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PREFACE.

In placing this humble and unpretending volume,
treating on ‘‘ The Colony of British Guyana and its
Labouring Population,” before my numerous English
and West Indian or Guyanian friends, I have briefly to
state that many years ago a clerical friend in England,
who had laboured as Missionary in the Colony, requested
me to write some accounts about British Guyana and
ita people, &ec., for the information of the English
Methodist people, who have always taken a very deep
interest in the Colonial Mission work; the articles
or sketches thus written by me at different times and
published in the columns of The Watchman and
Wesleyan Advertiser having been received with welcome
feelings by my Methodist friends there. I was in a
eimilar manner requested by some of my friends in the
Colony to write occasionally in the local journals some
accounts about the Indian and Chinese Coolie popula-
tion, &e., which I did in 7'he Royal Gazette, The Creole,
The Colonist, and other newspapers, as opportunity
offered. Most of the readers who had perused the
articles knew not whence they emanated, for they were
anonymous communications. Now, all these different
articles, skefches, and letters written since 1861 are
collected together, revised, enlarged, and put in a
readable book form, with a host of other hints and
information touching the Colony and its people, culled
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from the different Colonial publications and newspapers,
so as to make this volume (of nearly 500 pages) in-
teresting and amusing. One interesting fact, however,
I may mention here (I do not think it is out of place),
and that is, the sugar crop of last year (1882) has been
the largest ever known in the history of the Colony :
one hundred and forty thousand hogsheads of sugar,
with rum in proportion, were made during the year.
This at once shows that the Colony is in & very
flourishing condition, and soon the planters hope to be
able to make two hundred thousand hogsheads of sugar.

A few minor changes have taken place in the Colony
since the last chapter was written, and the MS. sent
to England, and I have therefore been unable to consult
my book, so as to make the necessary alterations or
improvements. Among the changes, I may refer to the
education question, which was finally settled last year.
On the educational scheme His Excellency Sir H. T. |
Irving, K.C.M.G., Governor, remarked :—‘ Under the
head of Education a substantial reduction has been
made on the expenditure of last year. In accordance
with the pledge given in my previous address that steps
would be taken to correct the disproportion of expendi-
ture to results, an ordinance has been passed to abolish
the former Board of Education, and to vest in the
Governor and the Court of Policy the power to make
rules for the grant of Government aid to the primary
schools. This power has been exercised; and rules
have been promulgated by which the aid to the schools
being made to depend on the number of children taught
and the quality of the teaching, the disproportion of
cost to result, which had attracted your attention, will
be corrected. The rules have been so framed that if
all the schools were efficient, and yielded complete
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results, the earnings of the schools would be about the
same a8 at present; and any reduction, therefore, in
those earnings will be the measure of the existing want
of efficiency of the schools. Under the present system,
the payments to the schools, in shape of salaries
and result grants, are equivalent to about $8 a
head on the number in average attendance : under the
new system the schools will receive §4 a head as a fixed
minimum allowance, and will earn a proportion, or the
whole, of the remaining $4, according to their success
in producing results.”

The Berbice Qazette has made some sensible remarks
on this vexed question. ‘In mearly every country,”
(the editor remarks) ‘“the duty of educating the young
is assumed by the State, manifestly so in England, but
here, judging from the remarks of His Excellency the
Governor, it is looked upon as the duty of managers, or,
in other words, Ministers of religion. This implies a
strife between rival denominations, and two or three or
more schools in a place where one school would be
sufficient to meet all the wants of the population, and
the consequence is, a large number of inefficient schools.
We don't at all contend for a high education, but we
wish to see it good and useful, and towards such an
educationsno one in the community would grudge to
contribute.

“We are no more in favour of compulsory atten-
dance at school than His Excellency the Governor,
but perhaps we know more about the people than he
does, and, from what we do know, we are of opinion
that compulsion is necessary. Immediately after emanci-
pation it was not so; then the parents sent them to
school willingly, but their circumstances are very
different now. It is not perhaps so much unwillingness
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on the part of parents to have their children educated,
as, at least on the part of a good many, their inability
to provide them with proper clothing, books, &ec., and
for the sake of what the children may be able to earn.
The subject of elementary education we must look upon
as a most important one for the future welfare of the
country. His Excellency the Governor has placed before
us his views on the subject: either, ‘I will give managers
of schools 80 much money to carry them on;’ or if they
cannot agree to that, the Government will carry on the
schools itself ; and now it is for managers to decide.”

Possibly the reader may meet with some typographical
errors in this volume, and I trust he will be considerate
and indulgent in his criticisms, as I have not been able
to superintend the publication of it.

My best thanks are tendered to my friends who have
assisted me with their information (on different subjects
contained in this volume), advice, &ec., &ec.

H. V. P. BRONKHURST.

GEORGETOWN, DEMERARA,
March, 1883.
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

SOME INTERESTING NOTES ABOUT ANCIENT INDIA, OR THE
LAND WHENCE THE GREATEST NUMDER OF OUR IMMI-
GRANTS COME, AND SOME OTHER FACTS ABOUT OUR
CREOLE PEOPLE, ETC.

1. Tae great central Peninsula of Southern Asia, or
Continental India, called also the East INvies (by way of
distinction from the WEsT InpiaN IsLanps—which extend
from the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico and the Strait of
Florida, in a curving chain, to the coast of South America,
terminating near the Venezuelan shores—so called from a
mistaken notion that these islands lay in the route to the
East Indies), which is one of the most fertile regions of tho
globe, stretching from Cape Comorin in the South to the
Himalaya mountains in the North, is the noblest trust ever
committed to the British nation. The distance between
these two pdaces is nearly 1,900 miles, and about 1,800 miles
from the Indus river to the opposite extremity of Assam.
The area is certainly no less than 1,000,000 square miles,
though estimated much higher by some authorities, equal
to nearly one-third of the united surface of European
countries. The length of the coast line is rudely calculated
at 3,280 miles, of which 1,830 belong to the Western side,
and 1,450 to the Eastern. This vast territory is occupied
by one-sixth of the human race, speaking different
languages and dialects, and practising and observing
different customs and religions, and all on the most inti-
mate terms with the English nation and Government.
Though most of the inhabitants of India have dark skins
(colour or complexion), varying from a clear olive brown to
an ebony black, dark eyes, and long flowing black hair,
they are yet as docile and intelligent a people as any on the
face of the earth, and readily mix with and accept the

B
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British rule sooner than any other people. The country
whence the greatest number of our immigrants come to
British Guyana and the West Indian Islands, is in some
places low, flat, and dry; in others mountainous and wet.
There are many sandy, treeless plains, maidans, and many
fine dark forests—jangals. India is a fine country, but,
unfortunately, wave after wave of invasion, intestine wars,
devastating famines, crushing despotism, bribery and
oppression in multiplied forms, and, above all, the blighting
influence of an abominable superstition, have combined to
neutralize its advantages, to depress, in every respect, the
state of its population.

2. The sad acknowledgment must, however, be made,
that the responsibility of such a charge is felt by only a
few of those to whom it has been delegated. Except when
famine is decimating large districts, or their beleaguered
countrymen are carrying on a contest against fearful odds,
the great majority of the British nation never give India a
thought. Still there are a few who take a lively interest
in the welfare of that vast country and people of different
tongues. The same sad acknowledgment must be made of
this our very prosperous Colony—British Guyana, which,
on account of the large importation of its labourers, is
closely allied to British India.

3. The large Peninsula of India has for centuries been
known by the name of Ixpra, or Hixpusraw, which term
requires some explanation before we proceed to notice or
speak of the people (who come thence to British Guyana
and the West Indian Islands), their peculiarities, their
languages, customs, religions, &c., on which the reader
will find abundance of information in this book.

4, What we now call Inp1a, or HinDusTAN, Was anciently
the country or kingdom of Bharata, the son of Dashyanta,
whence Bharata, or Barata-Varsha, its ancient name. It
was called also Arya-Varra (literally the abode of the
Aryans). This name or term was limited in its application
. to that part or portion of the vast territory between the
Himalaya and Vindhya mountains, stretching northwards
and westwards into Europe. The Aryans (literally noble,
venerable, respectable—Aradhya, venerable), once a domi-
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nant race, were Sanskrit-speaking people, who waged war
with the *‘ descendants of various Scythian hordes who, at a
remote period, entered India by way of Beluchistan and
the Indus, called by the Sanskrit writers Mlechchhas,
Nishadas, Dasyas, Pariahs, &c., i.e., barbarians, outcasts.
The more powerful and civilized of these aboriginal tribes
appear to have retired before the Aryans into Southern India,
and there to have retained their independence, and with
their independence the individuality and essential struc-
ture of their vernacular dialects ”” or languages.

5. Among the many races which have sprung from
Ilindustan, that mixed body of Pariaks, which was
rejected according to Hindu law, at a period of almost
fabulous remoteness, claims attentive consideration, and
up to the present time very little has appeared in English
on the subject. The class of Mlechchhas, Nishadas,
Dasyas, called Pariahs or Tchandalas, are only mentioned
once in the Institutes of Manu, and then with great con-
tempt, as being the lowest of the low. They form an
interesting study for the thoughtful, inasmuch as they
(being the gypsies and wandering races) appear to have
becn the inventors of the brick for building purposes, as is
attested by the most ancient Hindu historians—Vina-Snati
and Veda-Vyasa. In the first instance this class was
composed of individuals who had lost caste, and who, there-
fore, were rejected from their original localities, and forced
to seck refuge in the forests—where, as numbers increased,
they resumed their former caste positions among them-
selves — having their Brahmans (priests), Kshatryas
(warriors), Vaysias (merchants), and Sudras (agriculturists).
The Brahman Vamana, the conqueror of Prithu, a man of
active intelligence, advised the Artaxchatria Aristanata,
whose throne had been firmly established by the victories,
to rcadmit the Tchandalas (Pariahs) according to caste,
and restore them their rights; and had this advice been
followed, the sanguinary servile wars which desolated
ancient Hindustan would have been avoided. According
to Brahmanical chronology, some eight thousand years
before our era, the Artaxchatria or great King Pratichta
issued an edict or Karana against them, by which they

B2
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were forbidden to practise the religion of Brahman, and
not permitted the perusal of the Vedas. Despite the nfany
obstructions and disadvantages, in two thousand years,
more or less, they had grown in vast numbers, so as to
form one-third of the population of the whole country.
This aroused the fears of Artaxchatria Agastya, and the
rigorous persecution which ensued threw them back into
their former wretched condition in a few months. The
Hill tribes (Paharees) of the Himalaya, having for the
second time invaded the plains of Hindustan, and destroyed
Asgartha, the city of the Sun, Agastya, after narrowly
escaping destruction himself, managed to defeat them,
and used the occasion for the spoliation of the Tchandalas,
who were accused of aiding the mountaineers. By a Karana,
he confiscated the entire possessions of the Tchandalas, and
ordered that they should be compelled to make bricks and
pottery for the benefit of the Vaysias, to whom they were
furthermore assigned as slaves or serfs. When the Prince
died, the Tchandalas, or Pariahs, had been reduced to less
than half of their original number. Under his successors,
however, the rigour of this persecution was slightly relaxed,
and about B.c. 4000 they had become a nomadic race once
more, with flocks and herds, living in the most primitive
manner. Between 3000 and 4000 B.c. they emigrated,
according to Hindu authorities, towards the West in
crowds, entering the countries of Scindh and Arya, in the
direction of the Euphrates and Tigris, towards Babylon
and Chaldea, the chief of these expeditions being under
Artaxa-Phasicol. It was thus, therefore, that the primitive
wanderers emerged from the Holy Land of Palestine, the
country of the chief of the tribes. All this may be read in
the 4vadana-Sastra, and, however exaggerated, is never-
theless authentic history. From these exiled Pariahs or
Tchandalas sprung the Greeks, PEENICIANS (whence the
British people are supposed by some to have originated),
Cymri, Romans, Danes, Normans, and other races. The
various Scythian hordes who, at & remote period, entered
India, and waged war with the Aryans, to whom I have
made reference in the preceding paragraph, were probably
the Tchandalas I have here described. These Tchandalas,
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compoged of different tribes, were the Tur-Aryans or Tur-
aniyans (Dravidians) of the Scythio-Shemitic family, now
occupying Southern India, whose ancestors, like all the
tribes composing the Aryan family, savo and except the
Sanskrit-speaking nation, immigrated into Europe, and
settled themselves in the several countries to which they gave
their names. The Anglo-Saxons are said by some writers
to have sprung from these Scythio-Shemitic-Turanians.

6. The word Inp1a or Hinbu, though occasionally found
in Sanskrit writing, is not thereby proved to be a Sanskrit
term. There is no such word as that known in the now
dead classic Sanskrit. The very Brahman Pundits and
European scholars who possess the greatest knowledge of
Sanskrit have repudiated the notion or the assertion of
the name INpia or HinDu being of Sanskrit origin. The
lamented learned scholar, Sir William Jones, in a note to
his translation of a Royal Grant of land in Carnata, given
in Vol. IIL. of the Astatic Researches, Art. 3, observes :—
““The word Hindu is applied likewise in a verse of CaLi-
pAos to the original inhabitants of this country (India);
but the Pundits insist that it is not Sunskrit. Since the
first letter of it appears to be radical, it cannot be derived
from Inpu, or the moon; but since a sibilant is often
changed into an aspirate, it has been thought a variation
of Sindhu, or Indus, To that etymology, however, we may
object that the last consonant also must be changed ; and
that Sindhu is the name of a river, and not of a people.”
The word Hind, or Hindu, in the Sanskrit language is
therefore of foreign importation.

7. In the Sekander Nameh of Nizami (the history of
Alexander the Great in Persian by Nizami, who died in
A.p. 1180) therc is an enigmatical verse (probably also
containing a date which cannot now be ascertained) which
an intelligent Brahman, Bapv Menta, well acquainted
with the Persian language, quoted as a proof of the word
Hinp being of Persian origin, and not Sanskrit :—

% Be Hiudustan, piri az Khur fatad—
Pedar merdei ra be Chin gao Zad "— i.e.

* In Hindustan an old man fell from an ass ;
In China a cow was born to one whose father was deal.”
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This is indeed a strange and remarkable verse, in which
the word Hind, or Hindustan, occurs, but it docs not to
my mind establish the fact of its being a Persian word or
name. It may be a Persianized, but not a real Persian,
word. In the Sharaf Nama (a Persian dictionary) Hind
18 described as a people, and as a large country, having onc
side bordered by China, and the other by Sind.

8. Alexander the Great (Sekander), the conqueror of
Persia, after the defeat and death of Darius, passed on
towards India between 1.c. 330-323, crossed the Hydaspes
(Indus) at Attock, and encountcred and defeated Porus at
Ghujrat on the banks of the Jhilam. Alexander took 9,000
prisoners, slew 12,000 men, among whom were the chief
officers of Porus and his own sons, and captured eighty out
of between three and four hundred clephants which Porus
and his officers had assembled to prevent his (Alexander’s)
landing. It is supposed by some that no public event of
any interest could be recorded before Alexander’s entry"
into India, and his encounter with Porus, whom he after-
wards restored to his royal dignity, besides enlarging his
territory. There are historic traditions, however, current,
giving sufficient information as to the existence of Baccaus,
who was the first conqueror of India; of Sesostris; of
SeMiraMIS, who lost two-thirds of her army in India; of
Darius, the son of Hystaspes, who sent Scylax down the
Indus, &c. From all these traditionary statements we
gather the fact that the country was known by the name
of H1xp, or INDIA, long before Alexander or Sckander the
Great thought of crossing the Indus. Though the namec
INpIA is 80 seldom mentioned, yet the people and pro-
ductions of this vast country werc known to the Jews
generally, and to Solomon, about B.c. 1015.

9. InpIa is for the first time mentioned by that name in
the Book of Esther as forming a limit of the territories of
Ahasuerus in the East, as Ethiopia was in the West, and
this in the year B.c. 521. The Ilebrew form Hopou, which
is an abbreviation of Hoxapu, is identical with Hindw or
Sindhu, as well as with one of the ancient names of the
country, Hapta-Hendu, as it appears in the Vendidad.
The Hebrew name Hopov, for India or Hindia, is the same
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as Hop, signifying glory, excellence, beauly, and is cqual
to the land of Hod, or the land of Glory; and in this
sense the Hebrew name Hoxapu exactly corresponds to a
pure Tamil root, Indr, or Odu from Olkhi (excellency,
glory, beauty, strength), and the name sometimes given in
ancient Hindu writings for India, PuNyaBEUMI, or DHARMA-
paOMI, the land of virtue, of excellence, of glory, of
strength and beauty ; and Jamu or Naviam-Dwir, the
Island or Peninsula of the Tree of Life, being one of the
Seven Puranic divisions of the globe. The word INDU or
Hinp, I am convinced, is a pure Tamil term and means
dark, so also does the Tamil word SeNpH, or Sixpu, which
means 7ed; hence INpu, Hinou, or Sinouv, dark, red
people, and the place of their abode IinNpusTan or
Hixpu-staram (the abode cf dark, red people).

10. Whatever may be the origin or derivation of the
word INp1a or Hixpu, it is certain that it is not Sanskrit
nor Persian. The names of nations and places are to be
sought for in their own languages rather than in that of
foreigners,and therefore I am inclined to think that the ward
IND1A, being a pure Tamil term, found its way into the
Hebrew vocabulary and thence into the Persian language,
and in course of time it was adopted by the Muhammedans
and applied to the country which we now call INDIA or
HixpostaN ; and the term becoming generally known to
signify the place, and the people occupying the territory,
was universally accepted by the people themselves.

11. It is from this vast territory or empire that the
greatest balk of our labourers, called CooLigs, come to
work on the different sugar plantations, and the owners of
the estates, and planters as a whole, are entirely de-
pendent upon them. They are indeed a blessing and rot
a curse to the Colony. It is, however, a painful fact for
me to observo here that in the breasts of the rude, igno-
rant, and uneducated, or the youny and thoughtless, or
tnexperienced—the Kamine and not the Chale Admi—
exists a strong prejudice against not only the Aborigines,
Portuguese, and Creole races, but against the Coolies, who
come from India, because of their colour and complexion.
They are looked down upon as barbarians, as uncivilized
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or semi-civilized beings, as persons unworthy of a moment’s
consideration, only fit for tho cane-field, to toil in from sun-
rise to sunset. These statements may possibly be denied,
but facts are stubborn things, and actions speak louder
than words. Some unacquainted with history have gone
so far as to assert that the Coolies, or labourers, from
India, are beyond the capability of being civilized. The
same feeling that prevailed in British India is still ex-
hibited in this Colony and elsewhere in the West Indian
Islands where Coolies are imported. Without any apology
whatever I place before my reader a communication which
appeared in the Bombay Times of February 14, 1857,
bearing on this subject, a careful perusal of which will no
doubt erlighten my reader, and set him a-thinking :—

“ A HINDU OF SMALL CRANIUM v A BRITON OF
LARGE CRANIUM.

(a) ¢ In the Bombay Times of the 26th November last
apq‘eared a communicated article, headed ‘The Limited Capa-
bility of the Hindas as a Nation for Civilization,” which has
been brought to my notice. On going over this effusion from
the large brain of an Anglo-Saxon, I was no less amused than
chagrined, because this specimen of pedantry involves theories
which, in these enlightened days, can only be brooked and
received by men the circumference of whose crania, or rather of
the substance contained in them, must fall considerably short of
that which the writer of that article has been pleased to assign
to those of the Hindus. I wish the writer had kept his
favourite theory, which he seems to have derived from the
particular school of phrenology to which he belongs, to himself,
or allowed it to linger in some corner of Europe, or to smoulder
away in the study-room of his great authority, the late Dr.
Samune! Morton, of Philadelphia; but by his endeavour to
propagate it in a new soil, as uncongenial to it as rocks to
wheat, he cuts a very uncouth figure indeed. He may, no
doubt, succeed in getting more or less admirers, and even fol-
lowers, from among his own countrymen in this land, whose
shallowness of mind may be ready to greet any doctrines in-
vented by malice and propagated through jealousy—doctrines
which are calculatod to degrade the character of the natives of
India in the eyes of Europe; but such endeavours on his part
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to procure followers would have been better confined to his
tea-table talk, when there is nothing else for such idle philo-
sophers to amuse their comrades with, except by talking
nonsense, or attempting $0 excite their admiration by dis-
playing before them the results of their deep study of the
manners and ocustoms of the Niggers around them. One of
such philosophers might even go one step further, and tell his
countrymen that he had just measured the dimensions of the
skall of his Mussal Balloo, which bhad long been, from its great
prominence, an eyesore to him, but (thank God) that he had
found after all that it was two inches less than his own, which
people had noticed to be too small for a European head. So
far it may be tolerable. But then if he were to attempt at his
desk to establish a theory on this experiment that the Hinda
is an inferior race to the European, as indicated by the small
crania of the former compared to thoseof the latter, and, in
his over anxiety to save the public mind from wasting itself on
things which he considers to be impracticable, to propound his
theory for the edification and guidance of those who are
engaged in the task of public instruction, he would surely
render himself more than ridiculous in the eyes of those whose
comprehensive mind looks upon the whole human race as one
family, living under the influence of different local circam-
stances.

(5) *I admit that the capability for civilization is different
in different nations, or, as the writer of the article in question
bas been pleased to call them, different races, if by the term
‘race’ he do not mean to show that they are as wide of each
other as the mastiff from the lap-dog, though, from the spirit of
his writing, such appears to be his favourite opinion; but with
this qualification, that this capability for civilization is totally
under the influence of the physical, moral, and political circum-
stances under which these different nations are placed, and is
susceptible of variation according to the change which political
revolutions, physical catastrophes, the state of moral and
physical education, and numerous other causes, are calculated
to effect in those circumstances. It ecan hardly be imagined
that the characteristics of the different nations are fixed, and
can never be influenced by inward circumetances beyond a
certain point, and that if their progress in civilization stopped
at a certain stage, as in the case of the Hindus and other
Asiatic nations, it was because that inherent stimulating
principle, which they once possessed, and which had pushed
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them onward up to that point, was exhausted, as the writer of
the article in your paper supposes. His idea is, that each race
of the great human family possesses a given amount of internal
impulse which pushes them on, but stops them at different
stages in their progress of civilization ; and this theory he
endeavours to reconcile with passages from the Christian Serip-
tures, forgetting that by so doing he not only militates against
the fundamental truth which guides the progress of the whole
human race in this world, as can be shown from numerous
justances from unjversal history, but is insensibly led to blas-
pheme against the attributes of God as displayed in His works.
As there is time for everything, a3 there is time for ¢ Japhet to
dwell in the tents of S8hem,’ and perhaps longer ; though there
are no sufficient data as yet farnished by history, nor have any
shining acts of virtume appeared on the part of Japhet, which
can warrant even this concession; yet to suppose the progeny
of one brother to be doomed to eternal degradation, and that
of the other to be 8o blessed s to rise to a height which has
no terminating point, is an idea which can only enter into a
brain whose functions are in anything but equilibrinm, however
large it may be. Besides, by thus separating the Hindus,
Persians, and similar nations of Asis, from the fraternity of the
blessed sons of Japhet, in whose circle he includes the Anglo-
Baxon race, to which he seems to belong, and making a motley
of all the nations of Eastern Asia, including the Chinese and
other tribes, ascribing their common origin to the cursed seed
of Shem, the writer of the article in your paper has betrayed
no uncommon degree of ignorance of the science of Ethnology,
whose charms could not possibly have escaped his wide
observation. The study of comparative philology, to which
many learned men, even in his own country, have lately
directed their attention, and which is one of the most unfailing
criteria whereby to test the truth developed in this new science,
has thrown such a flood of light on this point, that all the
brilliancy of the talents of this writer in your paper will not be
able to outshine it. It has now been clearly established that
the Hindus, Persians, and other tribes of Western Asia, as
also all the Indo-Germanie tribes of Europo, of which branch
the Anglo-Saxons form bat a twig, belong to one common Aryan
stock of the great hgman family. Such being the fact, I am at
a loss to imagine on what authority the writer in your paper
shovels the Hindus and other kindred tribes all at once into
the cursed stock of Shem, and, selecting his own twig, because
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it appears in its fall foliage and flourishes in the present century,
ingrafts it into the blessed branch of Japhet. Was there not a
time when Mahomed, Jengis Khan and Timoor Lang, of the
cursed stock, threw the whole of Asia and Europe into a panie,
when there was not a single big head to be found in the whole
of the latter continent, now abounding to an overflow in such
commodity, to impede the overwhelming progress of the bar-
barians, who were devastating it for centuries? Moses,
Abraham, Solomon, David, and, at last, Jesus Cbrist, whose
morals and religion, according to a host of Christian divines,
are held to be the sole cause of the present rise of the Euro-
pean nations in the scale of civilization, were but Asiatic Jews,
to whom the writer in your paper would not, perhaps, be
easily persuaded to concede that dimension of the heads which
his eraniometry ascribes to those of his own nation, and par-
tienlarly of the Anglo-Saxons. Even the degraded Hindus, whose
civilization he strives sQ prominently to thow as deserving
a place in the eategory of impossibilities, have produced poets,
philosophers, and mathematicians, such as Vyas, Gaufam,
Kalidas, Bhawanbhut, Aryabhat, Bhasker Acharya, and a host
of others, whose original lofty genius is now universally allowed
by those who have deeply studied them to be by no means
inferior to that of Shakespeare, Locke, and Newton, making
doe allowance, however, for the remote age in which they
flourished. If he would but turn over the pages of the ancient
history of India, whenever they are available, or look to the
remotest scenery now obscured by the mist of antiquily, he
would be able to discern a spot somewhere towards the North-
‘West, from which he would trace out the current of the progress
of conquest of the Aryas (ancient Hindus), flowing south-east
from beyond the Hindu Koosb, forming in its passage in that
direction the whole continent of India into a vast lake, and
terminating down as far as Java and Borneo, spreading through-
out these immense territories new ideas and new religions ;
and yet all these changes occurred at a time when even the
first tabernacle of the Anglo-Saxons bad not been formed, and
were wrought by the ancestors of those whom the writer in
your paper now describes as incapalle of further development,
only because the twig from which he bappens to protrude
appears now in its fresh and flourishing foliage, as compared
to that old and withered branch. He may bo correct in ono
sense of the law of vegetable physiology, but then to assert
that the same law which causes one branch of the {ree to
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wither, will not produce the same effect on the other, is a
paradox which no physiologist has yet had the courage to
advance. How could the particular school of phrenology to
which the writar in your journal seems to belong account for
ail those grand and extraordinary changes wrought by the
Asiatics in times gone by ? changes which could be viewed in
no other light than that of a prelude to the act in which it has
pleased Providence to appoint the long neglected Britons to
take a prominent part since the last century—changes which
were no more than original patterns given, on which the
modern Europeans have made but improvements. If the
Europeans have invented printing, steam engines, railroads,
and electric telegraphs, their great boasts in these days,
perhaps vox et preeterea nihil—it was the Asiatics who invented
and taught their masters the very letters which they now print,
the first principles of mathematics, astronomy, chemistry, and
mechanics, which contributed so largely to the development of
these yodern inventions ; it was the Asiatics who made them
acquainted with even such things as cotton and silk, with
which they now clothe themselves so prqfusely, and which
they have now turned so ungrateful as to leave the poor
descendants of the people, who showed them those useful
articles, to pick up the last rags of, not sufficient even to cover
their nakedness. The writer in your paper most unmercifully
stigmatizes the poor Hindus as incapable of further civiliza-
tion and improvement, and exults in the glory of his own
nation, iguorantly ascribing this change, which commenced but
(comparatively speaking) yesterday, to the natural superiority
of the latter over the former, when he is fully cognizaut of
the secret springs invented by the brains of his own nation,
which are calenlated so effectually, to work the rapid down-
fall, not only of the Hindus, but of all the nations of Asia,
with the wilful intent and purpose never to allow them to
raise up their heads again. The grinding policy of the British
Government in India is the great machine containing all these
secret springs, though covered outwardly with all the shows,
pretensions, and anxieties for the improvemept of the con-
dition of the people whom they secretly and inwardly detest
and abhor. Even under cover-.of 4hese pretensions to the
improvement of the country by means of roads and canals,
railways and electric telegraphs, their real motive is not kept
concealed, nor gan it be kept so from reflecting and intelligent
minds, inasmuch as all these means of improvement are
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calonlated to prove ultimately—nay, some statesmen candidly
and openly declare the real intent and purpose to which they
ought to be made subservient—to be so many powerful appli-
ances in their hands for effectually promoting their own self-
aggrandisement, for the extension of their own manufactures
and commerce, aud for the consolidation of their own
power. It cannot be denied that the natives may and do
derive benefits from all these means for the improvement of the
country, but indeed they can have no more share in the matter
than what the servants have after the trays have been removed
from off the sumptuous dinner table of a well-pampered
gourmand. Even tho universities, colleges, and schools, the
undeniable types of a pure and disinterested sympathy to-
wards the ignorant and bepighted natives, — colleges and
schools for whose planning and organization more than a
quarter of a century has already been spent, in mere tapes and
foolscaps, and lacs of Indian sterlings have already been
pocketed by the blessed sons of Great Britain, who have
engaged themselves in the laudable cause of the enlightenment
of the nalive mind, and yet the plan is represented by their
own brothers at this moment to be as imperfect and in as
infant a state as it was in the year 1823, when the Honourable
Mountstuart Elphinstone first took up the question of native
edueation on this side of India.—Even the colleges and schools,
1 repeat, appear to have been turned to no other purpose than
that of doling out their best alumni to the collectors, the secre-
taries, and other high functionaries in the shape of translators
and letter-writers, summaries and -report drafters, magisterial
proceeding writers,&e., tasks which had all along been performed
by these functionaries themselves, but are now prepared for
their signature by their subordinates, receiving allowances
which compared to theirs are a mere trifle—with the great
relief and the credit of having performed the work so well into
the bargain; while the poor native, who does all this, is
left degraded and unnoticed in a corner to bemoan his fate,
and is, moreover, ag a consolation to his poor heart, ecari-
catured abroad, as a being possessing a small eranium, indi-
cative of his natural inferiority #o the race which tyrannizes
over him!!! I ask the writer in the Bombay T¥mes in his
sober senses to tell me whether there is one-thousandth part of
the field left open to the native in these days which was open
to him before the asecendency of the British power in India?
Are not all the avenues to his promotion, or to the development
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of his mental energies, purposely and intentionally shut up ; and
shut up almost hermetically, to be never opened to him again ?
Is not he placed in the lowest grade of the service of the State
in all its departments, never to rise a single step, whatever may
be his abilities, his knowledge, his experience, and his age,
beyond a certain low degree, whilst European boys, fresh from
Haileybury or Addiscombe, inexperienced and half educated,
prone as yet to many boyish tricks, are put over their grey heads,
to begin their Indian career in a line which terminates with
a membership of the Council of India!!! Notwithstanding
all these salient instances of the grinding policy of the British
nation to keep the natives down, these helpless creatures are
taxed in the bargain for not equalling their masters, and the
fact is unjustly and perversely attributed to their nataral inca-
pacity for civilization. But the sober, reflecting, and disinter-
ested portion even of the European community, of whom,
thanks to God, there is no lack in India, cannot for a moment
be induced, from such ratiocination as is sot forth by the writer
in your paper, to conceive that a country which could prodace,
at times comparatively modern, such conquerors and statesmen
a8 Zenghis, Timoor, Baber, Akbar, Shivajee, Bajeerow, Nana
Pharnavis, Mahadjee Sindhia, and a host of others—a country
which could produce poets, legislators, statesmen, divines,
philosophers, astronomers, and mathematicians, equal, or
perhaps superior, to those of any other civilized country on
earth+-a country which could produce men in those rude days,
whose minds could conceive the idea and execute the plan of
such noble, stupendous, and elegant works as the exeavations
at Ellora, Elephanta, and several other places in India ; the
various hill forts, of great magnitude, in places high and difficult
of access in the Deckan; the beautiful temples and pagodas
—such a8 Trimal Najkh’s Tank and Palace, the Choultry
(a splendid granite hall, 333 feet by 82, on 128 stone pillars) ;
the Tyanana Swamy Pagoda, 300 feet high ; the great fourteen-
story Pagoda of Tanjore, built in the eleventh century; the
massive granite Pagoda, 1,000 feet by 660 feet, at Rameswaram,
on the Coromandel Coast—scattered throughout the length and
breadth of India ; and last, the elegant and magnificent arches
near Delhi, the Taj Mahal at Agra, the great canal of Joanpoor,
and numerous other works of civil and military architecture—
1 say, if a country could produce men to do all these genuine
works, unaided, and in times which modern Earopeans are
pleased to call barbarous, can it not a8 well produce in these
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days of civilization, with the refined and systematio training of
our modorn universities and colleges, men like Wellesley, Munro,
Elphinstone, Napier, and Outram, if the same scope and the
same advantages were given or afforded to them? DBat the
fact is, that the European mind is so strongly and perversely
prejudiced against the natives, that this legitimate and reason-
able proposition is often scouted, ridiculed, and denounced, as
a cobweb spun by the small brain of an ignorant Hindu.

(c) ¢ The effusion of such a writer as the one in your journal,
taxing the natives at one sweep as an inferior race, because
they do not equal the Europeans, reminds me of the story of
a tyrapnical father, who gave only three annas to one of his
sons to try his fortune, whilst to the others, his favourites, he
gave three lacs of rupees each, as the capital stock with which
to trade. In the course of ten years he called them all
together, and asked them what they had done with the moneys
which had been entrusted to them. Those who had three lacs
given to them, showed in their account bocks the increase of
their stock to thirty lacs, while the unfortunate young man who
had received three annas only, produced three hundred rupees
in ready cash. The inconsiderate and tyrannical father, being
enraged at the production of this paltry sum, took a whip into
his hands and commenced chastising the young man, who,
whilst undergoing the operation, asked the old gentleman to
ascertain the quotients of the sums originally given and the
amount presented by himself and his brothers, and then he
would be satisfied that his gain far cxceeded that of his brothers.
This lesson alone is sufficient to restore the large but disordered
brain of the writer in your paper to its healthy functions.

(d) “The writer in question will rot be able to deny that
the policy pursued by the Anglo-Saxons in the East is such as
is famously ealcnlated to degrade not only the Hindus but all
the Asiatics, in the scale of civilization and enlightenment, far
beneath the point which the latter attained when they were
left to themselves, and when they had free scope for the
exercise of their mental faculties and energies. The knowledge
and experience which the Anglo-Saxons bave derived from the
history of past ages have fully taught them that their hold in
the East can never be maintained but by degrading the natives
and representing them to the British inhabitants of their
mother country as a race ineapable of further civilization, lest
the people’s voice in Europe should enlist a sympathy in favour
of the Indians.
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(¢) **Such grand conceptions and schemes for the degrada-
tion of so vast a continent as India could not have emanated
from men of small brains, and the Anglo-Ssxons, from the cha-’
racteristic prominence of their foreheads, is certainly the only
race befitted by Providence tor achieve such an important and
creditable task ; but with my little brain, I shounld like to take
the liberty to give a bit of advice to the writer in your paper,
that before he could permit himself to look upon the promi.-
nence of the crania of his race with complacency, it would be
as well for him to pry a little internally, and see if they have a
corresponding heart to make them as perfect a race of human
beings on earth as could be wished in the sight of God and
man.

() “I may, however, inform my reader here, for his benefit,
that the civilization of the Avglo-Saxons, and indeed the whole
European nation, and of all races, has been conditioned on
contact. It is the remark of a great German historian, Niebahr,
perhaps the greatest historian of modern times: ¢ There is not
in history the record of a single indigenous civilization; there
is nowhere, in any reliable document, the report of any people
lifting themselves up out of barbarism. The historio civiliza-
tions are all exotiec. The torches that blaze along the line of
centuries were kindled each by the one behind.’”

There is nothing for me to retract from the above
general statements.

12. The following general facts concemmg the black
and coloured people of British Guyana and the West
Indian Islands may not be uninteresting to my reader.
The late Rev. W. C. Dowding, M.A., who had lived many
years in the West Indies, speaking of the black popula-
tion in general, obscrved: ¢‘They are now in the fullest
career of improvement, and after knowledge of them, as
parishioners, both young and old, in the school, in the
family, and at the sick bedside, it is impossible not to call
them a most promising people; mtelhgent orderly, and,
for the most part, religious. It is not necessary for our
purpose that we should make out a case, and I have no
wish to hide either their foibles or their faults. It would
be strange, indeed, if they had not both; but let it be
remembered that within the last twenty years these people
were saleable like the brutes that perish; suffered (almost
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encouraged) to live as the brutes; and it needs must be
considered a most significant fact, that they have riseh to
the requirements of their condition so rapidly, and taken
possession of their freedom with so little effort. Whilst in
these regions many are still thinking of the Negro as an
animal who wears a monkey face, and says ¢ Massa,’ with
just wit enough to be cunning, and just English enough
to lie, thero is a race growing up in these Western Islands,
seemly in their bearing, and very often handsome (civiliza-
tion and improvement fast Creolizing their features, and
effacing the uncomeliness of the African type); their
peasants as intelligent and intelligible as our own; their
advanced classes already a powerful bourgeoisie, of whose
future position we have an instalment in this, that even
now (and I pray it be carefully marked) it has its merchants,
its barristers, its clergymen, its magistrates, its Members
of Assembly, and (even) its Members of Couneil.!’ This
requires no further comment from me.

13. I may mention here the names of several Negroes
who raised themselves to very high positions in life.
Eustace, a Negro of the Island of St. Domingo, was an
eminent philanthropist: he devoted all his means to pro-
viding for the sick and needy, nursing and sheltering
orphans, and apprenticing destitute youths. He lived and
laboured only to make others happy. In 1832, the National
Institute of France awarded him the sum of onc thousand
dollars. JoB BeN SoroMon, AnNToNY WiLriam Amo (of
the Universities of Halle and Wittenberg), Doctors of
Philosophy ; Ianarrus Sancmo, and Francis WinLiaxs,
ranked high as scholars; ANNIBAL was a Lieutenant-
General in the Russian army; List.ET GEOFFROY was an
officer of artillery in the Isle of France. Other prominent
characters, both in the Colony of British Guyana and out of
it, could also be mentioned, but it is not necessary. This
magnificent Colony is in the hands of the descendants of
these worthies I have just mentioned, and it is entirely in
their power, and within their reach, to raise themselves in
a similar way to very high positions in life.

14. I am happy to notice, however, that the majority of
the Coolies who come to this Colony keep up a constant

c
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correspondence with their friends and relatives left behind
in India. The following facts I extract from the Honourable

ngémgratlon Agent-General’'s Annual Report for the year
1882 :—

“38.. A considerable correspondence is kopt up with the
mother country, both by the ordinary postal service, and through
this department in connection with the sgent at Calcutta.
Some of the letters sent through the former medium of com-
munication contain money and bills, and at times fail of reach-
ing their destination, owing possibly to incorrect addresses ;
these find their way back to the Colony, and the owners are
advertiged for, a list being also kept at the Immigration Office.
During the past year, 691 letters were sent through this
department, post free, to the agent in Calcutta for delivery,
and 187 remittances, aggregating £478 11s. 8d., in sums vary-
ing from 10s. to £25.

¢ This system adds not a little to the duties of the Agent in
India, and is doubtless less satisfactory to the Indian autho-
rities than the plan pursued in the neighbouring Colony of
Trinidad, where the remittances are made through the Receiver-
General direct to the Comptroller-General of India, who is
placed in funds by the Agent when advised, and the several
amounts paid through the Treasury Officers in the Mufasal.

“89. The following returns give a fuir idea of the stake
of the Indian Immigrant community in the Colony. They
own 13,074 cattle, and large flocks of goats, 174 carts, and
28 cabs.

“The following Table shows the purchase and sale of real

property by Indian immigrants :—
Iljl;;l;‘l}’s;gf N ‘Etg;f’f Value. Highest. Lowest.
70 65 $12,152 $850 $35

¢ The Registrar-General has been good enough to supply the
above figures, and other valuable tabulated information.

¢The Portuguese, who have long monopolized the shop-
keeping, have discovered keen eompetitors among the Indian
and Chinese immigrants, who now own 1,174 shops. I am
indebted to the Chief Commissary, Mr. Turner, for the sub-
joined information which he has been good enough to extract
with much trouble :—
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Portuguese Shops for the sale of Rum, Wine, and Malt
Liquors, Opium and Gange, Dry Goods, Meat, Cooked

Food, and Drugs e . . 1,644
Chmese ditto dltto dltto w634
East Indians  ditto ditto ditto ... .. 540

% 40. Government Savings Banks have already been esta-
blished in the three counties at George Town, New Amsterdam
and Suddie, and were the number considerably increased, and
offices opened at each police-station and branch post-office, as
recommended by the Postmaster-General, a large portion of
the immigrants’ earnings, which is now squandered in drink
and narcoties, would find its way into these institutions.”

15. These facts here stated fully prove that the Colony
of British Guyana is well adapted to meet the requirements
and desires of the Indian, Chinese, Portuguese, and others,
and that they can get on and prosper better in this ¢‘]and
of mud” than in their own native countries or homes.
The only regret is, the condition of the Colony, and the
facilities of making money by money or wealth hunters, arc
not sufficiently made known to the different classes of
people in India and elsewhere. Possibly this book may
fall into the hands of my numerous friends, clergy as well
as laity, in India, and -I would sincerely and earnestly
request them to inform the thousands of the labouring
clasges there that British Guyana (DAMeA or DEMERAILA,
as the Coolies are pleased to call it) is ‘“ Nau-Nadu,”
Achchd Dés (good country), free from famine, where
labourers can always find work, and never suffer hunger.
A person who has eaten lobba and drunk Creeck water will
never leave Demerara for ever, is a well-known saying in
the Colony, and the truth of this is more or less confirmed
every day. There are many Indian Coolies who have left
the Colony for their home, and yet it i3 a fact that a very
large number of them come back to labour on the sugar
estates. What I on many occasions publicly gave utter-
ance to, in conversation with several of my planter friends,
but which they did not approve of, has been warmly taken
up and recommended by Major Pitcher in his communica-
tion to H. A. Firth, Esq., Emigration Agent for British
Guyana in Calcutta. The following I extract from Major

c2
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Pitcher’s Report, published in the Royal Gazelte of
Saturday, January 13, 1883 :—

“The Colonial authorities, by grants ¢f land and bounties,
tempt time-experienced men to stay. In my humble opinion it
woald be a wiser policy if, for a few years to come, another
plan were given a trial, and that is to enconrage all good men
entitled to a free passage to return to their homes, undertaking
with such as might be worlh retaining to give them on re-
emigrating such advantages in the way of caurtailment of
indentare and grants of land as the Colony could afford. The
grant or terms might be proportionately increased for every
Coolie whom the returning emigrant might succeed in inducing
to accompany him, Under such a system, continued for say
ten years, a more popular knowlege of emigration would spread
through the recruiting field, and in this idea I am supported by
the practical opinion of the emigrant I have above referred to.
Anthony Trollope ,wrote :—‘It is natural enough that men
should hesitate to trust themselves to a future of which they
know nothing. It required that some few should come out and
prosper and refurn with signs of prosperity.’

¢ Through a returned French emigrant I am informed that
drinking and gambling prevail amongst the Coolies resident in
the French Colonies to a deplorable extent, and that the
reason for 8o few returning from Guadaloupe and Martinique
when their five years’ term expires, is due to cash bounties
being offered in lieu of passage, which bounties are speedily
gambled away. My information may be wrong, but I fail from
the correspendence to discover that Government has any
better. Coolies do certainly not return from the French
Colonies in such numbers as might fairly be expected.

‘ Amongst returned emigrants there seem to be some
popular notions on the subject. Trinidad (Chini Ta'l) has the
preference, then Demerara (Damra or Demeraila). All speak
well of Jamaica. Little is known yet of either Figi or Natal.
Mauritius (More righteous and Mirch) is admitted to have
advantages in the shortness of the journey, the cheapness
of the return passage, and (for the lazy) in the payments of
monthly wages in the place of a daily task, or rather piece-
work ; but industrious people prefer the latter. Rightly or
wrongly, Mauritius has acquired a doubtful reputation in some
of the lower districts, and at Gorakhpur I was told by a recruiter
that Coolies would sometimes say that they were ready to go
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to any Colony but Mauritius. We know from the latest report
that this feeling is most unjust to Mauritius of the present day,
and any discredit attaching to it must be a reflection of the
old days of ‘Vagrant hunts,’ or of its French neighbour
Bourbon (Birboon).

“Over the French Colonies heads are shaken. French
masters are credited with heating their Coolies, and with
indifference to the Coolies’ morality in the direction of drinking
and gambling. No one appears ever to have met or heard of
any Coolie who had been to Cayenne. Of Surinam it is said
that the Coolies are not so well housed and looked after as
they are in Demerara, and that they do not earn so much money,
but that the Dutch are kind masters. Such little as has been
heard of Natal is good.

“] hardly think that colonial planters can be aware of the
inordinate value attached by Asiatics to ¢chits,’ or testi-
monials. If they were, they would be careful to give every
man of good conduet, on leaving, a testimonial as to character.
Better still, if the colonial aunthorities would give to the well-
conducted certificates of good conduct when leaving, and the
more highly emblazoned the better. Such testimonials would
be flourished by the emigrant on returo, to the envy of his
village neighbours, who, with reference to any outward signs
of wealth, might remark that ¢ perhaps he stole it,” but would
look on the ¢chit’ or certifieate with real respect. A returned
emigrant exhibited to me the other day, with a face full of
honest pride, a receipt in English for the price of a cow which
he had bought from some planter for forty dollars.”

- - - L4 » »

¢ One Din Mubhammad returned from Demerara eighteen
months ago, after an absence of fifteen years; took his wife out
with him, and brought her back. Had money, but his wife’s
illness and death, six months ago, ¢ost him a great deal. Was
now going to try his lack in Natal, though he would rather go
to Demerara, if only the season were open.

¢ Spoke with intense scorn of Hindusian, ag being unfit to
live in after Demerara. No short-commons there, no famine.
I drew him out by suggesting that it was very cold, that they
could not get fish, and so on, which elicited from him lavish
praise of everything and every one connected with Demerara
as compared with Hindustan., With him was his sop, a boy of
five or six, and particularly bright and intelligent. The child
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bad returned from Demerara speaking English, but could now
only say a few words, which, however, he seemed very pleased
to have an opportunity of using.”

16. I must pot extend this Introductory Chapter any
further, as the reader will find ample information given in
the book on all subjects necessary for him to know about
the country and people. I may, however, state here that
a new derivation of the origin of the name ‘‘ Demerara
has been suggested to me by an educated Coolic in the
Colony, who returned to British Guyana very recently. He
said Demerara is derived from the Fictoria Regia lily
- (referred to in the first chapter), and means Tdmarei-iru
=TawararaA (a corrupted form), or DEMERARA, the Land or
Country of the White Lotus or Lily, on which sits Siva,
wearing a tiger-skin garment. This plant was formerly
venerated by the Egyptians as much as it is now by the
Hindus. It is a sacred flower among the Coolies of British
Guyana, and hence DamarUrvy, the country in which this
large plant is found.

17. In conclusion, whatever may be the prosperous con-
dition of the Colony, there is no denying the fact that the
want of efficient labourers is keenly felt, from time to time,
on the different sugar estates in the Colony, and anything
that is done to alleviate this want is certain to mect with
the approval of the planter community. It is one thing to
procure labourers from all parts of the world; it is quite
another thing to retain them. Demerara has to redeem
her character to a certain extent amongst the neighbour-
ing islands, where it is asserted that the Colony is a ‘* City
of refuge’’ for the scum of the West Indies. The Colony
does not require city loafers and wharf loungers, but it
does urgently stand in need of steady and industrious
labourers, and these can only be retained by offering them
special inducements to remain and settle down in the
Colony. The Barbadian agriculturist as a rule may be
considered, in contrast with the Coolie, a skilled labourer,
and when he really settles down on an estate, it is
generally found that his services are extrcmely valuable;
but let the same man remain in George Town, and he
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becomes a perfect nuisance to his neighbours, and to all
who come in contact with him. After the most careful
inquiry we find that the great majority of cases brought
before the notice of the police magistrates, from day
to day, for the use of indecent language, for assaults,
&c., are against Barbadians; coneequentl’y it is to be
regretted that means cannot be devised to secure their
transport to, and selection on, estates immediately after
their arrival. Whatever steps may be taken to secure the
extension of Barbadian immigration, we are of opinion that
the following items should be borne in mind, that some-
thing should be obtained from the labourer in the shape of
indenture, that he will remain a certain time in the Colony ;
that he will proceed to an estate immediately upon his
arrival; and that the payment of his return fare be made
dependent upon the report made by the manager of the
estate upon which he has resided.-

N.B. The reader will find elsewhere in this book some
remarks on West Indian Creole labourers,



CHAPTER 1.

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE COLONY OF BRITISH
GUYANA IN GENERAL.

1. AMERICA, or the New World, was discovered in the year
1492 by Christopher Columbus, a native of Genoa. It is dis-
tinguished from all the other great divisions of the globe by
the size and grandeur of its mountains, lakes, and rivers. It
is divided by the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea into
two vast peninsulas—one of which is called North, and the
other South America, and united by the Isthmus of Panama
or Darien. And British Guyana is situated in the north part
of the South American Continent, and is supposed by some to
have been discovered by Vasco Nunes and Diego de Ordas. As
early as A.D. 1580, according to Schomburgk, some inhabitants
of Zealand, one of the Provinces of Holland, effected a settle-
ment near the river Pomeroon, and subsequently on the banks
of the Essequibo.

2. Guayana, Guianna, or Guiona (called by some of the
earliest French visitors to this Colony in 1693 ¢ Caribane,”
the origin possibly of the name Courobana, which has puzzled
some of our antiquaries, as applied to the East Coast of Deme-
rara), was so named from a tribe of Indians called “Guayan-
nols.” It lies between 8 deg. 40 min. north lat., and 3 deg.
30 min. south lat., and between the 50th and 68th deg. of
long. west of Greenwich. In the Dutch language the word
Guiana signifies the wild coast ; and, indeed, before the people
from different parts of the world began to settle here, it was
a wild country, with extensive savannahs or plains (wet and
dry), and a dense mass of unrivalled foliage, comprising
palms, mangroves (Rhizophora Mang.), Courida bushes (A4vi-
cennia Nitida), ferns, and other plants and useful trees, where
the prowling beast, the dreaded reptile, the wild bird, and the
noxious insect roamed at large.
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3. British Guyana, the now most important colony of Great

Britain in the West Indies, was once an asylum for the re-
dundant population of Barbadoes and other islands in the
Caribbean Sea. It was taken possession of by the English
in the war between England and France, when Holland was
overrun by the French and incorporated in the French empire.
The colony is called “the British Guyana,” to distinguish it
from the Venezuelan or Spanish, the Dutch, the French, and the
Brazilian or Portuguese Guyanas. It extends from Venezuela
to the river Corentyne, which last is the line of division
between British and Dutch Guyana. It comprises the three
provinces or counties of Demerara, Essequebo (or Essequibo),
and Berbice. Formerly Berbice was under a separate Govern-
ment, but in 1831 it was united to Demerara and Essequibo
under one Government, having for their capital Georgetown.
When the Dutch had possession of the Colony, they called
their capital Stabroek, which has since been changed to George-
town by the English. The present public market, a handsome
iron building of large dimensions, erected in 1881 by an
American, a Mr. Matt. Mackay, in the city still goes by the
name of Stabroek market. At the time of the Dutch the fort
and public buildings were higher up the river than they are
now, at Diamond Point, and the suburb of Kingston, between
the town and the sea, was built up by the British Garrison,
being the coolest and healthiest quarter, and was called so
after the capital of Jamaica. The barracks in the immediate
neighbourhood of Kingston Wesleyan Chapel and the sea-wall
are called “the Evelary Barracks.”

4. Although this “magnificent province,” or colony, has
been in the possession of the English nation since 1803, very
little notice seems to have been paid to it in the mother
country. A noble lord, who twice filled the office of Secretary
of State for the Colonies, spoke of it in Parliament as one
of the West India Islands. A similar mistake was made
only a few years ago in the Colfon Supply Reporter, pub-
lished at Manchester, the great manufacturing emporium of
the North of England. Many people, even ministers and
clergymen, in Englund speak of British Guyana—part of the
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American Continent—as one of the West India Islands, and
those missionaries who are appointed from year to year by
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference to labour in this Colony
sometimes look upon their appointments with dread, and
believe that they are going to a country where they will soon,
very soon, be cut down. They seem to think that British
Guyana—Demerara—is Africa, ‘“the white man’s grave.”
Dire visions of fever and ague, and ghosts of the victims of
“pestilential swamps,” haunt their imagination, and they
banish the thoughts of such an inhospitable, unhealthy country
from their memories. The English are not the only nation
who speak of the Colony as one of the islands ; there are some
in the very Colony itself who make a similar mistake. The
very children who attend our public and private schools have
often spoken of the country as an island.

5. British Guyana contains about 100,000 square miles of
land, pearly the whole of which is productive, but the greater
part in the highest degree fertile. Its whole length, from
east to west, is 280 miles, and its breadth, from north to
south, from 300 to 450 miles. Its population, according to
the decennial census taken on April 3, 1881, is estimated at
252,186, of which 69,554 are immigrants from India and
China. A few years ago there were 7,656 aborigines, and I
believe this number is included in the above. In fact, it is
almost an impossibility to find out the exact number of the
abewigines, the lords of the soil, on account of their roving
and unsettled habits. The following Table may not be un-
interesting to my reader : —

BIRTH TLACES OF THE TEOPLE,

British Guyana ... 149,639
India ... 05,161
China . .. 4,393
Madecira and Azor.s ... 6,879
West Indid Islands ... 18318
Kurope ... w. 1,617
North America ... 205
Africa .. 5,077

Qther places 897

Grand Total ... .. 232,186
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Included under the head ¢ Born in British Guyana,” chiefly
under the age of sixteen years, are :—

Males. Femal

7,718 7 065 born of parents from India.
454 387 ” » 5y China.

2,558 24,897 , » s Madeira.

10,725 82,339
Of the 252,186 inhabitants of the Colony, there are:—

In Georgetown .. 471175
In the County of Demerara,
exclusive of Georgetown... 112,268
In the County of Essequibo 45,582
In the Town of New Amster-
o the County of Derbi Sz
ncluglv:‘;f :w Amsltce;’i:lxn 39,037 &:‘ - 'row mm
252,186 195 491 58 G‘J.)
6. British Guyana is a well-watered garden. It is watered
by four larger and six smaller rivers, but improperly called
creeks; the larger rolling vast bodies of water into the
ocean, and capable of being navigated fifty, seventy, one
hendred, and one hundred and fifty miles from their estuaries,
thus opening all parts of the rich and magnificent land to the
enterprise, industry, and commerce of man. The course of
these rivers is from south to north, and their origin is difficult
to trace in the wild and mountainous interior. We require a
second enterprising and plodding Schomburgk or Livingstone to
travel many hundieds of miles away in the interior to find out
their origin. The whole of this rich land is formed by the
vast quantity of mud which has been brought down from
time to time by these rivers: hence British Guyana is some-
times sarcastically called, “The Mud Plain,” “The Mud
Country,” “The Land of Mud,” and its natives, or those born
in the land, are playfully called ¢ Mud-heads,” but it is a very
wrong and unjust expression to be used to the people of the
soil. The Demerara (called Lemdrare by Raleigh and his fol-
lowers; Rio de Mirara by the Spaniards; and Inrewary, or
Demerary, by the Dutch), or The Wonderful River, is of a dirty
yellow, and is one mile and three.quarters wide at its mouth.
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Borselen, an island about twenty miles up this river, was once
the head-quarters of the Dutch, and the capital of this settle-
ment. About thirty miles from our present town up this
river we meet with sandhills from 100 to 150 feet high, and
nearly perpendicular—a fine place for marooning or picnicking.
From these hills white sand is procured in abundance. The
Essequibo — called by the Indians Araunauma, by Hakluyt
Devoritia or Dessekeber—named after one of the officers of
Diego Columbus, D. Juan Essequibel, is the largest river in
British Guyana. It is next in size to the Orinoco, and hence
called by the Indians “the younger brother of the Orinoco.”
At the mouth of the Essequibo, and further up, are situated
several islands, about 865 in number, some of which are from
twelve to fifteen miles long. The principal islands, which
are inhabited, and which have sugar estates on them, are
Waakenaam (signifying ¢ in want of a name”) or Margaritta,
Leguan (from El Guano), Tiger or Arowabische, Hog, and
Troolie. And the Berbice is the third large river which
waters this magnificent province. At its mouth it is upwards
of two miles wide. It was in the upper part of this river that
the remarkable Victoria Regia lily, whose flower is larger than
a man's head, and the leaves five feet across, was discovered
in 1836, by Sir Robert Schomburgk. At the mouth of this
river is situated the Crab Island. The six smaller rivers of
British Guyana are the Pomeroon, Boerasiri, Mahaica, Ma-
haicony, Abaris, and Canje. The Corentyne, which is another
large river, commences about twenty-five miles from the source
of the Essequibo, in the Acarai mountains. The Cayie, the
Barima, the Morocco, and the Warrima, are also large creeks
which water the land. All the rivers and creeks in the Colony
abound in huge alligators or caymans, water pythons, or
camudi-snakes (Annaconda), fish, &c., &e. The cataracts and
rapids met with in the course of the rivers are exceedingly
interesting, numerous, and beautiful. Some of them are large,
and others small. The great “Fall of the River Demerara”
is about sixty feet high, and is situated about three hundred
miles from the embouchure of the river. But the greatest fall
or cataract (far greater than the once celebrated and unrivalled
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Niagara) in the world now, is the one which was recently dis-
covered by Mr. C. B. Brown. It is called the Keiturie Fall,
on the river Potaro, a tributary of the river Essequibo.

7. British Guyana is a rich country; but scarcely any-
thing has been yet done to develope its resources. Here
the production of sugar almost exclusively engages the atten-
tion of the people of every class. It has been the staple of
the Colony, and, despite the European beet-root, I believe
and trust it will long continue to be so. But why should
this interfere with the development of the other resources of
the Colony 1 1t is true that a fostering care must be bestowed
upon the planting interest, and every possible assistance be
given to procure the essential labour at the lowest possible
rate; but could not that be done simultaneously with en-
couraging other productions? I believe that it could. At
present we are entirely dependent upon foreign markets for
our food and raiment; and yet we allow the extensive
lands of our “magnificent province "—the ¢ paradise of the
labouring man”—to lie waste, to lie uncultivated. I am
of opinion, that if the Colony of British Guyana is ever to
be developed at all, it must be by other hands than those
of Europeans, though British pluck and perseverance may
supply the capital and devise the means. On the Coolie or
the Chinese must the future of the Colony depend, except in
the matter of sugar production, and every one knows that sugar
planters regard with justifiable jealousy any attempt to give
the Coolies land of their own to cultivate, knowing. that it is
80 much taken away from sugar cultivation, and that the
expense of introduction will have been lost. Perhaps the
planting interest cannot reasonably be expected to push for-
ward any scheme not connected with sugar, but I think they
forget that as the population increases there will be a labour
supply becoming available in the Colony itself, and that
gradually the necessity of our introducing Coolies at such
enormous expense, only for the sake of a few years’ work, will
be obviated. There is too much Conservatism amongst the
class which rules the roast in Demerara, and until a broader
view is taken, I am afraid that Demerara will only be valu-
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able for its sugar belt. This exclusive sugar-growing business
has been most injurious to, and I believe the bane of, the
Colony, and, indeed, of the West Indies. I, for one, would
heartily bid Godspeed to any enterprise which tends to divert
native labour and capital from this exclusive sugar cultivation.

8. In the interior of the Colony we have vast savannahs
-capable of pasturing thousands of cattle, sheep, and horses;
immense primeval forests, where the sound of the woodman’s
axe has never yet been heard, extending some hundreds of
miles, with the finest of woods, whkich are wholly unknown in
the European markets. Green-heart, purple-heart, mora,
bullet-tree, wallaba, crab-tree, and other woods, are all valu-
able, and are used for house-frames, stellings, planking of
vessels, &c., and furniture. From the seeds and bark of the
grecn-heart and mora, a valuable medicine called birbirine is
prepared, and used in cases of fevers and dysentery. Also,
when the Indians are unable to procure food, they grate the
seeds of the green-heart and mora, and mixing the starch thus
obtained with decayed wallaba-wood, they eat it. These trees
vary in height from 120 to 150 feet. The pine-apple, which
is seldom to be seen in Europe, except upon the tables of the
wealthy, is cultivated without much trouble and labour. The
different varieties of the orange tribe; the shaddock, a large
orange-like fruit, as big as a child's head ; and the grape fruit,
something between the orange and the shaddock, all thrive
in this region of perpetual spring and summer. The mango
in its manifold varieties, the best of which are equal in deli-
cacy to the ripe peach ; the sapodilla, full of a rich pulp and
syrup, not surpassed in deliciousness by a full ripe pear; the
sugar-apple, the sour-sop, the guava, and a variety of plums
and other luscious fruits grow in the Colony, not only for the
sustenance, but also for the enjoyment and happiness of man.
The cocoanut-tree is one of the palm species, and one of the
most beantiful trees that grow. In the course of some years
it runs up to a height of forty or fifty feet, sending forth all
the time a profusion of large, drooping leaves, like a beautiful
plume of feathers. From its fifth or sixth year it puts forth
fruit ; and when established, like the tree of life, spoken of in
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the Apocalypse, it blooms every month, exhibiting its fruit-in
every stage of growth, from the flowery blossom to the full
ripe fruit. When the fruit has reached a certain growth, it
contains in a large nut, that weighs eight or ten pounds, about
a pint of delicious milk or water, which forms a cool delightful
beverage. If the nut is left to ripen on the tree, this milk
gradually hardens, first into a clear white jelly, and then to a
hard kernel, from which is extracted a valuable oil. The
hard shell of the nut can be formed into cups susceptible of a
high degree of polish ; while the thick fibrous covering by
which it is enclosed, furnishes valuable material for mats
and stuffing for chairs and sofas in lieu of horsehair. Speak-
ing of the cocoanut-tree, a Hindu sage in the Mdadure says,
¢ Be not anxious for an immediate reward for anything good
you may have done; for the fine and strong good-grown
cocoanut-tree returns from its top the water it drank by the
roots. That benefit which has been shown to a good man
will, doubtless, be in some way returned.” We have also vast
tracts of land capable of producing the finest cotton, wheat,
and rice in the world, which thousands of persons who would
not, or could not, work upon sugar estates, could gladly cultivate
on their own small patches. A few years ago the rice grown
in this Colony was introduced into the London market, and it
was pronounced the best, and topped Carolina, which was
then at the head of the list. A rice-growing company was
formed in the City, but because a few of the merchants and
planters were opposed to the scheme, it died a sudden death
after nine days’ wonder or talk. Valuable as sugar is, it is
worse than impolitic to hang all our fortunes on one staple ;
and this grain only requires to be once fairly started to sup-
plement adequately our saccharine friend. The United States
were settled over a century before they made a bale of cotton,
and now cotton grows in the States in abundance. This
Colony is flat, rich, easily flooded, water is abundant, and the
seasons are admirably adapted for the culture of cotton. A few
of the planters and proprietors tried the growth of cotton,
but they soon got tired of it. Sugar! sugar! was their cry.
‘We have in British Guyana stores imcalculable of balatta (a



32 CHAPTER 1.

substance resembling indiarubber, obtained from the mltk of
the bullet-tree) and other commercial gums. We have also
ranges of mountains with mines of gold, and ‘various speci-
mens of crystals, jasper, and other precious stones, &e.
Thousands of square miles of land of incalculable richness
surround the Colony, and yet only a small portion of it is under
cultivation. Sugar is the chief and almost the only thing that
is cultivated here. This seems to be regarded as ¢ the one
thing needful,” and is the subject of daily (week days and
Sundays alike) conversation among the planters. They think
of sugar going to bed, and think of sugar when they rise in
the morning. All the politics in the Colony have a tendency
to this “all-important” and *all-absorbing” subject. Hence,
I believe, Mr. A. Trollope, in a playful manner, and yet with a
good deal of sly raillery, remarked, “The form of [British
Guyana] government is a mild despotism tempered by
sugar.” Truly, as he has said, British Guyana flows with
sugar and rum. Two planters found themselves one Sunday
morning in a church in Essequibo, when the following con-
versation took place between them during the reading of
the Church service, which reached the ears of the congre-
gation :— '

¢ Intermingling with the pious ejaculations of the priest
and the responses of the ;l)(eople were overheard,—‘Man,
I had a splendid week's work ; 160 hogsheads ; the like of it
has never been heard of.’ O ye whales, and all that move in
the waters. ¢ What was the weight of your bags, and how many
to a hogshead ¥’ O all ye beasts and cattle. ¢ Seven bags to
the hogshead, and each bag 200 lbs. weight.’ O ye children
of men. ¢ And is that what you're bragging about? Why, I
allow nine bags to the hogshead, and every one 240 lbs.” Here
the first speaker became quite devout and turned to his prayer
book, as if it were the only thing in the world he cared about.”—
Extracted from the Royal Gazelte of Nov. 27,1880,

British Guyana is a wealthy colony, it is true, but it requires
means at command to attract shepherds, miners, agriculturists,
cultivators of sugar, and all others who have a willing mind
and strong arm to engage in any branch of industry.
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9. The interior of the Colony teems with living beings,
beasts, reptiles, insects, and birds, both injurious and useful to
man. Among the beasts of prey and those injurious to man,
we may mention the jaguar or tiger, puma, tiger-cat, alligator,
salempenter, crab-dog, yawarrie, cougar or deer-tiger. The
playful and lively monkey and sakuwinki, water-haas, peccary,
deer, lobba, agouti, and iguana, are among the useful. It
is a common belief among people here that if a stranger eat
the lobba flesh and drink the creek or bush water, he will
never die out of this country. Among the reptiles may be
mentioned the water python or camudi, which lurks by the
river banks, a species of the East Indian or American boa-
constrictor ; the rattlesnake, which gives timely warning ; the
kono-kosi or bush-master, the terror of man and beast; and
the labairi, speckled with a dirty brown. We bave heard
of another most venomous snake called the parrot-snake,
to be found in the interior, but we have never seen it.
Among the principal insects of British Guyana we find ants,
beetles, béterouge, butterflies, centipedes, wood-slaves, chigoes
(or jiggars), cockroaches, marabanters (Jack Spaniards or
‘wasps), mosquitoes, and sandflies, which are very troublesome
little things, scorpions, spiders, and tarantulas. And among
birds, which we have in endless variety, we may mention the
parrots and macaws of all colours, green, blue, yellow, and
scarlet ; paroquets, which fly overhead in screaming flocks ;
the cassique or mocking bird, which imitates almost every
sound it hears; and the cock of the rock, which lives in
lonely places, as the caves of the rocks. It is crowned with a
fine double crest, the wing and tail plumes are brown and
white, and the other parts of its body are of a deep orange
tint. The campanella, or bell-bird, is one of the most beautiful-
looking birds, whose voice, like the tone of a high-sounding
bell, is heard in the interior at the distance of three or four
miles when silence reigns. Like the cock of the rock it is a
bird very difficult to be caught. Wild ducks, pigeons, herons,
cranes, currie-curries, gauldings, and spoonbills, are birds
which are used for food. There is in this Colony a strange-
looking black bird called the ¢ Who you” or “ Jumbie ” bird,

D
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with a long tail. Like the owl, it never stirs in daytime.
But at night it will leave its roosting-place, and hop about on
the ground crying, “ Who you$” The words are so distinctly
uttered, that the voice of the bird has been mistaken for a
human voice. Some time in August, 1877, whilst returning
home at night from Victoria Wesleyan Chapel, on the east
sea-coast, the groom told me that several years ago (when
slavery was in existence) an African working on a plantation,
finding that some accident had happened to the engine at
work, was running fast to his master’s house to report the cir-
cumstance. On the road he was asked, “ Who you 1" and he,
believing it was a human voice proceeding from the bush,
stopped to answer the question. A little farther on he was
similarly accosted, and stopped to explain the reason why he
was running. When he found that it was only a black bird
that asked him “Who you?” he was so frightened that he
ran home to his house without going to his master, and
fancied that the ¢ Jumbie” in the form of a black bird was
following him all the way, and died from fright.

10. The mountains of British Guyana are not to be seen on
the sea-coast, but far away in the interior. The Ouangowai
{or Mountains of the Sun), the Sierra-Acarai, Kaiawako,
Carawaimi, Caruma, Mocajahi, KaiIrita, or Kai-Iwa (or
Mountains of the Moon), Tinijaru, Sierra-Yauina, Canuca or
Canocow, Twasinki, Pacaraima, and others, are to be found
far away from the coasts. These mountains vary in height
from 3,000 to 5,000 feet above the table land, or 7,500 feet
above the level of the sea. The most important of these
mountains is the Peak of Roraima—red rock—which ascends
7,620 feet above the sea. Thisis a most remarkable moun-
tain. The Indians in their dances and warsongs sing of
“Roraima, the red-rocked, wrapped in clouds, the ever-
fertile source of streams.” In consequence of the darkness
which frequently prevails when thick clouds hover about its
summit, it is likewise called the Night Mountain ; and then
the Indians sing, “ Of Roraima, the red-rocked, I sing, where
with day-break the night still prevails.” A quotation from a
work entitled Roraima and British Guiana, by Mr. J. W.



THE COLONY OF BRITISH GUYANA. 35

Buddam Whetham, will best describe this wonderful moun-
tain :—

“ At the foot of the mountain the hilly ground lay in
patches of yellow stony savannah, and dark strips of wood-
land rising in elevation as they approached its base. Then
came a forest-clad ravine whose further side sloped stately up to
a distance of about 3,000 feet, and springing directly out of this
sea of green rose a perpendicular wall of red rock, 1,500 feet
in height. Hardly a shrub broke the sheer descent of the
shining cliff; scarcely a line of verdure marked where clinging
grasses had gained a footing on its smooth face. The south-
eastern corner was slightly rounded, and its tower-like ap-
pearance increased its general resemblance to a Titanic forti-
fication, a few miles in length, rising from a forest glacis.
The glancing rays of the sun struck the red sandstone layers
which shone like glass and stood out in bold and bright relief
above their green base. A fly could hardly have rested on
the slippery slabs. . .. The level summit line was backed by
forest trees, which to us appeared like bushes, and from their
feet, like skeins of floss silk swaying in the wind, three water-
falls descended and were lost in the woods below. But towards
the northern end of the mountain, a magnificent cascade,
whose lips seemed to be below the summit, sprang in a broad
silvery arch right down into the green depths, barely touching
the rocky walls in its descent.”

In the interior of Guyana is found another rock called
Ataraipu, or the Devil's Rock, which forms a kind of natural
pyramid. This rock is the greatest geological wonder of
Guyana. The whole height of this pyramid rock is about
900 feet above the river Guidaru (which in the Indian
tongue signifies a kind of war club, and is a tributary of the
Fssequibo), and 1,300 feet above the sea. Fanciful hiero-
glyphics and picture-writing on the rocks of granite, quartz-
porphyry, gneiss, and jasperous sandstone, are also to be seen
in many places in the interior of British Guyana. This part
of the rocky region reminds one of the Sinaitic Valley, which
it was our privilege to visit in the year 1857. “The figures’
represented are of the most varied and singular description ;
rude outlines of birds, animals, men and women, and other
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natural objects; but it is not a little curious that among the
sculpturings should be found some clumsy sketches of large
vessels with masts (evidently of modern date), on some granite
rocks at the Ilha de Pedra, on the river Negro. In many
places the hieroglyphics appear to represent writing, and the
characters have, in many instances, been traced to bear resem-
blance to Hebrew and other dialects; whether this is merely
a coincidence, or whether there actually exists a connection
between the languages of the East and West, is a problem for
the learned to solve.” How, when, and by whom, these
fanciful hieroglyphics and representations were made on these
rocks, has yet to be ascertained. Perhaps by erecting a staging
against the face of the rock, or when the river was much above
its usual height, these inscriptions might have been made or
cut out with a pointed iron tool. The figures were evidently
cut with great care, and at much labour, by a former race of
men, Indians, for some great purpose, probably a religious
one, as some of the figures give indications of worship.*

11, The nature of the climate of British Guyana is hot, but
cooled by the trade wind, and not liable to great changes of
temperature. On account of the occasional occurrence of yellow
fever, which epidemic is a fatal foe to “new comers” and
seamen, this Colony has been looked upon in the same light
as some parts of Western Africa, as “the white man’s grave.”
On account of a few deaths which have occasionally occurred
here, the character and good name of this Colony have been
at stake in England. I have heard from our young mis-
sionaries, sent out by the Methodist Conference, and have also
myself heard, before I came to the Colony in 1860, what ex-
aggerated or untruthful accounts have often been given of the
unhealthfulness of British Guyana. I believe there are many
in England who would almost shudder at the thought of being
obliged to pass a short time here. One missionary was told
by some of his friends and relations that no sooner would he
land in Demerara, than he would get sick and die right off.
It would be really laughable, if the matter were not so exceed-

* See this subject fully treated in my Guyanian Indians, Sect. V1.,
pp. 85-41.
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ingly serious, to contemplate the horror with which this much-
vaunted El Dorado of Sir Walter Raleigh is regarded by the
English people. There are Europeans who have been living
here for many years, who bear testimony in their own persons
to the immunity from disease that may be enjoyed in this
Colony. Here one may live in good health if he only wishes.
It would seem as if here, more than anywhere else, Providence
had placed the life and death of each man in his own hands.
It is true that the preservation of health may necessitate some
self-denial ; but certainly no greater sacrifice than the import-
ance of the object to be gained deserves. Educated men from
England coming to settle here soon learn the importance of
paying proper attention to health ; but sailors and soldiers are
not easily taught to seek what is for their advantage, and
they are constantly overstepping the bounds of prudence, and
hence they sicken and die. This is a very healthy country
for those who are suffering in England from consumption.
Here they can live much longer than they can in England,
and probably they may get quite rid of the disease. In future
let the missionaries, and others appointed to labour in this
Colony, be plainly told, on their appointment, that for those
who take care of themselves Demerara has not more dangers
than other parts of the world. “There never was a land so
ill spoken of, and never one that deserved it so little.”

12. Speaking about the nature of the British Guyana
climate, Dr. Hancock, who resided in the country for twenty-
five years, bore this testimony :—

“Guyana is most favourably situated of any part of the
world, perhaps, with respect to the winds and sea breezes. It
lies in the main tract of the equinoctial current, whilst hurri-
canes, so terrific and destructive amongst the West Indian
Islands, are unknown here, and the equinoctial gales are
extremely steady and uniform. .. ... In the interior parts of
Guyana the purity of the air is such that in the dry season the
stars appear like brilliants in the deep azure sky at night, and
we not unfrequently perceive planets in the daytime. At the
same time the splendour of the moon and the zodiacal light
contribute to make the nights most pleasing, and to throw a
charm on every object. "]i.he testimony of the wood-cutters
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constantly assures us that the wooded parts and inland forests
are never found to be unhealthy to either Europeans or others.
These are facts which I can vouch for, and, to show that they
are not contrary to reason, let it be considered that it is not
the absolute degree of temperature that determines the salu-
brity of any climate ; but, as every one knows, it is the great
and sudden changes from heat to cold, and from cold to heat,
which chiefly render any country unhealthy. Now, there is
probably no country on the globe where the temperature is
more uniform than in Guyana.”

hAgain, Sir R. Schomburgk, a more recent authority, states
that

“The salubrity of the interior is proverbial, and there are
many instances of longevity among the settlers on the banks
of the rivers Demerara, Berbice, and Essequibo. The natural
drainage is here so perfect, that all impurities are swept off
by the torrents of rain, and the purity of the air is so great,
that the planets Venus and Jupiter may be seen in the day-
time. While descending the Upper Essec,luibo in December,
1838, we saw, one afternoon at,three o’clock, the sun, the
moon, and the planet Venus.”

The year is divided into two wet and two dry seasons. The
long wet season commences about the middle of April, and,
with westerly winds prevailing, lasts until August. The dry
season then begins and continues until November. December
and January constitute the short wet season, and February
and March the short dry season. The sea breezes prevail
with scarcely any intermission throughout the dry season.
The temperature seldom falls below 75 deg. Fahr., or rises
above 90 deg. Fahr. The mean annual temperature of George-
town is 81 deg. Falr. ; and the average rainfall is 100 inches.
In his annual report to the Government for 1878, the Health
Officer states : —

“The port of Georgetown ought to be placed at the head of
the list of seaports with regard to healthiness. The number
of seamen who entered the port of Georgetown during 1878
was 10,982 ; of these 455 were admitted into the seamen’s
hospital, out of whom only four died—one from accident,
living only a few hours after admission; three of chronic
dysentery of long standing, a disease in no way connected
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with the climate. It is a remarkable fact that not a single
death took place from illness contracted in the Colony.”

In a climate like Demerara, where malaria is one of the
principal ills against which the inbabitants have to contend,
the following paragraph will not be without interest :—

“ The monks of the Abbey of Tre Fontane, in the malarious
Roman Campagna, where a few years ago no one could sleep
at night without contracting disease, have made their Eroperty
habitable and healthy by means of plantations of the euca-
lyptus. Trees four years old are twenty-six feet high and
twenty-eight inches in circumference, while those eight years
old are fifty feet high and nearly three feet in circumference.
The eucalyptus owes its fever-dispelling properties princi-
pally to the enormous quantity of water which it can absorb
from the soil—twice the weight of its leaves in twelve hours
—and to its property of secreting an aromatic essential oil,
by which its oxidation produces peroxide of hydrogen—one of
the most powerful disin&cting ents. The monks also find it
good to drink a tea made from the leaves of the tree.”

13. In the towns, villages, and hamlets of British Guyana
we have living people from nearly all parts of the globe.
Here are Europeans, comprising the English, Scotch, Irish,
Freneh, Dutch, and Portuguese from Madeira; Coolies from
India and China, speaking their-own lauguages, and the many
dialects, and observing nearly all the customs of their countries ;
a few Maltese from Malta; Arabs from Morocco and Fez in
Algiers, North of Africa; Negroes, originally from Africa;
Creoles from the West India Islands, as Barbadoes, St. Eusta-
tius, Martinique, Antigua, &c.; together with a large and
respectable class of black and coloured persons born in the
country, and generally designated Creoles. On the banks of
the rivers and creeks, both within and beyond the boundaries
of the Colony, there are a few (perhaps mustering about 7,000
or 8,000) wandering tribes of Indians, the lords of the soil.

14. In point of fertility, British Guyana has no com-
petitor. Its soil is alluvial, and no doubt this will account
for the fertility which pervades it. Its staple products are
sugar, rum, and timber. As observed above, this magni-
ficent province is rich in minerals, especially gold, so much
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80 that a gold company was formed and incorporated by ordi-
nance some years ago. In consequence of a dispute about the
boundary line between this Colony and that of Venezuela, the
company had to stop. It is to be hoped that {he company
will resume its operations, seeing that its success is calculated
to further the interests of the Colony, and to establish its im-
portance.

15. The geological productions of Guyana are second to
none ; its natural history also is profuse in all its depart-
mente, and affords ample field for naturalists, as well as for
the education of persevering students who would be informed
in this useful branch—this branch which teaches us so much
about Him who has so liberally and richly provided for
British Guyana.

16. Altogether the Colony is taking great strides in all
departments of civilization—commerce extending on all sides ;
institutions being multiplied for the education of youth, and
especially for the diffusion of that knowledge which is greater
than all other. Already it has the blessings of railway and
steam communication, thus rendering traffic easy to all ;* it
has its Atlantic telegraph, thereby bringing into subjection,
to some extent, time. There are five principal newspapers
published in the Colony, the Royal Gazette, the Colonist, the
Berbice Gazette, the Argosy, and the Demerara Daily Chronicle
(since Nov., 1881). The HKoyal Gazetle is a tri-weekly paper,
the Argosy a weekly issue, and the Colonist and Demerara Daily
Chronicle daily (Sundays excepted, though the latter paper is
pre-dated) publications. The Official Gazelte is issued by the
Government on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Several years
ago there were some other papers published in the Colony, but
they have long ceased to exist; their names—the British
Guyana Times, the Creole, the Liberator, the Marabunta, the
Walchman, the Monthly Messenger, the Working Man, the

# Tlie Demerara Railway Company have a line reaching as far as
Mahaica, a distance of about thirty miles from Georgetown, along the
east sea-coast. The contemplated or proposed extension of it as far
as Berbice, after several discussions in the Court of Policy and Com-
bined Court (the local parliament), has not as yet been carried out.
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Demerara Times, and the Feekly Penny. There is also a
weekly paper published in Georgetown in the Portuguese
language for the benefit of the Portuguese residents or colonists.
Our museum, though not very large and extensive, as some of
the museums are in England, yet is quite large enough at
present for this rising Colony. The different annual exhibitions
held in the Colony fully prove that British Guyana is a rising
colony. California, Australia, and India have all risen, and so
will British Guyana. California was once almost a waste;
but thousands of persons rushed to it from all parts of the
world, and now it is one of the largest cereal-producing
countries on the face of the earth. People went to Australia in
search of gold, and thousands are now making fortunes, or at
least handsome competencies, as shepherds and agriculturists.
And people flocked to India, and are now amassing wealth
from sources that twenty years ago were never dreamt of
even in that highly-favoured land. The much-dreaded Africa
now holds forth inducements to mankind at large to come to
her, and obtain from her hands the tempting diamonds. She
will rise to eminence yet, and so will this Colony. A brilliant
future is in store for British Guyana: it is destined to be
prominent among the colonies, the El Dorado, or The Gilded, of
Sir Walter Raleigh, the land of glories and enchantments, the
fairy land of the Arabian Nights' Entertainments, the happy
home of the immigrant, and the pride of its sons.

17. All that I have said so far is the bright side of the
picture. I have now one more picture to show, which is of a
dark or gloomy aspect or kind. People in the Colony are
wont to pride themselves upon their prosperity, and are apt to
say that in no colony and in no country is money more easily
made than here, and poverty less known. There may be
truth in this assertion as to the art or secret of making money
or a fortune, and retiring from the busy scene of life in some
comfortable corner in England, but what is the state of the
people t This fact is altogether lost sight of by the money-
makers or wealth-seekers. Vice and misery, crime and want
are apparent and sadly conspicuous around us. Look at the
streets of the city of Georgetown, where vice daily flaunts
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itself more unblushingly than in the worst of English seaport
towns ; examine the hovels where human beings are huddled
together like swine, and purity of life is forgotten or mnever
known ; dive into the alleys, lanes, yards, and the byeways,
and observe the young children growing up in ignorance and
vice, forgetful alike of the laws of God and man. Another
great and sore evil in the Colony is the preponderance of
illegitimate® offspring, which gives local political economists
the greatest concern, and which they hitherto have been un.
able to deal with. The great majority of the illegitimate
births are amongst the black population, and the utter in-
difference shown by the average black woman to her child is
nothing short of appalling. The children are systematically
neglected, and often are subjected to shocking physical cruelty.
One cannot but be struck with awe to witness the deplorable
situation in which juveniles are placed from time to time by
being dragged before the magistrates for petty larcenies, &c.,
&c. These ragged and uneducated boys and girls, and men
and women too, prowl about the city to the annoyance of the
inhabitants, getting more and more debased in their morals,
and ultimately terminating in incurable criminals, fit subjects
only for a prison. In some parts of the Colony, where the
number of missionaries is limited, and where the missionaries
are not able to reach the people to instruct them, there is
evidently a gradual retrogression to the habits of savage life,
seen and remarked on by the public officers who visit the dis-
tricts on duty. '

18. Ten years ago a certain gentleman residing in the
county of Berbice, speaking of the Creoles of the Berbice

* The expression “illegitimate children " in British Guyana is, by
some curious official arrangement, unjustly or illegally applied to
the children of Indian Coolie parents, although they are regularly
married according to their idea of the ceremony. Unless the Indian
or Chinese Coolies arc married by a magistrate of the district, or
the head of the Immigration Department in Georgetown, or his
deputy in the different districts of the Colony, their children or
offspring are not considered lawful, or born in wedlock, though the
parents of the children might be married by a Christian minister, or
according to the custom cf their country by one of the Pujaries,
or heathen priests.
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River, called the ¢ Dark District,” wrote as follows in the
Creole :—

¢ The Creoles of the Berbice River, or their parents, belonged
to Dutch settlers. They still speak the Dutch language. If you
talk to them on any matter of common life, you must have an
interpreter, or you must repeat in several forms what you
wish to tell them, before they understand you. Will Sunday
ﬂreaching in English reach these people? Preaching in a

n understood by the hearers is a powerful instrument
for good ; but who ever before dreamt of preaching in an
unknown tongue, as a means of civilization? We blame the
Roman Catholic Church for praying in an unknown tongue,
though in their books the people have a translation of the
prayers. But to these people both prayers and sermons are in
an unknown tongue. &fe Ymow that this was strongly felt by
an L. M. clergyman in this very district [the dark river
district of Berbice]. We heard him utter the sentence in as
simple language as possible. A leader repeated it in talkee-
talkee Dutch. The congregation then repeated it after the
leader to show that tﬂy caught the idea. This was a
tedious process, but the hearers carried something home with
them to think of afterwards. When the British Govern-
ment fook over the Cape of Good Hope, the Dutch Reformed
Church was kept up, but the parishes as they became vacant
were filled with Scotch ministers and Scotch schoolmasters.
The salaries began on their appointment in Scotland. But
they had to spend a year in Holland to learn the Dutch
language. British Guyana, with the exception of the small
space between the Devil's Creek and the Courantines, was a
Dutch Colony, and Surinam an English one. During the
French war they changed hands, and at the peace of 1814
each party retained what they possessed. Demerara and
Essequibo in 1826, and Berbice in 1836, were divided into
parishes, and English and Scotch ministers appointed to them.
‘Their preaching, however well suited to their own country-
men, seldom reached the understanding of the Creoles. Both
ministers and schoolmasters, particularly those located on the
river districts, ought to have had some such special training,
similar to that provided by the Cape of Good Hope, to prepare
them for their work. But they had none, and this is one
cause of the state of the Berbice River now [namely, the gradual
retrogression to the habits of savage life witnessed by the
public officers who visit the district on duty]. Another cause
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is to be found in the gradual removal of the means of civi-
lization —viz., depriving the inhabitants on both sides of the
river of easy access to each other, and of intercourse with the
estates and the town, the centres then, as now, of civilization,
by shutting up the roads [the roads have since been opened],
the gradual removal of both the resident clergy, with State-

aid and voluntary Roman Catholi¢, English, Scotch, and

ondon missionaries. One of each once ‘laboured’ in this
district ; now there is not one.”

‘What a fine opening for missionary operations in Berbice !
. Even in much enlightened British Guyana there are still
many dark places which are full of the habitations of cruelty,
wretchedness, and misery; especially in the distant villages,
wood-catting establishments, &c., in the river districts of the
three counties, is this the case. On the estates, too, within
easy distance from towns, there are dark places of cruelty.
The cry from every direction falls on the ears of the Christian
missionary, ¢ Come over and help us!” ¢ No man careth for
my soul!” Is it not our solemn duty to instruct and do
them good ?



CHAPTER II.

A PEEP INTO THE PAST, WHEN GUYANA WAS FIRST MADE
KNOWN TO THE EUROPEANS, AND WHAT FORTUNE THEY
SUCCESSIVELY HAVE HAD.

1. Our knowledge of Guyana as a British Colony, strictly
speaking, commences from the time it was taken possession of
by the English, in the war between England and France, when
Holland was overrun by the French, and incorporated in the
French empire. But Guyana as a vast, extensive Colony—now
divided into Venezuelan Guyana, British Guyana, Dutch
Guyana, or Surinaam, French Guyana, more commonly known
as Cayenne, and Brazilian Guyana—was known to the Euro-
pean nations at a much earlier period. If all the printed and
manuscript documents in the Government Secretary’s office
could be searched and properly arranged, we should have a
most interesting volume of the history of the Colony we now
occupy. From the Sloane Collection of MSS., exceedingly rare
and very curious, published in the Royal Guzette of July 24,
1879, I extract the following particulars, which will greatly
interest my reader, and give him a correct idea of the different
settlements or colonies formed in Guyana. The anonymous
writer says :—

2. “The first Christian that ever attempted to set footing
on Guiana, to the southward of Oranoque, was Pedro de
Acosta, a Spaniard, with two small corvils, 800 men, anno
1530, settled in Parema, was drove thence by the Indians the
same year, many slain, and their goods and chattles became a
booty to the Careebs.

3. “The second colony was settled at Cayan by Gasper de
Sotelle, being 126 families, from Spain, anno 1568, but were
expelled by the Careebs and Paracoates, anno 1573.

4. “The third settlement was by three ships from France, at
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Wiapoca, anno 1607, and being 400 men, began to plant
tobacco, and to think themselves secure, and too frankly to
converse with the natives; they were all cut off, anno 1609,
except a few mariners.

5. “The fourth colony was of 160 families from France,
landed at Cayan, and fortified themselves, anno 1613. The
Paracoates began to offer them friendship ; they were in a few
months many destroyed, and the rest forced to quit the place
and return to France.

6. «“The fifth colony consisted of 280 Zealanders, with
two small ships, landed their men at Cayan, anno 1615, but
could not bring the natives to a trade ; were often gauled by
the Indians, and were at length forced to quit their post.
Returned to Zealand the same year.

7. “The sixth colony was undertaken by one Captain
Gromweagle, a Dutchman, that had served the Spaniard in
Oranoque, but understanding a company of merchants of
Zealand had before undertaken a voyage to Guiana, and
attempted a settlement there, he deserted the Spanish service,
and tendered himself to his own country, which was accepted,
and he dispatched from Zealand, anno 1616, with two ships
and a galliot, and was the first man that took firm footing on
Guiana by the good likeing of the natives, whose humours the
gentleman perfectly understood. He erected a forte on a
small ixslange thirty leagues up the river Dissekeeb, which
looked into two great branches of that famous river.  All his
time the Colony flourished ; he managed a great trade with
the Spaniards by the Indians with great secrecy; he was a
great friend of all new colonies of Christians of what nation
soever, and Barbados oweth its first assistance, both for food
and trade, to this man’s special kindness, anno 1627, at which
time they were in a miserable condition ; he dyed, anno 1664,
and in the 83rd year of his age, a wealthy man, having
been Governor of that Colonie forty-eight years.* In this

® “In the year 1624, a ship of Sir William Curteen, a merchant
of London, in her voyage from Brazils, put into the road since
called Austin, and after a short stay sailed from thence, visiting all
the bays on the west and southern parts of the island, and findin
the land to promise much of the nature of Brazils, and adorn
with curious prospects, rather than mountains, and stored with
wild hogs, judged it worth especial notice : particularly one Thomas
Powell, then in the same ship, who after his arrival in England
presented his observations to the then Earl of Pcmbroke, a great
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Colonie the anuthour had the good fortune to meet with some
ingenious observations of the former Governor, of what had

lover of plantations. Thereupon, the Earl, by permission of King
James, prepared a ship with a hundred and sixty passengers, who
left England the 26th of January, anno 1625, and arrived in Bar-
bados, May the 2nd, at which time Powell entered upon and took
possession of the island in His Majesty’s name, for the use of the
said Earl of Pembroke. After which the said Captain Thomas
Powell remained Governor in the island, and having understood the
Dutch had a plantation in the River Dissekeeb on the main of
Guiana, whose Governor, one Gromweagle, he was particularly
known to, despatched his son Thomas Powell, to desire Captain
Gromweagle to send him such things as were proper to plant for
food and for trade. The gentleman willing to gratify an old friend
gfor Powell and Gromweafle had been comrades in the King of
pain’s service in the West Indies) persuaded a family of Arawacoes,
consisting of forty persons, to attend Powell to Barbados, to learn
the English to plant, and to carry with them cassava, yamns, Indian
corn, and other pulses, plantains, bananas, oranges, lemons, limes
the pine-apple, melons, &c., and, for to produce a trade, they carried
over tobacco, cotton, and annatta, a rich dye (a commodity the
English never yet know how to manage). To all which Barbados
was naturally a stranger. The Indians fell to planting soon after
their arrival at Barbados, and all things grew well, and came to
great perfection, agreeing with the soil and clime, and they soon
had all things necessary for life.
¢ Anno 1628, Captain Hawley was sent in the ship Carlisle, to
visit and supervise the Earl of Carlisle’s affairs in those parts, who
invited Captain Powell and his secretary aboard, and there clapt
them into irons, and they were despatched for England, and Captain
Hawley left one Wheatley, and soon after him one Woolverston.
The Indians, not liking these several changes, pressed their contract,
made between them and Mr. Powell at Dissekeeb, which Captain
Gromweagle had undertaken should be performed, viz., that at the
expiration of two years, if they did not like the country, or should,
upon any other occasien, desire to go back to Dissekeeb, they should
be transported with their reward, which was to be fifty pounds
sterling in axes, bills, hoes, knives, looking.glasses, and beades; but
insteaf of performing the agreement with the poor Indians the then
Governor and Councﬁ made slaves of them, separating the husbands
and wives of some, parents and children of others, one from another.
Anno 1631, one of them getting on board a Dutch shgn, got passage
for Dissekeeb, which proved of all consequence to Captain Grom-
weagle, who had like to have lost his Colonie for that cause only,
and was forced to marry a woman of the Careebee nation, to balance
the power of the Arawacoes, and afterwards was at the charge of
at presents, to make up the business between the Dutch and the
E&wacoes nation. It hath been observed that a curse attended
some of those persons concerned in that horrid breach of faith."”
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been transacted in Guiana in his time, to whom the world is
obliged for many particulars of this story.

8. “The seventh was a small factory at Berbishees, about
the year 1624, is now a strong garrison, and belongs to two
merchants of Flushing, Mynheer Van Ree, and Mynheer Van
Pear, a place that abounds with excellent horses and cattle,
and is a good factory for annatta, dye, and drugs.

9. “8ir Walter Raleigh’s first voyage, 1598, and his last un-
fortunate voyage, 1618, and the business of Mr. Harcourt at
Wiapoca, anda%)eing written with their own pen, I shall say
nothing of them, only that if Sir Walter Raleigh had lived, he
would %mve left matter for a grateful story; he left so good
and so great a name behind him with the native Indians in
those parts, that the English have often been obliged to
remember with honor.

10. “The eighth colony was a ship and a barque from
France, which fauded their people at Meriwina, anno 1625,
The next vessel that came could hear no news of their colony,
and were, without all doubt, destroyed by the natives.

11. “The ninth colony was three ships from Rochell, anno
1626, with 534 men, some women and children ; they settled
at Suramaco, lived three years in peace, but sickness falling
amongst them, and the Indians being troublesome, (those few
t.ha.:l were left) deserted the colony and went to St. Chris-
topher.

12. “The tenth colony was two ships and a small vessel
from France, anno 1639, with 370 men settled at Suramaco,
and the year after came to them from France many families.
They lived peaceably until the year 1642, at which time they
had great supplies of men, ammunition, and provisions from
France, grew careless, spread themselves to Surinam and
Curanteen, had difference with the Indians, and were all cut
off in one day.

13. “The eleventh colony was one Mr. Marshall with 300
families of English employed by the Earl of Warwick, &c.,
who settled Suranam, Suramaca, and Curanteen, anno 1643,
lived peaceably until the year 1645, at which time they
espoused the quarrel of the French and were cut off by the
natives.

14. “ The twelfth colony was of Dutch settled by the
Zealanders in the rivers Borowma, Wacopon, and Moroca,
having been drawn of from Tobago, anno 1650, and the year
following a great colony of Dutch and Jews drawn off from



A PEEP INTO THE PAST. 49

Brazil, by the Portuguese settled there, and being experienced
planters, that soon grew a flourishing colony.

15. ¢ The thirteenth colony was of French at Suramaco and
at Cayan, where the greatest part were cut off by the Careebs
and Sacpoyes, anno 1642.

16. “The fourteenth colony was at Surinam, anno 1650 ;
about 300 people of the English nation from the Island of
Barbados under the command of one Lieut.-Colonel Anthony
Rowse, a gentleman of great gallantry and prudence, and
of long experience in the West Indies; his making a firm
peace with the Indians soon after his landing, and reviving
the name of Sir Walter Raleigh, gave the English firm footing
in those parts, and it soon became a hopeful colony.

17, « ’Fl‘:ese ple had the accommodation of a ship from
Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham (then at the Barbados),
and the loan of a parcel of Indian trade; the Lord Willoughby
settled a plantation amongst them at Suranam, another at
Comonina, upon which he disburst at least 26,000 pounds.

18. “ Anno 1654, Lieutenant-Col. Rowse having established
this Colony left it in a flourishing condition, and in perfect
peace with the Indians, and one Major William Byam was
chosen Governor, a judicious gentleman, and in that con-
dition it stood, daily increasing until the year 1660, at which
time his Majesty bein,iI happily restored to his just rights,
Francis Lord Willoughby (amongst other pretences in the
West Indies) laid claims to Suranam by virtue of a compact
with the first settlers, and in consideration of his great dis-
bursements in those parts, and although there was no differencs
on that point between the inhabitants and his Lordship, it
passed in favour of his Lordship and Lawrence Hide, ﬁq.,
second son to the Earl of Clarendon, as lord progriewrs of
that province, under the appellation of Willoughby Land.
But Major Byam was continued Deputy-Governor to the

roprietors, and was commissionated Lieutenant-General of
uiana.

19. “Anno 1665, the Lord Willoughby sailed from Barbados
to Suranam, and upon his lordship’s arrival a contagious
sickness began at the town called Tararica, and spread itself
all over the Colony, swept away many people, and during his
stay at Surinam he had like to have been murdered by one
Mr. Allen, who was of opinion his lordship coveted his estates.
Mr. Allen was charge(f with blasphemy before his Lord-
ship arrived in those parts, but cleared of the fact, yet (in his

. E
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Lordship’s sense) held strange opinions, as that there could be
no subject held lord proprietors, because it both clipt the
wings of monarchy, and infringed the liberty of the subject.
Mr. Allen cut off two of the Lord Willoughby’s fingers, and
wounded him in the head, expecting at the same stroke to
have slain him, and afterward poisoned himself ; several
people this year left Suranam, strange jealousies. having
essed them, which broke out into great discontents which
is Lordship endeavoured to satisfy them in, by a kind message
sent to the Colony by one Captain John Parker, which proved
effectnal.

20. “The same year, in the month of October, the author
having been commissionated Commander-in-chief of a small fleet
and a regiment of soldiers, for the attack of the Island
Tobago, and several other settlements in the hands of the
Netherlanders in Guiana, as Moroco, Wacopou, Bowroome,
and Dissekeeb, and having touched at Tobago, in less than six
months had the good fortune to be in possession of those
countries, and left them garrisoned for his majesty of Great
Britain, and sailed thence for Barbados, where meeting with
the news of the eruption of war between the two crowns of
England and France, endeavoured to persuade Francis Lord
‘Willoughby to reduce those several small garrisons into one
stronghold, and offered that was the way to make good our
gosts in those parts, having to do with two potent enemies,

ut his Lordship, that was his majesty’s captain-general in those
parts, was of another opinion, and before he embarked on the
unfortunate voyage for the reducing of St. Christopher’s, in
which design he perished by a hurricane, the wages he had
prescribed for supplies to the forementioned garrisons proved in-
effectual ; and they were lost the year following to the Dutchafter
they had endured great misery in a long siege by the French.

21. “In the month of March, 1665, Lieutenant-General
Byam, in pursuance of an order from Francis Lord Willoughby,
commissionated one Captain Peter Wrath (a Kentish gentle-
man) with a party of men and vessels, to attack the Dutch
colony of Aprowaco, which was prosecuted with success. In
August following, Captain William Powell, from Suranam,
took the French colony of Sinamare, sacked the place, and
brought them away prisoners. This year the English could
boast of the possession of all that part of Guiana abutting on
the Atlantic Ocean, from Cayan on the south-east, to Oro-
noque on the north-west (except a small colony in the river
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Bglfbishees), which is not less than six hundred English
miles,

22. “In February, 1666, one Captain Abraham Crynseus
arrived at Suranam, with a fleet of seven sail from Zealand,
where the colony for want of supplies, and being discontented,
and having been greatly afflicted with sharp sickness, and
despairing of any relief, surrendered themselves to the High
Puissant States of Zealand, upon the articles heretofore in-
serted in Wm. Byam's narrative of Guiana.

23. “ Anno 1667. In the month of April, Ca¥tain Crynseus
sailed from Suranam, for the taking in of the Island Tobago,
leaving Captain Ram, commander of his land force and
Governor for the Lords of Zealand, in Suranam.

24. “In August next, Henry Willoughby, Esq., Commander-
in-Chief, accompanied with Sir John Harman, their land force
one regiment of foot, their fleet consisted of nine sail, departed
from Barbados, for the attack of the Island Cayan, under the
command of Monsieur de Leisler, Governor there for the
French King. In September following they arrived there;
and the place soon became a subject of their mercy, they
sacked the place, carried away some of the people prisoners,
but left the greater part, seized of the island, but little to
defend themselves with against the natives, as the French
have complained since.

25. “From thence in October they sailed to Suranam, a
river and country seventy leagues north-west from Cayan, laid
close siege to the fort by sea and land, and after a sharp
encounter (both sides sustaining losses) Captain Ram, Governor
for the State of Holland, was forced to surrender to the said
Henry Willoughby, Esq., who in a few days left the Colony,
carrying Captain Ram and his soldiers prisoners to Barbados,
and leaving the foot and Colony under the command of one
Colonel Barry.

26. “In January, Henry Willoughby returned from Bar-
bados to Suranam, and there destroyed some plantations,
and removed a great part of the Colony to the Island of St.
Jago, or Antigua, put Colonel Barry by his government, and
commissionated in his stead one Serjeant-major James Banister,
an inhabitant of the place.

27. “Between the first retaking of this Colony from the
States of Zealand, and this month of January, the Lord of
Zealand had despatched to Suranam divers ships to ascertain
their interest, but were denied possession, at which the State

E2
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agents made many protestations, and sent home to Zealand
many complaints which occasioned the Lords Ambassadors of
the Netherlands, then in England, to make their addresses to
His Majesty for reparation, which, after due proof of the fact,
His Majesty consented to; and likewise despatched a second
order for the delivery of the said province, to which order
William Lord Willoughby yielded obedience, and Captain
Abraham Creynseus, in the right of his masters, the Lords of
Zealand, was put in full possession of all the province, called
Willoughby Land, the 30th April, 1668.

28, “Thus having given an account of all such of the
English, Spanish, French or Dutch nations, as have planted or
attempted to plant colonies on Guiana, from the year 1530
to the i:ear 1668, I shall now only mention those brave
Spaniards, that from the first discoveries of the West Indies,
to the year 1647, some with great force, others with few fol-
lowers, have attempted the discovery of the many provinces
in the main of Guiana; as well up the great river Amazons
as from the Atlantic Ocean, and from the Orinoque, most of
which perished in their desigus, and have left little behind
them, saving the remembrance of their brave undertakings ; I
find them mentioned in several authors of divers nations, and
many are carefully collected by Mr. Hakluyt, viz. :—(1) Diego
Deordas, (2) Juan Cortes, (3) Jasper de Sylva, (4) Juan
Gosales, 85) Phillip Duverore, (6) Pedro d'Lympas, (7)
Jeronimo d’Ortel, (8) Ximenes, (9) Pedro d'Orsua, (10) Father
Jala, (11) Hernandez Diserpa, (12) Diego d'Vorgas, (13)
Cacerez, (14) Alonzo d’Herera, (15) Antonio Sedenno, (16
A:gustine Delgado, (17) Diego d’Lozada, (18) Riveso, (19
Ped. d'Orsua, jun., (20) Montiseno, (21) Philip d'Fonta,
{22) Juan d'Palma.

¢ NUMBERS AND THE HABITATIONS OF THE NATIVES.

29, “The most numerous nation of Indians in Guiana are
‘the Careebs, and these are inhabited in Aricare about six
thousand Careeb families. In Wiapoca, Macorea, and Abre-
waco, eleven thousand Careeb families.

30. “In the river Muarrawina, about eight hundred Careeb
families. And up the same river, and towards the head of
Sinnamar lives about 1,400 Paricoates, the great masters of
poison in America ; they pretend to poison fountains, are a
aeo le very formal, marry ever with their own nation, have

ittle commerce but for their poison, which they sell to other
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nations. The Careebs have some judgment in the art of
poisoning their arrows, and are great masters in the cure, but
short of these people.

31. “In Suranam, Commowina, Suramaco, Copenham, and
Curranteen are about 5,000 Careeb families, and there lives in
Suramaco and the upper parts of Suranam, about 1,400
Turroomaes, and up Curranteen about 1,200 Sapoyes.

32. “From the west side of Curranteen to Wina, there live
about eight thousand families of Arawacoes, the best humoured
Indians of America, being both very just and generous-minded
people ; and in little vi by the sea-side lives about four
hundred families of Warooes; in Maroca and Wina, and in
the islands of Oranoque river, and near the mouth of that
river, lives about five thousand families of Warooes, the only
shipwrights of those parts g'or all the great Periagoos are
made by them, they make their vessels, their co: , sails,
hammocks, bread, and drink, all of one tree; they likewise
make t Periagoos of another wood called white wood, they
differ from all other Indians in life and manners, have nothing
for delight, whilst all other Indians are great lovers of fine
gardens, drinking, dancing, and divers other pleasures), are a
people bloody and treacherous, and not to be conversed with,
and, therefore, I advise all people that sail into those parts to
giscxrse with the Warooes nation with their arms in their

n

33. “From Wina to the utmost part of Awarabish, on the
west side of Oranoque, and the rivers Oranoque, Poraema,
and Amacora, are about twenty thousand Careeb families. The
Occowyes, Shawhorens, and Semicorals, are great powerful
nations, that live in the uplands of Guiana, either under the
line or in south latitude, and there hath none so conversant
with them as to make a judgment of them as to their
numbers.

34. “But it is most certain they are settled in a most fertile
country, and cover a vast tract of {;md, beginning at the moun-
tains of the sun on the west and north, and extending them-
selves to Rio-Negroe, five hundred miles south and east, a
famous river that enters itself into the great Amazon. They
have a constant war with some nations on the islands in the
Amazons, and are often beaten by the wily Carcets, who often,
when they are engaged abroad, visit their towns to their no
small prejudice. And thus much of the natives.”



CHAPTER III.

A PASSING GLIMPSE AT THE ANCESTORS OF THE MODERN
COLONISTS IN OLDEN TIMES, SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO,
OR IN 1806.

1. There are very, very few persons indeed, nowadays, who
know anything at all about the burning questions, the occu-
pations, the amusements of the brave old Colonists—ancestors
of modern Colonists — rough-and-ready, hard-drinking old
gentlemen, who, over their claret and Madeira, read with
eager interest the latest despatches containing the exploits of
the British fleet, which at that date was surrounding itself
with a halo of glory. To them,and others, whether in British
Guyana, or England, or Holland, the reproduction of the fol-
lowing extracts from newspapers, published in the early days
of the Colony, may not be uninterestiug.

2. The Colony was under the charge of a military governor,
owing to the death of Governor Beaujon, whose widow was
advertising that claims against her late husband should be
sent to her house in Cumingsburg. In the course of the year
the new man arrived, and we read that—

“It appears that a very elegant entertainment was given to
Governor Bentinck at the Freemasons' Tavern, by the merchants
and planters of this Colony, resident in London, previous to
His Excellency’s leaving that capital.”

3. The Governor of these Colonies did not always have an
easy time of it, for the Colonists were not afraid to air their
grievances, and carry them to the foot of the throne. In the
neighbouring Colony of Berbice, in his address to the Court
of Policy and Criminal Justice, we find His Excellency
Governor Van Imbyze Van Batenburg dealing with a memorial
to Viscount Castlereagh, from the planters and other inhabi-
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tants of Berbice, in which the Governor is charged with un-
constitutional proceedings, with chicanery, with countenancing
extortion by public officers, &c., &c., and this is the language
which he employed in referring to one of the petitioners :—

“Whilst I was in London I had very little connection with
that man (Baillie) ; his ridiculous pride and pretensions made
me not very desirous of seeini[him often. The only reason
that I can give for his joining Mr. Blair in the diatribe is his
natural propensity to slander and crime ; of which the clearest
proof was brought before the public in a late prosecution
entered against him in London, for the publication of a libel,
wherein he is called by the Solicitor-General a malignant,
malevolent, black-blooded libeller.”

4. Not much mealy-mouthedness about Governor Batenburg,
who it is evident used language to express his thoughts, not to
conceal them. A lordly establishment this fine old gentleman
must have kept up, judging from a list of his effects, which,
later in the year, I see advertised for sale. It is amusing to
compare the modest equipages of modern governors with the
following catalogue :—

“An excellent coach, chariot, curricle, phaeton, cataran,
chaige, landau, with suitable harness, and eight excellent
carriage and riding horses. Also, a quantity of old Madeira,
claret, &c., and two uﬂ'l;.)es, three hogsheads, and four quarter-
casks London particular Madeira.”

5. The freedom and force of the personal invective used by
Governor Batenburg characterize the bulk of the controversies
of the age. What does my reader think of the following
“ gpirited” correspondence, which is by no means peculiar to
these two writers 1—

“ To Mr. George Handasyde.

¢ Sir,—I find clearly that you are a nasty, dirty fellow, a liar
as well as a drunken blackguard. I sincerely wish I had never
concerned with such a poltroon as you are ; your news to Mr.
Perkins to-day I have just heard of.

“] am, Sir,
«J. M. HENERY.”
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Reply.

“Sir,—In answer to your damn’d nasty, lousy note, I
announce with all the appellations you give me to yourself.
I sincerely wish I had never seen such a person of your
description.

“@go. HANDASYDE."

Answer.

" “You dirty puppy, let me not hear from you again, until it
is to settle our accounts (you lying dog).
“J., M. HENERY.”

6. Some men nowadays lhink in language similar to the
above, and occasionally express it in their verbal communica-
tions with each other, but the style may be considered as
totally lost to newspaper correspondence. The freedom of
expression, however, which was permitted (and practised) by
Governors and others in personal controversies, was denied the
press in dealing with matters in any way concerning Govern-
ment. The editor of the papers already referred to ventured
on the following apparently offensive paragraph :—

“Van Braam, Esq., formerly captain in the Dutch navy, is
appointed grave-digger to this Colony. From the number of
applicants which, we understand, there were for this situation
it would seem that the ‘loaves and fishes’ are no less an object
of desire here than in Europe.”

Nothing much in this, my reader will say, but this is what
followed its publication :—

“] am directed by the Governor to inform you that His
Excellency has seen with much displeasure some illiberal
and ill-natured reflections and paragraphs which have lately
appeared in your weekly papers. As tﬁey can have no other
tendency than by exciting irritation and animosity amongst
the inhabitants to disturb the tranquillity of the Colony, I'SIBis
Excellency expects you will conduct your publication with
more propriety in future, and thereby prevent the necessity of
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a more severe correction. You are required to publish this
Reprimand in your next paper.
“(C., T. TINNE,
“ Govt. Secretary.
“ King’s House, Stabroek.” :

Of course the editor had to exercise a discreet silence, for
it would have been awkward to have had the handle of the
press removed. As it was, with the handle in working order,
1t was a work of no ordinary labour to get the paper published
at four o'clock on Saturday afternoon, and occasionally there
was a few minutes’ delay. The publisher was more particular
to a minute than certain newspaper publishers are nowadays,
and he was very scrupulous, too, about his own rights and
privileges on cortain occasions. He gives notice that during
Easter Eve he will not deliver papers after six o'clock. Con-
cerning the postal arrangements we learn that—

*“ A new regulation has been made at the Post-office respect-
ing the conveyance of letters, &c., to and from Berbice. The
post will in future depart every Sunday and Thursday morn-
ing, and return every Tuesdiy and Saturday evening.”

7. There was evidently no post along the East Coast, for
the enterprising publisher announces the establishment of an
‘ express boy,” who will start at five o'clock in the afternoon,
reach Mahaica at eight o’clock on Sunday morning, and Ma-
haicony at twelve the same day.

The editor was ever on the look out for the arrival of the
English news, and occasionally he gets impatient, as witness—

“What is become of the Mail?¥ God in heaven only knows ;
it has not yet arrived here.”

The Mail, however, always came in sooner or later, and then
the paper teemed with news of battle, of brave deeds, of brave
men. Take a few paragraphs and compare them with the
modern “extracts from our English files to hand by the
Mail " :—

“By the welcome arrival of both the January Mails on
Wednesday last (March 12th), we have been put in possession
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of much important news. From Barbados we have also
learned the destruction of the French Squadron in the West
Indies by Admiral Duckworth—an event which was before con-
sidered as certain—and the capture of the Cape of Good Hope
by General Baird and Sir Home Popham.

“Immense preparations are making in London for the
funeral of Lord Nelson. His Royal ullfighness the Prince of
Wales is to be the chief mourner, if the court etiquette will
permit it, and the members of both Houses of Parliament are
to attend.

“The inhabitants of Barbados have entered into a sub-
scription with great zeal, for the erection of a statue in bronze
to the memory of Lord Nelson in some conspicuous part of
Bridgetown. Lord Seaforth has given £100.

“The Marquis Cornwallis it appears died in India soon
after his arrival there. Thus in the short space of a few
months has Britain been robbed of three of her choicest orna-
ments, a Nelson, a Pitt, a Cornwallis.”

8. Of Lord Nelson it was impossible for the press to speak
too highly. The news of his death had cast a gloom over the
British empire, and every one was striving more than his
neighbour to pay tribute, in prose or verse, to the memory of
the illustrious hero. The editor was not behind his con-
temporaries, as may be supposed, he was too loyal for that.
He favours his readers with a sketch of Lord Nelson’s life, from
which we take the following extract :—

“The life of Sir Horatio Nelson was providentially saved
by Lieutenant Nisbet, his son-in-law, on this disastrous night.
The Admiral received his wound soon after the detachment
had landed, and while they were pressing on with the usual
ardour of British seamen. The shock caused him to fall to
the ground, while, for some minutes, he was left to himself,
until Lieutenant Nisbet, missing him, had the presence of mind
to return: when, after some search in the dark, he at length
found his brave father-in-law, weltering in his blood on the

und, with his arm shattered and himself apparently lifeless.

ieutenant Nisbet immediately applied his neck-handkerchief
as a torniquet to the Admiral's arm, carried him on his back
to the beach, and, with the assistance of some sailors, conveyed
him into one of the boats, and put off to the ZTheseus, with a
tremendous though ill-directed fire from the enemy's battery.
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At ten o'clock the same night the Admiral's arm was ampu-
tated on board, immediately after which he began his official
letter, and finished it at eleven.

“ By some mistake in taking up the arteries when the pain-
ful operation of amputating the arm was performed, the Rear-
Admiral afterwards suffered so much that he was obliged to go
to England for advice.”

9. Returning to the news brought by the Mail, which I
must explain always touched at Barbados, that being the
main rendezvous in the West Indies for mercantile fleets, I
read as follows :—

“We are concerned to learn that the ship George, which
sailed from this port for London on the 18th of March, was
taken on the 1st April close under St. Lucia by a schooner
of one gun and twenty-nine men, and carried into Martinique.
The George mounted eighteen guns, and is stated in the account
which has reached to have ﬁd thirty-two men, who, when
landed at Martinique, were hooted at with much indignation
for their non-resistance to so insignificant a force.

“The Fly, schooner of Berbice, was taken by a French
privateer, but afterwards retaken by a British man-of-war, and
carried to Barbados, much damag\x{

“Mr. Boulton, the scientific and venerable proprietor of
Soho, Birmingham, whose public exertions have so uniformly
been distingnished by a patriotism the best directed, has soli-
cited the permission of Government that he might be allowed
to strike a medal, at his own expense, in commemoration of
the brilliant victory off Cape Trafalgar, and to present one to
every seaman who served that day on board the English fleet.
The permission was immediately granted.

“ 'H:e trial of Colonel Picton, late Governor of Trinidad, for
an arbitrary stretch of power with respect to Louisa Cameron,
one of His Majesty’s subjects in that island, came on in the
court of King’s Bench, on the 24th of February, when, after a
long hearing, the Governor was found guilty.”

The offence for which the Governor of Trinidad was placed
on trial was the cruel and revolting treatment of a girl of
thirteen years, who had been caught stealing. Dealing with
her after a fashion which used to obtain in the army towards
soldiers given to peculation, the girl was strung up by the
wrists with nothing for her feet to rest on but a spike of wood.
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The counsel for the prosecution said the practice in the army
was called picketing, but since it had been adapted to women
it ought to be called after the brave adapter—Pictoning.

10. Compared with the political and the military and naval
news, mercantile affairs received very meagre attention, and
only occasionally were they deemed worthy of notice except in
a general way. The report from the London market is con-
densed into a couple of lines, stating that the average price of
muscovado in June was 39s. per cwt. The following para-
graph, containing what the editor describes as interesting
mercantile information,” owes its importance chiefly to its
political significance :—

“Government have this day come to the resolution of allow-
ing, in all our West India Islands, a bounty of two shillings
sterling per quintal upon fish of every description which may
be imported in good condition from the British settlements in
North America and Newfoundland ; the same to be paid in
the Islands upon delivery. The bounty to commence the first
June next, and to continue for twelve months.”

11. During these troublous times when the air was busy
with the sound of cannon and the clash of cutlass, it was not to
be supposed that the Colony was spending the time in drowsy
peace unaffected by the general turmoil. The fighting was at
the door. Privateers came prying into the harbour, and often
sailed away with valuable vessels and cargoes. His Majesty
kept war vessels cruising along the coasts, but they could not
be everywhere at once, and occasionally in their endeavours
to seize the enemy they made awkward mistakes, such as
this ;—

¢ Captain Cameron, of Her Majesty’s ship Nimrod, fell in
with tEe William, bound for Berbice, a few days ago, which
(not knowing what she was) he chased for five hours, during
which the illiam threw her letters overboard, and both ships
ran aground before the mistake was discovered.”

12. The shipping in the harbour in those days seems to
have been equally as numerous as it is now ; and, regularly,
every month a large convoy of square-rigs cleared for various
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ports of the United Kingdom, under charge of a man-of-war,
which protected the fleet until it reached the main rendezvous
in one of the West India Islands, where vessels from the West
Indies generally assembled, and started on the home passage
together, under the charge of two or three of His Majesty’s
fierce war dogs. In connection with local shipping we read
that—

¢ A beacon is about to be erected on the East Coast of this
Colony, the expenses of which are to be defrayed by a duty of
six stivers per ton on every merchant vessel arriving here
after the 1st of December next. And further, every such
merchant vessel which shall be of more than 100 tons burthen,
and coming from the mother country, must bring five tons of
gravel ballast for each fifty tons of their burthen ; in default
of which they are to pay, beside the above-mentioned rate, a
sum of five guilders for every ton of such ballast which they
may be deficient in.”

13. So far as I can gather, Essequibo by this time had no
shipping of its own, and was fast losing its individuality in
its rapidly developing neighbour. Its inhabitants were not
averse to the amalgamation, judging from the following :—

“A petition has been presented to His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor, si e(f by all but two of the inhabitants
from Conazeeke Creek, uebo, to the District, praying to
be taken under the jurisdiction of Demerary, which we under-
stand has been granted.”

14. In those days, as in our own, there were dissensions in
high militia places, as we learn from the following memo-
randum :—

¢ Major Arthur Blair, Commandant of the Demerara Cavalry,
having declared to His Excellency the Governor that he would
not, in all points, obey the order of the Lieutenant-Colonel
Commandant of all Colonial Corps, although this was specified
in the commission given him by the Governor, His Excellency
cannot it 8o palpable a disobedience of orders, and there-
fore fee himsel}n:mder the necessity of superseding Major
A. Blair in his rank and command of the Demerara Cavalry.

“The Governor regrets exceeding that such a measure,
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however unavoidable, should be required for the good of the
service.”

Major Blair seems to have been a general favourite with
his officers and men, and immediately on the publication of
the above notice, there was a meeting of the Corps held at
“New Union Coffee House,” to discuss the matter of his super-
cession, at which the gentlemen present resolved to send in
their resignations rather than serve without their major, and,
at the same time, they subscribed one hundred guineas to buy
him a sword.

15. The striking characteristic in these people of the old
days was their earnestness in doing whatever they undertook
to do. They served in the Militia, not as we do nowadays
for amusement or idle occupation, but expecting and eager for
active duty. They were as earnest, too, in their modes of
enjoyment. A féte or gala day was duly prepared for, and
its hours used to the best advantage. Let us instance : —

“ Wednesday last being the anniversary of His Majesty's
birth, was observed here with all possible demonstrations of
respect. The Militia, under the command of Major Macrae,
marched to the Fort, notwithstanding the unfavourable state
of the ground from so much previous rain, and fired three
vollies in & manner that did them credit.

¢ A. Fleischman, Eyﬂ‘, attorney at law, embraced the oppor-
tunity of offering his acknowledgments to those friends who so
kindly attended and assisted him during his illness, by giving
a grand dinner, ball, and supper. Nearly eighty persons, of
both sexes, attended. Mr. Fleischman, who has been fourteen
years in this Colony, was further honoured with the company
of the Hon. A. Meertens and his Lady.”

‘Where shall we find A. Fleischman's representative in the
present day, either in the legal or in any other circle ¢

16. The patriotism of these old heroes was particularly
observable in their mode of observing the days of..their
patron saints :—

“On Monday last, being the anniversary of St. Patrick, a
very numerous party assembled to celebrate the day at the
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house of J. Jackson, Esq., who very handsomely volunteered
his long room for the occasion.”

17. The company sat down to “an excellent dinner” at six
in the evening, and “they did not think of departing till five
o’clock next morning."” It was a long sederunt that, but when
we read the annexed lists of loyal and patriotic toasts which
were drunk on the occasion, it must be admitted that, with
the time required for speechifying and drinking, the wonder
is the company got through it so early :—

¢ Toasts.—¢The King,’ ‘The Queen and Royal Family,’
¢The Duke of York and the Army,” ‘Lord Barham and the
Navy,’ ¢ General Montgomerie and Prosperity to the Colonies,’
¢The Day,’ ¢ The 23rd April and Sons of St. George,’ ‘The
30th November and Sons of St. Andrew,’ ¢ The United King-
dom and Success to its Arms,’ ‘The Commanders on the
Station,” ¢The Governors of Demerary and Berbice,” ¢ The
Memory of Lord Nelson,’ ¢ The Memory of Mr. Pitt,” ¢ Admiral
Lord Collingwood,’ ‘General Sir John Moore,’ ‘Sir John
Thomas Duckworth,’ ‘Lord Cathcart,’ ‘General Baird and
Success to his Expedition,” ¢Sir Richard Strachan,’ ¢The
Marquis Cornwallis.’”

18. The “entertainments” to which the Colonists treated
themselves and each other were “elegant” in more than ex-
pression. They knew how to live, and ate and drank of the
best. The editor in one of his papers remarks :—

So many vessels have lately arrived from London that the
luxuries of Europe are at present very plentiful in this Colony.
Almost every comfort and convenience of life may now be
obta.in’ed with nearly as much facility as in that great metropolis
itself.’

19. And here, in connection with the introduction of luxuries
into the domestic life of West Indians, I may lay a bit of
information before my reader which is worth perusing. Few
people know that as far back as 1806, ice formed an article of
import into these latitudes :—

¢ From the Martinique Gazette—The Boston newspaper of
the 10th February contains this paragraph :—‘No joke—A
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vessel has cleared at the Custom House for Martinique with a
cargo of ice/ We hope this will not prove to the speculators
a slippery speculation.” The brig Favorite, Captain Person,
in fact, sailed the 15th of February from Boston, and fortu-
nately arrived here (St. Pierre) on Wednesday night, the 5th
of March, and is now disposing of her cargo to great advantage
in the harbour.

“It will be a remarkable epoch in the history of luxury and
enterprise that on Thursday, the 6th of March, 1806, ice creams
were eaten at Martinique, probably for the first time since the
formation of the world; and this, too, in a volcanic island
lying fourteen degrees North of the Equator; and that for
tﬂee days ice creams have been eaten at St. Pierre the same
as at Paris.

¢ Messrs. Tudor and Savage, on the 26th of December last,
obtained an exclusive privilege for the importation and sale of
ice for ten years.”

20. Amongst the “locals” and advertisements in this old
book, I find some that, almost as they stand, would be appro-
priate at the present day. Here is one which I insert for the
benefit of whom it may concern, without charge :—

¢ All those who are friends to the Demerary Hotel are ex-
sected to come forward to settle their accounts, and those that
o not comply must abide by the consequences.”

Hotel accommodation was rather limited in Georgetown in
those days, for every private house almost had accommodation
for “‘man and beast ;" but the private boarding house existed,
a8 we conclude from this notice :—

“The widow of A. C. Warnecke has the honour to inform
the pnhlic that it is her intention to DINE GENTLEMEN on
a liberal plan for a monthly subscription, as soon as she can
obtain the names of six respectable persons.”

21. One of the “locals” refers to a discovery which may
interest the members of the Demerara Rifle Association.
Referring to a new rifle the editor says :—

“The novelty consists chiefly in the piece being loaded at
the breach instead of the muzzle. An elegant rifle, on this
new and ingenious construction, has already found its way to
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this country, and may be seen among the large and valuable
assortment of military accoutrements, &c., &c., now on sale at
Mr. T. Marsh's store.”

22. We read of a racing match between an English mare,
backed by ten bags of cotton, against a Virginia horse, backed
by twenty-five bags of coffee; the distance, from the Block
House to the Kitty, and the horses “to be rode by their
respective owners.” Cotton won, on which the editor remarks
that it is a truism in planting circles that cotton must win.

28. There was a grand lottery this year (1806), conducted
on more satisfactory terms than the big affair of 1878, in con-
nection with the Romish Church in Georgetown, for we read
that it was drawn—

“1In the presence of a sworn clerk in the Secretary’s Office
of the Colony of Berbice, where the GOLD REPEATER
representing the ¢ Miracle of Moses’ was drawn with No. 805."

24. Of municipal affairs we read that the dams and drainage
of the town were not what they ought to have been, and much
inconvenience and discomfort ensued in comsequence :—

“On Monday and Tuesday last, this town was again quite
overflowed, to the great inconvenience and prejudice of the
inhabitants. . On Tuesday afternoon the inundation was par-
ticularly great; some gentlemen came in a boat close up to
the American Coffee ﬁ?)use, but one fat gentleman who was
not fortunate enough to have so safe a conveyance, but trusted
to the negroes, was, by a mistake of the {atter, completely
soused in the muddy flood.”

25. The town had a Fire Brigade, but it was of verplitfle
use, and was not much depended ‘upon. A fire occurred near
Anmerica Street one night in an old negro woman’s hut, while
she was absent in the country, and, by the aid of some gentle-
men in the city, it was put out chiefly by the application of
mud. Next day, when the old woman returned, she raved and
stortned herself into fits, because her house was so awfully
messed ; on which the editor remarks that perhaps it would
have been more satisfactory to her feelings to have let it burn.
An incident of the same fire is duly recorded :—

F
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“In the confusion which the alarm caused some whimsical
circumstances occurred. Among the rest, one gentleman who
was loudly vociferating for his trousers had his shirt brought
him instead, in which, with his legs through the armholes, he
sallied forth to do his part in the extinguishing business.”

26. Mr. Henry Bolingbroke, who wrote an account of
Guyana a few years after it was taken possession of by the
English in or about the year 1796, and dedicated his work to
Mr. Wyndham, Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, an-
ticipated the progress of British Guyana, which is becoming the
most important Colony of Great Britain in the West Indies,
and an asylum for the redundant population of Barbadoes,
and other islands in the Caribbean Sea. He points out how
the settlements of the Dutch on the Demerara, Berbice, Coren-
tyne, and Essequibo rivers were benefited by intercourse with:
Barbasdoes. He looked upon the acquisition of Cayenne
and the purchase of the Portuguese territory to the north
of the Amazons by the English, as & matter that could easily
be arranged, and the whole slip of land between the Amazons
and Orinogue be made a British Colony, which absorbing all
the capital, enterprise, and labour of the islands held by
the English in the Caribbean Sea would zoon develope into
a great Continental British possession, which would amply
compensate for the loss of the North American Provinces,
which bad recently established their independence. He
also compares it with the countries lying along the mouth
of the Plate river, and the acquisition of Buenos Ayres, which
was achieved by the English during the war, and he considered
Ghtyama a more advantageous possession than any of them.
His speculations with regard to the future of Guyana and its
relations with Barbadoes are of more interest to the reader,
as they are, to a certain extent, in the course of being realized.
Georgetown, or rather Stabroek, as it was called in his time,
contained only some 1,500 white inhabitants, 2,000 free
coloured, and 5,000 blacks. The fort and public buildings
were higher up the river than they are now, at Diamond
Point, and the suburb of Kingston between the town and the
sea was built up by the British garrison, being the coolest and
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healthiest quarter, and was called so after the capital of
Jamaica. He describes the English adventurers, chiefly
merchants and planters from Barbadoes, as more enterprising
than the Dutch, and their occupation of the Colony during
the war, and the demand it created for British goods, and the
increase of commerce with the islands, as greatly conducive to
its advancement, and says that the planters of Barbadoes had
as much capital embarked in Guyana as they had in use in
their own little island, which is only valuable from its being
to windward of all the other islands, and having a good bay,
which affords secure anchorage for the navy on the station :—

27. “The Colonies in Guyana, independently of supplies
they have received from Africa, are daily getting more negroes
from the West India Islands, some of which being nearly
worn out from long cultivation, the proprietors of estates
there find it very di&cult and expensive to make them pro-
duce what they used to do. Circumstanced as they are,
working on a withered soil, they are certainly justified in
abandoning that land for better in Guyana, where there is
such an extensive choice. The natural consequence we are to
expect from such a procedure in the course of time, is the
total abandonment of the barren islands, for the more fertile
soil of the continent. The islands I allude to, are Curasso,
Eustatia, Saba, St. Martins, Tortola, Tobago, Grenada, and
St. Vincent, which will be either ially or wholly forsaken
in a few years. When I was at Tortola, in 1805, there was
neither a garrison to defend it, nor a governor to govern it ;

, therefore it is visibly enough seen that the then ministry did
not think the revenue or value of it would warrant the
expense of maintaining a regular establishment there. Bar-
badoes is declining fast in its revenue and productions, but its
situation being to. windward of all the other islands, and
having a bay, makes it a most desirable place to be
retained by our Government. It is now the head-quarters for
the Commander-in-chief, and Carlisle Bay affords a secure
anchorage for the navy on the station. But the planters of
Barbadoes have as much capital employed in the Colonies on
the continent, as they have actually in Barbadoes; this cer-
tainly is a strange assertion to make, but it is no less true,
and will always be the case while Guyana presents such a
boundless tract of country to cultivate; indeed, I have no

F2



68 CHAPTER II1.

hesitation in saying that Demerary owes its present situation
and importance to Barbadoes. The planters from that island
first emigrated, with their negroes, and their rapid successes
were an inducement for other islands to follow the example.
The English planters having so much capital employed there,
with otger circumstances, was the inducement for the British
to take it in 1796, which fully completed what had been so
ably begun: the English merchants, struck with the advan-
offered them by the capture of the Colonies, epared no
pains to form establishments and extend cultivation, which
eventually raised them to the rank they now hold.” (P. 177.)

28. It is no wonder, then, that we have such large numbers
of black, coloured, and white Barbadians continually coming
over to Demerara for a living. And these black Barbadians
are fifty years ahead of the black Creole Demerarians in intel-
ligence, habits, &c. No Demerara Creole can floor a Bar-
badian. '



CHAPTER 1V,

A DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN, THE
CAPITAL OF THE COLONY.

1. THE following pathetic lines were found in an old
escritoire, which formerly, and not so long ago, belonged to a
distinguished and learned member of the Civil Service. The
concluding verses of the ode were very superior to the others;
at least the cockroaches thought so, for they ate the others
and left this : —

ODE TO DEMERARA.
VERSE 1.

“ Demerara, land of trenches,
Giving out most awful stenches ;
Land of every biting beast
Making human flesh its feast ;
Land of swizzles, land of gin,
Land of every kind of sin
Why have I been doomed to roam
Far, so far, away from home ?

2. A traveller visiting this country must not think of seeing
high lands and lofty mountains, covered to their summits with
perpetual verdure. The land is quite low and flat, and, there-
fore, he need not expect to behold it looming in the distance.
“The firat indication of land is characterized by a long irre-
gular outlive of thick bush, on approaching which groups of
elevated trees, chiefly palms, with occasionally an isolated
silk-cotton (Bombaz Ceiba), or the tall chimneys of the sugar
plantations, with the smoke curling upwards, begin rapidly to
be recognized, and indicate to the experienced trader the very
spot he has made. . . . . Once in sight of land the scene
rapidly changes in appearance, from a long, low outline of
bush to the different objects which characterize the attractive
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scenery of the tropics. . . . Before the river Demerara is
fairly entered, the course steered is towards the lightship,
situated about twelve miles from Georgetown. This beacon
is a floating vessel at the entrance of the difficult navigation
of the river. In fine weather, and during the daytime, it may
readily be seen with the naked eye, and at night a bright
fixed light indicates to the navigator the anxions object of his
search.” After nearing the lightship, the lighthouse and
Fort Frederick are soon recognized, and in little more than
an hour the traveller, as by magic, is ushered through a crowd
of large ships, steamers, and small vessels, into a large town,
with its motley inhabitants collected from all parts of the
world, speaking their own languages or tongues wherein
they were born. The new comer fancies himself in the land
of confusion or Babel of languages and dialects. The harbour
is the mouth of the river itself; and several wooden stellings,
or jetties, project from the shore, on which the passengers
and goods are lJanded. All the houses and places of worship
are built of wood grown in this Colony. In the centre of the
city of Georgetown stands an elegant structure called the
‘“Guyana Public Buildings,” built of brick, and stuccoed with
Roman cement, in imitation of freestone. Very lately a few
good brick buildings have been erected in Georgetown. The
streets and roads in town, and its vicinity, have been formed
of the ballast of vessels trading to the Colony, each ship being
required to leave a certain quantity. Broken rock stones
(brought over from Massareeni, H.M. Penal Settlement, on
the river Massareeni, a tributary of the Essequibo) are used to
macadamize the streets of the city. The extent of George-
town, the capital of the Colony, is from Plantation La Pénitence,
the extreme boundary of the town on the south, to the Fort,
situate at the entrance of the river, a distance of a mile and a
quarter to a mile and a half.

3. Those who knew Georgetown as it was twenty years
ago, and are able to compare it with the city of to-day, have
abundance of material for many a pleasant retrospect. Between
the metropolis of to-day and that of the date to which I refer,
there is a difference so wide and marked that if a Colonist
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who had known the one were to return now to the site of his
former haunts, he would have some difficulty in discovering
any of the old landmarks, and might doubt if this were really
the city in which he once lived. The change, I am proud to
8ay, is one of improvement, and, despite the perpetual cry of
_dull times and small profits, the march of progress is still
going on, giving promise of changes as distinct in another
score of years as those we can now contemplate. It is not
easy to say whether the commercial or the residential quarter
of the city has undergone the greatest improvement.

4. Water Street, in which is transacted the whole mercantile
businees of the town, in fact, the whole business of the Colony
(Berbice and Essequibo included), at the time of which I write,
was & narrow tortuous street, in some parts resembling the
“auld brig o’ Ayr,” where “twa wheelbarrows tremble when
they meet,” ill-favoured, ill-lighted, and full of close, musty
smells, from which it was so impossible to escape that the
resident had, nolens volens, to get used to them. It was a
busy place, however ; and, looking back, it seems that the
crowd of passengers in business hours was greater and more
continuous than it is now; but this may have been more
apparent than real from the narrowness of the thoroughfare
throwing the passers-by closer together. The merchants of
thoee days were a hard-working, industrious lot. Every morn-
ing at sharp six o’clock every store was opened for business,
and the heads of the various establishments were there to see
that all connected with them were at their posts. Think of
this, ye luxurious successors, who creep into Water Street at
seven o'clock, grumbling that the hour of opening the business
of the day is absurdly early! Men who are now enjoying
enviable positions in the West Indian commercial circle in
London were amongst those who every morning as the clock
struck six saw their businesses, wholesale and retail, set a-going,
and who, allowing themselves small time for breakfast, lunch,
or club, toiled till late in the afternoon, when they retired to
their houses, which, as a rule, were over their stores. There
were few recreative institutions in those days for the enjoy-
ment of athletic exercises or ssthetic indulgences, and but for
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the compulsory and salutary exercise in the militia service,
the majority of Water Street men would have had little to
divert them from Monday to Saturday. The mess-house over
the store was a recognized institution in every establishment
of any size, and there can be no question that it was a valu-
able one, engendering a fine esprit de corps, and providing the
employés with the comforts of a home. It served its purpose
excellently well, but its day is over, and it is now all but a
thing of the past. Its decadence commenced when the custom
was introduced of employing Creole lads as clerks in the stores,
for naturally these lads preferred to live with their own people.
Twenty years ago Creole clerks were very few, and in a walk
along the street ome could almost have counted on the ten
fingers the number of them employed in the various stores,
English or Portuguese. Nowadays they are to be found in
every place of business in town, and their numbers are in-
creasing so rapidly that the question of where they are all to
find employment is becoming a serious one. But not only in
the matter of salesmen have the stofes undergone a change,—
their whole appearance and style have completely altered,
together with the class of goods, and, I may say, the class of
customers also. Some of our commercial houses will compare
with what are considered high-class shops in any English
town, and it is a generally acknowledged fact that the enterprise
of our local merchants keeps Colonists more alive to the fashions
and inventions of the day, than are the citizens of many places
situated within easy distance of the great centres of European
life.

8. It was a fortunate calamity, if such an expression be
permissible, that befell the city that Sunday afternoon,
April 3, 1864, when the cry of FIRE, the clanging of bells,
bugle calls, and the shrieks of houseless men and women,
awoke the quiet of the Sabbath into a scene of the wildest
confusion and terror, such as, perhaps, had never been wit-
nessed, and, I sincerely hope, never will be again experienced
in the Colony. By this dreadful fire, or conflagration, in
Water Street, some one hundred and thirty clerks had been
thrown out of employment ; but to the honour and credit of
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the merchants in whose employ they were, be it said, that they
took immediate steps to prevent the clerks being thrown upon
any plan of relief from the outsiders, The loss sustained by
the merchants and others, including properties and goods,
amounted to about three millions of dollars. Just three months
after (July 4, 1864) there was another terrible conflagration,
when the greater part of Water Street was reduced to ashes,
with immense destruction of valuable properties and goods to
the amount of 1,500,000 dollars. These two fires furnished
the opportunity that was wanted to remodel the street, and
make it worthier of the Colony of which it was the heart.
Had the old houses, and the old street, been to the fore still,
the enterprise I have alluded to could never have developed
itself, for the new business could never have been possible in
the old stores, any more than the old business could be carried
on profitably in the new buildings. Out of the ashes of the
old, narrow, twisted highway arose the fine, wide, imposing
Water Street of to-day, and I can point to it as one of the
grandest commercial quarters, not only in the West Indies,
but in countries of more pretension. In the residential por-
tions of the city the changes that have been effected are quite
on a par with the improvements in the places of trade. The
old custom of merchants living over the stores has become
obeolete, and their houses are now to be found ornamenting
Main Street, and some of the more remote streets of the city.
Perhaps nowhere more than in Main Street is the improve-
ment in street architecture observable. At the date of which
I am writing, small cottages, some of them in a tumble-
down state, “ Portuguese ” shops and buildings in every stage
of decay, were to be seen, with here and there a really good
house, forming a striking contrast to its neighbours. To-day,
there is an almost unbroken line of fine residences from one
end of Main Street to the other, on both sides, and it is not
too much to say, that a finer avenue is hardly to be met with
out of the large capitals of the world. The less pretentious
portions of the city have not been forgotten, while the more
fashionable streets have been undergoing ornamentation and
improvement. The former practice of lighting up our streets
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with oil has been done away with by the introduction of gas
since December 31, 1872. The town is well supplied with
large iron water tanks, as the citizens chiefly depend upon
rain for this indispensable article, and in dry seasons water is
supplied from these tanks at a very reasonable price. Every
householder is expected to have a vat in his yard to supply
himself and his tenants with water—rain-water. In addi-
tion to all these almost every street in the city has what the
Creoles call “a stand-pipe,” or pump, whence water is obtained
by the poor people, and others, for drinking and culinary
purposes, &. The public Water Works in Camp Street are
in such a state of perfection, that the whole city could be sup-
plied with water in a very few seconds, and our properties are
not now liable so easily to be destroyed by fire as formerly.
The Fire Brigade is always in good working trim, and ready
at any moment to turn out to give assistance,

6. At one time to walk through certain streets after a
heavy shower of rain was like stalking over rough pasture
land, but now there is scarcely a lane within the municipal
boundaries that is not macadamized, or covered over with
burnt earth. Wherever one goes in his city rambles, from
east to west, or north to south, he comes upon some healthy
sign of accumulating wealth and improving taste in the street
buildings, whether these are for household or congregational
purposes. The church of St. Philip, the magnificent Roman
Catholic Cathedral,* the Wesleyan Trinity and Bedford
Chapels (in Werk-en-Rust, and Camp Street) and buildings,
the Hand-in-Hand block, the large hotels, the British Guyana

* The oldest church or place of worship in the Colony, now greatly
needing repairs, is on Fort Island, in the Essequibo, which is justly
venerated by the descendants of Dutchmen for their fathers' sakes.
It was opened for Divine service in 1771, and is consequently 110
years old. Mr. Adam, one of the oldest inhabitants of Fort Island,
said that he had seen the fifth roof put onit. It is gratifying, how-
ever, to see that it is not merely regarded as the idol of sentiment,
but 18 occasionally used practically for religious and social purposes.
Rev. W. Harper, of the Church of Scotland, sometimes visits the
people on Fort Tsland and holds Divine service in this old church,
which is altogether pewless. The people either have to stand or
carry their benches with them.



DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN. 15

Bank, the new and handsome Law Courts, the new “ McKay
Markets,” with a high tower and clock ; the large, strong, and
substantial Almshouse, more fitted to be the Governor's resi-
dence than a paupers’ home, and many other places that will
occur to the local reader, all give the: most unqualified proof
of the great advance we have made both socially and com-
mercially during the two preceding decades. We may quarrel
and grumble as we please, and say to each other in our
mutual misery that business is wretched, and the Colony is
going to the dogs, but we must not be taken at our word.
There is the evidence of our increased wealth and improved
position to be seen by all, in the private residences aud public
and sectarian institutions we have been able to build for our-
selves. Of late, much has been done to beautify the city of
Georgetown, and when the works at present in course of con-
struction, and in contemplation, are finished, it will be worthy
to be the capital of the “ Magnificent Province.” When the
buildings which compose the present ice house are removed,
and a sightly edifice is erected in their place, and the ground,
where the temporary market stood, cleared and put in order,
the coup d'eil from the steamer stelling will be an imposing
one, and probably unequalled in the West Indies. It has
been frequently remarked that the presence of bhandsome
buildings and elegant surroundings of any description has
an elevating and refining effect on the manners of the populace,
and in this we believe there is a certain amount of truth.
‘Whatever may be urged against those who have administered
the Government of late years, it cannot be denied that the
efforts of the authorities to improve and beautify the city
have been unremitting. It is also true that private indi-
viduals have in many cases been equally energetic; and the
consequence is that our capital excites the admiration of
strangers visiting it. I trust that the spirit of improvement
may not subside; for there exist no better means of edu-
cating the people than accustoming them to the sight of
beautiful things. We have every reason to regard our city
with honest pride and lively satisfaction; and in bringing
this brief retrospect to a close, I would express the hope that
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twenty years hence those of us who are still in the fight may
be able to look back and draw a comprrison between the pre-
sent and the past, as favourable to the former as is that we of
to-day have to record between what we now have and what
twenty years ago we had.

7. Almost the whole of the plantations in the Colony are
represented by these Water Street mercantile houses, or
individual partners of them, and the patronage which they
exercise in the appointment of managers and other officers of
estates is very great. They are a powerful body, and their
combined action, even against the Executive Government,
should they be antagonistic to it, is, in most cases, irresistible.
It is but justice, however, to them to say that, as a rule, they
act with moderation, and never oppose themselves to the
Government merely for the sake of opposition. On the con-
trary, they will generally be found acting in concert with the
local Government, unless when that Government is controlled
by the baneful influence and instructions which often emanate
from the ignorance of the Colonial Office officials.

8. Besides the houses I have just referred to, there are a great
many dry goods stores—that is, shops for the sale of cloth
and finery of all kinds in that line. Some of these, I am
informed, are owned by men of means and capital, but many
of them are of mushroom growth, and disappear, after a brief
existence, between the jaws of that voracious individual, called
the Administrator-General, or are wound up under trust, to be
succeeded by others of a similar description, notwithstanding
the warnings thus given to those who support them and give
them credit.

9. Among the merchants of Water Street I must not neglect
noticing the poor and frugal and industrious Portuguese—
although destitute of education and intellectual training—who
has, in many cases, raised himself far above his original posi-
tion, and has, in some instances, taken his place beside the
wealthy English merchant. Several of them in Water Street
are much respected and trusted, and have accumulated con-
siderable wealth, I need only mention one, Mr. Manoel
Fernandez, who died some years ago at Madeira, his native
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island, where he had gone for the benefit of his health. This
man was altogether uneducated. He could neither read nor
write, but his mercantile transactions became eo large that it
was necessary for him to be able to sign his name, and this
he was able to accomplish. And that name was given for
thousands and tens of thousands of dollars, and was readily
taken by every one having dealings with him. Quiet, almost
to taciturnity, he had little to say, yet he kept his eyes about
him ; and, with native shrewdness, and a large amount of
good sense and foresight, he availed himself of every oppor-
tunity of making successful commercial speculations, the
result being that he died leaving a large amount of pro-
perty and money. There are others of the same class who
have been successful, although probably few to the same
extent.

10. With the exception of some vegetables, such as plan-
tains, yams, cassava, sweet potatoes, &c., the Colony is almost
entirely dependent upon the United States for its food
supplies, These are flour, salt pork, salt beef, cheese, butter,
salt fish, which is largely consumed, and a number of other
articles. In short, it may be said the only product of the
Colony is sugar, with its necessary complement of molasses
and rum. Its wide savannahs ought to afford pasture for
numerous herds of cattle, but, strange to say, this is not the
case. The supply cannot keep pace with the demand, and
large numbers of cattle are imported from Oronoco, of very
inferior quality, partly arising from their deterioration during
their sea voyage. Occasionally a cargo of cattle from Porto
Rico arrives in the Colony. These are generally much superior
to the Oronoco cattle. Sheep do not thrive in the Colony,
principally owing to the swampy nature of the soil and the
rank grass on which they have to feed, which is not suitable
for them. The consequence is that the mutton principally
consumed in the Colony is imported from the United States.
There are Creole sheep, and when looked after and attended
to, as they sometimes are on sugar estates, and when fed on
the refuse of the sugar manufacture, their mutton is superior in
flavour to almost any other mutton ; but it is rarely that you
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can buy such mutton in the market, it is reserved for managers
and their friends.

A gentleman thoroughly conversant with cattle farming,
recently writing in the Demerara 4rgosy, observes :—

“Mr. Thomas Porter, when residing at ¢ Paradise,” imported
several fine specimens of the Zebu, both bulls and cows,
and he also succeeded in raising splendid crosses. His oxen
at four years used to sell for $80 to $100 and over per head.
There are still good specimens of cattle to be seen on the pasture
of ¢ Enmore,’ but they show the marked ill effects of in-and-in
breeding, and I question if four-year-old oxen can now be fed
to be worth more than $50 to $60. Others have added to the
stock of East Indian cattle, but nothing has been done in
the way of refreshing the breed of cows such as the original
stock represented, ani to this I consider is due the falling off
in the breed of cattlee. In my native county and in the
northern counties along the Moray Firth, yhere the breed of
cattle has been improved to an extent beydnd belief, the secret
was the selection of breeding stock ; fabulous prices were paid
for both bulls and cows, and in no case were bulls allowed
to interfere with their own progeny. The result has been
that farmers turn out two-yea.r-olge oxen worth three times the
price that three-year-olds sold for forty years ago. To
resuscitate and improve the breed of cattle in British Guyana,
the example set by the northern farmers ought to be followed ;
the best cows now to be found in the Colony ought to be
selected as breeding stock, and all inferior animals should be
fed off for the butchers. The indiscriminate way in which
bulls of any and all descriptions are allowed to graze about
should be prohibited by law in the same way as is provided
for stallions, and only bulls of a given size should be allowed
to be at . Pyresh stock should be imported in both
bulls and cows, with the especial object of improving the size
and weight of our herds, and I would suggest the United
States or Jamaica as a more likely field to draw a supply from
than from England. In both countries the breed of cattle has
been brought to almost a level with the mother country,
and we know that stock from Jamaica in paiticular are more
easily acclimatized than those from England. The Coolie
element as cattle farmers throws some little difficulty in the
way of carrying out a general system of improvement; they
object to the shedding of blood, hence the wretched droves of
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small bulls that are thrown on the market. I cannot believe but
that this might be overcome, and that all bull calves could be
emasculated as they are dropped, same as is done in Europe,
The crofters in Scotland with their few cows have become
quite as ambitious to put in a good appearance at the local
shows as their more opulent neighbours, and none of them
ever think of keeping a bull ; they send their cows to the best
bull in the district, and I have little doubt the Demerary Coolie
would soon find out thas it would be to his interest to do the
same‘"

11. The assembly rooms, where balls and parties on a large
scale are given, is an unseemly building outside, but admirably
adapted inside for the purposes for which it was erected.
The balls are held in the upper flat, and wide aud spacious
galleries run along each side of it, where the non-dancing
part of the company can promenade and flirt to their
hearts’ content. These galleries are open to the breeze, which
renders the roonr delightfully cool and pleasant. My friends
in England will be surprised to learn that such a ball-room is
more cool and pleasant than the close and confined rooms at
home, and much more agreeable. There are no offensive smells
from gas or a confined atmosphere. The bottom flat is occupied
by the Georgetown Club. This Club is admirably conducted
and is somewhat aristocratic in its pretensions, and exclusive.
There is also another Club in Georgetown called the * British
Guyana” Club, which is not quite so aristocratic. Four others
of recent date have been formed in the city. Nothing can
exceed the kindness of the members of these Clubs to strangers.
It is enough that you are a stranger in a strange land to
command their hospitality; for the hospitality of the
Demerarians is proverbial, and you must be on your guard
against it, otherwise their swizzles, so pleasant and delightful
to the taste, with which you are plied, may be too much for
you. It is sufficient if you are acquainted with one member
of the Club. Your friend takes you there, places your name
in a visitors' book, and introduces you all round to those
present. Then begins your difficulty and your trial. Every one
* thinks he has a claim upon you to drink with him ; and every
one asks you. You wish to be civil, and you do your utmost
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to be civil and polite ; but if you have a regard for your head and
your sobriety, you feel yourself, at times, compelled to decline
the proffered drink ; and you are right. At the Georgetown
and British Guyana Clubs you can have excellent lunches and
dinners, but a stranger, although admitted to the Clubs, can
order nothing—that must be done for him by a member, and
he will never be at a loss on that score; and besides, he will
never have to pay. .

Report says that not very long ago a State-paid clergyman
found himself one Sunday afternoon in the house of a planter
friend of his, where he met some other friends. Soon a
discussion upon religious topics was begun, and it became very
animated and somewhat scientific, one of the parties to the
controversy being a local scientist of some mark, when it
became necessary to clinch an argument by a reference to a
standard authority. The servant was called and told to go
upstairs and fetch the Evidences of Christianily; she would
find it lying on the shelf. The girl went and came back im-
mediately carrying a double flask of gin! ¢ The servant was
evidently a reader of missionary literatare, and had, with
Mr. Russell, come to believe that gin and true religion are
closely allied, the presence of the former being inseparable
from the latter and one of its least mistakable evidences.”

12. The following description of Georgetown, taken from
Mr. J. W. Bodham-Whetham's book on Roraima, will be read

with interest :—

¢ Georgetown is a handsome, well-built town, with broad
streets, avenues, excellent stores, and shops of all descriptions,
and with a lively, well-to-do air that is invigorating as theieat is
depressing. In the streets, besides the white race, you meet
sharp-featured Madrassees, Hindus of various castes, Parsees,
Nubians, half-breeds. Stepping timidly along may also be
seen two or three ¢ bucks,’ as the natives from the interior are
called, dressed—if dressed at all—in a motley suit of old
clothes, and only anxious to sell or exchange their parrots and
hammocks, and then return to their wilds. From a merchant’s
store filled with European goods egou step into a little shop
redolent of the East, and stocked with bangles and silver
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ornaments worked by their Cingalese proprietor. There
stands a Portuguese Jew, ready to fleece the first ‘buck’
whom he can entice into his cheap general store, and here sits
stolid John Chinaman, with his pigtail wreathed round his
head, keeping guard over his home-made cigars.

“The Government building is a large, fine-looking struc-
ture ; the numerous churches are graceful and picturesque,
and everywhere there is a home look about the town, without
pretension, that is very attractive. The reading-room is cool
and very comfortable, the library well managed, and the
museum in the same building is likely to become a very valu-
able acquisition to the colony.

““Opposite the ¢ Kineteur’ hotel is the Club, which is the
pleasantest resort in the town, as it receives the full benefit of
the trade wind, which on certain occasions, by-the-by, wafts
other zephyrs than those fresh from the beautiful hibiscus
hedge in front, and is much frequented by its members.
Stretching far away from this Club towards the sea-wall is
Main Street, and there and in the neighbouring parallel one
the principal houses of Georgetown are situated. Main Street
is broad and picturesque; a series of wide trenches* with
green sloping banks divides it, and on each side runs a fine

The residences which line it are all detached, and of
various styles of architecture, fromn a three-storied edifice with
towers and cupola to a low, wide-spreading structure with but
one floor above the basement. But all are built for coolness as
well as comfort, and their wide, shady verandahs are the
favourite resorts of the family. Many of the gardens are
brilliant masses of colour, resembling a rich oil-painting,
I-:t.her than a delicate water-colour like those of E:ropean

nds.”

Our new Governor, Sir Henry Turner Irving (who arrived
in the Colony, May 4, 1882), expressed his pleasant surprise at
the appearance of Georgetown, which in every way surpassed
any other city in the English West Indies.

* As there i no natural fall of water, these open trenches, which
are seen everywhere in the country as well as town, are necessary to
carry off surface water to prevent flooding in the wet seasons. By
sluice gates the town trenches can be flooded when required.



CHAPTER V.

THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE AND THE CONDITION OF THE
PEOPLE.

1. WHEN slavery—* that greatest curse that can afflict the
social system "—“that plundered more than four millions of
men and women of all the rights of humanity, and doomed
their offspring through perpetual generations to the same
hopeless bondage and oppression "—existed in the Colony of
Guyana during parts of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, cargoes of valuable slaves were, nolens volens, caught
and shipped from the Coast of Africa and brought to the
shores of Guyana in ill-ventilated vessels. The masters or
owners of slaves were gods, and their law, their word, supreme.
"They were quite indifferent about sacred things, and gave
“themselves up to the sinful pleasures of the world. Those
days were indeed days of darkness, dissipation, and oppression
of the worst type that ever saw the sun. The planters’
reign was a “ reign of terror,” and they had to work with their
sword on their thigh :—

“ On Friday fortnight upwards of twenty Spaniards landed
in Capoey Creek, on the Arabian coast ; but on the burghers
immediately assembling and making a great noise they
thought proper to re-embark without eftecting anything.”

In addition to the maval force to protect its interests at rea,
the Colony posseesed a large and powerful militia to join with
the regulars to protect the land from invi.sion, and to preserve
internal order, which latter at times was not such an easy
matter. Occasionally their duty was diversified with a job
like this, which they looked upon as a bit of fun :—

“The purpose for which the militia were ordered out last
Sunday morning was to assist in the apprehension of runaway
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and Bush Negroes ; 8 number of whom there was every reason
to suppose made a practice of coming into town on a Sunday,
The object was to surround the market place with the militia,
and guard the avenues with regulars while the Dienaars did
their duty inside. . . . Every male Negro who could not pro-
duce a satisfactory pass was presently taken and placed under
a guard till owned by his master.”

““The lives of the Bushas, or masters, were not safe from
the Bush Negroes.” If these Negroes were cruel, their masters
were worse, and more degraded, and perfectly inhuman. Just
about this period (A.D. 1794) the well-known Quaker philan-
thropist, Stephen Grellet, in his youthful days, left his native
land (England) on a visit to British Guyana, probably to
settle down and make the Colony his future home. During
his stay in the Colony and intercourse with the planters—the
reigning monarchs of the time—and others, he paid particular
attention to their manners and customs, and ways of living.
He soon got tired of the Colony, and returned to his own
native country. Stephen Grellet is long since dead, but he
has left his testimony behind as to the moral condition of the
people in the Colory in his day. His words are :—

It [British Guyana] is a place of much dissipation. I do
not recollect during the whole time I was there, that I saw
anything in any one that indicated a feeling of religious
sensibility. There was no place of worship : no priest of any
kind, except one who had been there a few years, and was a
dissolute drunken man. It was of the Lord’s mercy that I
and the whole land were not destroyed like Sodom and
Gomorrah.”

Strong language this, but not too strong when the actual
real state of the country and the condition of the inhabitants
are taken into consideration.

2, Hartsink, an old Dutch writer, gives a list of the various
classes or tribes of slaves that were introduced into the Colony
for the purpose of continuous, hard, payless toil on the sugar
and coffee estates. There were the Andras or Dongos from
Inda and Ardra, towns near the western sea coast of Africa.
The men and women of this class or tribe had gashes upon

G2
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their cheeks, and the higher orders amongst them were marked
only about the foreheads, like the Kroomen. The Naguo slaves
had streaks or curves upon their bodies, representing the
various animals. The Mallais, an excellent people, and ac-
customed to hard labour, and who brought high prices in the
slave market, were tattooed, differing very little from the
Tibou and Guiambo Negroes. The Aquiras, who were active
and faithful to their owners, had marks upon their back and
breast resembling lizards and snakes. The Tibouians had long
gashes upon the cheeks, breast, and stomach; they were of
the worst kind, good for nothing except light housework.
The Forus were known by deep scratches upon their temples ;
they were a bad people, lazy, thievish, and addicted to filthy
habits. The Guiambans resembled very much the Tibouians
and Forus in character and marks. The Tidans and Jaquins
had upon their cheeks several spots or points, and were true
to their masters when kindly treated. The Ayois Negroes
were known by long gashes stretching from ear toear. These,
no doubt, were the soldiers of Africa; and were the terror of
all the rest of the Negroes. They held their lives of mno
account when their passions were roused, and pursued their
objects with an ardour it was difficult to restrain. They were
a martial and enterprising race, and well inclined to work,
which they performed better than any of the other na-
tions. The ‘ runaway” or “Bush Negroes” we so often
hear spoken of in the Colony, and who gave serious alarm to
the white inhabitants of the land, on account of their numbers
increasing rapidly, probably might have belonged to this class
or tribe—the Ayois.

“They made predatory excursions in the neighbourhoods
they infested, an(r carried off provisions or whatever else they
could lay their hands upon; and such were the sentiments of
revenge they entertained against the white men, that whenever
they bappened to surprise any of them, they seized them,
hurried them away to the woods, and put them to the most
miserable deaths. The mangled bodies of their victims, after-
wards discovered, afforded revolting evidence of the most
barbarous treatment. Rivalling the ferocity of the animals



THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 85

with whom they herded, they maintained, however, a kind of
discipline amongst themselves, electing a chief, whom they
strictly obeyed, and always acting in concert under his orders.
Rendered desperate by their situation, those lawless savages
became the terror of the country.”

The Annamaboe Negroes (sometimes called Faniynes) were
known by certain points or spots burnt in with gunpowder
upon the forehead. They were a well-conducted tribe, and
best suited of all for constant work on sugar, coffee, and
cocoa plantations. The Akinsche and Ashantees belonged to
this tribe. The Acra Negroes were brave, strong, and good
elaves : “The 4bo and Papa tribes were little meddled with ;
the last were said to have a kind of poisou placed under their
nails, with which they threatened to kill any one, if exasperated ;
hence, perhaps, the disinclination that was shown to interfere
with them.” The Cormantyne Negroes had mo characteristic
marks, but were known by their fine smooth black skin. They
were unforgiving in their temper and revenge. The Loango or
Goango (no doubt the present Kroomen) were a vicious race,
and practised cannibalism and obeahism. Their teeth were so
exquisitely sharpened that they could easily bite off a finger,
and all the other Negroes hated and feared them. There were
also imported into the Colony of British Guyana the Negroes
from Goree, who had upon the temples three gashes about
three fingers broad ; Negroes from Sierra Leone, with four
gashes upon the forehead ; Negroes from Cabo Monto, with a
gash upon each cheek, extending from the head to the chin;
and Negroes from Cape La Hoe, on the Gold Coast, who were
marked over the whole body with figures of birds and
animals, and wore round the neck a string of red sea
shells, which was regarded as a kind of armlet or chain.
Perhaps the portions from the old volume of the Essequibo
and Demerary Gazette, published in 1806—seventy-five years
ago—(extracts from which were reprinted in the Royal Gazette
of 1878, see chapter iii.), which strike a reader of modern days
with the greatest force, and jar most against his feelings, are
the advertisements and paragraphs dealing with the slaves. To
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us living in these days of legal, if not social, equality, the
following sentences occasion a peculiar surprise :—

“ Masters should not allow their boys to ride the horses to
water ; they must know that Negroes are not fit to be trusted.
It is more safe, more proper, for the slaves to lead them, and
at the same time it has a more decent appearance.

“ Yesterday evening, a negro was discovered hanging on a tree
in the middle walk of Vlissengen. The poor devil had rigged
himself out for his exit in, no doubt, his best clothes. . . .
The owner of this infatuated wretch is at present unknown.

“ We have heard that it is customary in some Colonies to
cut off the head of any negro making away with himself, and
fix it on a post. This mode appears to us to be very eligible.
.+ . The idea of returning to their native country without
a head would fully check the foolish delusion.”

How strange, too, to read the following advertisements ! —

‘“For sale, a very clever boat captain. He is sold for no
:‘im;)lt whatever, and only to enable his owner to discharge a

ebt.

“ For sale, a young, healthy and clever housemaid, who can
work well with her needle, and is an excellent washer. She
is sold for no fault whatever, and is warranted healthy.

“ By permission of his Excellency the Governor, the Sub-
scribers will expose for sale, at Beurdeaux’s Logie, on Saturday
next, the 23rd instant, under license,

230 PRIME WINDWARD COAST SLAVES,
in high health, imported in the ship Thomas, from the Wind-
ward coast.”

Occasionally, it would appear, a Colonist coveted his
neighbour’s maid-servant, and used improper means to make
her his own. If the following does not implicate Joseph
Beete, senior, Esq., and expose his trafficking with Lamon,
who seems to have been a well-known character, then we read
it awrong : —

“Notice: The Subscriber will give Four Joes Reward to
any person who will apprehend and lodge in the barracks a
Negro woman belonging to him, named Lamon, a Creole of
Barbados, with her boy-child Charles. She is too well known
in this Colony to require any further description, and is
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supposed to be harboured on the West Coast of the River, at
or about Plantation Best, belonging to Joseph Beete, senior,
Esq., where she has a husband. She has beea frequently on
that plantation, and from the repeated offers by the proprietor
to purchase her below her value, the subscriber has reason to
suppose she is encouraged.”

The oddest notice, however, to modern minds, amongst

these sayings and doings of the past, is the following account
of a triple execution :—

“This morning at twelve o'clock, were executed pursuant
to the sentence of the High Court of Justice, three Negroes,
named Tom, 8andy, and Billy, for breaking open the store of
Mr. Emmerson, and stealing divers articles therefrom some
time since.

“During the time of the above sentence being carried into
execution, one Neyburg, a white man, was placed in the plat-
form under the gallows, with a large board affixed to his
breast, on which was written, ‘Buyer of stolen goods,’ he
having purchased the articles from the above Negroes.”

There are many persons in the Colony and England who,
perhaps, had never read or heard the names of the different
tribes of Africansintroduced into the labour market of Guyana,
and the treatment they received at the hands of their masters,
and therefore I have taken the trouble to describe them for
their information. The learned works from which I have
gleaned these facts have been out of print, and cannot now be
obtained, and hence this description will be all the more
interesting to my reader. .

3. Such, in brief, is the description to be gleaned from the
old Dutch writers and others, of the qualities and value of the
several tribes of African Negroes brought as slaves to Guyana,
to till the land and enrich their masters and owners of estates
or plantations. England still owes a great debt to Africa’s
sons for the great injustice done to them. It is a debt that
can never be paid back for centuries to come. It wonld be
quite impossible nowadays to trace out the descendants of
any of these tribes 1 have just described. They have all
mingled into one large human family, the Black Creole, and
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have relinquished, it is to be hoped fop ever, most of the
characteristic marks, both physical and moral, by which their
progenitors were distinguished.”

4. The nature and working of the cursed and abominable
system of slavery in the West Indies is 80 well known to
every one in the Colony, that it becomes quite unnecessary on
my part to repeat the awful and saddening story. The cruelty
of the lash, which was often steeped in brine, or pickle and
pepper, is something very dreadful to think of. Twenty-five
was the number of lashes laid on the bare back of the slave,
when a dry leaf or piece of the boll was found in the cotton,
or a branch was broken in the field, &c.; fifty for all offences
of the next grade; a hundred for standing idle in the field ;
from a hundred and fifty to two hundred for quarrelling with
fellow slaves; and five hundred, laid on with the greatest
possible severity, for any attempt to escape or run away from
an estate or plantation. The estate overseers and gang drivers,
—in one word, “ taskmasters "—made the slaves to serve or
work with rigour, and they made their lives bitter with hard
bondage in all manner of service in the field ; all their service
wherein they made them serve was with rigour. 1 have been
informed by a gentleman, a native of the Colony, that up to
the day before the slaves were actually emancipated or pro-
claimed free, the lash was freely used by the drivers on a cer-
tain plantation near to Georgetown, and that, on the morning
of the emancipation, several freed slaves walked up to the
house of the * Boss "—manager or overseer—and asked if they
were not going to be whipped that morning for obtaining their
‘freedom. Horrible indeed are the tales I have heard from
time to time about the cruelty and blood-thirstiness of the
employers towards their slaves in the Colony. The descendants
of the old slave population have been very much kept down by
the powerful, opulent race, the Europeans, and very many
privileges which they should enjoy have been kept from them.
Instead of regarding that—

“ All men are equal in their birth,
Heirs of the earth and skies ;
All men are equal when that earth
Fades from their dying eyes ;"
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colorophobia, one of $he baneful effects of that unhallowed
system of human slavery, has been fostered by the British
nation, and this, now and then, manifests itself in larger or
smaller measure, especially when the social and moral, though
not, perhaps, s0 much as the religious, status of the Creole—
coloured and black—people of the Colony is considered. This
it is that keeps the people down from rising higher in a moral
and social point of view. There is no denying the fact that
the British nation, or their offspring in the Colony, have not
done their duty to the descendants of a people and race who
were once their slaves, in raising them, by giving a ready
helping hand ; they have done, probably, everything to keep
them down. The very ministers of the Gospel—those holy
men who should be free from all prejudices—have done the
same. Their actions speak louder than words. The coloured
man had, and in too many instances still has, to contend not
only with the ordinary difficulties of life, but with the preju-
dices of caste, making his humble progress in the world more
rough and painful than that of the man boasting of a fairer
skin. Years ago, the consolation used to be that Time would
soften and tone down all bitter feelings; but years have
passed, and the same feelings remain. A long period of
dominanee on the one side and of servitude on the other has
engendered sentiments of unfriendliness and distrust that
neither side can easily remove, and which will, doubtless—as
I have before remarked—long continue. It must not be
supposed that coloured people regard the whites with feelings
of antipathy—au contraire. They regard them as the principal
progenitors of their race and civilization ; but cannot ignore
the fact that they are not entirely separated from the African
race, except by refinement and culture, and this connection
white residents in these Colonies continually refer to in no
measured terms of reproach. The Indians of America, the
Maoris of New Zealand, have been often cited as superior
races to those of African descent; but if the saying that the
fittest will survive be accepted as an axiom, there is reason to
reverse that opinion; for, judging from the progress of the
coloured race in numbers, position, and education in America



90 CHAPTER V.

and the West Indies, they will be Hourishing and prosperous
long after the Red Men of the far West have disappeared from
the face of the earth; and at the present day there is no
likelihood of the future realization of Macaulay’s prophecy if
applied to the aboriginal New Zealander. Every one of the
slaves was known by some classical name, as Pompey, Cato,
Socrates, Csmsar, Hannibal, Jupiter, Juvenal, Venus, Juno,
Demosthenes, &c., or by other names of places or countries, as
London, Edinburgh, Scotland, France, Paris, Liverpool, &c.,
or by names such as these—Tuesday, Friday, Sambo, Quashy,
Cuffie, &c., which names are still retained. The slaves received
their names at the hands of their masters, and were often
“branded” the same as a cow, or horse, or mule, instead of
being baptized by any Christian minister.

5. During the time that slavery existed in the Colony such
a thing as marriage was altogether unknown and unheard of ;
nay, even prohibited ; and yet children were born, and grew
up to the inheritance of slavery. ¢ Unrestrained by the pre-
sence of refined and virtuous women, and enjoying a perfect
impunity of power over all surrounding associations, the
Colonists surrendered themselves to a life of unbridled de-
pravity. Having no scandal of public opinion to encounter,
and being wholly liberated from all religious and social obliga-
tions, they formed intimate relations with the humblest of their
slaves, beginning, perhaps, with some vague sense of persoual
responsibility, but gradually breaking down all the barriers of
honour and decency, until the whole country presented a
scene of demoralization that would scarcely be credited in the
present age. The only chastity, as a religious duty, taught
the women was, that they must have a child once a year to
enrich the planter, who was the master. The authority of the
master was omnipotent, and it was employed without remorse
in promoting the indulgence of the worst passions. The result
was, that the majority of the planters of the West adopted
the customs aud privileges of the despots of the East. A
seraglio was established on almost every property; and the
harem of a planter, if it did not emulate the luxury and pomp
of the Turk, transcended its prototype in coarseness and sen-
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suality. The slave . . . . was still his menial ; her children
became his property, were still accounted slaves, and were
often compelled to the labour of the field without being
allowed to derive any advantage from their European descent.
This, however, was not the general rule. The mother and
her offspring were frequently made free by purchase, and the
children brought up to some trade or business.” Such off-
springs of temporary unions were called “coloured people,”
and the same appellation is still applied to all persons, how-
ever fair, of African and European descent. The children of
mixed blood were called by various names, as, for instance,
the children of the “Negro” and ‘half-caste” were called
“Samboes ;” the children of a Negress by a white man or a
white woman by a Negro, “half-castes ;” the issue between a
“ half-caste” and white, * Tercerones,” or ¢ Quadroons,” or
¢ Quaterons,” being persons quarter-blooded ; the children of
a white person and a quadroon, * Mustees” or “ Mestees ;” and
the children of a *“ Mustiphinie ” by a white father, or vice versa,
“Quinterons.” As a Mustee or Mustiphinie has but one
sixteenth of Negro blood, and a Quinteron is only one thirty-
second from being white, all distinctions finally vanish, this
being the last gradation, with no visible difference in colour
or features between them and the whites. The conduct of the
European residents towards this class of citizens has, it cannot
be denied, been in too many cases illiberal and highly wrong,
especially as they, and two or more generations, in most
instances, are wholly without crime in respect of their birth.
Lord Macaulay, I think, mentions in his History of England,
that a similar class prejudicial feeling existed between the
Mercian and Northumberland tribes, But that has passed
away ; and so the class feeling in British Guyana is gradually
dying out. There is8 no excuse for this dislike, especially
while among them are many persons than whom the com-
munity can desire no better members. They are enterprising,
a few of them wealthy, and every way worthy of confidence
and respect.*

#* Mr. P. B. Shillaber, who visited the Colony of British Guyana
between forty and fifty years ago, and during his stay in the
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“The great drawback,” says an old Scotch planter in the
Colony, “to the usefulness of the Creole, however, is his
way of putting off things, and an absence of dash and through-
put, but there are not wanting Creoles who are as active,
conscientious, and intelligent as the best European I have ever
met. It amuses me to listen to the sapercilious talk of some
white people about the comparative merits of themselves and
others, for I have lived long enough in the country to know
how shallow and hypocritical is the so-called prejudice ; to see
men begging favours of the same persons they used to dis-
parage, and glad enough to take the humblest situation under
them. I could give a dissertation on ‘prejudice,’ with illus-
trations from real life, that would rather subdue the silly
gabble of some of my very superior high-bred fellow-Colo-

Colony worked as a compositor in the Royal Gazette office, writin
from Chelsea, Maes., June 1, 1881, to the Argosy newspaper, an
referring to the colour prejudice in the Colony, says: “I soon
learned to disregard the colour line, though with prejudice very
strong when I went there. I was grievousfy shocked, my first day
at Dr. Struthers’s Scotch Church, to see a substantial and respectable
old Scotchman come in, with a wife as black as the ace of spades,
and a half dozen cream-coloured children, and take a pew as if he
belonged there. A few nights after I was at Mr. Lugar’s and was
shown to a seat in an empty pew, but afterwards five ladies came
in, whom my modesty prevented my r ardin% closely, but I soon
found that they were deeply coloured. e%‘he delicate attentions they
paid the ‘stranger within tieir gates,' finding the place for him in
the Services, proffering their ornate fans, &c., in the most Jadylike
manner, won him enough to make the entire cimnge easy afterwards.
“There was another walk which I religiously took every Sunday
afternoon, to the barracks, professedly to see the soldiers parade
and hear the band music, but really to see the most beautiful woman
my eyes had ever rested on, and I have seen no one since that could
fill the bill. I worshipped her at a distance, however ; her time and
attention being engrossed by the officers of every rank, who hung
round her carriage like bees around a flower, and Col. Bunbury, of the
69th, who weighed fully 300 pounds, as he climbed upon her carriage-
wheel, in his bob-tailed coat, presented features of devotion, behind
that made the injudicious laugh, especially those who were crowded
out. She was a planter’s wife, with lots of money, possessing an-
lic beauty, and culture the best to be obtained in Europe, and still
she was not impp . Her blood had a tinge of colour, and her cha-
l!;aecl:ter, it was smdy; had a darker stain upon it, though I would never
ieve it."”
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nists, who, strange to say, left affluence and aristocratic
connections &t home to come to Demerara to accept, and
gladly enough, a situation of a few pounds a year with
their board.” The Toronto, Canada, Globe has the fol-

lowing :—

¢ ¢ Brother Smith, what does this mean ¥ ¢ What does what
mean ¥ ¢Bringing a nigger to this church.” ‘But he is
intelligent and well educated.” ¢Who cares for that? He is
a nigger.’ ‘But he is a friend of mine.’ ‘What of that?
Must you therefore insult the whole congregation? ¢But he
is a Christian, and belongs to the same denomination.” ¢What
do I care for that? Let him go and worship with his fellow-
niggers.” ¢But he is worth five million dollars,” said the
merchant. ¢ Worth what? ¢Five million dollars.” ¢ Wortl
five million dollars ! Brother Smith, introduce me.’”

The children born by marriages between the coloured and
the white are healthy and strong. Indeed, nature appears to
desire marriages between different families and nations, because
such crossings of the various races improve and invigorate the
species. Medical science fully teaches this to be a fact.
Humboldt and others have observed that the offspring of
Kuropeans and Ethiopians are peculiarly robust and active.
From numerous observations of a similar nature, he argues
that the best mode of eradicating hereditary diseases, madness,
consumption, epilepsy, &c., &e., in their early tendency, is by
the commixture of the species in intermarriage, which often
prevents the transmission of disease to the next generation.

One remarkable feature noticeable, however, is that whilst
the blacks and their children, who are also blacks, are woolly-
headed, their children by Europeans, Chinese, and Indian
Coolies have long, straight hair, and fine features. A short
time ago, a lad entered a druggist’s shop in town, and called
for “a half-bit's worth of scented, purified, perfumed, cold-drawn
castor oil for the hair.” Druggist.—* For whose hair, my bright
youth1” Boy.—¢“Me own, an’ who else you tink? You ent
know I have to tend school to-morrow, and I want to smell
nice.” Druggist.—‘But (pointing to the boy’s head) you
don’t call that hair, do you? I would call it wool.” Boy.—
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“I know dat jest as well as you ; but if you want to know,—
the dambs of God carries wool, but the beasts of the field
carries hair, so which best? I'll give you a ¢early 'tendance’
ticket if you answer me now.”

At this stage the druggist was called to attend to some one
else, 8o the question remains unanswered.

Here is another little bit of street conversation: “ Yes, I
tell she, I aint shame o’ me nation, I is black, yes, but black
too much bettah dan dem composition people ; and she see me
daughter, and me daughter moh fairer than she self ; and she
tell me daughter, ¢Girl, your bair is really lang,’ and me
daughter say, ¢ Yes, me hair is lang, and I can comb it too, I
am not like “among you” neegah wha alarm de whole street
when you go for comb you hair.’” The rest of the conversa-
tion turned upon church matters, and developed into a religious
drawl.

6. The utter or total abolition of slavery in the West
Indies has materially changed the condition of the once en-
slaved people, and placed the posterity of those persons in an
entirely new relation. There are many in the Colony who
were once slaves, but who, since their emancipation, have
risen, by the blessing of God, beyond and above the mere
day labourers. (See The Origin of the Guyanian Indians, p. 46
{3].) Several of the native labourers and tradesmen are
doing well, and are better off than many people of the same
class in England and elsewhere. Yet in the Colony we have
thousands of idle drones, and worthless fellows who will not
work, and who are consequently useless to themselves and a
pest to their neighbours. In support of my statement I
extract the following from a letter which appeared a short
time ago in the columns of the Colonist, dated April 21st,
1881 :—

“The Kroomen are a hard-working race, and a more willing
and quiet race of people cannot be found ; but we have to look
into the future as well. We will see at a glance that however
hard-working and industrious the Kroomen as a race may be,
their offspring by no means take after them in that particular,
for where will a more lazy, lawless, careless, and worthless lot
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of wretches be found than amongst the black labouring Creole
population of British Guyana? Seeing a Creole of
women and girls, from the ages of from 13 to 20, mustered on
an estate, from the different neighbouring villages, for the
of applying artificial manure in the fields, or for carry-
ing megass in the buildings when sugar-making is going on, or
of men for the digging of trenches, which work occasionall
occurs on an estate, ang sometimes other descriptions of wor
requiring the exclusive use of the shovel, a stranger at first
sight would be inclined to the belief that that estate, at least,
was well supplied with strong and robust Creole labourers.
But that is just where the stranger would make a mistake, for
after the completion of the particular work on which they
were there amf then engaged he mifht run the cultivated parts
of the country through and he wouldn’t find them, at least not
any of the men. Although these people will engage to carry
megass in the buildings and apply manure in the cane-fields,
yet they scorn the idea of going into the fields and doing
ordinary work, such as weeding grass and threshing canes ; in
fact, they think it quite beneath their dignity to doit. While
they are young they think of no such thing as working hard,
their only thoughts are on getting men to work for them, and
many of them do succeed in securing a mate, but does he
work? As long as the man is young and in the prime of
health things go on well with them, the man supporting her
and himself too, and perhaps a few children, on wﬁat he works
for during about two months of the year, and steals during
the remaining ten, but when ill health and old age begin to
approach, then the woman feels that she must work or starve ;
and it is of just such a class that the Creole gangs of weeders
are composed. From their excessive poverty at this m,
when they do begin to work, they are in such a hurry to e
up for lost time that they are utterly incapable of performing
their task with anything like neatness; and in their anxiety
they turn out the most wretched work that could be found in
any cane-field in the world. Owing to their improvidence,
thriftlessness and laziness in youth, when they have arrived at
this advanced stage of degeneration, in the case of any of
their children being boys, they are utterly unable, from the want
of means, to apprentice them to a trade requiring any length
of time for its acquisition ; and these boys, having a decided
objection to work until they are driven to it by nothing short
of starvation, will, on the arrival of that time, catch at any-
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thing which offers and requires. the smallest outlay of capital
for unplements and the least amount of physical and mental
exertion. Thus it is we get our mule-boys, for all the imple-
ments they have to provide amount to a piece of rope where-
with to flog the mules, and this they steal. But these boys,
unlike the men and women, after the cessation of their work
or the finish of sugar-making on the estate, are actually to be
found in the day-time. But where? Not in the cane-field,
unless they are there for unlawful purposes, but around the
trenches and in the savannahs catching fish ; and it would
seem that they have very strong propensities for loitering
about the plantation farms. So continues the chapter of their
lives from boyhood to manhood, fatherhood, %aolhood, and boy-
hood again. I believe I could fill a mighty big volume on the
worthlessness of the Negro Creoles of British Guyana, but I
close my remarks now on the blacks—at least for the
present.”

7. I deeply regret to state that among a large class of native
black and coloured Creole agriculturists a condition the re-
verse of prosperous exists. I allude to the cattle and provision
farmers, many of whom, through the enforcement of the law
relating to making up roads, allow their property to be sold at
execution, on account of their having failed to comply with
the conditions imposed by Ordinances. These lands so sold
are generally bought by Portuguese and others, who turn them
to better account, doing justice to themselves and to the
Colony which they have made their home. Squatting is a
word that stinks in the nostrils of political economists, and
unfortunately British Guyana (in common with the West
Indies generally) has acquired an unenviable notoriety as being
a country affording every facility to those who love to lead a
life of indolence under the shade of their own banana-tree. Our
tropical climate is said to be enervating, and to have the effect
of destroying in most constitutions the activity and energy
which are popularly supposed to be innate to the natives of
more temperate latitudes. Persons born in the Colony are by
many imagined to be lackadaisical creatures, as limp physic-
ally as they are morally ; but this impression is a mistaken
one. For I can point with pride to many of our prominent
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citizens, and say, “ They are Creoles.” But it is certain that
many natives of this, as well as other tropical climates, do
entertain a very decided objection to anything approaching
hard work, and they most certainly have a very high regard
for their own comfort and dignity. In fact, I am sorry to see
that many sit down quietly and allow their affairs to go to
ruin, when a little timely exertion or a little hard work, which
they foolishly consider degrading, would have the effect of
saving them. [See Chapter 1X.]

"



CHAPTER VL

THE INTRODUCTION OF FOREIGN LABOURERS INTO BRITISH ‘
GUYANA.

1. IMMIGRATION or Colonization may be considered from
two points of view : as the substitution of the existing labour,
or as the introduction of a more advanced, instructed, and
industrious race to people the Colony, and by contact to
improve the conditions of the natives or people of the country. -
Soon after emancipation or the abolition of slavery, the land-
owners or large capitalists in the Colony saw that they must
at once turn their attention to foreign labourers to cultivate
their lands, hitherto worked by forced labour, or abandon
their several valuable properties in British Guyana and return
to Furope. Not only was this the experience of Guyana
planters or proprietors of sugar .estates, but the very islands
—Trinidad, Guadaloupe, &c.—felt that they needed foreign
labourers. The earliest or the very first attempt to supply the
labour market of the West Indies with Asiatics may be seen
from the following statement, which I extract from the Esse-
quibo and Demerary Guzelte of 1806, already referred to :—

“ The East India Company are said to have taken up the
Fortitude, Captain Hughes, a vessel of 500 tons, for the pur-
pose of carrying 450 Chinese settlers and a cargo of piece
goods to Trinidad.”

Later on we read that some two hundred Chinese were
introduced, and possibly some of our readers intimate with the
history of Trinidad may be able to say what became of these
people, and if any of their descendants are to be found in the
island at the present day.

The old resident proprietors of the plantations did not
want the European-British or German immigrant—who readily
leaves his country, established habits, and family ties, with the
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hope of becoming a proprietor, of finding a new fatherland for
himself and his children—to come to the  magnificent pro-
vince” of British Guyana to work as a field labourer on the
sugar estates in the same manner as the Negroes—slaves—
were forced to work, or other natives of the sunny climes
were expected to work, and to put himself at the disposition
and power of the proprietors. Even supposing the British
and German emigrants, who readily leave their homes for dis-
tant lands, had turned their steps toward British Guyana, as
field labourers, they would have been almost useless. They
never could have endured the hardships, the trials, &ec., as
labourers in the open fields, exposed to the sun, nor would
they have withstood the malaria of the coast districts, A
very different class of immigrants or field labourers was re-
quired for the plantations of Guyana. Though the European
immigrants do not come to our agrarian establishments as the
substitute of our servile element, yet some who come to the
Colony bring with them, notwithstanding, a certain value.
They and their descendants have created an important popu-
lation and given value to lands which before were worthless.
2. “Give me my heart’s desire in Coolies” (said Anthony
Trollope) “ and I will make you a million hogsheads of sugar
without stirring from the Colony.” Indian and Chinese
Coolies were the only class of people or immigrants that could
suit as agricultural labourers and as settlers, and meet the
requirements of the wealthy owners of sugar plantations in
the Colony. Though the importation or introduction of these
labourers from the distant East is very expensive on account
of the means of communication, yet these Coolies or labourers
alone have been the salvation of the Colony, and to them we
are indebted for its present prosperous condition. What we
now want is jree labour,—the introduction of free settlers into
the Colony. The fear on the part of the planters has been
that the labourers would be drawn away from the sugar estates.
“Of course it is very desirable that a large amount having
been expended on the introduction of immigrants, [Coolies,)
and much expense incurred during the period of their acelima-
tization, the planters should have the benefit of their labour
H2
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when they are well seasoned and in prime working condition.
But this is no part of the bargain. They serve the time for
which they are indentured, and after that they are free to go
where they choose. It is a well-known fact that they often
shift from one estate to another before the period of their
indentureship expires; they commute for the remainder of
their term of service frequently. No one complains of this,
because it is a recognized practice. Then why should it be a
grievance if they go to settle up the rivers [or anywhere else
in the Colony]? Will the estates be denuded of labourers by
their departure? By no means.” As I shall have occasion to
refer to this subject again, I shall stop here.

3. The Portuguese from Madeira were the first immigrant
labourers, who arrived in British Guyana in the years 1843
and 1844. They arc unmistakably a hard-working people,
and by their industry and thriftiness have raised themselves
to affluence. « Quem trabalha tem alfaia,” «“ He that works has
furniture,” is their daily motto. Many, yea, nearly all of them,
have become within these few years rich merchants, shop
keepers, tavern keepers, proprietors of cattle farms, plantain
estates, &c. Yeu they are looked upon as enemies, more than
rivals, despised and taunted with the appellation of “whife
nigger” by the Negro population of the Colony. The fact that
the Madeirans, in a strange land, and among a people speaking
a strange language, have managed to get so large a share of
the retail trade of the Colony into their hands certainly indi-
cates that they are peculiarly adapted or fitted for this kind of
employment, and hence the hundreds of Portuguese retail
shops in the country. But how did they become possessed of
these shops, the well-kept plantain farms, and cattle farms,
and other handsome and large residences in the city of George-
town, and the extensive stores in Water Street, and the well-
stocked liquor shops in almost every corner of the streets of
the city ? By the sweat of their brow, by genuine hard work,
perseverance, energy of mind, thrift, and an unswerving de-
termination to rise from the position of common labourers.
Thousands of our Creole labourers get their wages weekly or
monthly, and spend their money from day to day as their
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wants require to be supplied. They live, to use a familiar
expression, from hand to mouth, and in this respect are like
some thousands of our fellow men in England and other
countries. But the Portuguese work, save, and start afresh in
business,—in opening shops in different places, which are not
only a great convenience, but an absolute necessity. And
therefore it is absurd and childish to blame the Portuguese
for their success in trading, and those natives of the Colony
who wish to share in that success will act more wisely if they
try and find out what commercial qualities in the Portuguese
have enabled them to achieve their success, in spite of the dis-
advantages inseparable from their position as foreigners. And
then on finding out what has led to the prosperity of the
Portuguese, let them iry and imilate them, wherever they are
worthy of imitation. The retail trade of the Colony is open to
all inclined to embark in it. Anybody is free to try it, and
we should be glad to see a goodly number of Creoles fairly
competing with Madeirans in this now extensive and im-
portant branch of our colonial traffic. The Portuguese may
now be more expert in this sort of thing than the Creoles, but
the latter, if they choose to go at it with a will, might in due
time become equally clever and successful at buying and sell-
ing. At any rate it is only by a fair competition of this sort,
in which the Portuguese are met on their own ground, so to
speak, that the natives of the Colony can attain to the position
the Portuguese now occupy. Certainly it will not be done by
talking nonsense on the subject, or by mere talking at all ; much
less by anything like illegal and unchristian acts of violence,
which can only bring punishment and disgrace upon those
who are foolish and wicked enough to perpetrate them.” The
Portuguese have certainly not only made British Guyana a
SecoND HoME, a SECOND MADEIRA, but they have also by
dint of perseverance made a name for themselves, and now
realize the truthfulness of their favourite proverb, « Cobra boa
Jama, ¢ deita-te a dormir:” When your name is up, you may
lie in bed till noon.

4. Not many years ago there was a retail shop opened by a
Creole, a Mr. J. O——, at the corner of Smyth and D'Urban
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Streets, and another shop a little higher up in D'Urban Street,
kept by a Mr. W These two shops, owned by two
respectable black men, were an eyesore to the people in the
neighbourhood, and were scarcely or never patronized by their
fellow Creoles. And when these two shops in turn were
visited by the black people, it was with the intention of ruin-
ing the owners. Articles from the shops were certainly taken,
but never paid for, and the poor men had consequently to
close their shops.® In some instances, no sooner a small
retail shop is opened than the owner fancies himself a great
merchant, and lives, or rather tries to live, like the rest of the
well-established merchants, and hence he is not able to meet
his creditors, who trust him with goods, &c. He lives beyond
his income, and dishonestly spends the money which does not
belong to him, and hence he cannot succeed in business, and
be able to compete with his fellow-townsman, the Portuguese
retail shopkeeper. He necessarily fails in business, and the
short-lived shop is closed for ever. Among the Creole black

* Twenty-six years ago a gentleman happened to be in a Por-
tuguese shop, when he overheard the following conversation :—

Black Man.—* Wha make awe' blackman no keep shop ? Because
awe no able foo make money like them Portogee fella.”

Portuguese Shopman.—* 'l tell you why ; when Portuguese makes
nine dollars, he spends six and puts by three ; but when black man
makes nine dollars, he spends eighteen.”

Black Man (laughing).—* How you make da out? Hil hil hi!
Yaw! yaw! yaw!"

Portuguese Shopman.—* Why, this way : when black man makes
nine dollars, he spends it, and gets into debt for nine more ; and
the latter nine dollars he never pays.”

Black Man (losing his temper) “ No, buddy! me! Take you
money, an gie me two bottle a rum. Mine! tranga one, yay.”

The above is almost word for word what he heard ; and as he was
then in a house of business in Georgetown, the substance of this
conversation was quite correct. One of these black shop-owners,
having an account of $200, would pay in $100, and run up new
accounts of $150 or $200, which, with the old balance, would be a
debt of $250 or $300. The upshot was, of course, these black
shop-owners failed ; and in looking over their books, if they kept
any at all, the amount of book debis irrecoverable was awful ; and
especially with the shop-owners’ relations, who, as a matter of fact,
kept a running account on the Dr. but never any on the Cr. side of
the books.— Etracted from the * Colonist™ of November 25, 1881,
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people there is no placing confidence in each other, there is no
assisting each other, and there is no co-operation, which traits
of character we see exhibited by the Portuguese, East Indian,
and Chinese immigrants. The Portuguese are “a wide-awake ”
set of people in the Colony. Their only object seems to be to
make money by all fair or unjust means. They give them-
selves—men and women alike—little or no rest in this pursuit.
What a marked difference exists between them and the un-
ambitious Coolies, and what a difference, too, between them
and the Creole African! For instance, we place a Portuguese
and black together on a sugar estate, and furnish them with
the same description of work ; we take them both at the same
age, of course, say eighteen years. At the expiration of twelve
years we look them up, but where do we find them ¢ Look
amongst the plantain farmers, shopkeepers, or house and land
proprietors for the Portuguese; for the other, look amongst
the occupants of the common gaol or Massareeni. This is the
general run of the black labouring Creole population, though
there are exceptions, and they are very few indeed. Mr. Pharaoh
Chase (a Wesleyan), and Mr. James, of Golden Grove Village
on the East Sea Coast, have established village sugar factories
on a small scale, to enable them to manufacture their own
sugar. Another sugar mill has also been erected on the east
bank of the River Demerara, at Rome Village, by Mr. William
Parkinson, a Wesleyan Local Preacher and Class-leader.
These are honourable exceptions to the general rule.

6. The Coolies * were the next in order to be imported from
the East Indies to labour or toil in the open cane-fields, ex-
posed to the hot sun ; but as I shall have occasion to speak of
them more particularly in following sections, I shall make no
remarks at present.

6. Seventy years ago, H. Bolingbroke (author of 4 Poyage
lo the Demerary) wrote : “ The Chinese Colonists would form the
most valuable accession to our present stock of labourers
which could be introduced. . . . . Guyana is adapted to he

# For the derivation of the word ‘“Coolies” see Guyanian
I'ndians, page 48.
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the China of the West, and may be instructed by the nation,
who ought especially to be its model.” The Chinese, who are
an ubiquitous race, find themselves, like the English people,
in almost every part of the known world. Australia, Java,
California, Singapore, &c., &c., are all inhabited by them.
They were introduced into the Colony of British Guyana for
the first time in the year 1853. Although they ‘appear a
sturdy, lively, merry-hearted race,” yet ¢they are low in the
scale of moral advancement. They are ignorant, degraded
people, and filthy in their habits, but will improve under good
example and tuition. Their characters are reported to be
fierce, cowardly, and vindictive by those who have brought
them” (see Dr. Dalton’s History of British Guyana, in loco).
Although they are valuable as “settlers” in the Colony, the
experience of nearly all the planters concerning them has been
that they are “not suited for all sorts of work on a sugar
estate ; but the work which they will condescend to do, they
excel in, whatever it may be. As long as they undertake to
do it, they do it well; but I think” (says a writer in the
Culonist) “ that the principal cause of their abhorring and
refusing to do some descriptions of work on an estate lies in
the fact that there are so few of them on any estate, and being
the genegal favourites of the manager, they are upheld in their
caprices, and, like the only child, they are spoiled. I am of
opinion, however, that if there were many of them, the par-
ticular work which they take a fancy to would not be sufficient
for them all the year round, and I am inclined to believe that
they would then do that which they could get to do. They
are of an ambitious turn of mind ; and having a great love for
commerce, they would work hard so as to try and accumulate
funds by which they might be enabled to become—as a great
many of them have done already—makers of, and dealers in,
charcoal, and eventually to become respectable shopkeepers,
and even merchants.” We have in the Colony Chinese car-
penters, cabinet-makers, builders of houses, &c. The two
places of worship in the County of Demerara, one in George-
town, in connection with the Episcopal Church of England,
and the other at Peter’s Hall, in connection with the Plymouth
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Brethren, of which Mr. Lowe is the minister, were I believe
planned and built by the Chinese carpenters. The shops or
stores of Messrs. Wo Lee and Co., and others in Lombard
Street, are well fitted up and stocked with Chinese commo-
dities, all new and rare, and largely patronized by ladies and
gentlemen. The clerks, too, employed by these Chinese-
gentlemen merchants, are civil and obliging. The Chinese
merchant is generally a fat, roundfaced man, with an im-
portant and business-like look. He wears the same style of
clothing as the meanest Coolies, but of finer materials, and is
always clean and neat ; and his long tail, tipped with red silk,
hangs down to his heels. He is always good-natured ; and he
will show you everything he has, and does not seem to mind
if you buy nothing; but if you buy a few things of him, he
will speak to yon afterwards every time you pass his shop,
asking you to walk in and sit down, or take a cup of tea, with-
out milk and sugar, of course, which seems to be the China-*
man’s principal drink, morning, noon, and evening. The
Portuguese and Chinese are the only people in the Colony—
in the city especially—who keep barbers’ shops, and the latter
have plenty to do, shaving heads and cleaning ears ; for which
latter operation they have a great array of little tweezers,
pricks, and brushes. Not many months ago, there was a
rumour to the effect that the Chinese merchants in Demerara
and Berbice intended forming a company, and then chartering
a steamer, not only to import Chinese articles, but to bring
out Chinese as “free settlers” to the Colony. I sincerely
hope that though Chinese immigration, like the East Indian
immigration, may be a costly one, steps will yet be taken once
more to import Chinese Coolies into our midst ; I have never
yet seen any successful private attempt at immigration or colo-
nization. All such promoters have been compelled after all to
petition the local Governments for help. It is only within the
last year or two that agitation on the subject of Chinese immi-
gration can be said to have ceased. When two vessels arrived
with a complement of labourers in 1853, the planters were not
long in finding out the superior qualities of the new arrivals.
Diplomatic difficulties interfered with the inauguration of a



106 CHAPTER VI.

system under Government supervision until 1859; and in
1866 the Convention between the Chinese Government and
the French and British representatives at Pekin brought about
its sudden suspension. One of the stipulations in this Treaty
was, that the immigrants should be entitled to back passage
on the expiration of their indenture ; and as the introduction
of each individual had cost the revenue something like £24, it
was found that the Colony could not bear the imposition of
such a heavy obligation. Ultimately it was arranged that
instead of back passage each imwmigrant should be entitled to
$50 at the end of five years’ servitude ; but Chinese immigra-
tion has never regained a permanent footing, the last arrival
being a ship from Canton with 388 of all classes and condi-
tions. Investigation made in 1875, with a view of reopening
agencies, showed that 2,000 emigrants were leaving Amoy per
month, and that during the seven years preceding 153,000
had left Swatow, while in the same period 260,000—or some-
thing like the entire population of British Guyana—left Hong
Kong to seek a home elsewhere.

7. In 1864 Mr. O-Tye-Kim (a gentleman of Chinese extrac-
tion) from Singapore, connected with the Plynmouth Brethren,
came to the Colony with a view to preach the Gospel to his
countrymen. Many still perhaps in the City of Georgetown
will remember the faithful and stirring address he delivered in
the “ Old Colony House” in High Street, now pulled down to
make room for a very handsome building in course of erection
to be called “The Law Courts.” Mr. O-Tye-Kim was a very
useful man, and an earnest preacher of the Gospel, and did
much good among his countrymen ! He afterwards rejoined
the Episcopal Church of England, and received the assistance
he required from the Bishop of the Diocese (the Right
Reverend W. P. Austin, D.D.). Early in February, 1865, he
petitioned the Governor (Francis Hincks, Esquire) and the
Honourable Court of Policy to grant him a tract of land on
the Camoounie Creek, which falls into the Demerara River
immediately below Plantation Glasgow, and vote him the loan
of 1,500 dollars, to enable him to form a settlement of free
Christian Chinese. Though the petition was at first opposed
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by several men of the Honourable Court, Governor Hincks,
““who perhaps had at first given his countenance to it, or
whatever else may have been the motive power,” was deter-
mined to carry out Mr. O-Tye-Kim's scheme. When the
subject was again introduced in the Court, *the obstructive
members succumbed,” and the prayer of Mr. O-Tye-Kim's peti-
tion was granted. This infant or newly formed Chinese settle-
ment up the Demerara River was in the latter part of Feb-
ruary, 1865, visited by the Governor, and Admiral HoPE who
was on a visit to the Colony, and on the suggestion of the
Magistrate of the city it was named * Hopetown.” It became
a flourishing settlement under the energetic and plucky man-
ager, O-Tye-Kim. He performed in person the different duties
of preacher, surveyor, storekecper, and general manager. It
was, however, a great blow to the new settlers when unexpect-
edly he disappeared from the Colony.

8. When in the year 1861 the Rev. Dr. Lobschild, a
Prussian Missionary, paid a visit to the Colony “with the
object of inquiring into the condition of the Chinese in the
land of their adoption, and of making suggestions to the
authorities where he saw that something might be done for
their amelioration, Dr. Lobschild was so much struck with
the desirability of British Guyana for Chinese settlers that he
advocated the establishment of village communities, up the
rivers, in favourable localities.” The Chinese, though they
love their native land, and strongly desire at their death to be
buried there, are yet a people who make themselves as happy
and comfortable in foreign lands as in their own country. In
this and other respects they are very unlike the East Indian
Coolies. There is greater likelihood of the Chinese immigrant
Coolies permanently settling in the Colony than the East
Indian Coolies. It was a great mistake at the very outset for
the interested parties—the proprietors of estates and other
planters in the Colony—to arrange with the Indian Government
to give the imported Coolies a return or free passage back to
their native land. It is this return passage that is in the way
of our Indian Coolies settling in the Colony. The Chinese
never had such privileges allowed them, and hence we have



108 CHAPTER VI.

nearly all who have come to the Colony. A few, of course,
have left at their own expense, and some others have died ;
still we have a large number of them in the City and
other parts of the Colony. Chinese settlements will be far
more preferable and advantageous than the Indian Coolie settle-
ments. At least, I have been told so by those who have had a
great deal to do with them.

9. It is very unfortunate to the Colony that we have no
more Chinese Coolies imported from the * Celestial Empire.”
Referring to this subject, the editor of the Royal Gazetle, in his
publication of January 1st, 1870, observed :—

¢ With regard to Chinese immigration, the more one reflects
on the difficulties thrown in our way in procuring people, the
more room is there for surprise when it is found that Chinese
emigrate in large numbers to other countries. In California
alone there are one hundred thousand, and they are said to be
extremely industrious, tidy, saving, and civil; there are in
San Francisco some three or four hundred Chinese stores, and
the large body of people are engaged in all kinds of trades and
callings down to those of cook and washer. It may be that
the great majority, if not all, of these people are voluntary
immigrants, paying their own passage, or having it paid for
them by friends or persons on whose aid they can rely ; but we
find also that Chinese are imported into Peru, Cuba, and other
laces under contracts of service, and in no instance has it
n stated, so far as we are aware, that there was attached to
the emigration any condition or stipulation with regard to a
return passage, such as the Chinese Government would now
insist upon in respect to the people emigrating to this Colony.
When the Pacific Railway was in course of construction, a
Dutchman supplied the Company with not three or four or ten
hundred Chinamen, but thirty thousand, and, from all that ap-
to the contrary, they must have been procured under a
Kbour-contract of some kind. It is stated further that the
same enterprising gentleman has started a scheme for supply-
ing planters in the Southern States of America with 100,000
labourers annually. If the truth were known, it would, we
feel confident, be found that the emigration of the 30,000 was
without any stipulation about a back passage, and that should
Mr. Schaap succeed in his gigantic scheme of emigration, it
will also be free of any such condition. It has occurred to us,
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alt.hm:ﬁh possibly there may be no foundation for the supposi-
tion, that too much delicacy and consideration is exhibitego by
our Government in dealing with that of China, and that some-
thing like timidity on our part encourages them in being much
more exacting than would be the case if we showed a bolder front.
There has been recently some fresh communication between
the two Governments on the subject of emigration, and there
is reason to hope that more favourable terms have been or
amblljkely to be obtained, but the result has not yet been made
public.”

We are now in A.D. 1882, and yet there is no sign or likeli-
hood of the ‘“Celestials” finding their way to the “land of
mud,” to the land flowing with sugar, rum, and molasses.

10. The Government of the “ Celestial Empire ” very justly
put an end to further exportations of labourers to the island
of Cuba, because the Cuban Government, or rather the *“ Com-
panies” who imported Chinese Coolies, not only violated the
terms of contract entered into, but treated the Coolies most
tyrannically and most brutally. Peru did the same. But why
there should be any hesitancy, on the part of the Chinese
Government or other local authorities, to permit the Celestials
to emigrate to British Guyana, is a question that cannot be
satisfactorily answered. In British Guyana the Chinese and
all other nations enjoy equal privileges and are free subjects.
The Coolies, of course, so long as they are under indentureship
to an estate, are expected to remain there and do the
work expected of them ; but then they are not shut up in the
barracks or ranges in the evening and on Sundays; even
though indentured, they are allowed full liberty to visit their
friends in any part of the Colony, and in sickness every
possible kind attention is paid to them. The following
extracts from well-authenticated documents will give wmy
reader some idea of the ill-treatment and tyranny which the
Chinese Coolies have from time to time received and experi-
enced from the planters, masters of the estates, both in
Peru and Cuba, and at the same time give him some further
idea of what a slave’s life must have been years ago when
British Guyana was a slave-holding and slave-importing Colony.
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Times, indeed, have wonderfully changed. The extracts re-
ferred to are as follow.
A correspondent, dating from Lima recently, says :—

“ All classes have suffered from the war, but the Chinese,
whose lot has always been a hard one, have more reason to
complain than any one else. Slavery in the South was a plea-
sure in the majority of instances as compared with the suffer-
ings of the unfortunate Coolies on the sugar plantations of
Peru. Have the public abroad any idea of the life of a Coolie
on the majority of the plantations 3 He is aroused before day-
light, and turns out with his fellow prisoners to answer the
muster-roll.  Should he be lax in attending, two or three blows
are sure to fall to his lot. He is driven to the field or sugar-
house, as the case may be, and immediately set to work.
During the forenoon he is allowed half an hour to cook his
half pound of rice, his occasional piece of meat or fish, and
perhaps a scrap of vegetables. This apology for a meal over
e returns to his labour, which is vigilantly superintended by a
task-master. At dusk he is driven back to his pen, where he
eats what scrves as his second meal, and then to bed. A pound
of rice per day is the contract stipulation as a rule, and even
this quantity is not fairly distributed. The boundaries of the
estates are carefully watched to prevent men leaving them, and
at night time they are all locked up together in the ¢ galpones,’
as their prisons are termed. The lash is unsparingly used as
the punishment for the smallest peccadillo, and it is most
cruelly applied by the half-blooded Spanish Negroes, who evi-
dently enjoy their brutal task. Evasion is the most heinous
crime in the code of a plautation, ranking far higher than
murder. 1t is always severely punished, and the offender, if
carried back alive, which sometimes he is not, is kept con-
stantly ¢ on the chain’ This term is employed to describe a
man who has a ring of iron welded round one of his ankles,
to which is attached a long chain with a weight at the end.
Frequently, instead of this weight, the chain terminates in a
similar welded ring round the leg of another unfortunate.
Another plan is also becoming general, and a straight bar,
terminating in two rings, is welded on to the victim’s legs,
compelling him to move somewhat like a pair of living com-
passes. Sometimes an iron band is welded round the body,
with a chain running from it to a ring round the ankle. In
all cases constant and extreme suffering is entailed. The iron
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rings produce sores on the legs, and the poor wretches then
stuff rags or other soft substances in to alleviate the pain they
suffer from the wounds and the stinging of the insects which
swarm in the cane-fields. The tales of their sufferings, if fully
told, would attract sympathy the world over.

“ When passing through a plantation, I have had the bars of a
moveable gate taken down by a man who could not rise from
the ground, and who, on my questioning him, answered that
he had been so severely injured shortly before that he had lost
the use of the lower part of his body, and that, as the doctor
bad said he had only a few days to live, he had been carried
to this gateway to see that the bars were kept constantly in
position to prevent cattle straying through them. Death was
in the man's face while I spoke to him, yet from the manner
in which he spoke one could see he took this inhuman treat-
ment as a matter of course, and that long subjection had taught
him to believe that such a sentiment as human sympathy has
no existence. Another man I once saw have a penknife driven
repeatedly into his back between the blade bones while his
elbows were so tightly drawn together behind that his chest
bones appeared to be bursting through his skin. Only the
other day ten men who had been kidnapped in Lima and
carried to a plantation in the North attempted to effect their
escape. They were recaptured, carried back, treated most in-
humanly on the journey, and then laid on the ground and
flogged until their bodies bore little semblance to humanity ;
then, last and most degrading and disgusting cruelty of all, .
the overseers drove their heavy rowelled spurs into the bleeding
bodies, until to the gashes of the lash were added the spur-galls
which in civilized countries the law considers cruelty and
punishes as such when inflicted on animals.”

Extract from the Report of Consul Roosevelet, of Matanzas :

“The quarters of the Negroes and Chinese in Cuba are
usually a large stone house, forming a long parallelogram, with
one entrance. The interior is divided into two divisions, and
the rooms are situated on the four sides of a large yard. The
rooms open into this yard, and rarely have windows. One
division is for the males, and one for the females; but as
there is free communication between them there is practically
no separation of the sexes. The rooms adjoining the entrance
are usually large and well lighted, with a balcony or porch in
front. These are occupied by the ‘mayoral’ or driver, who
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is the controller and immediate governor of the labourers;
said driver assigns their tasks, adminisgers correction, &c.,
under instructions from the administrator. @ne day in the
week is given for rest and recreation, but not necessarily on
Sunday. The owners of adjoining estatee manage -among
themselves so that labourers of two plantations neveg are idle
on the same day. They object to free intermingling, in order
to prevent the intrigues, combinations, &c., which at one time
frequently culminated in insurrections.

““The recreations of the Negroes are fey and simple. They
dance, sleep, and sun themselves ; beyond this they have no
amusement. They are called to labour at five o’clock in the
morning, and have two intermissions during the day for meals;
at six o'clock in the evening they are back in the barracks
locked up for the night—a life of unceasing toil, unalleviated
by any domestic joys, without contact with the outer world :
no interest, ties, or thoughts beyond the confities of the
plantation, they plod on from childhood to death, and finally
are buried in some neglected spot to become the bogeys and

hosts of superstitious fancies. Their lot of late has, however,

n much ameliorated. The lash is practically abolished, and
the interest of the owners compels them to be more lenient and
less exacting. The total extinction of the slave trade has
taken away the only sources of supply of labour, and though hu-
manity be silent, selfishness produces a more careful preservation
of the only labour existing. In former years a slave could
readily treble his cost in five years, and as there was a constant
entry of Negroes, the planter could readily replenish his force.
It was cheaper to work the slave to the verge of death than to
preserve him carefully at a producing age. This is all past
now, and sad as may seem to be the condition of the Negro, it
is immeasurably better than some twenty years ago.”



GHAPTER VIL

OUR CHINESE COOLJE IMMIGRANTS, AND THE ABORIGINAL
INDIANS,

1. THE Chinese are a race of people who  have those habits
of body which can bear the exertions of industry between the
tropics ; and they have those habits of artificial society which
fit them for a variety of labours to which rude savages cannot
be brought to attend. Above all, they have a rational fore-
sight, and may be entrusted with the care of their own
maintenance, without danger of that heinous improvidence—
that careless alternation of intemperance and sloth—which
besets the African Negro who is his own master.” They are
persevering and enterprising in all they do or attempt.
They readily transport themselves from their country to dis-
tant foreign lands to seek their fortune. Give them but a fair
prospect of gain, and there is no part of the world to which
they will not travel. Like their rivals and fellow-Colonists,
the Portuguese, they ““are pre-eminently a people devoted to
money-making. The great object of their idolatry, practically,
is Mammon. They may strew flowers, burn pieces of gilt
paper, and bow themselves before their gods many and lords
many; but to Mammon they give their thoughts, their affec-
tions, and their labours.” They are not—like the great majority
of our East Indian Coolies, whose only garment is a long strip
of calico wound round the body—addicted to hoarding; but
spend their money when they have earned it, being very fond
of good living, and thus circulate the money in the Colony,
and keep the trade going. The habits of the Chinese in this
respect remind me of a class of Mysorians in Southern India
called “ Khaliauls,” who are very unlike the ordinary Coolies

1
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that we obtain from India. They work, and mean work ; they
have an esprit de corps; they are chosen men, well formed,
strong, and vigorous, and by proper management can be
worked almost as well as English workmen or labourers.
What they earn they spend in eating and clothing, and they
are great consumers of flesh, and hence their strength for
manual labour. They are not a people to hoard up the money
a8 our Coolies do in the Colony, but spend readily what they
have earned by the sweat of their brow. These Khaliauts
would form a very valuable accession to our present stock of
labourers, if they could only be obtained and introduced from
the Mysore territory.

2. Our Chinese Coolies or labourers—like their monosyllabic
language, which no foreigner can understand, or easily learn
or acquire—are a peculiar people, and their habits, customs,
&c., are also peculiar, Yet they are an interesting people, and
make good labourers. Men and women among them dress
alike : they wear a loose jacket and pair of trousers of blue
cotton. The men wreathe their pigtails round their head, and
wear hats of their own making. They may be called Topiwalla
or Topikarar in this respect. As a rule, our Chinese Coolies
are a notorious set of fowl-stealers. They are guilty of bare-
faced larcenies, wholesale perjury, &c. Their gambling and
opium-smoking propensities, and the establishments or dens
connected with them, which, unfortunately, are frequently
visited by the black people and others, are too well known to
need any description here. The Joss houges in which their
unholy rites are celebrated, in which, alas, the black Creoles—
to their shame be it said—take a part, are a blight, a stain
and a disgrace to the Christian land in which they live.
Though, in a moral point of view, the bodily presence of the
Chinese is not advantageous, yet they are unmistakably good
labourers.

3. China,—which is eleven times the size of the British
Isles, with twelve times the number of people,—whence our
¢ Celestials” have come to British Guyana, seems to be
referred to in Isaiah xlix. 12, where we have the expres-
gion, * These shall come from the land of Sinim.” Dr.
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W. Smith, in the third volume of his Dictionary of the Bible, p.
1328, referring to this country, remarks :— .
“There is no & priori improbability in the name of the Sin®
being known to the inhabitants of Western Asia in the
age of Isaiah; for though it is not mentioned by the Greek
geographers until the age of Ptolemy, it is certain that an in-
land commercial route connected the extreme east with the
west at a very early period, and that a traffic was maintained
on the frontier of China between the Sina and the Scythians,
in the manner still followed by the Chinese and the Russians
at Kiachta. If there was any name for these Chinese traders
who travelled westward, it would probably be that of the
Sine, whose town Thina* (another form of the Sine) was one
of the great emporiums in the western part of China, and is
represented by the modern Thsin or Tin in the province of
Schensi. The Sinm attained an independent position in
Western China as early as the eighth century B.c., and in
the third century B.C. established their sway under the dynasty
of Tsin over the whole of the empire. Ti:e Rabbinical name
for China, T'sin, as well as ‘ China’ itself, was derived from this
dynasty.” :

The name of the country in its plural Hebrew form means
“ bushes,” *woods,” &c., and hence erels sinim, the land of
bushes, the land of woods, &c., where several of the Jews—
the descendants of the fen lost tribes— are supposed to be found.

4. It is this passage in Isaiah (xlix. 12) which has led
many persons to suppose that the lost ¢en tribes of Israel had
found a home in China—*‘the Celestial Empire.” It is a
well-known fact that the Jews are a Shemitic race, and Dr.
Hales (quoted by Dr. A. Clarke in his Commentary) has given
the Chinese—at least those occupying the eastern part of
China—a Shemitic origin. The Rev. Joseph Wolf, in his
Journals, written between the years 1831 and 1834, according

* The Periplus says, * Beyond the Khreuse lies a city called Thina,
not cn the coast but inland, from which both raw and manufactured
silk are brought by land, then down the Ganges, and from thence
by sea to Mua%abar. ' Ceylon (Sielediba or Taprobane), * one of the
most ancient of emporiums for silk ’ brought or introduced there,
appears to have been known to the Chinese at a very early period.

12
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to Rev. Dr. W. H. Poole, affirms as an undeniable fact that the
lost tribes of Israel are all found in China. And if the theory
advanced by others be {rue, viz., that the Continent of America
was peopled from China in very early times, the lost tribes of
Israel must e found among the Aboriginal Indians whom we
daily meet with. Mrs. Dixon and other writers positively
assert that the Indians of America are the fen tribes who
were lost. It is a well-known fact also that wherever the
Jews are dispersed or in whatever country they may be found
they have preserved much of their own peculiar physiognomy,
and certain of their religious and ceremonial rites which we
see wanting in tho Chinese -immigrants and the Aboriginal
Indians we meet with, There are, however, some in the
Colony and elsewhere who go in heartily for the theory that
the British people—the Anglo-Saxons—and they alone, are
the Israelites of the lost ten tribes of the house of Israel : they
will be better able to deal with the subject than I am. At
the same time it is my firm belief and candid conviction that
America—probably the north part—received a colony of the
ubiquitous Chinese, but from what part it is impossible now for
any one to say ; but I do deny the assertion, too often made,
and the supposition, that all the American Indians belong to
the Chinese stock. The traits of resemblance, however
striking, in physiognomy, complexion, &c., between the *Celes-
tials” (Chinese) and (to coin another word of similar formation)
the ¢Terrestrials” (the Indians) are, to use the expression
of the Rev. J. Talboys Wheeler, on this very subject of
identity between these two nations, “the mere effect of
chance.”

5. Other writers (equally learned as Hales, Wolf, &c.)
have ascribed a very different origin to the Chinese, which
Professor Max Miiller has endorsed. The Chinese, according
to later writers, do not belong to the Shemitic but to the
Yellow Race, called the Mongol Kace, of the Turanian type. All
the members of this race, however, do not exhibit these dis-
tinct features. Some of their characteristics would seem to
identify them with the Caucasian Group. Speaking of the
formation of the skull of the Chinese and the Aboriginal
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Indians of America, Humboldt says: ¢The skulls of the
American tribes display the same broad and pyramidal form
a8 the heads of the Turanian nations. Travellers have been
struck with the general resemblance which certainly subsists
between these two departments of mankind. What we have
been stating as to the exterior form of the indigenous Ameri-
cans confirms the accounts of other travellers, as to a striking
analogy between the Mongol and the American. Thisanalogy
is particularly evident in the colour of the skin and hair, in
the defective beard, high cheek bones, and in the direction of
the eyes. We cannot refuse to admit that the human species
does not contain races resembling one another more than the
Americans, Mongols, Mantchoux, and Malay.” This is a
weighty statement, certainly ; and it would appear from it that
the Aboriginal Indians are the offshoots or descendants of the
Mongolian Chinese who now live in our midst as our fellow
Colonists. That there is a striking similarity between the
two I admit, especially in the features and beardlessness,
though several Chinese and Indians have beards and hair on
their face ; only they will not let them grow.

6. «“ The colour of the skin,” according to Humboldt and
some others, is certainly a very convenient characteristic to
fix upon in order to identify the various races, but it cannot
always be depended upon, since the shades of colour merge
into one another. Though the American Indians may be of
light-coloured skin, yet it is a well-ascertained fact that these
very Indians (Red Indians, as they have been frequently but
incorrectly called) often have dark brown or almost black
skins like many Coolies from the East Indies. The white or
Caucasian race are often very darkly tinted. Arabs are often
of a brown colour, which nearly approaches black, and so are
a large majority of the natives of Hindustan, and yet they
belong to the Caucasian or Shemitic type or race. The Abys-
sinians, although very brown, are not black. Among the
members of the white in northern latitudes, especially women,
the skin has often a yellowish tint. About the hair, the
skull, &c., referred to by the learned Humboldt, Dr. Luthardt
(in his Fundamental Truths of Christianity) observes :—
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¢ The differences of these varieties of the one human race are
but of an external kind. They relate only to the hair, the
colour of the skin, and the form of the skull; and these are
mere externals, which circumstances might alter, and which
they can be proved to have done. /#kat a difference there s, for
example, in outward appearance between the modern and the ancient
fair-haired Germans ! The modern Magyars, too, are as different
as possible from their ancestors the ancient Huns, who have been
depicted o us as so frightful, that we may well suppose the present
Magyars to have mo resemblance o them. [The italics are mine.]
It is only in some remote parts of Hungary that one meets .
with the ugliness which was peculiar to the Huns. It is
besides a fact that civilization alters even the bodily structure.
Intellectual improvement produces corporeal improvement, as,
on the other hand, man may degenerate even in his bodily struc-
ture [as, alas, is evinced by the Aboriginal Indians]. Nor has
climate less effect upon man than upon the domestic animals.
With all thisis connected the fact that no characteristic of any
single race, is either essential to that race or exclusively its
own, but that the transitions are fleeting, and contrasts only
reached by means of intermediate degrees. Neither a definite
form of skull and pelvis, nor the colour of the hair and eyes,
nor any other specific characteristic, belongs exclusively to any
single race ; in which, in one and the same nation, the greatest
difference as often exists. The German male skull differs from
the female in magnitude (100-79 in horizontal circumference,
and 100-90 in the size of the cavity and weight of the brain),
and still more in its typical distinction, in a far tireat.er degree
than the skulls of different races do from each other.”

Just as the modern population of Rome do not absolufely
reproduce the features of the ancient Latin races, and just as
the modern descendants of the old inhabitants of Germany
have undergone ‘many modifications, which would render it
difficult at the present day to find in the greater portion of
that country general characteristics based upon the structure
of the head, hair, &c., so I believe the Aborigines of America,
in like manner, have considerably undergone many modifications
in their features, structure of the head, &c., so as apparently
to lose all traces of their identity with the natives of Hindu-
stan. ‘“The defective beard” or beardlessness among the
Mongolian Chinese and the Aboriginal Indians is remarkable
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indeed, but why hair does not grow on their faces I cannot
tell. Perhaps the climate and manner of living have some-
thing to do with it. The Malays occupying the Indian
Archipelago, who are closely connected with the Indo-Chinese,
have no beard or hair at all growing on their faces, and their
breasts and limbs also are destitute of hair ; but the Javanese
(among whom the Brahmanical religion flourished from an
epoch of unknown antiquity till about the year 1478, when
that of Muhamad superseded it, and who possess a civilization,
a history, and antiquities of their own, of great interest), be-
longing to the same family, have a glossy black moustache. The
Slavonian family, in their features recalling the Caucasian
type, have also a defective beard. The Cingalese—who are
not a Mongolian race—have in like manner very little or no
hair at all on their faces. Hundreds of the black people seen
in the city of Georgetown, and the Colony in general, have
scarcely any hair at all on their faces. Even in Europe there
are many who are smooth-faced, with scarcely any hair on
their faces or chins, The broad and pyramidal form of
structure of the heads of several of the Indian tribes is
simply perhaps owing to the artificial and cruel means
employed when they are infants to flatten and elongate the
head, a fact which has been proved by some travellers.

7. To what I have stated in the above paragraphs I may
further add, that there are anthropologists who have spent a
great deal of their time in trying to discover the real origin of
the Indians of America, but up to the present their studies
have led to no satisfactory result. They will not, however,
bring their minds to believe that the Indians of America as a
whole nation have any connection or relationship whatever
with the yellow or Mongolian race, the Chinese. From all I
have said on the subject, the reader will perceive that learned
men, men of science, are divided in their opinions. However,
it is my firm conviction (and I may be wrong in it) that all the
Aboriginal Indians inhabiting the Guyanas have had very little
or nothing whatever to do with the Chinese, who belong to
the Turanian or Mongolian race. I believe that they are the
descendants of the Hindus and Malays, or Indo-Malayan race
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from the Indian Archipelago, to the south and south-east of
Hindustan and Ceylon. The likeness or resemblance in
features between the Chinese and Indians is striking indeed
at first sight, but on close or careful examination a difference
is discernible. I have myself frequently seen on the different
sugar estates in the Colony, and in the City of Georgetown
also, Coolies come from some parts of Northern Hindustan,
with features resembling the Chinese, and who could very
easily pass for Chinese, but who have no Chinese blood rufining
in their veins. Should these Chinese-looking Hindu Coolies
of Northern India contract marriages with the “ Bokeens,” I
am positive their offspring or children would resemble very
‘much the “ Bok ” children, and show a kind of family likeness
between the two nations,

8. The following description of the Indo-Malayans exactly
corresponds with the character and description of the
Aborigines of the Guyanas :—‘The colour of all these varied
tribes [of the Indo-Malay] is of light reddish brown, with more
or less of an olive tinge, not varying in any important degree
over an extent of country as large as all Southern Europe.
The hair is equally constant, being invariably black and
straight, and of a rather coarse .texture, so that any lighter
tint, or any wave or curl in it, is almost certain proof of the
admixture of some foreign blood. The face is nearly destitute
of beard, and the breast and limbs are free from hair. The
stature is tolerably equal, and is always considerably below that
of the average European ; the body is robust, the breast well
developed, the feet small, thick, and short, the hands small and
rather delicate. The face is a little broad and inclined to be
flat ; the forehead is rather rounded, the brows low, the eyes
black, and very slightly oblique ; the nose is rather small, not
prominent, but straight and well shaped, the apex a little
rounded, the nostrils broad and slightly exposed ; the cheek-
bones are rather prominent, the mouth large, the lips broad
and well cut, but not protruding, the chin round and well
formed. . . . On the whole the Malays are certainly not hand-
some. In youth, however, they are often very good-looking,
and many of the boys and girls up to twelve or fifteen years
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of age are very pleasing, and some have countenances which
are in their way almost perfect. 1 am inclined to think they
lose much of their good looks by bad habits and irregular
living. . . . Their lives are often passed in alternate starvation
and feasting, idleness and excessive labour, and this naturally
produces premature old age and harshness oftentimes. In
character the Malay is impassive. He exhibits reserve, dif-
fidence, and even bashfulness, which is in some degree at-
tractive, and leads the observer to think that the ferocious
and bloodthirsty character imputed to the race must be grosely
exaggerated. He is not demonstrative. His feelings of sur-
prise, admiration, or fear, are never openly manifested, and are
probably not strongly felt. He is slow and deliberate in
speech, and circuitous in introducing the subject he has come
expressly to discuss. These are the main features of his moral
nature, and exhibit themselves in every action of his life,
Children and women are timid, and scream and run at the
unexpected sight of a European. In the company of men they
are silent, and are generally quiet and obedient. When alone,
the Malay is taciturn; he neither talks nor sings to himself.
When several are paddling a canoe, they occasionally chant
a monotonous and plaintive song. He is cautious of giving
offence to his equals. He does not quarrel easily about
money matters, dislikes asking too frequently even for pay-
ment of his just debts, and will often give them up altogether
rather than quarrel with his debtor. Practical joking is
utterly repugnant to his disposition, for he is particularly
sensitive to breaches of etiquette, or any interference with the
personal liberty of himself or another. As an example, I may
mention that T have often found it very difficult to get one Malay
servant to waken another. He will call as loud as he can,
but will hardly touch, much less shake his comrade. I have
frequently had to waken a hard sleeper myself when on a
land or sea journey. ... The Malays are almost invariably
kind and gentle, hardly ever interfering at all with their chil-
dren’s pursuits and amusements, and giving them perfect
liberty at whatever age they wish to claim it. But these very
peaceful relations between parents and children are no doubt
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in a great measure due to the listless and apathetic character
of the race, which never leads the younger members into
serious opposition to the elders.” The writer (A. R. Wallace)
from whose writings I have given this extract has uncon-
sciously been describing the manners, habits, &c., of the
Aborigines of the South American Continent, and this de-
scription cannot be applied to the Mongolian Chinese in any
sense or shape whatever. As I have already stated in this
chapter and elsewhere, I believe ‘¢ that whatever may be
the difference of opinions among the learned, and whatever
physiological and craniological differences may exist between
the American Indians and the Asiatics, there is mnot the
slightest doubt that the Continent of America—North and
South—was peopled from Asia in general, and Hindustan
and the Indian or Indo-Malayan Archipelago in particular,”
and not altogether from the Celestial Empire. The Malayan
race as a whole (says the above writer) undoubtedly very
closely resembles the East Asian populations, from Siam to
Mandchouria. I was much struck with this when in the
Island of Bali I saw Chinese traders who had adopted the
costume of that country, and who could then hardly be dis-
tinguished from Malays; and, on the other hand, I have seen
natives of Java who, as far as physiognomy was concerned,
would pass very well for Chinese.

In my Guyanian Indians (section ii.) I have pointed out that
the Hindu merchants in very ancient times sailed westward,
&c., and that the ancient Hindus were an enterprising
people, always on the move, migrating or voyaging to distant
countries. Marine insurances are mentioned in the Laws or
Institutes of Manu (the Moses of India), and Professor Wilson
was of opinion there was commerce by sea between India and
China at a very early date, the navigators being Hindus. The
earliest intimation we have of an overland trade is found in
Pliny’s account of the embassy from Ceylon to Rome. Just
as the Hindus found their way to other distant countrics
from their home, so there is no doubt they found their way also
to the American Continent; hence their descendants the
Aboriginal Indians.
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9. Francis Newman has fully proved the Shemitic character
of the Berber dialects, which are spoken in many varieties all
over the northern coast of Africa, from Egypt to the Atlantic
Ocean, wherever they have not been supplanted by the
language of the conquering Arabs. In ancient times the
Shemitic family of the Peninsula of Arabia sent one Colony
into Africa, where the ancient Shemitic language has main-
tained itself up to the present day. This is the Ethiopic or
Abyssinian language, commonly called by the people the Gees
language. With the language other practices, and customs,
and ideas, &c., have found their way. In like wmanner the
Malays have for several centuries been influenced by Hindus
from the southern portion of India, Chinese, and Arabic immi-
gration. The Rev. John Trapp (one of the earliest English
commentators on the Bible) says: “ Joktan, the grandson of
Eber (great grandson of Shem), with his sons, were seated
in the East Indies, but, having fallen from Eber's faith to
heathenism, they are written in the dust: there is little
mention made of them in the Scriptures.” Wherever we see
a striking similarity of things in general, in manners, customs,
practices, habits, &c., there evidently the Shemitic element
has been at work. The Indians of Guyana in all these matters
are more like the natives of Hindustan than the Chinese we
have in our midst. If the reader is of an inquiring mind, I
would advise him to study the different races in the Colony
by whom we are surrounded, and he will find that there exists
a greater similarity between the Indians and Hindu Coolies
in hundreds of instances, than between the Indians and the
Chinese.*

10. T think I have, considering my limited space, said
enough on this dry and yet not uninteresting subject. It
matters very little to what race the Chinese Coolies or immi-
grants belong. They come to the Colony of British Guyana
from the Celestial Empire, where fans, parasols, pipes, snuff-
boxes, purses, and other curiously worked nicknacks are

* On this subject read my Origin of the Guyanian Indians
Ascertained, dc.
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made. They are indeed an ingenious people. They have
their defects or faults, like any other nation in the world.
“Gambling, which paralyses labour,” says M. de Bourboulon,
‘“is one of the prevalent causes of their pauperism, but there
is another and more disastrous—dissipation. The thin varnish
of decency and restraint with which Chinese society [in China]
is covered conceals a widespread corruption. Public morality
is only a mask worn above a deep depravity surpassing all
that is told in ancient history, and all that is known of the
dissipated habits of the Persians and Hindus of our own
day.” In British Guyana between the black Creoles and
Chinese there has existed a strong, bitter, prejudicial feeling
towards each other, and so far as I have been able to ascer-
tain there is no likelihood of a Chinaman ever marrying a
black woman, or a black man ever marrying a Chinese woman.
A similar feeling exists among the East Indian Coolies also
towards the black race. Of course I do not refer to isolated
cases of such marriages which have taken place in the Colony,
nor do I refer to the illicit intercourse between the Chinese,
East Indian immigrants, and black women: but I speak of
the immigrants as a whole. Whatever may be the faults of
the Chinese, and however depraved and superstitious, they
are undoubtedly an industrious race, and from them many
a good lesson may be learnt by the labouring Creole popula-
tion, and others, too, who lay claim to respectability.

11. The language spoken by these people is very unlike the
Indian and the other languages spoken in the Colony. The
language is made up of monosyllabic words, and is not alpha-
betical like the English or many other European or Indian
languages. The language itself is the alphabet, and consists
of tens of thousands of what for convenience’ sake may be
termed letters, and each such letter is a word, an idea, or the
name of a thing. Right spelling in the Chinese language
does not consist in the right selection and order of letters (so
to speak) in the word, but in the right sequence of the strokes
and dots (which are the only substitute for an alphabet) in the
word. A knowledge of three or four thousand of such letters
or words is sufficient for the reading of most books in that
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language, and to be able to read fluently the Chinese Bible or
the Confucian Books, a knowledge of some 5,000 or 6,000 of
them is necessary ; some composed of fifteen or twenty strokes
and dots, some again so nearly alike that it wants a practiged
eye to distinguish them. The pronunciation of the characters
is difficult to foreigners, from the fact that certain tones of
voice, and, in many cases, certain aspirated or guttural modula-
tions, are necessary to be carefully observed. The characters now
in common use among the Chinese are called the Li and Kias,
which were invented some 2,000 years ago by two officers in the
court of Ts'in Sze-hwang, the first absolute Emperor of China.
A different one again, of a stiffer style, called Sung character,
iuvented about 1,000 years ago, is used sometimes in printing.
The printed or written language is intelligible to educated
Chinese in all parts of the Empire, just as the numerals 1, 2,
8, 4,5,6, 7 8, 9, 0, are understood over all Europe ; while
the spoken language has many dialects, often differing widely
from each other, so that men living in different prefectures of
the same province are oftentimes unable to understand each
other, unless they have made their dialects a particular study,
just as the numerals above referred to are pronounced differ-
ently in different European countries. Many of the Chinese
characters or words, when pronounced according to the book
or classical style, are different from the pronunciation given
by the people in conversation : e.g., the character for * voice,”
according to the classical style, is called s-i-ng, but it becomes
si-a-n-g in the dialect of the people. Dr. A. Clarke, Samuel
Shuckford, and some others have supposed the Chinese to be
the first original language, referred to in Genesis xi. 1. The
Hebrew,—the lingua sancta, called also the Jews' language,—in
which the Scriptures of the Old Testament were written, is
supposed to be so by some others. But recent philological
researches have rendered it all but certain that the Hebrew
or the Chinese was not the original language. The Sanskrit
is supposed by many very able scholars to possess that honour.
Whatever may be the opinions of learned men about the
primitive or first language spoken in the world, China seems to
be the only country or land in which primary instruction is
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most widely spread. Schools are found even in the smallest
hamlets, whose rustics deprive themselves of some of their
gains in order to pay a schoolmaster. It is very seldom or
rarely you meet with an entirely uneducated Chinese even in
British Guyana. They are emphatically an educated race of
people.

12. In almost every respect the Chinese are superior to East
Indians, either as field-labourers or free Colonists. In 1875
several influential merchants of Georgetown submitted a
petition to the Combined Court, praying that efforts might be
directed towards the resumption of emigration from China,
and setting forth the fact that, in contradistinction to East
Indians, the Chinese were excellent disbursers as well as
earners of money. They are more prolific as a race than any
other nationality in British Guyana. If the Settlement on the
Camoonie Creek can be accepted as a test of national industry,
there cannot be a doubt that the introduction of free
immigrants, leaving them to the freedom of their own will so
long as they do not seek to leave the Colony, would soon pay
for itself. Whatever view may be taken, it is certain that
internal competition from the tea districts of India itself,
coupled with plentiful harvests and increasing national pros-
perity, will soon force the question of labour supply upon the
earnest attention of the Legislature; and it is to be hoped
that some satisfactory solution will be effected.



CHAPTER VIIIL
OUR INDIAN COOLIE IMMIGRANTS.

1. INDIA, as a country where field or agricultural Coolies in
abundance could be easily procured, being long known to the
planters and proprietors of the different sugar estates in the
Colony, they, as a matter of actual necessity and compulsion,
were driven to direct their attention to that country for
labourers. The apprenticeship system of the slaves in the
Colony, previous to their unconditional freedom or emancipation,
served its purpose for a time, according to the desire and notion
of the planters, but after their actual liberation from bondage
they showed signs of reluctance and unwillingness to do the *
same kind of work, and in the same manner, they were
accustomed to on the different estates. That they ought to

labour for their living they were perfectly aware, but the kind
- and mode of labour which they preferred the planters did not
.seem to relish. And because the black Creoles did not in
every case pursue agriculture on estates belonging to others,
and because also in many instances the liberated slaves did not
toil in the way and to that extent the planters desired, it
became indispensable to meet the requirements for labourers in
some other way, and from some other quarter. Hence the call,
the effort, and the appliances for East Indian labourers or
Coolies ; and hence also the thousands who are imported into
the Colony from year to year. The black labourer had been
offered employment on the different estates, upon his own
terms, which he readily accepted, but the planter soon found
to his loss that no dependence could be placed in him (the
labourer), because he would not work steadily. Was it then
strange that the planter should anxiously turn his attention
elsewhere for labourers, so that not only he, but the merchant,
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the professional man, the tradesman, ay, even the labourer,
might in the end derive advantage from an increase in the
population, and from the success attending the planting and
working the sugar estate? No one understood this scheme
better than the shrewd and intelligent Negro. Of what use
to him would have been his emancipation and civilization if it
consigned him to a nomad and vagrant life ; if the channels of
industry, commerce, and education thrown open to him were
to be again unavoidably closed; if, with the withdrawal of
capital and the extinction of agricultural and commercial
employment, the European race had been compelled to leave
these shores, the genius of British enterprise retiring dis-
heartened from an anticipated field of active employment ?
But ' immigration offered to fulfil every want, and India
especially was to be, and indeed has been, the salvation of sugar-
growing British Guyana. Not very long ago the Honourable
Wm. Russell, referring to Indian immigration, said that «it
. was a matter of almost life and death importance to the Colony.

If they (the planters) were shut out from India, they might as
well make arrangements to abandon the plantations.” How-
ever true this may be, no country or Colony can be considered
prosperous that entirely depends for its prosperity upon a flow
of foreign labour which may be stopped at any time. Though
the costly immigration from India may be all that could be
desired by those who are deeply and immediately interested in
its continuance, yet it is only a permanent, settled or fixed
resident agricultural population that could render the future
development of British Guyana certain.

2. There is in the Colony, I confess, too much sham or
spurious voluntaryism talked about by Christian ministers and
other benevolent persons : voluntary labour ; voluntary road
making and draining; voluntary sanitary works; voluntary
support of Christian ministers : all of which, alas, have proved
wretched failures. It is not voluntaryism we want, and it is
utterly useless to depend upon the people. We want in the
Colony universal compulsory education; compulsory labour ;
compulsory sanativeness ; compulsory cleansing of miasmatic
villages, filthy houses, filthy clothes, filthy bodies, filthy tongues ;
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and the correction of brutal manners. We want a strong, heavy-
handed compulsion to make us prepare the way so that our chil-
dren—if not we ourselves—shall take an honourable position
among the human inhabitants of the earth. To see a race of
people retrograding farther and farther from the ever forward
marchingranksof civilization, and destined, in consequence of the
backward course they are taking, to be wiped out of the ranks of
existence, merely for the want of the strong and severe helping
hand of the Government under whom they are gasping their
last breath of morals and life, is not only sorrowful—it is
outrageous. Of course there is no pretence herein made to a
knowledge of themodusoperands by which they are to be reclaimed.
But it does seem that a general system of apprenticeship, the
same as the Indian and Chinese apprenticeship or indentureship,
should be inaugurated ; that all black Creole children beyond
a certain age, not regularly at school, should be apprenticed for
three, five, or seven years to the estates, to coasting vessels, to
stores and wharves and the shipping, as porters, and also to
trades. There should be also provision made for the compul-
sory attendance of the apprentices at night schools for technical
instruction, and prizes for merit be offered. In this way the
rising generation would mark a new era in Creole life, restrict
the enlarging boundaries of pauperism, and in time enable the
proprietors of sugar estates and others to look no longer to dis-
tant couatries for labourers. It is sad, however, to think that
British Guyana should be compelled to depend upon a flow of
foreign labourers, and that, too, for so many years, since eman-
cipation.

3. The whole of the mountain regions extending from the
Circars in the north-western direction of Calcutta, and over
the higher branches of the Maghanadi (Great River) to the
table-land of Omercuntuck, and west of it to the sources of the
Tapti and Whurdha, are localities in India where ¢ Hill
Coolies "—Dunjas or Boonas—are found in abundance. Other
districts also, as I shall presently show, abounded with such
labourers as the Colony required for its extensive planta-
tions. An Emigration Agent, with necessary instructions and
power, was appointed to send out as many Coolies as were

K
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required from year to year. About the year 1838, the experi-
ment of importing a ship load of these labourers was tried,
and about 400 of them from Calcutta found immediate
employment on arriving in the Colony. “This appeared to
answer very well, and, in consequence of the success of the
undertaking, it became a question for the future how to
introduce these people in greater numbers into the Colony.
‘When, therefore, the several Immigration Ordinances allowed
of such an attempt as a public measure, agents were appointed
in India to provide the necessary supply of Coolies, and ships
were engaged to bring them from ‘the far distant Peninsula of
India to the fertile lands of British Guyana. The bounty
payable on each adult Coolie was sixty dollars per head, or
about twelve pounds, which, in the event of a vessel bringing
300 or 400, along with a cargo of rice and other East Iudia
products, made it a very profitable speculation for ship
owners.” But when the Coolies did come in large numbers,
fully expecting of course to make their fortune in the distant
West by estate labour, after a fair trial, the planters and
proprietors discovered that they were not the kind of
labourers they required. Most of them were not ‘ Hill
Coolies” as they were represented, nor were they Paharrees—
a hardy class—who dwell in the hills of Rajamahal, nor
Kaities and Khols who occupy the Peninsula of Gujurat—
all famous as a labouring class of people—but old and help-
less, infants and greybeards, blind and lame: in short, the
offscourings of the streets of Calcutta and Madras were sent
out to till the soil of the rich country that could afford to
squander away its money. The Coolies whom we now get
from India are no better. In numerous instances we have
not only had men unfit for labour from bodily infirmity, but
we have also had men who were idiots, and men who were
perfectly blind, and who must have been blind when they left
the shores of India. All such incapables on their arrival
became the inmates of some hospital or the almshouse, and are
therefore a dead burden on the planters and the Colony.

4. Most Colonists are aware that immigrants from India are
divided into three classes. Children under ten years of age
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are classified as “ infants ” ; those between ten and fifteen years
of age a8 “minors”; and all above fifteen years of age as
“adults.” On their arrival in Demerara, the Coolies are
distributed among the planters, by the advice and direction of
his Excellency the Governor—to each planter according to his
application, his means of providing for them, and his willing-
ness and ability to pay the cost of immigration by yearly
instalments. They are sent to no estate till a Government
officer shall have reported that there is suitable accommodation
provided for them. There must be a hospital for them on the
estate, and a doctor engaged at an annual salary to attend
them. The rate of their wages is stipulated, and their hours of
work. The term of apprenticeship or contract on an estate is for
five years, and in former years they had the privilege of leaving
the estate to which they were bound or indentured at the end
of the first three, transferring their services to any other
master, which was not very pleasant ; but now they are obliged
to serve their full term on the estate to which they are sent by
the Agent General, as per advice of the Governor; and at
the termination of ten years’ residence in the Colony they are
entitled to a return passage to India, not the males or
husbands only, but their very wives and minors or infants, if
they have any, in the same ship with themselves. Very
recently, an anonymous contributor signing himself, *“ Argus,”
writing in the Argosy of August 12, 1882, in a jocular manner,
of a supposed convention or meeting of the Coolies in the
Colony, says :—

“So much has been said from time to time, and more of
recent years than formerly, about the extreme desirability of
retaining time-expired Coolies in the Colony, that I should
hesitate to take up any of your space with more words on the
subject ; but it may possibly interest you to hear that the
Coolies are taking steps amongst themselves to deal with a
kindred evil, the nature of which will be ascertained from the
following notes :—* A meeting of Coolie citizens was held this
week, RAMCHOWDER in the chair, the object of the meeting
being to arrive at some means of checking the tendency of

flsnt.ers and merchants, pension-ripe officials and others, from
eaving the Colony and retiring to England, just at the time



132 CHAPTER VIII.

when they are becoming of real service to the Colony. The
chairman said the subject was one of the greatest importance
to the community, and he hoped his fellow-citizens would view
it in its full importance and exert themselves together towards
checking the evil. Much had been said about us poor Coolies
leaving the Colony when our contract is out ; and the news-
Eapers had made the most of the number of rupees each shi
ad carried away ; while the dry goods merchants oomplaineg
that instead of the cash earned in the Colony being circulated
in the Colony, it was hoarded by the Coolies to be carried
and spent elsewhere. But when one merchant left the Colony
he took away with him, or he sent on before him, which was
the same thing, as much money as all the Coolies in eve
‘return’ ship during one or even two or more years too
with them. This was very deplorable, for it beggared the
Colony, and it was time steps were taken to keep these men
from running away. Unfortunately we had no means of de-
priving them of their power to accumulate capital, but we
must try and reduce their power of saving so that they shall
not have the same temptation to run back to their country.
‘We must try and make this land as like their own home as
ible. 'We must introduce lords and titled gentry (they can
mad cheap now in England, especially in the bankruptcy
courts) for our successful citizens to associate with, for it is
noticeable that the retired Colonist has a great liking to get
associated with titled folks. We must also introduce titled
ladies ; for the wives of retired Colonists like to be able to
speak familiarly of Lady Crackware and Countess Splinter-
boom. Of course we could not do too much at once, but a
beg:;ing must be made, for every year the evil of this exodus
is ming more rampant. All felt the sinister consequences.
The shopkeepers felt it, so did tradesmen, domestics, poor
people, socinlpe institutions, everithing and everybody. The
money made in the Colony ought to be spent in the Colony,
and if we Coolies are to be prevailed upon to stay here, we
must have support in our efforts to keep time-expired merchants
and officials here beside us.” The meeting supported Mr. Ram-
chowder’s sentiments, and a deputation was appointed to wait
upon the Governor to ask him to give the matter his serious
consideration.”

Although the Chinese Coolies come within the above
regulations, they are denied a return passage at the expira-
tion of ten years’ residence. The Coolies are wide awake to
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their own interests ; they labour hard and earn money in
abundance,

6. We have in the Colony Coolies from all parts of India,
from Madras, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Masulipatam, Mysore,
Pondicherry, Cuddalore, Tinnevelly, Trichinopoly, Tanjore,
Vellore, Madura, Malayalim, Ceylon, Bombay, Juggernat,
Calcutta, Benares, Allahabad, Lucknow, Cawnpoor, Delhi,
Nepaul, Lahore, Cabul, and many other places. To be more
graphic, we have in the Colony the agricultural race, called
Gajurs, from the north-west frontier of India, the Punjab, or
Country of the Five Waters ; the Dunjas and the Bheels from
the north-eastern part of Gujurat, or rather from the jungles
and hilly district of Malwa; the Kulies and Khols who
inhabit the: Peninsula of Gujurat; the Khatties from the
Peninsula which has taken the name of Khattywar; the
Hindus, who are in general tall, well-proportioned, and of a
martial disposition ; the Bengalies (very few indeed), from
Bengal ; the Khands and Sauris from Orissa, which receives
its name from Oriyos or Odros, a branch of the Hindu immi-
gration ; the Ghonds from Gondwana, which lies to the north
and east of Orissa, and which stretches from Cuttock through-
out the Berar and the Saugor territory ; the Parsees from the
presidency of Bombay; the Gentus, or Telingans, from
Southern India ; the Canarese, the Mussulmans, the Malabars,
and a host of others, according to their different castes and
ranks, have found their way to British Guyana as labourers to
work on the sugar estates. All who were within reach have
been taken and sent to Demerara ; and labourers are now no
longer to be obtained in the vicinity of large towns or populous
cities, the demand of labour for local purposes and other
Colonies being such that immigrants have now to be procured
from the interior of the country, two or three months' journey
from the port of embarkation, in districts far removed from
the reach of the local employer, and, as a consequence, the
expenses of procuring labour for our Colony become greater.
The Coolies who have been imported of late have been brought
from the interior and high land, many days’ journey from
Calcutta. Every new batch of these people brought to
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Demerara comes from a greater distance than the precetling
one. And now again there is some difficulty experienced by
the Emigration Agent in Calcutta. Labourers are not readily
and easily to be- had as before, for India has to supply other
labour markets as well. There have been occasions, of course,
when it was found impossible to secure the number of recruits
to meet the indent or make up the complement for vessels
chartered ; but, taking one season with another, the labourers
requisitioned from the East have been found sufficient for the
requirements of sugar planters in Demerara. In September
of 1876, for instance, Mr. Firth wrote to the Governor, in
reply to a letter rebuking him for bis failure to meet the
indent for the season. In the course of this exculpatory
epistle Mr. Firth affirms that the most strenuous efforts had
been made, new depdts having been opened in outlying dis-
tricts to which recruiters had never before penetrated, the
corps of recruiters largely augmented, and the per caput fee
largely augmented. Acknowledging the utter hopelessness
of meeting the views of the Government by forwarding im-
migrants in sufficient number, Mr. Firth appealed to Mr. C.
Eales, who was acting in the like capacity on behalf of
Mauritius, for some forecast of recruiting prospects. Respond-
ing to Mr. Firth’s appeal, Mr. Eales pointed to the tea planta-
tions of Assam and Cachar, coupled with the abundance and
cheapness of food grains in India, as the causes operating
against emigration. That agricultural Coolies were very scarce
some years ago far nearer home than the West Indies is
demonstrated by an extract from the letter of Mr. Eales to
Mr. Firth, in which one of the largest landed proprietors in
Assam and Cachar is represented as saying :—* During my late
visit to Cachar I had an opportunity of hearing and seeing a
great deal about tea management. Many questions require
solution ; but none press so urgently on us as the labour force
question. So many new estates and extensions have been
opened out within the last two years that the supply of labour
has not equalled the demand; and by force of necessity
managers have been compelled to resort to all sorts of ways to
keep their promises to their principals and fulfil their engage-
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ments. This struggle for existence has become so terrible that
if something be not done at once to stay the hands of com-
petitors there can only be one issue to tea enterprise, and that
is ulter collapse.” In his anxiety to justify his present position,
and give assurance of his unabated zeal, it is but natural that
Mr. Firth should forget or ignore the tribulation of former
years, one secret of which Mr. Eales professed to supply in the
foregoing extract. To the difficulties which abundant harvests
in the East Indies always impose on recruiters is now added,
however, an epidemic of fever, which has at once reduced the
number of eligibles and incapacitated some of the sub-agents
and their allies. It would seem, therefore, that while there is
an anxious competition for Coolie labour both at home and
abroad, there is a counterbalancing motive at work in the low
price of grains, now nearly fifty per cent. below the usual
average price. It has been so often repeated as to have become
almost a truism that so long as East Indians can enjoy the
comforts of life at home in comparative inertness, inditferent
success will attend all efforts at inducing them to emigrate,
and this is the burden of Mr. Firth’s vindication. In actual
practice it has been found that the only opportunity of colonies
competing for Coolie labour is the extremity of those whose
services they seek to impress. Even now a sudden rise in the
price of grain, or unfavourable prospects for next harvest,
would doubtless restore the balance and render Mr. Firth's
labours light. It cannot be denied, however, that there is an
utterly incongruous element in a system which places foreign
on almost equal terms with British Colonies in obtaining
labour from a country under British Sovereignty. If it illus-
trates anything, it is another phase of that one-sided free
trade of which such bitter complaint has often been made. In
times of Indian famine it might be highly desirable that
British and foreign Emigration Agents should be at liberty to
vie with each other in transporting famishing wretches to a
land of plenty; but in periods like the present the British
Colonies ought in all fairness to have the field to themselves.
6. We have from time to time received large batches of
Coolies from India; and at present,according to the report for



136 CHAPTER VIIL.

1880 of Mr. C. B. King, Acting Immigration Agent General, we
have an immigrant population—Indians and others—of 68,241;
an excess of 3,427 on the number given in December, 1879 ; and
according to the half-yearly return of immigrants for the half-
year ended June 30, 1881, we have in the Colony 15,923 males
and 6,735 females under indenture; and 29,846 males and
16,648 females of all races not under indenture ; making a total
of 45,769 males, and 23,283 females—or 69,052 of both sexes
indentured and unindentured. From the report for 1880 it
appears that the proportion of men to women was 100 to 49-07,
and of males to females of all ages 100 to 49-07, being almost
identical with 1879, but five per cent. more women to men
than in 1878. This disproportion of the sexes has often been
decried as a crushing handicap on the immigration system ;
and to it are attributable, besides a host of other evils, the
frequent cases of wife-murder through infidelity and the de-
sertion of one man for another. There is no disguising the fact
that it is in effect directly provocative of much immorality of
different kinds ; besides enhancing the difficulties of obtaining
recruits in India and stimulating discontent amongst many
male immigrants already in the Colony. The plight was bad
enough in all conscience of the amatory rustic described in
Burns’s poem on ¢ Halloween,” “who wedlock’s joys since
Mar's year did desire "—presumably meaning that from time
immemorial he had been vainly in search of a suitable partner.
But in contrast to Demerara there are brides in Scotland
enough and to spare; so that the inference is that “ Uncle
John” was either extremely fastidious or that his own personal
attractions were not of a nature to entrance the female heart.
But with only 49 women to 100 men, it is evident that 51
Asiatic immigrants, however anxious for connubial bliss, may
wait a8 wistfully as Mother Hubbard’s dog for the bone which
was never forthcoming. Only the most eligible can obtain
spouses, and the natural result is that those who are left out
in the cold will take the earliest opportunity of migrating to
a country where matrimonial anticipations are easier of reali-
zation. A planter, writing to the Colonist of June 14, 1881,
on the subject of the disproportion of the sexes, says :—
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“The unfortunate state of the Colony as re the
stationary, if not retrogressive, number of its population, de-
mands the full attention of the Government. In the leading
article of your impression of the 11th you show very con-
clusively the fact, but you say nothing as to the reason. I
maintain that the reason is not difficult to find ; it is due to
the insane and suicidal system of introducing such an over-
whelming majority of men. The Government has a great
control over the immigration of Asiatics, and could insist on a
larger proportion of women or a smaller proportion of men, if
it is really true that women are not to be had. In the essays
on Immigration lately written, Messrs. Kirke, Bellairs, and
Maxwell all say very much the same, which is, that the stream
of immigrants to replace the number lost by death must be
rennial so long as so few women are imported or introduced.
f an equal number of the sexes came, they would very likely
form families, and settle down and have no longer any wish
to leave the country of their adoption. I for my part would
be most happy, if possible, to receive two or three large allot-
ments of nothing but women ; for just look at the population
of this estate as per last census :—Coolies—men, 405 ; women,
192: total adults, 597. Black and Coloured—men, 155 ;
women, 91 : total adults, 246. Chinese—men, 61 ; women,
17: total adults, 78. Portuguese —men, 16 ; women, 16 :
total adults, 32. Men, 637 ; women, 316 : total, 953. This
is over two men to each woman, so that the reproductive
population is, at most, out of 953, only 632. The consequence
i1s that the number of children is only :—Coolie boys, 141 ;
Black, 34; Chinese, 9; Portuguese, 16 : total boys, 200.
Coolie girls, 110; Black, 38; Chinese, 11; Portuguese, 15 :
total girls, 174. Total, 374. 316 women have only 374
children. If other parts of the Colony have a similar popu-
lation, is it surprising that our “ natural increase” is a nonen-
tity ¥ What else can be expected in & community where the
disparity of the sexes is so great? Government is almost

werless to regulate the immigration from Europe and

badoes ; but with regard to the Chinese and Coolies it can
and it ought to insist on a becoming number of women, and a
becoming number is one woman to one man, and even then
the resuft of previous error must be felt. Your readers can
easily imagine the question from the point of view of morality,
religion, and crime. I simply wish to draw attention to the
fact as the reason why British Guyana has to continue the
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ruinously expensive and most difficult and complicated system
of continual external supply of labourers.”

7. The large import of Coolies from India several years
ago was principally owing to the famines or droughts with
which the country was visited. On one occasion, 1860, more
than thirteen millions of people, or nearly the population of
Spain, were affected by severe drought. Of these, four and a
half millions suffered cruelly, and half a million perished.
Four millions of acres were thrown out of cultivation, and
the peasantry lost in cattle and produce nearly five millions
sterling. The State remitted £400,000 of revenue, and spent
£250,000 on public works. Besides the untold aid given by
private parties on the spot, India contributed about £45,000,
and England £120,000. This country, too, rendered its timely
aid to the perishing thousands. “Crowds of women and
children, presenting the most miserable and emaciated appear-
ance, were seen spreading over the jungles, sifting the earth
for the ¢Gokhroo’ thorns, or picking the few berries left on
the ‘Ber’ bushes. Grain of the most unwholesome descrip-
tion, which had been buried for years, and which the medical
officers pronounced to be almost poisonous, was exposed for
sale in the bazaars. Many poor creatures were found dead
by the road-side, and deaths from starvation were of constant
occurrence. Families fled from their houses in search of food,
and villages and districts were rapidly becoming depopulated.”
The rains following the droughts were unusually heavy,
causing extensive inundations. The invalids at Churna lost
their all; portions of Lower Bengal were submerged and the
crops destroyed. Pestilence ensued in Hughli district when
the waters subsided. Its effects are thus described by a con-
tributor to the Paridarshak (and quoted in the Indian
Reformer): “The funeral fires are constantly blazing like
the conflagration of a forest. In the streets and huts is
always heard the doleful sound of Haribol ! Haribol! When
the destitute and helpless die, they are thrown into the
river.” Such, and even still worse, were the distressing
accounts contained in the East India daily papers. Famine
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and pestilence combined raged throughout the whole length
" and breadth of that land of beauty, and made havoc of its
inhabitants, entering into every house and family, and causing
some thousands of these poor wretches to seek another country.
The year 1877 was another dreadful year in Southern India,
when many millions of people, occupying vast tracts of
country, had been deprived of all ordinary means of support,
and, notwithstanding the unwearied effort and lavish expendi-
ture of Government, and the bounty of England, the suffering
and mortality had been fearful. Not only England, but her
very Colonies readily and cheerfully rendered their assistance
in relieving the poor famine-stricken sufferers. The friends
of the different Missionary Societies also had given large sums
of money to be expended by their own missionaries in aid of
poor Christians and in support and training of orphans. All
these visitations — famines, pestilences —and other circum-
stances too, have from time to time induced many to leave
India for British Guyana, and other Colonies, in search of
work.

8. Though we have a large immigrant population, our
great want has been *‘ agricultural labourers” to suit the
requirements of the planters, and ¢settlers” to suit the
requirements of the Colony. Hundreds of our Coolie immi-
grants have never been agricultural labourers at all in their
own country. They never held a plough, nor had a hoe in
their bands, till they came to the Colony, though during their
residence on the estates they have learned to use the hoe and
the shovel, &c., and to become useful estate labourers. In
Southern India cultivation of land or agriculture may be
considered the principal or the only calling of the Tamil nation.
All other professions or trades were, and still are, in absolute
subjection to the cultivating tribes Kénydichi-Kérar, or lords of
the soil, who derived their superiority from the rights of the
plough. Intercourse with foreign nations, the extension of
commerc?, and other circumstances, however, have in latter
times materially altered the manners of the olden time, and
infringed the privileges of the landed proprietors. Notwith-
standing this, they are emphatically an agricultural people.
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All the Hindus of Southern India may be divided into two
principal classes, the Palang-Keiyir, the right hand caste,
including the whole of the agricultural Tamil people ; and
Idang-Keiyar, the left hand caste, including chiefly the trading
and manufacturing Tamil people and others, who endeavour,
and generally with success, to evade agriculture. We have
had more of this kind of people sent out as field labourers to
work on the sugar estates in the Colony, and less of the real
kind, who are the very class of people the planters and others
would desire to have as permanent settlers. The veneration
in which the Tamil people of the Valang-Keiyir hold the
plough may be judged from the following translation of a
couplet by Kamban * on agriculture :” “ THOSE TRULY LIVE
WHO LIVE BY THE PLOUGH: ALL OTHERS DO NOT LIVE, AS
THEY ARE IN SERVITUDE AND DEPEND UPON THOSE THEY
SERVE,—i3 it not so? Is it not thus in the ancient world the
precept was written 2 Is it not wrong, therefore, to compare with
these any that are born tn the sea-surrounded earth ?” There was
a time when a ship brought from the Presidency of Madras, as
Coolies, to labour on the sugar estates, barbers, horsekeepers,
cooks, household servants, hereditary beggars (Mallei Vaz-hakki,
as the natives of Madras call them), pedlars, cattle-minders,
grass-cutters, policemen (peons), mountebanks, jugglers, dancers,
dhobies, &c., which gave great dissatisfaction to the planters
and proprietors of estates ; but the captain of the ship and the
medical officers in charge were not to be blamed, for they were
mere paid servants to fulfil a certain engagement. But since
that unfortunate event we have had from the Madras
Presidency ‘‘some of the best labourers in the Colony, and a
most industrious set of people.” (See Commission of Inguiry,
P. 75.) Emigrants from the Presidency of Madras have done
well and prospered in the Colonics, save and except British
Guyana, where they are looked upon as worthless, and every-
thing that is bad. The late Immigration Agent-General (Hon.
J. G. Daly), in his letter to the Government, referring to this
class of immigrants, said : * The experience of planters in this
Colony may be unfavourable to that race, and prejudice may
exist in consequence. I am aware of the faults of the Madras
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labourer ; ke is very prone on occasion, but more particularly at
times of festivity, to give way to drinking and quarrelling, and in
domestic service he adds the vice of pilfering and stealing, but
I have always heard that for endurance and real hard work he
is much superior to the Calcutta Coolie.” But hard drinking,
swearing, pilfering, stealing, and quarrelling propensities, though
unfortunately discernible or glaring in the Madras Coolies, are
not perhaps so glaring in the Creoles of the Colony, and the
lower orders of the English or any European nation. We
have but to turn to the pages of Whitaker's Almanack for
proof. Among the Calcutta Coolies also are to be found a
very large number of lazy, worthless vagabonds who, instead
of working honestly, eke out a living by begging from place to
place, and find themselves in the different gaols in large num-
bers, and indeed make the gaols their home.

9. Though the Colonial Government has no Emigration
Agency established in the Presidency of Madras, yet a large
number of Coolies find their way to the Calcutta depét, and
embark for British Guyana. The subject of an Agency in
Madras, and the character of the Coolies from that Presi-
dency, have been referred to by the members of the Court of
Policy and the planters in general from time to time. In 1872,
when there was some difficulty felt in Calcutta by the agent in
procuring labourers from the Bengal Presidency, the late Mr. J,
Oliver, member of the Court of Policy, said that in one or two
discussions they had had in that court a short time ago, it was
suggested that as there were many difficulties in the way of
obtaining a sufficient number of labourers from Calcutta, and
obstacles in the way of getting Chinese immigrants, they
should reopen a Madras Agency at the close of the season
1872, in order to obtain, if possible, a full supply of labour
from the South -of India. Before, however, bringing this
matter before the Government in a tangible form, it was
thought by the few who had taken the matter into consider-
ation that it would be desirable to obtain the opinion of the
planting interest generally on the subject. Their previous
experience of Madras immigration had not been of such a
nature as was calculated to induce the Executive Government
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of the Colony to reopen it without allowing the planters an
opportunity of having a full discussion upon the subject, and
of expressing their opinion as to the desirableness of such an
undertaking ; and in order to carry out this principle the
president of the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society
was requested to issue a circular to the representative of every
estate in the Colony, stating the difficulties in the way of
getting an adequate supply of labourers from Calcutta, and
asking each of them to give his opinion as to the advisability
of reopening a Madras Agency. At the same time they were
agked, in case they objected to the proposal, if they would
kindly state their reasons, in order that they might see whether
their objections might not be overcome; and they were also
asked to give a proximate idea of the number of labourers
that would be required during the next season from Madras.
In reply to this application, out of the 128 estates in the
Colony 107 had sent in a favourable response, four had
expressed their acquiescence in the project, and the remaining
eleven were small properties which could hardly be taken into
consideration, so that in reality, out of the 128 ‘estates that
were in the Colony, there were only twelve that had not replied
favourably to this proposition, and out of that number six
were not in the habit of taking immigrants, and the remain-
ing six were scattered about the Colony. Therefore, he
thought he might fairly say that the response which had been
given to the application which was sent to them might be
considered to be unanimous, and that the estates which would
apply for the people, if they could obtain them from Madras,
would represent more than nine-tenths of the whole export of
the Colony. Applications had been received for about 7,200
people, or something like 21,000 for the three seasons now
before them. This was a very large application indeed, and
if they took the usual number which came in the ships, it
would make twenty vessels. Now, the largest number they
had ever had from one port was in 1869, when they had
eighteen vessels from Calcutta; and when they considered
that the total number of ships that ever arrived at this Colony
from Madras was only thirty-five, it was not difficult to arrive
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at the conclusion that the planters did not make very large
applications for people from that particular locality. Touching
the answers that were sent in by the various planters, he
might mention that there were remarks made in them
concerning the very high character of the Madras Coolies in
the Colony as efficient labourers and useful agricultural people ;
and if that was the case, as there was no question it was, and
there were such large applications for these people, there was
every reason to suppose that a Madras Agency, if earnestly
conducted, could be carried on almost on the same scale as the
one at Calcutta. He did not think it necessary, in bringing
forward this question, to go into elaborate details of the
immigration system generally. When the matter was first
brought forward, two parties took different sides and differed
in their opinion on the subject ; but there could be no doubt
that the larger the number of people that could be brought
to our shores the greater would be the prosperity of the
Colony. . ... The Governor said, before the matter proceeded
any further, he might state that his own views were in favour
of the proposition, and that he had already suggested the
expediency of establishing an Agency at Madras; therefore
he was quite prepared to support the resolution. He did not,
in fact, see any difficulty in the way of accomplishing the
matter either by this Colony, Trinidad, or any other place.
As far as he could ascertain from former correspondence, it
appeared to him that immigration from Madras ceased in con-
sequence of the planters not applying for Madras immigrants ;
but if the circumstances were now changed, as the hon.
member said they had, there was no difficully in the way
of getting a supply of labour from that particular locality.
Last year the applications that came in for immigrants
amounted to about seven thousand; but they could never
expect to obtain more than about three thousand, and if they
could get a supply from Madras to make up the deficiency, he
saw no reason why they should not avail themselves of the
opportunity.. . . . There would be no objection on the part
of the English Government to allow immigration from Madras :
on the contrary, he believed every facility would be afforded
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for the accomplishment of such an object. If they looked at
the French treaty, they would find that much more honourahle
terms were offered than we gave; and with regard to back
passage, according to the Dutch regulations the immigrant at
the end of five years was entitled to a return passage from
Surinam ; whereas here they were only entitled to it after ten
years' residence. The only stipulation, in the case of the
Dutch Colony, was that if the immigrant did not claim his
return passage at the end of five years, he lost all right to it.
Therefore it would be seen that there was at least one condi-
tjon there which was more favourable than ours. * Then again
with regard to labour. They were bound by the treaty to
work six days in seven, whereas in our Ordinance we only
required an immigrant to work five days. There our terms
were more favourable. Then again, with regard to the hours
of labour, under the Dutch system the labourer had to work
nine and a half hours, and here he had only to work seven
hours in the field and ten in the buildings, and that was a very
great difference. . . . . He saw that on a former occasion
immigration from Madras was stopped in consequence of the
planters ceasing to apply for immigrants. Now, %hat he
would suggest was, that the Government should have power to
bring as many immigrants from Madras and Calcutta as could
be obtained from those places, and then distribute them to the
planters according to their applications. Then those who liked
Calcutta immigrsmts would get them, and those who preferred
the people from Madras would be supplied with them.

Mr. McConnell thought that was a very good suggestion
indeed.

In 1872 and 1877 we had three or four ship-loads of Coolies
from Madras, and the people not readily consenting to come
to Demerara, their importation was stopped. Last year, 1881,
when the subject of reopening an Agency was discussed in the
Court of Policy, the Honourable W. Russell, A. C. McCalman,
and others, spoke of the Coolies from Madras in the highest
terms. Their ounly fault is, they take a long time to get
accustomed to the Colony, to become useful agricultural
labourers.
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10. The late Rev. Ralph Stott, Coolie Missionary, speaking of
this class or kind of immigrants (the Madrasees) in Natal,
says :—* Some have already bought land and built houses, and
are following their own trades ; others have money, and will
commence business as soon as they are at liberty. Several will
become fishermen, others market-gardeners, and many pedlars.
I am sorry to see some of them now on the Sabbath-day going
from estate to estate, with their goods to sell.” . “It is also
very probable that, in a few years, we shall have Indian mer-
chants and shipowners in Natal. The natives of India are
wide awake to their own interests; and, now that caste is
giving way, and Indians are found as Coolies, east, west, north
and south, merchants will follow, especially with Indian pro-
duce ; nay, many of the labourers themselves will become store-
keepers and merchants. This is the case now in Demerara
and other places where immigration has been carried on for
several years. . . . . The Coolies are not like the Kaffirs,
vegetating at their kraals, but a busy, active, enterprising
race, taking their share in pushing on the world, right or
wrong. Let us, then, set them a good example, and impress
upon them right principles, and they will bless us, and be a
blessing.” Mr. Stott, in my humble opinion, could not have
given a better and more faithful description of the state, condi-
tion, and character of the Coolie immigrants ; and this descrip-
tion of his, in lofo, applies to the Coolies of Demerara. But
while the Coolies are so, yet it has often heen a matter of
complaint that they leave after amassing some thousands of
dollars, when they might permanently remain with us and earn
as many more dollars, with both profit to themselves and
advantage to the country of their adoption. They leave us, as
thousands who have seen them about the streets and public
offices can testify, in good and robust health, dressed, according
to the fashion of their country, in gaudy garments and glitter-
ing with silver anklets and armlets and jewelled nose and
ear-rings. Their ornaments alone would, in their native land,
be considered a small fortune to people of their class. But the
complaint to which I have simply adverted implies that we
have not as yet arrived at perfection in our immigration laws.

L
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11. From the hints I have thrown out in the above para-
graphs the impartial reader will perceive that the expensive
system of immigration, the introduction of Coolies from
Madeira, China, East Indies, and other parts of the world,
especially the West Indian Islands, is to displace no native
labourer, but merely to fill a blank in the civil and social con-
dition of the country. It is a lamentable and ugly fact, how-
ever, that we are populating the Colony from India only to
depopulate it again at an enormous cost ; that we are training
up an agricultural population of East Indian free Coolies only
to send them away when they have become more useful
labourers to us, and accustomed to the country ; and that the
most certain profits of our industry—in the wages paid for
labour—are every now and then sent out of the Colony, never
to return in any shape or by any manner of means. * There is
no feeling which exists in the heart of man truer and stronger
than his love for the land which gave him birth ; and especially
for the particular locality where he spent the earlier and
happier portion of his life. In his declining years, when his
locks are whitened by the frosts of many winters, after a
long tempest-tossed voyage upon the troubled waters of
the sea of life, he loves to sit and think of the long ago.
Though the dark waters of the ocean may surge between him
and his early home, still memory, with lightning wing, con-
veys him back to the dear scenes of his childhood. In thought
he is young again, roaming on the bank of the rippling stream,
a8 it threads its way through green meadows over the hills
and away, without a trouble or care resting upon his
young spirit to mar his pleasure. Yes; we have an in-
stinctive and never-dying love for our fatherland ; and this
sentiment has warmed the bosom of every generation and
people since the world was created. In the good Book we
have passages abounding in expressions of stirring patriotism.
The Jews, when forced to leave the Holy City, Jerusalem,
their pride, to which they were attached by their dearest ties,
in their exile forgot not its hallowed associations, but prayed
that ¢ the right hand might forget its cunning, and the tongue
cleave to the roof of the mouth, if they preferred her not above
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their chief joy.” We may take the untutored savage from his
home on the boundless prairies of the western lands, and bring
him within the bounds, and place him under the laws and
usages of civilization, and in his heart that son of the forest longs
to dwell again upon the hunting-grounds of his fathers, where
he can chase the deer and buffalo free as the air he breathes.”
The East Indian and Chinese Coolies in like manner love their
native land, their home, and whilst abroad they look upon
themselves as exiles, and long to return to their pative place
ere they die. There can be no objection to a man or to a set of
people returning to their native land, paying his or their own
expenses as the Chinese, Portuguese, and others have to do ; but
for a whole gang of people, as the Indian Coolies, to return to
their native land at the expense of the Colony is, I consider, an
unwarrantable iniquity. But the Coolies claim it as their
right to be sent back to India, and the nature of the contract
or agreement entered into by the employers and employés is
such that it must and will remain 8o, till some new arrange-
ment, if possible, is made with the Indian Government. This
one simple fact alone proves that free labour is what the Colony
of British Guyana requires.

12. One pleasing fact, however, worth noticing here is that
many of the Coolies entitled to a free passage back to India,
who leave the port of Georgetown after a few months’ or years’
residence there, long to come back to British Guyana, in some
instances paying their own passage. I extract the following
from a local paper of December 13th, 1881: ¢ It must be ex-
ceedingly gratifying to those interested in the treatment of
the immigrants, to find that as many as 133 were re-introduced
to British Guyana last year, having been former residents of
the Colony. We may take this as some evidence that the
legislative enactments which regulate East Indian labour have
not failed in their object, and that those of the one hundred
and thirty-three souls who had arrived at the years of dis-
cretion were well content to try again the conditions of life
here. They are described as being steady and industrious
labourers—the very class so much wanted on the estates. It
is interesting to note the reasons assigned by them as actuating

L2
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them in returning here. These reasons are three in the main :
first, the freedom from the trammels of caste prejudices which
they enjoy here ; second, the natural disappointment they feel
on their return to India to find that the homes of their re-
latives and friends know them no more; and, third, the con-
sciousness that to industrious people a good prospect is held
out in British Guyana.” This is no new fact or statement
made by the Acting Immigration Agent General. I know
several instances of Coolies living twelve or fourteen years on
an estate, going to India for a year or two, paying their passage
back, and bringing some friends, and on their arrival going at
once to their old estate. , Sometimes they return indentured
a second time, and ask to be sent to their old estate, a request
that is generally granted. If it is slavery, it is strange that
they should deliberately choose it, and bring their friends into it.
The reader will find reference made to this very subject in the
Guyanian Indians, sect. viii. p. 57, (3).

18. It has been frequently asserted within the last few
years, by those who have given attention to the subject, that
the limits of Coolie emigration from India to British Guyana
on account of other calls or demands made on the country and
other local circumstances, are becoming so circumscribed, so
clogged with difficulties, that a total cessation of emigration
may be looked forward to at no distant period or day.
Others, again, equally interested in the subject and quite
as capable of giving an opinion on the matter, confidently
assert that British Guyana will never want applicants for
emigration to its shores. These assertions may be both
true to some extent. However, we do not well to depend too
much upon an uncertain opinion. We cannot positively tell
whether emigration from India would be continued for any
length of time, or how soon our supplies from the India labour
market would be stopped or closed. From the tenor of the
latest communications from the Emigration Agent in Calcutta,
to the Government of British Guyana, one would suppose that
there are great difficulties experienced in securing labourers for
the Demerara labour market, and the people are not so willing
to come to our Colony. [See paragraph 4, above.] However
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desirable it may-be to have Coolies from India, and however
useful in a certain way they might have been to the Colony,
yet they are not such a hardy race of able-bodied men, as the
Portuguese, black Creoles, or Chinese, to do the kind of work
that is wanted, and to endure the hardships others experience
in the same kind of labour or work on sugar estates. What
one black man, or Portuguese, or Chinese, will do in a day, it
will take three Coolies on an average to do. They, most of
them, being vegetarians and rice-eaters, cannot be expected to
do hard work, for they are simply unable. This is a fact
which no sensible, reasonable man will deny. The most
desirable class of immigrants required for the Colony, both as
agricultural labourers and as settlers, are not Coolies 80 much,
but an admixture of Portuguese and Chinese, or Portuguese
and Africans. The Hindo-Guyanians (or children born of
Asiatic or Indian parents), of whom we have a very large
number in the Colony (aad this number is annually increasing),
appear hardier and stronger than their parents, and these can
stand the fatigue better, and do harder and more steady work
than their parents, and even than the Chinese. These have
no particular desire to leave the Colony and accompany their
parents when they take their departure for India. All these
should be encouraged to remain permanently in the Colony.
14. The expenses connected with immigration, up to the
time of passing of Ordinance 7 of 1878, had been borne in the
proportion of one-third by the Colony and two-thirds by the
planters; but a change in this system was effected by that
Ordinance, which provided that the total expenses connected
with the introduction of immigrants, including the Emigration
Agency of India, and back passages, should be borne by the
planters. The cost of the Immigration establishment in the
Colony, including the medical department, and a per caput
allowance of $10 per head, to be met by the general revenue.
The effect of this change pressed unduly on the planters in
seasons when a larger number of immigrants than usual was
introduced, and with the consent of the Secretary of State for
the Colonies a Bill repealing sections 19 and 20 (which pro-
vided for the payment of the expenses of immigration) of
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Ordinance 7 of 1873 was passed by the Court of Policy in
December, 1878, and allowed a return to the old system of
one-third of the entire cost being paid by the Colony, and two-
thirds by the planters.

The proportion of one-third paid by the Colony in 1880 was
$183,073.72. The remaining two-thirds, or $366,147.44; were
paid by the planters from the Immigration Fund. The total
receipts for 1880 were $604,177.21, which allowed of a balance
of $54,956.04 being carried to the credit of the fund.

SUMMARY OF IMMIGRATION EXPENDITURE FOR 1880.

Immigration from India................ $386,570.01
Back Passages of Indian Immigrants. ..... 111,532.55
The Establishment in the Colony ........ 101,118.61
Total Immigration Expenditure ........ $549,221.17

The large importation of foreign labourers from India,
China, &c., has been, and still is, for the immediate benefit of
‘the planters in the Colony. There was a period when the
planting interest—admitted to be the mainstay of the pros-
perity of the country—was in a most depressed condition.
The planters could not keep afloat without exceptional aid
and support. They had been subjected by imperial policy to
a competition with the foreign sugar producers, for which they
were wholly unprepared. Without such exceptional aid they
were in danger of sinking, and no one denies that their suste-
nance was necessary for the very existence of the Colony. But
things have entirely changed. The planting interest has gone
through the ordeal, and, thanks to the liberal aid it has received
for a series of years, it has been resuscitated, and now stands
forth a flourishing and prosperous interest. Such being the
fact, I leave my reader to form his own conclusions about the
justice or injustice, the reasonableness or unreasonableness, of
one-third of the entire cost of the introduction of foreign
labourers being paid by the Colony, and two-thirds by the
planters, who are further exempted from paying duty on their
implements and supplies. Though I do not expect my reader
to make himself perfectly conversant with all the obscure
mysteries of the complex and complicated gystems of legisla-



OUR INDIAN COOLIE IMMIGRANTS. 151

tion, judicature, departmental administration, and financial
methods of the Colony, yet I am sure he will say (though
perfectly orthodox in allegiance and devotion to the sacred
sugar cane), as I have heard others say, ¢ Let planters derive
their support from their own resources, and not continue to
levy such heavy tribute upon the minor industries surrounding
them, dependent though they may be upon them.”

15. The question may be asked, “ Do the Coolies who come
to British Guyana for the immediate benefit of the planters
Always find work suited to them on the several estates through-
out the year? Have they never complained of want of work,
and the smallness of the wages they get ¥ Do they thoroughly
understand what they are coming to do in Demerara when they
leave their country "’ To pour a grievance, even an imaginary
one, into a sympathizing ear is a great luxury,and Coolies do
undoubtedly often tell a stranger that they were “fooled ” into
coming to Demerara, No doubt the recruiters or gomastahs
had drawn a picture of the glory of British Guyana, and the
easy and rapid way in which money was to be made as soon as
they landed in the Colony with something of Oriental ex-
travagance, which the local magistrates in India had brushed
away by telling them the plain truth as to what their work
and wages would really be. Imaginary grievances the Coolies
have in abundance, and they could very easily spare of them
to my worthy reader if he would only find time to listen to
them. No emigrant ever does know what he is going to, till
he finds himself on the spot of his destination. Englishmen
and Scotchmen find the backwoods of the Canadian prairies
or the woods of the Australian territory not to be a paradise as
they dreamed them to be, and often complain very bitterly of
the unexpected hardships they have to endure. So the Coolies
also do not understand what they are coming to, till they
find themselves in British Guyana, and after a few years’
sojourn and experience they realize the fact that Demerara is
a money-making and money-saving country. They certainly
at first find the work hard, and harder than they were ac-
customed to, but soon they get used to do hard work. The
Coolies are able at any time to lay a complaint of bad treat-
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ment, insufficient wages, overwork, or any other grievance
under which they may believe themselves to be suffering,
before a local magistrate or immigration agent; and these
complaints are always sifted to the bottom, and, if found true,
redress is immediate. In fact so warmly has the head of the
Immigration Department been their defender and partisan,
that he is nicknamed ¢ the Coolies’ papa.” In cases of alleged
hardship, the Coolies will carry their grievance to head-quarters,
and it is by no means an uncommon spectacle to the merchants
and store-keepers of Georgetown to see fifty or sixty Coelie
labourers appear in Water Street on their way to the Im-
migration Office. They have come from some estate in the
country, armed with their shovels and forks, just as they
have struck work, to lay a general complaint against the
manager, overseers, and foremen of the estate to which they
. belong. Usually, the sum and substance of their complaints
is that they are not paid sufficiently for their labour, and that
they would like some little addition to their wages. The com-
plaints, whatever they be, being carefully taken down in
intelligible language, the men are told to return to their work,
and that an investigation will take place on the morrow. The
next day, the manager of the estate gets an official intimation
that such a charge has been made, and that Mr, —— will
arrive at a stated time to investigate the case. The agent
arrives ; the Coolies renew their charge, but with less vehe-
" mence and more regard to truth, now that they are in the
presence of their masters. The manager refuses to increase
their pay, alleging that what has already been promised
them is a fair equivalent for their work. A visit is paid to
a field where the work in question has been commenced. It
not infrequently happens that the immigration agent finds
+ himself unable to come to a decision from his ignorance of
. planting details ; and in such cases four well-known planters
are summoned—two chosen by the manager, and two by the
Coolies. Both parties then agree to abide by their judgment.
‘With every wish to decide in the immigrants’ favour, it is seldom
that the immigration agent finds himself able to do so, for the
simple reason, that as a rule the work is found to have been
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fairly valued, and at similar rates to those paid on neigh-
bouring estates at the same time. The regular monthly visit of
the immigration agent also affords the Coolies opportunities of
bringing complaints, thus saving them the time and trouble a
walk to the town or magistrate’s residence would entail. The
immigrants’ time of work is limited by law to seven hours a
day in the open air, and ten hours a day under cover in the
manufactories ; if, however, they like to work a longer time
for extra pay, they are open to do so, and most of them gladly
avail themselves of this right, by which they secure more
wages at the end of the week. The children are free from
birth, and when grown up usually develop into the most use-
ful and skilful labourers. As a further inducement to the
immigrants to work well, they are entitled to a day’s leave
provided they labour with tolerable steadiness; and an in-
dustrious man or woman never asks in vain for two or three
days or even a week’s leave, supposing they wish to travel to
a distant part of the country. Their ehildren are formed into
gangs, and employed at hght easy work about the maniifactory,
or in the fields, receiving from sixpence to tenpence a day,
according to their age and ability. The ldbourers on all estates
are under the immediate supervision of several foremen, called
¢ drivers.” These men are Coolies themselves, and are
specially selected by the manager of an estate as men of
superior intelligence and strength, and as having shown them-
selves thoroughly acquainted with and able to perform the
different descriptions of agricultural work they will have to
superintend. These men are in receipt of fixed wages, and
enjoy many agreeable privileges. It is their duty to stop all
disputes, report everything wrong that may come under their
notice, and be all day long with their fellow-immigrants in the
fields, superintending their work, besides having to accom-
plish a host of minor duties. To rise to this position is the
great ambition of most Coolies, and the hope of one day
becoming a driver acts as a very healthy stimulant to induce
them to increase their industry.

16. About two years ago (1880) the question was asked in
the Court of Policy whether at the present day the predial
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work of the sugar estates was enough to keep all the Coolies in
the Colony employed, or whether it was true, as the Hon.
J. Crosby, Immigration Agent General (now dead) had
remarked in his letter, that the Coolies (by their account) could
not obtain work at all times, and that when they did obtain it,
it was at a rate of wages quite inadequate to support them-
selves and their families. There was a time, however, when
every plantation in the Colony was in a chronic state of starva-
tion for labour and was always glad to get labourers, even
when the getting of them required the expenditure of large
sums of money as bribes to attract the people from other
estates. This state of affairs has disappeared, and as the
cultivation throughout the Colony cannot have been reduced
to any appreciable extent, as witness the amount of crop for
1879, the planters may with every reason congratulate them-
selves upon the result which has attended their system of
introducing labourers from the East. Unquestionably, it would
have been to the direct advantage of the Coolies who were in
the Colony during the time of labour scarcity, if the planters
had then abandoned immigration or had been unsuccessful in
inducing people to come to the Colony, for the easing of the
strain on the labour market has enabled the planters not only
to reduce their wages to a more reasonable figure, but to
become honest and virtuous so far as regards coveting their
neighbours’ labourers; and we can well imagine that those
of the Coolies who remember “ the good old days,” are loud in
their complaints about the money being “ too small ” this time.
But the statistics of estates’ pay lists show that though there
has been a reduction in wages to a certain extent, there is no
real ground for the Coolies’ complaints, and that a labourer
can make with ease considerably above the sum which the
framers of the Immigration Ordinance fixed as a fair day’s
wage. In alluding in his letter to the outcry of the Coolies
that the want of remunerative work was driving them out of
the Colony, Mr. Crosby was simply fulfilling a duty he owed
to the class whom he is supposed to ‘‘ protect ;” but, with the
means within his power of ascertaining the real state of the
labour market throughout the Colony, he ought not to have
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allowed his memorandum to go forth without some note or
comment to the effect that the complaint of the Coolies had
not received his endorsation. Taken as it stood, his letter,
with its memorandum, would lead, and was evidently intended
to lead, the reader to understand that Mr. Crosby was of
opinion that the Colony was overstocked with labour, and that
the Coolie was being driven back to his own country because
here he and his family could not get enough to eat. The
evidence of Mr. Russell and Mr. Booker, and the reports of
the district magistrates addressed to the Executive, were all
opposed to Mr. Crosby’s view of the question, and local
readers would have had no difficulty in arriving at a decision
as to which of the opposing views was the correct one ; but it
is different with readers not in the Colony, who, knowing that
the estates’ pay lists were practically as open to Mr. Crosby as
to the two aforesaid elective members, would naturally be dis-
posed to regard Mr. Crosby’s opinion as the more impartial and
correct. It may help my reader to arrive at a correct conclu-
sion if I annex here some information furnished by a manager
whose attention was drawn to Mr. Crosby’s memorandum. On
inquiry, he found that twenty-one * time-expired ” immigrants
on his estate had registered for back passage, and he turned back
the pay lists to learn if it could be the smallness of their earnings
that was driving the people out of theland. It would have been
a tedious job to have taken down each man’s earnings during
the fifty-two weeks in the previous year, so the manager took
the first eight names on the alphabetical list furnished him, and
found that the eight labourers had earned in 1879 as follows :—

Total Earnings
Days at absle)xsor amount | for each
work. |5 leave.| earned. Q;gr;“
Bississur ceeeeereeerrorneeess] 221 91 64 96 |29 cents
BhUttoo ..eeseer e 250 62 | 100 28 [40
Boobun .........cceeee veeees 248 64 95 08 |38
Bhurtun ...er.ennreees | 218 94 | 5512 |25 |
Chumnoo .. ....... cesssene 247 65 85 96 (34 ,,
Doorga ......cveereeiiennnns 254 68 89 04 |35 ,,
Fukurchamid ....oeersreers 280 32 |113 88 (40 .
Qoyaram............c..... w196 116 81 76 |41 ,,
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The smallest amount per working day recorded above is
twenty-five cents, and the manager observed that the man who
earned this average was old and infirm and capable of doing
only light work. But the average daily wage of the lot is ample,
and places it beyond a doubt that whatever might have been
the inducement to the twenty-one Coolies to take back passage,
it was not to get away from a place of scarce labour and small
pay. Notwithstanding all the precaution taken and provision
made by the Government as far as labour and wages questions
are concerned, there is no denying the fact that the great
cause of discontent amongst the Coolies proceeds from labour
disputes, and frohr the belief held by many of them that they
are unfairly deglt with by their employers. Whatever truth
or falsity there may be in this charge, it can readily be under-
stood how quickly the feeling may produce disturbances.
Let us, to estimate rightly the position of the Coolie, place
ourselves in his place, and we shall be less surprised at the
frequency of these labour disputes. 'We must remember that
these men are in a strange land, amongst people who are alike
different ,to them in language, customs, and ideas. The law
may, and does, protect them from injustice and wrong, but
this law they know nothing or but little of, it is written in
a strange tongue, and to their untutored minds has but a
shadowy existence. If they quarrel with their employers upon
a question of wages for work done, they can appeal to the law,
but they do so with no feeling of confidence, for they have to
abide by the decision of officials who are as ignorant of Indian
dialects as incompetent to decide by experience upon the
merits of the complaint ; or if the magistrate refers them to
neighbouring planters, their decision is not unnaturally looked
upon with doubt.

To say that Coolies coming to Demerara meet with no hard-
ships would not be true. First of all, some of them have been
idle vagabonds in India, some of them criminals, who escape
the gaol or halter by emigrating ; and some of them lads who
have run away from home or school. Settled labour anywhere
to such a class is a hardship. To the mendicant and the Brah-
man it is very galling. Some of these people occasionally give
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employers a great deal of trouble, trying their temper and

patience much, and perhaps obliging them in the end to call in
the aid of the law, which planters are generally averse to do in
dealing with their labourers. The blame here must be laid on
the previous habits of the people. Some Coolies are delicate
when they come here, and change of climate produces sick-
ness, which increases the percentage of deaths during the first
years of residence. Some localities are not so healthy as
others, although you will meet with Coolies even in the worst
of these localities who have been fifteen and even twenty
years on the same estate. There.is in the Hindu Coolies,
notwithstanding their faults, which are indeed many, some-
thing which is worthy of notice: ¢ they have acquired a
civilization which shows in them all day long; which draws
the European to them and them to the European, whenever
the latter is worthy of the name of a civilized man, instinct-
ively, and by the mere interchange of glances; a civilization -
which must make it easy for the Englishman, if he will but do
his duty, not only to make use of these people, but to purify
and ennoble them.” One of the most gratifying features in
our system of introducing Coolie immigrants from India and
China is the rapidity with which these heathen men adapt their
habits and customs to the higher standard of the boasted
civilization of the English people who employ them. The
happy change was not so observable in the earlier years of
immigration, but latterly it has been very marked. Formerly,
it was an unknown occurrence to see a Coolie or a Chinaman
in the Insolvency Court ; but nowadays they file their
petition with all the nerve and independence of a freeborn
Briton or an affiliated Portuguese. Mr. Phillips had a Coolie
witness under examination in the Court on Saturday, June 24,
1882, and when the learned counsel asked the witness why he
made away with his shop by putting it in another man’s name,
the reply was, ¢ That is notting; White people do um same
ting, Coolie man must do um same like a White man.”
This answer stopped all further inquiry into the morality of the
witness’s conduct. The same witness claimed past acquaint-
anceship with the learned counsel, and amused the Court by
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exclaiming, ¢ Ow, Mass Pillup, you know me; da time you bin
da estate, me and you fight buildings house, and me lick you
dey.” The witness was just a little too much for Mr. Phillips,
who, trying to mollify him, remarked :— You, good lawyer,
na?” The witness at once indignantly replied, “Liar.! no,
me no liar.” The Coolies’ pronunciation of the word ¢lawyer”
is very peculiar, and leads one to suppose that they regard a
lawyer as a man addicted to mendacity. Of course they ought
to know better than this.

17. T am glad to remark here that since the publication of
my Guyanian Indians, in which the subject is referred to, the
vexed Huis ¢ Dieren Coolie Settlement—down the Arabian (Esse-
quiho) Coast—question has been disposed of. On this subject
the editor of the Colonist very judiciously in his issue of
December 16, 1881, remarks :—

“As Mr. Kirke remarked to some purpose, the scheme is
%!:ctica.lly an experiment so far as the Government of the
lony is concerned, though for the settlers themselves it
means a comfortable livelihood with the probability of a com-
petency by-and-bye, or comparative ruin, according as fortune
or misfortune may hap. The co-operative colonizing of Mr.
Thomas Hughes is admitted on all hands to have been a sad
failure in the now famous Rugby Colony, though it is at the
same time conceded that the execution rather than the conce
tion of the system was at fault. Mr. Hughes chose unsuitable
land for his location ; and not to speak of college-bred youths
fit for anything but the hard work so inseparable from pioneer
farming, the earth refused to yield its fruits in remunerative
c(])uantity. But a co-operative scheme for the colonizing of
oolies, under the practical wing of the British Guyana
Legislature, is widely different from a co-operative scheme for
the colonizing of curled dandies under the extravagant theo-
risms of Mr. Thomas Hughes. The settlers may be considered
to resign, concurrently with the transport from the Govern-
ment of their plot of ground, all reasonable prospect of
returning to their native land. They become Eart and parcel
of the soil, for, let joy or sorrow betide, British Guyana must
be their home. The experimental scheme commences under
happy auspices, though the prospective landholders must bave
difficulty in keeping hope alive in their breasts while the
preliminaries were being slowly rounded into the most



OUR INDIAN COOLIE IMMIGRANTS. 159

promising form. Several families who contemplated settle-
ment, despairing of their hopes ever being realized, availed
themselves of their back passages, the resuft being the loss of
many promising Colonists. It is better, however, to make
sure by slow means than to rush headlong into some ill-matured
scheme, the consequence of which might be disaster ; and it is
to be hoped that the success in store for the Huis t'Dieren
Settlement will make amends for the loss of those who have
gone, and will also encourage the Government to other
attempts of the same kind. There is no reason why British
Guyana should not become almost a second India. If not rich
in metals—though there are those who hold that it is—British
Guyana is still rich in internal resources, which, if developed,
might offer occupation and livelihood to some millions of in-
habitants.  According to the Acting Immigration Agent
General’s half-yearly returns, there are now 69,052 immigrants
in the Colony employed in sugar cultivation alone. After
acclimatization it is said that the Asiatic thrives even better
here than in his native home ; and if so, with the natural in-
crease of population the colonizing of every available spot of
land within the confines of the country—and at no terribly re-
mote date either—need not be regarded as a fi of speech.
The natural conditions are all present, and only those which
man himself must supply are yet to be called into existence.
It may be that the scheme which has germinated to-day may
prove the commencement of a new era for the Colony ; for if
success should be the upshot the Government will hardly stay
its hand, where there are so many broad acres awaiting the
hand of the husbandman. There is a great issue for the Colony
dependent on the Huis t'Dieren Settlement, and it will be the
sincere wish of every one that it may prosper. Of course the
trouble is not yet all over, for it is to be anticipated that some
of those who contemplated relinquishing their back passage in
lieu of land may take exception to something in the newly-
passed rules. But the Government have put themselves in the
gﬁ'tion of saying : ¢ There is the land ; and there is your

k passage—take either.’ If one will not have the land,
another probably will, just as in bargain-making everywhere.
And if the experiment suceeds there will be no lack of
applicants for exchange ; while if it should fail the difficulties
in the way of any succeeding attempt will be much enhanced.
Now that the preliminaries are fixed, operations will probably
be commenced as soon as possible ; and it cannot be more than
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three or four years at the utmost before a fair idea may be
formed of how much or how little is to be expected from the
system now so nearly inaugurated.”

The entire scheme is, in other words, an attempt to establish
in the Colony, under the auspices of the authorities, a peasant
proprietary. There are some gentlemen, whose long ac-
quaintance with the Colony entitles their views to all respect,
and who are not antagonistic to the scheme, but who, never-
theless, doubt the success of the project. They fear the
element of cohesion, so necessary to success, will be wanting.
This is not an unreasonable view to take of the matter, re-
membering that each settler is absolutely uncontrolled in the
mode of cultivation he may adopt. It may be hoped, how-
ever, that the appointment of the Zamindar, under the direction
of the Immigration Department, to the general supervision of
the settlement will bring about the combination of effort
which is requisite to insure the success of the experiment.
The important question to the public is: Whether it will be
more to the benefit of the Colony to retain the best among the
acclimatized Coolies than to be charged with the cost of their
homeward passages.

18. The following are the Rules and Conditions for the
regulation of grants of land at plantation Huis t'Dieren to-
_ Indian immigrants in lieu of back passages to India : —

“1. Each Adult Immigrant who may desire to relinquish
all claim to a Back Passage to India may have an allotment
of Two Acres of Land for cultivation, and } of an acre suit-
able for a place of residence.

2. Children between 10 and 15 years of age, may receive
Two Acres of land for cultivation, but no village lot.

3. Children between the age of 1 and 1.0 years may receive
a grant of } an acre of land. .

““4. The lands shall be allotted to the applicants in regular
and continuous order according to the priority of their appli-
cations: Provided that His Excellency the Governor reserves
to himself the right to refuse an allotment to any Immigrant
whom, on account of physical incapacity or moral obliquity,
he may consider unsuited for the settlement.

“5, The Government will fence in a portion of ground for
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a grazing ground to be used by the settlers in common in such
proportions as the Zemindar may decide.

8. The Government will deliver to the settlers the front
and back dam kokers, main drainage trenches, and public
road in thorough order and repair, and will continue to main-
tain the same, but after the first cost of repair has been paid
by the Government the land will be held liable to subsequent
expenses under such special or general scheme as may here-
after be determined.

“7.. The settlers will have the opportunity of being employed
on these works at a reasonable rate of wages.

“8. The Government will be prepared to carry out any
scheme of irrigation which may be devised by the settlers, and
the cost of which with interest they will agree to repay by a
water rate.

“9, The Government will take the necessary proceedings
to eject all squatters from Huis ¢’ Dieren and Middlesez.

¢10. Transports of the Land will be given to settlers as
soon as possible after the lands are allotted and occupied ;
provided that at the same time and place each settler shall
relcase the Government of British Guiana from all obligation
to furnish him or her with a free passage to India.

“11. The Zemindar, under the direction of the Immigra-
tion Agent General, shall exercise a general supervision over
the Immigrants, and shall settle any little disputes that may
arise between them. :

«12. It is proposed to establish a Dispensary on the Estate
to be visited at least twice a week by the District Medical
Officer ; the fee for his advice to be 32 cents for Immigrants
applying at the Dispensary, and 48 cents for visits to their

ouses,

“Settled and approved by the Governor and Court of
Policy, this 16th day of December, 1881.
“By Command,
«GEO. MELVILLE,
¢« Acting Secretary.” .

Some months after these “Rules ahd Conditions” were
passed by th® Honourable Court of Policy, the Honourable
Robert W. 8. Mitchell, new Immigration Agent General,
arrived in the Colony, and, after visiting the abandoned sugar -

. M
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estate of Huis t'Dieren, found the scheme in the aggregate to
be unworkable. As a consequence the ‘Rules and Condi-
tions ” have been rescinded en bloc ; and although the progress
of the Settlement may be impeded for the present, much ulti-
mate benefit may be calculated upon. Under the regulations
referred to, each adult immigrant whose term of indenture had
expired was to receive, in lieu of back passage, two acres of
land, and half an acre for village lot—not one-fourth, as was
one day stated in the Court of Policy. Children over ten
and below fifteen years of age were to receive two acres of land
for cultivation, but no village lot, while children between one
and ten might receive half an acre of land.

Looking at the two latter provisions, it will be seen at once
that they were calculated to encourage what has been so
energetically deprecated, viz., the possession of more land by
one man than his means enable him to cultivate. To take a
not very extreme instance, there might be four children of one
couple between ten and fifteen years of age, and between one
and ten there might be five. The four children between ten
ahd fifteen would have a collective claim on eight acres, and
the five between one and ten on two and a half acres—or ten
and a half acres in all, and aggregating fifteen and a half when
added to the allotments of the parents. Any one who is at
all acquainted with the amount of labour necessary to cultivate
the eoil in Demerara will at once recognize that with such
rules in existence the Settlement would contain the elements
of its own destruction. Although yielding its fruits in rich
profusion when efficiently tilled, local agriculture requires
more vigour than the tickle with a hoe, spoken of by Sydney
Smith, as the sole preliminary to a bountiful harvest. Mr.
Russell’s estimate of a Coolie's cultivating capabilities is two
acres, and as, in the hypothetical case above alluded to, the
greater part of the family would be non-efficient for several
years to come, the ineyitable consequence would be the partial
cultivation of the entire allotment, or the abandonment to
nature of all but a small portion. Under the rules now pro-
posed the allotment to an immigrant and his wife will remain
as before ; and the condition to the obtaining of three acres
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more will be the parentage of a family three in number. The
Scriptural injunction is thus backed up by the offer of a sub-
stantial premium, and it is to be presumed that if the land at
Huis t'Dieren is at all worth the having its multiplication and
replenishment by the Eastern race will not be of slow progress.
A powerful argument in favour of the new regulations pro-
posed by Mr. Mitchell is, that they have already been tried in
Trinidad and found to work with fair satisfaction, and it is to
be hoped that their introduction in Demerara will result as
felicitously for all concerned.



CHAPTER IX.
OUR CREOLE BLACK LABOURERS.

1. The word “ Creole,” often used in the Colony, does not
mean black or coloured, any more than it does white. When
Guyana was first colonized as it was by Spain, Creole was
taken to mean a native of Spanish America, of European, &c.,
descent. But after other nations settled in the West Indies,
the word has the more easily understood definition of a de-
scendant of a settler or of a Colonist. The meaning of the
word was not changed, only, as other countries besides Spain
came in, it applied to them as well as to Spain. Thus, the
children of two Africans from Gambia are to the present day,
a8 they always have been, called Creoles of Demerara, in the
same way that the children of an Englishman and an English-
woman from London, or a Scotchman and a Scotchwoman
from Lanarkshire, are called Creoles, or the issue between a
woolly-headed Negress and a red-haired Scotchman. This is
the true application and use of the word ¢ Creole;” but
in general use it is intended to signify the natives of the
Colony of mixed blood, and is a term also in general use for the
black labouring population, of whom we have ‘a large popula-
tion in the Colony. I havealready in Chapter VI. pointed out
the fact that several from this class have raised themselves
to higher positions than being mere ordinary agricultural
labourers, &c.

2. The constitution of society in British Guyana, and indeed
throughout the West Indies, is very peculiar. The one human
race, of one blood only, is cut up or divided into three distinct
classes or castes,—the Whites or the Europeans, who are the
lords of the soil ; the Coloured people, the result of unholy,
ungovernable passions of the monsters of iniquity of olden
days ; and the Blacks, whose parents and grand-parents were
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held in hopeless bondage. To these may be added the Indian,
Chinese, and Portuguese Coolies or labourers, who have come
to the Colony and formed their own societies. The coloured
race look down upon the blacks and form no association with
them, but the respectable class among them more or less
associate with the whites, and the whites, considering them-
selves to be a highly superior race, look down upon both
the coloured and black people with scorn and derision. There
was a time in the history of the Colony when ¢ the mean
white tyrant master ” looked upon a coloured or black man
not as a fellow creature, not as a brother man, not as a human
being responsible to his Creator for the talent entrusted to
him, but as a chattel—property—no better, except in pecuniary
value, than his mule or his dog. Happily times are changed :
all stand now on an equality with each other in the eye of the
law, in the eye of God, and in the eye of the world. There
is, however, no denying the fact that many Europeans—
Englishmen and Scotchmen—some time after they have lived
i