Gordons, anciently knights of Lochinvar,
and lately Vifcounts of Kenmure. Not much above a mile
@ from this loch, there is a large pile of ftones covered with
akind of whitith mofs, which has therefore probably got
the name of the White Cairn, and no doubt, like many
others in Scotland, has been in ancient times a burial place.
At a fmall diftance from this, is another of fmaller fize,
which however is faid not to be a fepulchre of the human
fpecies, but 2 monument or trophy of an heroic atchieve-
ment performed by the firft knight of Lochinvar, who on that
very {pot had the good fortune to kill 2 wild boar which in-
fefted that part of the country. At that period the kings -
of Scotland were wont to beftow fome fignal honour or re-
ward on any perfon, who could give evidence that he had
N killed
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killed orie of thefe noxioos spimils %. - At:a fuull diftaince
fom the chmrch of Dalsy, aud juft at the btink of ‘tee Keri,
there is one of thofe eminentes called moats, which is ftill
' almoft eatire, and appears to great advantage from the Kells
- fide of the river. From this moat, one has a delightfal
view of the river, and of the landicapes on each fide of it.
There is another moat in Lochreany, on the border of Glén.
cara, but it makes no confpicuous ﬁgnre, as it flands on @
low fpot of ground. In the church-yard, there is an aile of
the old chuxch, now quite detached from the new, which is
the burial place of the family of Kenmore. There is alfs
a {quare piece of ground enclofed, with a blackifh wall s-
bout 7 feet high, with 3 bawl fupperted by a ftandard .at
- ench

® The Laird of Lochinvar, as the ftory is told, ifter his purfuit and con-
quett of the boar, finding himfelf weary, having cat-out the tongue and
Pt it im his pocket, lay down near the fpot where be flew him, and fell
adeep. In the mean time & geatleman, called Sexton, who had alfo been
n purfait of the boar, findihg Mim owercomie; and -his. conqueror affeep;
immediately cut off the head and carried it to the King, reprefenting to
bim, that be himfelf had killed the boar, and was entitled to the reward
which his Majefty was wont to confer on the conjueror of fiich an animal.
The King, not fisfpe@ing his veracity, rewardéd him secordingly. The Laird
of Lochinvar having swoke, and mifing the boar’s bead, conjeCured what
bod bappened ; and therefore weat with all pofiible expedition to Edin-
‘urgh, and prefented himfelf before the King, exprefing his apprehenfion
thet the reward of merit had been beftowed on an impoffor. To convince
the King of the impofition put upon him, he produced the tongue from his
pocket, affirming, that if the head which bad been prefented tohis Majefty
were infpeébed, it would be found to want that very tongue. The head
sccordingly having been eummed, the King was perfeitly fatisfied
with the evidence of the laird’s reprd‘ennnon, and fked him, how he had
Nlied the boar. May it pleafe yotr Majetty, fays the laird, 1 jut gored
Mo down.” ' Very well, fays the King, as the rewitrd of your merit, you'
fall be henceforward Goredows knight of Lochinvar. Ever fince that pe-
%od, 1 buar's heail bas been affumed in the armorial enfigns of the Gordons,
Yeriape whether or not dlmeﬁtd ‘with the kmghh of Lochinvar, after-’
s Vitcounts of Kenmure,

Vor. XIII. H
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each cornér, which. is the burying place of the. Newalls of
Barfkeotti #. ' In the. farm oﬁ&roqfhggu, there is a large

Cer REETAE o . / .e‘im’
‘e Tbere is one e tombftone wh\ch deferves to be mentxoned. as the me-
moml of two'm-rtyn whe fuffered a violent death, in the time of the late
perfecution’ fot religion in Scotland, ‘The inforiptions, which are as fol-

* lows, though in g, fude ﬂyle. fufficiently defcribe their cruel and upde-
ferved fate.

 Here lyet.h Robc;t Stewlrt. fon to Major Robert Stcwm of A:doch,
and John Grierfon, who were martyred by Grahame of Claverhouft, for
their aderence & Stotland’s Refommmn, and Covenams Natienal and
Solmlagu‘“ . . T : ‘ /
‘Behold, behold a ﬁone s hcre forc‘d o cry /’
" Come, fee two martyrs under me that lye: oo
A.tmler of Dee, who flain were by the hand:
* Of cruel Claverhoufe, and’s bloody band.
No fooner had they done.this. heerid thing, Ve s
But's forc’d m cry, Stewart’s foul in heav'n.doth ﬂngs -
Yetltm‘n'hungepnr(u'd«enﬁnd:whended. i
-And in the tombs of their anceftors Inid;
Canfing their corps.be rai(’d out of the fame;
Difcharging in church-yards to bury thea. -
All this they did, *caufe they would not peane
Our Covensnts and Reformation pure : .
Becaufe like faithful martyrs, for to die Lo
They rathor chus'd, than wescheroufly camply '
With curfed Prelacy, the nation's bave, A
And with indulgency, onr church’s fiain. i el .
Perjur'd. intelligengers were fo rife, ... . : ..
Shew'd their curtt loyalty to take their hfa"

In the village called St Johns Clauchap, is preferved with groatcare, and
fhewn to firangers, 2 ftone which is called St Joha's chair. The church.
having been confecrated to the Aponle John, both the adjaceat village and
the chair a(fnmedhlsmmc I.nthe(mnof Bogue is fhown a flat fione,
of no great fize, on which is mfcnbed P. 6. VI, which is fuppofpd to-
have been the foundmon ftone of a htxle chlpel built in the time of Pope-
Gregor_y the VIL of .which, however. 0o other veftige npw, remains:.
butas in the fame farm there is 3 place ¢ cﬂled Chapel-yard, a3, in the farm.
of Gleugh, there was fome years ago, a dwelhng-honfe cajled the Ghapels

. LT , walls,



of Dalry. - 59
cairn, migh which, i rivnlet that mns Bi it are’ twd

them is about 10 feet long and quite cnnre, the’ other &
Butle mulitated. In the farm of Altrye, near the'top of 2
hill, there is a trench which feems to have been-digged,
capable of contmmng about 100 people As in this trench
ome has a view of two different roads, at'a conﬁderable dit-
tance, without beihg obferved by thofe perfons who travel
upon them, the Whigs or Cameronians, as they are ufu:
ally ftyled, are faid to have frequently made ufe of it du:
ring the time of the perfecution in Scotland, both as a place
of refuge, and of obfervation. Hence it obtained the name
of the Whighole, which it bears to this day. At Bentrack
and Mangquhill, two contiguous' farms, are the remains of
buildings, which are faid to have been the refidence of an
ancient branch of the noble fam:ly of Galloway. A few
filver coins, not extremely ancient, fomewhat larger than
thillings, were found in a fmall rivulet near an old houfe in
the neighbourhood. Before the focceffien of James VL. to
the crown of England, it was'ufual for the people on the”
borders of the two kingdoms of Scotland and E{gland, to
make depredations on one another. As by thefe the inha.
bitants of Annandale fuftained great damage, they were
waat to claim indemnification from the more wefterly coun-
ties, which,if not contribated,they made effe@ual by theirown
exertions; and as the eafieft method of obtaining their end,
frequently drove away the cattle of the neighbouring coun-
ties. Hence it became neceffary for the inhabitants of thefe
counties, to devife means of concealing their cattle. Some-
times they removed them to 2 greatdiftance from the public

roads,

walls, sod as in many other parts of this country, there are fanding houfes,
or vesliges of houfes, which fill bear the name of chapels, it is manifeft
lhulwl‘e have been once very frequent.
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tonds, fometimes they hollowed the ground behind aay
eminence, even near the road, and enclofed the place with
a dike or wall to confine them. In a farm of this parith,
4 more fimple, yet not lefs effeual device, was employed
tp conceal them. A dike was made round a craggy rock
on the fide of 2 tnll. Into this enclofure the fhe¢p were
dnven. and at a diftance not being diftingithable by their
colour from the rock, efcaped obfervation. There are ftill
fome veftiges of a great road through the head of this parith,
from Ajyrihire to Dumfries. .

" Heritors, $9c~Many of the lands in this parith bave
changed their proprictors within thefe 10 of 13 years.
The family of Kenmure, had a landed eftate here of
L. 500 a-year, which was lately purchafed by Mr Of.
wald of Auchincruive. Mr Newall of Barfkeoch, Mr
Rorifon of Ardoch, Mi Aguew of Ochiltree, and My
Mapmdlan‘ofAnchxrﬂunnoch all hadlands here, which were
lately purchafed by Mr Forbes of Callendar. Some of thofe
ancient proprietors refided in the parith, whofe feats were
then its great ornaments ; but at prefent there are only twa
refiding heritors, Mr Alexander of Mackilfton, and My
Huater of Lochinvar.

Cburcb, Stipend, School, Poor, tJ¢. --The chupch was re-
built about 22 yearsago, and is one of the beft in the Pref-
bytery, but is at prefent in great need of repairs. Mr
Newall of Barfkeoch, now refiding at Rammerfcales, is
patron. The manfe was built in 1784, and is of an elegant
form, butnever was water tight. The walls of the offices
threaten to fall in a thort time, owing to the badnefs of the
foundation. The flipend fince the year 1783, has been
L.g3, exclufive of L. 5 for communion.elements. Theglebe,
thongh fomewhat mgmted s few years ago, is fill very

{mall

Al
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fmall compared with fome in the neighbourhood, fearce ex.
ceeding 11 acres of land, which in itsoriginal flate wonld have
" been thoughthigh rented at 8s. the acre. The prefentincans:
benit, thongh at an expenfealmoft equaltothe originatvalune of
the land, has rendered it st leaft twice as valusble as formerly.
This parith has a fund of about L. 1006, which was bequeath-
ed v it by a Mr Johnfon; to ere& a fchool-houfe, and main-
pain 3 fchoolmafter capable of teaching Latin. At this
fchool, the parithioners have the privilege of getting their
children taught gratis. In former times, this fchool was
one of the moft famous in the fouthern parts of Scotland,
and .was crowded with (cholars froin many diftant pluces,
as the falary with the Candlemss offerings, procured a com-
fornable fubfiftence for a man of fuperior parts and education.
Bot in late times, though the fchoolmafters have poffeffed
abilities and literature equal, if not fuperior to thoft of the
more apcient mafters, yet few fchiolars have come froth dif-
tant places to attend them, The reafon is, that leatning is
now fo common, that there is fcarcely a parith fchoolmafter
of 1z0 in Scotland, who is not able to teach Latin and
Greek, with accompts and fome pra&ical parts of the ma-
thematics ; in fhort, every thing neceflary to prepare the
young ftudent for the univerfity, as well as to qualify the
man of bufinefs for alting his part well in any ordinary
occupation.—The number of poor in this parifh is between
13 and 20, and may be expefted to increafe with the in-
creafe of the village. They are fapported by the weekly
colletions and the intereft of about L.150, of which Mr
Forbes of Callendar, when he became an heritde in the pa-
rith, gave L. x0, 10s. and Mr John Wallace, late merchant
in Landon, bequeathed L. 5. The reft had been accumu-
ted when the number of the poor was {fmaller, The he-
ritors and their tenants, have never yet been obliged to af-
£fs themfelves for their fupport; but as the funds for this
- ; purpofe
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putpole are now .too fmall, there will probably be o nécef-
ficy for fuch- affeffment in a fhoit time, unlefs the funds ‘be
increafed. .The Wwhole colle@tions in a year {carce éxceed
L, 12, and for a confiderable timg paft, the quarterly diftri-

bivion has .been near L. 6, fometimes upwards. Any of
the: poor.. who are able ‘to travel, ate permitted to beg
through the parith, amd have therefore a fmaller ullowmee'
ll the quanerly dl.{lnbuuons. e

-

‘ Poptdamn, E'J‘c.—-Accoxdmg to the return made to' Dx -
Webfter, the aumbers were thett 8g1.-—Nine years ago they
were! about 10oco, and now muft be greater, Earl Gal-
loway's village being already four times larger than it for-
merly was.,. The number-of births in the parith is anntsally
aboni:89 ; of marriages about §; .of deaths about g or xd.
"The number of tradefmen in the parith is abont 33.: weavers
angd their apprentices 10, tailors 4, {hoemakers 6, fmiths 4,
mafons 4, jpiners §. . Difeafes are not frequent here, except
fuch as are gommon to children, Gonfumptions indeed feem
to.be more prevalent now, than they were in former times.
There are feveral both men and women in this parith
abave 8o years of age, and one man who is faid to be above.
109. o .

Mifcollaneons Obfervations.—The wages of common la-
bonrers, which ufed to be not many years ago 4 d. a-day
in wmtcr, and 6d.in the other feafons, with victuals, are
now increafed to 6 d. in the fhort, and 8 d. in the long day.
Mechanics in general get higher wages than common la-
bourers. Mafons get & 5. 3d. and joiners 1s. with vic-
tyals. The common labourer, however, for mowing in the
hay fealon, gets from 1s. to 1s. 4d. with viuals. The
wages of common fervants are near double of what they
were about 10 years ago. A ploughman gets from L.4

to
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L.s the half year; a dairy maid from L. 1, 10s.to L. 2, and
others in proportion. . The high price of labour here.is al-
moft as greatan. obftacle to the improvement of “arable
farms, a8 even tire diftance from mael .and lime. ‘It'is
worth obferving too, that ferbants here, and-in ifome- of the
neighbouring parithes, do far lefawmlqdaummuyodnr

parts of the -kingdom.: : In: Ayrilire.and in.the Lothians,.

for inftance, a ploughman i the mosning. before-he gods;
out to work witir bis:hotfes, and:atnight. after he': comes.
i, threfhes as muéh ¢cornx'a-day, ds one: here. does whale:
flated employmeént is to ‘threth; for except at winnosvidigs,
you are to expe no mare. of the thréfher:than the common
hours of working, with fach panfes-and. intervals-as take
upnear a half of the titne; and of thofe who labour i the
fields, you are to expe&t go work at all before they go out,
or after they come im, except in the long nights of winter,
whea they affift the bera-man in winnowing your corn, if
you have fanners for the purpofe. The price of every asti~
cle of provifion, except-meal and.potatoes, is much higher
than it was 20 or 30 years ago. Beef, matton, and almoft
cvery kind of animal food, coft at lealt .a thirdupart mave
than they did before the period mentioaed: The demand
for theep and biack cattle from ‘England, - has partly ‘occs
fioned this rife.. (The. reafon why potatoes are cheap is,
that almoft every houfeliolder endeavours . to get as many
planted as he thinks Wwill be needed in his family. Befides
what he plants in his gacden, though. he poffefs:no more
land, he cam generilly obtain a confidersble quandty, by
pthering fern or any kind .of weeds, rotting them - before
the threfhold of bis doot, and.mixing .them with his athes
ad the cleanings of the fireet,. or roadimear his houle, foe
which compoft, almoft any farmer. will allow him 2 crop of
Potatoes, or as thuch exhatfted land ‘gs be can thus ffficient-
Yy maaure. Some who have littls.or po manure, give the
: " farmer

|
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farmer fo maoy days work in harvef, as they can apree
upan, for manure as well ps land for potatoes; but the:far-
nicrs would now rether pay them the common wages, tharm
allow them any manure, unlefs on far higher terms tham
formerly. Hence it is manifeft, that the demand for pota~
toes cannot geuerally be great.. When there is any how-
ever, it is eafily anfwered by the farmers, who generally
plant a few more than they have occafion to ufe in their fa -
milies, in order ta enrich fome of their poorefl; or to cleanfe
fome of their fouleft Jands. This end might be equally
well obtained by 2 crop of turnips, but here thefe are fcarcely
ever raifed, except @ few in gardens for the ufe of the ta-
ble. Meal is ftill cheap, becapfe there is little demand for
grain till feed-time, and even then it is not great, ss feed-
corn is fold about 3 d. the Winchefter buthel, cheaper in
the lower parts of the country, and few farmers here have
proper granaries for keeping 2 confiderable gnantity of corn
fafely after it is threfhed. The cheapnefs of meal and poe
tatoes is, one main caufe of the high price of labour. Every
article of merchant goods is here very dear, on account of
the great inkand carriage. Though there is plenty of peats
in the moorifh parts of the parifh, yét the villagers can get
almoft none but at the diftance of two or three miles, nor
coals nearer than Dglmellington, which is upwidrds of 20
miles diftant. The dearth of fuel is a great obflacle to.
the eftablifament of manufadtures. The roads through the
parith are in general very bad, though, fince the converfion.
of the flatute-labour into money, they have been confide-
rably improved. The principal roads through the parith,
are one leading from Kirkcudbright to Ayr. and Gla{gow,
and auother which leads from Newtonfigwart, now N.
Doyglas, to Edinburgh and Dumfries, by way of Monni.
hive. A bridge over the Ken, between this parith and
Kells, would be of great advantage to the public, as the river

3 is
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is fometimes impaffable even with boats.—The inhabitants
of this parifh are in general a peaceable, focial, hofpitable,
obliging, humane and well difpofed people. Many of the
principal farmers; not to fpeak of lieritors, befides all the
qualities mentioned, poflefs a meafure of information and
politenefs, which render them agreeable companions to men
of faperior rank and education. Itis remarkable, that even
the moft idle, diffipated, and worthlefs part of the inhabi-
tants, are not deftitute of all thofe good qualities which dif-
tinguifh the reft. Scarcely any of them, for a long period,
have been convifted: of capital crimes, though there are a
fcw, efpecially in the village, who ate faid to be addi®ed to
fraud, pilfering, lying, evil fpeaking, and feveral other im-
moralities.—The number of theep, (befides a few goats), is
about 13,000, of black cattle about 1650, 6f horfes. about
140, of carts about 40, and of ploughs about g0: The me-
thod of managing fheep and black cattle in this part of the
country, is fully defcribed by Mr Arnthony M‘Mil'an of
this parifh, in the 2d part of his Treatife on Pafturage, and
Eﬂ'ay annexed. The fame authot has publithed alfo feve-
tal Treatifes on Law and Forms of Writs.

Vor. XI11i. I .N UM-
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NUMBER VL

PARISH or KENETHMONT,

(CouNTY AND SYNOD OF ABERDILN, PRESBYTERY OF
ALYORD.)

By tbe Rev. Mr GEoRGE DoNALDSON, formerly Miniffer of
Kenetbmont, now of Rathven..

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil;, Surface, and Climate.

HERE is fome difference of opinion refpe&ing the
derivation of the name Kemethmont. Mr Gordon,

my predeceffor, conceived an idea, probably from g tomb-
flone, to be mentioned afterward, that one of the Kings
of Scotland of the name of Kenneth had been buried on:
the mount, where the church is built ; and that from him,
the parith was called Kennethmount. Others, write Kin-
sethmont ; which, perfons fkilled in the Gaelic, derive
from two original words, the one fignifying, * Head,” and
the other “ Mofs.” Nor does this derivation appear per-
fedtly



tefily fatisfaflory, as the emihénce on whick theé church
fands, is towards the foot of the mofs®. This parith is
sbout 6 miles long from E. to W. and 3 broad from N.
to S. It s fix miles from Huntly, the nearef polt-town,
30 from Aberdeen, and 24 from Banff, and the other
towns on the Murray Frith, to the mouth of the Spey.
The parifth may contain aboat 6500 acres Scots, and in the

following proportions nearly :

Acres. Acres.
Infield, - - 960 Plantations, - ~ - ‘340
Outfield, .- - 3370 Mofles, - 150

M_udow and Pafture, 980 Moors and Heath, - 1300’

The foil in general is a light loam; and, when properly
cultivated, produces luxuriant crops. The furface is di-
verfified with hills and eminences, fome of them plant-
ed with trees of various forts, which ina fhort time will
beaatify the country. Of thefe, the hill of Chrift’s kirk
is not the leaft beantiful. It is of confiderable altitude,
and has two green tops, which have a pretry effc& ata
diftance. The parith is well wateted. It abounds in
fprings, rills, and ftreams, fufficient for meal-mills. Some
of thefe proceed in an eaftern dire@ion from one channel tos
another, till they reach the Don, which falls into the
fea at Aberdeen ; others turn towards the weft, lofe them-

felves

¢ Kenethmont has a parifh in whole, or in part, annexed™toit, na-
med Chritt’s Kirk. At what perivd this annexation took place, I bave
ot been able to difcuver. But that it was once a leparate parifh, .!d-
mits of no dogbt. For the burinl-giound is ftill in ufe, the ruins of thé
birk remain, and the intumbent of Kenethont is ia pofiefon of the
gide  Det thé name of Chrilt’s Kirk, as 4 parifh, is at prefent never
wied, being applied fole'y to the farm, which furrounds the gleoe and bu-
salground. Itis in the eak end of the parifh, atthe diftance of about
¢ Eaglith mi'es from the prefeat church,
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felves in the Bogie, which communicates with the Dev-
ron, and along with it, runsinto the Murray Frith at
Banff —From the high fituation of Kenethmont, it is na-
tural to conclude, that the air is good, and the climate
healthy ; and experience confirms the conclufion. In win-
ter, the air is frequently piercing, and the fnow fometimes
deep; but in winter, as well as in fummer, the pegple in
general enjoy good health, and many attajn ta old age.
They are not fubjet to epidemic difeafes. The influenza,
" which, nat many years ago, prevaxled over the greateft
part of Britain, was unknown here.  And equally fortu-
nate have they been fince the above period, in efeaping
putrid fore throats, and dangerous fevers, which broke
out in the neighbourhood, and proved fatal to many. Of
. uncommon longevity, I can produce no inftance. It may,
however. be mentioned, that Mefl. Garrioch and Gordon,
my predeceﬁ'ors, both died of old age. The former offici-
ated 10 years at Forbes, and §0 at Kenethmont; and
the latter, 7 years at Cabrach, and 40 at Kenethmont.
And dunn‘g my incumbency, which lafted above 11 years,
there died 16 or 17 perfons above 80 years of age.

Heritors, Agriculture, $9c.—~There are 4 heritors or
propnetors of land; the Duke of Gordon, Colonel Hay of
Rannes, Mr Gordon of Wardhoufe, and Mr Wemyfs of
Craighall. The three laft generally refide, and direct
their attention to the improvement of agr;cultxire, rearing
of cattle. or plmtations. Some of the heritors have intro-
duced the modern improvements of agriculture, and raife
excellent crops of grain and fown grafs. They have their
£i:1ds divided into convenient enclofures, and kept in high
cultivation.  But their example has not been hitherto imi-

tated by their tenants, who in general perfevere in the old
method of farming. The part of the farm fit for cropping

confifts
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confifts of infield and outfield. The former has #ts name
from being kept under continual culture ; and the latter,
from being allowed to go to ley or pafture, after bearing.
a certain number of crops. Of the infield, one-third s an-
nunally prepared for bear, and two-thirds are laid down
with cats. The third intended for bear receives a fallow-
ing in autemn, and remains in that flate till fpring, when
it is barrowed, manared, and gets the feed furrow. ~ Af.
ter reaping the bear, this field is undérflood to be.in-q ftite
of culture, capable .of yielding twe: crops of oats. fuccef-
fively. Each of the other two-thirds, in its turn, under-
goes a fimilar preparation, and is expe@ed to make the
fame returns. Of the outfield, there are two forts, a:bet-
ter and a worfe. One half of each is generally in ley, and
the other under tillage. The better fort ufually remains
in a flate of reft for § years, and is prepared for cropping,
by watering, liming, folding, or pafturing; adding to
this laft method, if it can be fpared, a little manure of
any kind. With this preparation, it is judged fit for
breaking up and bearing 4 or § crops of oats in fucceffion.
Inftead of the common Scotch oats, when a field has'been
limed or watered, it is not unufual to fow it with barley
oats, which are reckoned 1o days or a fortnight earlier,
The worfe fort of outfield receives a ‘ploughing early in
fammer, and remains ir that ftate till towards feed-time,
when it gets a fecond ploughing, and is fown with a fmall
black hairy oat. This is a bad unprodu&@ive grain, not
much ufed ; and, with proper culture, might eafily be dif-
penfed with, and totally extirpated. By the above mode
of cultivation, the average produce of the bear may be
jreturns, of the common and barley oats 4, and of the
{mall black oats 3. Turnips and potatoes have, for many
jears, been cultivated by the heritors with great fuccefs,
s8d the tenants raife a few of each fart for family ufe only.
1 The

~.
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The foil is well adupted for flax, but the cultivation of it
is ill underflood, and feldom or never attempted, except
by the heritors, and that on a fmall fcale, though there are
two limg-mills in the aeighbourhood. The Scotch plough,
fomewhiat impreved, is in pretty gemeral ufe; and as it is
well rdapted fo- removing obftrultions in ill cultivated
fields, the preference jn its favour in fuch circumftances
caunot be condemned. :Many, however, of late, begia €o
ufe ploughs of the Eaoglith confiruition, snd acknowledge
-the.r fuperiori y, in eafe.and neatnes, in turping the fux-
row. The advantages of earts are {o many and fo well
underftood, in all the operations of farming, .that they are
in .univerfal wle. The crops wfually raifed here have
been .ated . bove, and the exteat of the fowipg and pre-
duce may be nearly as follows :
Bear, - Bolls,
300 bolls of barley, at § returns, 1gco
- 1300 bolls of oats, at 4 returns, 5200
Total, —— 6700 bolls *,
If

® Seed-time asd Harveff—The time of fowing depends on the feafon.
. Oats are generally fown in March and April ; lintfeed and potatoes -in
the begi.iiing of April or end of March ; bear in May, and turnips from
the 1t to the 20th of June. Harveft begins about the end of Auguft for
beginning f September, and the crop is for the moft part got in by the
end of Oftober. In 1483, fowing did not begin till the middle of A-
pril ; and, a< the fummer was cold, and the fnow early, the grain was
not gathered in before Chriftmas. The crop was remarkably deficient,
and . any would have fuffered in the ncrth of Scotland, had not the aid
of Government, and the exertions of the opulent and humene afforded a
feafonable fupply to the needy. By the failure of the crop in this paith,
the circumft:nces of moft pcople were reduced, but none fuTered for
want. In times of general calamity, it is pleafant to récord aéts of gene-
rofity. The heritors in g neral were very indalgent to their tenants,
sod accepied lefs tan their due.  Ome gentieman whode rents, accordisg
to the cultom of ihe country, were payable in money and meal, charged
the deficient meal, to the ext:nt of feveral hundred bolls, at half thE
current price, wtich was L. 1 the boll. Thele lenient meafures, in addi. -
tion to the aid of Governinent, rendered the fituation of this parith tqe

Jerably comfortable.

[}
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Yiwe 2dd to the above, 40acres of turnips, 1o of potatoes,
and 40 laid down with grafs feeds, we fhall not be far from
the truth. The produce of the parifh, in ovdii.ary leaions,
ismore than fufficient for the confumption of the inhabi-
tams. The overplas, if there be no demand in the neigh-
bourig parithes, is cartied to the Huntly or Aberdeen
market. The valued rent is L.1817: 13 : 4 Scots; but as
the rents are all paid in money and me 1, the real rent
muft vary with the price of grain, It may be L. goo,
and perhaps never exceeds L. 1000 Sterling *.

Services—On Colonel Hay’s eftate, no fervices are re.
quired, except in hay-harveft, and thefe are of fo trifling a
Bature, as to be fcarce worth mentioning. Two or three
of the farmers indeed, moft contiguous to the mofs of Kirk-
hill, have been inthe cuftom of paying a few leets+ of
peats yearly, for which they are allowed 2 certain deduc-
tion of rent. The other heritors have not thought proper
to difpenfe with the ufual fervices ; but as they are univer-
fally efteemed a grievance, they might, doubtlefs, be eom.
muted to the fatisfaltion and advantage of both parties. It
ought, however, in candour and juftice to be obferved,
that were landlords to difpenfe with fervices and cuftoms
of every denomination, which their good fenfe and public

) fpirit

¢ Price of Grain and Provifions, érc.—~Bear, in 1792, fold at.15 s, and

meal 13 5. the boll; beef and mutton, 3 d. the pound ; a duck, 10d.;
aben, 6 d.; eggs, 2 d, a dozen ; butter, from 6d. to 8d. the pound, at
24 ounces Averdopois~—~The ufual wages to menfervants employed i
bulandry, are from L. 6 to L. 7; maid fervants, from L.2 to L. 3 »~
yer; a day-labourer eams from tad. to 1s.; 3 mafon, from. 1. 3 4. to
1564, and a becfle exxpenter, r5. and furnith their own provifions; »
tailor gains 6 d. and his maintenance ; and perfons employed in the mof-
13, boeing, or oth er farm.work in fammer, have the fame aowance.

$ A leet of peats isa ftack 13 feet long, 12 broad, and high in propas
tion.
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fpirit will in time certainly induce them to do, this wouldd
only extenuate not eradicate thé evil. Every tenant has z
certain number of cottagers, to the amount fometimes of
6 or 8, whom he binds to relieve him; not onlyof part of
his fervices to the heritor, but alfo to give him a certain
number of days in feed-time; mofs-time, and barveft.
Now, fubftantial redrefs of this grievance will not be ea-
fily obtained, unlefs heritors were to difallow cottagers
altogether, which would depopulate their lands ; or, which
would be better policy, to break theis farms and put the
cottagers in the envied ftate of fmall but independent te-
nants. This latter kind of fervitude, though lefs attended
to, is as extenfive, and more feverely felt than the for-

mer. The proprietor, unlefs his eftate be very {mall, re-
qnués only a part, never the full extent of the fervices due
by the tenant, whereas the tenant feldom difpenfes with

the fmalleft fervice for which the cottager is bound.

Manufaétures—Though no manufaéture has hitherto
been eftablifhed, 2 number of families of all ages are em-
ployed by the Huntly and Aberdeen manufa@urers to
knit woollen flockings, and fpin flax. The knitters, on
an average, work 6o dozen, at 13s. the dozen, every
month ; while the {pinfters, who are but few in number,
earn only about L. 4 or L. 5 monthly. The annual in-
come from both branches may be fairly eﬁunated at

L. 500.

Roads.—~The roads in the parifh were made and are kept i
repair by the ftatute labour. For want of gravel, they are
frequently deep, but never impaffable. The military road
through the Cairn-o’-Mount, leading by Huntly to Fort

George pafes through its weftern extremity’; and, asit
 feoms
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feems for many years to have been neg]e&cd by Goversi-
ment, is kept in the fame flate of repair as the “other roads.

Stipend, Sébool, Poor, &¢—The church i is old and has’
been frequently repaired. Thé ftipend'is L 38: 19" g3,
including L. 5 : 11 : 1 Tor conimunion-elements, and 41
®olls of cat-meal agd 7 of bear. Thy glebes are at prefent
disjoined, and the extent of both is frem 8 to g acres of
good land. A plan for a new manfe and offices, with a
coptiguous glebe, has received the approbation of the pre-
fbytery, and is to be executed the enfuing fummer. Colo-
nel Hay of Rannes is patran.—About 15 or 16 years ago,
the heritors built a convénient fchool-houfe in a healthy fi-
toation. The fchoolmafter’s falary is L.§: 117 13, and -
his other perquifites are L. 1 : 16 : 8 for officigting as prg-
centor and feflion-clerk ; 1 s. 13d. for publithing a' purpofe
of marriage ;65 d. for regitering a baptifm, and 3d. for
2 certificate ; t6 which add the fchool-fees for'teaching Bng-
lih, 1s. 6d.; arithmetic, 3 s.; and Latin, 2 5. 6 d. quarter-
ly, and his income may be from L. 1o tq L.15.—The
poor fubfift by begging, and upon occaﬁonal.fnpphes from
the parochial fund. Thi& fund amounts: to-L. jo- mearly,
which has heen faved within §0 years from the weekly
colle@ions, the ufe of a pi\l.l or-mortgloth, and Rell belong-
ing to the feflion, and fimes from delinquents, The collec-
tions gnd other contingengies: gcncrall] amount from L.8
to L. 10 yearly. Thx fum,-after paying L.1:16:8 to
the kﬂion clerk, and 13s. 6.4d. to the church-offices, is di-
fribwted quarterly. by the feflion among the perfons on the
poors roll, who fioce 1783 have bgen from 12,to 18.

Population.—According to Dr Webfter’s report, the po-
pulation at that period was 791. About 5o yearsago, Mr
Vor. XIIL K Gordon,
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Gordon, in s procefs of augmentation of ftipend, fiated the
number of inhabitants at 1100. If Mr Gordon did not
take a round number inftead of the real, the population is
confiderably diminithed fince the above period, as will ap-

pear by the following abftra&;
In February 1783, the population includhg dnldnn. was, 830
1784, . 819
1785, ! é - 813
1786, . - - 850
1787, - - - . 824
188, e - - 783
118y, K - - - 158
1790, Sos
1nx,thcemaﬁo unlund“:fanh.
in all, - - . 1@

And by a note from
the Rev. Dr Minty,

the prefent incam-
bent, is June 1792, - - - 830
Males, Females, Total.
Under 10 years of age, 88 103 19t
Betwecn 10 & 20, 6o 14 13¢
2 & 5o, 121 185 6
5 & 70, 64 90 354 -
70 & 8o, 2 18 4w
| omm— 80 & 90, 3 L] s
358 an 830

Average number for the ahove 10 years, 808.

The fearcity in 1982 induced me to take down the
numbers in the different families with accuracy ; but I did
not think of noting the deaths till February 1985. The
following abftra& is taken from the regifter of baptifms,
and my own note of the deaths, till the time of my trané-
lation from the parifh in O&cber 1791 :
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Baptifms. '
Males. Fem. Total.
Inx783, % 13 19

1784, 10 7 17 Deaths.

1785, 13 9 232 18

1986, 8 12 30 17

1787, % 6 13 18

1788, ¢ 6 1$ 1z

1789, S 7 13 17

1790, I3 7 20 16

1791, § 8 13  10tothe end of O&ober.

Towal, 77 - 74 151 107

Average, 17 16

That the number of females fo much furpaffes that of the

males, is owing to the moffes. Many widows and old

maids take houfes in their vicinity, ‘for the convenience of
foel.

Number of families, 304 - Tailors, - -

Ditto of x individual Houfe carpenters, ‘:
each, - - 25 Weavern, 4
—_— 3, 39 Wheel and Plonxh-
—_— 3 - 39 wrights, - 4
Martied men, - 124 Shoemakers, - )
Bachelors who have fa- Millers, - 3
milies, - 16 Gardeners, . 4
Widowers ditto, - 12 Dyer, - z
Widows ditto, - 28 Midwives, - 2
Unmarried women ditto, 36 Male domeflic fervants, 4
Clergyman, - t  Female ditto, - a4
Stodents in divinity, 3
Shopkeepers, - 4 Wheel carriages, z
Schoolmafier, - z Carts, - 160
smilh. - - 3 Plougbs, - 6o
Malns, - « 2 Draught borfes, - 303

a Saddle
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Saddle and carriage Catutle, . 808
horfes, - 8 Sheep, 1200 *
N )

Minerals and Mineral Springs—On the lands of Leith-
hall, there is a marble quarry.; on thofe of Crsighall, free-
ftone, and marl and limeftone on Cults ; but the wmnt of
ftock or of induftry has hitherto prevented the tenauts from
availing themfelves of this la fource of opulence. There
are two mineral fprings on Colonel Hay’s eftate, one of
them on a farm named Earlsfield, is of late fallen into difre.
pute. The othar in the mofs of the Melfhach, of thecha-
Iybeate kind, is flill in great geputation amgng the com-
mon people +.

Fyel~The fuel in general ule is peats ; dut as the mof-
fes are wearing out, fome .of the heritors carry cesls from
Aberdeen to fave them, and 2o bave their prinoipal apart-
ments more comfortably warmed in winter. In former ¢-
ges, the mofs of Kirkhill hes beea covered with sepot ; for
fo late as 30 years ago, trees in dbundance were found
by digging a few feat below the furface. And, among o-
ther kinda, meftion is made of an oak about 40 feet long,
and thick in proportion. Fir, juniper, hazcl, slder, oak,
were all blended together in this fpot. X
Awtiguities,

* Horfes fell from L. 5 to L. 15; oxen and cows, from L.3 toL.8;
wedders and ewes and lambs, from 4s. to 8s. The only fwine raifed
for fale, are a few abott the mills, which bring from L.x tp L. 3.

+ They ufe itboth internally and externally in the fummer feafon,
particulaly in the month of May. Its fanative qualitics are not confined
to man, they are fuppofed to extend even to brutes. As this fpring pro-
pably obtained vegue at firlt in duys of ignorance and fupertition, it
would appear that it became cuftomary to leave at the well part of the
clothes of the fick and difeafed, and harnefs of the cattle, as an offering
of gratitude fo the divinity who be@owed healing virtues on its waters.
And now, even though the fuperftitious principle no loager ezils, thy
gscaftomed offerings are ftill prefented,
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dntiguitses—~Thereis s barrow, or.cairn of flones, which
) ka5 never bees opened, on Qld Gdanderfton, & farm bey
laging to BAr Gordon ; ¢ Proidicdl semple oo Ardlair, 2
_/ farm of Colame] Hay's, another lefs complere on Cults, and
twe or three flanes in 2 leaniag pofition on the lands of
Craighall, fuid to be recarded in the prefbytery books of
Alord. The only other article is the flone alluded to a~
bove, commonly galled Keaneth’s grave-ftone. The tradi.
ton of the parilb is, that this flone, which in {hape refem.-
bles 2 caflin, wsas removed from the charch-yard gate, (the
grave of ome of thie Kenneths), into the churoh, where it
ww lies, by a femily of the aame of Gordon *.

Fairs.—The propriator of Raanes has ‘s title to two ag.
noad fairs, owve at Kirkliill in ‘Ofober for cattle, timber,
and merchant goods, and the other at Chrift’s Kirk in the
month of May. This fair was kept on the Green, and in
the might ; hence it was by the people called Sleepy-mar-
k. Abont 35 or 36 years ago, the proprietor changed it
from night to day; but fo firong was the prepofleflion of
the peaple in favour of the old cuflom, that rather than

comply with the slteration, they chole to negle& it alto.
gother §.

CharaSer

# Jts dimenfions are, length 6 feet 2 inches; breadth at the head, 22
inches, and depth 15 inches. There is a thield on 1it, on one quarter of
which a2 boar's head is vifible. Under the thicld are the initids H.0. in-
large capitals ; and under them.a mort-head, fand-glafs, bones, and cof-
o, Then there is 2 crofs with I. H. S.; and below all, the date 1685,

{ The name of this place natarally encugh brings to recoliecion, the
celebrated ballad of Chrift’s Kirk on the Gecen, commonly sforibed to
James L King of Scodand. The fcene of it never has been sfcerained
with any degree of precifion. Chrift's Kirk, in my apprehenflon, has no
{mall elaim to that honour. It is well known, fhat James vifited the mofk
kit parts of his kingdom, to hear comphaimts and redrefi grievan~
©t And it is not impoffible, nor even very iffprobable, fhat, in his -

Jrogre,
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ClaraBler of the Peopls, &c.~They are temperate, indu-
firious, and frugal, moderate in their principles, and regu-
lasin their attendance on public worthip and the other or-
dinances of religion. They sre afl of the Eftablifhed
Church, exeept § or 6 who occafionally attend Epifcopal
meetings. The drefs of both fexes is confiderably impro-
ved of late, efpecially among the young. In all places of
public refort they appear in their beft tlothes, with a chear-
_ ful countenance and contented mind. Their houfes in ge-

neral are bad, and have not that appearance of cleanlinefs

and neatnefs which is always commendable. But as the
- heritors are difpofed to give every reafonable encourage-
ment to the fober and induftrious, we may foon hope to
fee a fpirit of improvement prevailing in their houfes fi-
miler to that which they have already begun to fhow in
their drefs.

Advantages and Difadvantages—The only difadvanta-
ges are fhort leafes, fervices, and the diftance from manure
and from market. Moft of thefe are capable of redrefs. °
It has already been mentioned, that one gentleman, who is
proprietor of more than half of the parith, has difpenfed
with the ufual fervices ; and it may be added, that he is
difpofed to grant long leafes on equal terms, with every o-
ther encouragement that has a tendency to make his te-
nants profper. If the other heritors were to convert their
fervices and cuftoms, they would promote their own inte-

refts,

progrels, he may have feen or heard of Chrift’s Kirk. Now, what place
more likely to ftrike the fancy of this Menarch, than one diftinguithed by
fo fingular a cuftom. The circumflance of the market at midnight, may
be fuppofed to fall in with his bumour, and give birth to fuch fcenes as
he has defcribed. Even the name of this performance is defcriptive of
the place; for the Green fill encircles the ruins of the Kirk, and it is be.
fides the only one in Scotland that I am acquainted with, to which the
pame of the bailad is applicable.
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nfs, and confer a fignal favour on their tenants. In good
policy thefe ought to be abolithed, and long leafes given,
with fufficient encouragement to open up and employ fuch
fources of manure as the parith affords. In the mean time,
the indufirions tenant may betake himfelf to other refour-
ces. Several of the farms have the command of water.
Lime may be had at Huntly, but whether in fufficient
quantity for the purpofes of agriculture, is doubtful. At
the limekilns, however, it may be purchafed in any quan-
tity, and at a cheaper rate, but at a greater diflance. The
heritors have been long in the cuftom of ufing it on thofe
fields which were to be laid down with grafs-feeds, and
bave ever foundit beneficial. But the tenants in gemeral
oever ‘ufe lime nor fow grafs-feeds.—Their fuel, as the
mofles are near, is eafily procured ; and, comparatively
fpeaking, with little trouble and expenfe. In fummer
there are many annual fairs at a convenient diftance for
felling their cattle and theep. Huntly affords a good week-
1y market for cheefe, butter, beef, mutton, fowls, and moft
other articles which the farmer can fpare. Bear finds
ready vent at the numerous flills in the neighbourhood.
And when the demand for meal ceafes at Huntly, it may
be carried to Aberdeen, where there is a ready market
and good prices. The diftance is much greater, but the
price generally compenfates it. The accommodation is
good, and the road, fince the bridge was built over the
Don at Inverary, perfelly fafe. Befides Aberdeen has
this advantage over Huntly, that all thofe things which are
either convenient or ufeful to the farmer, may be bought
in it oo the beft terms, and in any quantity; and therefore
his fmall flock of neceflaries is generally purchafed there ®,
It
® Though the tensats rear a confiderable number of cattle, they fel-

dom think of feeding any, Without green crops, feeding cannot be ad-
vantageous
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Tt may, in the opinton of fome, be no fmall’ recommenda-
tion of the parifh'to fumnifh obje@s of amufénient, as well
as of profit. By repaifing o the ‘Bogie, which abounds
with trout, the angler may find emtertainment at leifure
hours; and the fportfman, who delights in more aQive di-
verfion, can traverfe hills and dales with his dog and his
gun in fearch of hares, plovers, ducks; rails, groufe, par-
tridgés, fnipes, &¢: in their feafon. .

vantageous, nor will tRe!cultivation of green crops, in all probubiliry,
become general, till winter herding be -inwoduced. The cattle agd
fhecp ase of a {mall breed, and, when properly fed, bring good prices;
becaufe they are reckoned fweet and well-flavoured. The farm of Leith—
hall, where Colonel Hay refides, is fuperior to moff. It has a foutherly
expofure, fertile foil, and' is well thekered. It is equally adapted for
searing cattle, and producing. grain. The plantatibne afferd (helter in
wintas, and the fouthern expofure raifes- early grafs in fpring ; and in
*  fummer the richnefs of its patturc can hardly be exceeded.

NUM.
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NUMBER VIL
PARISH or KINTORE,

(CouNnTY AND SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY OF
GaRrIOCH.)

By the Rev. Mr GEoRGE ADAMs.

Name, Borough, Extent, Suyfate, Sotl, t¢,

THE word Kintore is certainly Gaelic. I am not ac-
quainted with that language, but am informed, that it
fignifies “ the head of the wood ;" and it is certain, that in the
carlieft times, there was & royal foreft in this neighbour-
hood. The hunting feat, which was inhabited fo late as the
b century, being the firft feat of the family of Kintore,
fiill called Hall-foreft, remains in ruins indeed, but a ruin,
that fhows it once to Have been a fortified and firong place.
The foreft is faid to have extended from the weft part of the
perith of Kintore, eaftward to the church of Dyce, 5 or 6
Englith miles. Dyee was in the earlicft times, called the
# Chapel of StFergus, nenr Mofs Feetach.” There is a
Vor. XIII. L . farm
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farm in the parith of Kinellar, in that line, called Glaf-
gow foreft, and the forefter is faid to have had his dwelling
at a place called Telliriach, in the parith of Dyce. This
place had very early been made a Royal borough. Its be-
ing Royal lands, accounts for this. It is faid to have been
made by one of the Kenneths, and prior to that of A.-
berdeen : If it was fo, and Aberdeen, (as is faid), was
made a borough by Gregory, Kintore muft have had its
privileges from Kenneth Maccalpin. There are feveral
traditions among the peaple as toits antiquity ; for exam-
ple, that feveral privileges, which it once had, were tranf-
ferred to Aberdeen ; and there is a caufeway at the eaft
end of the freedom of Kintore, near Kinellar, on the
way to Aberdeen, flill called the Wise Caufeway ; to
which it is faid, in old times people came from the harbour
to pay cuftom *. Till lately, there were few houfes better
than country houfes, none but the manfe and a houfe built
for Lord Kintore’s fattor, the church, and a very neat town-
houfe and prifon, built about 5o years ago. Two good
houfes, one of them elegant, were built laft year. The pri-

~ fon is feldom ufed, owing to the good morals and peace-
‘ able

# It is not to be expc&cd, that charters nearly of that age thould be
found ; anditis faid, that the charters and papers relating to this burgh,
which reached the laft century, were deftroyed.by a Provoft Frafer, only
one having efcaped his hands, which is a charter of confirmation of this
burgh, by James the V. fill extant. The town.council, who elets the
delegate for choofing their reprefentative in parliament, confifts of 13
members, among whom is a provoft, 2 bailies, a dean of guild, sud & trea.
farer. The Earls of Kintore, and the late Eayl Marifchall, while he held
the eftate of Kintore, bave been provofts for about a century paft. The fetof
the burgh, does not oblige them to change a councillur nor an office-bearer.
‘The bounds of the freedom of the burgh, are pretty large, particulurly to the
eaft, the freedom extends to near the church of Kinellar, sbove 2 £ng.
it miles. The reveoue is faid to bave been once confidgrable, butis
now. much diminithed, ‘
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e difpofition of the people. In what is properly the

! »wm, without counting the reft of the freedomn, there are

|

y

;1 dwelling houfes, fome of them poffefled by fingle per-
fos ; and it contains 328 fouls; 94 males, and 134 fe.
ailes; and there are 54 horfes, 168 black cattle, and 300
deep. A comfiderable part of the old parifh, is within the
feedom of the burgh, till you go about a mile fouthward *,
&t contains, with'the new parith, above 4200 acres, (without
counting 2 large common, between Kintore and Kinellar),
ook of it has been meafured. It is bounded on the N. and
N.E. by the river Don, and on the E. partly by the fame
nver. Its extent is near 6 Englith miles from N. to S,
3from E. W. The grounds about the town of Kintore,
which has had on the one fide, the head of the foreft, and
@ the other, lies along the haughs of the Don, are flat ; the
rifing is gradual to the W. and S. W. to the N. and to the
L.the rifing is more fudden to hills ; but the S. part of the
prrith, till you come to a ridge that bounds the pariih, is
m general marfhy. Yet the marfhes empty themfelves in-
to2 fiream that runs paft Kintore, which fhows them to be
coofiderably above the level of Kintore. The other fireams
geuerally run from the weft into the Don. The haugh here
isbroad, and following the windings of the Don,  near 3
miles long ; it is very deep in foil, and is enriched by the
wverfowings of the river, aad needs no manure, for the ri-
ver

¥ In the year 1954, or 1755, that part of the parifh of Kinkell, which
lstothe weft of the Don, viz. the lands of Creechy and Thainftown,
were by decreet, annexed to Kintore, and the other part to Mount-kiggie,
3w alled the parith of Kinkell, or Keithhall, and in 1760 the annexzation
wek place, by the death of the incumbent at Kinkell. This parith
belonged formerly to the Prefbytery of Aberdeen, butby an aét of Synod
@ 1722, was for a time annexed to Gariach, and has continned in that
P"“’Ny ever fince.
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ver runs fo flow, that it has more the appearance of 2 lake
than.a torrent. In a flood, the river is fometimes more
" than a mile broad. Though thefe floods enrich the foil,
they often mud the grafs and hurt the crop ; and if they hap-
pen after zhe ear is formed, and before it comes out, they
totally deftroy it. The great flood that was on the x7th
of September 1768, carried away the moft of the crop, it
being all cut down, and but little of it led off from the
haugh. The town is alfo in apparent danger of the river
breaking in upon it, efpecially when fhoals of ice come down,
which cut the deep banks. Yet the many turnings and
windings of the river, both make a pleafant profpe&, and
moiften and enrich that large tra& of haugh. The hill of
Creechy and Thainflown, on the N. W. is the bigheft
ground in the parith, more than 100 feet above the bed of
the river at the top; from that there runs fouthward be-
" tween Kintore and Kemnay, a ridge of hills, little lower 3
and at the fouth extremity of the parith, almoft at right
angles,aridge turns eaftward, and terminates at a place called
Wardhoufe. Near the river, the foil is a rich loam, bat
mixed with fand, and gradually in going from the river
weftward, it becomes of worle quality. More than half of
the parilh is covered with a ftout dry heath, and in the
places at a fmall diftance from the town, the arable fields
are furrounded by heath, not fix inches long. The marfh
farms, have their foil in many places black, partaking of
the nature of the adjacent peat-mofs.

Rivers and Mills—The Don is the only river which
touches this parith; it bounds the parifh on the N. W.
N. N.E. and partly on the E. It produces falmon, which
are caught both by the net and rod, and are fold from 4 d.
the pound in the fpring, to 2d. in fummer. It produces

alfe
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aHo trout, eel, pike, and fometimes a kind of flounder, but
thefe are feldom fold. A ftream rifes in the marfhy parts
of the parifh, and enlarges fo as to have three water-mills in
its courfe ; for the firft and longeft part of its courfe, it is
called the Sherrif-burn ; but when it goes on, it is called the
Co\nning-burn, from a burrow of conies that was kept here ;
and near Kintore, where it falls into the Don, the burn of
Tuaack. There isanother mill upon the Don. The moft
part of the parifh is thirled to a mill ; none now except the
fmall heritors of Kintore pay multure. They pay for fer-
vice, called £rave/bip, the 33d peck.

Population.—By the return made to Dr Webfler, the
number of fouls then, was 830.—No proper account can be
given of this fubje& for any time paft, though the people
formerly were certainly more numerous than at prefent.
The old parifh, before the annexation, was faid to contain
between 700 and 800 fouls ; and abeut 200 were added by
the annexed part of the parith of Kinkell. It contains
at prefeat, including the town, 862 fouls, whereof 392 are *
males, and 470 females. The knitting of flockings, partly
accounts for the proportion of females, though that manu-
fallure is much on the decline, and the price reduced, fince
loom frames have been fo much improved; and many of
the miales learn trades, and go to other places, there being
no tradefman or manufalturer here of any kind, but what
are neceffary for the work in the parith. Baptifms in 1793,
were 13, 8 males and 5 females. Average of births
for 5 years paft 16, ditto of marriages 6, ditto of deaths,
or rather burials 14. The air is healthy, and the people
not much liable to confumptions, fevers, or epidemical
diffempers. Many of the inhabitants live till between 8o
and 93. One farmer lately held his plough, till feveral
years above 8o.

Live
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" Live-ftock, Cultivation; & c~—There ar€ at prefent in the
parith (exclufive of the town) 106 horfes, 8oo black cat-
tle, and near 25c0 fheep. One very intelligent far-
mer has, for more than 20 years, given an excelient exam-
ple of improving his land, by bringiag in barren patches,
ditching; draining, liming, raifing turnip, fowing grafs,
&c. and his neighbours, who were not much difpofed to
follow the earlieft improvers in the parifh of Kinellar, that
Irad other means of living tiran by their farms, are now be-
ginning to fee the benefit of following his example. A
better kind of plough is introduced, and carts, which 4o
years ago were unknown, are now generally ufed inftead of
creels and packets and curracks, as they were called, which
did Iittle work, with more oppreffion to man and horfe.
There is another farmer in the parifh that occupies a farm,
(on which 10 oxen and a proportional number of horfes
were formerly ufed), without any family or fervice, but
himfelf and a houfekeeper. He alone manages a plough
with four horfes and two cattle, on a farm abounding with
rocks and great ftones, carries a fpade. in his plough, and
makes work that i3 far from bad; and he threfhes, dries,
and manages his grain himfelf. There is no manure in the
parifh but dung and a mixture of foils, to which th=y now
add lime from Aberdeen. ' The chief produions are oats,
barley, pcafe, potatoes, and lately turnip is raifed in confi-
derable quantities : The advantage of turnip for cleaning
and improving the ground, and alfo for rearing and fatten-
ing cattle, is now generally known. A confiderable quan-
tity of oat-meal and barley, above what+the parifh needs,
is fold every year in Aberdecn, and a great part of the
rent of the parifh is paid in thefe two articles.’ There is
reared and fold every year from this parith, anddriven
fouth, a number of black cattle ; but this part of the coun-
try has never been able to raife a fufficient fupply of good

horfes. The price of every thing here. is much the fame
: as
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as at Aberdeen, from which the 11th mile-ftone is in the
town of Kintore.—The eftate of Kintore, till the prefent
Earl fucceeded, had been in general long out of leafe, and
confequently little would be done to the houfes ; but fince,
in r782, he gave new leafes, farm-houfes have been much
improved ; for this he gives encouragement; but a num-
ber of fubtenants or cottagers have been removed, from an
apprehenfion of the moffes wearing out. The old parith is
better provided in fuel than the new part, which has no
mofs at all ; the moffes in general in this country are faft
wearing out *.
Patron,
® Seed-time and Harvefl.—~Outs are fown from the beginning of March
till the middle of April; near the river, where the foil is, warm, they may
be a fortnight later in fowing than others, and will reap a fortnight foon-
er. Barley is fown from the middle of April to the middle or cnd of
May ; but the earlier in that time the better, as often frofts and mildews
in barveft blat the bear, and prevent its filling. Harveft is genemlly
from the beginning of Auguft to the middle of October. Turnip gene-
rally is fown about the longeft day. In fome bad feafons, the harveft is
better. The parith has fuffered much from thefe: in 1732, harveft was
not doae in November, and in 1783, the bad feed made a very fcanty crop;
bat in 1790, had there not been plenty in fome of the neighbouring
parifhes, this parith would have fuffered much more by a thunder ftorma
that happened upon the 3oth of July, accompanied with inceflant thowers
of uncommonly large hailftones pointed, and many of them meafuring 2
inches round. They fell in fuch quantities as to cover the ground in &
great part of this parifh, for-more.-than 24 hours, and it was more than 2
days before they were all diffolved. The hail covered a.tra@ of country,
betwreen 8 and 10 miles, from weft to eaft, and 4 in breadth, beginniag in
the parithes of Midmer sad Clunie, on the wett, coming. over fome part
of Monymufk the mofs of Kenmay, and of-this parith, and fpending itfelf
in Fintray. The greateft cloud divided in two, when it bad pafled over
this parifh, and come to the moor between this and Kinellar; the largeft
divifion tarned down the Don to Fintray, and s fmaller tamed upon the
pucith of Kinellar. It did Jittle damage in that.parith, cxcept where the
large branch came over their baughs.  This hail, with the froft that na.
tanally followed, totalty deftroyed the bariey, and moft of the potatoes,
1od very much damaged the oats xud the tumip. The harvett of 1789
wis very bad, and the laft and greatet flod, tue 8th and gth of Novem-

moﬁ';;emndcrofthecmpfmmourhn‘h Pric
rice
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Patron, Hertors, Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The Eart
of Kintore is patron, and alfo chief heritor of the pa-
rith. He has no refidence in it. The only other
heritor without the burgh is Duncan Forbes Mitchell,
Efg; of Thainflone, who has a refidence in it. That
eftate is faid to have belonged fome time to the Thanes
of the county; but while the Forbeffes poffefled it be-
fore the Mitchelfs, it was called Cammieftane, which is

3 ftin

" Price of Labour.—The wages of common mechanicks, who only work

- for the neighbourhood, is much the fame as in other parifhes already pu-
blithed. Day labourers get 6d. in fummer, and 4d. in winter, befides
vi@uals; it is not many years fince 6 d. and even 5 d. a-day without vic.
tuals, were their wages. The wages of farm-fervants bave increafed rapid-
ly for fome years patt. A fervant, who two years ago would have atked
little more than L. 5 a.year, for the moft laborious part of a farmer’s
work, nowafks from L. 8 to L. to. This it is known, proceeds partly from
the great demand for fervants, to manufacturers and to undertakers, for
different branches of work # but it is chiefly owing to the humour that for
fome time paft has prevailed among landed gentlemen, for turning out cot-
tagers. It is acknowledged, that country cottagers are the feed of fer-
vants, and their fituation more favourable for health, induftry, and good
morals, than a fituation in the vicinity of a great town; and where a
country is much depopulated of them, the dearnefs and fcarcenefs of la-
bourers to work, muft be felt firt indeed by the farmers, but muft foon be
felt by the landed gentlemen themfelves, im hindering the increafe of their
rents, and even bringing them down, and impeding the improvement of
their land. Indeed the prefeat wages, and maintenance of fervants, are
much more than the rent of many of our farmers. This makes it the morc
neceflary to take off the moft impolitic duty upon the coal ; taking that
off, would foon increafe the revenue, by increafing the number of people
who pay taxes, for it would encourage gentlemen to have their eftates
better peopled again; and it would render the work about peats moftly
unneceffary, which is at prefent the whole fnmmer-wqu of moft farmers,
and it would enable them to employ their labour and horfes, more ufe-
fully, in improving their farms; and I would not wonder, if purchafing
coal were in the power of crofters, to hear foon of heritors, in their leafes
‘obliging their tenantsto keep fo many families of cottagers.
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il the name of a farm upon the eftate. There are befides |

thefe 16 heritors of borough lands *.—The ftipend is nearly
10 chalders of viual, and nearly a third of the viGual is
bear, and L. 11, 13 5. in money, and sbout g acresof a glebe.
The manfe was built in 1784, and the church confiderably
repaired foon after the annexation took place, and new
bfts put in for the additional number in the parith.
There was bequeathed by one James Davidfon, a native
of Kintore, a fum for an annual fermon at this church ; but
by his fifter liferenting the money, the appointment has
nt yet taken place. The fchoolmafter has L.y falary,
and, at an average, 30 fcholars in winter, and 20 in fum-
mer. The feffion-clerk fee, with the perquifites, may be a-
boutL. 3, 12s. The {chool-dues the fame as in neighbour-
ing parifhes. The prefent fchoolmafler is alfo Poftmafter.
~There are about 25 perfons on the poors roll, who are
fupported by the weekly colletions, (amounting, at an
average, to about L. 14 annually), the pall dues, penalties,
tent of pews in the church, and the intereft of near L. 200
mortified money.

Higbways and Bridges—Two highways from Aberdeen
pafs through the parith; they feparate at the entry to this
parith, from Kinellar, near the gth mile-flone. One of them
runs ffiraight weft throngh this parith, and paft the rath
nmile-fione into Kemnay, and proceeds up Don fide. The

other turns N. W. through Kintore, Inverury, &ec. to In-
vemes. The 14th mile-flone is near the bridge of Inverury. '

Vor. XIII. M . . On

¢ The forefathers of one of them, of the name of Hill, have poffefied
between 6 or 8 acres from time immemorial, and they pretend to have s
charter from Robert Bruce. Another of the name of Smith poffefies a
piece of ground, which is faid to have been given to one of his forefa-
thers by King James V. for entertaining higa when paffing through thiy
place in difguife.

il
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On this road, over the Don, about three years ago, was buile
4 very elegant bridge of three arches, the middle arch 6 5 feet
wide, and the other two §§5 feet each. There are alfo brid-
gesover all the brooks on the highways. The roads are bet-
ter in this parifh than in many parithes around, as we have
much fand and gravel for making them ; and on the ground
between Kintore and Inverury, the foil being fandy, the
road needs no making at all. The roadsare made by the
ftatute-labour, or commuted at xs. 6d. for the fix days ™.

. Forefts—There have not been for fome centuries, any
remains of the old forefts, only large trunks of black oak
have been often found in the river and haugh ; the mofles
abound with fir, and oak roots very large are found in the
neighbourhood. A large plantation of fir and other wood
planted near the caftle of Hall Foreft, in the memory of ma-
ny perfons yet alive, is now all cut down and the grouad
planted again ; the fir wood of it was reckoned the beft of
our low country wood, and the prefent Earl of Kintore,
fince he came to the eftate and honours in 17%8, has plant- -
ed a large foreft of feveral hundred acres, and there are two
confiderable plantations of Scotch fir, well grown, on the

’ hill

_ ® Names of Places—The old names of places are generally Gaelic,
fuch as Creechic, ‘Fillibin, Drumoalieath, Blairs, Anquhiten, Dalwearie,
and probably Tavelty, the old road to Aberdeen, called the Rufhlach,
part of the prefent rbad called the Skair, the» fordy of Tillikae and Pit-
curn, with many names of fields. On the extremity and'top of an hill
bordering with Skene, is Hardboufe, an Englith name, which, though it
has no veftige of a camp, nor of an houfe better than ordinary, has pro-
bably had a ‘watch and guard kept on it in perilous times ; for this, the
fituation defcribed before, renders it very proper, efpecially, as it ftands
pn ground nearly as high as any in the parith, and has an extenfive pro.
fpect both to north and fouth, and many hills at a diftance are feen
from it, even the Grampian hills, sod to the north, much of the Garioch,
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hill of Thainftown and Creechy, one belonging to Mr Mit-
chell of Thainftown, and the other to Lord Kintore.

Antiguities and Traditions.—I fhall for the fake of pre-
fervation give all the traditions that I have learned, how-
ever unimportant fome of them may appear. I have alrea-
dy mentioned the Foreft, and the Caftle of Hall Foreft,
which has been very ancient. A part of this foreft with
the caftle, was given by King Robert Bruce to Robert de
Keith, Great Marifchal of Scotland, after the battle of
Bannockburn, and it remains in the hands of his defcen-
dant the Earl of Kintore to this day, having been difpo-
aed m the laft century by the Earl Marifchal to his fon or
brother Sir John Keith, who was afterward created Xagl
of Kintore. It may be conjeGtured, that a part of what
was given to the Marifchal, was bounded by the Sheriff.
burn, which feparated it from the reft of the thire ; for,
when it pafles on from what had been the old march to the
freedom of Kintore, it lofes that name, and becomes the
Coney-burn and the burn of Tuach. There are the re-
mains of three ftone circles near one another, between Kin-
tore and Inverury, and there is a fourth in another place.
There is a tradition of a battle having been near Cam-
mieftane, where a general or chief, of the name of Camus
or Cambus, was {lain, and is buried. There is on the fide
of the highway, between Kintore and Inverury, a long,
aad to appearasee, an astificial trench or ditch, about 8 feet
deep, called Bruer's How, in which it is probable thet Ro-
bert Bruce concealed fome part of his army, for a particular
puspole, about the time of the battle of Inverury, or his
eagagement with the Cummines in this neighbourhood.
Upon the head of the hill of Creechy, it is faid, the Earl
of Huntly pitched his camp, when marching fouthward be-
fore the battle of Correechic ; and that having been warned

by
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by a wizard, to deware of Correecbie, and hearing the name
of this place, he took the alarm, thinking this to be that
place he was warned about, and he immediately decamp-
ed, and marched forth to the Hill of Fair ; in a hollow
place of which, called the How of Corrcechie, the engage-
ment was *.

Mifcdlaneous

® On the Jarge moor between this parith and Kinellar, llﬂnoﬂgh there is
no tradition about it, theré has fome time been either a battle, or a great
carnage in a flight : this appears by & great number of cairns. greater and
leffer, that are upon it. In taking up one of the larger cairns fome years
ago, for building fences on his farm, Mr John Lumfden in Bog-heads
found in the outer or higher part of the cairn, feveral pieces of a black
fubftance, lighter than cinder, with dots of a different colour, and perforated
as for being firinged. When he came to the bottom and centre of the
cairn, he found fomething like a coffin, formed of long ftones astificially
pout together, is or sear which coffin, (for as it was difordered and filled
with the earth in raifing, he is ot fure which), there was a large ring,
that would contain two or three fingers, of a ‘ubftance ltke veined marble,
and an urn containing haman hair. Thefe things appeared tv every per-
fon here that has feen them, to have been before the days of Chritianity
in this country. The articles dug up, he fays, are at prefent in the hands
of the Earl of Buchan, where they may be feen. There is alfo on the
fame moor another larger cairn. where probably one of the chiefs
has been buried ; butI have nevér heard an anclent or & Gaelic name to
any of the cairns. There lies upon the eaft fide of Kintore, near the Don,
an artificial mount of earth, called the Caftichill, which probably at firft
ferved for @ Law, and afterwards for a watch tower ;. for I am informed,
that, upon any fudden invafion of the country, it was one of the places
where fires were kimdled to fpread rthe slarm fjeedily throwgh Scotland ;
and indeed Kintore was a place much: reforted te in the days of the wars
that wege in Scotland, being not only a fine field, before there was much
tillage in the country, but centrical, and on the way north both from A-
berdeen and the paffages of the Grampian hills. . There is on the weft fide
of Kintore a marfh ftill called the-Rollo mire, which, with other adjacent
lands, is faid to have belonged to one of the name of Rollo, who fettled
and made a figure here foon after the days of William the Conqueror.
Xt is from this mire, and the river, which at this place is like ffanding wa-
ter, that the mildews rife, that in harveft fo often blight our barley crops.
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Mifeellaneous Obfervations—The people are in general
peaceable, and not given to feuds or divifions, charitable
and induftrious, ftrangers to luxury and vice ; and in the
Royal Burgh, not much given ‘to political fpeculations.
There are only two public houfes or taverns in the parifh,
and thefe are neceffary in Kintore for the great north road.
The advantages of the parith ate, good foil near the river,
eafily managed, and producing crops without manure ; the
fobriety and induftry of the people, and accefs to Aberdeen,
the principal market, not being difficult, and that there
are few fervices' or what is called bondage, required.
The difadvantages are thefe already pointed out, from the
overflowing of the river, nearnefs to Aberdeen, raifing
wages more than in places at a diftance, fhort leafes, none
of them above 19 years, though the heritors are not difpo-
fed to remove their tenants. It is faid, the entail upon the
lands of Kintore reftri®s from giving longer leafes than
19 years. lImproper divifion of farms is likewife a-difad-
vantage, rents not being exaltly proportioned, and that
there is in many farms a want of ftocking, owing to the po-

verty of the farmers.—If there are any mines in this coun-
try, they muft be of Iron, for all mineral fprings here are

impregnated with iron-ore, and fome of our ftones are co-
loured by the water; yet the flones here are generally of
the beft granite. Outliers, as they are called, abounding
in quantity, are more ufed than quarries, becaufe they are
both more eafily got at, and taking them away, clears the
ground.—There are few Diffenters from the Eftablithed
Church in the parith, only 2 families of Nonjurors, and
1 of Seceders. The living and drefs of the country-people
are much better within the laft fifty years, and even fince
T was fettled at Kintore. Inftead of country made ftuff,
which men formerly wore, they now purchafe cloth at
Aberdeen, and the women now ufe cardinals of different

kinds,

-
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kinds, inftead of plaids which they formerly ufed.—¥lefh "
provifions are much improved, and more generally ufed |
fince the introdu&ion of turnip-hufbandry.—The hills in ||
this parifh are all covered with heath; whereas in Skene,
to the S. E. and the united parifhes to the N. E. they are |
green and benty. Our green hills are a cold foil ; they par-
take of the nature of mofs, and fnow lies long and deep on -
them ; whereas hills, covered with heath, are fandy, and
.the adjacent foil is warm and earlier, the air is more
kindly, and the grain on fuch grounds is richer, yiclds bet-
ter, and is of better quality ; the country people fay, it is
Jharper and nearer the meal. ‘ '

NUM-
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NUMBER VIIIL

PARISH or STRATHMARTIN,

(Courr or FORFAR, STYNOD OF ANGUS AND Mzazys,
PrESBYTERY o DUNDEE).

By tbe Rev Mr ALEXANDER STRACHAN.

\

Sttuation, Extent and Soil.

THIS parith forms a part of that pleafant and delight-

fol Strath, anciently called Srathdighty. The deri-
vation of the name is uncertain. The parifh is very fmall,
being only about 2 miles fquare. The foil is light, part.
ly gravel, partly clay bottom. The air is healthy, and
the inhabitants in general long lived.

Proprictors, Improvements, Cattle and Produce—~There
are 2 heritors in the parith, Gaptain David Laird of Strath.
martin, and Walter Ogilvie of Tulledaph-hall. About
9 years ago, Captain Laird, who diftinguithed himfelf by
his gallant behaviour in the fervice of Government, during

the
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the late American war, bought the eftate of Strathmartin.
His lands have been moftly in his own puffeflion, fince he
purchafed the eftate. The greateft part of them is enclafed
with fubftantial flone fences, and in a high ftate of cultiva-
tion. He has lately let one of his farms, at L. 3, 2s. the
acre, another at L. 1, 10s. and 2 third at L. 1, s0s. Cap-
tain Laird has ere@ied a good dwelling-houfe, where the an-
cient fabric reared its head. The offices and garden are
at a diftance from the houfe. He has enclofed 200 acres of
the moor, called Clatto, in the fouth end of the parifh,
with an earthen fence: §o acres of it have been planted
with afh, elm, 8&c. which will in a little time relieve the
eye, that has been a long time hurt by the black heath.
150 acres of this moor are defigned for a farm; and ex-
cellent offices have been ere@ed on it. On 3 few acres of
this farm, which were ploughed laft feafon, a good crop of
turnips has been raifed. Thirteen old houfes have
been demolithed, on the eftate of Strathmartin, fince
the year 1785. Eight fubftantial houfes have been built
on or near their fites, each of which might contain 2 fmall
families ; they are covered with flate or tile. Several
new houfes have been erefted for tradefmen, and a good
houfe for a brewer, with a brewhoufe, malt-barn, kila
and bakehoufe. Mr Walter Ogilvie of Tulledaph.-hall,
has made very confiderable improvements on that eftate.
He hag enclofed a great part of his Jands, with excellent
ftone fences, and built fome good houfes for his tenants.
His farms are let from L.1 to L.2 the acre. People
who underftand the art of farming doubt if the produce
of fo light a foil, will enable farmers to pay fo higha
sent. .

The valued reat of the parith is L. 1180 Scotch. The
pasifh of Strathmartin was formerly very ill laid out, and
' 3 confequently
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confequently not very famous for cattle ; what is called the
Tunridge being common in every quarter of it; bat fince
the ronridge was abolithed, improvements have gene on
with fpirit. Oxen of a large fize have been intreduced
by the heritors, for the plough and wain. Horfes which
were bought twenty years ago from L. 7 to L. 12, now
coft from L.15to L.25. A confiderable number of cat-
tle, fince turnips began to be raifed, have been fed, and
fold not only by the heritors, but alfo by the farmers.
Calves have begun to be reared in abundance, for the mar-
ket, and farmers ufe. No theep are kept in the parifh, ex-
cept a few for private ufe, though formerly almoft every
farmer had a flock. The ground produces good oats, bar-
ley and peafe. The manure ufed here, is lime from Fife, -
brought to Dundee by water, marl from the mires of
Auchterhoufe parith, and compofts of dung and earth.
There are fome excellent ftone quarries in the parifh,

Water, Bridges and Mills.—The rivulet, commonly called
Dighty water, which has its fource in Lundie parith, and
Tuns into the frith of Tay, glides through the middie of this
parith. Some fine burn-trouts, and a few pikes and perches
of a middle fize, are to be found in it; they abound moft
in {pring, but are never caught for fale. By the exertions
of that public fpirited gentleman, David Laird of Strath-
martin, 2 bridgeshave been thrown over Dighty, one on the
road leading from Glammis to the Carfe of Gowry, and the
other on the road from Sidlaw-hill to Dundee. A bridge has
likewife been built of late over Dighty, to the eaftward, at
the expenfe of the corporation of bakers in Dundee. There
are 10 mills in the parith; 2 corn mills, 1 flour, 1 barley,
and 1 fulling mill, in the intereft of Captain Laird. On
Mr Ogilvies’ eftate, there is 1 corn, 1 fulling, and 1 lint

Vor. X111, N : mill.
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mill. In the eaft end of the parifh, are 2 flour-mills, o =
piece of ground feued fometime ago, by the town-council
of Dundee, and commonly called the mills of Baldovan,
and have been long held in tack by the baker corporatiosa
of Dundee.

Manfe, Stipend, Church, School, Poor, &Jc.—~The manfe
‘was built in 5975. It is a piece of good mafon work, but is
too fmall for the accommodation of a family. The offices
were built in hafte, and have undergone a repair, althoughs
finithed only in the end of the year 1775. The ftipend
is 30 bolls of barley, 32 bolls of meal, and L.26 : 14: %
in money, including L. 3 for communion-clements; which
is too fmall a living for a clergyman, who Has a numerous-
family. The teinds are exhaufted. The church was re-
built in 1799.—A new fchool, and houfe for the fchool-
mafter, were lately built on a {mall piece of ground, taken

" from the church-yard, with the confent of the prefbytery.
The fchoolmatter's falary is 100 merks Scots, and L. 1, 10 5.
as feflion-clerk. The number of fcholars in fummer is
from 20 to 30, and in winter, from 30 to 40. Theen~
couragement given to {choolmafters in this parifh and neigh~
bourhood, being {mall, they betake themfelves to land-
meafuring and marl gauging, or commence auioneers, and
thus the education of youthis negle@ed: a remedy for
this evil has long been defired.—The paor are maintained
by the weekly collettions, which amount to 2 s. or 3s.
each Sunday, and by the intereft of L. 150.

Population—According to Dr Webfter’s report, the
number of fouls then was 368. The following lift of

births, marriages, and deaths, is extrafted from the feflion
records. )

Years.
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Years.  Births.  Marriages. . Bunals.

1775, 14 X 1

1796, ° 8 _ 6

1777 Io 3 4

1778, 10 - i 1

1779, 12 1 3

1480, 1 . 3 6

1790 16 ) The regifter of marriages and bu-
1793 13 rials has been negleéted.

There are 340 fouls in the parith. The people in general
are quiet, peaceable, and well difpofed. In the parith, are
2 Antiburghers, and r Epifcopalian. Since the year 1770,
the wages of men-fervants, maid-fervants, and day labour-
ers are nearly doubled, owing to the flourithing ftate of ma-
nufa@ures and improvements in agriculture, in this neigh-
bourhood. There is a remarkable alteration to the better,
in the drefs of the parithioners, fince the year 1780.

Antiquities—On the weft fide of Clatto-moor, are the
traces of a camp. It is generally believed to have been
occupied by 2 part of Agricola’s army, and afterward by
Alpin, Wallace, and Monk. Tradition reports, that ¢ Wal-
4 lace pitch'd his camp on Clatto-hill, and ground his corn
« gt Philaw’s mill,” which is about half a mile from the
place where the traces of the camp are feen. To the eaft-
ward of Strathmartin houfe, there is a hill, called the Gal-
Jow-hill, on which the Lairds of Strathmartin, in the days
of fendal tyranny, exercifed their power in hanging for
petty offences. In the north end of the parith is a large
ftone, called Martin’s ftone, of which Gordon takes notice
in his Itinerary, (as belonging to the parith of Tealing.)
a Tradition
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Tradition fays, that at the place where the ftone is erected,
a dragon, which had devoured nine maidens, (who bad
gone out on a Sunday evening, one after another, to fetch
fpring water to their father), was killed by a perfon cal-
led Martin, and that hence it was named Martin’s flone.
There is alfo a ftone on the weft gate of the church-yard,
which has the figures of 2 ferpents upon it.

N UM
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NUMBER IX,
UNITED PARISHES or LIFF anp BERVIE,

(County oF Forrar, STNoD or ANGus AND MEARNS,
" PaesBYTERY oF DuNDEE.)

’

By the Rev. Mr Tuomas CoNsTABLE.

1

Union, Extent, Surface.

HE union of the parithes of Liff and Bervie took place
in Nov. 1758. Liff comprehended the old parifhes
of Logie and Invergowrie; both of which, as appears from
the records of the kirk-feflion, were united to it before the
middle of the laft century. But Logie, guoad facra, has from
the fameremote period, belonged tothe parifh of Dundee, and
2 confiderable proportion of the ftipend payable out of it,
been allowed to the minifter who has the charge of the
cpuntry parifh there *. On the W. and S. E. owing to
) the
* The motives to this tranfadtion cannot now be difcovered ; but
moft probably origimuted from the refative circumftances and connexion
#f both pari(hes, s part of Logie, as it is faid, having been formerly en-
i croached,
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the interfe@ions of the neighbouring parifhes, the form of
Liff and Bervie is very irregular. It may be reckoned, on
an average, 3 miles in length, and the fame nearly in
breadth. The appearance of the furfage is in general high-
ly pleafing. The ground rifes with an eafy afcent for the
fpace of 3 miles from the river Tay, except towards the
S.E. where the end of the hill of Balgay; which is very
moderate in height, and either wholly planted or cultiva-
ted, and a low narrow dale, extending from thence weft-
ward through the village of Bervie, intervene. Along
this agreeable expofure, are interfperfed houfes, trees, and
fields in culture. The higher grounds form, as it were, a
ridge, ftretching fomewhat obliquely from W.to E. Be-
hind thefe, is a bleak, extenfive tra& of moor, where are
fome thriving plantations of fir, but hardly’ any mark of
improvement or cultivation. This moor falls northward
in gradusl declivity,.and forms, with the oppofite grounds,
part of that Strath or valley, which beginaing in the parifth
of Lundie, and extending eaftward a few miles, is called
Strathmartin, an appellation given to one of the parifhes
adjoining this diftrit. In the middle of this ftrath, runs
a fmall and rdpid fream from the loch of Lundie, which
meets an additional fupply, collefted here from the hills
above Auchterhoufe, and is then called the water of Diéh-
ty. This brook is the northern boundary of thefe united
parifhes, dividing them from Auchterhoufe, and is nearly

parallel to the courfe of the Tay, the principal boundary
on

eroached upon by one of the principal ftreets of Dundee, Logie there-
fore, comprehending the lands of Logie, Blacknefs, and Balgay, as being
part of another fpiritual charge, falls not properly to be confidered in
this account of the united parithes of Liff, including Invergowsic ang

Bervie,
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wthe fouth. In this diftri&®, there are two other ftreams ;

" aae from the E. throogh Locheye, and another from the
W. which meet about half a mile from Invergowrie, be-
fore they fall into the Tay. After juntion, they are call-
e the burn of Invergowrie; and here, in the months of
March and April, fea-trout are fometimes found of 4 lbs. .
weight.

Clhimate, Cbalybeate Spring.—There are no endemial
ditempers. The air is pure and wholefome, owing in a
great meafure to the ebbing and flowing of the Tay on one
fide, and the ground rifing from it to a confiderable height
o the other. In one low and confined fpot, occupied
chiefly by manufaturers, few or no difeafes appear, that
are not common in the moft healthy fituations. Among the
oldet inhabitants, is a married couple, whofe joint ages
make 175, and who have lived together 59 years. There
are many of both fexes in this diftrit, whofe lives are pro-
longed to upwards of 8o years, Confumption and rheu-
matifm, diforders the moft fatal to fociety, efpecially in
the country, owing principally to the want of good and
comfortable accommodation among the poorer clafs of peo-
ple, are not more prevalent in this than in other quarters,
where the fame proportion of the people lead fedentary
livs. Nay, many perfons from Dundee, of delicate and
fickly con@titutions, have found their health greatly impro-
ved by a few months refidence here in fummer; and there
can be no doubt, that the chill wind and damp vapours
from the eaft, which prove fo unfriendly to the reftoration
of health, are lefs fenfibly felt here, than in places more
immediately adjoining the mouth of the river. In all ca-
fes, therefore, where fea-bathing is not required, this quar-
ter perhaps ought to be preferred.—There is a chalybeate.

{pring
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fpring at the village of Bervie, which was formerly re-
forted to with advantage, by valetudinary perfons in the
neighbourhood, but which is now in @o great repute.
From the tafte of the water, and the colour of it, when
mixed with fpirits, it would appear to be fisongly impreg-
nated with iron.

Population.—According to Dr Webfter’s report, the num-
" ber of fouls at that time was 1311. The namber of inha-
bitants at prefent in the weft part of this diftri&, compared
with the amount of the whole, bears no fort of proportion
to what it did at the beginning of this century, nor even
within 2 much fhorter period. Two oppofite caufes have
united to produce this remarkable difference : 1ft, The ali-
enation of the lands belonging to the fenars of Liff; and,
adly, The late introdution, and rapid incresfe of manu-
falures, to be afterwards explained, particularly in the eaft
quarter of this diftri®. The lands of Liff were part of an
- endowment to the monaftery of Scoon, and appear to have
been feued out by the commendator of that monaftery into
eight parts, about the time of the Reformation. This laid
_the foundation of a village, formerly denominated the
Kirkton of Liff, which from fundry particulars in the fef-
fion-record, but more efpecially from comparing the sum-
ber of eldersin it, with thofe in the other divifions of the
parith united, appears to have contained in 1650, one third
at leaft of the whole inhabitants, who, it is obfervable, ac-
cording to s report made by the minifter about that time
to the prefbytery of Dundee, amounted to 400 and up-
wards. This village continued to increafe, and was ina
flourithing ftate until fome time after the beginning of the
prefent century, when almoft the whole of thefe lands

in fen, came into the pofleflion of a principal heritor, and
in
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in confequence of the i nnprovements made by bis extended
pleafure-ground, and the excambion of glebe and other ‘lawds,
Iittle now remaids of the former appearance and conditiop
of this fpot. The villigéof Bervie, diftant about4 milefrom
that of Liff, has alfo in former times'been more confideruble.
At prefent, it feems to labour under peculiar difadvanti.
ges, and muft -in a fliort time ‘be entirely deferted, unléfs
thefe fhall be removed. But thongh population may have
declined in the weft, it has of late ycars increafed be-
yond the ordinary proportion in other quarters -of tis ‘aif-
tri@, particularly in the eaft, at Locheye and Milehoufe,
This will appear from comparing the number of ‘exami-
pable perfons in the years 1753 and 1792. By a futvey
of the inhabitants in January 1792, the number of exami.
nable perfons, or of thofe -above 10 years old, amounted
to - - - - I45%

By decreet of annexation for Liff and

Bervie, dated Augutt £753, .
The examinable pecfons in Liff were re-..
ported to be R 650
The examinable perfons in Bervie, 150 _
. 800
Increafe of examinable perfons from 1753 to 1793,
a fpace of 39 years, ' . - 65x

This unafual increafe has arifen chiefly from fome confide-
rable feus granted out of the eftate here, belonging to the
family of Lundie, between the years 1735 and 1740,
which proving convenient for manufaitures, has been fub-
feued fince that time, and is now remarkably filled with
inhabitants. New houfes are ereding on it every yesr;
buat no fort of attention is paid to form or methodmph‘

Vor. XI1IL o cing
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sing th;:n. : From the annexatien, thc mhabltmu of thc
parith-of Bervie have -rather . dimipithed thap increafed,
4o .that the. whole-addition made:.to the number of prople
Sz almaft 40 years in both parifhes, has been eatirely on
the fide of Liff *. It is further, to.he remarkqd, that at that
+period the.pppulation of both Liff and Bervie, was probably
amuch lefs than it bad been for many yeass before, at leaft
.during the mtctv;ﬂ hetween the improvements aboye men-~
Yioned, and the eftablifhment and grawth of manafaltures,
and henge that the amount of examinable perfons at the an-
.pexation of the parifhes, is not, ftrily {peaking, tp he con-
fidered ag ‘ponveying a proper idea of the ancient flate of
popnl;mon in this diftri®. The prefent number of the in-
ihabitant; amounts to 1790 ; Of this number, there are 339
weckoned ugder the age of ten, which falls fomewhat
fhort of the ufual proportion, owing to the late irregular
acceflion of fettlers, the frequent chiange of fervants, and
the various fuccefs of manufalures. ‘The native inhabi-
tants are few in comparifon with the firangers who have fet-
tled lately. - There are many of the former who are able
to trace their anceflors back for feveral generations ; and,
in particular, there is one family, who without any change
of circumftances, unlefs what has neceflarily been produ-
| by the gradual and flow operatlon of time, now inhe-
nt the fame fpot cultivated by their forefathers, prior tq
. -the mra of the Reformation.
\ e K The

e “Thole who_are’‘curious about inv;mgmons of this fort, may from

* the abéve: lccmnt,uldthe different enamerations given of the inhabitants
. of Liff, inform thenfelves pretty socurately of.the ftate of its popnlnﬁon
frgnﬁ,so t 1753y,8nd from thente down to 1792, nclndml + period of
no lefs than 142 years, .
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The houfeholders amount to - L 348
Of thefe, the nuniber of weavers, exclafive . *. . ..

of fervants, it - - - 173’
Brewers, who at fame time retail theirowh -~ . «
ale, - e e - g Coe
Retailers of sle and fpirits; - - . .. & " T
T-.hl, . - - L - - 13 A
&m " e " - , : .
Smiths, - - ‘4
lafau,aboutqofwhomhnmthchmfu
of theirparents, : *"-: - < ° gpg° :
Wrigiws, ‘- . - 1 ~
Flaxdreffers, -+ <. . - s .
Day-labourers, s - i sy
Carters, - - " e 10
S .

Twa tefiding hexi:qrs; fgmpts,.fcnats, {mall . te-
nants, and a few females, houfeholders, make
up the remsinder, amounting to about - 68 -

Marriages, on ah average of 6 years, ending January
1793, according to the record of the kirk-feffion, amount-
ed to 15; baptifms to §8;-and burials to 29. In cafes
of marriage here, it often happens, that the man is far
lefs advanced in life than the woman he marries. The for-
mer depends much on the experience of the ]atter, and
geserally too on the favings of her induftry, to enable him
to begin with fome comfost a. married life : This difparity
of ‘years happening oh the fide of the- womaa, mnﬁ needs
be a hinderance t6 population *.
Soil,
® The regifter of baptifms efpecially in’ fo populons & difkric® as this,
is ot 2o be confidered as giving an accurate accomnt of the lgsths in ity;
. Childrea
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Soil, Agnc-burn Uc—Thqfollvmesm dlﬂ'erat ph-
ces, but in general that of the higher grounds is light,
mixed with fand, and has fometimea rock for its bottom, and
fometimes mortar. The lower grounds are either of a black
foil, inclining to loam, or of clay. At prefeat upwards.of
2000 acres are divided into 12 farms, none of them coatain-
ing lefs than 100 acres, and one 400 nearly. The remaining
grounds in the difiri&, sllowing for about 400 acres plan-
tation, and perhaps even mote. for -roads and moor or
wafte, particularly towards the extreme boundary :on the
north, are for the moft part occupied by fmaller tenants, or
by feuars. Some of the more confiderable farms have
rented of late at two guineas an acre ; but one half of thefe
being either liferent tenures, or held upon . old leafes, the
medium rent of the whole cannot be eftimated higher than
from L. 1, §s. to L. 1, 10s. Smaller holdings rife in va-
lne, in proportion to their vicinity to Dundee, ‘thofe efpe-

. cially

Children that wre Rill born, or die unbaptizsed, are never mentioned in
the public regifier ; befides, there are pareats, who fometimes from ne-
gle&, and fometimes from pu{inouy. ‘do not infert in it their childrens
names, and by Diffenters this duty is often amitted entirely. Some aRéw-
_ance may likewife be neceflary refpeQing the desths bere. Masy perfons
from other quartess having lettled of late. years in this djftri@,. fome of
thefc after death.are conveyed to the parithes whence they eame, and
others’ are interred privately in the ncnghbourm‘ chun‘h-)ud of Lo‘le.
which appertains te thefe united parifhes, but bas become more’ the’ bui-
gial place of people from Dundes. Aad in all.cxfes, unie(s. thermmrtcioth
hore be ¢alled far, (which is fometimes prevented, in the inftapca pf bu-
rials at Logie, by private mortcloths being hired cheaper in Dundee,)
2o meation is made in the record of the perfons deceafed. The burying-
ground in each of thefe united pasifhes is Rill kept facred for the recep-
tion of the dead; but the church-yard of Liff, and next to it, that of
Logic, are mof frequently uRd. - Very few in comparifon sre buried in
Bervie, and in Invergourie sot sbove two burials on an aversge will hep -
pen i the year.
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cally thit are calculated for a refidence to an induftrious
aad poor family, and which confift only of a houfe, and
ome or more acres of land. Accordingly, while the village
acres about Liff and Bervie, upwards of 4 miles from mar-
ket, pay a rent of L. 3 a-year, thofe of far inferior quali-
ty in Locheye and Milehoufe, (fo called to mark the di-
fiance from Dundee), originally feued between 1735 and
1740 at 10s. an acre, yiclded fome years ago L. 3 feu-duty ;
and in one place adjoining the late turnpike-road, they now
gve L. 5 or L.G. As the fame line of road paffes through
the lefs inhabited quarter of this diftriét on the north, a
confiderable tra& of ground in the ftrath or valley mention-
ed there, which, for the moft part, is now rated only at a-
bout 10s. the acre, may be expeed in time to rife in
value. The fituation is precifely fimilar to that of Loch-
eye, but farther removed from market, and the land in
geacral feems more fufceptible of improvement and culti-
The method of cropping muft needs be fuppofed to va-
ry according to. the difference of foil and expofure; but
evea ‘where thefe are the fame, one fixed and pniform ro-
tation is not yet adopted. On one or two farms, where 2
regular mode . of .oultivinion is going.forward, the fucceflion
of crops is as follows : 1/, Oats ; 24, Fallow; 34, Wheat;
b, Tarnip and. potatoes; §¢b, Barley, with grafs-feedss
und, lafily, two. years. grafs,  cut the £irt year aed. paflured
the riemt. Lint tad peafe make fometimes.a patt of the
green coep; bot; in.gdneral, not much of either is fown. Ia
thie Bighter foil, wheredf -a ltrge ‘proportion of this .diflsi@
is compofed, bothi fallow . and wheat are often laid down.
Marl is fometimes einployed as.. 2 manure from the neigh-
boutiag parith of Foulis, efpecially in the higher grounds
3 towards
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towards the north and weft, and in the back moor of Liff
but lime is generally preferred, and is brought fometimes
from England, and fometimes acrofs the Tay from the
oppofite county of Fife, and landed at Invergourie. Be-
fides the dung made on their farms, tbe farmers are often
obliged to get an additional fupply from Dundee; and
every lading of a cart and pair of horfes from thence, cofts
them no lefs than 1s. 6d. exclafive of tolls and ‘carriages
The beft improved land here rarely yields above 10 bolls
of wheat or any other grain the acre. Iaftances have in«
« deed occurred of much higher returns than this, but they
are too rare to be confidered as a ftandard by which to efti-
mate the produce in general. A confiderable part of the
diftri& is enclofed with flone fences, but few of the enclos
fures, however, remain long in grafs for pafture or gre:
zing; thofe that are let for this purpofe are rouped an.
| nually, and bring from L. 3, 30s. to L. 3 Sterling the
acre. :
The Scotch plough, with amendments, is in cemmont
ufe :- At the fame time, from the late general fpecnlation
- and improvements on this ufeful machine, it has become
more than ever an obje® of attention both here and in the
neighbourhood, and many farmers are at great pains to
have their ploughs fathioned after the moft approved mo-
dels. It is the pradice to employ two horfes in each
plough, unlefs the occafion - renders the addition of ane o
more neceflary. Two thirething machines have heen ere@e
ed’ for fome time; they go by means of horfes, and are
Jooked upon s ufeful both in refpe@ to: profit and: conves
nience. There are 5 con-mills, 2 flour-mill, a fuff-dnill,
end three mills for cleaning yarn. . Thirlage and kain are
ftill continued upon fome lands, but thefe foem the only
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exsions of which the farmers and fmaller tenants haye to
somplain.

The number of draught horfu ahout 180, and of thefc
not above a dozen or fifteen may be faid to'be kept for
convenience, or for any purpofe but that of hufbandry.
Very few horfes.are bred here or in the country around,
and accordingly their price has advanced beyond all former
expeQation.  Forty pounds Sterling is now confidered as a
very moderate price for a pair of ordinary cart-horfes, and
they are feldom te be had for lefs than fifty. Milch cows

are very numerous, every family almoft, whether with or
without land in their poflcflion, having one or more of
them. No attention is paid, efpecmlly by the poorer fort:
of people, to their breed, and in general they are of a di-
minutive fize, Their number may amount to 382. In
Locheye and Milehoufe alone there are about 117 for.the
ufe of the families in that quasrter. But neither there, nor
in ome or two places more of this diftri&, are the cows and
horfes maintained by the produce of the land in poffeffion
of their refpe&tive owners. A very confiderable fhare of
the provifion neceffary for them is purchafed from the
peighbouring farmers, who find it their iatereft often to
anfwer demands of this fort, by expofing to fale in diffe-
rent lots, one or more fields of ftanding corn, grafs, or tur-
nip, as they can beft fpare of each. In this way it happens,
that in fome years a confiderable quantity of oats and bar-
ley is brought from neighbouring parifhes into this diftri&,
but this is nothing equivalent to the different kinds of
grain, and of barley efpecially fold out of it. The yearly
amount of what is thus difpofed of, cannotbe accnrately af-
eemmed itis, however, certain that, unlefs in years of
exmoldmaryfcnrmty, this diftri@ will do far more than
faipport itfelf. Befides, there are feveral portions of land
sow lying wafte and negle@ted, which, if properly impro-

’ ved,
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ved, would fully indemnify both the expenfe and trouble.
There are a good number of calves reared, and fome cattle
alfo are fed for the market ; but this praitice is by no means
univerfal. 'The market-town is Dundee, where there is a
ready fale for grain of every fort, hay, milk, butter, cheefe,
poultry, &c. And to thofe who have not the means of
fabfiftence within themfelves, every article except potatoes
is as high as in Dundee, where the expenfe of living ‘has
increafed of late, with the indultey and wealth of the inha-

—_~"" bitants. ' It is a pleafure to fay, that the principal farmers

are in general accommodated with good houfes, but the
dwellings of the fmaller tenants, and indéed of the great
bulk of the inhabitants, are as yet ill adapted enher for
healzh or ‘comfort *,

ManufaBures—This diftri&, from feveral portions of it
being let in ¢rofts or {mall pofleflions, is highly favourable
to the eftablithment and growth of manufalures. Hence,
in every hamlet within its bounds, as Liff, Bervie, Den-
head, 8c. the weaving of linen cloth has become the
principal employment. But the quarter which is both the
mdft populous, and contains the greateft number of manu-
falturers, is that firip of land, which having on the fouth the
hill of Balgay; and forming with it a narrow valley, is com-
prehended under the names of Locheye and Milehoafe. The

peculiar

% They are kept however neat and clean, aad this tafte may foon lead
to fubfsatial improvements. . The common wages of & pl.yghman, from
1.8 to L.30 a.year, cither with his vituals in his mafter’s houfe, or 3
pecks of oat-meal a-week, and a proportional quantity cf milk for fubfi(-
tence by himfelf. The wages of women-fervants, L. 3, including boun-
ties or prefents, which however ait Ripulated for. The hire of a day-
laliourer fram 9 4. to 1. ‘with his vituals ; byt for two years pafl, it ha
rifon beyond this, owing chiefly to the.centraC work dons upen the new
toads leading from Perthfhire through this county.
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| peculiar attraions ofthis fpot to manufalurers, befides its
being in the country, and at a convenient diftance, either for
carrying what they can fpare to market in Dandee, or for
bringing neceflaries from thence, are thefe : 1/, The pro-
mife of 2 fixed refidence, almoft the whole land having
been fubdivided into fmaller feus and pofleffions, a fami-
ly, according as they are able, may either purchafe or rent,
what will ferve for a commodious habitation. ad, Every
web of cloth, as foon as it comes from the loom, may-here
be difpofed of, without the trouble and expenfe of convey-
ing it for fale to a diftance. The firfk merchant weavers
were, a family of the name of Coonck, who continue ftill in
the fame line, with much credit and advantage to them-
felves, and to whofe induftry and example this diftri is
principally indebted for its prefent flourithing condition.
Bat 3d, What above every other advantage has tended to
enhance the value of this fpot to manufafturers, and without
which it might have remained flill in its original unim-
proved flate, is a fmall brook or ftream, that paffes from
Milehonfe weflward, throygh Locheye, and furnifhes a fup-
ply of water for boiling and bleaching, as much as js ne-
ceflary of the cloth manufa@ured in the diftri®. Thefe
caufes combined, point out Locheye and Milehoufe asa
highly convenieat ftation for manufalturers. The houfe:
bold linen made in this diftri& is not worth mentioning,
and the number ;of Ofnaburghs is comparatively fmall.
The ftaple manufaéture is. coarfe linens, which are carried
to London, fome of them for confumpt in Britain, others
for exportation. They are named from their breadth,
as yard wides, 3 quarter wides, and wide thin linens, and
the price of each fort is regulated by the quality of yarn
of which it is made, according to the market. A very
fmall propertion of the yarn made ufe of, is {pun in this dif- -
i3, though feveral women apply themfelves to it ; every
Vor. XIIL | weaver



-

114 Statiftical Account

weaver being for the moft part fupplied with that article
from Dundee. Some of the cloth manufa&ured is fold by
individuals at firft hand, at Dundee and Inchture ; but the
quantity thus fold does not amount to more than is pur-
chafed by the merchant weavers in this diftri&, from neigh-
.bouring parifhes, who, therefore, may be faid to deal to the
- extent of the whole cloth manufeured here. The mer-
chant weavers are § in number, and are themfelves included
in the lift of operative manufa&urers. All of them, one
excepted, who buys to the greateft extent, difpofe of their
whole ftock either in Dundee or Perth, or Cupar of An-
gus, preferring a {fmaller gain at home, to the ritkk of a
greater in the hands of corre{pondents at Losdon. Almoft
half of their cloth is bleached before it is fold, and of late
they have adopted the method, of what is termed here dry-
bleaching, which is nothing more than after boiling the
cloth in water, mixed with a due quantity of pot-athes, to
wath the lees from it, and leave it to whiten on the ground
by the action of the fun and weather, without, as former-
ly, {prinkling water upon it. The cloth by this means is
equally well bleached, and much labour as well as expenfe
is faved. The following is a pretty accurate flatement of
the webs manufaltured in one year, and the prices at which
they are commonly fold by the manufa&urers.

Webs. Price.
3800 yard wides, and 3 quarters wides,
at L.2, 10s. the web, L.gs500

550 yard wides, atL.2, 12, - 1430
150 3 quarter wides, atL. 3, - - 450
60 ditto, atL. 4, - - 240

300 Ofoaburghs,  atL.3, - - ‘900

4860 L. xa;szo.
: Of
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Of the above webs, 2830 were bleached, and in that ftate
being fit for thirting and many important ufes, the profit at
fecond hand is more confiderable than that on the green or
unbleached.” Confidering the number of weavers who are
houfeholders, and that feveral among them keep 1 or 2
fervants, or more properly apprentices, it may perhaps be
expeed, that a third more cloth at leaft fhou'd be manu-
faltured in the year within this diftri&®. In reply, this much
may be obferved, that fome of thefe houfeholders are at an
advanced period of life, that the greater part have more
or lefs to do of rural labour on their finall pofleflions, and
that many quit their own employment entirely, and en-
gage with the neighbouring farmers, in the time of harveft.
It would tend greatly to promote and encourage manufac-
tures here, were a ftamp-office eftablifhed as at Inchture
and Meigle *.

Antigusties~Bnder this head may bg mentioned a tem-
ple, called Druidicial, meafuring in circumference about 43
yards. A Roman camp, as defcribed by Maitland in his
hiftory of Scotland, which, from its vicinity to the frith of
Tay, he confiders as having been one of thofe which, ac-
vording to Tacitus, /n vita Agric. contained occafionally
both the land and fea forces. There were obvious traces
of this camp remaining a very few years ago, which the
plough has fince entirely effaced. The fpot, however, is
ftill ditinguithed, being known by the name of Carzer
Milley, evidently a corruption of the words guaruor mille,
meaning thereby to exprefs either the number of troops
alembled in this fortrefs, or the diftance of the encamp-

ment

® The number of looms employed in this diftri¢t, amounts to 296; ap-
preatices and fervants to 104.
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ment from fome other ftation. Within the confines of this
diftri& on the eaft, is a place named Pitalpie or Pit of Al-
pin, from its being the fcene of that memorable engage-
ment in the gth century, between the Pi&s and Scots, in
which the latter were routed, and Alpin their king, with
many nobles, flain *. Near to the prefent church, and im-
mediately within Lord Gray’s inclofures, are fome remains
of the foundation of a caftle, long known in the country by
the name of Harly Haukin. It is now impoffible to judge
with any certainty of its original dimenfions, but it has evi-
dently been of confiderable fize and ftrength, and furround-
ed on all fides, except the north, by a pretty deep natural
foflé. In digging about the remains, burnt afhes were found
and an iron fpur, of the kind long ago worn. It was built
by Alexander I. King of Scotland, and the hiftory of it
tends to throw light on the ancient ftate of this diftir& ¢.
Iavergourie,

& The King’s head, after the battle, being faened to a pole, was
carried by the enemy to Abernethy, at that time the molt confiderable
Pi@ifh town, to be expofed there to public view ; but his body, according
to tradition, was buried at Pitalpie. On the top of a little hill eaft of
Pitalpie, is Qill to be feen a large ftone, called The King's Crofs, baving
s hole in the middi> about a foot deep ; as the Scots were encamped, it
is faid, at no great diftance from the Tay, the King may bave fixed his
ftandard in this . ne. Not very remote from this is another little hill,
in which were difcovered cight or ten graves, having the bottom, fides,
and top of flag-tones. The head of each grave was due weft. The
bones mouldered away on being touched.

1 -Alexander, according to the cuftom in thofe days; having a dona~
_ tion made him at his baptifm, by the Earl of Gourie, his godfather, of
the lands of Liff and Invergourie, ne fooner fucceeded to the throne, than
he began to erect this palace, as Fordoun calls it. He was not however
long permitted to remain in it without being difturbed. Some of his fol-
lowers or attendants from Mearns and Murrayfhire, having joined in &
confpiracy to feize on his perfon, the plot was difcoversd, in the moment
they

I
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Iavexgourie, us 2 place of Chriftian worthip, is of remote
' aatiquity, and perhaps the moft ancient on this fide the
Tay. Thefirft church was built by Boniface *, a legate or
miffionary, on his landing there with fome attendants from
Rome, during the 7th ceatury. The fame perfon pro-
ceeding iato the ioterior parts of Angus, founded other
churches. The walls of the church of Invergourie, ufed in
hater times, are flill very eatire ; but they indicate no fupe-
dor antiquity or workmanthip, and are probably thofe of
a fabgic lefs ancient than the firfl. The church-yard is
on an eminence of a fingular fhape, which, on one fide,
is often wathed by the Tay ; and fome people, from the
variety of mould dug up, have conje@ured, that the whole
of greater part of this eminence may have been compofed
of forced carth. We fhall finifh this article, with an ac.
count of a fubterrancous building difcovered a few .years
ago near Lundie Houfe, which, it is believed, will be ac.

ceptable

they were endeavouring to force the doors of the palace in the night, apd
the King, affifted by his chamberlain Alexander Carron, the fon of that
Carron whom Malcolm III. bad diftinguithed by the furname of Scrim-
geour, and preferred to the office of carrying the royal ftandard, happily
effefted his efcape. Embarking then at Invergourie, he dire®ed his
. coarfe to the fﬂldnrn parts of the kingdom, where he raifed & great force
inorder to repel and punith this infurre®ion. But before proceeding
io his cxpedition, be founded, us a tribute of gratitude to God for the lnte
deliverance and prote@tion he bad experienced, the church of the
monattery of Scoon, and made over to that church in detem ot globom,
the Lands of Liff and Iavergourie formerly afigned to him as a prefent

by the Earl of Gourie. Vide Fordoun’s Sco. Chron. alfo Buchan.
Nt

® Vide Boeth. Hift. alfo Archbifbop Spottifwood, and Forbes on Tithes.
The two Iatter agree in one account, which is evidently copied from
Boece, bat with very great inaccuracy. They make Boniface to  have
haded at the mouth of & fmall river, dividing Angus from Mearns,
A.D. 697.; whereas Boece points clearly at Invergourie as the landing
place, and mentions the fadk as baving happened about A. D, 620.
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ceptable to many readers. This building was difcovéred
in a field that bad long been under culture, and often had
refifted the plough, in paffing along the fpot' under which
itrefted. In digging this {pot, to remove the flones whick
occafioned fuch interruption, they were found in general
to be of a furprifing breadth ; but at the fame time, either
violently rent afunder, or difturbed in their pofition by
the frequeat intercourfe and collifion of the plough. And
it appeared on their removal, that thefe ftones had been in-
duftrioufly brought hither, and ferved to cover certain ar-
tificial receffes or buildings, which now difcovered them-
felves. Among thefe different buildings, which are to be
confidered as compartments of one and the fame fabric, lay
one of them at a fmall diftance from the others, but con-
nefed with each by a paffage or communication about twe
or two and a half feet wide ; and it was diftinguifhed alfe
by its fuperior fize and dimenfions. This principal com-
partment was about 6 feet in breadth, 12 in length, and §
in height ; the walls and floor were'of ftone. It extended
in the dire&ion nearly from eaft to weft, and befides the
paflages already mentioned, leading from it to the other
compartments of the building, was furnifhed with one to-
wards the fouth, peculiar to itfelf, and fuppofed to have
been the main entrance. The whole of this ftruture was
extremely rude. Many of the ftones that compofed it, in-
ftead of being laid flat, or in fuch a way as accords with
fkill in the art of building, were placed endwife in the
walls. There were no arches, though the feveral compart-
ments required them ; the. upper courfe oni thé walls on
each fide was of large ftones, with their ends proje&ted in-
wardly, and the opening or vacuity between covered all
the way, with others of a correfponding breadth. At the
fame time, confidering that no mark of any tool or inftra-

ment was to be feen, and that no martar of any kind brad
been
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wen ufed, the walls were certainly put together with much
zity and compa&tnefs. The building ftood on the fhel-
smg fide of a rock, but the different compartments were
slaced fo irregularly with refpe& to one another, and with
| o little appearance of regard to order or method, unlefs in
fo far as that each fhould communicate with the larger
and principal one, that nothing could be inferred from
their relative fituation to one another. On the compart-
ments being firft opened, all of them were filled with a
rich black mould, which, whether it had been purpofely
depofited there, or in the courfe of generations paft, had
infinnated itfelf from the furface above, through the cover-
flones not being entire, and having been difturbed by the
ploagh, cannot with certainty be determined. But upon
removing this ‘earth, were obferved the remains of fome
burnt matter, and feveral fragments of bones, fo fmall as
rendered it impoffible to afcertain whether they belonged
to the human body or not; likewife were found fome
querns or hand-mills, about 14 inches diameter, which, as
they appeared to be much worn, had no doubt been ufed
for grinding corn of fome kind, although they had been
made with fo little dexterity, that it is not eafy to conceive
bow they could have an{wered that purpofe. In the cen-
tre of fome of thefe querns was faftened a fmall bit of iron *
fhowing the handle to have been of that metal. Before this
bailding was clofed up, it was minutely furveyed by the
late Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes +.

Ecclefiaftical

® Czfar Comment, lib. §. c. 12. Utuntur (Britanni) aut ®re, aut ta-
leis, ferreis ad certum pondus examinatis, pro nummo. Naicitur ibi
plambum album in Mediterraneis regionibus, in maritimis ferrum.

t Subterianeons buildings of the fame kind are reported to have been
accidentslly fallen upon in this neighbourhood, in particular, in the pa-
riftes of Aughterhoufe, Foulis, and Tealing. And'it is the vulgar opi-
sios, and by nojmeans improbable, that there are others beaeath a particu-

lar
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Eeclfaftscal State.~During the long and intricate pro-
cefs about the right of patronage to Bervie, previous tc
the admiffion of the incumbent May 1785, a propofal was
fet on foot to build a Seceding meeting-houfe in this diftri&.
And after incredible pains beftowed in gaining profelytes,
and raifing contributions, this propofal was at length car-
ried into execution. A place of worthip and dwelling-
~ houfe were ere@ed, and foon a paftor was called. But not

long after his fettlement, fome proceedings of hisown cler-
gy egeinft him not meeting the general fatisfa®ion and
opinion of the people, they fplit into two parties, the one for
fupporting the clergy’s fentence, the other the right of the
minifler. Some points in queftion by the latter, were
long and zealoufly contended for at law, and the conteft fub-
fifted with no fmall prejudice to the peace and morals of
many concerned, till lately, that a compromife took place,
on the minifter refolving to withdraw from his charge. A
fucceflor to him is not appointed ; and in this fituation of
things, the numher of that communion jp the diftri® can-
not prefently be afcertained. According to the beft advice,
they never exceeded 120, and of thefe a few families have
been always Seceders. They now fall fhort of this a-
mount, as fome of them, in confequence of the late differ-
ence, have returned to the Church. There are three or
four families of the clafs of Independents, and but a few
individuals of any other fe& or perfuafion. The inhabi-
tants at Milehoufe frequent divine worthip, efpecially in
the winter feafon, at Dundee, but all attend their own
church at the miniftration of the Sacrament, '

Church,

lar fpot in this diftri@® which yet remain to be explored. When time or
accident thall lay thefe open, it is to be hoped, that more light will be
afforded the antiquary, for afcertaining the origin and caufe of thefe fin-
gular and hitherto neglected monuments of hyman workmanthip and
defign.
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Cburch, Manfe, Stipend, School, Poor, t9c.— The prefent
church-fabric, except the aifle, which in every view ought
either to have been raifed higher or rebuilt, was erefted in
1774, to accommodate the inhabitants, and refts nearly on
the foundation of the former building. Either the founda-
tions muft have given way, or the mafon-work been
flightly executed, as fome rents already appear:in the .
walls. When the bulk of the inhabitants refided -in the
weft part of the diftri&, the fituation of the church was
then mdre convenient. The manfe, which is placed a
little' way from the church, is’ alfo modern, and was
built about the time when thefe parithes were united in
1759-1760. It is a handfome building, but the roof
is much decayed, and the infide work very fuperficial,
and by no means correfponding with the outfide appear-
ance. It ftands about 297 feet above the high water mark
at Invergourie, and commands a-varied and delightful pro-
fpe®, comprehending the Tay in its courfe for feveral
miles, with a well clothed, fertile tra& of country on the
one fide of it, and the fteepy boundary of Fife on the other.
The flipend is 7 chalders vi@tual, and money about L. §3
Sterling, including L. 8, 14s. which is no part of the teinds
of this diftri®, but of a grant conjointly to two other mi-
nifters and the minifter of Bervie. The glebe and gardea
contain about 10 acres. Heritors, comprehending thofe of
Logie parith, 9. The whole valued rent L.6680 Scots.
—The average number of fcholars at the parochial fchool
does not exceed 35. The fituation is centrical emough
with refpeé to the whole diftri&, but yet not very com-
modious for one or two places, which congain by far, com-
paratively, the greater number of the inbabitants. Be-
fides, the accefs to fchool from the weft, is in a great mea-
fure thut ap, and in winter the roads in every other direc-
tion are to children almoft impafifable. To thefe caufes,

Vor. XIII. Q the
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the firft of which it were difficult to remedy, are chiefly to
be afcribed the low ftate of the parochial fchool, and the
introduétion of § private ones, for the moft part indifferent-
ly taught. At the former, the quarterly payments are,
for Englith, 1s. 6d.; for writing, 3 s. ; for arithmetic, 2s.
6 d. The falary allowed the {choolmafter is L.7: x : 10
money, and 2 bolls x4 pecks ocat-meal; as feflion-clerk,
"he.receives L.1:15:6, and about L.3:1:6 more
for baptifms and marriages. The whole emoluments are
too inconfiderable for a teacher of any merit and capacity.
~—With refpe& to the poor, there has never been any af-
feffment for their maintenance. The funds for their relief
arife from the dues of mortcloths, proclamation of marria-
ges, rents of a few feats in the church, money at intereft, but
chiefly from the colle®ions at the church door. Befides the .
number now on the roll, amounting to 12, there are feveral
families and individuals which require occafional fupply.

Mifcellaneons Obfervations.—The principal plantations are
on the eftates of Lord Gray and Colonel Duncan of Lun-
die. Thofe furrounding the houfe of Gray, are reckoned
highly beautiful, and certainly do honour to the tafte of
that accomplithed nobleman, John Lord Gray, by whom
they were laid out. The diftri& abounds with what is
here called freeftone, but in ftrata ; the prewailing colour
is grey, inclining to blue. Some grey flate has been
found, but very little whinflone. A proper pier at Inver-
gourie would be of fingular advantage for the importation
of lime, and coal which is the principal fuel in this quar-
ter. .

NUM.
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NUMBER X
PARISHer KENNOWAY,.
(CouvTty AND STNOD oF Fire, PRESBYTERY oF
KirxcALDIE.)

By the Rev. Mr PaTRICK WRIGHT.

Name, Extent, tc.

ENNOWAY is faid to take its name from its fitua-
tion. The church and village are built along the top
or height of a very beautiful and romantic den; the fides
of which are fteep and rocky, and contain fome caves,
which the feuars and inhabitants ufe as pigeon-houfes. Of
this particolar fituation, the name is faid to be expreffive, -
Kennoway fignifying in the Gaelic, * The town above the
“cave.” Its form is nearly an oblong fquare ; its length
from E. to W. about 3 miles; its breadth about 2. The
church and village are placed in the S. E. corner of the
fquare.
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fquare. The whole parith lies on a bank, afcending from
S.to N.: the profpe&® from almoft every part is extenfive
and beautiful, commandin: a diftin& view of the ifland of
May, of the Bafs, of Inch Keith, of the fhipping on the
Forth, from which it is diftant about 2 miles ; of the coaft
S. of the Forth from Dunbar, to the W. of Edinburgh ; of
the Lammer moor hills, §&c. From the N. part of the
parith, which reaches the top of the bank, there is one of
the moft extenfive views imaginable, taking in not only
the forementioned profpect to the S. but comprehending al-
moft all Fife, and a great part of the counties of Angus,
Perth, Stirling, the Grampian mountains, &c.

Sotl, Climate—The foil is all arable, and generally fer-
tile, confifting on the S. of a light loam, which in fome
places approaches to fand and gravel, and on the N. of
loam and clay; the crops are both rich and early, particu-
larly onthe S. The air is dry and wholefome, and many
inftances of longevity have occurred of late. A woman
died 14 years ago, who remembered to have feen Arch-
bifhop Sharp at the manfe of Kennoway, the day before he
was murdered, Within thefe 7 years, one died whofe fa-
mily believed him to be above 100.; another of 94 for
certam, and fevcral ofgo. In the 2 houfes next to the
manfe, there are 2 men living, the one born in May 1695, °
the other in July 1700, the oldeft of the two flill enjoys
great health and ftrength *,

Minerals.—The village is built of freeftone, taken from
the neighbouring den, but it is coarfe and foft, and foon
moulders dowfi with the froft. The fcarcity of good ftone,

L J "’hey are both alive at prefent, May 7193
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i one of the difadvantages under which this, and fome of
. the neighbouring parithes labour. There are appearances
+f coal in feveral parts. Some of it was lately wrought ; but
a the quality was not very good, nor the feam thick, and
' = there is great plenty of excellent coal in feveral of the
 neighbouring parifhes, the mines that had been opened,
wese foon abandoned. After this it is unneceffary to add,
that the only fuel ufed in the parith is coal, and that the
great plenty of this moft neceffary article, with which the
neighbourhood abounds, is one of thofe advantages which
it enjoys in common with all the S. coaft of Fife.

Popualation, $9c.—According to Dr Webfter’s report, the
population then was 1240. The number of the people and
houfes, feems to have been nearly the fame for centuries.
In 1985, the whole inhabitants of the parith, (of whom the
village contains about one half), amounted, from the age of
going to fchool, to 1200, of whom 8c0 atttended the Efta-
blithed Church, and 400 were Seceders. A Burgher meet-
ing houfe was erefted in the village, about 40 years ago,
and all that do not belong to the Eftablifhment, attend that
meeting, except a very few of the Relief party, for there is
not a fingle perfon of another perfuafion in the parith. All
the houfes are inhabited, none are allowed to go to ruin,
and very few are known to have been built on a new
foundation. About 20 yeas ago, and for fome time be-
fore, the village exhibited a very ruinous appearance. A
confiderable ralting bufinefs was formerly carried on iniit ;
the great road, too, between the ferries of Dundee and
Kinghorn, paffed through it; but about 40 years ago, that
bufinefs failed, and the road was carried 3 miles to the
weftward. In confequence of thefe events, the malt and
brew fteadings, which amounted to 1§ or 16 in. the village,

befidey
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befides two or three in its near neighbourhood, becam
ufelefs, and foon fell into ruin ;: the whole, however, haw
been repaired or rebuilt of late, and are now inhabited by
weavers and other trades people. There are at prefent, bay
two brewers in the parifh, keeping ale-houfes, none of whick
can well be termed an inn. A turnpike-road is making in
the old line through the village.

Agriculture, 9c —After what was faid of the nature of
the foil, little need be faid of the crops it produces. The
greateft part is enclofed or enclofing, and every farm bears
wheat, barley, oats, peafe, beans, potato, and turmip.
The foil of the greateft part is particularly adapted to po-
soto. That root is therefore generally and carefully cul-
tivated. Nearly the whole grafs is fown. The valued rent
is L.4442:13: 2 Scots. The real rent of land, about
L. 3400 Sterling. The rent of land rofe to a great height
here feveral years ago: about 125 acres, that lie conti-
.guous to the village, and had for ages been let to the inha-
bitants, at from 14s.to L. 1, 8s.the acre, were let 8 years
ago at L.2 and L. 3, and the greateft part at upwards of
L. 4 the acre. For fome years paft, the form and fathion
of the plough has been perpetually changing. The wright
and {mith feem now to underftand their intereft juft as well
as the button and buckle maker. The principles of this
ufeful inftrument feem to be but imperfeétly underftood as
yet; and till they be underftood, the operation of tafte and
fathion, and art cannot be excluded. The plough in ufe at
prefent is faid to be Small’s, fomewhat improved, i. e. al-
tered. It was lately introduced from the coaft of Angus,
into the north fide of Fife, and has become pretty general

over the county. It isdrawn by two horfes, and held and

managed by one man ; the beam and handles are fhort,
the
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the head and mould-board are made of iron; its value .
sbout 2 guineas *..

Stipend, School, Poor —The flipend confifts of 8o bolls
meal and bear, and jco merks money, amounting, with a
glebe of 6 acres, to'about L. 8o Sterling. The church and
manfe are old, but were lately repaired. TheKing is patron.
—The{chool was rebuilt, and the fchoolmafter’s houfe re- |
paired, 6 years ago. His falary, including a donation of
L. s0Scots, isL.8: 6: 4 Sterling. His perquifites about as
mnch. He values the whole of his ‘income at about L.40
Sterling.—Only 6 poor perfons receive alms at prefent, and :
the only fund provided for their maintenance, is the week-
ly colle@ions at the church-door, which are very fmall ;
there is not however, a travelling beggar in the parifh.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—Every perfon almoft that is
not engaged in the labours of the field is employed at the
loom. A confiderable quantity of coarfe linen is made in
the parifh, which is fold brown, and fome alfo of la better
quality, which is bleached and fold at the fummer markets
in the neighbourhood, to merchants from Edinburgh, Stir-
ling, &c. at from 1s. 6d. to 3s. the yard. All are re-
markably fober, induftrious, and economical, fo that even
the dearth of 1783 had no vifible effe® upon the pooreft

and

& Prices and Wages.—The price of butcher meat is from sd.
t0 6 d. a pound tron, at different feafons of the year ; of a hen, from 1s.
2d. te 16. 4d; of butter from 8d. to 9d. The wages of farm-fervants
sre from 7 to 8 guineas for a'man, and from L. 3 to L.4 for a woman.
The wages of a fufficient day-labourer, 1 4. 3 d.; of & gaidener, 18 6d.;
of a wright and mafon, 25 8d.

2
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and loweft of the people; nothing was done for themm by
the heritors, yet all fupported themfelves in their wufual
manner.—Only one inftance of fuicide has occurred within

"the laft 20 years, and not a perfon belonging to the parifh
has been punifhed for any crime or even been imprifoned,
on any account whatever, during that period.

NUM.
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NUMBER XI

UNITED PARISHES or ABERNETHY
Asp KINCHARDINE.

(CourTiES oF MURRAY AND INVERNESS #, SYNOD OF

MurRrayY, PRESBYTERY OF ABERNETHY.)
L

By the Rev. Mr JouN GRANT.

Name, Extent, Soil, Surface, Climate, Sec.

IV HE name is defcriptive of the fituation of the church,
with refpeé to the river Netdy, being near the en-
trance of it into the Spey. Abernethy, or the Imver, or
termination of Nethy, is in Gaelic, Aberneich. The mean-
ing of the name Nethy, or Neich, is not known; that
of Kincbardine, or Kinie-chairdin, is the ¢ Clan of Friends.”
In what follows, hath pm:iﬂxes muft be frequently men-
Vor. XIII. R . tioned

® About one half of it in the county of Murray, the othey half in the
fhire of Invernefs. The middle part being in Murray, and the two ex-
treme parts of it in Invernefs-thire Itis a little remarkable, that at the
fouth eaft point of this parith, between Glenlochy and Glenbrown, the
fhires of Invernefs, Murray and Ranff meet ; fo that when flanding on
the Bridge of Brown, ane may throw a ftone into any of the three coun.
ties.
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tioned under the name of Abernethy. It is 15 miles imr
length, and from 10 to 12 in breadth, and about 30 miles
fiom the fea at Invernefs, Nairn, or Findhorn. The fur-
face is very much diverfified with corn-fields, woods, and
mountains. The foil is various ; fome parts deep, others
thin and dry, fome wet and cold. A firetch of about 3
miles of low deep land and megdow, on the bank of the
Spey, is often overflowed in times of floods. The Spey
here runs fmooth and flow, and of courfe the overflow is
fo too. Although many hundreds of acres are in this fi-
tuation, and would increafe greatly i their value, if free
of this encroachment ; yet it appears doubtful if embank-
ments could fave the grouna 3 and flill more problematical,
whether the acquifition would be worth the expenfe, which
behoved to be very great, on account of the great height
to which Spey rifes at certain times. What increafes the
difficulty is, the great body of water which, in time of
floods, comes from the mountains in the Nethy and fmaller
rivulets, and which would come in behind the embank-
ments; befides, the proprietor has a great deal of land on
the other fide in the fame predicament, fo that double em-
bankments would be neccflary. The arable ground bears
but a fmall proportion to the uncultivated. A great pro-

portion of the furface is covered with woods, much of itin

hills, mountains, and rocks. The ground rifes towards the
mountains, and the 2ir and climate vary accordingly.
Healthy every where. The people in general enjoy
health to a degree that is not exceeded in many parts of
the kingdom  The fmall-pox is the only difeafe that is re-
markably fatal. Inoculation is not general, though, upon
the whole, peoples prejudices againtt it are much removed ®.
Rivers.

¢ Lonmgevity.—A Donald Cameron is §8,.— A Marjory Grant lo1. Itis
to be regretted, that fuch perfons are obliged to beg or be fupported in
theie



of Abernethy and Kinchardine. 131

Revers and Laker—The only river of any note, befides

the Spey, is the Nethy, which, rifing in the high hills, .

interfe@s the parith, running through or near the fir-
woods, for above 7 miles, and empties itfelf into the Spey.
In dry weather, it is very inconfiderable ; but after rains or
thaws, it fwells fo as to bring down loofe all the timber
that is cut in the woods, either to the faw-mills or to
the Spey, whence it is fent in rafts to the fea at Gar-
mouth. There are feveral lakes in Kinchardine ; the moft
confiderable of which, is the oval bafon in Glenmore, near-
ly two miles diameter. Itis in the bottom of the glen,
furrounded with fir-woods, rifing gradually towards the
mountains. Here is a pleafant fcene in a fine fummer day.
In Glenmore likewife, there is a green loch, in extent about
one acre, full of fmall fat green trout. At the foot of Cairn-
gorm, is Loch Aven, from whence the river of that name
i¥lues, containing plenty of trout, but dry and indifferent
.ones to eat. '

Lave and Mountains.— At one end of this loch, furround-
«d with vaft mountains, is a large matural cave, fufficient
to hold a number of men fecure from fnow, rain, or wind.
People often lodge here for nights, fome from neceflity,
others when hunting or fithing. It is commonly called
Chlachdhian, or the ¢ Sheltering Stone.” Of the whole
range of mountains in view of the parith, the Cairngorm,
(or blue mountain), is the moft remarkable. Stones of va-
lue are fometimes found at and near it, but rarely now, and

that

their quarters by the neighbours. A James Stuart, keeper of the Duke of
Gordon’s forefts and game, is 93, a blooming, correé fenfible man, and
comes to church the coldeft day in winter. The laft incumbent, Mr
William Grant, who was 6o years minifter of the parith died in 1764,
z’d 96 ; and Robert Grant of Lurgg in 1773, 97 years old.
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that fometimes by chance or accident ; at other times, hy
digging for them. Some pretend to know the vein where
they may moft likely be. It is an employment not
worth following. Numbers of ftones of variegated co-
lours, and regular fides, as if cut by the lapidary, are
found above ground, particularly after thaws or. floods,
which wafh off the furface, but when examined, feldom
worth any thing. Thefe high mountains, to the fouth of
the-parifh, occafion much cold and froft. Cairngorm is
feldom free of fome fnow any time in fummer. On the
tops of thefe high mountains, there is very little pafture,
but a dJowny foggy cover on the rocks. The fir-woods ne-
ver grow up the fides of thefe high hills, or approach the
regions of cold. Cairngorm commands an extenfive view.
Rofs, Sutherland, and Caithnefs, are feen from it.

Woods, and the Progrefs of Manufallure.—Befides a
great deal of birch and alder, there are two very large
fir-woods in thefe parithes, almoft meeting in one place,
The fir-wood of Abernethy, belonging to Sir James
Grant, is of great extent, and of an exceeding good
quality, and very thriving ; butis kept from coming to
a great fize, by a conftant manufa&ture, for about 6o
years backw