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TO

Tur Ricrr Honour4aBLE

_HENRY DUNDASS,

Sir,

IN the little Journey in w}uch I made the
followmg remarks, I looked about me,—perhaps
with a carelefs,—perhaps with a purblind eye;—
but, certainly with the anxiety of an honeft Briton,

jealous for the honour, jealous for the profperity of -

his country: And I thought, that I could difcern
the natural circumftances, and the fair accidental
advantages which feemed favourable refpetively, to
the induftry, the virtue,. the wealth, the happinefs
of the inhabitants of the different parts of Scotland
which I had occafion to viﬁt,’—-to.be,b every where,

happily feconded by the principles of the Britifh -

Conftitution, and the canduét of his Majefty’s pre-
fent Adminiftration. Ithought, that I could equally
diftinguith Improvement, in thofe places, in which
its progréfs appeared flow, ftationary, or retrograde,
to be there checked by fomething {unfavourable in
their natural circumftances, or by accidental difad-
vantages; not by the negligence or injuftice of the
Britith Legiflature, or by the weaknefs or partiality
of the fervants of the Executive Government.

. THE



iv DEDICATION.

THe medley of eraiivé and refle@tion in which
I have detailed thofe obfervations, has, I fear, little
elegance of compofition,—little that is new, impor-
tant, or curioufly minute in faéts,—few proofs of
~ any enlarged comprehenﬁon of intelleCt,—and few
marks of depth or nicety of difcernment, to recom-
mend it to notice. And there is a confiderable
fhare of lighter mattér intermingled.

Yz, I prefume to dedicate it to yqu, Sir, in the
perfuafion, that, to a Minifter, who, without fthun.
ning, without courting popular applaufe, feeks only
the welfare of his country, and the honour of his
Sovereign, and ‘purfues thefe objeéts with the zeal,
the judgment, the knowledge, the energy neceffary
to command fuccefs ;—to a Man whofe fteady virtue
and abilities, thus confpire with the confidence of
his country, to give a generous elevation to his cha-
ra&ter,—~Nothing fuggefted by a modeft joy in the
national profperity, and a modeft wifh to fee that

_profperity permanent,—can be altogether unaccep.
table,—c¢ven from a young man fo very low and
“obfcure as,

SR,
Your moft obedient ‘
Mf;;»;alec;,s } and very humble fervant,
ROBERT HERON,
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ADVERTISEMENT.

Unaccomranizp with Engravings, and publifbed in
detached volumes ; this Work appears under confiderable
difadvantages. The fecond wolume containing among
other things the Author’s obfervations on Galloway and
Ayr-fbire, and on the great [eats of manufalluring in-
‘duftry in the fbires of Renfrew, Lanerk, and Stirling,
will probably be found more interefting than the prefent.
Reviewing his work, when the charm of novelty and
the ardour of compofition are over ; the author finds it
Jo very imperfect, in his own ¢ffimation, that he dares
bardly hope for the notice of the Public, or the mercy of
the Critic. The fecond wolume will appear within ¢
Jew weeks.

EDINBURGH, May 21, 1993.




REASONS ’
WHICH INDUCED ME TO COLLECT THE MATERIALS

OF THE PRESENT WORK.

IT is difficult to reconcile the habits of ftudious,
with thofe of adtive life. The advantages natural.
ly attached to one of thefe modes of employment .
are not eafily communicated to the other. He
who retires to cultivate his underflanding in Kis
clofet, is liable to lofe that dexterity of hand, and
* that quick perfpicacity of eye, which are acquired or
improved in a&ive external employments and a-
mufements. The buftle of a&ive life, again, is
commonly unfavourable to our powers of Recollec-
tion, of Reafoning, and of Abftra&tion. Books
turn us to theoretic fpeculation: and the bufinefs
of the world has fome tendency to unfit the Imagi-
nation, and the Reafoning Faculty for that exercife.
Men of ftudy often have their minds filied with ge-
neral notions, without a due proportion of parti-

Von. I A cular



L 21
cular fa&ts ; men of bufinefs are fomenmes capable
of little elfe than minute details,

WaviNe been, for a feries of years, fubjeGed to
many of the inconveniencies, although perhaps,
~ without reaping many of the advantages of a life
of ftudy and retirement: I lately refolved "to try

the benefits of a fthort excurfion through fome parts

«of my native country. I pleafed myfelf with the
hope that I might, in this way, quicken my powers of
obfervation, by the view of thofe numberlefs, un-
conneded particulars, which, in every country, meet
the traveller’s eye. Among fuch a diverfity of
obje@s, fome are unavoidably interefting. And
~ wherever the mind is interefted, its attention is
engaged. It is thus roufed from that languor into
which, in'long confinement within a narrow fphere,
it is apt to fink. Its faculties gain a new elafticity
and energy, and become capable of nobler exer-

" tioms. A city and a fedentary life, efpecmlly when

one moves not in a very extenfive, focial circle,
have a tendency to deaden and relax all the firmer
nerves of the foul. . Thefe, diverfity of focial con-
verfe, and varied afpeds of nature and of life will
beft reftore to their proper tone.

TRAVELLING, t00, to him who is, in any de-

gree, more capable of obfervation, than a poft
: horfe
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horfe, 'muft prove a diffinc? and highly beneficial
kine of fudy. There are certain clafles' of the Arts,
and of the objects of Tafte, with which an acquaint-
ance cannot be obtained otherwife than by travel-
ling, to examine them in their natural fituations.

" Of the operations of Agriculture, for inftance, lit-

tle knowledge can be gained from boeks-alone: We

will not cafily conceive in what manner nature and

human induftry confpire to make the earth yield’
her vegetable flores in the richeft abundance; un-

lefs we view the growing crop in the various ftages

of its progrefs, and obferve the feties of the huf-

bandman’s labours. The minuter arts of life, too,
which are not practifed by diftin& clafles of artizans,

but by every individual, or every family, for them.

felves, can become known to us only by the fame

aftual obfervation. Nor ‘can books ever form the

Tafte to judge of the beauties of natural or orna-

mented fcenery. The naturalift, in like manner,

finds his' moft interefting cabinet in the wide range

in which nature has ongmally dxfpofed all the fob-

jetts of his fcence. -Nay, it were endlefs to enu-
‘merate. the different branches of knowledge which

are to be acquired either folely, or at leaft moft ad-

mtageonﬂy, in travelling. : LT

IN_fudying the Civil Hiftory and Antmum?: of my
country; I had found the defcriptions and araughts
A 4 of



L +1
of the Geographer and the Land-Surveyor infuffi-
cient to enable me always to follow the hiftorian or
antiquarian with all the certainty I defired.” Every
one knows how unintelligible allufions to place muft -
always prove, when the relative fituation of the
place is not underftood. Defcriptive poetry is, for
this reafon, glways languid, unlefs where it exhibits
-only the more general features of the fcenery. The
barrows, the moats, the veftiges of camps, and the
remains of towns and caftles fcattered through dif-
ferent parts of Scotland, can be but imperfedly
known to him who has examined them only in the
¢onfufed accounts of antiquarians. The fields where
our moft eventful battles have been fought caunnot
be diftinétly conceived by the imagination which
‘has nothing but the hiftorian’s narrative to aid it.
It is pleafing, likewife, to examine what changes
the {cenes diftinguifhed by the events of former
times have fince undergone; where the foreft has
mouldered down int6 a mofs; or where the impaf-
fable morafs has been improved by induftry into 2
garden. Still more interefting is it, to compare the
prefent language and manners of the inhabitants of
any particular diftri@ witl thofe anciently afcribed
to them ; and to' trace the fluttuations they have
fuffered, and the c1rcumﬁances by which thefe have
‘been oecafioned.

I na»
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I BAD alfo formed fome gencral ideas concerning the
principles of civil policy, trade, and national indufiry,
the truth or fallacy of which I wifhed to prove by
an examination and induéion of correfponding fats.
Only by feeking opportunities of converfing with
intelligent traders and manufalturers; of enquiring ,
into the negociations of trade, and viewing the
~ operations. of manufa@uring induftry ; of acquaint.
ing myfelf with the atual ftate of manners and of
police, of the different branches of public ceconomy,
and of the eftablifhments for the diftribution of juf~’
tice ;—did it feem probable that I might attain the
knowledge of thofe facts which I was thus anxious
to colledt. o :

Tax feelings of the beart, too, may be bettered by a
furvey of the varied fcenery of one’s native coun-
try ; by rémarking the character and condition of
its various inhabitants, and beholding how greatly
* their ingenious induftry has improved the conve-
niencies of nature. The attachments of patriotifm
are thus cherifhed in the breaft. ~ A generous defire
that one may alfo contribute a mite, however fmall,
to the fervice of ene’s country, is awaked in the
Joul. An emulation of worth and dignity of cha-
ra&er is excitéd; and mean manners, and vicious
condudt are regarded mth increafing abhorrence." .

: Wl'i‘g
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WitH thefe views in my mind, I prepared to
leave Edinburgh in the beginning of Auguft, 1792.
I faw that fuch advantages might be gained in an
excurfion through fome of the more interrefting
parts of Scotland. I could not indeed flatter my-
felf, that I fhould be able to feize them all. The
time, and the expence which I had to fpare, were
not confiderable enough to enable me to gain many
- of them. But, fuch confiderations as the above, fer-
ved to make me fet out with pleafure on my little
tour, and to examine, with an eye of intereft and
curiofity the objets which occurred to my obfer- |
wvation. ’ ' R

Or the faéts which I had an opportunity to gather,
1 trufted few to memory ; but carefully noted down,
as I obferved. With local fa&s I could not help in-
terfperfing thofe general principles to which my
mind infenfibly referred them. I was fometimes
led to recolle the tranfactions of paft times; and
fometimes hurried on by imagination to conceive
the poffibilities of futurity. I confined not my views
to any one particular tra® of obfervation and en-:
quiry. I was neither a fentimental, an agricultural,
a commercial, a virtuofo, nor an antiquarian tra-
weller ; but a fort of compound of all thefe. Every
- clafs of obje&s, and almoft every obje& had more
er lefs of my attention. Only, I believe, it might

- . ~ have
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have been better, if I had been either more a mere
matter of fact man, or a more vigorous thinker. ,

Tue medley of narrative, obfervation, and re-
flexion, which I have formed, I commit, fuch as it
is, to the candour of the public. Perhaps it may
yield entertainment ; perhaps it may convey fome
inftrudtion. If it fhall be acknowlcdged to afford
cither, I fhall be well pleafed.



-~



JOURNEY

THROUGH THE WESTERN PARTS
OF

SCOTLAND.

From EpinBurcH to the Sours Ferry.

Y the middle of Auguft, Edinburgh is com.
monly deferted by all the migratory part of its
inhabitants, whether people of gaiety, of ftudy, or
of bufinefs. The places of public amufement are
fhut up ; -the Parliament-houfe is left in empty foli-
tude and filence; the college-gates are no longer
thronged : only a few paflengers faunter here and
there, through the ftreets: the fhopkeepers hang
idly in their doors ; and fuch of them as fancy them-
felves perfons of tafte begin to think of repairing,
for half a'week, to fome fathionable watering-place.
It was about this time that the allurements of the
country drew me from Edinburgh.

Havineg, on the preceding year, travelled, on
horfeback, at an earlier time in the feafon, over
the firft part of the route I now intended to take;

Vor. L B I refolved,



10 JOURNEY THROUGH

I refolved, on the prefent occafion, to prefer the
ftage-coach. I had been very little accuftomed to-
the motion of wheeled carriages; and never before
“to the chance-company of a ftage-coach: for both
thefe reafons, therefore, this mode of travelling was.
recommended to me by its novelty. Of the amufe-
ment to be found among the accidental aflemblage
of mutual ftrangers with which a ftage-coach is of-
ten filled, I had indeed conceived fanguine ideas.
I fancied, that I might perhaps meet with fome
fingular oddities of charaéter, perhaps with fome
wonder of good fenfe and intelligence; that I
thould be entertained with the lofty ftrangenefs and
filence which my company would at ficft maintain ;.
~—with the gracious airs which each would, by de-
grees, condefcend te affume, in order to encourage
what he might deem the timidity of the reft j——
with their awkward attempts at difguife of charac-
ter and fituation, through which the cloven-foot
could hardly fail to appear ;—with the ardour ef
mutual kindnefs, and the cagernefs to oblige and
entertain, to which all would probably be wrought
up j—and with the fullennefs and ennui into which
all were likely to fink back, when they fhould find,,
each his companions unwilling to allow his claims:
to importance:" that, be thefe things how they
might, I fhould at leat find my own obfervation
' . : of



PART OF SCOTLAND. 1%

of the objes on the way, affifted by the remarks
of my fellow-travellers. :

In thefe hopes I went to the Black-bull Inn, Re-
bertfon’s, and took a feat to Perth, in the Stage.
coach, or rather chaife, which runs between Edin-
burgh and Aberdeen. My fellow-travellers were
two young gentlemen going to Aberdeen, in whom -
I was indeed difappointed of the peculiar entertain-
ment I had expefted; as I difcovered nothing of
them, but that they were very amiable in their
manners, and fufficiently intelligent.

AT _about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, we
{eated ourfelves in the chaife; and the driver took
his poft. We had hardly fet out, when he percei-
ved fomething to be wrong about one of his wheels, .
and .afterwards fomething to be equally fo about
the faftening of our baggage. We remained in the
chaife, in the middle of Prince’s Street, till all was
reitified. In the mean time, I could not help re-
gretting, that a fireet fo elegant as Prince’s Street,
and which is frequented by the gay and faihlonable,
as the Mall of our metropolis, thould be Teated fo
immediately over a foetid marth, and fhould enjoy
no better a front profpe@ than that of the empty
bafon which once contained the North Loch, now
gwkwardly, although ufefully divided by an earth-

B2 en



12 JOURNEY THROUGH

en mound,—and of the foky, irregular bu:ldmgs
on the north fide of the Old Town. The Caftle is
too near, to form an objet of grandeur in the
profpe&. The fpire lately erected on the Weft-
Kirk, has, however, a fine effe&, efpecially in hazy
weather, when feen from the Eaftern end of Prin-
ce’s Street. This ftreet, and the whole line of
buildings in the New Town ftill continue to be car-
ried farther) weftward. Many new houfes are, at
the fame time rifing through the Old Town, and
indeed on all quarters of Edinburgh. Yet, I fear,
that the population, and the opulence of this City
do not, at prefent, increafe in the proportion of
the buildings. Families now occupy more room,
and require more elegant accommodation than for-
" merly. Befides, when any particular tra& of in-
duftry has been opened and entered upon, it can-
not be, all at once deferted, even although it fhall
have ceafed to be highly advantageous. The build-
ers and their workmen, haviag in a great meafure
fupplied the firft, eager demands of the citizens of
Edinburgh for new and more elegant houfes, are
now obliged to content' themfelves with fmaller
profits, and to hazard greater rifks, rather than
forfake the line of employment which they have
“been accuftomed to purfue. This circumftance
proves advantageous to the citizens;in general; af-
fording them a greater choice of houfes, whether

te

i



PART OF SCOTLAND. 13

to purchafe or to rent, and thofe, by confequence,
at more moderate rates.

‘OuRr driver, at length, fatisfied himfelf and us,
that he had made all fafe. He then mounted and
drove on. As we advanced, Pentland hills, with
an intervening tract of rich, cultivated, and orna-
mented country appeared on our left. But, in the
confinement of the chaife, we had only an imper-
fect glimpfe of that profpet. We foon after left
Drumiheugh, a feat of the earl of Moray’s, on our
right hand; and, within a little, found ourfelves
crofling the water of Leith. On the left, on the
fouthern bank of the river, and immediately above
the bridge, we obferved a confiderable depth and
extent of quarry, cut in a whin-rock. Heaps of
ftones ftood ready drefled, fome for paving, others
for building. Incruftations of fpar appeared over
the rock.

ArProACHING the bridge, we had remarked the
gardens adjoining to the houfe of Deanes, which
cover the flope of a hill, on the weftern fide of
which the river pafless. The produétions of thofe
gardens are fold in the markets of Edinburgh. In
fummer they are occafionally vifited by parties who
come to eat the ftrawberries and other fummer-
fruits, where they grow. Adjoining to thofe gar-

dens,
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dens, on the eaft fide, are the grounds of Dean-
Haugh : and, at the eaftern termination of the hill,
ftands the houfe of Dean-Haugh, built, in the ftyle
of an old Gothic edifice. It was the tafte and anti-
quarian fkill of the late Walter Rofs, W. S. that
gave it this form. I know not whether any ancient
building ever ftood here. But, the fituation is one
of thofe which our forefathers were accuftomed to
prefer for their houfes. The fame tafte which gave
its antique afpe& to the houfe, has in like manner,
prefided in the ornamenting of the narrow domain
belonging to it. Of the late poffefior I cannot help
adding, that his furviving acquaintance fpeak in
very warm language of his knowledge in law, of
his tafte for antiquities, of his wit, humour, and
talents for convivial converfation.

NEearLry oppofite to the houfe. of Dean-Haugh,
and on the fouthern fide of the'river, is St Ber-
nard’s Well ; a fpring of mineral water, mineraliz-
ed, I believe, by what is called, in the modern lan-
guage of Chemiftry, fulphurated hydrogenous gas.
* The northern bank affords another fpring or two
of the fame charatter. It fhould feem, from the
denomination, that St Bernard’s Well muft have
-been known by its medicinal qualities in the days
of Popery. The fame powers were then afcribed
¢o Saints, which had been attributed by the ancient

' heathens -
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heathens to their hoft of Divinities. Every thing
was zealoufly put under the protection of fome
fint or other. This mineral fpring muft have heen
then dedicated to St Bernard, whofe name it has
fince retained. Its virtues had, however, been for
a confiderable time, overlooked by the inhabitants
of the neighbourhood. The citizens of Edinburgh
repaired eagerly to diftant watering-places, without
enquiring, whether they might find medicinal wa-
ter at home. But, within thefe few years, Lord
Gardenftone became* proprietor of St Bernard’s
Well. His Lordthip’s well known philanthrophy
and public fpirit immediately fuggefted to him the
poflibility of rendering its waters mote ufeful to
the public. He has, at a very confiderable expence, -
built an handfome Grecian edifice over the fpring,
in which the waters are diftributed by a proper per-
fon, and at a very trifling price, to every one that

_ thirfieth for them. His Lordfhip’s endeavours have

accomplithed his purpofe. The citizens of Edin-
burgh are now perfuaded, that thefe waters are fa-
lutary in various cafes; and have, particularly, a
fingular tendency to give a good breakfafting appe-
tite; in confequence of which, old and young,

" males and females, have, for thefe two or three lalt

fummers, crowded to pay their morning refpeds
to Hygeia in the chapel which Lord Gardenftone
has erected to her.

AT
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At a fmall diftance weftward from the well ftand
large Mills in which the bakers of Edinburgh have
a confiderable part of their flour prepared. On ei-
ther hand, whether weftward or eaftward from the
bridge, the banks of this river prefent a range
of fcenery, cultivated and ornamented, as be-
comes the vicinity of a great city. Towards Leith,
the profpe¢t is wonderfully rich. Several {fmall vil-
lages are fcattered on the fouthern bank. On the
northern, the houfes of Mr Rochead, and of Mr
Muir are two of the handfemett villas that Scotland
has to boaft of. This whole plain is indeed fo be-
fprinkled with handfome doxes, and divided into fo
many little ornamented domains, as to befpeak ftri-
kingly the increafing opulence of the citizens of
Edinburgh, their tafte for the more elegant conve-
niencies of life, and their paffion for the enjoyment
and the dignity conneéted with the pofleflion of a
country-feat.—Weftward, the banks of this river
difplay fewer villas, gardens, and ornamented fields;
but they exhibit that perfetion of agriculture,
which the hufbandman is naturally prompted to
cultivate, when he finds a ready market for the
moft valuable produétions which his grounds can
be improved to raife ; wheat, barley, oats, potatoes,
turnips, and thofe graffes which afford the beft hay
and green pafture. Befide finding a ready market
for the articles which they raife, farmers in the vi-

cinity
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cinity of a great town have alfo the advantage of
obtaining the richeft of all manures from its ftreets,
and from the public jakes. !

As we advanced towards Queensferry, we had ftill
under our eyes a rich and fertile country. The gen-
tlemen’s houfes on' either hand were numerous.
Even the farm houfes are uncommonly neat and
feemingly commodious. The fields were covered
with luxuriant crops, which, through the unufual
wetnefs of the feafon, had yet afflumed very little of
a yellow hue. Dry ftone-walls of a decent firuc-
ture, divided them from the road: The interfecs
tions were formed chiefly by ditches and green fen-
ces. Clumps of wood were fcattered here and
there, as the waving inequalities of the ground, or
other circumftances had dire@ted. On the north.
eaftern fide of the highway, and at no great dif-
tance beyond the Water of Leith, is a quarry of
what fpecies of ftone I did not learn: but, I be-
lieve, that the builders of Edinburgh are furnifhed
frem it with large mafles,—perhaps of grey granite.
‘Where men are affembled in great numbers, every
-thing becomes valuable. Thofe articles which na-
ture affords in fuch abundance, that, in other pla-
ces the appropriation of them is unneceflary, are
matters for fale and purchafe in the neighbourhood

* Vor. L. C , of
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of a great city: water comes there to be fold by
meafure, and ftones by weight.

We had foon a glimpfe of the Forth, and a view -
of the fouthern fide of the rich county of Fife.
The eye wandered, with delight, over. one of the
moft populoys, fertile, and cultivated territories.in
Scotland. Its coals, its limeftone, its abundant
crops, its thriving manufacturing villages, and the
high rents which tenants are there enabled to pay
to their landlords, witheut impoverithing them-
felves, occurred all together to the mind, and gave,
infenfibly, a new charm to- the landfcape. As-the
Firth opened more fully to the view, the heart was
fwelled with emotions of fublimity and pleafure.
Its noble width, its influence on the induftry and
opulence of the adjoining country, the creations of
human Art along its banks, the fleets of trade, or
of war which its Roads have fheltered, the times
‘when it conftituted-a boundary of the Roman Em.
pire, and when it protected the Saxons from the
incurfions of the Scots, already vicorious over the
Pics,—crowded all into the train of thought which
now pafled through my mind. I was thus led to
. refle&t on the benignity with which the author of
‘mature has ordered the relative difpofition of land
and water in a manner highly favourable to-human
induftry and happinefs; on the power of man to

fubdue:
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fubdue the ftubbornnefs of nature, and to mukiply -
wanderfully, by ingenious art, the conveniencies
which nature affords ; and oh the varying afpects
which the face of a country affumes with the vari-
ous fluctuations of civil life.

In a fhort time, we reached the South Ferry;
which has been named Queensferry, in confequence
of being the paffage by which Margaret, Queen to
our Malcolm III. ufed to crofs the Forth, on her
way to and from Dunfermline, where fhe chiefly -
refided. The Royal Burgh of Queensferry lies a-
long the fouthern bank of the Forth. It is not
large. What nymber of inhabitants it may con.
tain, I know not. Nor am I better informed, in
refpe to the induftry or trade of its citizens. Con-
fiderable quantities of foap were, not many years
fince, manufactured here; but, I believe, that this
manufacture has been greatly checked by the fevere
exadtion of the Excife Duties. ’

AT no great diftance above the town of Queens-
ferry ftands Hopeton-Houfe, a fine feat belonging
to the noble family of Hopeton. Frequent excur-
fions are made from Edinburgh to Queensferry, by
parties who come to view this houfe, and the fur-
rounding pleafure-grounds. Thefe I have only feen
at a diftance ; and, therefore, cannot enter into a

Ca2 particular
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particular defcription -of them. I am, however,
tempted to mention (what I have learned, while
extending the notes of my journey), that the citi-
zens of Queensferry have lately received a moft
agreeable proof of the vicinity of Hopeton-Houfe,
in a prefent of £ 200, from the Earl and Countefs
of Hopeton, for the benefit of their burgh.

Tris Ferry is one of the moft frequented paffages
over the Forth. The others are by the ferry-boats
" between Leith and Pettycur, and by the bridge of
Stirling. Stage-coaches between Aberdeen, Perth,

and Edinburgh run this way. The intercourfe be-
‘tween the Mid-Highlands and the South-eaftern
parts of Scotland is chiefly in this line. And a
good number of carriers travel, this way, weekly,
or oftener. Travelling by this ferry, upon a for-
mer occafion, I remember to have here met a drove

- of Dutch or Flemith herfes, of a great fize, which,

having been .accidentally landed fomewhere on the
Eaft coalt of Fife, were conveyed by this way to
-Leith, the port to which they had been configned.
Upon the prefent occafion, we were met at the fer
ry, by a company of reapers from the Highlands, |
who were going fouthward, to affift in the dabours
of the harveft : for the Highlanders, if an idle race,
are fo, from the circumftances of their country,

pot
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not through unwillingnefs to earn the comforts of
life by honeft induftry.

I amforry, I cannot fay of the Inn at the South.
Ferry, that it is more than tolerable.

Sovrra Ferrr to K.wxoss

AFTER waiting fome time, till a boat which was
in the middle of -the Firth when we came within
fight, arrived, and landed its freight; we entered
it, and proceeded to the oppofite thore. The paf-
fenger enjays a fine profpect from the middle of the.
Firth. At Qxeensferry it is fuddenly -contraded,

by the projection of the land on the northern fhore,
to the breadth of two miles; but, fprcads out, al-
moft immediately, towards the Weft, into-a beau-
tiful and capacious bay. The view extends weft-
ward, nearly to Stirling; and eaftward ‘to the
mouth of the Firth, near the ifle of May. The eye
gazes, by turns, ‘on the coaft of Lothian, and en
that of Fife; fometimes fixes for a few moments,
on the ifles of Inch-Colm and Inch-Garvy; and is
then perhaps cauglit by the fmoke arifing from the
falt-pans and fire-engines .of Burrowftounnefs; or
temarks, on the northern thore, Lord Elgin’s lime
works, Rofythecaftle and Dunibriffel, a feat belonging

Q.
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to the Earl of Murray ; while Burnt-Ifland, the road
of Leith, and Edinburgh caftle are feen in diftant
perfpe@ive. On the ifle of Inch-Garvy is a ruinous
fortification which was repaired, I believe, when
the late Paul Jones threatened thefe coafts. In this
paffage, I faw, for the firft time, feveral porpoifes,
a well-known fpecies of fithes, abounding in this
Firth. Their carcafes afford a proportion of oil
which renders them not unworthy of the fither-
‘man’s pains, The form is not unlike that of a hog.
Divers fea-fowls hovered over, or floated before us.

WHILE carried in fecurity acrofs the Firth, I was
infenfibly led to reflet on the amazing improve-
ment of Scottifh dexterity and fkill in naval mat-
ters, fince the time when the navigation even of
this Firth was reckoned perilous.  Such, indeed,
was, anciently, the danger of thipwreck on our
coafts in the winter-months, that a law was enaéted
in the reign of James III, and was afterwards, fre--
quently renewed,—enjoining ; ¢ That there be na
{chip frauched out of the realm, with any ftaple
gudes, fra the feaft of Simon’s day and Jude, unto
the feaft of the purification of our Lady, called
Candelmafs *.”” It was at an earlier period, pro-
bably, than the inftitution of this decree, that ma-
ny of the Scottith nobles were loft in the Firth, in

' ap
* James III. Parl. 2. Chap. 15,
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an expedition on which they were fent ont, at
an unfortunate feafon, under a Sir Patrick Spence.
The ballad in which this mournful event is record-
ed, having been frequently fung to me, in my infant
years, rifes to my remembrance, accompanied by

fo many pleafing adventitious aflociations, that I

cannot forbear inferting it here. It is a {pecimen
of the poetry and the language, and is defcriptive
of the manners of the Saxonifed Scots,—poflibly of
the thirteenth or the fourteenth centuries. Dun-
fermline feems to have been, then, a favounte feat
of the Scottifh fovereigns.

The king fits in Dumferling toune,
Drinking the blude-reid wine:

O whar will I get a gude failor,
To fail this fchip of mine ?

Up and fpak an eldern knight,
Sat at the king’s richt kne:

Sir Patrick Spence is the beft failor
That fails upon the fe.

The king has written a braid letter,
And fign’d it wi’ his hand ;

And fent it to Sir Patrick Spence,
‘Was walking on the fand.

The firft line that Sir Patrick red, ‘
A loud lauch lauched he; T
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The next line that Sir Patrick ved,
The teir blinded his. ee.

" O wha is this has don this deed,

This ill deed don to me;
To fend me out, this time o’ the zeir,
To fail upon the fe ?

Mak hafte, mak hafte, my mirry men all,
Our guid fchip fails the morne.

O fay na fae, my maifter deir,
For I feir a deadlie ftorme.

Late, late yeftreen, 1 faw the new moone,
W37’ the auld moone in her arme;

And I feir, I feir, my deir mafter,
That we will come to barme.

O our Scots nobles wer richt laith
To weet their cork-heil’d fchoone

But lang owre @’ the play wer play’d,
Thair hats they fwam aboone. |

O lang, lang may thair ladies fit,
‘Wi’ thair fans into their hand,

Or eir they fe Sir Patrick Spence
Cum failing to the land.

O lang, lang may the ladies ftand
Wi thair gold kems in their hair,
Waiting for their ain deir lords,
For they'll f¢ them na mair.
: ' Have
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‘Have owre, have owre to Aberdour,
Its fifty fathom deip:
. And thair lies guid Sir Patrick Spence,
‘Wi’ the Scots lords at hjs feit.

So frail were then the ftouteft veflels in the Scot-
tith navy ; fo fearful its moft fkilful mariners; fo
difficult the navigation of the Firth of Forth! Be-
fide thefe circumftances, this ballad commemorates
fads illuftrative of the manners of thofe times. It
was then a fathion, it fhould feem, prevalent a-
mong the nobility to wear cork-heeled thoes. The
ladies ufed fans, and wore no ornament on their
heads, except a metal comb, confining the hair.
The hat, not the Scottith blue bonnet, was the fa-
fhionable covering for the heads of the men.—Nor
are thefe fimple ftrains’ deftitute of poetical merits.
There is a beauty in the manner in which Sir Patrick
Spence is reprefented as paffing haftily from his reflec-
tions on the probable danger to which he was injudi-
cioully or mahcmuﬂy expofed, to give orders for the
neceflary preparations for the voyage ; in the image
introduced by the failor who withes to divert him

" from his purpofe ; in the abrupt tranfition to the

fatal confequences of this ill-timed voyage ; and in
the images by which the diftrefs of its mifcarriage
is marked.

Vor. L D. . WHILE
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WHILE my thoughts were, thus, infenfibly with-

drawn from the prefent feenes, our boat reached

“the northern fhore; and I was roufed from my
mufing, by my fellow paflfengers ftepping eagerly
upon the land.

- * Near the North Ferry are conﬁdemble‘ maffes of

granite, ‘difpofed in perpendicular ftacks. Above

thefe is a reddith- earth full of friable, micaceous
nodules. In thefe granite rocks, extenfive quarries
have been cut, and the ftones carried to pave the
fircets of London. The village, called the North.
Ferry, is much fmatler than the oppofite’ burigh on:
the fouthern fhore. It is probably of equal anti-
quity. Here ftood' once a chapel which was en-

dowed by Robert'], and religious fervice: perform- -

ed in it by the monks of Dunfermline.

ABERDOUR, mentioned in the laft Stanza of the
above ballad, is-the name of a parith and a village,

fituated Eaft from North Ferry, on the fime fide of”

the Firth. The Earl of Morton has thiere an hand-
fome feat. It has been long the property of the
noble family of Douglas.—To obtain the privilege:
of a burial-place in their church, Allen de Morti-
mer, from whofe family the eftate of 'Aberdour:
pafled into the hands of the Douglafles, beftowed:
one half of his lands on the Monks of Irich-Colm..

. . At
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At Aberdour was anciently a convent belonging te
the nuns, called the poor Clares—1In this neigh-
‘bourhood, not many years fince, refided the late
Captain Stuart of Dunearn; a man who deferves
10 be remembered for his tafte in the fine arts, and
his amiable fondnefs for their productions. He had
formed a noble cabinet of felett pictures, and had
collected one of the fmeft libraries in Britain. Se
paffionately was he attached to his books and his
paintings, that he could not travel without thofe
dear companions. He might, with the moft juf}
propriety, have adopted the language ufed by Ci-
cero, when fpeaking of polite literature :—Delectant

- domi, non impediunt foris, pernoltant nobifcum, peregri-

nantur, rufticantur. His library and his collection
-of paintings have, fince his death, been fold and dif-
perfed. Colle®ors of books and paintings deferve
‘the grateful remembrance of their countrymen.
They import ftores, which when difperfed, contri-
‘bute greatly to the diffufion of tafte and knowledge.

Nearer to the ftreight of Queensferry, lies Inch-
‘Colm ; a {mall ifland, on the northern fide of the
Firth, On this ifle, at a very remote period in the
-ecclefiaftical hiftory of Scotland, a chapel had been
built, and dedicated to St Columba. Alexander I,
‘having fought fhelter here from a ftorm by which
he was overtaken in crofling the Firth, was hofpi-

D2 tably
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tably received, and entertained for three days, by
a hermit (probably of the communion of the Cul-
dees, the difciples of Columba) whom he found oc-
cupying the chapel. Struck with pious gratitude
to heaven, and perhaps folicited by the hermit, the
" monarch foon after founded here 2 monaftery, de-
dicated it to St Columba, and eftablithed in it a
fociety of Auguftine Monks. This monaftery was
pillaged by the fleet of Edward IIl. of England,
when he invaded Scotland. The ruins of the
church, of a {quare tower belonging to it, and of
fome others of the ancient buildings, ftill remain.
On a rifing ground, on the fouth eaft fide of the
buildings, is ftill to be feen a Danith monument of
which an engraving has been given by Sir Robert
Sibbald. ‘ |

DuniBRISSEL, already mentioned as an agreeable
objeét in the profpet from the oppofite fide of the
Frith, and the feat of the Earl of Murray, ftands
within fight of Inch-Colm. It was the feat of the
celebrated Earl of Murray, the natural brother, and
the perfecutor of the lovely, frail, and unfortunate
- Queen Mary. His fon whofe handfome perfon and
gallant manners were fufpected to have made an
impreffion on the heart of Anne of Denmark, fpoufe
to James VI. which might have proved too power-
Do ful for ber conjugal fidelity,—~was here murdered.
. The
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The earl of Huntley, Murray’s inveterate enemy,
was the ready minifter of James’s jealoufy. A pre-
text was eafily found. Huntly was fent to appree -
hend Murray. The latter refufing to furrender, the
houfe was fet on fire. Its mafter might have efca-
ped in the darknefs of the night, had he not been
difcovered by the glare of the flames, and inftantly

AT fome diftance weftward above North Ferry,
and on the fame fide of the Firth, are the vaft
Lime-Kilns belonging to the earl of Elgin. They
are difpofed in a row.. Their openings are under a
covered way, formed, on the front, by arches and
pillars, into a magnificent colonnade. Their fitua-
tion is beneath the ftrata of limeftone, which are of
inexhauftible extent. It is conveyed, as broken,
into the kilns, by rail-roads. For fhipping the lime,
" whether burnt or crude, there is a convenient pier,

ConsipeErING the natural advantages of this dif-
tri¢t of country, one can hardly help wondering
that it is not ftill. more opulent and populous.
Coal, one of the firft conveniencies .of life, it poffef-
fes in the moft plenteous abundance. Wathed, on
one fide, by the Frith of Forth, on the other, by |
that of Tay, and forming, by its eaftern fide, a
boundary of the bay; its commodities: ‘may be all

| ~ conveyed
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conveyed by fea-carriage, to .a proper market.
Coal is an article, neceflary and favourable above
almoft all others to the progrefs of manufatures.
And lime is the moft excellent manure that the huf-
- bandman can employ, if not to enrich a barren, at
leaft, to fubdue a flubborn foil.—With thefé advan-
tages, Fife is, indeed, wonderfully rich and popu-
lous; yet mot fo as to preclude the hope of its con-
tinuing to improve in wealth, induftry, and popu-
fation. '

Berore leaving the vicinity of the North Ferry,
let me take a more particular view of Rofythe-Caf-
tle. Its fituation is not far weftward from the Fer-
ry, oppofite to Hopeton-Houfe, and on a rock
which juts out into the river. It was originally the
feat of a collateral branch of. the royal family of
Stuart. It came afterwards into the pofleflion of
Primrofe, Lord Rofeberry. It is now the property
of the earl of Hopeton. It is a ruinous pile, and has
long been uninhabited,

Frowm North Ferry we proceeded by a winding,
rifing road, to the burgh of Inverkeithing. Its ex-
tent is not great. Its ftreet and houfes have an air
of antiquity. Here was a royal feat, in the reign
of David I. By the charter of the burgh, granted
by William, its liberties extend between the rivers

' Dovan
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‘Dovan and Leven. Under the town is a fine bafon
or bay, communicating with the Forth. Its citi-
zens havé fome coafting, and perhaps fome foreign
trade.

Tae inhabitants of Inverkeithing difcovered, in
2 late inflance, a wonderful zeal for the purity of
the clerical charater. They bad loft an old and re-
fpetable paftor. Another was prefented to the be-
nefice and charge. They did not much like the
prefentee’s ftyle of preaching.. And they difcover-
ed, that he had not obtained the prefentation, with-
out the exertion of Ele@ion-Intereft by fome of his
friends. Their horrour was excited by what they
called an a& of Simony. They determined never
to have the pulpit or the facred duties profaned
in their parifh, by an incumbent whom they deem-
ed fo unworthy. Fhey accordingly commenced a
furious oppofition to his fettlement, and carried the
caufe from prefbytery to fynod, and from the pro-
vincial fynod, before the General Aflembly of the
Church. Their oppofition proved vain. Their ob-
je@ions were found to be frivolous, their accufation
fach as they could not diftin@ly prove; the prefen-
tee, 2 very refpe@table young man, was ordained to
the charge ; and his opponents have, I believe, com-
forted themfelves, by feceding from the eftablifhed
thurch. -

I rELATE
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I ReLATE this incident as an inftance of the cen.
forial power exerted by the people of Scotland over
their clergy, and of the manner in whichi it is re-
ftricted and moderated. Some patron prefents a k-
centiate to the benefice and cure, in the cafe of
a vacancy. The prefentee preaches before the peo-
ple; and their difpofitions towards him are confult-
ed. If pleafed with his charatter: and preaching,
they ca/l him to be their minifter. - If they dif-
like him, they may oppofe his fettlement.  The
‘time was when a prefentee oppofed by ‘a parith,
" even-on general grounds, might have been difap-
pointed .of his benefice. But, upon the principles
on which the church-courts now proceed, fome a&
or habit abfolutely inconfiftent, by the ecclefiaftical
law, with the dlerical character, muft be proved, be-
fore a licentiate in divinity can be judged incampe-
‘tent for prefentation to a living. As the unjuft or
frivolous objections of the people againft the morals
or abilities of their clérgy, have been more and
more flighted; diflenting congregations have be-
come ‘more numerous, and the diffenting clergy
have acquired greater influence. The multitude
are a ftubborn body: you may check or reftrain,
* but, it is not eafy to convince them, And, I know
not if the exiftence of feéts in religion, and of diffent.
ing or feceding clergy be not, upon the whole,

greatly
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greatly beneficial to the morals and the piety of the
inferior clafies of the people.

From Inverkeithing to Kinrofs, the,countiy on
both hands, is in no high flate of cultivation It
fhould féem that through this tra, the farmers
madke the bréeding and feeding of black cattle, theit
chief bufinefs: The fields are unincloféd ; and few
attempts appear to have been made to fubdue the
barrennefs of thé heathy moors. I obferved one
gentleman’s houfé, on the eaft fide of the highway,
furrounded by young wood, and by inclofures
which feemed to have been difpofed with confider-
able tafte. But, there was little in t?c general af-
pect of thé country from which a traveller could
infer, that it was the feat either of induftry or of
~ opulencé. Riding this way, on a former feafon, &
remembei to havé fallén into company with fome
farmers from the Lothians, who wete on their way
to a fait at Kinrofs: They told me, that they went
to puichafé cattle which were bred in this neigh<
bourhood, or perhaps farthér north, and which
they would fatten for the butcher in their rick
grals parks; or rather on the turnips which thcy
raifed in their courfe of agriculture.

It is nevet advantageous to breed domeftic cattle
in thofe plices where they can be belt fattened, and
.‘ VOH. IO (E mo&
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mioft profitably fold. From the Highlands, from
Galloway, and from the wilder pafture grousds of
Ireland are the farmers in the vicinity of the great
cities in Scotland, and in England , fupplied with
young cattle at mueh lower rates than the expence
of rearing them would amouat to. Thefe cattle
having either nearly or entirely reached their full
growth, are in a condition to benefit by the rich
paftures or fiall-feeding which a country highly im-
proved by agriculture affords. Sheep, no lefs than
cows and oxen, pafs, in the fame manner, from
hand to hand, and from wilder and lower-rented
walks, to others more cultivated and more expens
five, till their carcafes are, at length; produced im
the fhambles. The fame obfervation may be ex:
tended to the human fpecies. Population is not ins
creafed in thofe places where it appears moft nume.
rous. - In great cities, the expence of houfe-keeping
and of education " deters people from marriage;
while various caufes concur to render marriages lefs
productive here than in the country. It is from
thofe parts of Britain where the population feems
moft fcanty, that emigrants come to repair the wafte
of human life in the feenes of crowded fociety. The
young haften from fcenes of pafturage to earn the
higher wages which are paid for the labours of huf-
bandry. The hufbandman’s children defert their
. father’s employment, and crowd to the feats of trade

Do : and




PART OF SCOTLAND. 15

and manufaGure. And, the citizen of a fmall town
fends his fon to fettle in the capital. It is not fa
much want of the means of fubfiftence, as the al-

lurements of cultivated and luxurious life, which
depopulates the wilder feats of {ociety, :

‘ABouT three miles fouth from Kinrofs, ftands
the houfe which has been celebrated, in a fine paper
in the Mirrour, as the refidence of the late Michael
Bruce, an amiable, young man of no mean poetical
powers. He was the fon of poor parents; was, in
religion, of the fe& called Seceders ; and died, in a
confumption, while he was yet very young. His
poems have been Biven to the public in a fmall vo-
lume, of which, I believe, the late Mr Logan was
the editor, and in which he intermixed fome {mall
pieces of his own, to make up the volume. Bruce's
poems difcover much of the imagination and feel.
ings of the genuine poet; and more of the appro-

. priated language of poetry, than one fo young could

otherwife have been fuppofed capable of acquiring.
The edition has been fold off ; and I believe that
propofals have been circulated, for reprinting them
for the benefit of his mother who ftill furvives, and
is, by no means, in comfortable circumftances. I
thould fuppofe, that this edition muft be eagerly
encouraged by all perfons of tafte and humanity.
ﬁweet to the gaod old woman muft be the bread,

Ez2 ‘ which
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which fhé receives, as the reward of the talents ind
virtues of her deceafed fon,

Kixross, although a fmall town, enjays the pri-
wileges of a royal burgh, and is the capital of Kin.
rofs fhire. It is of confiderable annqulty, and may
perhaps have been anciently more flourifhing than
at prefent. It has fome manufactures of linen, and
of ‘cutlery wares. Travellers find comfortable ace
commodation in.two ¢lean, convenient inns, kept
at prefent, by civil, attentjye landlords; one, with,
in the town ; the other, not half a mile northward
from it.—One fa& in the Scottdh‘ hiftory by which,
among others, the antiquity of Kinrofs is te{hﬁed
is, That Alexander II. and his queen were here
feized by a faction of their fubjedts, at the head of
‘whom were the once powerful family of the Comyns,
in the year 125 5

THE fcenery of this little burgh is not unpleafing,
The kitchen-gardens of the inhabitants are inter{per-
fed among the houfes, and fome of them planted
round with trees. On one hand is the houfe of
Kinrofs, Lochleven, its lﬂes, and the hills bounding
it on the North and the South Eaft; on the other,
an extenfive tract of low ground, brown with heath,
yet with an intermixture of more agreeahle vcrdurc.
The houfe of Kinrofs fecms an handfome, xnodern

‘ building,
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building, It was byilt by Sir William Bruce.: Its
prefent proprietor and occupant is Mr Greme.

THz loch is beautifu] and extenfive. Its circums.
ference may be about twelve miles. It is irregular,
ly indented by the land. Its greateft depth is faid
to be about twenty four fathoms. Of its ifles, one
is large enough to afford pafture for feveral cattle,
On one of them, the ifle of St Serf or Servanus,
are fome fmall remains of the ancient priory of Port+
moak. This ifle is faid to have been granted by
Brudi VIL king of the Pids, to Servanus and fome
other clergy, difciples 6f Columba. By thefe a2
church was founded in the ifle. In the reign of
David I. this eftablithment of regular clergy of the
order of St Columba, was fupprefled ; and the ifle
and its facred buildings beftowed upon clergy of the
church of Rome, | N

Trz caftle of Lochleven, which was anciently 2
yoyal refidence, ftands on another ifle in this lake,
It was granted by Robert IIL. to Douglas, laird of
Loch-leven The ifle in Whlch this caftle ftands,
is about eight acres in area. In the year 1335,
it is faid to have been befieged by Sir John de
Sterling, with a body of Englifh troops. The
difficulties of the fiege, and the peculiar fituation of
pf the caflle, led him to think of 3 fingular expe.

diept
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* dient for the reducing of the garrifon. The river
'Leven, running eaftward out of this lake, he ftop-
ped its fiream with a great dyke. The .outlet of
the lake being thus thut up, its waters rofe higher
and higher upon the ifles, till that on which the
caftle ftood, was fo overflowed, that the garrifon
faw themfelves in danger of being drowned. Mean-
time, the feftival of the blefled Margaret returned
to be celebrated at Dunfermline : .And de Sterling,
the Englith commander, went thither, to affift in
the folemnities of the occafion. Taking advantage
of his abfence, four men were fent from the garri.
fon, to break down the dyke, and apen its ordina-
ry outlet to the dammed-up water. The labour
was difficult : however, invoking St Servanus,. the
protedor of the lake, they perfifted, till a breach
was made, by which the water iffuing, fwept away

the Englifh tents and baggage. The governor of-

the caftle, who thus defeated the ftratagem of the
Englith, was Alan de Vipont, of a family who were
the ancient pofleflors of Rofythe Caftle before-men.
tioned. While the Englith army were in the con-
fufion oecafioned by the fudden burfting out of the
waters upon their camp, de Vipont fallied out, with
- the whole foldiers of his garrifon, attacked thofe
_ befiegers, put them to flight, and returned to his
ramp, laden with fpoils, The truth of this ftory is,

kOWever, doubtful, A
I)l,




PART OF SCOTLAND. 29

"In Lochleven caftle, too, was our beautiful and
unfortunate queen Mary confined, after the had
been feparated from Bothwell, and made captive by
her own fubjects. Here was fhe fternly reproached
by her auftere, and ambitious brother, Murray; from
whofe gratitude and fraternal affe@tion, the had hoped
for confolation, inftead of the infult which the expe-
rienced. The lady of the cafle, William Douglas’s
wife, was, if I remember right, Murray’s mother:
and one circumftance which aggravated Mary’s fuf-
ferings, during her confinement in Lochleven caftle,
was the haughtinefs of that woman; who afferted
that the had herfelf been lawfully married to James, -
and that her fon was, by confequence, rightful heir
‘to the Scottith crown, and Mary illegitimate. Yet, |,
in this family, Mary found a deliverer. George,
the young brother of William Douglas, captivated
by her charms, allured by the infinuation of her
manners, and touched with pity for her misfor~
- tunes, ftole the keys of the caftle from his brother,
* releafed the royal prifoner, conveyed her from the
ifland to the oppofite thore, and conducted her to
her friends. I have feen an exquifite ode on this
fubject ; the compofition of the late Mr Macdonald,
whofe tragedy of Vimonda, {fermons, and mifcella«
neous poems, particularly thofe publithed in the
newfpapers, under the fignature of Matthew Bram-
ble, have been generally and defervedly admired.
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‘The ode on the ftory of Mary’s efcape from Lochles
vei-caftle was publithed in the Edinburgh Magazine:

THE remains of this caftle, which are yet to be
feen, confift of a reCtangular wall, flanked with
fmall towers; with fome other walls of a chapel,
and of the apartment in which Mary was confined.
On the éaft fide of the caftle are fome ancient trees ;

-and among thefe the remains of an afh tree, the fize

of which muft once have been great:

Tz waterfowls on the ifles within Lochieven
are herring-gulls, pewit-gulls, and great terns.. The
fake abounds with ecls, pikes, perches, and a fpe:
cies of red trout of peculiar excellence. The fithing
of the lake is rented at an hundred guineas, by the
landlords of the two inns at Kinrofs. The trouts
are celebrated through the whole country, by the
name of Lochleven trouts ; and are a delicacy eagers
Iy purchafed at an high price, in the fith-markets of
Edinburgh, Perth, and fuch other towns as they
can be conveyed to, in a frefh ftate,

In the inn on the north fide of Kinrofs, we dined
laxurioufly, on fome Lochleven trouts. As we en-
tered our chaife to proceed to Perth, feveral carri.
ages ftopped 4t the inn door, the company in whick
were, as we underftood, a party from England, on

. ' a tour
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‘a tour to the Highlands of Scotland.” This, has,
indeed, become, from various circumftances, a ve-
ry fafhionable fummer tour, within thefe laft ten or
twelve years. The celebrity of Dr Johnfon’s name
rendered the Englifh curious to learn fomething of
a place which he had vifited as a fcene in which he
might contemplate nature in her grandeft, wildeft
afpets, and human fociety in its rudeft, fimpleft
form. The narrative of his Journey which was, in-
deed, more properly a feries of reflexions, than a
narrative of a Journey, or the continued defcription
of a country, was very eagerly read through both
England and Scotland. The indignation with which
the Scots heard fome of his refleGtions upon the cir-
cumftances of their country, and their national cha-
racter, contributed to make his book ftill more ge-
merally read, and to excite a curiofity among many,
to know, whether he or they faid truth.—About
the fame time, or earlier, Mr Pennant, after the
publication of his Britith Zoology, was induced to
make the tour of Scotland, and prefented a large
and pleafing account of it to the Public. Pennant,
I muft, by the way, obferve, is one of the acutefk
and moft minute obfervers who have ever yet tra-
velled. There is between Johnfon and him thisre-
markable difference, that Johnfon feems, even in
travelling, to have looked about him, merely to
take a few, a very few hints, which ‘might, each
Vor. L F fuggeft
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fuggeft a long train of thought ; but Pennant, Ktti¢
.apable of ingenious refleition, never chufes to think;
when he can find any thing to defcribe. ‘In addis
tion to the writings of thefe two travellers, the pro:
grefs of Gardening and of Landfcape-painting in
England, contributed to perfuade Englifh company
to vifit the wilder fcenes in Scotland, in the Sum:
mer months. Rivers, lakes, towering dliffs, and
foaming cataraéts make a noble figure in landfcape ;
and in the progrefs of gardening in England, that
has come to be eftecmed the moft perfect gardening,.
which beft imitates and combines itto unity all the
beauteous and all the fablime afpedts of nature. Be-
fide all this, the Highlands of Scotland are known
to afford great abundance of game: and not many
years have pafled fince the proprietors of the lands
in the Highlands began to fhew any great folicitude
to preferve their game. No wonder, then, that
their moors were much frequented in the thooting-
feafon. It muft be added, too, that the accommo-
dation which travellers find in the Highlands of
Scotland, is fuch as may well recommend the tour,
The roads, at leaft all the great roads, are excellent;
the inns are commodious, for the greater part, clean,
and affording generally, good beds, comfortable
meils, and not bad liquors. All thefe circumftan.
ces together, and with them, the confideration,
that almoft every place of fummer-refort, through
'. . .England,
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¥ngland, had been before vifited, till it had ceafed
. to pleafe, feem to account for the crowds of gay
people, which have, for a good many years backe
wards, thronged thefe roads, in the months of fum.
mer and autumn,

Berore bidding adieu to Kinrofs, I cannot help
hinting, and it is with diffidence I fuggeft the hint,
that the name feems to me, to have originated from
the particular form which the thore of the lake af-
fumes where it is contiguous to the town,—with
the circumftance of this place’s having been an oc-
cafional refidence of fome of our ancient kings. Al-
though uncertain in which of the ancient languages
of the North, Rof; is a fimple appellative ; I have,
however, obferved, that various places over the fea-
coaft of Scotland, where the coaft prefents a form
fimilat to that of the coaft of Lochleven at Kinrofs,
bear equally the denomination of Ry I may add,
in refpe& to the firft fyllable of this compound name,
that many of the names of places in Scotland begin-
ning with Kin or Kil, I fufpec all to be derived in
this part of the word, ecither fram the Saxon ng,

of the Latin Cella : for I know not that either of .-

thefe frequently occurs as an initial fyllable in either
the Celtic or the Gothic language; and it feems
probable that thofe places of the names of which,
“¢ither makes 2 2 part, might be diftinguithed by the

¥z contiguity
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contiguity of the cell of fome monk, or by fome’

circumftance in which a king was concerned, -

A —

Kinross to PErTH.

AS we proceeded northward from Kinrofs, the
country prefented, by degrees, fcenes of higher and
higher cultivation. But, it was now evening ; and
we were fhut up in a carriage ; fo that we foon loft
the view of the adjoining landfcapes ; and could ef-
timate neither the beauties of the fcenery, nor the
ftate of the agriculturat ipduftry of the country. :

‘WaeN, however, we entered the delightful vale
of Strathern, I was almoft involuntarily and infen-
fibly led to recolle&, that I had formerly viewed its
fceﬁery with admiration, and with the VeXult'.ing fa-
tisfaction of a Scotchman, proud of his country, and
of every advantage which it poffefles. As I have
fince had occafion to traverfe 'this fertile tra&t by
day, I fhall not here fet down the indiftinét, although
fond recollections which, at this timfe, occurred to
me. Only, let me beg my reader, before we crofs

the Erne, to ftep a thort way weftward w1th me, to
Pitcaithly Wells.

Iy
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the Erne, to ftep a thort way weftward with me, to

Pitcaithly Wells.

In this vicinity there are, feveral wells of mine-
ral water, fome of which are inclofed and their wa-
ters eagerly drunk as medicinal. They are fituated
in a nook of the vale, fheltered, or rather embo-
fomed, ‘on the weft and fouth-weft fides, by green
hills ;. feparated from the river, on the north fide,
by a gently rifing ridge ; and open towards the eaft
and north-eaft; unlefs it may be thought to be fome-
what confined by. a foft fwelling of the plain. . The
tra& of ground lying immediately round thefe wells,
confifts chiefly of corn-fields in a ftate of high culti-
vation, divided by hedges, in fome parts furround
ed by rows of trees, and having fmal] clumps here
and there interfperfed, where the furface fwells foft-
ly into little knolls. = The foil is naturally deep and
rich: but, I muft confefs, that I negletted to exa-

mine the particular charaéters of the mould, and of -

the next ftrata of rocks. This is precifely one of
thofe fituations in which the Romifh clergy were
accuftomed to feat their religious houfes ; theltered,
well watered, and furrounded with arable ground.

‘1 am not fure, at what particular period, the me-
dicinal virtues of thefe fprings were firft difcovered.
I thould
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I thould fuppofe, that, if this had happened during
the reign of Roman Catholic Superftition, thefe
wells would have been appropriated, as engines of
power, by the monks or prigfts ; the virtues of the
water afcribed to the benign influence of fome faint ;
and -the fprings dedicated to that Holy Name by
whofe benediction they were underftood to have
been endowed with healing powers. ~ But, as their
~ name implies nothing of this; I am inclined to be-
lieve, that their medicinal qualities are of later dif-
covery, than the days of Popery. Iknow not whe-
ther an analyfis of thefe waters was made by any
perfon before Dr Donald Monro; whofe experi-
ments were publifhed in the year 1772. His ac.
count of thefe waters, for want of proper opportu-
nities to repeat his analyfis, is by no means conclu.
five. Mr Stodart, an ingenious furgeon in Perth,
has fince examined the different {prings with greater
pains,~—and from the improvements which the
fcience of chemiftry, has, in the interval, received,
—1I am inclined to believe, with greater accuracy.
His experiments were made in 1792 ; the refults of
which he has obligingly permitted me to ftate in
the following table.

- A TABLE
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MINERAL waters, while the circumftances were
unknown, to which tfley owed their peculiar qua.
lities, feemed to be medicines provided by the be-
nignity of nature, or by particular Providence, to .
alleviate the ills of human life, by counteradting,
with extraordinary- operation, the attacks of dif-
eafe. It was not imagined that there could be the
moft remote poflibility of imitating them by-art.
Hence were their fprings regarded with a degree of
devout veneration; and the fick, and the feeble
crowded to them, as to waters of life. But, the
_progreflive improvement of chymiftry has already
begun to rob thefe waters of their bonour. Com- .
mon water can now be artificially mineralized.
Many of the fimpler, natural, mineral waters have
been perfe@ly imitatéd. It is probable, that all the
others may foon'be prepared in the fame manner.
Procefles may be performed in the laboratory of the
Chymift, which were fuppofed poffible only in the
great laboratory of Nature. - And, the Scorbutic
and the Rheumatic may then feek from the Apo-
thecary’s thop, that remedy for which they now
repair to the Wells of Pitcaithly.

Yer, if it thould ever be fo; I fear, the remedy,
however perfeily prepared, would become much
lefs effe@ual. Medicinés, in general, accomplith
the purpofes for which they are adminiftered, not fo

much
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inuch by their actual operation, as by their influ-
ence on the imagination of the patient.. But, where
moft means are ufed, and the greateft pains taken,
. there will the higheft hopes of recovery be natural-
ly excited. Now, in removing from a diftance,
perhaps,—to the vicinity of a mineral well, to ufe
its waters, there is fo much of pains, of preparation,
of difficulty, fuch a change of the objeéts which fug-
geft andl regulate the ordinary current of thought;
that, the imagination is unavoidably much more af-
fected, and more confident hope enouraged, than
in the more ordinary application of medical reme=
dies: Befides, almoft every difeafe, under which
there can be any hope of benefit from the ufe of
mineral waters, yields more or lefs to the influence
of air and exercife. And, the advantage of thefe
is commonly beft enjoyed in a removal from the
fcene in which the diftemper was contraéted.

j.’;UT, Wdtéring;piacés have other allurements,
befide the benefit they promife to the health,—by
which company are attracted to frequent them.
The friends of the fickly are often induced to at- -
tend them. The difeafed who have yet firength to
repair to fuch places, in purfuit of health, are often
capable of partaking in amufements more or lefs
adtive. Others, too, frequent thefe places, rather
becaufe they fear, than becaufe they atually feel,
Von. L~ G . the
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the attacks of difeafe. Thus a circle of fociety’
is compofed. The perfons of whom it confifts, ire -
idle, and removed from the fcenes of their ordinary.
employment. Their only care is therefore, to di-

vert themfelves. They join in fuch amufements as:
the circumftances of the place, and the fathion of

the Times recommend. When the place in which-
they have aflembled, is once underftood to be a-
feene of amufement, other idlers refort te it, for
amufement alone ; till that which was the recefs of-
the fick and the melancholy, becomes a region of

feftivity, the theatre of the gay. Hence the cele-
brity, and the gaiety of Bath, Tunbridge, Scarbo--
. rough, Harrowgate, Buxton, Gillifland, Peterhead,

‘Isitcaithly. Thofe who have been accuftomed to-
fpend their winters in great cities, and to tread the’
round of the fathionable amufements which great-
cities afford in that feafon, may retire in fummer,

to rural retreats, to “ green fields and fhady groves;”’
but, in the folitude of thefe, they are not qualified”
to find enjoyment : the reftraints of Fafhion permit-
them not to return to Town, till the ftated period

. thall have arrived : In their diftrefs, then, they im-

patiently repair to any fcene of gaiety that has a re-
femblance to thofe from which they have been obli-

ged to retire,—that affords a crowd by mingling:
with which, they may forget themfelves. Thofe,

agqin, whofe cmcumﬁances have denied them the .

gratificatione



\

PART OF SCOTLAND. = .t
«gratification of a2 Town Life in winter; yet, to
difplay their tafte, to exhibit their perfons and their
ftate to the fathionable world, and at leaft to fip, if
they cannot drink deeply of what they fancy plea-
-fure, hafte with equi;l eagernefs to ‘the fame {cenes
-of fummer feftivity. '

By fuch means is that affemblage of company

..brough't together, which flutters about our more

Fafhionable watering-places. Hence are places which
.a firanger who had not yifited nor heard of them,
-might fuppofe to be, in fome fort, hofpitals of the
fickly and the dying,—rather the favourite theatres
for the diverfions of the gay. Although the vir-
-tues of medicinal waters fthould come to be defpifed
.or negle@ted, yet watering-places may ftill continue
40 be frequented : And if thofe who vifit them for
the recovery of loft health, profit not by the ufe of
the waters; eafy exercife, and chearful fociety may
o what the waters cannot.

THe fituation of the Mineral Spring at Pitcaithly,
#he efficacy with which its waters are faid to ope-
‘rate, in the cure of the difeafes for which they are
-ufed, and the accommodations which the neigh-
bourhood affords,—are all of a nature to invite
.equally the fick and the healthy. Two or three
Joufés are kept, in the fiyle of hotels, for the re-

- G2 ception
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ception of firangers. There is no Long Room at
the Well. But, there are pleafing walks through
the adjoining fields. Good roads afford eafy accefs
to all the circumjacent country. This delightful
trac of Lower Strathern is filled with houfes, and
gardens, and ftations from which wide and delight,
ful profpe@ts may be enjoyed, all of which offer
agrecable points to which the Company at the Well
may direct their forenoon excurfions: converfa.
tion, mufic, dances, whift, and that beft friend ta
elegant, and lively, focial converfe, the tea-table,
are fufficient to pre{'cnt the afternoons from be.-
coming languid: And, in the evenings, nothing
can be fo delightful as a walk, when the fetting fun
fheds a foft, flanting light, and the dew has juft
not begun to moiften the grafs.—Thus is Pitcaithly
truly a rural watering-place. The company cannot
be at any one time, morc in number, than two or
three families. The amufements of the place are
fimply fuch as a fingle. family might enjoy in an
agreeable fituation in the country ; only, the focie-
ty more diverfified by the continual change and
flu&uation of the company. It may, hereafter,
become a ftill more fathionable place of fummer re-
fort : and a greater variety of amufements may be
introduced at it; and thofe of a lefs fimple, "undif-
fipated nature. I remember hearing a lady lament,
3t ope time, with a degree of pathos, that perfons
- wha
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who vifited Pitcaithly, were, by ‘the circumftances
of the place, denied all thofe elegant diverfions
which great cities afford; ‘and, at another time,
fpeak of it with contempt, asa fit haunt for none but
the droufy and the dying. And I had the disfor-
tune to betray my low breeding, and unrefined
tafte, by exprefling 2 fondnefs for the fequeftered fi-
tuation, the cultivated {cenery, and the fimple re.
creations of this fweet place; and preferring it as a
watering-place to thofe fcenes of more fathionable
refort, where the diffipation, the follies, the falfe
enjoyment of courts and of the gayér circles in opu-
lent cities have been tranfplanted into fpots which
ought to have been kept facred to rural innocence,
fimplicity, chearfulnefs, and exercife. :

It is with real, not affe@ted ‘delight I remember
the fcenery, the accommodation, and the amufe-
ménts at Pitcaithly Wells. Yet, upon reflection, I
am not fure but that my imagination may have trans-
ferred to the circumftances of the place, fome part of
the ‘pleafure which I owed rather to the very agree-.
able fociety I was fortunate enough to meet with,
during a few days which I, on a former feafon,
fpent there. I believe, I fhall not eafily forget, how

much I was furpriféd to find an accidental aflemblage

of firangers with all the good qualities, and the o-
bliging manpers of a fele& fociety of friends. The
C eptertaining,
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,cnterainixig, convivial anecdotes, and the lively bons-
sots which I had occafion to hear, might have ani.
anated the dulleft parties, in the gloomieft feafon.
The female beauty and elegance on which I was per-
anitted to gaze, might have bewitched even a much
more ftoical and faftidious judge of thefe, than L
And, above all, I there heard my favourite, plain-
tive, Scotch fongs fung with a grace, a delicacy, a
fweetnefs which rendered them the moft exquifite
duxury to a true Scottifh ear.

- Havine no ftrong inclination te put faith in fpe.

«ifics of any fort, I did not drink deeply from the
Well. I was, however, diverted to obferve, that
. fome worthy folks, willing to do more honour te’
the water, impatient to be cured of their complaints,
and in hafte to begone, drank in fuch abundance,
as if it had been literally the.water of life. One ho-
neft gentleman ufed to chear his heart by fwallowing
fix Scotch pints, in the morning, before breakfaft.

BurT, after halting thus long at the fouth-end of
the Bridge of Erne, it is high time for me to pro.
«ced on my journey. Erne, though divided from
the Tay by no very wide extent of land, and no
lofty ridge of hills, is yet a copious ftately fiream.
The arches of the bridge I do not recollect that I
gosunted. In a fituation fo favourable as that of this

bndge,
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bridge, T was furprifed when I firft travelled thig
road to find no town or village. But, the origin
of thefe aflemblages of habitations and inhabitants
depends on fo many trivial contingencies, that they
are often formed in fituations naturally the moft un.
mviting ; while others poflefling every advantage,
are neglected. Iam not fure, whether, in failing
up the Tay, the double profpect-of Strath-Tay and:
Strathern can be enjoyed for any confiderable way.
¥ it can, the fail muft be delightful.

Apvancing from the bridge of Erne to Perth,
we had on the right hand the hill of Moncrief, and
under it, on the fouth-fide, Moncrief-Houfe. At
fome diftance on the left, and on the northern-fide
of the river appeared Dupplin, the feat of the Ear}
of Kinnoul. Moncrief-Hill is famous as a flationr
from which a fpe@tator may enjoy fome of the rich+
¢t, moft fublime, and moft extenfive: profpeéts
whielr Scotland affords. Turning eaft-ward you fee
from the top of this hill, the Frith of Tay, the rich
€Carfe of Gowry, and the populous, northern coaft
of Fife. Weftward appears upper Strathern and
Strath-Tay ; the mountains behind which the an
ciegt' Celtz retired, before the invading armies of’
Rome ; wide heaths which fuggeft the remembrance’
of the hunting and paftoral condition of our ancefs
tors; a variety of houfes and traéts of planted wood |

) o whick
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which befpeak the refidence of opulent landholders §
fields where agriculture appears to have tried every
art to fubdue the ftubbornnefs, to enrich the bar-
rennefs, and to cultivate the fertility of nature ;—
and fcenes where ingenious manufacture has feated
Temples of Indufiry, from which as from fo many foci
all the advantages that can animate human adtivity,
and improve the convenience of life are diffufed a-
round. There is a track by which carriages drive
round this hill; and hither do the company at Pit:
caithly fometimes come on forenoon excurfions.
The views to the north and fouth extend over Fife,
and Kinrofs-thire on the one hand, and over Angus:
fhire, on the othet. Where the road leading round
Moncrief-Hill divides from the highway, ftands a foli-
tary church or meeting-houfe which has very much of
the air of a hdunt of witches and fprites. Juft in'
fuch feenes have thefe beings been reprefented as ce-
lebrating thofe feftivities at which the Devil is faid
to prefide ;~-and which if the unwary traveller by
night happens to dete&, he is furioufly purfued by
the whole affembly, and torn in pieces, unlefs he
faves himfelf beyond fome ﬁream, or within a hals
lowed circle.

. Soox after pafling this fcene for witchery, the

traveller gains a fight of the fiream which when the

Romans puthed thexr conquenng arms this length
reminded
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teminded them of the Tyber. The darknefs of the
night permitted not me and my fellow-travellers to
enjoy, at this time, the beauty and grandeur of this
profpect.—But, to me it was even then, not new :
and I have feen it fince. ‘

Tue highway now turns gently towards the
north-weft : and Perth is feen to great advantage,
feated in a plain, on the fouthern bank of the Tay.
On the fouth, and on the northern fide of the town
are two beautiful fields, called Inches, or rather, o-
riginally, I fhould fuppofe, Innifes,—~the Gaelic name
for an ifle or peninfula, or for any infulated piece
of ground. Thefe are furrounded, in part, at leaft,
by lines of trees ; and are as well the favourite walks
of the citizens, as greens on which the wather-wo-
men are permitted to dry their linens. Of thefe
the fouth Inch forms the fore-ground of the land-
fcape prefented to the traveller’s eye, when advan-
cing from the fouth, he firft arrives within fight of
Perth. On the northern bank of the river, appears
Kinnoull-hill, towering, in a fituation oppofite ta
the hill of Moncrief, and with a fimilarity of form
and afpet, as if it were its twin brother. The
river winds majeftically along, between the two.
Immediately under the town appear the mafts of
veflels, numbers of which are commonly, either ly-
jing in this ftation, or moving up or down the river.
" Vou. L H , But,
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But, without detailing more particularly the vird
ous objeds in this landfcape, I fhall only obferve
farther, before entering Perth, that the noble courfe’
of the river; the magnified extent which its level
fituation gives to the appearance of the tewn ; the
~width of lawn around ; the gentle fwelling of fome
of the contiguous hills, and the abrupt elevation of
others of them ; the'wood which clothes their fides,
or is irregularly fcattered over the lower country 3
the houfes of decent afpeét thickly fpread through
the fcene ; the divifion and cultivation of the fields ;
and, in fhort, the whole aflemblage of objefts wiv
~ thin this fegment of the horizon,—have fuch an ef.
fect upon the fpe@ator who views them, for the firft
time; and has any tafte for the beauties of cultivited
nature, that, if he has heard of the Roman excla-
mation at fight ef the Tay, Ecce Fiberim, he wilk
naturally reflet, that its banks, and its ftzeam, even
then beautiful in the eyes of Romans, as thofe of
“their favourite Tyber, muft now be richer, more
beauteous and more magnificent than the defolated:
Jides of that once fplendid and celebrated river.

I sTinL recolleét, that, when I formerly heard
Perth mentioned, as in a northern fituation, and,
“in fome manner, the mouth of the Highlands ; 1 ufed
to fancy, in my ignorance of the charafter of the
.circumjacent country, that all around muft be bleak-

: nefs,
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nefs, barrennefs, and wildnefs. I fuppofed, that
no language, except the Gaelic, could be fpoken in
thefe regions; that the manners conld difplay no-
thing but Gaclic rudenefs, and fimplicity ; and that
along time was yet to elapfe, before cultivation and
ingenious induftry could eftablith themfelves in this
quarter. So ignorant, through a negligence of en-
quiring after what we can moft eafily learn,—are
often the inhabitants of one part of a narrow coun-
try, concerning the circumitances of thofe who oc-
cupy the other! I was very agreeably furprifed,
therefore, to behold the Rate of this part of Scot-
land fo very advantageoufly different from what I
had carelefsly fancied it to be. It was a mixture of
joy, of aftonithment, and of thame which I felt,
" when [ firft viewed it, '

. Asour ten in the evening, or perhaps fomewhat
later, we reached Campbell’s inn, in Perth. We
fupped haftily. J took leave of my agreeable, and
intelligent fellow-travellers; who were next morn.
ing to proceed, in the fame flying chaife; while I
intended fpending a few days in Perth. I had found
them fo much more amiable and obliging than any
fociety I had expected to meet with, upon fuch an
occafion, that I could not help fecretly regreting,
as we parted, that they were my acquaintances and
gompaniops only for a day.

Hz PERTH,
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PERTH,

IN Perth I had intended to fpend only eight or ten
days; but was unexpeéedly fo much pleafed with
the place, and with the fociety which it afforded,
that I fondly lingered here, till I had almoft con-
‘fumed the whole time which I had appropriated for
my little journey. "

No circumftance contributed more to detain me
here, than my acquaintance with Mr M¢Omie of
the Academy of Perth, in confequence of an intro-
" dudtion te him which I had been fortunate enough
to obtain, in a vifit to this place, on the preceding

year. In him I found a Ciceroni, fo obligingly at-

tentive and communicative, that, upon reflexion,
I am rather furprifed that I could fo foon prevail
with myfelf to farego the advantage of his atten-
tions, than vexed that Iloitered here, till the feafon,
moft favourable for travelling, was almoft elapfed,

Since it happened {o, and I had opportunities of
learning more concerning this, than concerning
many of the other places which I vifited; I fhall
enter more in detail, into an account of the circum-
ftances of this city, than it would, otherwife havé
been pofiible for me to do.

Noy
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Nor that the reader of thefe obfervations is here
to fuppofe me about to begin a minute inveftigation
of the antiquities of Perth; or a painful ftatement
of particular fa&ts concerning the various circum- .
ftances of its prefent condition. I fhall fatisfy my-
felf with exhibiting thofe more general faéts, as well
in the hiftory of its rife and progrefs, as concerning
its prefent ftate, which if they do not fo well ex-
plain particular parts, yet give a mare juft idea of
the tout-enfemble, -

THE origin of Towns and Cities depends, as I have
plready obferved, on a variety of accidental and a-
nomalous circumftances. The ford of a river; the
cell of a hermit ; the inacceflibility of a mount ; the
protection of a caftle; the fertility of a plain; the
plenteous fithery on a fea-coaft, or at the mouth of
ariver; or perhaps the vicinity of a regal court, of
the houfehold of fome rich and powerful lord, or of
fome opulent and hofpitable abbey,—are among the
caufes to which the rife of moft of the towns and
cities of modern Europe is to be referred. Rome
was founded on the banks of a river ; Conftantino.
ple is beautifully and advantageouily fituated at the
mouth of a ftreight ; Paris is Watered by the Seine;
London by the Thames; Venice was raifed on a
clufter of iflets which promifed prote@ion to the
poor refugees who fled thither from the rage and

rapne
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rapine of the Gothic conquerors of Italy. Many of
the cities on the Eaftern fhore of the Arabic Gulph
owe their origin to the fandity of fome hermits, 2
round whofe cells or tombs the inhgbitants of the
neighbouring country eagerly affembled to fix their
refidence. Various towns in England have arifen
on the ground occupied by Roman camps. In Scot.
Jand, Edinburgh, Stirling, Dunbarton feem to have
been. founded by people who flocked to enjoy the
protetion of their refpective caftles.

Many of thefe varied circumftances may have
concurred to favour the firt founding of the city
of Perth. A ftory has been related by fome of our

- ancient hiftorians, and carelefsly copied by fome late
compilers, of a city which once ftood at fome dify
tance northward from the fituation of the prefent
Perth ; but being fwept away by a flood, was here
rebuilt. For the truth of this ftory, no evidence
appears, in the circumftances of the ground where
the ancient city, Bertha, is faid to have ftood, or in
the authentic documents of our hiftory. However,
as Perth ftands in a fituation, by which there was
probably an early intercourfe between the countries
lying on the northerfl, and thofe on the fouthern
fide of the Tay; as the fertility of the adjoining

" plains would naturally invite cultivation afloon as

even the fimpleRt arts of hufbandry were known ;

. as
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4s the abundance of the fifhes in the river would af-
ford fuftenance to people ignorant of hufbandry, or
averfe from the regular, continued induftry whick
it requires :—1I fhould conclude from all thefe fadts;
that fome fort of town muft have been founded
nearly in this fituation very foon after the inhabi-
tants of the northern parts of our ifland firft began
to accuftom themfelves to habits of fettled life. I
do not recolle, that any monument, or record, re-
prefents this as a place of any note in the days of
the Romans. Bat, it fhould feem, that Perth had,
at leaft; been founded, foon after the Romans had
in their diftrefs, retired from Britain ; and the Pidts -
poured down from the northern, and the north-
eaftern parts of Scotland, over the fertile tracts be-
tween the Tay and the Forth, and between the
Forth and the Tweed. When the Pi&ith princes
had forfaken the vicinity of Invernefs, and had fix-
ed their refidence at Forteviot, and perhaps occa«
fionally at Kinrofs ; there might poffibly be a Ferry
at Perth, in confequence of which it would be fre-
quented by a confiderable concourfe of people, and
would become a favourable fituation for the artifan,
and the merchant.

WHEN the advantages of ‘the fituation had been
once accidentally difcovered, enow would be glad
to avail themfelves of them, The Romilh clergy

! had
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had i remarkable fagicity in diftinguifhing the moft |

advantageous fituations in every country in which
they eftablithed themfelves, and a wonderful inge-
nuity and alertnefs in apprepriating thofe fituations;
—and, they appear to have had at leaft one reli-
gious houfe at Perth, at a very early period in the
ecclefiaftical hiftory of Scotland. I know not that
there was ever a royal pdlace in Perth. But, the
eftablifhment of an abbey and the occafional refi-
dence of the court at Scone, would naturally have
the éffec to increafe the population of Perth.

- -As a fea-port, 4 ftrong town, and the refidence
"of “clergy, it was natural, that refpectable inhabi-
“tants thould be attralted to it; and that its citi-
zens thould by their induftry, attain to fome de-
gree of opulence. Its natural circumftances were
fuch as to enable the burghers to avail themfelves
fully of municipal privileges, when thefe came to
be conferred. It came to be frequently vifited by
our ancient princes ; and feveral of the nobility and
other proprietors of lands were induced to build

themfelves houfes here; which, however, mean now,

would at the time of their eretion appear fately
palaces.

- WesT, and that but a fmall diftance from the
prefent town ftood the famous monaftery to which
James
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Yames L. retired, when, in diftruft of his humbled, dif-
«contented nobility, he difbanded his army, in order
to feclude them from his prefence; but, was, not-
awithftanding, murdered with a ferocity worthy of
the turbulent, uncivilized manners of thofe times.
The monaftery had been ereéted long before this e-
~vent; but, at what particular period I have not
learned.—Long before this time, the town of Perth
makes a confpicuous figure in the Scottifh hiftory,
ander the name of St John’s Town. Perth was, I
think, garrifoned by the Englith, at the time when,
under their Edwards, they made fuch vigorous, but
fruitlefs efforts to fubdue Scotland. Several of the
martial adventures of the famous Sir William Wal.
dace are underftood to have pafled here.

AsourT the xra-of the Reformation, I fhould fup:
pofe Perth to have been a confiderable burgh: for
its citizens difcovered an eager abhorrence of the
inftitutions of Popery, and an enthufiafm for refor-
mation, by which they would hardly have diftin. -
guithed themdelves, if they had been only a few poor
peafants dependent chiefly on the neighbouring land-
holders. Municipal privileges alone, without trade
and perhaps manufacture to give wealth and perfo.
nal confequence, could  never have infpired that
fierce fpirit of liberty which they then difplayed.
Jtis probable, indeed, that they had previoufly fuf-

Vou. L 1 fered
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fered much from the haughtinefs of the regular
clergy among them; while at the fame time, they
might have occafion to fee much in the morals of
thofe ecclefiaftical lords, that had no tendency to in-
creafe their refpe@ for their authority. Many of
the remarkable tranfactions which attended the'efta-
blilhment .of the Reformed Religion ip Scotland,
. pafled in this city. Here was the rude eloquence of
Knox thundered out with peculiar vehemence and
. fuccefs. Aduated by a rage againft fuperftition
which his harrangues had infpired, the inhabitants
of Perth, and others whom the zeal of religion had,
at the time affembled here, proceeded to ats of vio-
lence againft the priefts, and the ceremonies and the
monuments of Romifh fuperftition, which rendered
all reconciliation impoflible between the contending
- parties. Here pafled fome of the moft important
tranfa&ions of the congregation, '

Here fill fands the famous houfe belonging ta-
the Gowrie family, the confpiracy of one of whom
againft the life of King James VL. is ftill one of the
moft myfterious events in the Scottith hiftory. - The
plot muft either have been long before concerted,—
or elfe the refult of fudden impulfe. Either Gowrie
muft have been watching for an opportunity to get
James into his hands ; or elfe the idea of ufing vio-
lenge againft his fovereign may have been fuggefted




PART OF SCOTLAND. 6%

iay the fudden occurrence of a favourable dccafion.
But, Gowrie was the favourite of the clergy, and
of the Englith, who then intermeddled much in the
management of Scottifh affairs. James was obnox-
ious to Elizabeth, as her neighbour, and heir-ap-
parent; and to his furioufly zealous Prefbyterian
fubjects, on account of the lenity which he then ex-
ercifed towards his Roman Catholic fubjeéts, that
he miglit win the Roman Catholic party in Engs
land and their fupporters abroad, to favour his ac.:
eeflion to the Englith throne; Gowrie was connee-
ted, more or lefs, with the Englifh, and was the
idol of the Prefbyterian Clergy. It was therefore
natural alike for him to favour the views of the
Englith, and to adopt the prejudices of the clergy,
«—and for them to quath the evidence of his confpi-
facy, and to palliate his guilt. I am even inclined
to fufpe@, that there might be a double confpiracy
of which Gowrie was the head. Upon the late ocs
cafion of the murder of the king of Sweden, there
was a double plot. One part of the confpiritors-
v ere ignorant of the combination and the purpofes
of the others: only two or three of their leaders
had communication with both parties. In the fame
manner [ {hould fuppofe, that, in the cafe of Gow-
rie’s. confpiracy, there might be two branches of
the plot, both centering {n Gowrie, and connected
with each other, o ngr thtpugh him. By his death -

the

;‘ .
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_the conneftion was deftroyed. Only a few of the’
meaner agents were difcovered. Thefe having had:
no intercourfe in the matter of the confpiracy with
the other and probably the more confiderable party,:
¢ould not betray them. They were wife enough to’

keep their own counfel. They fatisfied themfelves-

with ridiculing the tale as falfe, and with labouring
to perfuade James, that he had been miftaken when:
he fancied, that his life was threatened. It feems
probable, that Gowrie’s intention was either to con-
vey James to England, or having made himfelf
mafter of his perfon, to ufurp his authority. ;, whichr
he might have been enabled to maintain himfelf in,.
through the aid of the clergy..

A roorisw ftory is related by fomebody, as @

proof of Gowrie’s innocence, that he was engaged:
to partake: of a wedding-dinner with the Dean of
Guild, on the day on which James came to Perth ;:
that, upon hearing of the king’s approach, he chan~
ged colour, and feemed uneafy that he was not pre-
pared to give his Majefty a fuitable reception ; but,,

was at length perfuaded by the Dean of Guild, to«

daccept bisr entertainment, and have it carried to his.
own houfe for the ufe of the king and his attem-
dants. But, that I cannot fee, that the circum--
fances of this. ftory tend, in any degree, to excul-
pate Gowxie, It was natural for him to thew fome
R emotion.
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embotion at hearing of the king’sapproach, if he had
before intended to feize the firft opportunity, that
fliould offer, of mﬁrdering, or making him prifoner,
It was artful to afflume the air of being taken by
furprife, in ordcr to prevent all fufpicion of his pur+
pofes. .

I is agreed by all, that Gowrie was a young
sobleman of high accomplithments. He had travels
led, and profecuted his ftudies with great fuccefs
and applaufe in foreign Waiverfitics.

Tae conteft which followed between James and
his clergy, after this event, is remarkable in the ec.
elefiaftical hiftory of Scotland, and at the fame time
highly ridiculous. James could not prevail with
them to allow that an attempt had been made upon
his life, or to thank God for his efcape. The famous
Mr Robert Bruce, with fome others, were, on this
account banifhed to England. .

Gowmn Houfe is one of the moft remarkable old
buildings in Perth. It is now commonly occupied
by fome companies of artillery. The ftaircafe on
which Gowrie was killed; the window through
which James when ftruggling with an affaffin, called
to his attendants for afliftance; and that through
which he made his efcape, when he fled from the

fury
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~ fury of the populace, are afliduoufly thewn to ftratis
gers. Gowrie had great influence among the citi-
zens of Perth. '

ArtEr James’s acceflion to the Englifh throne,
the nobles, the clergy, and the municipal corpora<
tions of Scotland loft much of their former influ-
ence upon the government. The fovereign was,
before, but little exalted above them, and was often
dependent, in a great meafure on their generofity,
for means to fupply, the expences of his court. But;
his rank was now greatly elevated, his hands were
ftrengthéned, and more ample refources opened to
enable him to fupport, without their aid, the fplens
dour of i'Oyalty. Scotland fank into a dead calm.
Its civil turbulerice was hufhed ; and the progrefs of
civility and induftry feems to have, for a while,
ftood ftill in it. Perth could hardly gain, while the
reft of the kingdonx was lofing: Although it feems
probable that even then, Perth was of fome confix
deration, as a trading town. '

WaenN, after the Revolution, the Scots began fo
awake to the improvement of induftry, and to put
forth, their ancient energy of characer; Perth was .
not behind the reft of the country, in taking advan-
tage of the happy confequences of that great event.

- 1 know not whether the citizens of Perth difcovered
any
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any remarkable averfion from the Union. But, I
fufpedt, that they, no lefs than the trading towns,
found no reafon to rejoice in its immediate effects.

By thefe, I believe, that, while the Scots were

- gainers, Scotland loft. Its more ingenious and ¢n.
terprifing yonth were attracted to feek their fortune
in England. Its nobles and richer proprietors of
land repaired to pay their court to their Sovereign,
to attend their duty in Parliament, or to join the
circles of pleafure and fathion. .- Its foreign trade
was abfolutely fwallowed up in that of England,
And, its rifing manufactures, wherever they were
of a nature to contend with any fimilar eftablifh.
ments in England, fell before them. Yet, let it not
be fuppofed, that I mean to cenfure the wifdom of
the Union of the two kingdoms. Several of thofe
events would have taken place, in confequence of
their vicinity, and of the fuperior political impore
tance, and the more advanced civilization of Enge.
land, although the Union had not been accomplith-
ed. And, they have been all richly compenfated
by advantages which this country has received from
the Union. In confequence of this event, the opu-
lence, the civilization, and the induftry of the one
country have become common to it with the other.
While their interefts were divided, their mutnal
smulation was exprefled rather in obftructing each
other’s
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other’s views, than in any generous conteft of im-
provement. Their union has gradually foftened the
animofity of national rivalry, and left them difpofed
to contend only in fair and generous arts. Form-
ing by the union, one compa& body, their joint po-
litical importance among the nations of Europe, has -
thus been mightily increafed. Formerly, they migh
have been, with propriety, compared to thofe mon,
firous human forms which have fometimes been
feen, having two heads, and two pair of fthoulders
to one fet of limbs. Now, they refemble one mans
ly, and well-proportioned figure, in which every
part bears a juft and natural proportion to the reft,
and contributes to its firength and beauty. Inftead
of contending in branches of induftry, for the cul.
tivation of which the country enjoys natural or ac- -
quired advantages above the other; each has now
its proper part ; and a beneficial interchange of ma,
nufaétures and natural predudtions is carried on be,
tween the two countries. Befides, virtue, wealth,
induftry, and refinement refemble water, in that they
always tend to a level: No fooner have they been
raifed to a certain height in one country, than they
immediately tend to fpread themfelves out over the
countries contiguous to it: This is a certain phee,
nomenon in the hiftory of fociety : But various ob.
ftruéions, to oppofe, as fo many dykes, this diffu-
fiop of civility : Now, ‘fuch precifely was.the effe
. ‘ of
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of the divifion of this ifland of Britain into two fe~
parate kingdoms : By their fubjeétion to the fame
monarch, this difadvantage was far from being en-
tirely removed: It continued till the union had
made the Scots and the Englith one people; and
even after the union, till all had learned to accuftom.
themfelves to this intimacy of political conneétion..
How has Scotland been lately enriched by Englith -
manufacturing capitals, brought down to fituations
in Scotland where they can be employed to greater,
advantage than in England !——

It is not yet too late to mention, although in my:
hafte to look forward to the union, I negleted to in-
troduce it in its proper place, that in the midft of
the confufion and diftrefs which our civil wars in,
the laft century fpread over Britain, Perth was con-
fiderably benefited by the fettlement of a good num-
ber of Cromwell’s officers and foldjers in it. On the
fouth fide of the town, there ftill appear the remains.
of fome works erected by Cromwell. * Thofe of his,
army who remained in Perth were the fick and
wounded who could not follow the reft back to Eng-'
land. They taught the citizens of Perth to im-
prove their modes of life by the pradice of feveral
Englith arts, and excited among ‘them, 2 fpxnt of
induftry. ,

Vo L K Tus
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Tue rebel army, under the Earl of Mar is welf
known to have remained a confiderable time in
Perth, in the year 1715. There was confequently
a great quantity of money expended here, upon that
occafion, as well by that army, as by the concourfe
of people whom their refidence attracted hither.

Frowm that period, Perth and the adjoining coun-
try werelong regarded as of fufpicious loyalty. This
made Perth a permanent ftation, in a manner, for
foldiers. The citizens, whatever they might gain
by the neceflary expenditure of the foldiers and their
officers, were far from fond of thofe guefts. A
fquabble would, now and then, arife. In one in-
ftance, a dancing-mafter, I think, was killed by an
officer. The citizens and their magiftrates fearing -
that the murder might be over-looked, or the mur-
derer pardoned by Government, neglected the ufu-
al forms, and in great hafte, tried, condemned, and
executed him by their own authority. This, we
may be fure, did not tend to make their loyalty,
and fubmiflion to the laws, lefs fufpicious. Nor was
this an expedient by which they could rid themfelves
of the foldiery.

" HaviNc been civilized and inftruéted in feveral
of the ufeful arts by Cromwell’s foldiers; having
been enriched by Mar’s army; Perth was to owe

its
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its farther improvement to another zra of rebellion
and civil war. Till towards the middle of the pre-
fent century, a confiderable number, I believe of
the inhabitants, efpecially of the northern parts of
Scotland, were rather diflatisfied under the fway of
the houfe of Hanover. Government, again, were
jealous of their loyalty. Induftry, was little diffufed
through Scotland in general. The feudal manners
were, ftill in fome meafure preferved. Thehereditary
jurifdiction of the Highland chiefs had no favourable
influence on the police or civil order of the country.
Through thefe means was the progrefs of civiliza-
tion retarded. The country remained poor; and its
fcanty population hardly increafed. All thefe cir-
cumftances, together with others related to thefe,
contributed to give hopes to the fatious great at
home, to the exiled royal family, and to their fo-
reign friends, and our foreign enemies, that a change
might yet be effeCted in our government, and the
heirs male of the Stewart line re-eftablithed on the
Britith throne. Advantage was therefore taken of a
time when we were deeply engaged in foreign war,
when our antagonifts were powerful ; and our fuc-
cefs various. The latent fparks of rebellion were
. kindled up into a flame., The young Pretender
was perfuaded to try his fortune in Scotland: and
the unhappy bufinefs of the year 1715, was repeated
in 1745. The year 1745 was however fortunate to

K3 Perth,
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Perth. The progrefs of armies, while ruinous to 2
country, is often beneficial to certain individuals,
and to particular places. I know of more than one
refpectable private family, who may date the rife of
their wealth and confequence from the time when
the Englith purfued the rebellious Highlanders to
Culloden. Perth was in the fame manner confider-
ably enriched if not by the expences of the rebel,
yet by thofe of the loyal army. The eyes of its in-
habitants were opened to fee, that they might thrive
by trade and induftry. A {pirit of exertion was
roufed, which has, ever fince, been waxing more vi-
gorous and more active.

Taere are only two ways of reducing a turbu.
lent people to order; either by civilizing, or by ex-
terminating them. The meafures which had been
hitherto ufed with the people of Scotland favoured
more of the latter than of the former of thefe expe-
dients. A different plan of conduét was now adopt-
ed by government. The heritable jurifdittions
were abolithed; and the lower orders fubjected to a
jurifdi®ion more benign in its afpect, more falu-
tary in its influence. The revenue of the forfeited
eftates was employed in promoting the improvement
of the country: and on thofe eftates, improvements
of planting, of inclofure, of live-flock, of crops,
and of tillage were attempted, which, by their fue-
' celsy
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eefs, ferved as examples to invite the imitation of
the farmers and the proprietors of the lands conti.
guous. It was in this part of the kingdom chiefly,
that thefe happy changes took place. The improve-
ments of the circumjacent country neceflarily ex-
tended their influence to Perth, as a market, and a
fea-port town. Although long in the third rank
of the Royal Burghs of Scotland, it had been fo
{mall in the beginning of the prefent century, that
its inhabitants, as I have been told, compofed only
one congregation. But, the linen manufacture be-
ing now introduced here; and the circumftances
of the country requiring a greater number of the
common artifans, and a larger fupply of the articles
of import; its numbers were now rapidly multi-
plied, and its buildings extended, and conftrudted
in a ftyle of greater convenience and clegance. Since
that period I know not that any unfavourable caufes
have arifen to arreft or retard its progrefs. And, I
{uppofe, that it never was in a more thriving con-
dition than at prefent. While the Highlands of
Scotland continue to improve, Perth muft unavoid.
ably thrive. And it is eafy to fee, that its flourith-
ing muft be of advantage to the furrounding country.

THE fireets and houfes of Perth are, for the great-
gr part, difpofed in a regularity of plan, which
proves them not to be of the moft remote antiquity.
‘ k
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It is indeéd true, that the level fituation, being fin.
gularly favourable to regularity, might, even from
the firft, give this an advantage over many of our
old burghs. Several parallel ftreets run in a direc-
tion parallel with the river, as far as a right can bear
this relation to a curve line, nearly between Eaft
and Weft. Thefe are again interfeted by others
extending between North and South. It fhould
feem, that anciently particular ftreets were inhabited,
each by a particular clafs of Artifans. The names,
- fiill preferved, indicate as much. The thop-keepers
or merchants occupied one ftreet : the weavers ano.
ther : the hammermen a third : and other crafts oc-
cupicd; in the fame manner, each a feparate ftreet.

Many of the houfes in that ftreet called the Wa-
ter-Gate, feem to be very old buildings. Towards
the fouthern end of the Water-Gate ftands the fa-
mous palace of the Gowrie family, above mention-
ed. The buildings in the High-Street have probably
. been often renewed fince the origin of the city. I
do not recollet that many of them have a very an-

tique afpect.

Here are fill, or at leaft lately were, I believe,
fome houfes or parts of houies conftructed folely of
‘wood. There was a time when mafonry was an art
- far from common among our anceftors; and they
were
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were even little fkilled in quarrying and hewing
ftones. They knew no medium between huts of
turf or loofe ftones, and caftles of ftrength to refift
an hoftile attack, the builders of which were often
foreign mafons. When cities came to be formed,
and houfes of decent ftru@ure,—neither huts nor
caftles,—to be ereted in them; wooden ftages or
whole houfes were a contrivance which afforded
greater elegance and convenience than mere huts,
yet required not the pains and expence of fabrics of
ftone. In thofe days, our natural woods had not
yet exhaufted; timber was therefore eafily obtained;
wood was employed as a material for many of the
moft ordinary utenfils ; and the art of working it
was therefore more generally practifed than that of
working ftone. Hence feems to have originated
the fafhion of thofe wooden houfes, feveral of which
ftill remain in towns, here and there, as monuments
of the ftate of the arts among our anceftors, and of
the modes of life which they followed.—Another
circumftance which might contribute to eftablith this
fathion in many places, was the fcarcity of lime,
and the unfkilfulnefs of the ancient inhabitants of
this country, after the Roman arts were loft, in for-
ming mortar.

Tue Church in which John Knox harangued, ftill

ftands, and is now divided into three, named the
' caft -
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eaft, the middle, and the weft kirks. The eaft kirk
has not very many years fince, been very hand-
fomely modernized within. There is an old hofpi-
tal, a confiderable building, the founding of which is,
if I recollect right, afcribed to King James VI. The
Town-Houfe thuts up the eaftern énd of the High-
fireet. Mecting the high-ftreet at right angles, to-
wards its eaftern extremity,~and continuing the
- 'Water-Gate northward, is George’s Street, .confift-
ing of new houfes regularly built in 4 very hand:
fome ftyle. At the northern end of this firect, and
joining it on the weftern fide, nearly at right ang-
les, is Charlotte’s Street, built in a ftyle of equal or
greater neatnefs and elegance. A plan has been pro-
pofed by Mr Anderfon, proprietor of the ground,
for a New Town, to be built at a fmall diftance
weftward from Charlotte’s ftreet, and precifely I be-
lieve, where once ftood the monaftery of the Black

"Friars in which James I. was murdered.
ApjoINING to the angle formed by the jun&iom
of Charlotte’s Street with George’s Street, ftands the
bridge not many years fince, thrown over the Tay,
at Perth. The communication at this place, be-
tween the northern and the fouthern banks of this
river was formerly by an wooden bridge.- This
was very unfuitable to the depth and width of the
river, and to the throng of paflengers who had con-
‘ o ' tinual




PART OF SCOTLAND. 8t

tinital Occafion to pafs it. This ftately bridge of -
ftone was therefore projected and reared at the exa
- pence of about five and twenty thoufand pounds
fterling. Government contributed liberally out of
the revenue of the forfeited eftates for the execution
- of this ufeful public work. The magiftrates of Perth
advanced what the Burgh-Funds could afford. A
large fum was raifed by a fubfcription. And, the
late Earl of Kinnoul, a man whofe name is never
to be mentioned without praife, procured a loan,
upon the credit of a Toll to be levied, which made
up what farther was wanted to defray the expence
of the bridge. The debt thus contracted has fince-
been repaid, and the toll abolithed. This bridge
confifts of nine ftately arches. The meafurements
of its length and breadth I have forgotten. It is
truly a fine ftru€ture; but would have been more
fo, if the breadth had admitted of a foot-path on’
the northern, as there is on the fouthern fide.

THE Tav over which this bridge is thrown, and
on the fouthern bank of which the city of Perth
ftands, is truly a noble river. It rifes in Braidal-
bane, on the frontiers of Lorne. Before it has ad
vanced many miles from its fource, its ftream is con~'
fiderably augmented by the acceflion of feveral {fmall
rills. Soon after, it diffufes its waters into a {fmall
. Vor. L L - lake
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lake, called Loch Dochart; and indeed the river’
itfelf there bears rather the name of the Dochart.-
Continuing its courfe from Loch Dochart, it foon-
again expands into another lake.. Out of this it
proceeds to Killin, ftill bearing, if I rememberiright, .
~ the name of the Dochart.. Here it meets with ano-
ther river which flows hither by a more north-eaft-
erly courfe. 'Their waters are diffufed into the fa.-
mous Loch Tay, fixteen miles in-length. Iffuing,
from this fpacious lake, at Kenmore, the Tay is foon-
after increafed by the acceflion of the Lyon. It pro-
ceeds onward in an eaftern direction through Athol,.
receiving, as it advances, all the waters in the coun.
try, till at Logierait it is joined by the large river of
Tummel. ‘Here it bends to the fouth, and,advan.
eing about eight miles, reaches Dunkeld ; whence
taking a more northern direon, it continues its’
¢ourfe towards Perth; being as it advances, ftill’
augmented by the acceffion of various tributary
fireams ; the-moft confiderable of* which is the Al--
mond. At Perth it turns to the fouth-eaft, and re-
ceiving, as it proceeds, the waters of the Earne,
pafles by Abernethy, once the capital of the Pi&ifh-
kingdom. Soon after this, it expands itfelf to the
breadth of three miles. Contradting its breadth, as.
it approaches Dundee, it there opéns into the Ger--
sas. Ocean. - ' ,

Svew
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SucH is the noble river, on the fouthern bank of
which, where it has increafed into a vaft body of
water, and not a great many miles above where it
-difcharges itfelf ‘into the ocean,—Perth is advanta-
geoully fituated. - A perfon acqnainted with the ge-
:neral charaéter of great rivers, and with their influ-
vence in determining the afpe and the fertility of
sthe diftriéts through which they pafs,—might readi-
dy,—without farther knowledge of the local circum-
sftances, than what is conveyed in this account of
-the courfe of the Tay, and of the fituation of Perth
supon it,—conclude the city to ftand amid delightful
Jcenery, and to enjoy moft of the advantages which
snatural circumftances afford, fer ihe promotion of
itrade and indufiry.

Ir Perth and :its -furrounding {cenery prefent an
:affemblage. of fine objects to the traveller gpproach-
‘ing from the fouth, as he crofles the nerthern thoul-
.der of Moncrief-hill; the profpect though lefs ex-
.tenfive, and lefs crowded, is, however, little lefs
pleafing, from any ftatiop immediately around the
town.—It is pleafing to caft the eye upwards from'
the bridge, upon the courfe of the river. On the
aorthern bank appears a feries of villas, gardens,
fmall parks furrounded, or at leaft partly furround-
.ed with trees, with here and there a little clump of -
&ifing wood, and here and there a clufter of meaner -

“ La hopfes,
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. houfes. In the mean time, two or three fmall boats
are perhaps paddling on the river; and, it may be,
that the fithermen are bufy with their nets. On
the fouthern bank lies the fine level plain, called the
‘North Inch, (in relation to the South Inch), white
half.over with linens which the watherwomen are-
‘bufy in fpreading out, or taking up: reund the
edges of this plain, a few of the citizens are perhaps
ftrolling carelefsly : traes of 2 moderate height, mark
the line upon the left, where the level furface gently
fwells, as it recedes fouthward from the river: be-
yond thefe trees, on the rifing ground, are gardens, -
from which the people of the town are fupplied with
fummer-fruits and paot-herbs: ftill farther to the
fouth-weft are rich corn-fields, and, if I remember
right, within the limits of the profpe&, the enchant-
ingly fituated houfe of Fewe. Farther up the fiream,
on the fame fide, are meadows and corn fields fur-
rounded with rows of trees, and partly within fight,
feveral houfes of a decent afpect, and feats of manu-
fa&uring induftry.

Ir the fpettator, fiill keeping his ftation on the
" Bridge, now turn to mark the courfe of the ftream, as
it runs on, eaft by fouth, he has, on his right hand, a
back view of one of the lines of houfes which compofe
George’s-Street; (objeéts, Igrant, not otherwife plea-
fing than by the affociated ideas of the comforts of fo-

el
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«ial, divilized life which they fuggeft.) Carrying his
eye farther on the fame fide, he has a glimpfe of the
fouth-caftern edge of the SouthInch; and the eye refts
" on the north-eaftern fide of Moncrief-hill. On the
river are numbers of veflels of various fizes, to the
burthen of two hundred tons. Perhaps the failors
are bufy in difcharging or lading a cargo; or the
veflels are advancing up, or moving down the river.
On the north-eaftern bank is the famous hill of Kin-
noull, which, although, on other quarters it towers
up, with a fudden and precipitous elevation, here de-
clines infenfibly to where it bounds the river, on one
fide, and till it finks, to the north-weft, into the long:
ridge which advances up the river. That part of
this hill which is here within view, is finely clad with
wood. Here and there are vacant fpaces, beating
rich crops of corn. The church of Kinnoul, with
fome other houfes, and a carriage road leading to
the fummit of the hill are alfo feen to diverfify the
fcene. Yet, I muft acknowledge that, this ftatior
is too near for the {fpetator to enjoy the profpeét of
the woed to the beft advantage. . And, there is no
very diftant ftation from which it can be feen. Iam
not fure that the hue of the pines of which it con-
fifts, is not too fombrous for the fituation. Aleng
this bank, lower than the grounds, clad with the °
wood, runs a line of houfes, which may in time be
gxtended farther eaftward,

: Tux
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THE South Inch is another ftation from which
;an agreeable profpect may be had, particularly of a
part of Kinnoul-hill. Here is lefs wood, and a larger
extent of cultivated ground on the fide of the hill,
with an happily eneugh fituated houfe, the dwelling
of a Mr Moncrief. The majeftic, winding courfe
«©of the river is at the fame time feen, and on its
fouthern bank, a lower eminence, interpofed before
Moncrief-hill. The firanger may, with equal plea-
fure, ramble about and gaze around him, upon the
other fides of this city.—Yet, after all, ‘it muft be
«confefled that as Perth is feated, as it were, in the
«arena of an amphitheatre, it does not afford the bekt
ftations for feeing thefe environs to advantage. The
beft profpeéts:in this traé of country, as may natu-
zally be fuppofed, are to befeen from the towering
peaks, and the fwelling ridges-fcattered through it.

Tur late Earl of Kinnoul was at the expence of
xcarrying a carriage-road, from the north-eaft end of
the Bridge, by a gradual, winding afcent to the
fummit of Kinnoul-hill. The profpeét from the
fummit of this hil, although lefs extenfive on one
fide, is in other refpe@s perhaps fuperior to that
which the fummit of Moncrief-hill affords. The
* waft plain of Strathmore, the famed Grampian
anountains, ‘many miles of the courfe of the Tay,
i’crth mth all its environs, the caaft of Fife and the

German
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German Ocean are all vifible from this fituation.
It were endlefs to enumerate the particular objeéts:
which are hence to be feen, or even to name the
little groups of conne&ed objeéts, each forming a
fine landfcape, into which the whole fcene might be
divided. Under the fhoulder of the hill appears
Lord Grey’s Houfe, in a fnugly fheltered fituation ;
and if not dire@ly oppofite, yet within the fame
range of profpect, two little illes, formed by the’
windings of the Tay, which, in their relative pro-
portions, and fituation, bear a' wonderfully exa&:
refemblance to Great Britain and Ifeland. Kin
noul hill as well as that of Moncrief, and Dunfin-
nane at fome diftance northward,—confifts of an afa
femblage of columnar rocks; from which paffion~
ately fyftematic mineralogifts might poflibly infer
that thefe have once been vents of volcanic fires.
I fhall not fport an inference upon the occafion.

This country was vifited, and the mineralogy of =

this hill examined by the famous French mineralo~
gift Faujas.de St Fond. He found it abfolutely a-
treafury of the foffil riches of nature. I did not
particularly examine its mineralogy. Yet, I have
feen fome finely polithed agates from it. And F
have been made happy by the promife of a collece
tion of fpecimens from the fame quarry of minerals

PERTH,- :
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PerTi, as I have faid, contained no more inhd:
bitants in the beginning of the prefent century, than
were fufficient to form one congregation: They
might' be fomewhat enriched by the expences of
Mar’s army, in 1715. But, I fuppofe, their num:
bers did not increafe in any confiderable proportion,
till after the events of 1745. I have already obfer-
ved that from this laft period, they feem to have
been awakened, as if from a deep fleep, and have
been animated with a better fpirit of a@ivity.—Their
trade had been hitherto very much confined: And,
of manufacturing induftry and its advantages they
had little idea. They might import from England,
and perhaps (for I do not here fpeak with certainty)
from the Mediterranean and the Baltic, a fuw of the
more important articles of neceflity and luxury;
and they might, in return, export fome few ar-
ticles : but ftill they poflefled nothing but a very in+
- confiderable trade.

- THEY Were famous for a finuggling importitiorn
of wines; which, through the arts by which they
evaded payment of the duties, they werc enabled to’
fell cheaper and more genuine than the fame wines
could be obtained any where elfe in Scotland.

AxortHeR mode of induftry by which the citizens
of Perth gamed confiderably, in thofe days, was by

carrying
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carrying theit goods, as pedlars or chapmen, through
thofe parts in the Highlands which were far diftant
from market towns. This fpecies of traffic was fuf-
ficiently gainful ; for the chapmin was always en-
tertained with the beft fare, with free hofpitality 3
and had, befides, the advantdge of felling his goods
at his own price, without being injured by that ri-
valry which reduces the profits of neighbouring fhop-
keepers in the fame'town. The gains of this travel-
ling trade laid the foundation of fome confiderable
fortunes now in-Perth.

Anp here,—if I miay be allowed t6 affume, for a
moment, the cloak, or hood at leaft, of a commer-
“cial philofopher,—I am induczd to obferve, that
chapmen or pedlars, are the great civilizers of coun-
tries and nations. We learn from Cafar and other
‘Roman writers, that the travelling merchants who
frequented Gaul and other barbarous countries, ei-
ther newlyconquered by the Roman arms, or border-

*ing on the Roman conquefts, were ever the firft to -
thake the inhabitants of thofe countries familiarly .
-aéquainted with the Roman modes of life, and to
infpire‘ them with an inclination to follow Roman fa-
fhions, and to enjoy Roman conveniencies. In North
America, travelling merchants from the fettlements
have done and continue to do much more -towards
<ivilizing the Indian natives, than all the Miffiona-

Vor. I . . M ries,
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ries, Papift or Proteftant, who have ever been fent®
among them. There is reafon to expect, that much:
may be equally done for the civilization of the na-
tives of New Holland, by chapmen travelling, with.
fuitable wares from our new formed fettlements at
Botany-Bay.

NoTHING can be more natural, than that thefe:
things fhould fo happen. A rude people will hard-
ly go in-fearch of commodities of which they know
not the names, the nature, or the value, and which
they havelittle, if any money to purchafe.. Yet, when
. fuch commodities are brought among them, expo-
fed to their view, and recommended as fafhionable
or ufeful; they feldom fail te-take a fancy for them,
.and will often give in-exchange any thing of how-
ever. eflential utility, that they already poflefs. They
learn to labour, that they may have means with:
which to purchafe thofe foreign commodities.—They
learn to difdain the ufe of thofe’cearfe clothes, or rude
utenfils with which they were before content.. And
with'the new conveniencies, they: infenfibly adopt
~ that improved fyftem of manners to which fuch con-~
veniencies properly correfpond.. In the ftage of the-
progrefs of fociety in which this change is begun,
no fuch alteration could poffibly take place, without
the intervention of chapmen or pedlars.

k
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1 4s farther to be obferved, for the credit of this
wmoft ufeful clafs of men, that they commonly con-
gribute, by their perfonal manners no lefs than by:
the fale of their wares, to the refinement of the peo-
ple among whom they travel. Their dealings form
them to great quicknefs of wit, and acutenefs of
Jjudgment. Having conftant occafion to recommend
themfelves and their goods, they acquire habits of
the moft obliging attention, and the moft infinua-
ting addrefs. As, in their peregrinations, they have
.opportunity of contemplating the manners of various
men andwarious cities; they become eminently fkilled
in the knowledge of the world. As they wander,
¢ach alone, through thinly inhabited diftricts, they
form habits -of reflexion, and of fublime contempla-
tion. With all thefe qualifications, no wonder,
that they fhould often be, in remote parts of the
country, the beft mirrors of fathion, and cenfors
of manners ; and fhould contribute much to polith
the roughnefs, and foften the rufticity of our pea-
fantry. It is not more than twenty or thirty years,
fince a young man going from any part of Scotland
to England, of purpofe to carry the pack, was confi-
dered, as going to lead the life, and to acquire the
fortune of a gentleman. When, after twenty years
abfence, in that honourable line of employment, he
returned, with his acquifitions to his native country,
be was regarded as a gentleman to all intents and

M2 . purpofes,
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purpofes.. When he had purchafed a little eftate, he
* commonly made improvements, and fet up in‘a ftile
_of living, by which the tafte of the whole country-ﬁdc
was mightily correfted and refined. I believe in my
- confcience, that at leaft a fifth part of our fecond-
rate gentry, whofe gentility is not of ancient, mi-
htary origin, may trace it to thg ufeful mduﬁry of
this deferved clafs of citizens, *

BuT, to trace fomewhat farther, the progrefs of
that reﬁnement which is begun through the mini-
ftration of itinerant merchants :—When cunoﬁty,
tafte, induftry, and fancy have, by then: endca-
vours, been rouzed ; the purchafers of thexr com-
modities learn next to meet them at fairs. By af-
fembling upon thefe occafions, they become more
focial in their tempers, they are taught to vie with
one another in their manners and appearance, they
gain fome knowledge of traffic, and become acquam-
ted with more of the conveniencies of life. ' The
time of the fair becomes a period to which their
hopes'look forward, and an ra from which evcry
one dates fome increafe or other of his perfonal ima
portance. Every one returns home from it, too,
with refolutions to earn money or to prepare coms
modities which may enable him to make greater.
purchafes by the return of next fair, o

Tuy
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° Tue {pirit of induftry and of focial intercourfe
which is by thefe means ftirred up, continues to -
perate, till yet more frequent meetings for the pur.
pofes of traffic become requifite. - Markets are next
gftablithed. The chapmen becamie fhop-keepers.
And the improvement of the country, if not ims
peded by the operanon of oppofite caufes, goes ras
pzdiy on.

THis is no fancifel or ludicrous deduétion. The
progrefs of indufify, and of luxury, advances by
thefe very fteps. Chapmen are undeniably of all
that confequence in fociety which I have afcribed to
them. Iknow not if the Society for propagating
Chriftian knowledge in the Highlands and Hlands
of Scotland, had not better employ chapmen, inftead
of preaching miffionaries,—or unite the two charac<
ters of the chapman and the preaching miffionary in
thc fame perfon

Bur, this digreffion has been now fpun out to 3
fufficient length. To what was above meritioned con~
cerning the itinerant merchants of Perth, I fhall add
farther, that they ufed fometimes to find the High«
Iand lairds more wnlling to buy than to pay. Of one
of thefe gentlemen it is related, thata chapman who
pmd him a dunning vifit, hawng been court¢puflyt
yeceived, and lodged for the mght in 2 coiiffartible

B . bed
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$ed-chamber,—was furprifed when he arofe in the
morning, and was thinking of demanding his money
from the Jaird,—to. fee oppofite to his window the
dead body of a man, hanging upon a pott or a grow-
ing tree. He enquired concerning this appearance
from the firft fervant who entered his chamber. The
fervant told him, that it was the body of a merch~
ant from the low country who had come to dun
the laird for a debt he owed him; and that, the
kird had, in a paffion at the fellow’s infolence, or-
dered him to be hung up. Upon receiving this in-
formation, our chapman refolved te take his leave
of his hoft, without mentioning the fubjec of his
coming. The laird was pleafed with the fuccefs of
his trick; for he who hung on the tree was only a
man of ftraw who had been drefled and hung up, of
purpofe that his fate might terrify the realcreditor
from making a troublefome demand.

~ Maxwy of the itinerant merchants who travelled
-through the Highlands, from Perth and its vicinity,
after they had earned a competent fum by their tra-
velling trade, fettled as fhop-keepers, and brought
a confiderable acceflion of capital to enliven the
induftry of the city. A confiderable manufaéture
of linen was infenfibly eftablifhed here. The Trufs
tees appointed to receive the rents of the forfeited
aftages, and to lay them out in part, for the direG
' improvement
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fihprovement of the country,—among their other
efforts,—were at great pains to encourage the cul-
ture of lint, and the fpinning of linen-yarn. With
the produ&ion of the raw materials, they fhewed a
kike difpofition, to encourage the working of thefe
up into manufa&ured goods, fit for immediate ufe.
The linen manfacture was accordingly not a little
indebted to their cares for its progrefs at Perth.

ArTER the raifing and drefling of lint, the fpin-
ning of yarn, and the weaving’of linen cloth; the
next object was, to provide for the bleaching of the
cloth., A bleachfield, the firft I believe, in this
neighbourhood, was eftablithed by a Mr Chriftie,
at Tulloch, more thar fifty years fince. The ma-
nagement of it was undoubtedly obferved to be fuf-
ficiently gainful. For, after fome time, when the
proprietor of this bleachfield refufed fome {mall a-
batement in his prices which fome of the manufac-
turers required; it was determined to form another
bleachfield at Luncarty, two or three miles farther -
up the river; a fcene famous in the martial hiftory
of Scotland.

Or the ancient glories of this now bufy, fmiling
fcene of peaceful induftry, I would willingly fay
fomething, if I could, with certainty. The flory
i, that in the end of the tenth century, a bloody

, battle
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‘battle was here fought between the Scots and the
Danes who had invaded their country, and had ad-
wvanced thus far from the eaftern coaft. Theinva-
ders were defeated with great flaughter.” The
Scots are faid to have been greatly indebted fot
their viGory to peafants of the name of Hay, 4
father and two fons; who with the yokes of their
oxen from the -plough, ftayed the flight of their
¢countrymen, led them back to charge the enemy,
and urged on to coriqueft. - The reality of. this
#vent is -confirmed by the circumftances of the
fcene, Artificial hillocks or barrows -are fcattered
heré and there over it. Some of thefe having been
occafionally opened, bones, or entire fkeletons have
been found within them, fometimés proteéted by
tude ftone coflins, and fometimes fitnply depodited
in the earth: An upright ftone in one place is fup-
pofed—but 6nly fuppofed—to mark the. grave of
the Danith leader. A particular fpot Rill retaing
the name of Danemerk. Another i3 diftinguithed
by the appellation of Turn-again-Hillock: The noble
families of the firname of Hay, faid to be the defcen<
dents of the brave peafants who turned the fortune
of the day, in this battle, bear in their armorial en-
figns, the inftruments of the victory, with the mottoy
Sub, Fugo.~SBuch are the circamftances of this ftory.
T muft confefs, that.I am not inclined to receive the
whole tale, with implicit credit. Thus muchTthirk
_certaim
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etl‘taixi, that a battle was here fought,—moft pro«
bably between the Scots and the Danes; and that
the armorial beirings of the Hays allude to fome
atchievements, real or fuppofititious, in which their
anceftors advantageoully availed themfelves of fuch
weapons as the apparatus of the plough afforded.

A the time when the formation of a bleachfield
upon this fcene was firft proje@ted, the furface was
in a very rough uncultivated ftate. The late Mr
William Sandeman having obtained a leafe from Mr
Graham of Balgowan, of a fuitable extent of ground,
immediitely bégat to form fields for the teception
of clothy and to lead out the requifite ftreams of
water in a convenient dire@tion ; built the neceflary’
houfes, and furnifhed himfelf with the proper appa-
fatus for bleaching. The Truftees for Improvements
&c. pleafed with his exertions, and with the judicious

manner in which he conduéed them, afflifted him
4t different times, with pecuniary aid from their
funds: The linefi manuficture was then advan- .
cing, no lefs through Scotland in gener3l, than at
Perth. His fields were foon clad with as much
cloth as they could receive. His profits were cona
fiderable. He extended his ficlds, and employed
additional hands. As this branch of his bufinefs be-
tame more and more lucrdtive, the fcene where it
was conduéted became more and more agreeable.

Vor. L N - He
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He cleared, and inclofed his fields, fcattéred ovef
them, as the variations of the furface fuggefted, lit-
tle- knots and belts of wood, and profecuted his
improvements, till he at length'rendered: this place
ane of the fineft inftances I have feen, of the tenden-~
ey of virtuous induftry of any kind, to beautify the
face of nature, and to call forth her beft bousties.-

ArTER fome time, other bleaching companies a-
rofe, and eftablithed their works at Huntingtower’
- and Ruthven. Thefe alfo have begn: very fuccefsful.

WHiLE the manufature of linen continued to be
almoft every year extended in thefe environs, a Mr’
Macalpine, who had been manager for a printing-
company, on the banks of the Leven, in the neigh-
bourhood-of Dumbarton,—came to eftablifh-himfelf
here.. He was a man of a bold, projeéting genius :-
but I have not underfteod, that his capital was con-
fiderable. He obtained leafes of convenient grounds:
at Stormontfield and at Cromwell-Park, formed
the neceffary werks en a great fcale, and- aGually
gave a new animation to the induftry of Perth and
its neighbourhood, é.ndj by his own efforts, and by
_ the influence of his example, was changing’ the afx

pe&t of the country. He entered, at the fame time-
while he eftablithed his bleaching-works, into very
extenfive dealings in the purchafe ard fale of linen«

goods..
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Eoods. But his views were too wild and magnifi-
<ent, and his capital too fmall. To carry on his
bufinefs, he was fometimes obliged, I believe, to dif-
pofe of goods to difadvantage. And fill as his bu-
finefs fcemed to proceed, in any particular branch
of it, with fuccefs, his views were enlarged, and he
conceived and attempted new proje@ts. The refult
of the whole, was, his failure after he had been only
about three or four years in bufinefs; and that for
an incredibly large fum.

Bur, his exertions had already contributed great-
ly to animate, to extend, and to give a more bene-
Aficial diretion to—the manufaéturing induftry of
Perth and its environs. Although unfuccefsful for
himfelf, he had been eminently fuccefsful for the
country. A few might fuffer by his bankruptcy.
But, his greateft debts were due to creditors in Eng-
fand. And I believe that no inconfiderable part of
that value which he confumed, had been laid out
here, either abeut the works which he eftablithed,
or in purchafes from the dealers about Perth. He
feems to have benefited this place chiefly by ex-
pending upon it property drawn from England, for
which, in confequence of his failure, no return was
fmade. - ‘ '

N2 His
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_His leafes and the works which he had formed
fell into the hands of other gentlemen ; who, by con-
- ducting the bufinefs with more fober caution, upon
better capitals, and with equal intelligence, make
them alike gainful to themfelves, and beneficial to
the cauntry. ’

WHILE thefe feveral eftablithments for bleaching
were formed, the manufaéture of linen continued
to be annually improved and extended in its feveral
fubdivifions. Greater crops of  flax were raifed.
The feeds were more fkilfully preferved. The flax
was better drefled. Larger quantities were import-
ed, to make up the deficiency of that raifed at home.
The practice of fpinning was extenfively diffufed
among the inhabitants of the Highlands. The {pin-
ners of fome diftriéts, as of Atholl, for inftance,
became more fkilful in their art. The looms were
multiplied. New markets were fucceffively tried.
Cloths of a greater diverfity of fabric were prepared.

In the mean time other branches of trade and in-
dufiry, connected with thefe, partook in their pro-
fperity. The preparation of lintfeed oil had fora
¢onfiderable time been practifed here: the firft miln
for that purpofe having been erected by John, Duke
of Atholl; about the beginning of the prefent cen-
tury. Lintfeed oil was then efteemed highly medi-

' ¢inal;
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€inal; and a glafs of whifky mixed with half a glafs
of this oil was a favourite dram. The mills for the
preparation of this oil were at length multiplied to
four; and the quantity of about three hundred
tons, giving a return of about nine thoufand pounds,
is annually exported.

Tae fithings of the river had long been valuable.
They became more fo, when expedients were adop-
ted for preferving the fithes frefh, till they could be
expofed to fale in the markets of London and Edin-
burgh. The tackfmen of the fitheries pay a rent of
about three thoufand pounds a-year. There is a
confiderable exportation to different ports on the
Mediterranean.—Three thoufand fithes, weighing
all together eight and forty thoufand pounds, have
been here caught in one morning. The fithery be-
gins at St Andrew’s day, and ends on the 26th of
Auguft, Old Style.

As the agricultural improvements of the country,
at leaft in the near neighbourhood of Perth, kept
pace with the progrefs of its manufaGures ; another
branch of its trade has, for a long while, been the
exportation of wheat, barley, and other kinds of
grain, to a confiderable amount. Tallow, bees-
wax, drefled theep-fkins, drefled and raw calf-fkins,
snd raw goat-fkins are alfo thipped from this place.

' ' Befidg



yos JOURNEY THROUGH

Befide thefe, of the ftaple articles of Perth, white
and brown linens, to a great value, are annually feng
to London and Glafgow ; as well as thread and yarn
of various kinds. Confiderable quantities of fhoes
and boots are made here, and exported to London.*

Bur, even within thefe very few years, and fince
the trade and induftry of Perth were in the thrj-
wving condition now mentioned, thefe have greatly
improved. This has happened, in confequence of
the introduction of the Cotton manufacture into
Scotland.

. Corron ftuffs of various fabrics, were long a
wery capital article of import from the Eaft Indies,
The raw material is there produced in great abun-
dance; and the Gentoo artifans are among the firft
in the world, for peaceful, painful induftry, and for
artificial, although not for fzientific ingenuity. Their
modes of life, too, . are fingularly. favourable to the
progrefs of the arts. “The circumftances of the cli-
mate recommend the utmoft fimplicity of drefs.
The fame circumftances, aided by religious princi-
ples and prejudices, and by a.fyftem of cuftoms and
manners which have been wonderfully permanent
in that part of the world,—have formed them to a

degrcc

" * See the Table of the Exports and Imports of Perth, at the cnd
®f thig volume,
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degree of fobriety in life, and of fimplicity in foodg
which enable them to afford their induftry much
cheaper, than the artifans of any other manufa&tus-
ting countries can. It muft indeed be allowed, that
the fuperior fertility of Indoftan co-operates to pros
mote the fame ends. Let us confider, how much
more labour our own artifans would be able to pera
form, and how much lefs they would require for
their fuftenance,—if they fhould never intoxicate
themfelves with ftrong liquors, fhould ufe no animal
food, and fhould confume no part of their time in
the idlenefs of debauchery ?—Thefe are precifely. the
advantages which the manners, and the local circum«
fances of Indoftan have long contributed, to favour
its manufa@uring induftry. And, if, in addition
to thefe, the inhabitants of that country could have
the benefit of the application of fcience to abridge
the complex procefles, and to improve the infiru-
ments of art ; it thould feem to be a matter impof-
fible for the manufadturers of any other mation tor
¢ontend with them in the market.

AT the time, when the cotton ftuffs of the Eaft
Indies firft began to be plentifully imported inte
Europe, we knew little of the ufe of cotton, or of
the manufature of cotton cloth, None of our ufe-
ful arts had been improved to a ftate of very higlt
pesfe@tion. Thofe ftufls were eagerly purchafed at

any
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$ihy price the importers chofe to fet upon theni;
and a confiderable time paffed before we thought of
tmporting the raw material, and imitating the fa-
brics, at home. However, as cotton-ftuffs came in-
'to more general requeft, and the raw material came
to-be obtained in great abundance from the Britifh
and French Welt India iflands, and as I believe, alfo
from North America ; our manufaétureres ventured
at length to try whether they could not imitate the
beautiful cotton ftuffs of the Eaft. Only the coarfer
-forts of thefe, however, did they at firft attempt.
The finer feemed inimitableé; Although the fabrics
were woven ; yet how fhould they be painted with
that elegant diverfity of figures and colours with
which the ftuffs of India were adorned? Or in a
tountry fo luxurious and opulent as Great Britain;
~ ¢tould labour be afforded half {o cheap as in India?
<—And, had there been norie of thefe difadvantages
to difcourage the ptogrefs of the cotton manufac:
ture in this ifland : yet, the advantages of vaft ca:
pital, of the prepofieflions of thé purchafers, and
of the dexterity which workmen, even without fu-
- perior fkill, dcquired by lorig praftice, were all a
gaintt us.

- YeT, with thefe dgainft us, was this manufaure
infenfibly introduced. When it had once obtained
a footing, it continued to make its way. Fortu:
‘ . nately
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fnately the fame caufes which contributed to raife
the price of labour, ferved at the fame time to im-
prove the dexterity of our artifans; and to favour
the application of fcience to the improvement of art.
Our labouring mechanics have been often alarmed
and enraged when by any happy application of
{cience to the improvement of art, or perhaps by the
accidental obfervation of fome artift, inventions have
been made which ferved to abridge the procefles of
manufaure, and to enable a féw hands to perform
what before required a multitude. But, never was
prejudice more unjuft ; never was paffion more un-
reafonably excited. The chief advantage of thefe
improvements redounds to them. By means of
thefe are our manufadures produced at a fmaller
coft. . They are offered to fale in the market at cheap-
er prices. We underfell our rivals. The trade falls
entirely into our hinds. Much greater quantities
of the fame goods muft be wrought up. The fame
number of hands are therefore employed, although
by the improvements, théy are enabled to perform a
much greater quantity of labour than formerly.
And, within a fhort time, the increafed demand for .
goods which can be afforded fo cheap, requires the
employment of a greater number of hands, than
even when no abridgement of the procefles of their
art-had rendered their labour extraordinarily pro-
dudtive. \ ) ,

Vor. L. 0] . Nar,
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Nav, I will venture to go farther, and to afferty
that the improvement of the mechanic arts, and
the abridgement of the procefles of manufacture
. tend, more than any othet events that can happen,
to improve the condition of the poor, and are more
beneficial to the labourers than to the mafters who
employ them. When manufactures thrive in any -
eountry, without producing any remarkable im-
provement in the dexterity of the workmen, or any
inventions to abbreviate the labour; the confequence
1s, that the numbers of the labouring poor are, in
that country, augmented, but their fituation is not
fendered much more comfortable. More are main-~
tained in the fame ftate of moderate accommodation
and enjoyment in which the libouring poor were
before placed ; but every individual, and every fa-
mnily are left in the fame narrow circumftances as:
formerly. Nay, if they live, as it is likely that
they will, in large cities-and villages, the habits of
lfe which they will form, in confequence of being
thus crowded together, will have a tendency to keep
them poorer and lefs. eafy in their circumftances,
than the fame clafs, in places where manufadtures
are unknown. And, the quicknefs and regularity
with which their wages muft neceffarily be paid to
them, will alfo tend to make them more extrava-
gant, and to keep them always needy.

Now,
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- Now, the benefit which they naturally derive
from the abbreviation of labour by the fimplificati-
on of the procefles of manufalture, and the ufe of
machinery inftead of hands,—is this,—that the ma-
nufacturing merchants who empley them, can now
afford to pay them higher wages, although the ne-
ceflaries of life rife not in price, in proportion to
the augmentation of their wages. When the cir-
cumftances of the trade admit of this augmentation
of wages, it foon takes place, through the emulati~
on of the mafters, the obftinacy of the workmen,
and the urgency of the demand for labour. In this
way does it feem to me, that the workmen are truly
the chief gainers by any invention which abridges
the labour of any particular manufatture. I am
pleafed to fee that prejudice faft lofing ground, which
nfed formerly to render every inventor in the mecha-
nic arts obnoxious to the hatred and abufe of the
artifans whofe labour he had abridged.

It was this abbreviation of labour by machinery
which firft contributed to the fuccefs of the cotton
manufactures of Great Britain. Wanting the ad-
vantages of the manufacturers in the eaft, and of
the importers of their goods, we formed other ad-
vantages for ourfelves which foon enabled us to ri-
wal, and finally to excel them. The fortunate in-
yention by which mill-machinery has been applied

' Q2 to
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the fpinning as well as to the carding of cotton-wool,
gave us at once, an equivalent to the unremitting
induftry, the fimple manners, the fober temperance
of the labourers in the eaft, to the monopoly of the
Eaft India Company, and to the prepofleflions of
the purchafers in favour of their goods, When,
through the ufe of machinery, labour came to coft
fo little, the goods produced could be afforded at a
very trifling price. Their cheapnefs increafed the
demand for them. Finer fabrics were fooner tried,
and greater dexterity attained. And, in this order,
has been the progrefs. The princely fortune accu-
mulated by the late 8ir Richard Arkwright, the thri-
_ving condition of Manchefter, of all Lancathire, and
of other places in England where the cotton manu.
facture has been introduced,—prove well, how rapxd
and fortunate this progrefs has been,
¢

As it continued, and as our manufa&tures of cot-
ton were annually extended and improved, the Eaft
India Company found their fales of India cotton
ftuffs every year lefs and lefs profitable. They had
been accuftomed to take many of the advantages of
fraud and oppreflion. Scott, the poetical Quaker
of Amwell, has left among his works a fine Eclogue
on the diftrefles which the native inhabitants of our
territories in the Eaft, fuffered under the tyranny of
-+ their Britith mafters, in which he introduces it as a
firiking
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firiking and undeniable fac, that the Gentoo weavers
were accuftomedto cut off their thumbs, that they
might be incapacitated for labonr, and might efcape
the employment of their Britith mafters. Such tyran-
ny defeated its own purpofe, and co-operated with the
improvement of our manufa&ures at home, to rendezr
the Eaft India Company, lofers by their trade in cot-
ton ftuffs. Yet, one confideration has induced them
* ftill to continue this importation ; uniting in them-
felves the two charaéters of merchants and territo-
rial fovereigns; they receive in goods, the taxes
which they levy as fovereigns: Thus are they ena-
bled to accept the cottons manufaétured by their
fubjeés at a cheaper rate, than they could afford to
purchafe them at, if they were fimply merchants.
What is thus loft can be made up by additional
taxes. Ewven with this circumftance in their fa.
vour; they have found this branch of their trade fo
little gainful, that, I believe, they have for thefe

fome years, imported every fucceeding year, a fmall. °

er quantity of wrought cottons, than on the pre-
ceding.—When their charter fhall expire, it will be-
come our Government to ufe means that the ma-
nufactures of the eaft may be brought, with no un-
due advantages, to vie with our own in the market.

Tuus fuccefsful in the competition with the im-
porters of the cottong of the eaft: Qur manufac,
: ‘ turery

]
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turers gained new advantages by our Commercial
Treaty with France. Some too hafty and too bold
~ {peculations upon that event ended, indeed, in dif-
appointment and bankruptcy. It was natural, that
fo much fhould happen, in the eagernefs of hope
which was excited, and in the ignorance of the par-
ties concerned, as to the pratical force of the new
regulations of the trade. But, no fooner was the
novelty over, and the requifite knowledge of circum.
ftances fully obtained, than our cotton manufadturers
began to find, that the commercial treaty had open.
ed up to them a very advantageous channel for the
difpofal of their goods. New capitals were thrown
into this department of bufinefs. New cotton works
were erefted through all quarters of the country,
New ingenuity was turned to the improvement of
every branch of art cannefted with this lucrative
manufacture. Every degree of finenefs of yarn, every
different fabric of cloth, and every refinement in
bleaching, and in printing were affiduouily tried.

1 musT not omit the notice of one circumftance
which contributed eminently to turn us, in fo con.
fiderable a degree, to the cotton manufa&ture. By
the American war, and by its iflue, a large thare of
the capital of the merchants of Britain was thrown

" out of the channels of trade in which it had been

formerly employed. At Glafgaw, this is well known
. | | tq
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to have been particularly felt. The perfons who
had found employment and fortune in the manage-
ment of that capital, were now at a lofs what to do:
They looked around them. They faw the cotton
trade rapidly gaining ground. They joined its pro-
moters, {hared the advantages, and urged it forwards

WHILE events and confiderations of this nature
were producing their effe@ts, the difturbances of
France arofe, and extended their influence over the
Continent. At Rouen the manufacture of cotton
ftuffs had been tried, and not without fuccefs. It
might have advanced faft ; for the French were ne-
ver inferier to us in mechanical ingenuity ; and the
price of labour was lower in moft places of France,
- than in England. But, amidft civil confufion, trade
or manufa&ure can never flourith. The only tra-
dérs who thrive, while war and commotion prevail
in the country to which they belong, are thofe who
import from abroad what commodities of foreign
growth or manufacture, the neceffities of their coun-
try demand. Even they are often ruined by the fame
events. which wafte tiieir country: and foreigners
fupply every thing, as long as unwrought materials
or money remain to be given them for their imports.
The fpirit of political change which, from France,
is fpreading rapidly through Europe, is indeed pecu-
Jarly unfriendly to manufadturing induftry. While

the
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the labourers fwell with high notions, each of s

own importance, they cannot fubmit to labour with
that patient, afliduous induftry which is neceffary to
the fuccefs of the works in which they are engaged:
Frequent meetings for the purpofe of political deli-
beration confume no inconfiderable fhare of thei#¢
time. The reading of political books, and convers
fation about their political opinions take up more;
Habits of talkative idlenefs are thus formed. Tu:
multuous vidlations of public order follow. Fear,
fufpicion, and hatred fufpend all labour, and trade:
The poor, being, ih confequence of their idlenefs;
without the means of fubfiftence, begin to plunder
the rich, to demand what neceflaries theéy want, a¢
their own price, and to feek pretences of crime a«
gainft all who have property to be confifcated.

HumaNIT¥ moves us to deplore, that this had

been the late train of events in France; and that &
like feries was likely to follow, through the reft of the

continent of Europe. But, felf-intereft fuggefts dif-

ferent emotions. We have continued to labour
quietly, while our continental neighbours have been
bufy in vindicating and abufing their political rights.
And now are they obliged to intreat us, as the ine
habitants of Canaian were obliged to intreat the E<
gyptians,—not merely for bread to eat,—but for

raiment alfo, with which they may be elothed. It
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is thiat hds, of late advanced thé mahufauie of
cotton ftuffs, fo dftonifliingly, no lefs in Scotland,
than in England. Scotlard having been, till very
lately, a much poorer and lefs improved country
than England ; the price of labour was; in confe-
quence, -cheaper in the former than in the latter of
thefe counitries. ‘This invited the Englith manufac-
turets to eftablith their works among us, and fug-
gefted to many of ourfelves, the idea of trying the
fame branch of bufinefs. Thé falls of water, like.
wife, which are requifite to the movement of the
niill-tnacliinery of cottbon-works, are oftener to be
et with in a countty diftinguithed by fo much ir-
regularity of furface, ds Scotland, than in the level
counties of England. Thus has thé cotton-manu-
faQure travelled northward, and become more con-
* fiderible than that of linen in Scotland, as it feems
to make a greater figure than their ftaple woollen
inanufa&ure in England.

Tx1s manufa&ture, coricerning which I have in-
dulged myfelf in fo long, and fo dull a digreffion,
has obtained footing at Perth, and has contributed
greatly to its advancemeént, within thefe few years.
Several mills hive been erected in its vicinity for
fpinning cotton-yarn; the manufacturers of cloth
have found it more profitable to manufa&ure cot-
_ton ftuffs, than linens: the bleachers who have
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long found it advantageous to purchafe quarn-
tities of green cloth which they fell bleached,—juft
as millers find it for their intereft to purchafe corn
which they may fell in meal.—Thofe bleachers find-
it equally for their bencfit, to purchafe cotton-ftuffs:
inftead of green linens; and feveral of them have’
been induced to unite the manufadture of cotton-
yarn, with: the: management of their bleachfields.:
Raw cotton is imported into Perth, and lately into-
Dundee,—either dire@ly from the Weft Indies, or
from thofe ports in England and elfewhere to which-
it has been direly imported. The merchants of
~ Glafgow, too, if I am not miftaken, furnifh the
cotton.fpinners of Perth with fome of their raw cot-
ten. Thereis, however, more cotton-cloth woven,
than yarn fpun in Perth: and the cotton-fpinners
of Glafgow find here a market for fome of their
.yarn. But the manufacturers of Perth are eagerly
forming eftablifhments for providing yarn for them--
felves ;- and may foon perhaps export, inftead of im-
porting this article.~—Another branch of the cotton:
manufaéture-which is profecuted here with increa-
fing fpirit, is the printing of cotton cloths. This:
- being conneéted with bleaching is-carried .on almoft
at every bleachfield. The apparatus for the print--
ing ‘of cloths, is, like that of almoft every other
manufatture- not a little expenfive. The colours,
the woeden blocks, the.copper-plates, the tables, the
. 91’8&5,.
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'*preﬁ'cs, the drying-houfes require a confiderable ca-
pital.  But,the profits are alfo confiderable. 1 was
Ppleafed to fee, at different printfields in this neigh-
bourhood, a variety of the moft beautiful patterns
for handkerchiefs, gowns, and room-furniture. It is
iprobable, that as tHis branch’is profecuted in greater |
«<xtent,—and new printfields are forming, and the
-old extending,—the prin:ing of cloth will be per-

" formed in greater perfeion, and a more numerous
«iverfity of patterns-ufed, and thofe more beautiful.
A printfield on avery extenfive foundation, haslately
been eftablifhed by Mefirs. Young, Rofs, Richardfon .
and Caw, which promifes foon to be among the firft
in Scotland. Had I not found the different procefles

of bleaching and printing (which were kindly ex~
plairied to me byfeveral gentlemen, the proprietors or
amanagers.of the works in which they are carried on,)

00 complex for my comprehenfion, or at leaft for my -
diftin& recollection ; I fhould have wifhed to detail
them here. But, this I find it more prudent to de-
«ine. Enquiring from the bleachers, whether they
had yet tried the ufe of the oxigenated, muriatic acid,
the application of which to the purpofes of bleach.
ing, has done fo high honour to M. Berthellot ; I
was informed by fome, that they had tried it with
fufficient fuccefs in the fmall way, but feared that it
might not anfwer equally in the great; and by o-
thers, that they had obtained fome fmall quantxtxes

P2 N of
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-of the acid, but without dire@ions concerning the
moft proper mode of applying it.—I was tempted
to think that they did not regard with fondnefs 3
{cheme of bleaching which threatened to render all
their prefent apparatus unneceffary. Iam pot in-
formed in what extent it may have been tried elfe-
where. But, I hope warmly and garneftly that it
will fucceed. If it'does, it will produce a wonder-
ful abbreviation of the procefs of blcachmg, and will
thus tend to give us a new'advantage in the market,
to improve the profits of the bleachers, to raife the

- wages of all the different claffes of labourers employ-

ed in preparing dloth for the market, and to coun-

tera& the increafing tendency of our growing luxr
ury and opulcncc, to rum our manufa&urcs.

I mave already mentmned the exportation of
fhoes from Perth. To this let me add, that Perth
has long been- famous for its gloves. "The vicinity
of thofe parts of the Highlands, in which deer
are plentiful, might probably be the circumftance
which firft contributed to the eftablithment of this
manufadure, as drefled deer-fkins are the beft ma-
terial to be made ufe of in it. The opulence and
confeqeuence of the corporation of glovers is a proof
that this manufa&ure is not an eﬁabhﬂxment of yef,
tcrda.y

Hers
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Hzre are alfo two or three paper-mills. Thiy
" manufaiture has not been very long eftablithed at
Perth. However, as the manufaure of paper is fuf-
ficiently lucrative: and Britain,—efpecially North-
Britain, does not, I believe, mannfacture nearly the
_‘w’holé.quan'tities of paper which it confumes; I
would willingly hope, that it may be foon greatly
extended, as well here as in other parts through
thefe kingdoms. I have great confidence in the ac-
tivity of Meflrs. Lindfay and Morifon, the prgprie-
tors of two paper-mills, near Perth. Thay are o-
bliged at prefent to import rags from the coatinent.
But, as.there are wonderful quantities of cloth of
all forts worn to rags here, as well as on the conti-
* nent; I am inclined to fuppofe, that the importa-
“tion of foreign rags may foon become unneceflary.
The fame preparation of oxigenated, muriatic acid,
which has been ufefully applied to the bleaching of
cloth, is alfo applicable to the clearing of the dirty
and difcoloured rags. My refpectable friend, Mr
Creech did me the favour of fhewing me, within
thefe few days, paper, at fix fhillings a ream, which
being prepared from rags in the cleanfing and
. whitening of which the oxigenated, muriatic acid
had been ufed,—appeared to be fcarcely, if at all in-
ferior to paper, in' the preparation of which this
acid not being employed,. it muft be fold at fixteen
'ﬂnllmgs a ream. Mr Clement Taylor of Londog,
: has

(XTSI
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has obtained a patent for the exclufive benefit of this
improvement in the manufacture of paper during
the ufual time. But, the invention is not originally
his. Whatever praife or thanks the Public may think
it entitled to, is certainly due, in the firft place, to
M. Berthellot, and after him, to the ingenious Mr
Kerr of Edinburgh, who has taken much pains te
communicate thefe difcoveries of Berthellot’s to the
manufalurers of Great Britain. Let me add, be-
- fore taking farewell of thefe fubjeés, that I have
{ately had the pleafure of converfing upon them with
the Reverend Mr Wilfon of Mid Calder; a gentle-
man, who, being eminently fkilled in chemiftry,
and having, for a confiderable time refided in one of
the manufa&turing countries in England, has taken
_ much pains in the application of his favourite fcience
to the improvement of the mechanic arts. I know
aot if he has not been more fuccefsful than M. Ber-
thellot in the application of the oxigenated, muria-
tic acid, to the purpofes of bleaching. His ideas
have been adopted by fome very confiderable manu-
facturers in England : and I believe, he would wil-
lingly give his inftructions to any bleachers in Scot-
+ fand who might apply to him, in a proper manner.

To thefe fas and obfervations concerning the
ganufattures of Perth, thus loofely and curfority
¢hrown out; it may be proper to add, that it is

furnithed-
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furnifhed with Banks, the natural attendants of in~’
creafing trade. Here is 2 Perth Banking Company, the

-~ proprietors of the Stock of which are gentlemen of
Perth and its environs. .A branch of the Bank of
Scotland is likgwife eftablithed here.—I fhall take a-
future opportunity of introducing what reflections
have occurred to me on the nature of paper-money, -
and on the influence’ of Banks on the induftry, the:
trade, and the manners of a country.

In order that my good reader may form a proper’
judgement of the Trade of ‘Perth, I have annexed:
to this volume, a Table of the chief Articles of Ex«
post and Import of this commercial city.

Or the Religion of Perth I was led to form very
favourable ideas. Perth has indeed been long fa- .
mous for religious ftriétnefs and religious zeal. T
have had occafion to obferve, that it was anciently
the feat of a confiderable number of Regular Clergy
~ of the Church of Rome. Thofe clergy had great

power and extenfive property in Perth and in the
circumjacent country. Whoever poflefles power

and property naturally becomes more or lefs obnoxa.

.ious to thofe who want them. When the Refor-
mation began, none were more zealous than the

Gtizens of Perth. This was the fcene of feveralof

the events which contributed. chiefly to its complete

~ accome
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accomplithment. Succeeding generations of the ind
habitants of Perth continued to cherith carefully the
zeal of their anceftors. In the days of Charles II.
when, in confequence of the Prefbyterians béing
underftood to be of 2 turbulent; relgllious fpirit,
they were fubjected to hardfhips which they confi-
dered as a perfecution fomw confcience fakeé ; at that
time, I believe, the citizens of this place difeovered
as much Prefbyterian energy as their neighbours.
After the Revolution their ftriGnefs did not relax,
nor their zeal fubfide. - Here originated the famotus
fchifm which fitft divided the Seceders, Burghers
and Antiburghers from the eftablithed Church of
Scotland. ¥f the feét of the Glaffites—or Sande-
“manians as they have been denominated in Eng-
land; did not arife here; yet they have hére,
_one of their moft confiderable congregations: A
feriqus controverfy having irifen 2mong the Anti-
burgirers concetning the propriety of blefling the
bread, in the factament of the Lord’s Supper, béfore
or after it has been broken by the hands of thé of-
ficiating minifter ; this has ended in producing a
fchifm among that fe: and the fchifinatics have
here eftablithed a congregatioti. I could not but
laugh when informed of the name of this congrega<
tion, and of its origin. It feems, that befoze they
had a&ually feparated themfelves. from their bre:
thren, and while they were concerting their meas
: fures;
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fures, fome of the leading members of the new
congregation found it neceflary t6 hold frequent
meetings in a fivourité ale-houfe. Like the Ger-
- mans of old, and like many of the good people of
Great Britain, at prefent, théy found it neceflary
to animate their counfels by quaffing a chearful cup.
The alé proved fo good an infpirer, and was {o agree- -
able to the tafte of every one among thofe good Chri-
Ttians, that the firft comers commonly finifhed what
was fet before them ; leaving no fhare to thofe who
were more dilatory in their attendance :—and each
emptied the cup to the bottom as it went round.
Hence did fome fcoffers take occafion to denominate
thofe zealous and jovial Chriftians,—Cu¥, or rather
Car-Outs; And the name fecms likely to {hck to
them.

Waen 1 firlt heard this mentioned as the name of
a rehgmus fe, I was puzzled how to account for
its origin and compofition. The monofyllables of
which it is compounded, were run together, in the
pronunciation, with a degree of nimblenefs which
rendered it impoffible for me to recognize them. I
was afliamed to enquire about what feemed fo fim-
ple and familiar to thofe who ufed it. At laft, after
‘having, for a while, vainly racked my brain in at-
tempting ‘to trace it to fome Latin, or Greek, or
Hebrew root, I ventured, with fome diffidence to atk

Vor. L. - - Q- its
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its import, and how it had come into ufe. My enqui-
ries were fatisfied with the above hiftory of its origins

I BeLIBVE, that the whole phoenomena of fociab
- life afford no mere entertaining fund for fpeculati-
en, than the. origin of proper names, in general.
The circumftances which have given rife to- them
are as various, as the qualities of objedts, the acci-
dents to which they are liable, and the afpects and
rclations in which they may be viewed. Men and
families, for inftance, have derived their names from
a brave, or from a bafe action, from a piece of good
or of ill fortune, fyom beauty or deformity of per-
fon, the fon from lLis father and the father from his
fon, from a place of refidence, or from a place lofk -
. or forfaken—Nay, the diverfities are innumerable.
The names of nations: have been; for the moft
part, impofed in a- like capricious and accidental
manner. Thofe-of places are inconceivably diver-
fified. But, above all ethers, thofe of fects and
parties have arifen in the manner the moft unac-
countable, and from circumftances the moft trivial.
‘Whig, and Tory; Hats and Caps, Fronde, Jaco-
bins, and Feuillants are {o many inftances of this. A
perfon who were cne-third dntiquarian, one-third
Phbilofophery and one-third Wit, might compofe a moft
erudite, philofophical, humorous, and witty work
:npon this fubje&. It would be found a mine in~
conceivably rich in preciqus anecdote;
I xxow
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. 1xwow not whether Perth may not have been
the fcene of other religious fchifms, befide thofe
which I have enumerated. Here are three congre-
gations of prefbyterians of the eftablithed church;
hefide one before whom the fervice is performed in
Gaelic: a congregation -of Burgher, and ancther
of Antiburgher Seceders, each fo numerous and o-
pulent as to maintain two minifters to the charge:
an Epifcopal congregation of the ‘Scatch, and ano-
ther of the Englith communion.: a congregation of
Glaflites or Sandemanians. There may be perfons
of no religion whatever: But, 1 know not that there
are any other congregations of Chrifians in Perth.
The miflionaries of Unitarianifm have not yet had
any great fuccefs in propagating their doctrines here.

ALL thefe fe@s are ftri® and virtuous in their
morals. And I am inclined to believe, that in the
emulation which naturally and unavoidably fubfifts
among them, they muft mutually act the part of vi-
gilant fpies and cenfors over one another. Although .
none of them be without a good thare of liberality
of fentiment ; yet methought I could obferve fome-
what of the Odium Theologicum to prevail among
them. Seceders delight to affociate with Scceders ;
Glaflites with Glaflites. And, I have really fome
fufpicions, that every one holds the moral qualities
of a brother of the fame fet in a higher eftimation, -

Q2 than
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than the fame moral qualities, in the fame dcgf'eé,
in a perfon of a different fect. It is diverting to ob- -
ferve, too, that each fe& ufually holds every. other
fect in greater contempt and deteftation than the
¢ftablithed church: and, it always happens, that,
the flighter the difference, fo much the ftronger the
mutual odium. It is with no fmall pain, and
with fincere pity, that I have found fo very re-
fpectable a fe& as then Atiburghers entertaining the
illiberal, uncharitable opinion, that, involuntary re-
rour of belief, with whatever piety of fentiment,
and virtue of condu& it may be accompanied, is in-
evitably damnable. Let it not be fuppofed that I
mention this with any intention of throwing difcre-
dit upon the fe&. They deferve high praife for ha-
ving fo fignally contributed to the inftruction and
the religious and moral improvement of the lawer
orders, through all Scotland. - Many of their. clergy
are men eminently learned, and eminently pious.
I have the happinefs of calling one among them, my
old and intimate friend ;. Mr Black, junior minifter
of the Antiburgher congregation in Perth; a man
of whofe worth I will not prefume to fpeak parti-
cularly ; for I feel myfelf upable to do juftice in
words, to the fond refpe@ with which I regard it.
For all thefe. reafons, I hope, that the abave remark
will be confidered not as the fneer of an enemy,
But as the unwilling cenfure of a friend. )
| " I Msy
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I'musT farther obferve, that I have heard from
fome worthy men of the fame fe&, opinions un-
friendly to Religious Eftablithments, which I can-
not think well-founded, and which I wifh were not
theirs. There now occur to me three arguments in
favour of Religioys Eftablithments which I think
" irrefragable. Ihall mention them ; although I can-
not with propriety detail them here at full length.
1. Religion pervading thoroughly, as it does, the
whole of our fentiments and condud&, has necefla-
rily a2 moft powerful influence on our civil charaéter
‘and condition, and hence demands the attention of
that Sovereign authority which is conftituted to
watch aver the welfare of the whole ftate, and no lefs -
over that of every private individual within the ftate.
2. We.fec men indifferent enough about religion, .
as it is, and fufficiently carelefs of religious inftruc-
tion ; and is there not reafop ‘to fear, that, if the
ftate had not taken upon itfelf, to provide inftruc-
tors, men, not having always the fame incentives
to be religious, as to go to law, or to call in a phy-
fician, might, in general, abfolutely negleét this
concern, and fpare themfelves the expence of relis
gious inftru&ion? 3. It is impoflible to bring for-
ward too great a quantity of piety and virtue into
fociety ¢ one means for cultivating thefe fuccefsfully,
is to conne& the cultivation of them with the direck
gcmporal intergfts of fome clafs of men; and this can,

note
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not be wifely or eafily managed otherwife than upon
{ome general plan. It is not my intention to write
a book of comtroverfy ; otherwife I might add num-
berlefs, weighty arguments to thefe which I have
ftated.

The Glaffite worthip has the air of being comdu&-
ed in a family-way. The loyalty and enlightened in-
duftry of this fect incline one to prepefleffion in their
favour. Their religious fervice is very decent and
agreeable, lefs uniform and monotonous than that
of the Eftablithed Church of Scotland, yet not fo,
© fubdivided into minute parts, as that of the Church
of England. Their facred mufic is good ; I with, I
could extend the fame praife to the hymns and
pfalms to which they fing it. Thefe are indeed ra-
tional and pious; but, they are not dafhed with any
thing of the fpirit of poetry. Their literal {cheme
of interpreting the Scriptures is certainly not the
way ,tb get at their true meaning ; but, it is pleafing
to mark the devotion with which they read them.
I am afraid, too, that their extemporary harangues
do not always contribute in the higheft degree poffi-
ble, to the edification of the hearers.

Ir I thould ever in my life happen to hear the fer-
vice of the Church of England read in one of the .
principal churches in London; I fhall not be ill-

pleafed,
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pleafed, if it be with the fame happy propriety of -
emphafis with which I heard it read in the Enghﬂ:
Epifcopal, Meeting-houfe, Perth.

TaEe Scotch Epifcopal Meeting-houfe I did not vi-
fit. The Congregation, I am told, confifts chiefly
of worthy, old ladies. The minifter is a very amia~
ble, young man, of foft, gentle manners.

Or Prefbyterians of the Eftablithed Church, I
have already ebferved, ‘that there are three congre-
gations which affemble in a venerable, old cathe.
dral, divided into as many places of worthip. Herg
is no collegiate charge. But, the three minifters
pafs in continual rotation, through the feveral chure
ches: fo that all the three congregations are alike
well ferved; and every minifter may have the ad.
vantage of ufing the fame fet of difcourfes, for three
fucceffive fabbaths. Ihad the pleafure of hearing
from one of them, one of the beft le@ures I have
.ever liftened to; although upon a fubject fo unpro.
mifing as the fin againft the Holy Ghoft.

Ir the partiality of friendfhip mifleads not my
judgment ; I was inftrué&ted by an excellent difcourfe
in the Mecting-houfe of the Antiburghers.

I wens

1]
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T wenr alfo to hear the pulpit eloquence of thé
Burghers; but have aétually forgotten, whether I
was pleafed or not:

Tuk chara@er of the Theology of this city is, u:
_pon the whole, that of pure and high Calvinifm:
The minifters ate ferious, diligent, anhd exemplary
The people ate in general, far from being licentiousi in’
their fentiments, or diforderly in their practice. As
an inftance of the highly praife-worthy affiduity of
the Clergy; I am induced to mention, that the firft
minifter of the Eftablified Church, although advan-
¢ed in years, and tender in health, and for thefe
teafons; accoinmodated with a helper, by the atten-
tion of his people ; and although eminent as a fcho-
" lar, ahi ahtiquarian;-and a2 man of tafte—an emi-
nence from which it is fometimes painful to defcend
to the lével of the weak, the vulgar, and the igno-
fant ;—is, yet accuftomed to appropriate fome hours
on every Sunday evening, and occafionally on other
evenings through the courfe of the week, to the
private, religious inftru@ion of fuch young perfons;
tradefmen and others, as can be pel:fuaded to wait
upén h1m \ ‘ .

1 MusT confefs, that I feel myfelf much. lefs inimi-
cably difpofed to the exiftence of fecs, than many
of them feem to be towards the permanent eftablith-

’ : ment
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ment of a national church. Their differences in opi-
nion and manners, and contradi@ory interefts may,
indeed, keep up what has been called the Odium Theo-
lgicum. But, thisis fimply a proof, that religion is in
their eftimation a2 matter of fome importance : For it
is, unfortunately perhaps, a principle of our pature,
that every thing, however pure and beneficial in its
native afpe@ and influence, which has anypower at all
to intereft the human heart, that it unavoidably opes
tates, more or lefs upon its felfifh and inordinate paf- -
fions, at the fame time while it affes its more virtu-
ous and generous principles. Although Iam forry te
fay {0 ; yet trueit is, that the character which hasin it
nothing of religious pride, or religious prejudice, will,
feldom haveany thing of unfeigned piety, or of regard.,
to the moral duties, founded npon pious principles..

Tais, however, isnot the chief obfervation which
{ here intended to introduce. I was about to fay,
that I know not, if it has yet been remarked, in.
what particular manner the rife of Seéts, divided
from a national church, comes to be peculiarly be-
neficial to the religion and the morals of that coun-
try in which they arife. In the progrefs of civiliza-.
tion and refinement, our Parochial Clergy are among.
thofe who fhare it moft confiderably, as to the re-.
Sinement of ideas. In this fpecies of refinement, how-.
ever,the labouring clajfes never fhare more than a very

Vop. |- R little,
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little, if at-all. Hence the clergy are raifed much
more above the level of thofe who chiefly need their
inftruion, in enlightened and polithed, than in
rude and dark ages. In the latter, they are nat
lefs fuperftitious, enthufiaftic, and full of prejudice, -
than the people; they differ only in being more
cunning. Enthufiafm, fuperftition, and religious
 prejudice, the people muft ever have in a certain-
degree ; otherwife they can have no piety. Thefe
form a medium through which pure religion. muft
neceflarily imprefs their minds, if it imprefs them
at all. The clergy having, however, in times of
light and liberality, rid themfelves of all fentiments
of this caft, no longer cherifh the fame in the minds
of thofe whom they are appainted to infiru&; but
even fcorn to addrefs themfelves to them.—The
people are thus left fairly behind. It is only religi.
ous inftru&ion, or religious exhortation of a certain
- complexion, that they can receive with advantage:’
and this, in the progrefs of knowledge and of man.
ners, their inftructors have become too wife to give
them. Hence, in the firft place, the diftin&ion be-
tween popular and fenfible preachers in our Eftablith.
ed Church: and, in the fecond, the origin of Seéts,
whofe minifters adopting, or pretending to adopt,
all the religious prejudices which ftick to thofe who
partake little in the progreflive illumination of fo- .
clety, are thus rcdu;cd to their level, enabled to
command




PART OF SCOTLAND. 138

. toinmand their admiration, and to inform theis#
minds with religious inftru&ion accommodated to
their character and capacity. The peculiar princie
ples maintained by fuch fects may indeed be laugh.
ably abfurd: But, if they be not dire&ly injurious
and inimical to purity of heart and retitude of
condué ; let them be fo: Still is the exiftence of the
{e&, upon the whole, beneficial : So many more are
inftructed in religion, by whom it woiild otherwife
have been negleted. The Seétarian Clergy are thus
a clafs who rife up for the religious inftru&ion of
the ignorant, the weak, and the fanciful, after thefe
have been left behind, in the progrefs of knowledge
and manners, by the Regular Clergy of the Nation-
al Church. Their abfurdities of enthufiafm and fu.
perflition are the incantations, - the talifmans by
which they colle& their followers, and retain them
about them, Their rivalry of one another and of
the Eftablithed Church ferves to keep up their vigi-
lance and aivity. They are cenfors and checks on
the regular clergy, and on one anothet. While they
conne& no feditious, political principles, with their
peculiar tenets and practices in religion, they well
deferve encouragement and prote@ion.—If they
fhall ever, any of them, be foolith enough to adopt
a contrary {yftem of conduét; they muft then be
checked and reftrained.—Let me add one other re-
mark, beforeI take leave of this fubject: It is not
R 2 for
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for the intereft of Seftaries, to enlarge whatever may
Be narrow in their peculiar fentiments: This they
will be liable infendibly to- do: But, as:they do fo,
they imperceptibly defert their proper ground: Their*
arror is inftantly perceived : New Seds arife, to oc~
eupy their field : They are driven off, and foon melt
away. Fon this reafon I think it not bad: policy in:
the Antiburghers to maintain that felfith, damning’
principle, which I lately cenfured on the fcore of ity
illiberality.

THE extent of this town; and the number of its
inhabitants naturally require confiderable eftablith-
ments for Education. 1know not-how many{chools,.
public and private, there are n Perth, for the in+
ftruétion of children in reading, writing, and arith-
metic ;. but thefeare, I believe, fufficiently nume.-
rous. Hereare likewife feveral boarding-fchools for
young ladies. Fhe Grammar, or Latin School of
Perth has long been eminent among the other fimi.
lar fchools in Scotlanid; for its mafters, and for the'
fcholars formed in it. Maurtin, under whom the’
venerable Lord Mansfield received the firft part of
his education, was famous as-the Bu/by of Scotland :'
rigid in difcipline, indefatigable in application ; him--
felf a claflical {cholar almoft unequalled ; and invari. -
ably fuccefsful in communicating his claflical know-
ledge to every youth: to.whom nature had. not de-
: " mied:
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" nied capacity to receive it. Cornfute, one of his fuc<
ceflors, was equally affiduous and fkilful as a teach-
er, and of milder manners. Mr Watfon the pre-
fent Re@or-Emeritus, is a very agreeable old man ¢
and the magiftrates have been fo fatisfied with his
fervices, that they have permitted him to retire witha
liberal falary. ' Ilearned nothing from which I could
infer, that this feminary of claffical education is not
ably and fuccefsfully managed by Mr Dick, the pre-
fent worthy reftor, Mr Watfon’s fucceflor.

Since Iam upon this fubje@, which has always
been, with me a favourite theme, I cannot help ad-
ding a.few curfory obfervations on the ftate of claf- -
fical literature, and claffical education through Scots
land in general. . In moft country-fchools, Latin and
Greck are taught, in common with' the other more
ordinary parts of literary inftru@ion. -But, the -
emoluments of fuch fchools are, for the moft part,
too fcanty, to invite men of accurate learning, to
take the charge of them. The mafter is, befides,
eonfounded amidft the multiplicity of things which
e is ufually required to teach. They are more than
any one man can be reafonably expected to know
very accurately : and although he fhould happen to
be mafter of them all; yet it cannot be poffible for
him to pay due attention to the learners in each of
them. This circumftance is not greatly injurious

‘ to
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to thofe who, being to be employed in the variotis
labours of hufbandry, or in the mechanic arts, want
10 more perfec education than that which is ades
quate to acquaint them with the ordinary duties of
life, and to fit them for the fimple bufinefs of their
fituation. To thofe, however, who may be intend«
ed for learned profeflions, this ceconomy of country
fchools muft be extremely unfavourable. They are
taught the learned languages, often by mafters who
themfelves know little of them, in circumftances in
which it is impoffible to teach or learn any thing
very accurately, and within a period of time, by
much too limited, for the purpofe. The firft eles
ments are never thoroughly learned nor underftood;
the rules are never compared with fufficient pains,
with the particular examples from which they are
deduced, nor with thefe in a fufficient number ; ex.
ercifes are never foon enough, or frequently enough
required, nor long enough perfifted in: the exercifes
are hardly ever of a nature fitted to call forth the
powers of the underftanding, or to form them to dex
* terity in the difcharge of their refpetive funétions :
notwithftanding all thefe difadvantages, {fomething
might yet be done and gained, were it not that the
pupil hardly ever performs of himfelf thofe tatks
which he feems to perform, but either pafles on,
without being urged to any thing more, than bare-
ly to attempt them, or has them perfornied forhim,

by
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by the indulgence of his mafter, or the kindnefs of'
fome fchool-fellow, without himfelf attempting
them at all. In this way, do boys commonly pafs
their career of Latinity in country-fchools; and-
fince it is fo, no one can be furprifed that they
thould carry away no heavy burthens of this com-
modity to the Univerfity. ‘

IN a courfe of private, domeftic education, nume-
rous circumftances concur to make the matter -ftill
worfe. - The inftances are truly few, in which an:
education conducted folely in this mode has not left
the’ pupﬂ weak, froward, and ignorant. :

BUT, at thofe femmanes for claffical cducaﬂon
which are, in Scotland, called Grammar-Schools,
much more might furely be done; and to fay the
truth, . much more commonly is done. It is, how-
ever, only comparatively, not abfolutely much. The
period during which' boys are fubjetted to the dil-
cipline of the Grammar-School, being never more
than five or fix years, is greatly too thort. The ex-
ercifes are as injudicioufly and difadvantageoufly re.
gulated as at country-fchools. The principles of the
languages are fometimes as inaccurately taught.
Thofe Latin Exercifés 'in verfe are never required,
without which it is impofible for any fcholar te acs
1uwe a fuitably familiar knowledge of Latin quans

tity,
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tity, verfification, and phrafeology, or to form that
delicacy of tafte which might enable him to relith
the nicer beauties of Rdman Poefy.—The only ad-
wantages of Grammar-Schools are, that, here, the
mafter’s attention is more undivided ; If himfelf a
claffical {cholar, and an enthufiaft for claflical litera-
ture, he may teach its principles with greater accu-
racy ; if fenfible how much the hardy exercife of
the faculties tends to fharpen and to ftrengthen them,
_he may, by cherithing emulation, and by maintajn-
ing ftri¢t difcipline, excite his pupils to a wonderful:
degree. of independent exertion'in the performance,
of their tafks.; ‘whenever the period of time allotted
him, and the eftablithed practice of fuch fchools,
allow, this he mdy do carefully and properly.

- BuT, fo cager are parents to nrge their children

" into the broad current of life and bufinefs ; and fo
cafy, or fo unimportant do they fancy the acquifi-
tion of claflical literature to be ; that they would al-
moft univerfally regard it as an abfurd wafte of time,

. to leave their fons fo long at fchool, as that they
might learn to read and wtite Latin with tolerable
facility. Many, too, are the jokes, and fatcafims,
and irhpertinent arguments which have,. from time
to time, .been thrown out againft the pradtice pre-
walent at the Free Schoolsin England of requiring
mescifes in verfe, . And if ook hould prefume to
S ' 4 - . t@ll
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tell the mafters of our principal fchools, that they
imight eafily prefcribe a feties of more improving ex-
ercifes to their pupils; they would hear the propo-
fition with the moft fovereign, indignant contempt.

“Suvci being the ftate of our fchools, our youth
are, for the greater part, difmiffed from them with
wonderfully weak, and wonderfully empty heads.
They go to the univetfity or to bufinefs, with their
memary, judgment, and attentionverylittle more fora
med fo! their feveral tafks, than when they became
firft capable of thought. Of Latin and Greek they
have juft erough to entitle them to trifle away a
fmall portion more of their time in fruitlefs and
carelefs attendance on the univerfity profeffors of
thefe languages. Of the principles of morality and
religion they have nothing at all ; for religion is no
longer taught, nor ate prayers faid at Grammary
Schoels. And of common fenfe, or ordinary knows
ledge of life and manners, they have only as much
as qualifies them for mifchievous pranks, and for
-diffipation.

LeT it net be fuppofed, however, that I with thefe
abfervations to be received without many exceptions;
many in favour of the abilities and docility of youth;
and many, toe, in refped to the wifer and happier
txconomy of particular fchools,—and to the fisperi~

Vor. L. S ox
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or literature, affiduity, and judgment of different
mafters,—as well as the better fenfe of certain parentss

BuT, through the general operation of the cir-
cumftances above-ftated, and of others connefted
with the peculiar chara&er of our trade and man-
ners; claflical knowledge is wndeniably upon the
decline among us: and to fay the truth, I am afraid,
that we are, upon the whole, rather lofing than
gaining as to the quality and the quafnti_ty of mind
in the nation, at leaft in proportion to. the number
of thinking beings. ‘

" Bur, I am weary of this carping at the times,
and at prefent eftablifhments; efpecially as it is likely
that I may have but too frequent occafion hereafter
to refume it. And I am far from meaning to infi-
nuate, that there is not enough of literature in Perth
to do high credit to its feminaries for education.
‘Another and a more recent inftitution is Perth A-
eademy, at which young gentlemen are inftruéted in
thofe branches of education which are more peculi-
arly neceffary to prepare the learner for mercantile
bufinefs. At this Academy, Arithmetic; Book-
keeping ; practical and fpeculative branches of ma.
thematics ; Writing ;. Drawing; and the - French
Yanguage, form the courfe of inftruftion which is
taught. -The courfes are divided into two annual

"Seflions,,
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Seflions, each of which commonly fits about tem
months in the year. Arithmetic, Algebra, Book-
keeping, with the inferior and practical branches of
Mathematics in its various modifications, form, I
believe, one diftinét courfe. The higher parts of
mathematics and a courfe of experimental philofophy
are taught in another. The other branches are ac-
quired occafionally together with thefe. Mr John
Mair, weil known by his various publications, was
the firft teacher in this Academy; Dr Robert Ha-
milton, now of Aberdeen, fucceeded him; whofe
writings on thefe fubjets prove how well he

was qualified for the tafk. I was delighted to

hear many of his old pupils fpeak of him with the

warmeft fondnefs and refpect. The prefent teachers

are Mr Gibfon, who is re&or, and teachés the lead-

ing branches ; my worthy friend, Mr M‘Omie who

teaches Drawing, &c. &c. but whofe chief depart-

ment is to prepare young gentlemen for the regular

courfes, with Mr Gibfon; as well asinftructing others,

who may not have it in their power to attend in a re~

gular mammer ; and Mr Macgregor, an agreeable old .
man, who having fpent a confiderable part of his

carlier life in France, is peculiarly well qualified to

teach the French language.

THE excellence and utility of this inftitution, no
Lefs than the high merit of the teachers, are abun«
' S 2 dantly
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dantly proved by the beneficial effects which 13'.
has produced. The citizens of Perth themfelves
confefs, that, before the eftablifhment of the Aca:
demy, merchants books were, for the moft part,
very awkwardly and confufedly kept among them.
Of Italian Book-keeping, the terms and forms of
which will long remain a monument of the mer.
¢antile induftry, ingenuity, and profperity of the
Venetians and Genoefe, and of the eftablithment
of the Lombard bankers in England ;—Of this fkil.
ful and commodious mode of recording t the tranfac-
tions of trade, they knew almoft nothmg, till they
were inftructed in it by the mafters of their Acade-
‘my. They are now eminently expert in Book-keep-
ing. It is well. known to every man in commercial
bufinefs, that more merchants have failed through
want of that conflant knowledge of the ﬁate; of their
gains and loffes which accurate book-keeping gives,
than through the influence of any other unfortunate ,
circumftance. To the inftitution of their mercantile
"academy, therefore, the inhabitants of Perth may
reafonably attribute fome part, at leaft, of the pre-
fent profperity of their trade and manufa&ures. -

THE country around -have equally approved of
the inftitution, and have been confiderably gainers
by it. .Numbcrs of young men are fent in, to re-
ceive their education at the Academy. It is peculi

' T arly
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atly advantagcous to the inhabitants of thofe parts
of the Highlands which lic more contiguous to
Perth, than to any other town accommodated with
a fimilar eftablithment. I believe, that the numbers
of the ftudents at this Academy continue to increafe
annually; as the profperity of the town and the ad-
joining country advances, as the fpirit of trade bes
comes more and more prevalent, as the advantages
of this courfe of mercantile education are more ge=
nerally and fully underftood, and as the well-found.
ed reputation of the mafters continues to attract
more general notice. ‘

PerTH is likewife diftinguithed by poffefling an -
Antiq'uariari'Soc:ety " This was inftituted in the year
1784. The Plan was, I believe, framed and fug-
gefted by the Reverend Mr Scott, fenior clergyman
of the city. At a meeting of gentlemen, difpofed
to thefe purfuits, on the 16th of December, in the
year above named, he coqimunicated his plan for
_thc inftitution and regulation of fuch a fociety. He
accompanied this communication with an excellent
difcourfe on the ftate of the Scottith hiftory ; on the
original monuments remaining, by an examination
and comparifon of which it may yet be corrected
and elucidated ; and on the probability, that fkilful
and diligent inveftigation may yet' recover many
fz&s in our early luﬁory which are, at prefent, fup-
pofed

N
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pofed to be irrecoverably loft in oblivion. Thofe
gentlemen accordingly formed themfelves into a fo-
ciety for the inveftigation of the Antiquities of their
country. Their numbers have fince been occafion-
ally augmented by the acceflion of ordinary, honor-
ary, and correfpondent members. They hold their
ordinary meetings on the laft Tuefday of every
month. They have one annual meeting at which a
particularly punétual attendance of all the members
is expected. They have fince, on the 25th of Janu-
ary 1787 extended their plan to the cultivation of
philofophy, polite literature, and the fine arts in
general. And, it muft be confeffed, that they have
profecuted the obje@s of their affociation with a de-
gree of diligence and fuccefs which is highly honour-
able to them, and proves them to have been in ear-
neft when they formally commenced Antiquarians.
It is hoped, that they may be perfuaded to favour
the public with occafional volumes of their Memoirs
and Tranfacions. Perth will then rank with Man-
chefter in literature, as in manufactures.

Bur, it is the misfortune of all human things
never to merit unmixed praife. I faw fome reafon
to Tufpe&, that this fociety owes its inftitution and
its firft fuccefs rather to the perfonal efforts of a very
few individuals, than to the general prevalence of a
- dpirit of refearch, in thefe parts, Except the prine
- cipal,
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cipal, annual meeting, which they call anniverfary;
none of the reft is carefully attended. Many res
mains of antiquity are ftill fcattered through the cirs
cumjacent country, which might be colleéted and
arranged by a fociety in this' fituation, with better
advintage than in any other part of Scotland. But,
this fociety muft ever depend chiefly for its fupport,
on the merchants and manufadturers of the city: -
and the plan of mercantile education here received,
~—with all the advantages which I have allowed it,
~—is not yet fufficiently enlarged, to afford the young
gentlemen intended for trade, all the literature which
they might receive, without being rendered unfit
for bufinefs ; nor is it probable that the merchants
and manufacturers of Perth will ever be diftinguifh-
ed by any ftrong, general prediletion for literary a-
mufements, till the plar of education at the Academy
thall be enlarged by the addition of a fourth preceptor,
who may give fome thort, plain lectures on the gene«
ral elements of tafte, hiftory, of moral, political, and
commercial {cience. That time will probably come ;
unlefs perhaps the malignant operation of fome cau.
fes which I fhall immediately mention, may blaft
the growing profperity of Perth and its neighbour.
hood. Manchefter, although fimply a feat of ma-
nufadturing induftry, and ef the trade produced by
it, poflefles a college, with numerous teachers. The
manufalturers of Manchefter poflefs, in general, a

' \ greatex
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greater fhare of tafte, of literature, and particularly
of philofophical fcience, than the clergy, the phyfi-
cians, and the lawyers of moft other places. Their
knowledge is not found to unfit them for due at-
tention to their bufinefs. How, indeed, fhould it ?
The round of fathionable diffipation demands both
night and day: but, philofophy and literature are
modeftly content to fill up only thofe accafional
hours or half-hours which without them might be
pafted in joylefs, liftlefs inactivity. I cannot fee why
traders, who are, if not the firft, at leaft the fecond
clafs in the community, fhould not receive every
real advantage of education which can befit a Britifh
gentieman,

Unper the head of the literature of Perth, 1 am
induced to mention, that feveral very decent edis
tions of good books have, within thefe few laft
years, been printed and publithed here. Wherever
there is a general tafte for reading, books will natu.
rally be produced for fale { and wherever books are
printed, or imported and fold, in any.confiderable
numbers ; there, by confequence, will reading foon
become a favourite amufement.

PerTH has been much diftinguifhed within thefs
few years, by the political a&tivity.of many of its
inhabitants. In thriving cities, this naturally hap-
: pens.
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péns. The property of merchants and manufac-
turers being more fully at their command, at all
times, than that of the proprietors of the land;
while, through other circumftances, it confers lefs
of perfonal confequence, in proportion to its value ;
the necefiary cife@t of this, is, that thofe clafles of
the community fhould be moved with a feeling of
perfonal importance, and with an impatient fenfe of
their accidental inferiority. In royal buréhs, in
which the municipal authority is vefted in a fmall
number of the citizens; and thofe are ele(ted into
office in a mode which does not afford equally fair
advantages in the competition for power, to all the
citizens, in due proportion to their refpeitive for-
tunes and perfonal refpectability ;—this impatience
of their political magnificence affeéts with peculiar
kcennefs, that part of the inhabitants of every royal
burgh, who fee themfelves excluded from fituations
of dignity and power, to which they fee fome of
their neighbours, not better than themfelves, exalt-
ed. By the fets of the burghs in Scotland, the elec.
tions are fo regulated, as to render the magiftracy
almoft always unanimous ; and to place the oppofition,
(for an oppofition there muft always be) not in the
council, but among the extra-official burgeffes. In
{mall burghs, where the number of confiderable
men in the burgh is not more-than fufficient to fill
up the magiftracy ; there is either no oppofition, or

Vor. L. T the
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the oppofition is within the council. In Marger
. Burghs, the able and opulent men are too many to
leave this poffible. And hence, in my eftimation,
the origin of all the late complaints concerning the

unequal ceconomy of the municipal authority in the
royal burghs of Scotland.

THE opulence and the population of Perth having:
increafed, within thefe laft thirty or forty years
with the rapidity above-mentioned': it now has
many more men of ability, refpetable, at the fame
time, for fortune and perfonal character, than can
be at once received iato the council, or can even
enjoy a probable chance of attaining the dignity andf
authority of magiftracy, in the courfe of their re-
fpe@ive lives. Hence has a numerous and vigorous:
oppofition been formed, without the council. The
magiftracy have been vigilantly watched : their ad-
miniftration has been occafionally cenfured, where-
ever. there was the leaft ground for cenfure: and
when it was found te be conduéted with fuch inte-
grity and prudence that candour could feldom blame:
it ; the conftitution of the burgh and of royal burghs:
in general was attacked. The citizens of Perth were
among the firlt who earneftly bufied themfelves a~
bout the Reform of the Royal Burghs. When the
eppofition in" parliament laid hold of this, as a fit
fubject on which they might excrt their eloquence

te
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to embarrafs the national adminiftration ; the fociety
for a burgh-reform in Perth were not backward te
accept their patronage.

As the fpirit of revolution and equalization arofe
on the continent, overturned repeatedly the efta-
blithed government of France, and extended its in~
fluence through Flanders, and even into Britain;
the Reformers of Perth began to enlarge their {phere
of political vifion. They now thought that thcy
faw, with others of their countrymen, defeéts and

_blemithes in the conftitution of the whele Britith go-
vernment, which needed reform, no lefs than thofe
which had offended them in the fets of their own,
and the other royal burghs in Scotland. A Society
of Friends of the People was formed here, in the
courfe of laft fummer. They have adopted prin-
ciples which favour ftrongly of republicanifm. And
it muft be confefled, that they have thewn little lefs
ardour to obtain political reform, than that with
which their anceftors, fome centuries fince, profe.
cuted religious reformation,

To the circumftances already mentioned, as ha- -
ving contributed to excite this political ferment in
Perth, I will here add two or three others which
feem to have co-operated to the fame end. Of all
thofe who earn their fubfiftence by their daily la-

T 2 bour,
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bour,- the workmen in manufadtories are the moft
independent. Receiving their wages weekly, they
thus fecl themfelves, on every Saturday night, rich
and free from the controul of their mafters. This
naturally infpires them with a {pirit of frcedom, and
confcious dignity, extraordinary for perfons in their
narrow circumftances. They are thus inclined to
turbulence and licence. The regular, fcdentary la-
bour of weavers in companies together, gives thém
‘opportunities of converfation, which the artifans of
feveral other mechanic arts enjoy not. With op-
‘portunities of frequent focial converfe, a turn for
enquiry naturally conneés itfelf. The news of the
day are the readieft for an inquifitive temper. The
news which refpect the ftate of the nation are to
moft minds more interefling than thofe which relate
to events in private life. The eye is thus earreftly
fixed on the courfe of public affairs : and in this man-

ner, aninquifitive fpirit, arifing from the peculiar

circumftances of focial and fedentary labour, com-
bines with the {pirit of turbulent indcpendence pro-
duced by weckly freedom and opulence, to render
even the labouring artifans of Perth ardent and ac.
tive politicians.—The religious zeal and pride, like-
wife, which arife from the mutual emulation of dif-
ferent religions, are apt to extend their operation
beyond their proper fphere, and to blend themfelves
with political, no lefs than with religious prejudices.

And
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- And thefe have undoubtedly had their fhare in pro-
moting that defire of reforming the ftate’ which
feems to be, at prefent, felt with fuch violence by
great numbers of the citizens of Perth. This place,
it thould feem, has alfo retained a mixture of the
old /eavern which rendered it, in the days of the Re-
formation, the favourite {cene of the tranfactions of
the Congregation, and which has fince excited oc-
cafional ferments among its citizens, and in the
neighbourhood.

By the joint influence of all thefe caufes, have
the manners of the inhabitants of Perth been for-
med. Depending upon the fuccefs of their trade
and manufattures, they are a&ive and induftrious.
They encourage few of thofe amufements which are
formed to kill and while away the time of the idle:
although their two Innifes afford charming walks;
and although the winding walk which leads up the
hill of Kinnoul, be one of the moft inviting that
can be imagined, and the profpect from the fummit
beyond defcription, rich and grand ; yet are thefe
comparatively little frequented by the good people of
Perth. A fet of players came laft Sprix\lg, to try their
fortune in this city, and lingered in it for feveral
months, till they were almoft ftarved, through the
fcanty encouragement given them, which became
gyery day, lefs and lefs. Here are dancing and card.

- affemblicy
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aflemblies held in winter, after regular intervals;
and to the praife of the ladies and gentlemen of the
city, it muft be confefled, that every thing about thefe
meetings for gay amufement is conducted with a de-
gree of religious gravity and decorum. In their mode
of living, however, it muft be allowed, that the citi-
zens of Perth are fparing of nothing but their time,
" Their houfes are commodious : their furniture neat
and elegant: their drefs fufficiently expenfive : their
meat and wines of the beft quality: their dinners
are at an early hour, and are not commonly pro-
longed through the afternoon; but at fupper, when
the bufinefs of the day is ended, they are more dif-
pofed to indulge for fome length of time, in focial
converfe. I know not whether I ought to hazard
the obfervation ; but I have been led to think, that
their commendable parfimony of time, while they at
the fame time refufe themfelves no reafonable ex-
pence in their ftyle of living, has a tendency to make
not' only the worthy citizens of Perth, but almoft
all mercantile and manufacturing people,—more ad-
dicted to the pleafures of the table, than if they
were fonder of thofe more frivolous amufements
- which confume time and diffipate the mind without
being abfolutely animal.—No doubt, the good peo-
ple of this place muft have their vicious indulgences,
as well as others. But, vice does not here wear
fhat air of effrontery, which it has affumed in many

other
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other cities. The regular habits of trade, and the
firinefs of religion concur to render young and
old, in general, careful to maintain remarkable decen-
¢y of charaéter. A young man who fhould diftin-
guith himfelf by extraordinary foppery of drefs, by
exceflive drinking, or by licentious amours, would
foon find himfelf excluded from all refpectable focie-
ty, and avoided in the tranfa&ions of bufinefs, as
aman unfit for the confidence of trade. And yet,
here have occafionally arifen fome eminent bloods.
Some remarkable frolics at Dundee and Edinburgh
which were efteemed te rife above the fpirit of the
gay young men even of thofe cities,~were actually
performed by bucks from Perth; who taking poft-
chaifes by night, drove furioufly to the refpeétive
fcenes of the exploits, executed their intentions with
intrepidity and dexterity, and then returned in the
fame hafte to Perth; which, reaching before the
morning, they efcaped all detection, and thus left
the good people of Edinburgh and Dundee to won-
der who had performed fuch hardy enterprizes, and
the bloods of thofe cities to admire, that they them-
felves were thus outdone upon their own grounds.
But, fuch inftances are rare.:

Trese are moft of the obfervations which I had
occafion to make on this place, and on the employ-
meats and manners of its inhabitants. I fhall only

add,
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add, that, although Perth being fitvated at the mouth
of the Highlands, fupplies great numbers of recruits
for the army ; yet, through various circumftances,
the citizens of Perth have been led to conceive an
averfion to the foldiery their which renders, refidencs
particularly difagreeable to the officers.

Prrra 70 DUNKELD:

AT Perth I lingered week after week, pleafed with
the place and its inhabitants, and hoping that the
almoft unintermitted rains whieh had prevailed
through Summer, and through the former part of
Harveft, might terminate, at length in a feries of
fair weather, more favourable for travelling. When
only a fhort while remained for me to profecute
r:ny little jaunt, before the return of winter, I re:
folved no longer to await a favourable viciffitude of
the weather, but proceced through the weft Highs
lands, to whatever ftorms I might be expofed.

~ Towarps the beginning of O&ober, therefore,
I left Perth, on horfeback, and wunaccompained
by any friend whofe focial converfe might have
withdrawn my attention from the {cenes I went to
view. Dunkeld was the firft obje&t in my route.
The road lay along the weftern bank of the Tay;
: leading
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Tedding through a country for {ome miles in a high
fate of cultivation. I had, under, my eyes, as I
proceeded, thofe feats of ma'nufac'turi‘ng induftry
which I have already mentioned as being numerous
in the vicinity of Perth. It occurred to me, as I
ddvanced, that the environs of Perth had not yet
affumed that ornamented afpect whieh diftinguithes
the country immediately furrounding the greater
cities of Edinburgh and Glafgow. The ftate of
towns and villages always extends its influence over
the neighbourhood, within a certain fphere. The
inhabitants of a village have their kitchen gardens
and parks or crofts, with {mall fpots of tneadow,
to afford winter-fodder to their cattle. Where the
town or village is of fome confiderable fize, the
fphere through which it fpreads cultivation, be« .
comes more extenfive: the adjacent farms, as well
as the {fmall pofleflions of the town’s folk or villagers,
are more carefully cultivated than they otherwife
would be ; and in a way to furnith articles of living
to the town or villages.—Again, when fuch a place -
becomes the feat of trade or manufattures, and its
wealth and population are rapidly augmented ; efta~
blithments for induftty, connefted with thofe in
the town, ate naturally formed through the neigh.
bouring country; and it becomes a bufy fcene of
the mingled labours of manufacture and agriculture;
About this period in the progrefs of a city, or per.
Vex. I, U : ~ haps
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haps after it has advanced fomewhat farther, its:
more opulent inhabitants begin to difplay their
wezlth, and gratify the tafte for rural enjoyment
which confinement in a town naturally gives them,
by forming villas through the environs. Hence are:
farm-houfes, feats of manufactures, and villas of the:
richer citizens mingled over the fcene in the prettieft
eonfufion imaginable. Thus far. nearly, but not
farther have the environs of Perth been cultivated:
and adorned. The houfes of fome country-gentle-
men ftand in its near neighbourhood. Some of the
citizens have begun to gratify themfelves with their
villas. But, the bleachfields and cotton-works,
with' the little hamlets inhabited by thelabourers at:
thefe, give. its chief decorations to this trat of
ground..

As I advanced, the fééhery became  more and:
more bleak around me. I was proceeding beyond:
the fphere of cultivation.. Towards the river, in-
deed, where the land was naturally fertile enough-
to tempt even {loth te labour, the crops were rich ;-
and late as it was in the year, they were'not yet all
cut down. On the other hand, the fields were:
mofly, and brown with heath, except here and:
there, where the improvements of the plough had-
been tried, that the corn flill ftood with a green:
yet. withered afpeét ; or having been cut down, was.

‘ built.
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built up in pigmy thocks. On the left was Birnam,.
which could not now afford to fend a very power--
full detachment of its trees to Dunfinnane. At a
great diftince may be perceived a high idge of.
hills on which fome remains of the famous fortrefs,
which was Macbeth’s caftle are faid yet to exift.

IN a lonely part -of the road, at fome diftance
from any habitations, I was furprifed to meet 2 ve-
nerable, old man, who, by his looks, might be a-
bout the age of eighty. He wore a grey cloak, a
large, brown wig, and a blue bonnet on his head.
He had a ftaff in his hand. There was in his coun~
tenance a mingled expreflion of mildnefs and digni+
ty. His whole afpect recalled to my remembrance,
thofe old Scotchmen of whom Taylor, the water-
poet, in the account of his Journey inte Scotland,
fpeaks, as men, who, notwithftanding the plainnefs
«af their drefs, poffefled great wealth, and would re-

ceive fcores of men with the moft liberal, plenteous

~ hofpitality, While myimagination was thus em p'loy-’
ed, and at every new ftroke of her pencil, was raifing
my veneration for the old than, I came up to him,
for he was approaching to meet me on the road,
and was aftonithed to hear him, with kis bonner in
his hand, atk my charity. My refpect for"hi's‘dp-'
pearance was.not diminifhed by this confeffion of *his
poverty : but I was firuck with fomething like riling
U2 horrour
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borrour at the inconfiftency between his appearance
and his condition. Ianfwered his requeft with ten-
dernefs and refpec, and readily gave the very fcanty
pittance which my circumftances could afford.

Ar the diftance of fome miles is an hofpital foynded
by an anceftor of Sir John Stewart of Grandtqlly, for
the maintenance of a certain number of the poor of
this neighbourhood. It feems not to be inhabit-
¢d: and I learned, upon enquiry, that the penfion-
ers of this houfe did not always chufe to refide in
it, but lived with.their friends, and there enjoyed
more comfortably the benefit of the {fmall penfions
which had been afligned them by the fame benevo-
lent benefactor who provided this houfe for their
habitation,

Nrear Dunkeld, - the hills tower over the tra.
veller, with an awfully precipitous afpet. The
road leads through a pafs where an handful of men
might arreft the progrefs of a great'army. Wood
is fcattered over the bafes of fome of the hills. The
fummits are black and craggy. On the right hand
runs the Tay, with a full majeftic fiream which is
fometimes vifible to the eye ; while at times imagina-
tion is left to mark out its courfe. Clofe on the op-
ppﬁt¢ fide appears the houfe of Mgrthly, feemingly

hid
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hid in a fequeftered nook, in an angle formed by the
junction of two hills near the river. It was evening
when I pafled here. The fcenery was new to mej;
for I had never before vifited any place of which
could remember the outline and afpect to have borne
a near refemblance. Its features being only half
feen, and with the gloom of evening hanging over
them, imprefled my imagination more forcibly than
they might otherwife perhaps have done. I began
to reflect that I was-entering the land of Offjan’s
heroes ; the land which prefented thofe few fimple,
grand, and gloomy objeéts which gave a melancho.
ly caft to the imagination of the poet, and fupplied
that fublime, but undiverfified imagery which forms
one of the moft peculiar chara&eriftics of the ane

cient Gaelic ppgfy,

WHILE my imagination was thus conneiing the
fcenery around me with fome of the moft favourite
fubjects of my reading, I approached the ferry be-
low Dunkeld. The Tay runs here with a deep and
rapid current, after bending from a fouth-weftern to
a north-eaftern diretion by a fine fweep which it
makes immediately above. Near the fouthern fta-
tion of the ferry-boat grow two vaft elms; the
girths and age of which I enquired, but either ob-
tained no diftin@ information upon this head,—or,

‘ if
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if I did, it has efcaped me.—A very ancient tree
remaining withered, is a truly noble objec. It
carries the imagination backward from generation
to generation of the human race, to the hands that
planted it, or the eyes which faw its firft verdure.
It fuggefts ideas of firength, not favage, but gentle
and beneficent, and of grandeur not terrible but
amiably fublime. It is the pride of the vegetable
world, as the lion and the elephant among quadru-
peds, the eagle and the condor among birds, the
the hero and the fage among men. With fuch an
obje does the human imagination eafily aflociate all
thofe events, thofe feelings, and thofe ideas which
the memory is beft pleafed to recolle® Some of
the moft amiable of men have exprefled a fondnefs
of attachment to trees which they had been accuf-
tomed to view, or under whofe thade they had been
wont to loiter, finely expreflive of the gentle fenfi-
bility of their hearts. Many trees will live and
grow to a wonderful age and fize. In the Marquis
of Lothian’s park, at Newbottle, are an ath or two,
among a number of other fine trees, which have
grown to the height of an hundred and twenty feet,
and a beech meafuring, in girth, more than twenty
feet. The bark of this beech-tree is infcribed with
the initials of the names of many who have vifited
it, with the addition of the year on which the in-
feription was carved out. I have obferved fome of

' thefe
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thefe infcriptions dated as far back as the year 1732,
which were very little deepened, or clofed up by
* the fubfequent increafe of the girth of the tree, al-
though it is flill frefh, and muft have continued to
increafe fince that period: From this fa&, it is na-
 tural to infer, that a tree which grows fo flowly, yet
is at prefent fo vaft, muft undoubtedly have grown:
through a long feries of years. Among the won~
ders of Mount Ztna are fome chefnut-trees of afto-
nithing fize. - But the moft remarkable of them alk

is called the Chefnut-tree of the hundred horfes. Una

der its fhade an hundred men on horfeback are eafi-

ly theltered from a ftorm: its trunk now hollow,

through the decay of age, affords a capacious tem-"
porary abode for a confiderable number of men to-

gether. :

Tae rapidity of the ftream at this ferry, renders it
impoffible for the boatman to carry paflengers di-
rectly over. In fpite of every effort, the ftrength
of the current, where'its force is greateft, hurries
the boat a fmall way down, between each fucceflive
* ftroke of the pars; and by the time when the moft
impetuous part of the ftream is pafled, it has become
neceffary to row upwards. It has been propofed to
throw a bridge over the Tay at Dunkeld: And I
thould think that the advantages which muft una.
woidably refult from the meafure, would very foon

: - repay
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repay the neceffary expence. The intercourfe bes
tween the North Highlands and the Low Country
is neceflarily great. Even travellers on foot are con-
fiderably retarded and expofed @y the circumftances
of the ferry. Paflengers with hotfes are ftill more
fo. " But, for cattle and carriages of all kinds the
Iabour and inconvenient delay muft be exceedingly
troublefome. None would refufe. to pay for the
paflage by 4 bridge, what is now levied as the dues
for the ferfy: for every paflenget would, after all
be a confiderable gainer by the exchange. The inter-
courfe thus facilitated, in this line 6f communication
would {foon become much more frequent ; and the
mutual improvement of the Highlands,*and of that
part of the low country immediately adjacent; would
naturdlly follow. We have lately feen many noble;
public works executed by fubfcription,- where: the
fum fubfcribéd wis a free gift,~~not 4 loati, or the
purchafe-money of an annuity. Buit, thould a bridge
be built over the Tay, at Dunkeld, by fubfcription;
the tolls (which ought for a while to be the fame
as the dues of the ferries) would, even at firft I
thould fuppofe, prove adequate to the payment of
4 reafonable intereft of the whole money contributed
towards the ereition of the bridge: And, as the inter-
courfe, in this way, thould become more frequent;
the amount of the tolls would, within a few years,
become fo much more confiderable, as to difcharge

] the
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the whole of the principal debt, and leave the paf-
fage of the bridge free, except for fome {mall trifle,
to be expended upon fuch occafional repairs as it
might require. Independently of thefe profpeéts;
every landholder through the circumjacent country;
and every farmer, merchant, or manufatturer whofe
bufinefs interefts them in the intercourfe between
the Low Country and the Highlands—may refle&,
that the ere@ion of fuch a bridge would contribute
to raife the value of the contiguous lands, and to
enliven induftry and trade in fuch a manner as might
more than compenfate for any direét lofs or difad-
vantage which they might fuftain (if lofs or difad-
vantage there were) in becoming fubfcribers to de-
fray the expence.

LeT me add, that, if it cannot be otherwife ac-
complithed, this obje& feems to be not unworthy of
the attention of Government. The firft care of every
" Government ought ever tobe,~not to fuffer the ftate
of the Society, over which it prefides, to become
worfe : the next, to improve it as faft as poflible.
Where this improvement can be effeted by fecretly
feconding the natural operation of circumitances, it is
well ; the dire&, oftenfible intervention of Govern-
ment will there be unneceflary and improper. But
when circumftances are not powerful enough to ope-
rateby them{elves; then,let Governmnent putforth its

- Vor. L X hand,
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hand,—if the improvement in view promife to'be’
confiderably beneficial to the whole fociety, or even-
to a.y part of it. In this fpirit, and upon thefe
principles has the Britith Government acted in the
eftablithment of colonies, at:a great expence to the:
nation; in the granting of bounties, drawbacks, and
premia upon various branches of trade’and manu-
fatture ; in the inftitution of a board of Truftees in‘
Scotland, to- watcli over the improvement of the
country, and- to- apply appropriated funds to this
end. In the fame fpirit have fums of the public
money been granted, at various times, to promote’
the accomplithment of works partly of a private,.
partly of a public nature, both in Scotland and in
England. Wrhere fuch attentions of the legilature
and the executive Government have produced their-
full effe@ ; the fpirit of improvement and of induf-
try has been there fufficiently roufed, to remove the:
neceflity of the- farther dire@ intetference of the
guardians of the national welfare. Thus- relieved
from' the neceffity of applying in all places of the:
empire that foftering care which has already reared.
fome branches of trade and indufiry to 2 great de-
gree of vigour; Government find lejfure, not to re:
ax their cares, but to turn them elfewhere. The
Highlands of Scotland are now perhaps the largeft
tract of unimpreved country, fufceptible, in vari:
rious refpeds-of high improvement,—that the ex-

teat
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tent of the ifland of Great Britain affords. They
have not within themfelves, fufficient energy or a-
Ppulence to carry on their own improvement. Go-
vernment have wifely and earneftly feconded the ef-
forts of individuals, and of private companies to-
wards this end. By no other means however, will the
improvement of the Highlands be more rapidly pro-
-moted than by favouring their increafing intercourfe
with the Low Country. The bridge -of which I
have been talking, would, in my eftimation at leaft,
contribute eflentially to this: and it may furely be
‘hoped, then, that, if the efforts and interefts of pri-
wate perfons fhall not accomplifh a purpofe which
requires no enormous expence, and promifes confi-
derable benefit to the country; an upright and en-
Jightened Government will, in-due time, lend its aid.

1r 1 have dwelt too leng-upon the fubjeds of trees
and of bridges, I muft beg leave to plead in apolo-
gy, that, the difficulty of the paflage by this ferry,
in the dufk of evening, with horfes in the boat,—
was fuch as to difpofe the mind to hang as long
as poffible upon the laft agrecable objects that
had been prefented to it, and to meditate with pe-
«culiar ferioufnefs on the means of removing the in-

convenience which I here experienced.
X2 - DuNkEeLD
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DunNkeEeLD.

Tue village of Dunkeld ftands clofe upon the
north-eaft fide of the river, at a very {mall diftance
above the Ferry. Itis of narrow extent, and by
the afpect of the houfes and the contiguous ground,
feems to be rather diminifhing, than increafing. Its .
fituation is of that charadter, which is, with pro-
priety, called romantic. But, finct all the world have
become judges and admirers of beautiful fcenery,
this term romantic has become almoft the only one
which is ufed to exprefs admiration of the beauties
of the face of rural nature. A wood is romantic ;
a bare plain, equally fo; an old ruin hid among
trees fpreadinig out their roots and branches in fan-
taftic figures, is exquifitely romantic; a modern houfc
feated in an open lawn, when feen in certain pomts
of view, is honoured with the fame epithet : a hill
is romantic ; and fo alfo is a wide and bleak heath ;
Lakes, rivers, rivulets, poo]s, waterfalls, are all,
without exception, romantic. Nay there is hardl};
any mode of beauty or fublimity in landfcape that
is not occafionally dignified or difgraced with the
appellation of romantic, by fome ignorant pretender
to tafte. It is not difficult to trace the means by
which this word has been advanced into fafhion.
The time was, when romances, filled with a peculi-
grly refined, lofty, and notwithftanding thefe qua-

liticg
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lities, in fome inftances fimple fyftem of morals,
manners, fcenery, and incidents, held that place in
the eftimation of the gay and the idle,—~which is now
occupied by novels. The fcenery particularly, which
was defcribed in thofe works of fiGdion, was of a cha-
radter of wild fublimity, or fanciful beauty, fuch as
bore little or no refemblance to either the beauty or the
fublimity marking the {cenery of cultivated regions.
Still, however it was of a nature to move the feelings,
and to excite and keep up the play of imagination.
The fond readers of romances learned to admire it
with an extravagance of delight. Even before that
fpecies of gardening which alone of all the ftyles of
this art which have ever been prevalent, is the im-
proving, not the marring of the charms of the face
of nature ;—even before this truly elegant art, which
is peculiarly our own, was cultivated in any perfec-
tion among us; that fcenery which the writers of
romance delighted to frame, was generally admired.
Befide that particular fpecies of {cenery, any fcenes
which had a tendency to withdraw the mind from
the aflociations of real life, and fo carry the imagi-
nation to rove through Fairy-land, and to cail up
her own wild creations, were, with little improprie-
ty, ranked in the fame clafs of remantic f{cenery.
In the progrefs of Englifb Gardening, the defigners
in this art (the great principles of which are, to
chufe fcenes that are naturally the moft fufceptible

. of
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of fimple decoration; to fuperinduce upon thefe,
none but ornaments fuited to their charader; and
when fcenes little fufceptible of decoration, and of
no marked charaéter, muft, however, be ornament-
2d, to give them fuch ornaments, as they may be
oft eafily clothed in,—as promife to be moft perma-~
nent,—and as will, at the fame time, beft accord
with the fcenery of the environs) feeking to com.
bine, in their works, every fpecies and every modi-
fication of matural or imaginary beauty in landfcape,
—have frequently tried to ornament or to create the
romantic. But feldom have the efforts even of the
‘moft eminent of thefe artifts, although in places the
moft advantageous, been, in any reafonable mea-
fure, fuccefsful in creating this fpecies of beauty, or
ornamenting and improving it, without injury to
its native charatter, where it before exifted. The
familiarly beautiful, the artift may adorn and im-
prove. But, whenever he attempts the fublime,
his endeavours will commonly produce a pygmy,
the burlefque of that which he intended to exhibit.
And, when he tries to bring together a wild and
fanciful affemblage of the mingled features of the
fublime and the beautiful; his produé'tio:‘l hardly
gver turns out to be any thing better than quaint
conceit. Hence appears the abfurdity of applying
the term romantic to almoft every fine feature whe-
gher of natural, or of ornamented landfcape. And,

i
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if I were impowered to fpeak with cenforial authori-
ty; I thould certainly forbid all ladies and gentlemen
Who do not underftand the meaning of this word,
to expofe their ignorance and affeQation to ridicula
by the frequent ufe of it.

BuT, the fituation and feenery of Dunkeld muft
Be confeffed to be truly romantic. The buildings
in their ftru@ure, and arrangement wear an antique
afpe®. The ruins of an ancient cathedral occupy =
large fpace towards the north-caft end of the fireet.
The Tay runs fo immediately under the line of thevil
kage upon one fide, that it could not poflibly be there
enlarged by the addition of another line of houfes.
Beyond the winding of the river appear hills with
wood fcattered upon their declivities, and fcantily
fkirted with a border of plain, fertile, ground. Hills-
rife around, in the utmoft irregularity of difpofi-
tion, and having their fides or fummits here and
there fringed with young wood. All the level
ground, befide that on which-the village ftands, and
that part which is occupied by the Cathedral, is but
s very narrow tra&t.’ In one divifion of it ftands
the Duke of Atholl’s houfe, with a very narrow
lawn around it. The other is a park filled chiefly
with aged and tall pines, and with other trees of 2
correfpondent charaéter. All in thefe fcenes that
Soars-any obvious impreflion of human art is of a

' ! grand,
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' grapcf, venerable, and antique caft: All thofe fei:
tures which have been left nearly as nature formed

them, are of nature’s boldeft, rud=ft, moft fantaf-

" tic workmanthip. Even where art has, more lately
tried to foften the harfhnefles of the natural fea-
tures ; - their ftubborn, awful grandeur has been fo
invincible, that the labours of art have not here

ended, as they often unintentionally do, in reducing’

Greatnefs to Littlenefs.

ArryviNG late in the evening, at Dunkeld, I did
not go out, till the next forenoon, to view the fur-
rounding fcenery. A heavy rain had fallen through
the whole morning, and was even then continuing

“to fall. It was fo late in the feafon, too, that the
woods had begunto affumeé a more melancholy af-
ped: their thades were new lighter and thinner :
the withering leaves exhibited a much greater diver-

fity of colour, than in the green luxuriance of fpring-

and early fummer. It was fabbath; and I had been
hearing, before I went out, an eloquent and affec-
ting fermon ¢ on our profpetts of a future ftate of
retribution.”” The combination of all thefe circum«
frances wrought my mind into a calm, folemn, and
penfive frame, fuitable to the character of the fcenery
through which I went out to firay. Entering the
park which I have mentioned as filled with a fine
affemblage of lofty, venerable trees, I was conduc-

' ted
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ted upon the northern bank of the river to a ferry,
which is within the compafs of the Duke of Atholl’s
-ornamented grounds, here, and at fome diftance a
bove the ferry by which I had pafled, en the pre-
ceding evening, in entering Dunkeld. We were
ferried over, and pafled, by walks artificially form-
ed, fometimes leading on 1in a line near the river, .
and fometimes diverging from it, through wood,
<corn-fields, and fhrubbery, difpofed over ground of
extreme irregularity of furface. Thus was I con-
du&ed to the banks of the Bran, whofe torrent
pours down with furious impetuofity, which is ftill
irritated and increafed by the oppofition of the huge
ftones, which rife here and there in its channel, and
impede its courfe. This river, the gloomy afpect
which the feafon and the inclemency of the weather
communicated even to the moft cultivated parts of
the landfcape, and the appearance of frowning crags
above, wherever the eye was raifed,—frowning even
where they were thinly thaded with young wood,—
joined all together in producing the full effe@ that
could be wrought upon the imagination and the
feelings by fcenery the moft gloomily romantic.
When I underftood therefore that we had approach-
ed near to a noble catara@®, over which, in a fitua-
tion, alarming, tliougil fecure, hung a building
known by the name of Offien’s Hall ; 1was charmed
with the hope of feeing the catara@ in all its majef-
Vour. L Y ty,
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ty, and with the idea of the propriety with which a
rude building correfponding to our notions of the
charadter of the ancient Celtic bard, and of the ac-
commodations of his time, had been erected in fuch
a fituation. When we caine nearer, fomebody whif-
pered to me, that I was going to be alarmed and
deceived by what would be immediately exhibited.
‘We reached the edifice. The door was unlocked
and thrown open; and ’immediafély after, by the
fhifting of an mtervcnmg cover, the figure of Offian
was fuddenly expofed to'view. So far all was well :

For the painting is a noble one, and does honour to
the Aruﬁ who drew it: He was faid, I think, to
have been a Mr Stewart. But, by Offian we were
now admitted to an interior apartment, fpacious,
light, airy, and elegant, fet round with mirrours,'
and more like a boudsir than a hermitage. .This
apartment hangs over the water-fall. " On that fide,
the whole room is/illuminated. Thé river was full :
and an unufually large volume of water poured
over the precipitous rocks in the channel. By the
preffure, and the 1mpetuoﬁty with which it fell, a
great part of it was whitened, or broken into foam.

A mift hung over it ; and by communicating a fmall
degree of gloom, greatly ‘enhanced the grzndeur of
the fcene. The furroundmg rocks, the character of
the trees that fhaded them, the ftunning din with

wluch the water was prempltated from the height
. AS : [} °£

’
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of the citarad,—all co-operated finely to elevate
the imagination, and to imprefs the feelings with a
Pleafing and folemn awe.—It was that wild fublimi-
ty which calls home the powers of the mind from
lighter excurfions, and fuggefts fome of the loftieft
fentiments that can be affociated with material ima-
gery.- But, while the mind was thus moved, it was -
impoflible to turn the eye, for a moment from this
impreflive fcenery, without having the fine train of
thought with which it had been fwelled, moft dif-
agreeably broken. The glaring gaiety of the room
was of a character inconfiftent with that of the ob-
jecéts around it. It difpelled the folemn awe, and
pleafing melancholy with which thofe imprefled the
mind ; yet not fo entirely as to introduce in their
room, its own airy cheerfulnefs; and the confe-
quent effe&t was, that the imagination and the feel-
ings were harraffed and difgufted between the two.
To add to this, the mirrours which are inlaid round
the walls, and in the ceiling of this apartment, are,
by a fantaftic contrivance, fo difpofed, as to afford
various refletions of the whitened volume of wa-
ter, as it pours down the cataract; like fmoke, like
flame, like boiling oil. This is a Conceit of which .
the contriver was probably very proud ; and I doubt
not but it may have been much admired by many
vifitant of tafte. But, 1 muft confefs, that I could
aot help confidering it with other fentiments than

Y2 : thofe
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thofe of admiration. Contraft does indeed produce
fine efle&s in gardening, no lefs than in the other fine
arts: and furprifc is on many occafions, not an un-
pleafing emotion. But, furely, in thefe {cenes, this
contraft is very unfuitably difplayed, and this fur-
prife very unfeafonably excited. I could never a-
dopt Dr South’s notion, that a good epigram is the
moft perfe@, and the nobleft of human compofi-
tions. Except for the expreflion of folitary thought,
er in the light, airy play of clegant converfation, I
could never regard epigram as producing happy ef-
fects.  But, if epigram be not always advantageous
in compofition in language ; epigrammatic point and
turn are undeniably unfuitable in all the Fine Arts
which employ bulkier and more unwicldy figns than
words. In painting, in architecture, in mufic, epi-
gram is always injurious, unlefs where burlefque
effe@s arc intended : but in gardening it is abfolute-
ly deteftable. Pity, that the ncble charaéter of Eng-
lith gardening, fhould be any where difgraced by
epigrammatic- conceit. In this light do I view the
airy hall overhanging this catara&, with its quaint
decorations: And after huving my feelings, coarfe
as they are, affeéted by it, us they were, I cannot help.

' entcring my proteft againft it.—And, yet, I may be
wrong. Icannot hold myfelf forth as a connoiffeur
in Ornamental Gardening. It may have been acci-
dental caprice, or a fecret defire to exercife the cen-
' foriak




PART OF SCOTLAND. 173

forial fpirit of criticifm, or fheer ignorance perhaps,
or fome other caufe not founded in correét judgment
or genuine delicacy of tafte, which difpleafed me
with this Hal/ confecrated to Offien. It may coms
mand the approbation of other vifitants, better qua-
Lified to judge, than I: and the well-known max.
#m, De guftibus non difputandum, ought always to be
¥emembered, with at leaft more or lefs acquiefcence
Wi

BuT, in thefe {cenes, nature has done fo much,
and has been fo happily feconded by fine Tafte and
ingenious Art, that a good many blemithes might
well be pardoned for the fake of the beauties that
appear. Nearly adjoining to the Hall is an arch
thrown over the river at a place, and in a manner
which give it a finely piQurefque effe&, and having
about it various accompaniments, natural or artifi-
cial which improve this ¢ffei?. We returned from
contemplating the water-fall by a different path
from that by which we had come to it. But, nei-
ther my notes, nor my recolleGtion give me any
diftint or conneéted reprefentation of the varied
afpact of the rivers, woods, and grounds whxch |
enjoyed, on my return to the inn.

THE remains of the ancient Cathedral, give an aix
of venerable antiquity to the village of Dunkeld.
The
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The firft church is faid to have been built here, by
Conftantine, King .of the Pi&s, in the year 813
The firft ecclefiaftical dignity eftablifhed in this place,
was that of Abbot. The Abbot of Dunkeld, and all
the other clergy of the country, were at-that time,
moit probably, fubjet to the Abbot of Hyona:. After
the Monaftic Eftablithment of Hyona had been ruin-
ed by the Danes, as it thould feem ; or had other-
wife loft its fupremacy over the Pictith Church, the
Abbot of Dunkeld was a while at the head of the
Pi&tith Clergy. At a later period in our hiftoty;
Dunkeld became a Bithopric. I know not the date
of the ereion of the Cathedral. It has been a
noble Gothic pile. The choir is fill preferved, and
at prefent occupied as a church. Here is the Burial

place of the Family of Atholl, and fome ancient fu.
neral monuments,

I survEevsD the tuins of the Cathedral with that
awe and melancholy retrofpetion towards the days
of our forefathers, which fuch lofty remains natu-
rally infpire. Among the moft agreeable {ubjefts
which- they fuggefted to my remembrance, was the
character of Gavin Douglas, once Bithop of this
See. He was one of thofe that did the higheft ho«
nour to the Romith religion, during the period of
its eftablifhment in Scotlahd. He was the fon of a
noblc family ; a man of learning ; a prelate of pire

candid,
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eandid, dignified manners; and a poet inferior to
none in the age in which he lived. ~The barbarous
turbulence of the feudal times, affected indeed the
manners and the circumftances of the clergy, lefs
than the other claffes in fociety. But, even the
clergy were not untainted by its fpirit, or fecure
from its rage. Gavin Douglas, after being appoint-
ed to the Bithopric of Dunkeld, was obliged to take
poffeffion of his See, almoft vi et armis. He was in-
volved in the civil broils which diftracted his coun-
try in his day, and was, at laft, through the fuccefs
" of the party againft whom his connections had en-
gaged him, driven into banithment.

Awmip the diftrefles, however, to which he was
expofed, and the buftle in which he was engaged,
he found time for the refearches of erudition, and
for the cultivation of the flowers of poefy.

His Tranflation of Virgil does high honour to his
memory. At that period, few, even of thofe who
might cultivate poetry and the other elegant arts,
had foundnefs and delicacy of tafte, to relith the
beauties of the claffical writers of Greece and Rome.
Legends, Myfteries, and the-Phantafies of Allegory.
were the favourite works of fancy. What was
known of the hiftory, and what was relifhed of the
fne arts of the polithed nations and ages of antiqui-

" \ : ty,
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ty, was obtained at fecond-hand, and through me.
dia by which they were corrupted and diftorted.
Unlefs perhaps in Italy, there were, at that time, if
my memory does not greatly fail me, no poets
throughout Europe, who could have executed fo
claffical a2 work as Gavin Douglafs’s Tranflation of
Virgil. Englith poetry was no longer what it had
been in the days of Chaucer and Gower. Germany
and the Netherlands' were beginning, indeed, to .
produce Eruditiffimi and Illuftriffimi. In France, the
- glory of the Troubadours had faded ; and no poets
~ of a chaftened, claffical tafte had yet arifen. Cle-
ment Marot was not to be compared with Gavin
Douglas. In Italy, Dante had indeed by this time
produced his Mferno, that wonderous mixture of
the fublime, the vehement, the ludicrous, the mean,
and the abfurd : and Ariofto had written that en-
chanting medley of tales of knight-errantry, the be-
witching intereft of which was fo powerful as, not-
withftanding its lafcivioufnefs, to gain in its favour,
a recommendatory bull from a Pope,—and which
ftill continues to entertain, beyond almoft every
other work of that age. But, I believe, that, next
after Italy, Scotland was then more diftinguithed by
poetical genius, than any other country in Europe.
And at the head of the Scottith poets of that age, I
am inclined to rank the Bifthop of Dunkeld. His
original works, although much in the allegorical
tafte
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tafte of the age, do him little lefs honour than his
tranflation of Virgil. There is in his defcriptions
of nature, a corre@nefs, and a picturefque rich-
nefs, which diftinguith him as having poflefled the
genuine imagination and judgment of a poet.—
He had alfo invefligated, with great care, the anti-
quities of Scottilh Hiftory. He communicated to
. Polydore Virgil, that account of the affairs of Scots
land, which he inferted in his elaboraté work. He
died of the plague, while in exile, in England.

DuikeLp ferves as a market-town to a confide-
rable part of the circumjacent country. On every
Baturday, it is more or lefs crowded with people who
repair hither for the tranfa&tion of country bufinefs.
After the tranfactions of the day are ended, or, in-
deed, not feldom in the conduéting or terminating
them, copious libations of whifky are drunk. Thefe,
at firft, brighten the wit and warm the affections,
and thus promote good fellowfhip. But, as the
judgment is cleared and enlivened, and the affece
tions are warmed, the fenfe of perfonal dignity is at
the fame time increafed in every Highlandman’s
breaft ; his hionour becomes more punétilious ; and
his valour fiercer. In the play of converfation, fome
difference of opinion accidentally arifes, fome un-
lucky word is unthinkingly dropped: Contention
enfoes : The jealoufy of Highland hononr is offend-

- Var. L Z ed.
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ed. Highland courage can no longer reftrain itfelf:
A blow is given on one’fide or another. Uproir

" follows. And the whole terminates in a defperate
fray, producing abundance of blue eyes, bloody
nofes, loofened teeth;, and broken ribs. Hardly ever
a market-day paffes over at Dunkeld, without oc.
cafioning,. in. this way, more.or lefs work- for the
fargeon.

Goars are fed on the hills'around this villages
And, I have been told, that, Company ufed for-
merly to refort hither in the fummer-months for
the purpofe of drinking goat's milk.: Goat’s milk
18 now lefs valued, as a fpecific, than it formerly
was. Watering-places have at the fame- time be-
come more fafhionable:. and at thefe, accommoda+
tions have been provided, which are not to be ex«
peted in-the.fequeftered abodes-of goat-herds.

Dunxerp pofieffes fome {fmall nfanufa&tures. Liz
.nien-yarn being.the great produé:of the adjoining’
country, this place naturallybecomes an inferior mart:
for the fale of that commodity. I'am not fure that
the cotton-manufa@ure has yet been tried here.
_ But, as the beft linen-yarn in the country is fpun in
the diftri¢t of Atholl; Dunkeld has'been thought
an advantageous fituation for a Thread-Manufa&ture:
Lithould-fuppofey indeed, that the extent and popu.
: : lation
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fation. of this village might eafily be cnlarged'; and -

various new manufactures, fuitable to the fituation,
eftablithed in it; were it nat for the narrownefs of
the level ground about it; and the defire which the
family of Atholl very naturally have, rather to di-
minifh than enlarge the limits of thewillage, for the
fake of their pleafure-grounds ; .upon the extent of
which it.confiderably encroaches. The village is oc-
. cupied, not by tenants under the Duke of Atholl,
but by feuars, -holding from him : ‘'and I.have been
informed, that the Duke takes every opportunity
of purchafing up the feus and demolifhing the hou-
fes,in order thus to remove, by degrees, a nuifance
which circumftances allow him not to rid himfelf of,
allat once. If a bridge fhall ever be thrown over the
Tay in this vicinity—the village may then be entirely
demolithed; and a new town raifed with advantage,
in its ftead, on the other fide of the river. It may
then increafe to great extent, and population ; and:
~ being in a fituation where it will be rather orna-
mental than otherwife, to the Duke’s domain, may
be foftered, rather than diminithed by the care of
bim and his fucceflors.  Yet ftill the defcendents of
the ancient inhabitants, the Antiquarian, and the
man of fenfibility will view with fond regret the
fcene to which inhabitants were once attracted by
the opulence and the fanéity of a noble eftablith-
ment of the Romifh Church ; which has continued
Z 2 AT

Y
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a village of fome name for a long while after the
fall of that Eftablilhment to which it owed its
rife 5 and which was fo happily fituated for the con.
venience of the furrounding country, that, had it
not been for the accidental circumftance of its ftand-
ing in the near neighbourhood of a great man’s
feat, it might perhaps have increafed with the in.
creafing improvement of the country, to a thriving
. and opulent city.—No wonder, that the ftudy of
Antiquities thould aflume a fafcinating power over
the minds of thofe who have once engaged in it:
no aflociations are more direétly addreffed to all our
more tender feelings, than thofe with‘which its ob
jets are connected ! B

- One inftitution founded at Dunkeld by the ami.

able charity of the late Duchefs of Atholl, deferveg
high praife. I wifh, that the example were gene-
- rally imitated. Her piety and humanity induced
‘her to eftablith for the benefit of the chﬂdren of the
inhabitants of Dunkeld, a Sunday School, in imita-
tion of the fchools of the fame fpecies which were
eftablithed firft in various manufaturing towns m
England, and fince in fome few other places in
Scotland. F was much pleafed to fee the cleannefs
and neatnefs of drefs, and-the decency of behaviour

w1th which thofe children appeared together at di-
vine fervice, on benchcs cxcluﬁvely approprmted to

thcm,
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them, in the church. No great lady can leave 3
finer memorial than this of her virtues, or ere& a
nobler monmument to preferve her memory. In this
age, when politicians and lawgivers have wholly

withdrawn their' regard from the virtue of man«

kind, and turned it entirely to the making of pro-
vifion for their fecurity and their enjoyments ;—k
know not that any thing has been done towards the
improvement of the Lower Orders in fociety, that -
can be compared, for wifdom and benevolence of
defign, or for the'felicity of its effec, with this infti-
tution of Sunday Schools. If Dﬁnkeld, either in
its prefent fituation, or on the other fide of the
Tay, fhall ever make any confiderable advancements
in manufa&uring induftry ; the Sunday School in-
ftituted by the late Duchefs of Atholl will then pro-
bably become ftill more beneficial to the chtldren
of its poorer 1nhab1tants than at prefent.

To that}ittle which § have faid eoncerning Dun- -
keld, I cannot conclude without adding that a Na.
turalift might very advantageoufly chufe this for his
flation,, for a few weeks, or perhaps months in a
fummer. I am perfuaded, that the neighbeuring
dells and heaths muft afford a great variety of indi-
genous plants.  The firata of the rocks might well
detain the attention of the mineralogift ; and on the -
fandsof the river he might plck up {pecimens of the

var;ou}
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various materials of which thofe ftrata are ¢compor
fed. And if he were not a mere mechanic in Natu-
ral Hiftory, he might farther amufe himfelf by col-
lecting many nice and curious particulars in the na-
tural hiftory of the human fpecies, through an at-
tention to the fimple modes of life which in thefe
gegions have not yet ceafed to prevail.

DunxkeLp has among its inhabitants 2 {fmall con.
gregation of Glaffites.

From DunkzLp to Brarr-ArroLL.

A LTHOUGH rain had continued, fince the morn-
ing, to fall fo heavily as to hinder me from viewing
the Duke of Atholl’s pleafure-grounds around Dun-
keld fo comfortably, fo ltifurely, or fo completely
as I fhould otherwife have done; and although it
abated not towards the afternoon; Yet, as there
appeared fmall probability of fuch a change as might
affure me of a fair day for travelling, by the next
morning ; I refolved to proceed to Blair-Atholl, af-
ter dinner, at the rifque of being drenched with
- rain, to thefkin. Ihad, in this journey, taken an oc-
cafional fervant. And the fervant with whom I had
bappencd to provxde myfelf, not having the fame
" motivey
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fhiotives which I had, to urge him on, feemed lefs
willing than I, to expofe himfelf to the ftorm.
But, my refolution was taken : and we fet out,

Our way lay along the northern bank of the Tay.
For fome length, the road was clofely confined wi-
thin the Duke of Atholl’s plantations. At about a
mile’s diftance from Dunkeld, we travelled along a
Rumbling Bridge, which is one of the particulars in
this neighbourhood, ufualLy recommended to the
notice of firangers. . _

ApvaNnciNg, the vale opened fomewhat more
fully to my view. The Tay was here broad and deep,
and appeared to flow with a beautiful, yet majeftic
courfe through the narrow vale which it interfeds.
The fides of the hills were clothed, on both hands,
with- wodd. Corn-fields, having the corn in fome
places ftill uncut, and only of a yellowi/b hue, bue
in other places in the thock, were intermingled 2~
mong the woods. With thefe were alfo interfper-
fed fpots of pafturage and meadow-ground. - Thefe
foenes of cultivation were not feen to-advantage at
fo late a period in the feafon, and in fo dreary an af-
ternoon. And yet, I know not, if the melancholy
afpe& of the woods in the end of Autumn, and
even in the gloomieft days in this part of the fea-
fon, be not apt to awake in the heart a train of more

pleafing
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pleafing emotions, although of a penfive, fombrous
caft perhaps, than when they appear in the gaudy
verdure of Spring and early Summer. The green
has given place to a brown which is diverfified by a
much greater variety of {hiades. The luxuriance of
vigorous growth no longer obtrudes itfelf on the
obfervation. Al has affuined that caft of ficklinefs
and languor which often renders a delicate female
form more interefting and attractive, than beauty
in the full fluth of vigorous health. Around all,
there is diffufed an air of lonclinefs and defolation,
of firmnefs bearing up with fortitude againft thofe
fhocks which it cannot altogether withftand, and of
penfive regret for faded glaries—which calms the
- lighter and more frivolous emotions of the mind,
roufes the claftic energy of its nobler feelings, and
awakes Imagination to & train of exercife, in which
fhe frames fome of her fineft creations, The eafe
with which the mind, when fuch objects have thus
awakened it to a particular train of exercife, reviews
the paft progrefs of the feafons, naturally leads it by
" no painful tranfition, to trace with a retrofpedtive
view the progrefs and the changes of the fortunes and
the fentiments of human life : From the life of the
individual, the range of reflection is infenfibly ex-
tended to the progrefs and flutuations of f{aciety,
snd. of all buman things: And with this feries of
o refleftion,




PART OF SCOTLAND. 189

teflettion, the nobleft images that material nature
tan be conceived to prefent, and the moft exalted
fentiments of which the human mind can be fup.
pofed fufceptible, are unavoidably connected.

Awmong the trees in the woods through which
the road ftill continued to lead, and which are fcat-
tered to a vaft extent, in clumps, in belts, and in
larger bodies of no determinate figure, as well as,
at times, in a fill more ftraggling order, through
the vale ;—Among thofe trees, the moft beautiful-
ly remiarisable, that ftrick my eye, was the weeping
birch. Till it has attained a certain age, this elegant
tree, in which indeed the grandeur of the tree feems
united with the beauty of thé flirub, fpreads its brana
thes in the ordinary direction between vertical and
horizontal. In time, however, the buithy top of eacht
branch, efpecially when loaded with ledves, becomes
too heavy for the flender, flexible ftalk by which it
is fuftained: The branch yielding, drops the bunches
bn its top downwards: And thefe multiply and
hang in thick clufters, dll around every branch of
every tree, as fo many of the moft beauteous fef-
toons, compoefed of fibrous branches and delicate
leaves, The weeping willow which hangs its bran-
ches and leaves in the {f4me manner, is alfo extreme-
1y beautifiil, but in my eftimation, not equal to
the beauty of the-weeping birch. Happily birches,

‘Nou. L - Aa of
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of alt kinds, are the trees of wild fcenes and" cold
climates. In this part of Strath-Tay, the weeping
birch thrives in the happieft manner: And it i
one of the trees which have been moft liberally
planted through thefe woods.

As 1 proceeded, it was- curious to obferve, the
contraft between wildnefs and cultivation, on the
fides of the hills. From the weftern bank of the
river efpecially, corn-fields, feemirgly upon a foik
- fafliciently rich and deep, and neatly inclofed with~
in ftone-fences,- rofe, te a confiderable height, upon’
the declivities of the mountains, The-higher they
rofe, {fo much-the.greener and the more backward:
did the crop ftill appear. And, immediately be-
yond the line where cultivation terminated, appear-
ed the wildeft heatlr, in all the blezknefs of uncon-
querable fterility. It feemed as if, in the conteft be-
tween human indufiry and the local fullennéfs of
nature-in thefe {cenes, the latter' had been reluc-
tantly compelled to yield to the formér, and flowly-
+ receded before its attacks, with a‘fcowling front.—
It renewed to my. remembrance the conquefts of
the ancient Romans in Britain, and the. energy:
with which their vitorious arms were oppofed by
our Caledonian anceftors. With the fame- indefa-
tigable valcur did: he Romans penetrate into the:
wild regions of the Scottifh Highlands: And with.




PART OF SCOTLAND. 187

:the fame indignant fortitude did the hunters of
the ancient Caledonia make their laft ftand on
the Grampian Mountams, and there fullenly with-
ftand every effort of ‘the walour .and the difcipline
.of the conquerors of the reft of Europe.

THE firata of the rocks through this tract of coun-
try appeared to be, .for the moft part, either {chif.
tous or calcareous. On the banks of the river, the
foil feemed wonderfully rich. -Indeed, wherever it
is not fandy or marfhy, it is.natural, that the fodl
along the banks. of all -rivers fhould be the richeft
whicl: the particular regions afferd, through. which
they refpe@ively run. The bottom of the vegetable
mould is, in fach fituations naturally formed of
fragments broken off from-the ftrata of.rocks which
the river divides, and comminuted into earthy fand.
Thefe fragments are never thus broken down, with-
out carrying with them more or lefs mould formed
by the decay of vegetables which have grown and
withered on their furface. When a flratum of com-

minuted ftone of whatever charater, intermixed -

awith vegetable matter, has been thus once ‘formed,
she feeds of vegetables are by.the benign'care of
Providence foon ftrewed upon.it. Being fheltered
dy the relative lownefs of the fituation, and watered
&by the vicinity of the firéam; while they are, by-the
same drcumflance sfreed from any excefs of water
Aaz % whic

L]
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which might wafte vegetation ;—thefe places foos
come to produce thefe vegetables, which have been
either accidentally or intentionally fown upon them,
in rich abundance. Every new crop of vegetables
contributes,. by its decay to fertilize and enrich,
more or lefs, the ground on which it is produced.
And thus, without the intervention of man, are the
Rarrow plains on the banks of rivers, raifed by the
natural operation of circumftances to high fertility.
When, in the fubfequent improvement of men in

“the arts of life, thefe tracts are fubjeted ta cul

tivation ; hardly can the moft injudicious agricul-.

" ture reduce them to barrennefs; and as little, for

the moft part, can complex labour, or fingular ag.
ricultural fagacity improve them to that hcight of
fuperinduced fertility to which fpots’ lefs fgrt';le'
have fometimes been artificially raifed.

THE whole day had been wet and gloamy. I
was, by this time, fufliciently drenched with rain,
Nothing but the novelty of the fccpes, the clevating

.'grandeur of the hills, and the mournful, fadmg

bcauty of the woods and the vale, could have fo in-

“terefted my mind as to engage me to procaed on

my journey, with any degree of fpirit, on fuch a

.day. . The afternoon was now far fpent. In fo
-Jow a fituation, and under the weight of clouds

whmh darkened the Iky, and the thick rain which
obfcurcd
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shicured the air, the darknefs of evening came
on unufually foon. I faw the fhades of night clo.
fing faft around me, before I had advanced more
than half-way tq Blair-Atholl. As it darkened, e.
very thing around me put on a ftill more gloomy )
and affe&ing afpe&. Thick mift fettled on the tops
of the mountains. The woods affumed fiill a deep-
erand 2 deeper hue of dufky brown; till they at
laft exhibited nothing but fo many mafles of dark-
nefs. Juft as it darkened, I reached Moulin-Yarn,
a fmall inn, fituated nearly fo as to divide into two
equal parts, the road from Dunkeld to Blair- Atholl.
- Here I dried my clothes before a comfortable fire,
tefrethed myfelf with fome whifky and oat-cakes;
and as foon as the horfes had fed, remounted, and
continued my journey, in the darknefs, to the inn
at Blair, ‘ .

BLAIR-ATHOLL and the adfoining couhtry.

A SNUG room, a blazing fire, a warm fupper,
fome well-mixed rum-punch, and the kind atten.
tions of the landlord and landlady of the inn at Blair,
foon cheered and refrefhed me, after the wetnefs and
fatigue of my journey from Dunkeld. That I might
the fooner enjoy the benefit of the fire, I was invited
nto the family parlour. I fupped with the landlord
. and:dandlady, and a Captain R, — a gentleman
of agrecable manners and entertaining converfation

o who
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who happened to be with them.—The converfation
turned chiefly upon the fubje@ of .the general fcaz-
city of fuel, at this time, through the Highlands;
and the uncomfortable winter they were likely to .

. experience, throngh want of this neceffary article.

Peat is the only fpecies of fuel that can be eafily. ob-
tained here in any confiderable quantities, even in
the moft favourable feafons. But as rain had con-
tinued to fall almoft inceffantly through the whole
of the laft Spring gnd Summer, and -through all
that part of the Harveft which was already paft;

. they had hardly found a fair day to cut their peats.

Afier they had furmeunted this inconvenience, and
cut them; there remained no poflible means by
which they could have them driedl. When they
fpread them out upan the heath;; the rains wathed
them away : When, without waiting for their dry-
ing in this fituation, they gathered them together
into fmall ha.gs ; the {fame.continuance of rain {fcon
hvoke down the heap into.a confufed mafs of mud.
_.Ai),d,z if at length they were urged by want of fuel,
to bring them home in this ill-prepared flate; the
roads to the mofles were then found fo deep and im-
paffable; and the mofles fo wrought by the rains inte
gquagmires and moraffes ; that it was impoffible .al-
imoft to lead horfes without any burthen into the
fituation where the peats were prepared ; ftill more
fo; to-lead them' out again with loads on their backs

SR Ang
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And as for carts; thefe could not at all be ufed. In
this inland part of the country, coals are not tor
be imported, unlefs at an enormaus' expence. Of
wood there is little except what has been planted by
different noblemen and gentlemen, to decorate and
fhelter their grounds: and this is not to be cut
down for fuel. Mr Stewart, the landlord of the
inn at Blair, lad obtained five or fix pounds worth
of birch in the neighbourhood, for fael. But, fuch
was, even then, the general diftrefs, that his poorer
neighbours, whofe honefty was confeffedly, upon
other occafions, fuperior to all temptation,. could
not refift the temptation of the birch-wood, but pil«
fered it upon.every opportusity, fo as to deprive
him of meft of the advantages of his bargain.

FueL being, in cold countries, one of the firft
neceflaries of life; where this is difficult te be ob-
tained in fuch climates, human life can never be
very comfortable, nor human induftry very ative.
Intenfe, or everr continued gentle heat does indeed:
relax the powers of the human frame, and with it,
perhaps even the faculties of the mind. In coldér
regions, the character of man has been generally
obferved to difplay its greateft energy and adtivity.
But, it is rather the abfence of neceffity than the
influence of any diret phyfical caufe, which enfee-
bles the human charadter in the former fituation =

And
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And it is the exiftence of that neceflity, and the pofs
fibility of obeying its impulfe and fubduing its fevé-
rity, which, in the more temperate cold climates
roufe man to his nobleft exertions of mental and
bodily vigour. Where this neceffity, however, cans
hot be obeyed, and the difficulties which it creates;
overcome ; ‘the heart finks into defpondency; the
facultics, and the nerves are unbraced ; and more
helplefs ftupidity, and more fqualid mifery are pros
duced, than in thofe regions where the powers are
relaxed by torrid heat, and exertxon is_checked by
_ abundance. .

* . Uron thefeprinciples, ohe of the firft objects for coriz
fideration when theimprovement of a barren and cold
trac of country is intended,—is its ftate in the refpe
of fuel. Is it ill fupplied with this neceffary article?
How may'this difadvantage be remedied?—a country
of muitsahd mofles will not, at a fift view, be thoughs
il fupplied with fuel; nor indeed will it be fo'in re-
diity § ‘usdefs it be-at the ‘fimé . time much expofed
to ralng, or fo.marfliy that accefs cannot be readily
obtained at all times to the fituations in - which peats
‘tnay be dug. Yet, éven fich 4 country, with every
advantage of a dry dimate which it can be fuppofed
to poffefs, will not be well fupplied with fuel, if its
pthuon fhall come to be numetous : For peats
are an article of fuel, of very inconvenient ufe. Ever
: ' wherd
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where wood may be plenufully obtained, it is not

to be greatly preferred fot general ufe. * For the ufe .

of thofe manufa@ures which require the greateft -

abundance, it can never anfwer very well, upts na«
“tural form.

Pz‘r-co,m is therefore the fuel which will natural.
ly and wifely be preferred to every other fpecies,
wherever it can be readily obtained. It feems to
be wood prepared for fuel in the great laboratory
of nature. It has various qualities which render it
fitter for this purpofe, than any other material that
can be obtained fo readily, and in fuch quantities.
No.wonder, that the inhabitants of the Highlands
of Scotland, efpecially on the fea coaft, fhould feel
themfelves difpofed to complain of the duty on coals
carried coaftwife, to the northern parts of this king-
dom. It prohibits them, at all times, from fuch a
fupply of this article of fuel as might ferve to give
confiderable encouragement to the increafe of popu-
lation, or the inftitution of eftablifhments for manu-

. fafture + .And in fuch feafons as the prefent, it con-
fpires with the aufterity of the climate and the in-
dlemency of the feafon, to reduce the few inhabi.
tants who are fcattered over thefe diftricts, to the
extremity, of wretchednefs. This injudicious im-
poft is now, however, about to be removed by the

Vor. L -~ Bb . attention
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attention of a vigilant and viftuous Admxmﬁratimf :
-and ‘of an enhghtcned Legxﬂature

" Tz general afpéct-of this country. it would no¥
be eafy to defcribe with impreflive, piturefque force:
It is an affemblage of lofty hills, the fummits of
which have o covering but mofs, upon 2 bed of.
fion¢ds tnd gravel :. and where this has been wathed:
Hway by florms, the bare rocks fhoot: up. The’
Kdes of 'théfe ‘mountains-are commonly. clad with
il‘eath and- other’ hardy, northern-plants :: i Towards-
thqx: bafes, is ftill heath, with a mixture of coarfé
grafs :* And-under thefe are nartow vales fometimes
. divided by rapid fireams; affording kindly pafture :
aithOuorh commonly embrowned with heath, and*
having, here and therey a few green fpots; fprink:
led ovcr them. In fome pIaccs, thé declivities of
the ‘fiiountatms are {o exterrﬁve, and fo géntle, as to-
form ‘wide trads. of ‘ground’atmoft level}-and af
fovdiag exccllent paﬁnre for ﬂxeep and black cattlc.

ALMbs'r eva-y natufal divifion of the fnﬂs, whex
ther greater or‘fmaller; is marked by the cotirfe of’
fome torrent: “The river Tummel interfedts the vale
from Logierait, where-the “Fay ‘turh§ away in &'
weftérn dire&ion. Rains frequently fwell-this ris
* ver fo as to otcafion it to overfpread-the plain
when it carties. off hay‘happening to be in‘the eock;

st
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ot corn-in theaf, and fcatters fand over every veges
table before it. Thp other ftreams, in thefe envi-
Jons, the Gdrry, the Erochty, the Tilt, and the
PBruir are moze -clofely confined among -the hills:
But when fwelled by rains, they pour down with

- amazing impetuofity, tearing their banks and pre-

{enting awful inftances of phyfical force.—In many
places, waters are naturally collected at the bafes of
sthe hills; the equality of the level, or the peculiar
snapner in which thofe hills part and meet again,

Jeaves no ready outlet for the waters thus collected.

Lakes are formed; and after the ftagnation has ex-

tended as far as the cquality of the level continues,

-a certain proportion of the water forces an outlet
for itfelf ; and many of the rivers, whether fmalles
;or larger, in this neighbourhood have no other ori-
gin. The mountains often tower up to an afto.
;nibmg height, and have their tops almoft conftant;
ly crowned with foow or mift. Beinn-deirg rifep
8550 feet above the level of the fea; and Carn-nan.
gour the higheft pinnacle of Beinn-glo, to thc;

‘ j:enght of 3734 feet above the fame level.

. Trougs abound in thc zivers ; and falmgns af-
pend for a certain length, up fome of them. The
forefts are ftocked with ftags and roes: Hares are
plenteous through the country : And on the hexghts

)
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in winter, but having its fnowy coat fpcckkd in
fummer, with blueith fpots. Foxes, wild-cats, and
weafels infeft the hills and woods. The banks of -
the rivers are frequented by otters. The goats,
which once formed a confidergble part-of the ftock
of the farmers in thefe diftri@ts, have gradually gi.
ven place to the increafing flocks of fheep, and
herds of black cattle~—The farmers are learning,
by degrees, to manage their theep and black cattle
with improving fkill, and to dlfpofc of them to

- greater adyantage,

Tae nature of the foil, and the inequalities of
the furface unavoidably render the agriculture of
thefe parts inconfiderable, Only in the vales where
are fome depth of foil and theltered fituations, can
tillage be tried with fuccefs; and thofe are narrow
in proportion to the general extent of the country.
Barley, oats, potatoes, and flax, with -peafe, ' rye,

-+ turnips, and fome foreign grafles are, however .

~ cultivated ; yet not in fuch abundance as render the
* importation of grain and meal ﬁnneceﬂkry orto -
render the fattening of cattle a confiderable obje&t
with the farmers, Lime, matl, and dung are the

menures ufua]ly employcd

Tux inhabitants of this trak of country are gee
pq:ally a ﬁmple, poor, and vlrtu,ous race. The

Gagli
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-Gadic is their common language. The landlords
receive for the lands, rents which would be count.
¢d wonderfully low in more populous and opulent
diftrits: Yet, even thefe rents are paid by the te.
pants, with difficulty. How, indeed, can it be
otherwife? Thefe regions are fill too much thut up
from iutercourfe with the feats of opulence, trade,
and induftry. They form only nurferies for men
and cattle; and only in a country extremely poor
an fuch nurferies exift. The people are here fe.
queftered from the view of thofe modes of life
which might awake the defire of more varied en.
joyment, and with it that emulation and ambition
which can alone give a fpring to human exertion.
Their advantages of natural fituation are alfo com-
paratively {peaking, few; and to overcome the
difadvantages with which they have to firuggle,
extraordinary force of motives, uncommonly vi.
gorous and unwearied exertion, and great powers
of fufferance and felf-denial would be requifite.
The latter I doubt not, that the inhabitants of thefe
regions may indeed poflefs: But the former are
undeniably wanting to them, :

 Tux paftoral life prevails here, in many places, #
not in all the innocence, and happy plenty, at leaft in
all the fimplicity afcribed to the Golden Age. The
fhepherds repair ip fammer to Jbeals, ‘built of fods,
- on

/7
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on rémote ﬁtuatnons among the hills; and thers
<continue to tend their flocks in almoft folitary indos
lence, mecting but occafionally, and repairing only
at times to vifit more frequented haunts of men ;—
1ill the feverity of winter, coming an, drives them
back to the firefide and the fmoaky kitchen. "The
country is indeed wllder, and the ruftics are poorer :
othcrw:ﬁ: the afpett of paftoral Jife which here meety
- t.hc travellcr’s eye, might well remind him of the
-manners of thofe goat-herds to whem Cervantes in.
troduces. his kmght and fqdire, in the courfe of
their rambling adventures, and whofe circumftances
and modes of life he paints with enchantmga.rt. '

-IT has been obferved with fomedep'ecefchagnn
and defpondency by fome of the more enlightened
and refle@ting inhabitants of thefe parts, that theiy
population and induftry have been for fome time
declining. The fmiths have left the land fince the
people ceafed to wear armour. The, taxes upon
leather, and manner in ‘which they are levied have
deftroyed the refources of the eountry-ﬂxoemaker.
The extenfion of fheep-farms has diminifhed the
number of the labourers and the families maintain-
& and employed upon them. The abolition of the
heritable jurifditions, taking away that dignity and
. authority which attached every landholder to the
mral feat of his family, and the complex and ree
i b ﬁ.ned
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fifed luxury. of great towns confpiring, at the fanie
time, to feduce them thither; the Great have left
the country, carrying with them that income¢ which
it affords them, to be laid out where its expendis
ture can contribute nothipg to the benefit of thefe
poor people by whofe labours it is raifed. The pros
hibition of the ufe of the ancient Highland drefs has;:
at the fame time contributed to. deftroy that union,
ind that high fpirit of national honour which' ferved
to maintain the Highland chdra&er, and to prompt
the Highlander to vigorous exertions, mftead of
thofe more felfith. and meanex motives which' are
teceﬂ'ary to urge the aéhvx.ty of ‘bafer minds.

. Taxse: fa&s have, in genenl more or lcﬁx truth
% them. Yet, if viewed .in’ their true light, they
eannot well excite the difcontent of the Highlanders;
or-imprefs: a belief, that the general profperity of
the country is declining.. The population of thefg
diftricts has:been diminifhed ;'mot becaufe their cir.
comftanceschave become abfolutely lefi advantageous -
than' they formerly were ; but becaufe the profperié’
ty of other parts of the country has rapidly advan,
eed.~Thofe who once' loitered ‘indolently and un-
ambitiondly here, have been-enticed away to fcenes
of more aétive induftry, and more varied and refins
&d enjoyment. . They have augmented the popular
tion of other parts.in a greater. degroe, than that of
.. the
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the fcenes of their nativity has been diminithed by
their defertion of them. They have added moré
to the ftock of wealth and induftry, elfewhere, than
has been withdrawn from it here, by their removal.
—Formerly the Highlands were almoft exclufively
the feat for life, of all the human beings -produced
in them : Now they are become merely a nurfery
or breeding country, by which the wafte of popu-
lation in bufier fcenes, is fupplied. They are thus
much more ufeful to the whole couthmunity than
they formerly were, when, if viewed independently,
they might make a more diftinguifhed figure than
at prefent. I believe, that the artifans of all the
mechanic arts have become lefs numerous through
the country, fince the eftablifiment of fuch a diver-
fity of manufatures has affembled them together
into towns and villages. But, this eircamftance
has happened merely in confequence -of the im.
- provement of commercial intercourfe, and is a proof
not of dedining, but. of rifing profperity. I cane
- not be perfuaded, that the dimindtion of the num.
ber of the fmiths is a fa& that befpeaks the decline
of the Highlands. That country can never be'in a
thriving condition in which the forgers of armour
* are among the moft numerous and the moft confi
derable claffes in the fociety. This is a circumftance
implying a ftate of manners under which there can
‘e little peaceful indufiry, or little focial enjoyment.
v ‘ Te




BART OF SCOTLAND. so1

Tomeit appears, that every nation, to be truly great:
and happy, muft poflefs in certain proportions, mems
‘bers in every différent ftage in the progrefs of refine-
tnent, and in almoft all poffible divetfities of local cirs
- cumftances. Upon this idea, it may feem advantage-
ous to Britaln, that the Highlands of Scotland are fo
little fufceptible of cultivation, and that the inhabi.
tants of thefe parts continue to retaih the fimple
manners of the fhepherd life. Something of that
energy is thus preferved alive among us, by which
rude tribes are rendered fupetior to nations who
have funk into the Juxury and effeminacy of excefs
five refinement.—But, if no unhappy concurrence
of circumftances fhall arife to check the profperity
of North Britain, thofe who are interefted in the

progreflive improvement of the Highlands may af. ’

fure themfelves, that the widening fphere of in.
du&ry. and opulence will, by degrees, extend it-
felf, with ftronger and ftronger undulations, fo as
to include them. The pafttirage of their hills will
yet be managed {0 as to produce more numerous
and more valuable flocks and herds: Their plains
and vales will, in time, come to be cultivated
with more fkilful agriculture: Their fitheries will
be purfued with growing fpirit and fuccefs; and po«
pulous towns, the feats of manufacture and of trade,

snuft naturally arife on their fhores, on the borders of

Yos. L . Ce . _ “of
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of their lakes, and on fuitable fituations by the banks
of their rivers.

THzsk refle@tions fuggefted by the converfation of
the company in the Landlord’s parlour, occupied
my mind, as I retired to reft in my own apartment,
and till I fell afleep. When I awoke next morning,
I had a proof of the value they put on their fuel,
by the  backwardnefs of the fervants to accommo-
date me with a fire. They had fo long delayed put-
ting it on, that it hardly began to-hurn before I was
gone.

T was liere, as at Dunkeld, in the midRt of the
Duke of Atholl’s grounds. The houfe and grounds
of Blair-Atholl are an objeé of curiofity to every tra-
veller'who vifits thefe parts. Here is a wider extent
of low, if not of abfolutely level ground, than at
Dunkeld. Befide the inn are a few huts. But the
whole aflemblage, feems rather to-animate than to
deform the ornamented grounds within which they
are placed. I'walked firft backwards in a direétion
between North and North-Eaft, from the inn. A
fine green hill, the fides of which were partly culti-
vated, rofe before me, towards the North. I was
pleafed to fee the luxuriancy of the oats which grew
upon it ; but could not help regretting, at fight of
their greennefs, that the aufterity of thé climate; and

- the
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£he backwardnefs of the feafon thould fo fruftrate the

fertility of the foil. On the other hand was wood:

and at fome diftance, on the backward ground,

the country affumed the ufual dark-brown colour of
thefe parts. I returned, and directed my walk into .
a park on the front of the inn. On the fouth-fide

of the gate by which I entered it, was a gently fwel-

ling eminence.; and on its top a fort of fummer-

houfe which, as a point, attratted my fteps thithcr.l
From this height appeared the river Tummel, and

the mountains rifing .on its oppofite bank ; a green,

but not wide plain on the hither fide; lines, and

clumps of trees, with fpots of open lawn interfper-
fed; the Duke of Atholl’s gardens; the houfe of
Bhir-Atholl ; and no fmall quantity of full-grown

wood embowering the more cantiguous parts of the

fcene. o

I pescenpep from this eminence, returned te
the inn, and after breakfaft, fallied out with a waiter
conduding me, to ftray through the gardens, and
to fee the houfe of Blair-Atholl. The houfe has a
ftately appearance amidft fcenery of fuch a charatter
as that with which it is furrounded. In the Lobby,
or Loggie, which is grand and {pacious, are various
{pecimens of fubjets in Natural Hiftory; fome of
them trophies of the fuccefsful huntings of.the
Dukes of Atholl and their friends ; others fuch as

Ccaz2 . feemed
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féemed to have been placed here, without any pary

. +ticular relation to the reft, and only as ornaments

becoming the lobby of a nobleman’s houfe in fuch
a fituation, Among thefe are the ftuffed fkin of
a ©reenland Bear; the horns of ap elk; the horns
alfo of an Aurochs—the ancient wild cattle of North-
Britain.—This race of cattle have been exterminated:
in Scotland ; but in the woods of Poland and in
fome forefts in Germany they ftill remain. Their
horns are often found in our moffes, at a confider-
able depth under ground; a circumftance pro-
ving that they muft have been amorng the moft
ancient of all the inhabitants of the ifland.—We
had another breed of wild cattle in Britain which
are not yet entirely extin&. Thefe are the white

. cattle with brown ears, and haying alfo fome fpots

of brown or black upon their faces, and per.
haps too about their feet. The learned Dr Wal.
ker, profeflor of Natural Hiftory in the Univerfity
of Edinburgh, (than whom I know no man more
corretly or extenfively informed concerning all fub-

-jes relative either to fcience, or to common life;

or who more readily ftarts valuable, original ideas
upon every fubje¢t falling under his difc uffion) is of
opinion, that the white cattle with brown ears are
not indigenous to this ifland. But, I rcmember
reading in Leland’s hiftory of Ireland, that Matilda,
wife to William de Braofa, an Irifh lord, in the

yeup
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year 1204, prefented to Matilda, wife to King John,
4 drove of 400 cows, having all red ears, and their
bodies of a milk-white colour. Thofe cattle, although
their ears are faid to have been red, I fuppofe to

. have been of the fame race as the white cattle of

- 8cotland,—perhaps their progenitors. And the in.
ference I would draw, is, that, if moft of the fame
animals are common to the two iflands, thefe
cattle muft have been known in Britain, no lefs than
in Ireland ;—or, "that, as the intercourfe between
Scotland and Ireland was, before the conqueft of
the latter country, by Henry II. more frequent, than
that between Ireland and England, thefe cattle might
be common among the Scots and the Irith, before
they were known to the Englifh ;—or that, if they
are a foreign race, they are moft probably natives.
of Ireland, and were firft introduced into Britain, in
the beginning of the thirteenth century.—I fear,
have {uffered thefe milk-white cows to lead me too -
far out of my way; efpecially, as I was furveying
the lobby of fo noble 2 houfe a5 that of Blair-Atholl,
From the lobby I was conduéted into a fpacious din.
ing-roomand drawing room, with the proportions of
which I was exceedingly pleafed. The furniture is
fuch as fuits the rooms; rather elegant, however, than
gorgeoufly rich. Some fmaller rooms, adjoining to
thefe, wére thewn, at the fame time. On 2 fait-
-gafe are various paintings of anceftors of the fami.

ly
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1y of Atholl, or of perfons conneéted with it. qu
feem to have -felt the bruth more than once, fince
they were firlt painted. Their faces are much of
the prefent caft; but the hair is drefled in antique

guife ; the necks of fome are ftiffened with ruffs;

-and the other parts of drefs which appear upon
them are in the tip-top fathion of fome former
day.—This houfe rofe formerly fome fories above
its prefent height : but about the time of the rebel-
lion in the year 1745, a part of its height was de-
molithed, and it was difmantled of all that feemed
to.give it the air rather of an old fortified caftle than
of 2 modern houfe,—that it might be no longer -
able to be either garrifoned or befieged.. Before
that period, that is, before the Highland Chieftains
were divefted of their heritable jurifdiGtions,—I
thould fuppofe that a Nobleman’s family could not
have been very fafe in thefe parts,— —unlefs fecurcd
in a {trong houfe.

. Frowm the houfe I proceeded to wander through
the immediately furrounding grounds, with the
gardener for my guide. . Black cattle, and I think,
roes, or rather fallow-deer were feeding on the
Jawn. At fome {mall diftance from the houfe, I
faw an cagle, in confinement; and having never
before had fo near a furvey of a living eagle, [

svas ftruck and pleafed with his ajr of mingled dig,

nity
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#ity and ferocity.—The garden, properly fo called,
is large and well laid out, although perhaps not fo
“very well kept, as might be withed: In the middle-
is an artificial piece of water which has no difagree-
able effe@. I thought it rather disfigured however,
by fome figures of hay-makers and other ruftics
which have been awkwardly fet up in it. The fur-
rounding wood is chiefly full-.grown. Among other
trees, it contains many larches and other. pines.—
The larch is ote of the moft beautiful trees which
grow in northern climates. Its form is among the
moft elegant of the tall and flendér. [t fprings up
with'a rapid growth. There is fomething pleafing
to the eye and the fancy in the multiplicity, the
flendernefs, the arrangement of its branches, and in
the attitudes in which they hang. When it flowers
in Spring, it puts forth a moft charming fluth. Its
odour perfumes the woods. To the dignity and
graceful ftrength of the tree, it joins the beauty of
the thrub. Its timber poffefles ftill more perfetly
than the willow, the quality of refifting the force of

fire. -It grew in great profufion in Gaul in the days of
Czfar. I have forgotten at the fiege of what town it
was, that his foldiers were aftonithed to find the gates,
which were made of the timber of the larch-tree, -

obitinately refift the impreflion of the fire with which \
they attempted to burn them down. For every
purpofe of thc joiner or carpmter, too, this timber
. ferves

1
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ferves as well as that of any other pine. = And 1
know hardly of any degree of rudenefs or feverity
of climate that will check its growth.—Another .
fine fight in thefe grounds was prefented by an ave-
nue of rowan-trees, or mountain-athes. The leaves
were withering, or withered : but the berries hung
thick over them, in fine, red clufters. I can fcarcé
tonceive any fcene of natural plenty, in the warmer;
richcr climates of the South, to be more adorned by
its more lufcious fruits, than was this avenue by the
clufters of rowan-berries which cirowned its trees.—
I was carried by my conductor, by paths, the line
of which I recolle® not, to a grotto, in front of
which poured a cataract. Within this grotto was
 mofly feat : and the fituation on the river, is on¢
to which a heathen poet might well fuppofe the
river nymphs likely at times to retire from the was
ters ;—or it is a fcene whete a hermit might forges
the world, and indulgé an undifturbed’ meditation
on the wonders of nature, or on the vanity of earthe
ly things. Spars, fevéral varieties of quartz, py-
tites, with fome ores are difpofed through the rnde
walls; from the roof hang ftalactites: ‘And yet I
muft confefs, that I could have withed to find it fur-
nithed with a greater variety of foffils. Mineralogical
curiofity could have had little difficulty in finding
fuch, in thefe parts. And were it otherwife, why
ﬂmuld taﬂx negle&t o bring even from a diftance
fuitable
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fuitable ornaments to this romantic feat of medita-
tion and folitude >—Leaving the grotto, I was next .
conduéted to where a number of avenues of ftately
pines met in oné common centre.” And nearly a-
bout this fcene, my conduétor furprifed me with a
tale and an object, the latter of which I was forry to
fee in fuch a fituation. He began with telling me,

as we walked on, that he and other men at workin - -

the gardens had been, that morning, frightened
from their work by the fudden appearance of fome
madman who had levelled a gun at them, and
without provocation,- threatened to fhoot them
but that, by this time, the mad gunner was, moft
probably gone; fo that he and I were now in no
danger from him. After this information, he walk
ed on, and I followed, fauntering flowly, and gazing
about me, as I advanced. We went on, till upon.
turning the corner of a walk, he fuddenly ftarted
back, and feemingly in the utmoft terror and afto-
nithment, fled with precipitation. As he retreated,
he called’ to me with the indiftin& articulation of
fear, ¢ There he is!”” I turned my eye to where
he direted, and might, indeed, have been furpri-
fed, had I not recognized a brother of thofe ftucco
figures which I have already mentioned, as having
very impertinently intruded themfelves into the gar-
den. It was the figure of a fowler, in the act of
levelling his gun fo as to point againft whoever

Vor. L o Dd " thould
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fhould approach in the direQion in which we-had
come up. When my guide faw that I was not ab-
folutely overpowered with terror and furprife, he
difmiffed his pretended fear, and returned laughing.
The trick-was with him a fubje& of exultation, and:
Le boafted to me, that, he had feldom failed to fur-
prife and terrify ftrangers.by means of it.. Among;
other anecdotes which it introduced, he related,

with great fatisfacden, that two Englithmen who-

had been lately here, had, in their terror, ftum-

bled, and falien, the one over the other: their firft

emotion, upea difcovering the vanity of their fear,
was to puriue and beat him; but he kept out of
their clutches, till they had ceafed to think of the.
mortification of their fall, and had begun to laugh
over the incident.—I muift confefs, that I cannot
fee either good tafte or ceconomy in the Duke of
Athell’s thus maintaining.a ftucco fowler in his gar-
dens. Such figures do not, indeed, difgrace thefe:
{cenes fo much, as thofe of the Sicilian nobleman.
who is related to have filled the walks and groves
zound his houfe with all imaginable varieties of mon-
firous figures,—as if he had been an enchanter, and:
thcle figures fo many monuments of his wrath and.
Recromantic power. But they are notfuch ornaments.
as tafte would naturally fuggeft; the. trick and the.
tales are extremely childith.—After wandering fome
time longer among thefe enchanting fcenes, I re-

' turned
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turned to the inn; and after taking fome hafty
. forenoon refrethment, mounted and fet out for
Taymouth.—Before leaving Blair-Atholl, however,
let me not forget to mention one faét which firuck
me,—Mr and Mrs S.—— the Jandlord and landlady
of the inn; ‘he probably about the age of fixty,
and fhe, about midgle life, are two of the ftatelieft,
hahdfomeft forms, I ever faw; tall, well-propor-
tioned, fair, with owal faces, ‘high-nofes, and light
cyes.

— - -

From Brarr-Arrorr to Tarmovrs.

| MicuT have travelled to Taymouth by a road
leading direétly acrofs the hills. But, this road was
faid to be difficult, and fuch as ftrangers could not
fafely travel without a guide. 1 therefore chofe
rather to beat over again one half of the way be-
tween Blair-Atholl and Dunkeld, and to take the
‘way by the ferry over the Tummel, at Logierait.
That part of the road between Blair-Atholl and
Dunkeld, over which I was now to travel a fecond
time, was, what I had come along, on the preceding
evening, under the darknefs of night. It was ftill
new to me, therefore, and T was told that its fecenery
was more interefting and more beautiful, than that
of the road which led to Taymouth directly acrofs

the hills.
Dd 2 Tm
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Tue moft remarkable objects which met my eye,
as I returned down the vale, were ftill, rocks, woods
of faded verdure, fpots of corn, either growing, or
in the thock, cottages fcattered here and there, by

_the fides of the high-way, and ruftics, of coarfe
features, fquat, fturdy figures, arrayed often in tar.
tan, and having their limbs fcantily covered by the
fillibeg. Once or twice, we overtook droves of cit-
tle, and had fome difficulty in pafling, without fcat,
tering them. The arable grounds cn the fides of
the highway are not regularly inclafed. The only
mode of inclofure that feemed to be here practifed,
was, with low- ftone-fences. The peafants were
bufy in fome fields, plowing or digging up their
potatoes : And the mould thus turned over, had
the appearance of being rich and deep. I was awaiﬁ
firuck with the waried fhades of brown which the
fading, falling leavés of the trees every where exhi-
bited.- It was a fight which excited in the mind 3
mlxturc of melancholy and cheerful emotions. It
was curious to remark how the leaves of the
athes which ftill retained their verdure, varied in
that verdure, with an amazing diverfity of fhades,,
according to age, fituation, and perhaps other cir-
cumftances which I was not botanift enough to dif-
tmgm{h —At fome diftance from Blair-Atholl—
(the particular diftance I negleited to enquire)—3

- road branches off to the rwht, which leads, as I wag

. told,
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told, to 1 place called Fincatle: The point where
this road. branches off,.is a narrow pafs at which the
hills, on both fides, jut forward, to meet each other.
On neither fide is there left the fmalleft firipg of
level ground between the bafe of the hill and the
brink of the river. Birches and bruthwood are
fcattered to a certain height up their fides. South.
weft from the pafs rife other hills, of a lower eleva.
tion, and bounding, in a piturefque manner the
fides of the former. Not a cottage appears within
fight. Here breaks off the narrow road to Fincaftle.
It winds down through the wild thrubbery, in a line
of very diflicult accefs, till it reaches the river where
a fingle arch is thrown over it in a manner which
- frikingly imprefles the imagination. Along the
bridge the road proceeds on the dedivity of the wef-

tern hill, amidft fach objeéts; and in fuch 2a direc.

tion, that even a fingle traveller paffing upon it, af:

fects the mind of the fpectator with the moft fingu-

Jar feeling in refpet to the folitude and the inaccetr

fibility of thefe regions.

Tue pafs of Killicrankie is more famous. It is
about five miles fouth from Blair, Near the nor-
thern, entrance of this pafs was fought the famous
battle between Lord Dundee and General Mackay,
in which James’s army would have triumphed, had .
pot their heroic general fallep in the moment of

viory,
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~vifory. The pafs is narrow and confined betweea
lofty mountains. Beneath vuns the Garry, in a
deep, and rocky channel overhung with trees. The
event of the battle fought here was fatal to"James’s
affairs in Scotland. There was no hero in his army
to fucceed Dundee. Many of the brave officers be-
longing to it, being driven into exile from their na-
tive country; and the mafter for whom they had
fought and fuffered, being unable to prote& or fup-
port them, were reduced to circumftances of ex-
treme poverty and diftrefs. They formed them.
felves into fo many companies, and engaged in the
French fervice. They were ungenerouily ufed ; but
they continued to bear every hardfhip with the un-
conquered fortitude, and to face every danger with
the daring valour of Scottith gentlemen. The dif-
trefles brought upon the clans of the North of Scot-
land, by the rebellions in which they were engaged
through prejudices which muft be confeflfed natyral
enough, have occafioned the Scottith character to
be exhibited in lights and fituations in which it has
thone with peculiar dignity and luftre.*

THis diftri& of Atholl is not without numerous
monuments of ancient manners, cuftoms, and events,
o Here

#* ‘This praife is greatly below the merits of thofe generous heroic
lli‘ghhnéen.
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Here are the ruins of old caftles, the feats of feroci-
ous chieftans, the ftrong walls and innaceffible fitu-
ations of which fuggeft the remembrance of times
when the tranquillity of the country was regulated
by no general fyftem of police ; but when every clan
and every family were mutually formidable to one
another. Of this charaler, are a variety of round
towers which might probably ferve both7as forts, and
as watch-towers; Tom-a-vuir, the ancient feat of the
M-Intothes of Tiriny, firongly fitwate on a fteep
bank of the river Tilt; and in the north-weft corner
of Loch Tummel, on a fmall ifftand, partly artificial,
the remains of a firong houfe built by Duncan-Ra-
var-M‘Donald, the chief of the clan of the Robert-
fons.—Here, too, are cairns, the haftily raifed monu-
ments of the ancient inhabitants of thefe parts whenr
they fell in battle. Till lately, the cuftom remained
of heaping up cairns, not merely over the graves
of the deceafed ; but wherever any perfon happen-
ed to die, although he might be elfewhere burried.
Above Blair is Carn-mbic-fbimi, or Lovat’s cairn,
where a chief of the family of Lovat had fallen, in
a plupdering incurfion into this country.—Many of
the remains of antiquity which this diftri¢t ftill pre-
fents to the obfervation of the curious traveller, are
fuch as may be referred to the religion of the an-
. cient Highlanders. Iam not fure, whether the in-
formation which ancient writers give us concerning
the



416 JOURNEY THROUGH
the religion of the Druids whom the Roinans foun&
in the fouth-weftern parts of this ifland, is fuch as
to identify their fuper{htlon with that of which nu-
merous imperfe@ monuments remain through other
parts of Britain.—Be thefe things as they may; I
am not at prefent difpofed to enter into tlie contro.
verfy concerning them. 1 fcruple not to affert,
however, that nothirig can be more abfurd than the
extravagant notions, with which fome writers have
laboured to poflefs, of the extenfive knowledge of
the Druids, and of the perfe@ion of their fuperfti-
tion. I fhall allow that a body of clergy or literati
may be fomewhdt more enlightened, and fomewhat
more civilized than the reft of the community ; but
this fuperiority will never be very confiderable. In
the darker ages of the modern hiftory of Europe,
the Romifh Clergy had indeed almoft a monopoly
of what little piety, knowledge, and civility re-
mained among our rude anceftors. But, it was fo
triffling as to raife them, in our eftimation very little
. above the laity.—~Now, in the age of Druidifm, we
know well that our anceftors wanted induftry, jus
rifprudence, dexterity in art, and all the accommo-
dations, of polithed life. I hope to be forgiven
therefore, if I fhall refufe to allow the Druids to
have been, in any confiderable degree, lefs favage
than the reft of the people whofe priefts they were,
—till their admirers ean thew me fome unequivocal
monuments.
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inonuments of their civility and their knowledge.
—The monuments in thefe parts which are afcribed
to Druidifim are various : Here is a vale called Strath-
gray, which is, from its name, fuppofed to have
been 2 vale peculiarly appropriated to the Druids:
Near a place called’ Clunemore, is a cairn, fixty geo-
metrical paces in circumference, and having its top
laid with flags, which is conjectured to have been
an altar on which the Druids offered their facrifices :
At a place, the name of which, upon enquiry, I
learned to be Knowbhead, 1 obferved, on the fide of
the highway one of thofe circles of ftones, erected
perpendicularly at certain diftances, which are ufu-
ally termed Drpidicél circles: Here are none of the
groves, however, in the gloom of which the Druids
are faid to have been accuftomed to celebrate their
-moft folemn and myfterious rites.

OTHER antiquities of thefe places relate to the
ftate of the manners. The old groves which are
not covered with cairns, have the dead bodics in<
clofed within ftone coffers, confifting of feveral flags
fitted together, the purpofe of which is conjectured
to have been to preferve the body from the raven-
ing rapacity of the wolves which anciently infefted .
the country. The Gaelic names of the places com-
monly refer to facts and circumftances in their an-
cient hiftory. - Rod-pa-banrfun is the Queen’s.:road, -

. Vou. L Ee 4 -, by +
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by which folne or’ othet of the ancient queeits of

Scotland are conjectured to have gone with a rett-

rue to hunt in the foreft of Atholls Dail-an-fpideil
is the plain of the inn or'hofpital, where might an-

ciently ftand an heufe of entertainment for-travel-

lers: Dail-na-cardoch is the vale or plain of the
fmith’s thop 3 andsDail-na-mein, the plain of the mi-

meral.  Cairn-torcy and Cairn-thorey, are the hill and:
the hollow of boars..

Tuz diftriét of Riawwocn, which I fhould have’
ttaverfed, if I had preferred the fherter road bes
tween Blair-Atholl and Taymouth, is of confidera.’
bleextent. It is-a-highlying tractof country, and
is chiefly occupied for pafture. It forms only a part-
of the parifh of Fortingal, and yet contains no few-.
er than two and thirty villages. ' In the middle of
the diftri& is Loch Rannoch, twelve miles in length.
Ot of this river iffues the:Tummel,; which paffes -
through the diftrict of Atholl, and meets the Tay at'
Logierait.. The Gaelic-is the-general langnagc ihlk
fpoken through all thefe diftriéts.

Bnrou the year 1735, this diftri® of Rannoch-
was in an uncivilized ftate: The inhabitants were
thieves and robbers who acknewledged no law, paid-
no debts, and laid all the neighbouring country:
fwm Stirling te Coupar. of Angus, under. contribu+

, tien;
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ftign;; -obliging the inhabitants fo pay them’ whst
rthey called Black Meal, as the price of their fecuri-
‘ty. In the months of September and O&ober, they
avould affemmble in. Rannoch, in.companies of feveral
hundreds, build temporary huts, caroufe the whif-
-ky, and fettle their accounts for ftolen cattle. As
+they all bore arms, it was hardly poffible to bring to
Juftice a thief .who belonged to their number. A .
.Jbody of foldiers were at length fent among them,
;and fome inftances of exemplary juftice inflicted ; in
«onfequence.of ‘which they, by degrees, learned to
:be ordesly and honeft. o

Ar that peried the ufe of ‘beds was unknown 2
among thefepeople. They flept on bundles of heath
«or fern, without laying afide their clothes, and co-
vered above only by a.fingle blanket. Their huss:
had for walls a texture of twigs interwoven imong
ftakes driven perpendicularly into the ground: the
doors were fo narrow, that one could .not enter
- otherwife than creeping : .and the roof of the hut fo
Jow, that it.was impoflible to ftand .upright within
it. The people were miferably dirty.and infefted
aith the itch. They lived on the fimpleft, {cantieft
fare. The poar had hardly any other articles .of
food than the blood of their cattle,—which they .
bled feveral times in the year,—boiled and eaten as
bread,—with a parfimonious fupply of meal. The

X ‘ Ecz country,



‘230 JOURNEY THROUGH
country, too, was at the fame time, without-roads
or bridges.

‘Bur fince the year 17435, a happy change has ta-
ken place. The repreffion of licentious rapine has
introduced induftry. Improved ideas of farming
have induced the farmers to ftock their farms w1th
theep, in preference to black cattle.—~The introduc-
tion of potatoes has added another and a mo& va-
luable and nourifhing one to the articles of living.
The culture of lint, too, and the pradtice of fpm-
ning which thefe people have been gradually taught
through the care of the Truftees, have contrxbutcd
tuch to give a fuitable diretion to their mdu&ry,
and to fupply with means for the purchafe of a
greater variety of the conveniencies of life. -—The
change has been happy and rapxd Thefe people are
now cleanly, and comfortably clothed. . They ufe
bed-fteads and blankets. They have houfes built of
ftone, and of a commodious fize. Their children
are taught to read Englith. Their wool and yarn
bring them in large fums. And they who were
ance thieves, vagabonds, and half-ftarved for want
of comfortable lodging, food and clothing, are now

"3s induftsious, pious, and chantable perhaps as any
in thc kmgdom.
Iau

SR B
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I am not fure that all thefe obfervations oocurred
or that all  thefe faéts' were communicated to me,
as I travelled between Blair-Atholl and Logierait,
But, one is infenfibly led from one part of a coun-
try, and from one particular clafs of the arcum—
ftances of fociety in it, to exténd one’s enquiries
and reflections to other parts and other circumftan-
ces which are connefted by any ftrengtlf of- relauon
with thofe peoplc. ‘ g

- ‘Tue fine ﬁtuanon of one gentleman’s houfe on
the north-eaftern bank of the Tummel ftruck me
;aartlcularly. Its name ¥-ledrried to be Dyfart, and
that its proprictor was a Mr Butter. This” houfe
ﬁands clofe upon the bank of the river, in a fitua-
tien where the windings of tlie }ills leave a fimall cir-
?tilar i)lairi,»béaut’ifplly level and verdant. Through
this plain the river meanders isi a fine waving line;;
dire&ing its courfe firft clofe to the bottom of the
weftern hill, {o as to leave thé whele breadth of the
plain ugbroken in the eaftern fide; and then; with
an altered direétion, prefling againft the bafe of the
eaftern hill, fo as to leave the remamder of thc plain
unbroken’ 6n the weftern fide.' Mr B's: houfe
ftands on' the eaftern divifion"of this little plain, . It
is. furrounded on all hands with thick wood. : In-
deed, I could not help thinking, that. the 'pines
whxch concealed it from the highway were toq
thick,
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zhick, and feemed to hide this fweet fpot with.adgs
&ree of invidious jealoufy from the gaze of the tra-
veller. ‘ '

THE. whole:of this part of Strath-Tummel was of
the fame charaiter : hills rifing here and there, wi-
thin the lofty ranges of mountains inclofing- it;
huts, and round them, larger or fmaller fields of
~ cultivated land; fpots of meadow here and therg
decorating the banks of the river : Wood profufely
fcattered over the whole fcenes; now and then a
houfe, appearmg.whch befpoke the refidence of fome
fuperior family; the river now . moving with a
fmooth and gentle courfe through the mead and
over a pebbled channel, and then foaming and pou-
ring impetuouily among socks which obftruted its
current, or confined itsbed; cattle feeding in the
vale and on the lower declivities of the hills ; ruftics
of all ages bufily employed in the labours:of the fea-
fon, or tending the cattle; and over all, that foft
colouring 1of melancholy diffufed, which gives it
penﬁve pleafures to endmg Autumn.

. At Logierait, the Tummel ioins the Tay. Im-
medijately above the point.of jundtipn:is a ferry-
boat, by which the traveller' pafles towards Tay-
mouth. * At Logierait, the Tummel runs with
great firength of fiream. The boatmen are obliged

b




PART OF SCOTLAND! 273
to'rbw in’a ftanding dire@ion, up and down the
M¥er,"in paffing between the oppofite banks ; and on
the weftern fide, the bank rifes fo precipitouily over
the ftreain, that it is extremely difficult to land the:
paflengers,- or moor the ‘boat:

LANDING on the weﬁem'bank-of- the Tummel;
Fwas defirous to refrefth myfelf and my horfes. Ihad:
been told that fome tolerable accommodatian might
be obtained for a few minutes, at the boatman’s
houfe. I entered the houfe. It exhibited a {cene
of naftinefs and fimplicity which convinced me that
the primitive manners of my country were not eve-
ry where loft.. It was a low, fmoky hut, the door
of which-could-hardly be entered without creeping.
The thatched roof was not rain-proof; and all the
rafters were dropping an inky fluid. On each fide
of the door, a partition ran through the houfe:
Tt was formed of ftakes driven into the ground, in-
terwoven with twigs, or willow-branches, and the
whole plaftered, on both fides, with clay. This
fimple partition had like the roof, fuffered by the
injuries of time; the'clay was here and there bro-
ken off; and the wooden part of the partition feem-
ed to have decayed through rottenncfs One end
of the houfe was appropriated to the purpofes of a
bed-room, ftore-room, cellar, pantry, and apart-
ment for the accommodation of frangers. It were

: hard
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hard to fay whether damphefs, dirt, or diforder
feemed to predominate moft in it. The other was
the kitchen; and into it I entered: Here was 2
fmoking fire'in the middle of the floor. Iam not
fure whether or not there might be a hole in the
foof for the difcharge of fmoke. If there were, it
was certainly inadequate to the purpofe; for-the
fmoke was diffufed through the kitchen, fo as to
obfcure it with almoft palpable darknefs. Immedi-
ately around the fire was a fmall fphere within which
the darknefs was vifible. Here fat the miftrefs of the
family, with feveral of her children befide her. The
good woman was dirty, black, and overgrown, and
feemed juft Sir John' Falftaf in petticoats. The
children were half haked; and dirty, but with health
and cheerfulnefs in their looks.” Théy converfed
together in Gaelic. I addrefled the motlier. Shé
¢ould fpeak a little, and but a very little broken Engs
glith ; the children neither {poke nor underftood 2
fyllable of Englith. In compliance with my requeft
for refrethment, the good woman foon produced
“her whifky bottle, with bread and cheefe. To meas
fure out the whifky, fhe brought a tin foup which
by frequent ufe, by the impreflion of the fmoke,
and by the religious reverénce with which. it had
been kept facred from any thing like rinfing or wath-
ing, had afflumed a hue fomething between a dirty
brown and a jet black. It was, at the fame time
marked
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marked with many a dimple ; and was deprived of
its lid, to fhew; that it was to be always—either
filling or emptying: With this veffel was produced, -
a glafs which through long and faithful fervice had
loft its only leg and foot; but to guard it againft
futhre accidents, What remained was thickly coated
over with a mixture of foot and duft, wrought with
whifky into a cment. ~ It were tedious to defcribe
at length the cheefe, the cakes, the plate, and the—
but there was no table: The good woman gave all
but the bottle into my hands; and the bottle the
fretained in her lap. But, even this fare was agree-
ble; for it had rained heavily at times, as we rode
between Blair, and the ferry; and the exercife of
riding, with the kéen air of Atholl had fharpenéd
my appetite. I cut down the cheefe, therefore; the
good woman poured out her whifky ; the children
fhared of the bread and cheefe; and the mother par-
took of the whifky fo liberally as to convince me
that her predile@ion for this cordial muft have con
tributed confiderably to the enlargement of her bulk.
Every thing was new and firiking, The fcene wag
fimple as the hut of a favage; there was the fame
fqualid naftinefs, the fame afpe& of vigorous health,
and the fame cheerful, kind hofpitality, as fociety
is faid to prefent in its fimpleft and rudeft forms. I
was, in confequence, more gratified than I fhould
have been in-a more commodious inn, and with bet-
.. Vor. L Ff ter
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ter entertainment.' And before I had time to ba
difzulted, my fervant having alfo obtained refrefh~
ment for the horfes-and- hlmfelf called me to- pro-
Geed on my journcy..

' W'B prOceeded’; paﬂing, at about a fhort mile’s
diftance forward, through a village, in which many
fnug new houfes were rifing. . The name of the vil:
. lage I have forgotten. The church and one or two
other bmldmgs 'had antancient, venerable afpe&. [
fhould fuppofe that the thriving condition of this
village may be owing cither to. the cotton or the
linen manufaéture. I*was now again in Strath-Tay.
Even. here, where the' Tay has not yet been augs
mented by the acceflion of the waters of the Tum-
mcl and the Almond, it is-a noble, majeftic ftream.
The ftrath is here a rich tra& of cultivated ground..
Even by the appcarance, on the fides of the road,
where the ground-was cut, it was eafy to fee, that
the foil was rich and deep. The ficlds were divid-
ed by good ftone fences. The corn which was here’
chiefly in the thock, feemed to be a plentiful crop,
and indeed extremely abundant in proportion to the
" extent of ground which-it had covered. Here and
there were fields of turnips;-the appearance of which
proved to ‘me that the farmers in this diftrict, had
earried their attention to the management of black
eattle farther than to the mere rearing of them.. On
. . an
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il hands appeared crowds bufy in digging or plough-

-ing up their potatoes, if not in cutting down corn.
This was not the feafon in which to fee cultivated
fcenes like thefe, to the beft advantage. And yet, 1
know not if they fhould have appeared more enliven-
-ed, or could have fuggefted a greater variety, or a.
more interefting train of refletion concerning the
modes and the progrefs of human induftry in the
more garifh feafons of Spring or Summer.

{r was now late in the afterncon. The late ve-.
merable looking heufe which I remember to have
notice dwas the houfe of Balleghau, fituated in the.
‘hollow of a hill, on the northern fide of the high-
way, embowered among trees, and having around.
it antique-looking walls and hedges, which with.
the growth of the trees, concurred to convince me,
that it had been a place of fome confequence, at fome
diftance of time backwards.

#eRreE, too, Gaelic is the language chiefly fpoken.
The fillibeg, and the bonnet,if not always the plaid, are
commonly worn. Tartans are highly efteemed; and
the colours are indeed fo well dyed, and intermingled
with fuch tafte, that I can hardly conceive aﬁy fancy
drefs more becoming and handfome. The bonnets
are not manufactured here. The miftrefs of every-fa.
mnily fpins and dyes the yarn of which the tartans

- Ff2 are
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are woven. I fhould think that if this fpecies aof
woollen ftuff, were, any where, prepared in fuffici-
ent quantity, the ufe of it could not well fail to be-
come more fafhionable. And, if the exportation
were encouraged, it might bring in a confiderable
income to this country.

It was dark ere we reached the bridge of Aber- -
feldy.- The bridge has been not long ere&ed Its
arches I did not count. The Tay is here ftill broad
and deep.” Pillars are raifed at equal diftances upon
the fides of this bndge They have been intended,
I doubt not, to ornament it; but their form is fuch
as to give them the air rather of lamp pofts t than of
ornamental pillars. Here is a confiderable and in-
creafing village occupied chxeﬂy by labourers in
the cotton-manufatture. Such yillages one delights
to find {cattered over a country; for a country is
more benefited by the manufactures, when the ma.
nufa&urers are difperfed over it in hamlets and vil-
lages, than when they are aﬂembled together, in
© great towns.

AvrTHOUGH it wasnight, Iwas, however, toproceed
to Kenmore. The darknefs was doubly mortifyingto
m'c: There was danger of wandering aftray upon
an unknown road : and I could not enjoy the prof-

a
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pi(t of the fine ftrath, and of the impending hills,
~as I advanced.

I was now in the midft of the Grampian moun-
tains. The recolle®ion of ancient Caledonia, and
of the conteft between the Romans and its Celtic
inhabitants was, in thefe fcenes unavoidable. I was
at no great diftance from Fortingal, where is ftill tra-
ced the fcene of a battle fought between the Ro-
mans and the ancient Caledonians; or rather per-
haps the remains of a camp where Roman forces
might be for fome time ftationed. The Grampian
mountains formed a natural barrier by which the
ancxent mhabltants of thefe regions were inacceffi-
ply protc&ed againft the progrefs of the Roman in-
vafion. Among thofe mountaigs, feveral are of a
ftupendous height. - Shehallion rifes to the height
of more than three thoufand and five hundred feet
above the level of the fea. In thefe regions the hun.
ter-life feems to have firft given place gradually to
that of the fhepherd and the rude warriour inter-
mixed : and, as the decay of the forefts, and the
graduallextermination of the wild animals which in-
habited them rendered it impoffible to procure the
means of fubfiftence in this manner; they turned
themfclves, by degrees, to the domeftication and
the tendency and feeding the more gentle and trac-
fable of thofe anunals. And oW, fince they have

accuftomed
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accuftomed themfelves to fettled habits of life, they.
have found the refources of the fhepherd infufficient,
by themfelves, to furnith the neceflaries and conveni-
encies of life. Hence, in time, fome fhare of ap-
plication to agriculture.  Agricultural induftry,
while it is the moft fevere, has been found to be,
at the fame time, the moft produ&ive. Hence have
. the little gardens which were at firft inclofed in thefe
parts, been extended, infenfibly, into crofts. The.
" crofts came to be included within larger parks. And
the plough and the fpade ftill extended their con-
queﬁs, till the whole arable firaths were converted
into meadows and corn-fields. Agriculture feems
likely to make yet confiderable progrefs in thefe
parts. Limeftone every where abounds. The re-
putation of agriculture, as an ufeful and honourable
mode of induftry is faft rifing in this country. It
will make a more rapid progrefs, as it is at the fame
time favourable if not to the breeding, at leaft to
the feeding and fattening of black cattle. If the
proprietors of thefe lands fhall be induced to fpread
plantations of fuitable trees, over their more un.
theltered grounds; If they fhall gradually encou-
rage their tenants to inclofe thofe fields which are
fufceptible of tillage ; If they fhall apply themfelves
to open up the country by adding parifh-roads to the
excellent highways which run, at prefent, through
the Highlands ; and efpecially, if they fhall give the
' tenants
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tenants an intereft in the improvement of their
farms, by favouring themwith long leafes, upon rents
rifing at certain periods in the progrefs of the leafe;
Agriculture may yet make, in thefe wild diftricts, 2
progrefs, the extent and perfection of which can
hardly be well conceived, at prefent. I think it .
highly probable, that this happy change will, in due
time, be accomplithed, through thofe means. The
fpirit of the times is turned to urge on the career of
induftry in every dire@tion. Science and latour
have combined to improve every branch of manu-
fafture, and at the fame time, to extraé from the
earth every ufeful production, fhe can be forced to
yield. The progrefs, above related, of civility and
induftry in Rannoch, fince the year 1745, proves
how highly fufceptible are thefe regions and their
inhabitants of improvement.

Awmonc other difadvantages which I fuffered by
riding between Logierait and Kenmore, by night,
was, the lofs of the fight of the feat of the Heads of
the ancient clan of Menzies. Woods rife boldly a-
bove Caftle Menzies; and the gray rocks which
fthew themfelves between, prefent a fine contraft to
the fofter beauties of the vale below. The remains
of an hermitage are to be feen, at fome diftance up
the impending hill. The native rock afforded two
fides. to this building: to which were added two

' others,,
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others, of mafon-work. I-hther, fome centunei
fince, did the Chief of this family retire, in difguft,
from the world; after refigning his fortune to 4
younger brother.

THe road was ftill excellent. It rained, indeed;
at times. Yet, the journey was as little difagree:
able, as a journey, by night, and in the énd of 2
rainy autumn can wéll be fuppofed. We, at length,

entered Lord Breadalbane’s domains. Even uinder.

the darknefs of niglit, I was agreeably ftruck with

the vaft trees, the noble park-walls, the opening

lawns, and the dark figures of fraying cows and

deer, which faintly marked thefe fcenes to the view.

-The way to Kenmore branched off from the great
toad, and paffed direily through his Lordthip’s

parks: The gates were readily opened: The por.

ters and others dircéted us on our way with an at:

-tention and civility which feemed to befpeak .the
chara&er of the mafter whom they ferved. Our

reception at the inn at Keénmore was no lefs kind

and attentive. The accommodations which Lord

Breadalbane’s care has here provided, exceed what

the traveller expects to meet with in a region fo fe-

queftered and furrounded with fuch dreary environs.

The landlord, too, or landlady (I have forgotten

which) is Englith. The fervants are indeed High.

landers, and the waiters wear fillibegs : but are not

‘ lefs
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icfs'chearfully and aftively attentive, than the fu-
percilious and foppifh attendants at the inns and
taverns in great cities.

Kenmore, Tarmovrn, and to Kiziin.

AN ornamented and cultivated fcene is peculiarly
pleafing to the mind, when it bccurs in a country of
which the general afpect is wild and barren. The
grand and the terrible lofe their power to elevate
or overawe the mind, where they hold an exclzg/' ve
empire, without fuffering the beautiful and the gen=
tle to infinuate into competition with them. Where
cultivation and ornament have foftened every fea«
ture of a country ; the fpeGtator becomes indifferent
to their beauties, and longs for the terrible and the
fublime ;. the bleak heath, the frowning rock, the
roaring catara&.

On this principle, is it, as I fhould fuppofe, that
the tour of -the Highlands of Scotland has become
fathionable. Here is much of the wilder fcenery of
hature. But, thefe wild fcenes are interfperfed
with various fpots of ornament and cultivation 3
which fet them off by contraft : and the ornamented
grounds of the great proprietors appear here, by
* the'fame contraft, to extraordinary advantage; like
Vor. L Gg the
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the white teeth of a negro;-fet off by the darknefs
“of his face.

AxoTHER obfervation which naturally occurs to-
the traveller through the Weft Highlands, is, that
feenes of wild grandeur and natural magnificence
are the beft fituations for the feats of men of great
" fortune. There is-a fort of analogy by which all
the different fpecies of greatnefs are allied- to each
. ether. A wide and copious ftream produces a bet-
* ter effec, than a fcanty rivalet, at the bafe of 2
* broad -and lofty mountain. A Palace requires a
- morc extenfive domain than an-ornamented farm-
. houfe. In the fame manner, too, a fatcly palace,
and the expence which 2 vaft fortune affords to be’
laid out in ornamenting the fcenes of nature—accord
better with places, where nature thews herfelf in her
grander afpeéts, and where the utmoft force of art.is
‘requifite, to fubdue her obftinacy;—than with thofe
regions where the affumes a milder and more fami--
" Har form. Villas, ornamerited farms, and gentle-
: men’s houfes of no extraordinary magnificence pro-
duce the beft effe¢t on level downs, in verdant vales,
~and on the fides of flowly-floping, green hills. In
fuch fituations'as Dunkeld, Blair-Atholl, Taymouth,
~or Inverary, they would be like the eyes of .a pyg-
" my in the fockets of a.Coloflus.. .
‘ Sucw
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BucH refle(tions arofe in ‘my mind, as I walk-
ed out, in the morning, after breakfaft, to view
Lord Breadalbane’s ornamented grounds, round his
feat of Taymouth. One of the firft-objects which drew .
my notice, was Loch-Tay, clofe upon the eaftern
extremity of which the village of Kenmore ftands. -
This lake is full fixteen mjles in length. Itsbreadth
varies ; but is commonly eftimated at ene mile. Itis
{aid to be, in many places, 2n hundred fathoms deep. -
. In its length it winds fo as to take a form not unlike .
the letter S. 1t is furrounded by vatt hills, whofe de-
divities bound it fometimes by a gentler, and fome: .
times by a more abrupt flope. its borders are here’
and there fringed with young wood' which rifes, in ..
fome places to a confiderable -extent up the hills.
Cornfields, in many places, diverfify, in an agree-"
able manner, the afpect of thefe fcenes.- In-othee:
places, nothing meets the eye but an extenfive wild,
dad with fhort, ftunted heath. Loch-Tay is among
the largeft lakes of freth water in Britain. - A great>
multitude of ftreams increafe its waters with their"
tribute. Although it has no known communica.-
tion with the fea, its waters have fometimes been-
remarkably agitated with motions not unlike the
¢bbing and flowing of the tide. - Philofophers have-
Been' curioufly eager to record this phenomenon’
- and inveftigate its caufe. But, it has been, too fel-
dom, ar yet, obferved, and the natural hiftory ef
Gga2 ' the
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the lake is too imperfeétly known in all its circums

ftances, to admit, at prefent, of any fatisfactory fo-

lution. How many of the phznomena of the earth,
and occan muft remain, in our view, ahomaloug ,
and unaccountable, fo long as we cappot penetrate

through the bowels of the former, or ex'plorc‘the

depths of the latter 7~—This lake abounds with fith-

es; pike, perch, falmon, char, trout, famlets, min.

nows, lampries, and eels; of the trouts fome havq

been caught, which weighed thirty pounds. Diffe-

‘rent fpecies of ﬁfhes are peculm' to the dnﬂ'erent

ends of the lake. The moft valuable are taken at.
the north-weftern end. The inn-keeper at Killin

informed me, that he was obh«ed by the condmons

of his tack, to fupply Lord Breadalbane’s table, with

fome fithes which abaund there, but are not to be,

met with in the nclghbourhood of Kcnmore R

Crose on the verge of the lake ftands the church
of Kenmore; a neat building, decently fitted up,
- within, Betwcen the church and the outlet where
the Tay iffues from the lake, is, a fmall boat-houfe,
which has fomewhat of 'the air of 3 ruftic chapel.

- Juft as the Tay lcaves the lake, it is covered with a,
handfome bridge which affords a paffage to the nor-'
thern fide of the Loch. At fome fmall diftance a-
bove the bridge, as you advance to the north.weft,
along the northcrn ﬂlore, is an 1ﬂc, wlnch was once
: the

tsiy
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the fite of a priory, and inhabited by monks. The
ruins of the priory remain ; and arg thaded by fome
yenerable trees; among which is a Guine or black
cherry tree, the circumferengial meafurement of
which is, at the height of four feet from the ground,
not lefs than ten feet, three inches. Within this
ifle the Campbells of Breadalbane defended them.
felves againft the gallant Marquis of Montrofe, in
the civil wars of the laft century. A fhot from the
befieged had nearly wounded or flain the royalift
commangder. In his rage, he wafted their territoriey
thh ﬁre and the fword. Their recefs, tao, was
taken and garrifoned. But, in 16 54, it was retaken
by General Monk.

SucH is the profpe& from that end of the village
where it is bounded by the lake : the waters of the
lake for a great extent ; on either fide, rifing }ulls,
dad, on the fore-ground, at leaft, with wood; on
one hand, this ifle, on which the remains of. anti-
quity fill command tp it a degree of folemn vcncra-'
tion; on the other, fome corn-fields, and one or
two, dcg:ént farm-houfes : perhaps a boat or two may
:.\gqi‘dgntally animate the fill fcene of thc lake.

I gD, by the advice of the people of the inn,
{ént to Lord Breadalbane’s game-keeper, who is per.
mitted by his Lordﬂup, to guide ﬁrangers through
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his grounds, and to the different curiofities in the
environs. ~ As I was gazing on the lake, he arrived.
I'followed him through a gate to which he hada

key, and foon found myfelf in Lord Breadalbane’s-

park, on the bank of the Tay. Thefe grounds are
* finely diverfified by natural or artificial inequalities
of the furface ; and by the varied difpofition of noble

avenues and clumps of trees. The mafs of water

which fills the channel of the river, and the narrow

extent of unbroken level ground on the bapk re-

quire its effet to be foftened by intervening trees.

Noble rows of trees, in fome places fo thick and

dark as almoft to hide the ftream—are accordingty

planted all along the edge of the water. Where the

plain fwells into gentle eminences, the fummit of

each is fo marked, as to be rendered a fuitable point

for,,the termination, and the renewal of a walk.

Where the lawn opens, Virginian, and fallow-deer,

with ‘fome few roes are feen fporting or grazing

u'por'{ it. Here is a wider and _morél ornamented

lawn than at either Dunkeld or Blair-Atholl : And;

that,—overhung as it is on two fides by lofty moun-

tains, and fkreened with wood,—-it may not have

too blank and faint an effe&, in proportion to the

other parts in the {cene ; fingle trees are fcattered

- here and there, over it. Many of thefe are among
the fineft I have evér feen: they are, I think, oaks,

clms, and chefnuts, ‘and perhaps of fome other fpe-

) cies,
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sies, befide thefe. The various fwells of the furface,
the arrangement of the trees, and the directions in
which the walks are conduéted, prefent almoft every
beautiful modification of the waving line.—This
was not the feafon to fee théfe foft, and ornamented .
fcenes in the full fluth of coloured beauty. But,
even in the fickly hues of declining autumn, I
thought them charming:

Owz of the moft admired objects is an avenue of
venerable limes ; cxtending four hundred and fifty
yards in length. The tops of thefe unite with a
fpherical angle, like that which marks the roof,
doors, and windows of a Gothic palace. Somebody
has wifely conjettured, that from fuch natural, ‘ve-
getable arches, was the idea of the arch in Gothic
Archite@ture firft taken. If fuch arching walks
were common, I might, indeed, be induced to adopt
the opinion. But, having never feen fuch another,
and never having heard from men more familiar
than myfelf, with the vegetable world, that thefe
phxromena are frequent in it: I am rather inclined
to fufped, that the arch in which the trees of this
avenue join their fummits, may be artificial, in a
‘good meafure, and that the idea of giving them this
bent may have been taken from the forms of Gothic
architeGure. They are of that age in which it was
eftcemed the perfettion of Tafte in Gardening to-
‘ ' prune
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prune vegetablés into the fantaftic figures of A
mals, and of all the oddeft produétions of Art. Had
I met with fuch an avenue in the middle of an ex:
tenfive, natural foreft, I might have fuppofed what
15 peculiar in it to have been the untutored work of
nature accidentally imitating art. But, in this fita-
ation, one cannot, without extreme fimplicity, con:
ceive fueh a fancy of it.

Tue houfe of TA?MOUTEi,.tG which this walk
leads, is a noble, although not quite 2 modern one.
It was firft built by Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow,
who died in the year 1583. Its original nime was
Balloch caftle. It was, in original ftruéture, I bei
lieve, literally a caftle. Subfequent improvements;
with the change of mdnners, and the altetation of
the tafte in archite@ure, have divefted it of its caf:
tellated form, and enlarged it with the addition of
two wings. It fronts the fouth-weft. Ihad not ari
opportunity of viewing all the apartments; for
fome part of the family were at this time in the
.houfe. Thofe into which I was admitted, pleafed
me as fpacious and elegant. But, I cannot think
them equal to the public rooms at Blair-Atholl.

THE paintings ate among the chief ornaments of
the houfe of Tay-mouth. Being unikilled in the
technical beauties of painting, I could not enjoy

the
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‘the landfcapes and hiftory pieces in this colle@ion fo

much as I could have withed. The portraits are
numerous, and preferve the features of not a few of
the more ¢minént charadters in the Britifh hiftory.
Among thefe are portraits of John Lefly, Duke of
Rothes,—of James, firft Marquis, and afterwards
Duke of Hamilton,—of William, Farl Mathall,—of
Thomas, Lord Binning,—of John, Earl of Mar;—of
Sir Robert, and of Sir John Campbell of Glenorchie;
all men of diftinction in the middle of the laft cen-
tury. Here are alfo portraits of two illuftrious bro-
thets who a&ed a diftinguithed part in the unhappy
times of Charles I; Henry, Earl of Holland, and
Robert, Earl of Warwick; the former faid to have
been, at one time, a favourite with Henrietta, Char-
les’s queen ; the latter, an adherent of the Parlia-
ment, of Cromwell, and of the Puritans; who with
the worft principles and the moft profligate condu&,
contrived, however, to acquire, and to maintain
the charadter of a Godly Man. Here is alfo a por-
trait of John, the firft Earl of Breadalbane, whofe
unfuccefsful policy, and refentment, produced the
maffacre at Glencoe, the difgrace of King William’s

reign.

OnE of the laft pieces added to this colledion, .
is a painting by the celebrated Gavin Hamilton, on
the fubje& of Scipio reftoring the fair Spanith cap-

Vor. L. Hh tive
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five to' Her- parents and betrothed hufband. THe'
forms, the attitudes, the colours, the expreffion i
this piece are all admirable. It is the moft exquifite
- of enjoymerits even to a perfon deflitute of tafte’
. I painting, to gaze on fuch a piece. Hamilton’s
_ ideas of female beauty feem not quite the fame with:
thofe of our admired Reynolds. His female faces
are not {fo round-or plump. Reynolds’s beauties have
fomething more fenfual and luxurious in their af-
- peés: Hamilton’s have fomewhat more of feminine’
delicacy and of tender fentiment in the form and
air of their features. I remember meeting two
ehildrén, a boy and a girl, near ngicrait-, whofe:
faces feemed: to have' been: caft in the very fame
mould as Reynolds’s Venus : I fhall hereafter have'
occafion to mention, that at Hamilton, near Glaf-
. gow, are faces, juft fuch as might ferve for pat-

- terns to G. Hamilton ; his female forms feem only

fo many partraits of the lafles of, Hamilton.-

. AN Album 13 kept at the houfe of Taymouth, ir
which travellers admitted to fee it, are required to
infert their names.. Looking owver the lit of the
names of thofe-whofe vifits to Taymouth were here
recorded, I faw here and there a fentence added,
expreflive of the high' delight with which the fub-
feriber had viewed the houfe, and furveyed the fur-
rounding grounds. I obferved, however, no- ver-

s,

~
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Aes, nor any Latin or Greek infcriptions. Ihad feen
«enough to charm me; but not feeling upon me the
dpirit of panegyric, I contented myfelf with barely
fubfcribing my name, as the greater number of the
jprior fubfcribers appeared to have done. I found
Lord Breadalbane’s fervants more obftinately refol:
-wed againft receiving any pecuniary gratification for
their attentions, than thofe about any otlier great
houfe which I have had occafion te vxﬁt in the fame
;anner.

Leavine the houfe, I was led acrofs the lawn,
and up an oppofite hill, divided from it by the high-
way. The declivity of this hill is covered with fine
trees, .chiefly pines. Upon the edge of the highway
.are fome noble chefnut trees, which, if unviolated
by the-axe, may perhaps grow to rival in fize the

" chefnut trees of Mount Etna. A good way up the
hill appears the root of a tree of vaft circumference,
which was, I know not how many years fince, de:
racinated by the fury of the winds: The fpace which
its roots had occupied, appears a cavern :of no in«
confidershle depth and widenefs. Farther up the
hiil, is, what is called. a fort, mounted with fome
fmall carinons which are fired upon occafions of re-
joicing. From this ftation, the beholder -enjoys 2
@lurnung profpect of the lawn below, the lake, “the

th « C e nve-r,

’
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river, the appofite hills, and the loftieft peaks of
the Grampian mountaing rifing in diftant perfpective,

Descenpine the declivity of the hill, by paths,
winding among the wood with which it is covered,
. we again crofled theroad, traverfed the lawt, and paf-
fed by a beautiful Chinefe bridge to the North-Eaft of
the river. Here is a charming walk, immediately
over the bank ; it is fteep, but clad with fine and
thriving trees which prevent it from giving any
thing of a rugged appearance ta the fcene, '

Frowm this walk, we proceeded through the fieldsta
the neck of the loch, where the bridge is thrown oyer
the river; and by it returned ta thé inn. I muft
confefs, that, if any circumftance could have made
me lament the late period in the feafon, at which I
travelled, it was the fight of thefe beautiful fcenes,
and the refleion; how much more beautiful they
muft undoubtedly appear in Spring, Summer, and
early Autumn. The fituation is naturally a happy
one for a nobleman’s feat, and ornamented grounds.
And I cannot conceive how tafte could well do more
‘than has here been done, to improve the advanta-
ges of naturé. Since the diftant mpuhtains are
bleak and bare, the neareft hills are with great judge-

- ment clad with wood. The trees are of the tallett,
fratelicft character, fuiting the vicinity of the feat
' - of

-
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of an ancient, noble, and opulent family. The exs
‘tent of the level ground gives an advantage which
neither the {cenes about Dunkeld, nor thofe round
Blair-Atholl afford. The fingle trees fcattered over
the plain are neceffary to give it firength of effect
proportionate to that of the adjacent fcenery. The
air of the building befpeaks the antiquity of the fami.
1y, and fuits, at the fame time, the charaéter of the
country in which it ftands. The arched, or Berceau
walk, is a noble monument of the tafte of former
times in thefe matters. Every fuitable advantage is
taken of the river; and the whole fcenes are accom.-
modated as they well can be, to the mixed character
pf grandeur and beauty which diftinguifhes the lake,

.1 am inclined to fancy that the village of ‘Ken-
more may hereafter become the feat of fome flou *
rithing manufacture. It may prove a cotton-manu-
facture; I thould rather with, that it were of fomgq’
fort of woollen fituff. [ believe, that our moft en-
lightened medical men are inclined to think that we,
ufe woollens as-an article of drefs lefs than we might
with advantage, do. How many of the difeafes -
with which we are chiefly infefted, are fuch as ori-
ginate in colds? Woollens, in our climate would bea
- better prefervation againft thefe than any other fort
of drefs. I fhould wifh, therefore, that the conduc.’
tors of our woollen manufactyres, and the leaders of

the
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the fathion, would unite their influence to turn the
national tafte in drefs and the bent of its induftry,
" more than they are at prefent, to the making and
the wearing of woollep ftuffs. I fhould imagine
that the fabrics of woollens, might be as much di-
verfified as thofe of linens, of cottons, and of filks;
and the caprices of fathion might thus be fufficiently.
gratified. No manufa&ures are fo natural to a coun-
try as thofe for which it produces the raw materials.
The encouragement of the woollen manufaétire be-
comes a matter of the greater confequence to the
Highlands, fince theep have been adopted as a morg
profitable fpecies of live-ftock than black-cattle.
. Much greater numbers of fheep are already fed
through the Highlands; their numbers are annually
augmented. Now, if -the wool could 'be wraught
"up at home; it might be exported, with much great.
er advantage ta the country, in a manufattured,
than in a raw fate. A manufa@ure of coarfe car-
peting, of frize, of coarfe broad-cloth, of tartans,
of {tockuigé, of flannels, or of worfted ftuffs might,
in this cafe, be eﬁabhihed with gra:tad.vantagc,
Kcnmorc

Brack cattle form ftill perhaps.too confide-
rable-a- part of the live-frock kept by the farmers.in
this neighbourhood. They are fold-off, at certain
ages, to drovers from the Low Country.of Scotland
C and
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and from England; or perhaps driven to the cattle.
markets in Scotland and England by dealers from
the country where-they are bred. The prices vary
with age, fize, fhape, feafon, and various other cir«
cumftances. )

Manacers of fheep from Clydefdale, and other
fouthern countries, have, within thefe laft ten or
twelve years, begun to refort eagerly to the High-
-lands. They have obtained, in many places, long
leafes from the proprietors’ of the lands, in thefe
parts---at rents much higher than were before paid
for the fame farms,---fuch as no Higllandman could
pay, by the old practice of farming,.--yet, fuch as
thefe alien fhepherds have, by their modes of mana-
ging live-ftock, been enabled to pay,and at the fame
time, to enrich themfelves. Stocking their farms
~ with fheep, inftead of black cattle, fmearing, feed-
ing, and changing their flacks of fheep, in a man-
ner pcéuliar to themfelves, and unknown to the old
Highland farmers ; and felling themr off at the beft
markets: They have thus been enabled to make
feemingly unimproveable heaths and hills, afford
much greater proportion of fubfiftence for human
life, than was before obtained from them.

THEesE improvers, however, and the landlords
whefe grounds they have rented, have become on
) . this
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this fcore unpopular in the Highlands. The prés
judices of clanfhip have althoft died away : Yet the
Highlanders think it hard that a2 Highland Gentle-
man fhould let his lands to a'ftranger, in preference
to one of themfelves, even when tempted by the of-
fer of higher rent. When excluded too from this,
the only fpecies of induftry of which he is capable,2
‘Highlandman has no other {liift to follow, but to leave
the country. He cannot prevail with himfelf to imi-
tate in the management of his farm the pratice of
- firangers. Heé cannot live upon it, if he manages it
no better than formerly. Thete is no trade or ma-
nufacture to which the old farmer can turn himfelf.
He leaves the place. And his friends who remain,
complain, that the country is depopulated by the ava.
rice of the landholders, and the intrufion of firans
gers.

- BY infenfible degreés, however, the Highland
farmers learn to imitate the practices of thofe ftran-
gers whom they fee acquire opulence where they
themfelves can barely fubfift. They find the fame
management which enriches ftrangers, fucceed with
themfelves. The proprietors of the lands retain fill
fo much of the old clanith fpirit, that when a High~
lander will pay the fame rent for a farm as a Lowland.
er, the Highlander is always preferred. Nay at the
cxpiration of 2 Lowlander’s leafe, if the landlord can
. poflibly
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poffibly find a Highlander to manage the farm upon
the fame principles, and pay nearly the fame rent ;.
the Lowlander is fure to be difmiffed. So that, the
lower Highlanders have little reafon to complain of
any unreafonable partiality in their landlords for
firanger tenants. Nay, a farmer from the Low
~ Country is apt, not without caufe, to think himfelf
“extremely ill ufed, when, after having taught the
Highlanders the art of enriching themlelves, he is
immediatel'y difmiflfed with contempt.

Onz ground of complaint, however, ftill remains.
It is afferted that many fewer families are maintaina
¢d upon thofe farms in the Highlands which have
been turned into fheep-walks, than they afforded.
fubfiftence to, in their former more cultivated
ftate. This idea has gone out through the whole.
kingdom : and I have met with many otherwife in-
telligcnt and enlightened men who were, in this
view, unfriendly to fuch a mode of improving the
Highlands.

rd

L 4

Y=T none furely, but fuperﬁcml thinkers, cin ﬁt
down in the belief, that any fpecies of management
which renders a country more produ&we, ¢an be,
in the whole, injurious to it. R

Vor.I, - Ii ~ It
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It may have been hattily alledged, but has never
been proved, or even coolly afferted, that the popu.
Iation of the whole ifland is diminithed with the po-
pulation of the Highlands of Scotland. The con-
trary is the true faét. Our population has increafed:
in other parts of the kingdom; in a much larger
proportion than that in which it may be pretended:
to have here declined. The nation ha¢ been, as it
were, contradting its relaxed forces, with an ener-
getic effort, into the centre; from which it will foon:
expand them with -new vigour.- In places peculiar-
ly faveurable to trade, te ‘manufactures and agricul-
ture, and enjoying, at the fame time perhaps fome.
accidental ddvantages, not reaching to thefe regions,
~—population has rapidly increafed within the prefent
century.. The profperity of thofe places, will, by
degrees, raife the price of labour and of provifioss,.
and diminifh their induftry, and impair their heal-
thinefs,—fo as to give fuch parts of the kingdom
which are.now, in fome fort, deferted and neglec-
ted, comparative advantages that will attraét to.them
no fcanty fhare of the population and opulence
which they mutt till then want.—Thus have popu-
latien, wealth, and indufiry been always fpread,
gradually over every country. Berwickfhiré was
the firft feat of improved agriculture in Scotland :
Had not the tillage and crops of Berwickfhire been
eagerly adopted in feveral of the. other more im-

proveable:
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proveable counties in Scotland, it might have by

degrees attraded as great a crowd of the hufband-

men of Scotland, as'it could well contain. The

filk-manufa@ture originally eftablithed in Spittal-
fields, came at length to be tried alfo at Paifley, Ha-

lifax, and other places through Britain. The cot-

ton-manufacture came from England to Scotland ;

and from thofe manufauring towns in Scotland,

in which it was firft tried, is faft finding its way

over the whole.country. Only introduce trade and

induftry into a country : cherith them where they

have firft fixed themfelves, without adding to the

matural difadvantages of other places: They will,

by degrees, diffufe themfelves, more or lefs, over.
the country. Nor will their progrefs leave them

lefs energy in their primary feats. The richeft dif-

tricts of a kingdom will ever attract population, to

the difadvantage of the reft: But the ‘heaped up

{luid foon returns to its level.

MEeANWHILE, it is unreafonable to complain of
the prefent depopulation of the Highlands of Scot-
land. It is much more inconfiderable than has been
faid. Thofe who are induced to leave the High-
Jands, find employment elfewhere, without being
obliged to forfake their country. By thofe modes
of managing the lands, which are complained of as °
dcpopulatmg, maintenance is obtained from them

Iiz for



252 ' JOURNEY THROUGH

for 2 much greater number of mankind, than they
.could before maintain, And, all this maintenance
is either confumed within the kingdom, or at leaft
exchanged for commodities equally neceflary, which
are confumed within it. The natural courfe of hu-
man affairs, and the exertions of individuals, and
of affociated bodies, dire&ted to this particular pur-
. pofe will fhortly be feen to reftore to the Highlands,
that population which they may feem to have loft.

Tue beauties of Lord Braidalbane’s ornamented
geounds, and the curiofities round this place are
‘numerous above what I have mentioned. A her-
mitage is one of the moft admired curiofities in
thefe environs. I was not fo happy as to have time .
to vifit it. Some fine water-falls I faw, in all their
grandeur. But, in this country, and at this time
in the feafon, water-falls are fo numerous, as to lofe,
to the imagination, much of the grandeur of their
appearance, and of the force of their effet.

From Kgnmozrg to Kirp1w,

I W as, at length to leave fcenes with which I had
been enchanted ; although I had feen them to nearly
the fame difadvantage, as if one fhould fee a Beauty
jn her morning-dithabille, while fhe were hardly yet

' | refrethed
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gefrethed by fleep, after the watching and fatigue

of aball. My original hope had been to reach In-

verary, on this night. But, a confiderable part of

‘the forenoon was, by this time, confumed. . It a.".
gain rained. The profpe& was dreary. The road

by which I was to travel, not the moft level imagi-

nable. I now therefore contented myfelf with the

idea of proceeding at leaft to Tyndrom, or Dalmal-

ly, in the courfe of the afternoon.

‘We mounted, and fet out. The road was not’
bad. But, I cannot praife the profpect. Even in
the faireft feafon of the year, I fhould fuppofe, that
it muft feem bleak. The wood bears too fmall a
proportion, as well in quantity, as in growth, to
the expanfe of the lake. The hills rife not over it
.with that awful abruptnefs, which imprefles the
.mind with fentiments of fublimity and wonder.
The country, on either fide, fpreads out into a
bleak heath,—of that level on which the eye natu-
rally expeéts cultivation. . When this level happens
_to want cultivation, or to exhibit none but fcanty,
meagre produéts of hufbandry, it never fails to com.
municate ideas of barrennefs and poverty.—The af-
.pect of the farm-houfes adds to this effe®. They
are, externally at leaft, almoft inconceivably poor
and mean. The woods confift not of fuch ftately
trees as thofe in the parks at Taymouth. Birches
: and
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and dwarfifh pines are the moft numerous.—A deep
foreft might correfpond to the wildnefs :of thefe
{cenes, and inveft it with grandeur. But thefe trees
«<annot,

THE corn appeared every where green, and unfit
for the fickle. The latenefs of the feafon had, how-
ever, obliged the poor peafants to begin cutting it
down; as, after Otober was confiderably advan-
. «ced, they could have fmall hopes of {eeing it riper.
So fcanty a crop cannet fupply, as I thould think,
nearly enough of grain for the fuftenance of the in-

habitants. I knew not well whether they® fupply

themfelves with what additional corn or meal they
may need, from the fouth-eaft, or from the north-

weft. I believe, the corn-merchants and meal-
mongers in Glafgow and Greenock import confide-
rable quantities of corn and meal annually into the
Weft Highlands.

Break and bare as was the country ; -yet in fome
of ‘the landfcapes which opened fucceflively to the
eye in travelling along the fide of Loch-Tay, there

awas fomewhat to' firike, and to amufe a penfive

mind. The bleak heath was commonly bounded
by hills, eithei"nqarer, or more diftant. Thofe hills
were crowned with mift. The fcenery of .Offian
was fuggefted to the mind. Similar was the face of
: the
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the country, marked in his allufions and defcnptlom.
The barrennefs and wildnefs of that country, is ftill
almoft the fame. THe inhabitants are but little bet.
ter provided with the conveniencies of life. Offian,.
too, fpeaks oftener of the bare heath and the ftunt«
ed fingle tree, than of the deep foreft.—With the
remembrance of Offian thus fuggefted, the mind
naturally recalled the kindred ideas of the maids
and the her .es whofe feats, whofe loves, and whofe’
misfortunes he celebrates ; and of that ftrange pecu--
liarity in their circumftances and manners, by which-
fimplicity and refinement, rudenefs and dehcacy
were wonderfully umted in them.-

Trere wis fomething’ animating, as well as-
foothing ia this train of thought. Who' could
think a country dreary, which had produced. fuch
heroes? Who could allow his fpirits to fink under’
prefent inconveniencies, in a land in whith perhaps:
every moor, every ftream, and every hill had been:
diftinguifhed by the refidence, or by the deeds of 2
race of men, in whom favage life feemed to triumph-
over all the refinements of civility ? What native of
Scotland could avoid feeling his heart fwell, when
led to recolle& the ancient glories of his country.

TrerE was fomewhat of pamful pa.infﬁl intermin~

gled with thefereﬂe&!onx. If the ftate of manners re~
prefented:
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prefented in the poems of Offian ever a&ually exifted)
and if the people among whom it exifted were in cir-
cumftances of poverty, and helplefs artlefinefs, ashe
alfo reprefents: Ah! why have the improvements
and refinements of civilized life, produced nothing
more amiable or exalted in fentiment among men?

As I proceeded, I met fome reapers whom the
rain had driven from their work. Bedrenched as
I was with rain, I am fure that my appearance was
not cakculated to excite either refpe . or terror.
. But, in this wild country fo little are the inhabis
. tants accuftomed to the fight of ftrangers, that they
face them with little lefs timidity, than the goats or
roes which inhabit the fame hills. They left the
road as I'approached, and fkulked amomg a clump

of ftunted firs, till I had pafled.

As we continued to advancé nearer to Killin, the
country afflumed fomewhat of a richer and more
cultivated afpe&. The road lay farther down upon
the barder of the laké. In the fields were hillocks
of peafe on the firaw ; and the corn was chiefly in
fhocks. The foil feemed deep; and the grafs was
of a dark-green colour. Some ancient trees added
dignity, here and there, to the fcene. In one place
the foil had been cut to 4 confiderable depeh, by the
frequent action of thofe torrents, which, in Rorms

S ‘ ' of
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of rain are precipitated from the adjacent hills.
Large mafles of rock here and there obftruéted the
channel. A bridge was thrown over it: and athes
of a lively green, giew on the brink, above and be-
low the bridge. On the farther fide ftood a fnug,
commodious feading of a farm-houfe with offices.
At fome fmall diftance, nearer to the edge of the
lake ftand the remains of an ancient caftle feem-
ingly of great antiquity. I erquired and was infor-
.ined concerning the family who had been the an-
tient proptietors of this caftle and the adjoining
lands; but the information efcaped from my me-
mory, before I could find time to note it down.
Such ruins are among the objeéts which a traveller
naturally expe@s to find fomewhere on the borders’
of an exteiifive lake. For, the fea-coaft, the banks
of rivers, the borders of lakes are always the feats
on which mankind firft fettle, in any country. Con-
feyyuently, in fuch places are the oldeft veftiges of ,
human induftry, and human habitation to be look-
éd for. It was in this mind as to thefe matters, that
I found the ruinous caftle I have juft mentioned,
not a little interefting.

"NorTH-EasT from Loch-Tayextends Glen-Lyon,
a long narrow vale, divided by the Lyon; which joins
the Tay, at a fmall diftance below Kenmore. .On
each fide of the vale towers up a ridge of lofty hills.
 Vou. L Kk The
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The vale is cultivated for the extent of twenty-eight
miles in length. Hamlets are fcattered here and
there, through it. In many places, thefe hamlets
are fo confined among the hills, as to be hidden for
three or four months in the year, from the fight of
the fun. Of thefe hamlets no fewer than twenty
eight are fcattered along the length of the vale. The
foil is riot unfit for agriculture. But, the cli-
mate is backward. And the crops are feldom ripe
at the time in the feafon,. when it becomes neceffury
to cut them down.—The hills are green half-way to-
their fummits. The fhepherds refide upon them in.
fbeals in fummer, and fometimes through winter.
The river Lyon affords falmon. In Glen-Lyon is:
a vein of lead ore which was opened, and wrought
for a fhort time,' about fixty, years fince.

Roes are confiderably numerous in Glen-Lyon:

. Eoxes ftill more fo. The Capercalze is one of the
birds in.thefe regions. On its way to join the Tay,
the river Lyon paffed through the diftri& of For-
tingal, already mentioned. In the church-yard of
Fortingal ftand the remains of a famous yew-tree,.
fifty two feet in circumference.—The yew was very
much a favourite in this.ifland, in the days of ar-
chery. Iknow not whether this tree came to be
planted round church-yards, in confequence of its.
. wood .keing found particularly ufeful for bows ; or
, whethes
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‘whether it was not perhaps employed for this ufe,
in confequence of having been previoufly planted
commonly in fuch fituations. But both the oneand -
other are facts in its hiftory. '

- TaroUcHOUT all this tratt of country are many
ccircular forts, from thirty to fifty feet in diameter,
and about five feet high. The ftones of which they
are built, are very large. Of the height of all of
them fome part feems to have fallen. Two are larger
than the reft, and appear to have had outworks.
They extend between Dunkeld and Glenerchy.

Towarps Killin rife the wild fummits of Lawers,
and the rugged hc'ights of Finlarig. The fides of
thefe mountains, facing the lake, are clothed with
wood. At the foot of Finlarig ftand the ruins of
the caftle of the fame name, an ancient feat of the
the Campbells, knights of Glenurchie. In this neigh-
bourhood was-once fought a bloody conteft between
Campbells, and the Macdonalds of Keppoch who had
made a plundering incurfion into the country. The
Campbells were aflembled at a chriftening entertain-
ment, in the great hall of Finlariz. News was
_ brought that the Macdonalds were returning, in tri-
umph, with their booty, over tlie adjacent hiil of
Strone-Clachan. . The Campbells rofe, with one ac-
cord, from the feftive table, afcended the hill. and

C " Kk , affailed
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affailed the plunderers. They were, however, over-
powered, and twenty gentlemen of the name of
Campbell, left dead on the fpot. News of their dif;
after was fent to Balloch or T. aymoutb the feat of
their chief. He fent aid. The ravagers were pur-
fued, overtaken at the braes of ‘Glenbrclllie, defeat-
ed, and deprived of their booty.

THE river Lochy runs gently down upon the non-
thern fide of the hill of Strone-Clachan ; and after-
wards winds round, through the plain, on the frong
of this hill, in a fouth-weftern direction, till it meets
the Tay pouring down with a more rapid courfe
upon the oppofite fide of Strone-Clackan; and both
rivers difcharge their waters, nearly at the point of
union, into Loch-Tay. On the northern cank of
the Lochy, and near the high-way ftand feveral cot-
tages ; and above thefe a dcccnt gentleman’s feat
named Borland. Approachmg Killin, the traveller
croffes, by a bridge, over the Lochy The river
was {wollen by the rains. The lake difplayed herc,
as through 1ts whole length a full and wide ex-
panfe of water. The oppoﬁte bank prcfentcd an
ornamented, culnvated afped. The meandering
of the river divided the plain with a beautiful wa-
ving hne.' It was ftill covered thh green grafs,
por was it altogether bare of corn.” The inn, the
manfe, and fomc other houfes, all w1th1n the fame

lan d-

o ———




PART OF SCOTLAND. 261

Jandfcape, contributed greatly to enliven the {cene,
The north-eaft end of the village, lay, at the fame
time, within fight. Twilight wasjuftfalling. Strone.
Clachan above, the more majeftic hills towering at
a diftance on either fide, and the expanfe of the
lake to the fouth-eaft, immeafurable by the eye,—

all aided its effets. The fcene was one of thofe
‘mixed exhibitions of grandeur with melancholy
beauty, which falling darknefs renders more folemn,
and not lefs pleafing. '

Kirrin ; and to Tarnorom,

THE inn at Killin into which I now entered, is
not uncomfortable. It is large, and is accomoda-
ted with good ftables, and with other fuitable of-
ﬁce-houfes This as well as the inn at Kenmore is
on Lord Breadalbanc seftate. And the anxiety with
whxch the late and the prefent Lord Breada.lbane
appear to have attended to the eftablifhment of good
inns on that part of their eftates which lies upon the
bighways—does them the higheft honour. They
well merit the gratitude of the traveller to whom
commodlous accomodation, and civil entertainment
in a place where he can command, as at home,—
muft, after the fatigue of a ]ourncy—-cfpcaally if it
happens to bc through a dreary country, and"in
A ‘ flormy
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-ftormy weather,—afford more agreeabl¢ enjoyment,
~ -than all the gratifications of luxury, in fcenes of eafe
-and indulgence. A matter of as great confequence

as the providing of comfortablei nns, is, the placing
of inn-keepers in them, from whofe good fenfe and
attention,—a due care of the houfe, fervants, and
guefts, may be expe@ted. Mr Macdougal, the land-
lord of the inn at Killin, is from Cupar in Angus;
his civility and attention, with the conveniencies of
his houfe, rendered this evening fufficiently agreeable
10 me.

It is pleafing to refle& upon the hiftory of hofpi-
tality, as conneded with the progrefs of manners,
and with the local circumftances of countries. An-
ciently, inns were unknown in the Highlands of
Scotland. But, the ftranger who was not robbed
or murdered, found in every houfe, the kindeft re-
ception and the moft honourable entertainment that
the family could give. In the patriarchal times, fi-
milar was the mode of hofpitality which prevailed
in Afia. In ancient Perfia were Stathmi, houfes efta-
blithed by the Government for the reception and
entertainment of travellers, at equal diftances upon
the highways. In various places through Turkey,
buildings, called Namas-giahs have been ereéted to
receive the traveller, and fountains provided to re-
frefh his thirft, and to fupply him with water for

o . the
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the ablutions prefcribed by the ordinances of the
Mahometan religion. Nay, fo far has this fpecies of

bencvolence been carried, that fums of money have -

been afligned for purchafing fnow in fummer, for
the ufe of the perfons who repair to drink at the
fountains. In Afia Minor are inns called Konacs,
where the traveller is fupplied with provifions, and
with a mattrafs and a pillow, to fleep upon, but with
nothing to cover him, during the night. Inthe inns
of Germany, it appears from fome of the entertaining
dialogues of Erafmus, that, between two and three
hundred years fince, travellers were all received in
one hall, without refpect of perfons, where they ufed
to talk and eat and drink together. From Chau-

cer’s Canterbury Tales, and the arrangement of them,

we learn, that, for pilgrims at leaft, the cuftom was

anciently the fame in England. In Joanna, one of the. -

Comorra iflands, frequented by the Englith,in their
voyages to the Eaft, hotels or houfes for entertain-
ment are commonly kept by the principal people in
the ifland. Thefe have fomehow acquired from the
Englifh failors, and among themfelves, the appella-
tion of Dukes: They demand a dollar a day, for
the entertainment of a gueft: they take certificates
from one fet of cuftomers, to recommend them to
the next who may arrive. Hofpitality never ap.
peared more amiable than at the Pelew iflands, the
fimple and' virtuous inhabitants of which, thewed

| - fuch
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fuch wonderful humanity to Captain Wilfon and his
fhipwrecked crew. Our Englifh travellers complain
miferably of the inns on the continent of Europe,—
efpecially of Italy. They have begun to acknow-
ledge, within thefe laft twelve years, that no where
are better inns to be met with than in the High-
lands of Scotland.-~——When I complained to Mr
Macdougal; that his roomis were damp, he excufed
this cireumftance by informing me, that {o latc in the
feafon, he had not occafion to receive many guefts;
ind when I complained that the bells were ill-hung,
- he replied, that there was no bell-hanger in the
neighbourhood to repair them. I had no other com:
plaints to make. '

It happened thit of the afterndon of the ddy ofi
which I arrived here, a party of the farmers on
Lotd Bréadalbane’s Perthihire eftate had dined at
the inn. The occafion of their 1 meeting was, as the
Tandlord informed me, to divide among theinfelves
an hundred theep of the Cheviot breed, which Lord
Breadalbane had, by the advice of Sir John Sinclair,
purchafed, and prefented to his farmers, for the im-
provement of the breed of theep on his Eftates.
The landlord (whom, finding him to be an intelli-
gent man, I was glad to detain with me, during
fome part of the evening, and to lead him into con-
verfation,) proceeded, after mentioning this in-

o ‘ ftance
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ftance of his noble mafter’s kindnefs to his tenants,
to inform me, that his Lordthip was highly and
univerfally beloved by them. On fuch eafy terms,
by his aceount, do they hold their farms, that of a
rental of from feventeén to twenty thoufand pounds
a year, the whole is always chearfully and readily
paid within thrée days, during which his Lordfhip’s
factors hold their courts for the purpofe of receiving
his rents, His Lordfhip has not, like various other
Highland proprietors, fought to raife the value of his
lands, by difplacing the old race of tenants. Yet, he
neglects no means of improving his fortune, by which -
the general citcumftances of the country can be at the '
fame time improved. Upon fome of his eftates, as
on.fome of the great eftates in England, leafes had
never yet beenlet.  Yet neither have the rents been
arbitrarily raifed, nor the tenants capriciouily difpla-
ced. It was expe@ted, that in the courfe of the en-
fuing year, leafes would be granted to the occupants
of thofe lands, and increafed rents at the fame time
required. The whole tenantry will chearfully take
leafes at whatever increafed rent their landlord may
chufe to demand : for their confidence in his good-
nefs perfuades them, that he will not think of im-
pofing any intolerable burdens. ' ‘

THe village of Killin is fmall, but feemingly
thriving. The name is referred in its origin, to
. Vou. L ' L1 Fmgql.
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Fingal. A tradition is preferved, that the fathier of
Offian was buried here. The villagers are chiefly
mechanics who receive employment from the inha-
bitants of the circumjacent country,—day-labourers
ih hufbandry,~~with perhaps an alehoufe-keeper or
two. 1 was pleifed’ with' the account I received of
one inftitution which they have contrived to efta-
. blith among them. Several years fince; fome me:
‘chanics, who had beén to work at their trades i
Edinburgh or Glafgow, returned to fettle at Killin.
They fuggefted to their neighbours the-idea of infti
tuting a fund, fuch as thofe which the artizans have
formed, in moft great towns, for their relief in fick.
riefs, and for the affiftarice’of thetr families in the
event of the'death of the head of any one. The
thought feemed'a good one. A number of the vile
lagers and the inltabitants of the neighbouring coun-
try formed themfelves iiito a Society for the eftablith.
ment of fuch a fand. They agreed to begin with
advancing, each, fome fiall contribution, the par:
ticular fum of whith I have forgotten: - The fund
‘thus conftituted, was to be monthly, quarterly, or
annually augmented’ by fome fnal] payment, fuch
a5 each member might eafily afford. Out of it
again, the fick, the fuperannuated, and the furviving
widows and children of deceafed members were to be
affifted with more or lefs pecuniary relief. The firft
members of the {qciety, and- the managers of the
| ' fand
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fund conduéted its affairs with a degree of prudence
which rendered it popular through the whole coun-
4ry. The gentlemen were pieafed to fee their poar
meighbours and dependents adopt this plan of ceco-
nomy. Farmers and landholders eagerly joined the
aflociation. Lord Breadalbane geneérouily augment-
£d the fund by an handfome .donation. Under his
patronage, and the patronage of other gentlemen .
Ain the neighbourhood, :it has thriven wonderfully.

BuT, that]am'inclined to believe, this fund has
o'been fRill more ufeful to the country, through the -
-ufes to which the ftock has been applied,.in order 4o
render it produ&ive,—than by means:of the fa\zin,g'
- which it has occafioned, and of the relief which it
. has fupplied to the needy.—The inhabitants of this
diftri confume confiderably mere grain than their
tillage produces. Diftant as they are from market-
towns, and from thofe parts of the country.in which
agriculture is the ftaple article of induftry; the
poorer inhabitants have had difficulty in ebtaining
from time to time, fuch fmall quantities of meal as
their circumftances enable them to purchafe. In
the winters of thofe years in which meal has ‘been
{carce and dear, the poor of ‘thefe parts have been
near to fuffering by famine. Thefe faéts fuggefted
to the managers of the above fund, the idea of ap-
propriating part of it to the purpofe of annually pur- *
S Llz chafing



268  JOURNEY THROUGH

chafing a large quantxty of meal, to be depoﬁted in
a granary in the v1llagc, and fold out in fuch fmall
‘quantities as the pooreft might find it convenient
to buy, from time to time. This was foon found
'to be an advantageous mode of employing the fo-
“ciety’s money. Scarcity of meal no longer diftref-
fes the poor, even in the fevereft winter. It is pro-
bable, too, that the eafe thus given to the circum-
ftances of the labourers may contribute to mcreafq
the population and the mduftry of the country

I' snourp rejoice to hear, that thefe wife ideag
had been extended yet farther. If the fund {hall
continue increafing ; might not another part of it
be advantageoufly employed for the eftablithment
“of fome manufacture? This will, I hope, m due
" time, come to pafs

AT Killin 1 tafted the only very good whifky
which I met with in my little excurfion, through
the Weftern Highlands. The landlord informed
me, that it was prepared at a diftillery, which had
been, not many years before, erected in the neigh-
bourhood by thc Laird of Macnab*. This gentle-
man had happened to raife larger crops of barley on
fome part of his lands which he retained. in his own
managem_cnt,—than he could ﬁnd a ready fale for.

It

* The Macnabs are a branch of thc Macgrcgors, dcfccndcd from
Gregor, Abbot of Dunkeld. '
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It occurred to him, that he might, with lefs diffi-
culty, difpofe of a quantity of whifky. He eredted
adittillery on a pretty extenfive fcale ; began the ma-
nufalture of whifky, prepared only from the beft
‘materials, referved it to a proper age, before offer.
ing it for fale; and in confequence, his whifky has
come to be defcrvedly prefcrred through the whole
neighbourhood.

I musT confefs, that if there be any manufac.
ture for which we can furnith the raw materials,
that I thould with not to fee flourith among us,
it is, that of fpmtous l;quors. Would to God,
that all our intoxicating drinks were to be brought
from a farther diftance, than tHe South Sea iflands,
or the Antar&ic pole! I fhould not be ill-pleafed
to hear our labouring clafles fay of good malt K-
quor, with Boniface, « that they can eat, as well
as drink their ale ; and' that they find it food, as
well as hquor 2 but, I cannot,- with pleafure, hear
“them fpeak with the fame fondnes of gin .or
whifky. I fhould fuppofe that they can form ac-
quaintance with no greater enemy, either to health
or morals. The legiflature have certainly not’ done
111 to dd'courage the Scotch diftilleries. It were
well, if they {hould fee the -propriety of doing
fomething more, than has yet been done, to ehcou.
‘Iagc Scotch brewen@s.

Ny
- .
-
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Yer, although unfriendly to-the manufaGure of
fpiritous liquors in Scotland, I was glad to hear of
the above-mentioned diftillery in this neighbour-
hood. Great quantities of Scotch Spirits are at pre-
fent imported into the Weft Highlands from the
wicinity of Stirling. - Now, as the Highlanders have
-nothing, or almoft nothing toe give in exchange for
this article of luxury, except raw mategials, and
things conftituting the primary neceffaries of life;
hey are much impoverifhed by the trade. It were
better if they could be induced to prefer good old
ale. But, if they muft have whifky ; let it, if pof-
fible, be of their own diftillation. There will be fo
much more induftry in the country, if they them.
delves diftill, rather than import the whifky which
they are refolved to drink.—Another confideration
which at the fame time, weighs, with me, when I
am induced to with well to the Highland diftilleries,
is, that agriculture ought, by every means, to be

~encouraged in thefe regions. If the Highlanders:
- ¢an once be induced to raife grain on all their arable
- ground, whatever be the purpofes for which they may
intend it ; a new branch of induftry will be gained
- 20 the country, and another of the firft neceflaries
of life produced in it, Here is abundance of lime-

"~ ftone. Let the country only be opened up by roads -
and canals; and motives prefented which may roufe
‘ liftiefy




.
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MRlefs floth, “The Highlands will foon become cul~
tivated and populous.

THe fithery of the loch affords employment to
fome of the poor people about Killin. Here are
fine charr, and perches. Thefe, with the other
fif{hes which the ‘loch breeds, are taken either in
néts,—by lines fixed at one end, to a ftone or ftake,
while the other is thrown into the water, armed’
with a hook and bait,—or in the way of angling

with a rod and line. Some valuable fpecies of fithes
" abound here, which are not to be met with in the
lake at Kenmore.

Leavine the inn at Killin, and proceeding weft.
ward, the traveller is condu&ed by the highway;
through the village, and by a corn, and if I remem. .
ber rightly, alfo by a lint-mill to the bank of the
"Fay, or rather the Dochart. e crofles an arm of
it, along one bridge : Immediately after, appears 2
path, turning downwards between this, and another
bridge, covering another arm of the fame river, at
a few paces diftance. This path leads between two-
pillars to a dark grove of pines, fituate on 2 mount
rifing befween the two arms of the river, and at the
oppofite end of the iflet which they here incircle.
The pines are fo thick planted, that, although the
grove be but a few paces diftant from the highway,

yet
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yet cannot the eye, from this fation, pierce through
the gloom.” Rough fragments of the rock obftru&
the fiream on either fide. Natural pillars feem
tudely to furround the whole mount. But, I can-
not in defcription communicate the impreflion which
the afpe@ of this little, fingular, detached fcene
made upon my mind. It was, indeed, ftrongly im-
- preflive and picturefque. It feemed a Druidical
grove. Nor was the dark fhade of the pines, lefs
fitted, than if they had been oaks, to awaken ideas -
of religious folemnity and horrour. The lake be:
low, the dividing fiream, the infulated grove, the
mountains rifing tremendous around, and crowned
with fnow,—all together fuggefted the thought,
that this muft have been anciently the feat either of
religion or of defenfive war.—I proceeded along the
‘ bridge which lay over the weftern branch of the
river.. A new village is rifing here. "I advanced to
the firft door, at which fteod a hahdfome woman
with one of thofe open countenances which natural.
ly invite the ftranger to make any neceflary enquis
ries, becaufe they promife an obliging. anfwer. I
pointed to the ifle and afked its name. The good
woman bluthing, anfwered, in broken Englifh, that
fhe could not tell its Englifh name,—and that its
" Gaelic name I would not underftand. I repeated
my with to know its Gaelic name. She then told
me, it was Innes-vuy; and another woman who

ftood
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ftood befide her, added, that it was the burial-place
of the family of MacNab of MacNab. It were'im-

poflible to imagine a fpot more fuitable for the
burying-place of a family of Highland Chieftains.

I was not lefs pleafed with the appearance of the
new village. ' The walls of the little houfes are well
built with ftone ind lime,' the roofs have the joifts
hid with fir and birchen rafters, and covered -with
turf, and that, agdin with an upper covering of
ftraw, heath, ot fern. Some quantities of linen-yarn
are, I think, fpun hére. I know not whether fome
{mall attempts at the manufacture of cotton or linen
cloth may not be meditated, or perhaps already be«
gun. Upon the contiguous part of the fouthern
border of the lake, ftands ah hahdfome houfe, the
name of which I either hegle@ted to afk or have for-
gotten. It is furrounded, and the whole bank clad
with a good deal of wood. The adjacent grounds
have likewife an air of cultivation,

BuT, I was now to proceed weftward, along the
bank of the Dochart. The vale, up which the road to
to Tyndrom leads, is bounded on both fides by hills
which rife not to a vaft height till the eye has purfued
them to a confiderable diftance backwards. The low
ground between is half cultivated. Clofe upon the
banks of the xiver are trads of natural meadow.

Vek. Mm Behind
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Behind thefe, on both fides, are corn and potatocs
fields inclofed, in a carelefs, imperfect manner, withs
in low ftone dykes. Between, are fpots of green paf:
ture, which have been occafionally ploughed. The
farm:houfes and cottages are fcattered, here and
there, amongft thefe fields. Behind are either wide,
bleak traéts of low-lying heath, or flowly-rifing hills.
‘The road is fill good: I am not fure, indeed, that
its direction is in the very beft or fhoreft line.

No interefting objet met my eye, till I arrived
within fight of the houfe of Achlean, the property;
of a Mr Campbell. Its fituation is on the northern
fide of the Dochart. Some wood has been planted
round it. The hills rife above, in a ftriking and
fingular form.

TuEe day was not exceedingly favourable cither
€o travelling, or to labour. Yet, the people were
bufy in all the fields, ploughing or digging up their
potatoes. The fcene was animated, too, by cattle
feeding on the fields, around them. Here and there
‘were two or three afh-trees round the little kitchen-
gardens belonging to the cottages. Near one cot-
tage, the name of which I enquired not, we crof-
fed a fmall ftream which had worn for itfelf a deep
-ehannel between rocks. There was a narrow firip
of low ground on cach bank; "The courfe of the
] - freany
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fiream winded finely as it advanced. Above the
narrow ftrip of level bank on each fide, the furface
rofe precipitately to a confiderable height, Thofe
banks thus broken and winding had been, by the
tafte of the proprietor or tenant, irregularly plant-
ed with afhes, fome.oaks, and fome wild fhrubs.
The effet was, in my eyes charming. The athes
ftill retained their leaves, and were of a vivid green
colour. The other trees and underwood had either
loft or were faft lofing their leaves. The dingle was
thus finely parti-coloured. The falling leaves were
cither brown or yellow ; and of thefe colours they
exhibited a great diverfity of thades. '

AT the diftance of about five or fix miles from

' Killin is Liagarfton or New Inn. By the time I had
advanced thus far on my way, it rained, and blew
violently. I was glad to enter, although the houfe
fhewed no very promifing appearance. The men
were in the fields. The women and the children
could hardly converfe with me, in Englith. The
landlady was a young women of no mean face or
figure. But, in her drefs fhe had much the air of
a flattern. An old woman, of an interefting coun-
tenance, fat by the fire, who could not utter a fylla-
ble of Englith. I was cold and wet. I threw my-
felf down on a ftool, by the kitchen fire. The good
svoman brought me fome whifky with bread and
Mm 2 cheefe. -
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cheefe. Refrefhment was at the fame time provid-
ed for my fervant and horfes. The fire blazed plea-
fantly ; and although a pot boiled upon it ; and the
houfe was at the fame time darkened with fmoke,
and the rafters dropping liquid foot,—I found no-
thing of all this uncomfortable; the effects of the
form were togive me high enjoyment of the ﬁmple&
refrefhment, and the moft mcommodwus thelter.

AcaIN we were to praceed, The correfpondence
was wonderful between the temperature of the wea-
ther, and the afpect of the country. I might well
boaft of having feen the Highland heaths and hills
in all their horrour. Loch Dochart was, at length,
on myright hand. The wholevale, fince I had turred
to the north-weft, from Innifb-vuy, was Glen- Dochart.
No farm-houfes now appeared. The lake fpread out,
upon one hand. Precipitous and craggy rocks rofe
immediately over the road, upon the ather. There
* was fomething of undefcribable ﬁra.ngenefs and no-
velty in the whole fcenery axjound_ The ftorm blew
outrageoufly; fometimes it was rain that lathed my
face; fometimes a furious thower of hail; and fome-
times thick, and bl:oad ﬂakes of fnqw darkened all
the air. Here and thcrc lay vaft fragments detach-
ed from the impending rocks, and only thinly co-
vercd with layers of mixed mofs and fand. Where
the lake and the hills feemed to retire before each

other,
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ether, finall barrows appeared here and there raifed
in the intermediate marfh. Fortunately, as'the vio-
Jence of the ftorm, and as the wildnefs of the fcene
increafed, my fpirits alfo rofe. Every thing com-
bined to remind me of the ancient days of Celtic
» heroifm. And it was not eafy to fuffer one’s mind
to fhrink before a little occafional expofure; when
one refle@ed that, in thefe very fcenes, in feverer
feafons, and with fewer of the comfortahle accom-
modations of life than the prefent inhabitants of
“this diftri@ poffefs, the heroes of Qffian had perfor-
med deeds, and enjoyed a refined, fentimental hap,
pinefs which raifed human nature to as high digni.
ty and felicity % it has ever exhibited,

IN Loch-Dochart is a floating iflet; a curiofity
which is almoft always recommended to the notice
of travellers. This iflet is fifty-one feet long, and
twenty nine in breadth. It may perhaps have been
gradually formed by the natural intertexture of the
roots and ftems of fome water-plants. It moves
before the wind; and may be puthed about with
poles. Cattle going unfufpectingly ta feed upon it,
arc liable to be carried on an unintended voyags
round the lake.

I another, but aftationaryifland, ftand the ruins of
acaftle, anancient dwelling of the knights of Lochow.
3 | ) Iy



278 JOURNEY THROUGH

1t is embowered in wood: And I may, without any
‘abufe of the term, call its-appearance, romantic.

THE Macgregors had once confiderable pofieflions
in thefe diftrits. They were a lawlefs, rapacious
clan, who continued their trade of rapine, after
many of their neighbours had begun to acknow-
ledge the laws of order. They once made them-
felves mafters of the above-mentioned caftle by a
ftratagem worthy of the cunning of favages. It was
inacceflible in fummer. But, in winter when the
lake was frozen over, the Macgregors forming faf-
eines of ftraw and boughs of trees, and bruthwood,
pufhed thefe before them, and thus reached the caf-
tle, without fuffering from the miffile weapons of
thofe who occupied it. They then inftantly fcaled the
walls and took pofleflion of the fortrefs. This bold
and przdatory clan were at length extert.ninatcd,,
and their name profcribed.—~David Malloch, the
friend of Thomfon, was by defcent, a Macgregor;
his father or grandfather had afflumed the name of
Malloch when the common firname of the clan was
prohibited.—It was under Craig-Rofton, near the
. mnorthern extremity of Loch Lomond, that they had
their principal feat*. It was for a maflacre of the.
Colquhouns, in 1602, that they were profcribed,

S and

® GleneDocharty Balgqubidder, and fome part of Strath-Tay were
anciently theirs, and Balloch the feat of their Chieftain. -
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and their name fuppreffed. The moft aggravating
circumftance which attended this maffacre, was the
murder of fome young men of family who had come
from the fchool of Dumbarton, to Glenfrone ; to
fee the conteft between the Macgregors and the
Colquhouns ; the event of which, unfavourable to
the latter, enabled the former to gratify their fero-
cious cruelty in the moft favage manner*.——"

As I proceeded amidft the ftorm, I came to a
place where the glittering ftones of a new-built, dry
fione wall, dividing the highway upon one hand, )
cunoﬁty The ftones having been newly broken with 4
from the adjoining field, attracted my mineralogical
.- the hammér; their internal ftru@ure was frikingly
difcernible ; and their compofition was diftinguith-
able, as far as it can be diftinguithed by the mere
obfervation of afpect. They were all calcareous;
and it was a large intermixture of mica, and occa-
fionally of pyrites, that gave them the glittering af-
pe& which had attrated my notice.

I coLLEcTED a number of fpecimens. . By the
time when'I withed to put thefe into my portman-
teau, and to proceed, I found, that my fervant had,
by fome accident or other, fallen a good way be-
hind me. I was rather at a lofs how to difpofe of

the
"' # For fome particulars in the hiftory of the Macgregors, which ex=
Alibit them in a more favourabe light,—$e¢ Appendix, N° II,
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the fones which I had picked up. But, lookifg
round me, I faw, at a fmall diftance forward off
- my right-hand, a hut from which abundance of
fmoke was iffuing ; and a noife of boifterous chear:
fulnefs, which I could hear, through the ftorm; ac- .
companied the finoke. Fifty years fince, the natu-
ral inference would have been, that the folks with:
in were a party of thieves or planderers making
merry over the divifion of their booty. But the
days of ravage are paft; and I had no fears upon
this fcore. I therefore fixed my horfe, by the bridle,
'~ to a great ftone, and advanced on foot to feck fhel:
ter in the hut; till my fervant thould come up: As
Tentered, I perceived it to be a barn, occupied for the
time, by a family of ftrolling tinkers, with fome fers
vants from fome neighbouring farm-heufes, gathered
about them. One went to bring my horfe, and the
ftones which I had piled togethet. Another took, u-
pon him, the charge of watching for my fervant’s ap-
proach, that he might not pafs uhobferved. I, inthe
mean time, dried my wet clothes by the fire, and ob-
ferved the fimple procefs by which the fpoon-maker
foftened his horns, and moulded and pared them into
fpoons. Nor was I lefs interefted by the wretched,
half.-naked condition of the poor man’s wife and
children. The whole was fuch a fcene of meannefs
and wretchednefs, yet of chearfulnefs, in the midft
.of thefe, as could not but ftrongly imprefs the ima-

: . gination
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gination and feclings of the accidental beholder. -Is
it a pernicious fyftem of ccconomy to the country,
which invites thefe poor peafants-to fcenes where
their induftry may be employed in manufatures,—
and in thefe fo lucratively as to fupply them with
almoft every convenience, or even luxury of civi-
lized life? While the wild regions through which
- they now wander are at the fame time rendered
much more produétive to the community, by that.
mode of management which requires fewer hinds .
than were maintained here, when there was lefs de-
mand for their induftry elfewhere ?

I'T was foon convenient for me to procced. I be-
Rowed on the poor tinker what little I could fpare :
it was truly little: thanked him for his civilities,-
and left him. The highway lay under feweral lofty
mountains, fometimes conneéted into a range, and .
fometimes infulated. Among the moft remarkable
was Ben-more ; at the bafe of which ftands a fmall,
neat houfe, that in the rich counties of Scotland
would feem only the houfe of a farmer of the fecond
clafs, but which in the country where it ftands, I.
fhould rather fuppofe to be the houfe of fome land-
holder, or at leaft of a farmer of the firft dafs. '

AT Crianlarach is a fort of inn, where we were re-
galed with fome whifky, cheefe, and oat-cake, with«
You. L. Nn o cut
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aut alighting from our horfes. The Landlord is-ont
of the handfome{t middle-fized men I have feen: Yet:
Fthought his daughter ftill handfomer. We alight-
ed not from our harfes, but were ferved. by the
good people. at the-doer, with. what refrefhment F
alked..

WE, foon after, entered: Strathi-Fillan :- the vale
divided by the river of Fillan. In this river is 2
poel confecri.ted by the ancient fuperftition of the
ishabitantscf this country. Thepool is formed by:
the eddying «: tiic fiream round a rock. [Its water
was many hundrzd vears fince, confecrated by Fillan,
ome of the f2ints who cor v.rted the-ancient inhabi-
tants of Calcdonia {rcia paganifim te the belief of
Chriftianity. !t {liculd-{2em that he had perhaps
refided in this viciuit; fcr fome time. I believe,.
that his life may be {cen in the vite Sanctorum Scotia,
which were, not lonJ fince, colle@ted and publifhed’
in one otavo vilume, by Mr Pinkerton. Whetherr

-he- confecrated this pool, m-eompliance with. fome
fuperftitious notions-of it: virtues which he found
already prevzlent an:ong the. neighbouring inhabi.-
tants,—I know not. But, it has ever fince been

_ diftinguithed'by his nrame, 2nd cfteemed of fovereigm

virtue in curing madnefs. About two hundred

. perfons, afflitted in this way, are annually brought
to try the benefits of its filutary influence. Thefe;

- ' patients
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gatients are condued by their friends; who firft
Jperform the ceremony of pafling with them, thrice
rcund a neighbouring cairn; on this cairn, they
then depofit a fimple offering of clothes, or perhaps
-of a fmall bunch ef heath. Mpore precious offerings
-ufed once to be brought. But, thefe being never
dong left:in the unmolefted poileflion of the faints
it has become cuftomary to make him prefents
which .may afford no temptation ito theft. After
.thefe, fuch’as they are, have been depofited, the .pa-
tient -is then thrice immerged in the facred pool.
.After the immerfion, he is bound hand and foot,
.and left for the night in a chapel which ftands.near.
Jf -the maniac is fourd loofe in the morning, good
hopes aze canceived of his full recovery. If he is
"l bouund, his cure remains doubtful. It fome-
times happens that death ‘celieves him during his
«onfinement feom the troubles-of life.

SimrLE and ignorant as thefe people may be be-
Jieved to be; they could not have fo long perfifted
in this fuperftitious practice, if there were not at
leaft a few inftances in which it had proved effectual
o the cure of the malady for which.it is employed.
.The moft intelligen: and liberal-ininded of the inha-
bitants of this neighbougl.ood actually affert, that,
by whatever means, cures are oftener. than-might
.be imagined, effe¢t d & the virtues of the Holy

: Jn 2 ' ~ Pool.
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Pool. Medicine is indeed well-known to owe more
‘of its beneficial efficacy to the ald of imagination,
than to the intrinfic virtue of any of its remedies.
In the power of imagination efpecially, is the ‘inti-
-macy of the connexion between the mind and the
body confpicuous. How-often has difeafe been cu.
. red,—and how often caught in this way ? Madnefs
particularly feems to depend in a great meafure u-
pon a peculiar ftate of. the imagination.- Surprife
and fudden expofure to danger have often relieved
the diftrefles and reftored the alienated mind of thg
maniac. Shipwreck and voyages on a ftormy fea
feldom fail of effe@. I thould therefose fuppofe,
that old Fillan chofe one of the happieft modes that
could be devifed, by which to difpenfe his miracu-
"lous beneficence. The furprife with which the im-
merfion is attended, and the terror.of the fubfe-
quent bonds, and folitary expofure in the lonelinefs
* of the chapel, feem to operate, in a natural way,
“thofe cures which are pioudly afcribed to the bene-
di&tion of St Fillan, and the fupernatural interfe.
‘rence of divine providence. ‘

" FiLLAN was anciently one of the favourite Sainfs
of Scotland. Robert Bruce carried with him, an
arm of St Fillan into thedeld of battle, on the im-
portant day of Bannockburn. His chaplain had
Btought only the empty fhrine in which the relic
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had been incafed, But the arm was found miracu-
loufly reftored to its fhrine, juft as the battle was a~
bout to begin, The omen was taken for favoura-
ble by the whole army. The battle was joined.
The Englith were defeated with great flaughter,
Robert Bruce, in gratitude for the faint’s affittance,
eftablifhed here, in the year 1324, a priory of ca-
nons regular, and confecrated it to him. The houfe
with its revenues and fuperiorities, was at the diffo-
lution of the Religious Houfes in Scotland granted
to the anceftor of the Earl of Breadalbane, the pre-
fent pofleflor. o

Farnprom ; and to. Darmarry.

THE day became fairer, by the time we reached
Tayndrom. This is efteemed the moft elevated part
‘of all this tra® of country. Hence do fireams run
in different dire&ions. The waters do not in this
immediate neighbourhood ftagnate in large lakes.
The very name is expreflive of the loftinefs of the
fituation. At fome finall diftance below lies the
plain of Dalry, which has been .conjeCtured to de-
rive its name from the anciént Dalriads, the figlt
Beottifh inhabitants of thefe places.

-~



286 JOURNEY THROUGH

As we entered the yard at the inn of Tayndrom,
awe heard the plaintive and fimple notes of a Gacelic
+ air fung to Gaelic words. I foon perceived the mu-
{icians, two fervant-maids who were wathing clothes
in a {fmall wathing houfe in the yard. I was attrac-
«d by the mufic : For I have long fince learned to
‘admire the fimple, native mufic of my country with
. all the fond enthufiafm of ignorance: And as I have

" ot the happinefs to underftand Gaelic, it wasnatural
for me to be pleafed with the words of a Gaelicfong,
juft as our fafhionable Dilettanti hawe been charmed

with the words of Italian operas which they ander-
ftood no more than I the Gaelic, It is a fact in the
hiftory of the manners of the Highlanders, that they
are accuftomed to fing at the performance of almoft
every piece of focial labour : Rowers in a boat fing
as they ply the oars ; reapers fing as they cut down
handful after handful of the corns and here were
- -wathers finging as they rubbed :and rinfed their
clothes. This accompaniment of mufic certainly
renders the labour more cheerful; but, I thould
fuppofe, that it cannot well fail to.retard it,-at the
fame time.—No better proof. needs. be atked of the
dow ftate of the indufiry of any people, than that
“their labour is often mterrupted by ﬁngmg .and by
convcrfatxon
: Wnu.z
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WaLE I was liftening to'the mufic of thofe girls,
by the fire over which their boiler hung, we were fud~
denly alarmed by the noife of a quarrel, proceeding. .
from the kitchen. We ran haftily out to fee the:
caufe. Two taylers, a mafter and his journeyman,
had come, on the foregoing evening to fettle fome
differences in their accounts, over a little. whifky-
punch.  They had continued to drink: And every.
additional foup of whifky had unfertunately ftill
increafed the differences between them, and infla-
med their mutual animofity, while it, at the fame
time, enlivened their courage. At length, when
they could in no other manner, decide the dif-
pute, they had haftily challenged each other to fin-
gle combat. - They prefented two of the moft hi-
deous, fmall human figures, that I have ever feen.
Fhey were two fhort, {quat fellows ; their hair ftoods.
on end; their beards were rough and black; their
eyes glared red and fierce; their carriage was be-
tween thatof the taylor and that of the ploughman ;
and in addition te thefe, they had about them what-
ever elfe rage and intoxication can be fuppofed to-
add, of hideoufnefs and uncouthnefs, to forms al-
ready as uncouth as nature and habit can well make
them. They ftruggled and ftruck each other. But,
he who was journeyman, although he had lefs fierce-~
nefs in his eye, and a frame feemingly lefs fit for
!(arfare, than his maﬂer, was. about to obtain the

advantage,
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advantige, when the interference ‘of thofe whom
their noife bad alarmed put a ftop to the combat.
None of the men-fervants of the inn were at home
and the landlord was alfo abfent. I was therefore
induced to try, whether I could not affit the wo-
men in pacifying thofe fierce taylors. By perfuafion.
I made them friends ; the mafter paid the journey-
moan what arrears he owed him ; and they returned
to drink whifky over their reconciliation, as they
had drunk it over their rifing quarrel.

IT was now laté in the afternoon¢ But, the dif
tribution which I had made of the time appropria-
ted to my prefent excurfion, required me to pros
cecd another ftage, before refting for the night.
After eating a comfortable dinner at Tayndrom,
therefore, and refrething my horfes, I renewed my
journey. It led from the inn and village of Tayn.
drom, weftward, towards Dalmally. We pafled
firft nearly under two lofty hills, Ben-i-chewvan and
" Benlavighe. Under Ben-i-chewan was a/fmafll lake.
Its top was crowned with fnow. On the other
hand, at fome diftance, we had, as we advanced, in
the twilight, a faint glimpfe of the great hill of
Crouachan. The highway leads, for fome length,
through a glen confined between hills, which affords.
kindly pafture, here and there, for cattle, but little
arable ground. By the way fide appear many of

thofe
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thofe green hillocks, ftyled by the people of the
country, Shisn, as being the fcenes of fairy {ports.
Somewhere in .this vicinity are veins of lead ore,
which have been opened and wrought. Near the
- furface, thofé veins are tolerably rich; but they be.
come poorer, in proportion as they fink deeper.

Tue glen, at firlt narrow, opens, as we advance
into a wide vale, wonderfully fertile, confidering
the difadvantages of climate, under which it lies, the.
imperfection of the agriculture of thefe parts, and
the wildnefs of the furrounding heaths and hills.
This is the vale of Glenurchy.: It is watered by the
little river of Urgubie. It lies within Argylefhire.
From it the eldeft fon of the Earl of Breadalbane
receives the name of Lord Glenurquhie: as it is from
the adjoining diftrict of Perth-fhire, that the head
of the family has the title of Earl of Breadalbane.
(_Ilumps.of woods are fcattered hereand there through
the vale. The highway is ftill excellent. And,
were it not for the apparent deficiency of parifh
roads, a traveller might believe this a country in 2
very thriéing ftate of improvement. But, I have
often thought, that if a traveller were even led blind-
fold through a country, he might judge of its cul-
tivation and induftry, by the ftate of the bye.roads.
Highways will be drawn through a country for pur-
pofes unconneéted with its general improvement:
« Yor. L. Oo although
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although indeed ultimately tending to-promote tliat:
But parifh roads leading to every hamlet, miln, oo
{mith’s thop, or market-town, willn ever be formed
unlefs the whole country is one bufy fcene of varied
induftry. The highways in the Highlands are indeed
excellent. They were receflary to reduce the once
turbulent inhabitants of thefe parts to peaceful fub-
ordination. They have been opened up-with vaft
labour. Theyp will long remain a noble monnment of
the attention of Government to this remote and un-
promifing corner of the ifland.. But, they wete the
work of ftrangers. The people of the country, with
all their good qualitics, could never have been per-
fuaded, to perform, of thémﬁ:lves, - this' arduous
. tafk. They are content with-the moft inconvenient
and imperfet bye:roads that can poffibly be paffed.
The population of the country muft be greatly in-
creafed, and a new fpirit of indufiry muft pervade
it, before conveniencies fuch as thefe, neceffary only
for the accommodation of population and induftry,
are likely to:be provided.

Wz however: paffed by feveral very decent farm:
loufes; and' thefe are, through this whole vale,
{eldom, altogether bare of trees. What firuck meas
particularly remarkable—was to find that the har-
weft bad been earlier in Glenurquhie, than in almoft
any other part of the Highlands which Lhad.vifited

-
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“The corn/had not been cut down, till after it was fully .
ripe. Yet, were the fields bare; and the barn-yards
every where filled. Upon enquiry, I found, that °
the inhabitants afcribed the earlinefs of their harveft,
to the lownefs of their local fituation, and to the
Ahelter which the furrounding hills afforded.

«IT was late in the evening before we reached Dal-
mally, anether inn, within Lord Breadalbane’s e-
flate; and provided by his care as well for the re-
.ception and accommodation of travellers, as for the
purpofe of convening his tenants, on occafions when
it may be neceffary for them to meet with their
Landlord or his factars. So happy were we to find
-ourfelves again under fhelter, that we thould have

- been well-pleafed with much more inconvenient ac-
commodation, and with much lefs civility of atten-
tion, than what this houfe afforded.

Darmarrr, and to INVERART.

"T'HE Iofty hills in this neighbourhood, afford
w~ariety of curieus foffils. I can boaft no fuperior
£kill in mineralogy; but my fondnefs for its purfuits
induced me to fpend a great part of the morning in
ftraying through the fields adjoining to the inn, and
€xamining, in the beft manner I could, the fofiils

Oo2 which
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which they afforded. What I chiefly obferved, was
great abundance, every where, of limeftone. The
landlord obligingly prefented me with fome beauti-
ful fpecimens of rock- cryftal

AT no great diftance from theinn, ftand the church
and manfe of the parith of Glenurquhie. The mi.
nifter, Dr Macintyre, a very refpe&table clergyman,
has, as I have been told, been for fame time, in the
ufe of keeping a fort of fmall Academy in this re.
mote fituation. Perhaps the fituation maybe thought
too fequeftered; it may be confidered as the fending
the boys into a fort of exile,—to place them in fcenes
fo folitary.  Yet, it were furely much better, if our
places for public education were all thus diftant from-
the allurements of the world,—than to have them

in the midft of great towns, where the yauth are

expofed to all the temptations of diffipation and lux-
ury. Here is opportunity and convenience enough
for all thofe fports and exercifes which are requifite to
give young people, fpirits, health, and‘vigoixr: Yet, -
here is not that multitude of amufements which in
gayer, bufier {cenes, entirely withdraws the young
mind from all attention to letters, and deprives it
of all power of ferious thought. I know not that
Dr Macintyre has ever undertaken the care of more
than a very few boys, the children of his particular
fricnds.

- ANQNG
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Amoxc other fpots to which the landlord of the
inn at Dalmally condu@ed me in the morning, was
a height, called Barhafiland, the refidence of Mr
M¢Nab, the reprefentative of a family of black{miths,
who have occupied this ftation fince the middle of
the fourteenth century. The progenitor was, at that
time, invited hither by Sir Colin Campbell of Loch-
ow,—to fabricate the iron-work neceflary in the con.
firu&ion of the neighbouring caftle of Kilchurn, and
to work as fmith to the family, and to the tenants
" upon the eftate. A line of his pofterity have, ever
fince, continued to pra&ife his craft on the fpot where
he was fettled, The prefent reprefentative of this an«
cient family of blackfmiths isa verydecent, intelligent
‘man. He received us kindly, carried us round his lit-

tle demefne; talked with a degree of modeft pride of
the antiquity of his family, and of the ancient refpec-
tability of the blackfmiths in this country: and at laft
carried us into his houfe, where his wife, with true
Gaelic hofpitality, entertained us with the moft de-
licidus milk I have ever drunk..- His fervants were
bufily employed in taking up the potatoes from the
ground : the crop feemed to be very plentiful.

- He carefully pointed out to my obfervation, the
rémains of fome rude fortification which had once’
ftood on this height. Much of it has been demolith-
¢d, and the materials removed. 'The earth has rifen

. Qver
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- «over fome other parts. But the line of the walls
may fiill be traced; and the loweft layers of its ftones:
have not been altogether carried away. Thofe
4tones are vaft maffes, worn {fmooth by the action of
the air, and rain, and partly covered over with
mofs. They feem to have been joined byno ce-
ment. The fortrefs has been round, and of confi-
fiderable extent. This was indeed a natural enough
fituation for a fortrefs,—in the pafs between Glen-
wrquhie and Lochew. 1In the days of civil diforder,
when every petty chieftain was a fovereign: and when
the multitude of feparate interefts, and the ferocious
manners of the times,—kept up a perpetual warfare
in the land,—it was abfolutely neceffary to bar up
fuch pafles as this againft hoftile invafion.~-This old
fortrefs feems to be of earlier foundation, than the
{ettlement of the family of Macnabs here. Mr
Macnab and his neighbours withed to perfuade me,
that it was Pi&i/b. But, as it is not probable, that
the Pics ever occupied Argylefbire, I was not mclm-
<d to adopt their idea,

B SAW herc, alfo, another monument of ancient
manners ; a coat of mail, with two head pieces of
different fathions, which have been long prefer-
ved by this family, as fpecimens of the \éorkman-
thip of their anceftors. Where every Highlander
was a foldier, and wore arms, a black{mith was ne-

- eeffarily
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seffarily 2 man of high confequence. In' the fimple
Rate of all the mechanic arts among this people; that
of the blackfmith who could forge armour, was, by
far, the moft-complex, and the moft highly impro-
ved. The demand for his produtions was univer-
fal.” They were employed, too, for the moft ho-
nourable of all purpofes. When all the moft he-
nonrable perfons in the. fociety were foldiers, he
who furnithed the foldier with his weapons for war,
could not be a mean or defpifed man. I think it
is Regner Lodbreg, in his death fong, who celebrates
a victory which he had obtained over a proud black-
fmith, as one of thofe glorfous deeds on which he
refletted in his laft moments, with the higheft plea-
* fure. - And, he muft have been no defpicable cha-

raéer over whom fuch a hero was not athamed to.
triumph. The progrefs of civility has been unfa-
vourable to the dignity of the black{mith. From for-
ging armour, his hands have been degraded to the
fhoeing of horfes, the making of plough-irons, and
‘other meaner works. In this country, there is no
great demand for the employment of his art, even
in thefe ways. -Mr Macnab, ‘therefore, although
" defcended from a family of finiths, has not bred
-any of his fons to his own trade ; fo that this an-
‘cient line of blackfiniths is not hkely to be much
bnget maintained. - ,
Iar
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I AT length renewed my journey, and procesded
through Hamiltor’s pafs, towards Inverary. In a
morafs near this pafs, is a deep, circular hollow;
.one of thofe pits, probably, out of which the an-
cient Highlanders are faid to have obtained an unc-
tuous fubftance, which they ufed in dyeing black.
At the weftern end of this pafs, Lach-Awe, with its
iflands, and varied banks, opens upon the eye.

" Besipe the road to Inverary, another highway

pafies at the caftern end of Loch-Awe. This high:
way condu@s the traveller by Bunawe to Oban, on
the weftern coaft. It winds along the woody fide
of a mountain, round Loch- Awe. The bank rifes pre-
cipitoully over the lake; and the road runs along the
verge of the bank. Thete is no parapet on the edge
to preferte the unwary traveller who might chance
to ftumble, from plunging headlong into the water.
Around Bunawe are extenfive woods; a confider.
able part of thefe have indeed been already cut down,
and chiefly made inté charcoal; the remainder is
faft converting to the fame ufe. The road between
Bunawe and Oban leads through a tra& of country,
.the furface of which is diverfified by hills which ap-
pear to have been formerly covered with oaks and
‘birches. Here and there, over thofe hills are the
frumps of trees which have been of 4 great fize. - .
NEAR -
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Near Oban ftands Dunftaffnage caftle; and at
fome fmall diftance from Dunftaffnage, Dunolly, faid
to have been 4 feat of the ancient fovereigns of the
Scots. It was probably while the Scots were eon~
fined to the Hebude and the Weftern Highlands,
that their monarchs refided at Dunolly. The Eaft
and North Highlands were then occupied chiefly by
the Pi&ks; and even thé more fouthern country as
far as the Firth of Forth. The vale of Clyde was
the feat of a fmall principality of Britons. And the
Angles of Northumbria extended their {way over
the fouthern counties of Scotland, lying adjacent to
England. As the Scots fpread their conquetts, the
feat of government was transferred ftill farther and
farther fouth: Scone, Stirling, Dunfermline, Lin.
lithgow, Falkland, and Edinburgh bécame then the
feats of fo many houfes of royal refidence. It is
in the’ neighbourhood of Oban, that - Lock-Etive,
an arm of the fea, penetrates for a confiderable way
into the inland country. From Obap,the traveller
who chufes to vifit the Hebudz, may pafs over in~
to the ifle of Mull: and from Mull, he may conti«
nue his pilgrimage from ifle to ifle, till he fhall have
vifited the whole. ‘

BuT circumftances petmitted me not to travel by
the route which I have thus flightly traced, between

Dalmally and Oban.. I pafled through Lochow, di.
"~ Ver. L Pp rectly

-
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rectly for Inverary. ' In thelake which gives its mame:
to this diftri&;, are feveral iflands. * On one of thefé,
a lowifle, near the fouthern border of the lake, ap-
pear the ruinous rémains of Kilchura caftle, built,
as a feat for the lords of Lochow, at thie period whea
the firft blackfmith of the family of the Macnabs,
was fettled at Barbafiland. This was in the middle
of the fifteenth century. It is uncertain whether
the founder was Sir Colin Campbell of Lochow,
er rather his lady, while he himfelf was abfent on
an expedition into the-Holy Land. It was enlar-
ged by hisfucceflors.. Pbelieve; that it has not been
very long entirely deferted. It fiill exhibits the re-
mains of apartments which have:been. handfome.

THe famlly of the CampBELLS, Wwho eccupy al-
moft all Argyleﬂure, and are very extenfively dif-
fufed through the reft of Britain, and even through
Ireland,—are a race who have been opulent and ho-
nourable in this country from the remoteft times ta
which the Scottifh hiftory afcends: It thould feem,
that their anceftors muft have-been perfons of note
among the firft Scottifh’ colony that came hither
from Ireland. The old family firname appears from
a grant of David II.-to Colin Campbell of Lochow,
to have been O’ Dwine or Macdwine. A defcendent
of the family having diftinguithed himfelf in the fer:
wvice. of the King of France,. and.having obtained in
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anarriage the heirefs of Beauchamp, or, in the rude
Latin of thofe times. of Bellus Campus, in Normandy,
affumed from this laft circumftance, the appellation
which has been abbraviated.into Campbell.. His fon
returning to vifit the land of his fathers, married
his kinfwoman Ewab, heirefs .of Lochawe, from
awvhom the lake and the diftriét received their name.
He retained the appellation which had been affumed
by his father, and communicated it to his pofterity.
In the line of his fucceflors, a:Sir Colin Campbell fo
diftinguithed himfelf by fierce deeds of arms, as to
‘obtain from his neighbours and «dependents, the fir-
wame of More : From him, the Irith Rill .give to-the
head of the family of Campbeli, the denomination of
Mac-Collan-More. Sir Neil Campbell, fon to Sir Colin,
rwvas aQive in maintaining the indepandency of Scot-
dand, and in.aflerting the rights of the Bruces to the
Scottith throne. 8ir Duncan Campbell, afubfequent
reprefentative-of this faniily, -contributed greatly to
the releafe of JamesI. from his confinement in Eng-
4and, and to his eftablifhment on the-Scotti(h throne.
He firft afflumed the title of Argyle. His third fon,
$Sir Colin.Campbell of .Glemurchy, was the founder
of the family of Breadalbane, .and the fame who is
daid to have built Kilchurn caftle. His grandfon,
-Colin, was raifed, by king James I to the dignity
-of Earl of Argyle. He added, by marriage, the
seftate of Lorn, to the eﬁate of his own family,

P P 2 | which
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which he inherited. Earl Archibald, one of his fuc,
ceffors, was the firft head of the family, that embra-
ced the Prateftant religion. This Earl’s fen and
fucceflor, Archibald, died in the office of Lord
High Chancellor of Scotland. Archibald, a fubfe-
quent Earl of Argyle, diftinguifhed himfelf by the
fuppreflion firft of the Macgregors, and afterwards,
of a mare formidable infurreétion of the Macdonalds ;
and was rewarded for thefe fervices, with a grant
of the whale county of Kintyre, In the latter part
of his life, embracing the Popith religion, he went
over into Spain.  After refiding in that country for
a number of years, he obtaiped permiffion to return
home, and died at Londpn, in 1638,

ARCHIBALD, j:'.axl and Marquis of Argyle, fon
" and fucceflor to the laft-mentioned Earl, aded 3
bufy and confpicuous part.in the turbulent tranfac-
" tions which took place in Scotland, in the.middle of
the laft century. He ftood at the head of the Pref-
byterian intereft; yet acted for a while with. the
minifters of Charles I. who laboured to fupplant
Prefbytery in Scotland with Epifcopacy. But he
would ndt renounce his attachment to the religion
of his country ; and, they, knowing their views to be
hoftile toit, could not cordially truft him. Religion,
" ambition, and a fearful care for his fafety appear to
haye at times combined, andat timesto have counter-

' : acted
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#ed cach other in his breaft, fo as to warp his prin-
ciples of action, and to give a crooked dire&ion to his
conduct. He would not co-operate in the meafures
fuggefbed by Laud, for the eftablithment of Epifcopa,
¢yin Scotland ; yet ftrove to vindicate his conduét as
rot hoftile to the views of the Court. Hea&ted with
his countrymen, when they rofe in arms againft
Charles ; yet correfponded with the Marquis of Ha.
milton, in the view of bringing about a pacification,
Hepretended to fupport Charles, when hisParliament
of England went to war with him ; but acted fo coMd.
ly and fo cautioufly, that his fervices feem rather to
have injured than benefited that unfortunate prince,
He was aftive in inviting Charles II. to Scotland,
and feems to have been faithfyl to his interefts,
while he faw any proefpet of converting the young
prince to prefbyterianifim, or of enabling him fully
to affert his rights, Charles is faid to have, for his
part, acted no lefs artfully than Argyle. He gave
him hopes, that he would marry one of his daugh.
ters, if through his means, he might again be raifed
1q the throne of his anceftors ; and pretended a re,
fpec for the Earl’s counfels which muft have been
highly gratéful to his pride. Even then, however,
Argyle was diftrufted by Charles’ beft friends. When
the young monarch’s affairs became again-defperate,
the crafty Earl made his peace with Cromwell. At
the reftoration, he hoped to regain Charles’ favour:
.o But,
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But, either Charles could not forgive him the re-
firaint, and compliance with the aufterities of Pref-
byterianifim with which he had formerly harafied
the young prince at the time of his coronation at
Scone;—or perhaps Charles’ minifters in Scotland
dreading Argyle as the leader of the Prefbyterian
intereft, were willing to rid themfelwes, by a fhort
procefs, of a rival with whom they were not well
able to contend in abilities and artifice. It is thus
in civil diffenfion, that the men of abilities are for
the moft part, firft cut off. The blookbeads cannot
contend -with them in aught but brutal ferce: and
confcious of their ‘inferiority, they have inftant re-
courfe to bloodthed, the only art in their power.
When the men of abilities again have their dull rivals
in their power, they defpife them too much to think
it neceflary to deftroy them.

Tue next Earl was in like manner, involved in
the guilt of rebellion. But, the circumftances of
his father’s trial and execution, the ftate of the
¥ingdom at that period, the views and condu& of
the adminiftration to whom the affairs of Scotland
were entrufted,—feem to have, altogether, fo juft-
Yy provoked him, that where his conduét was re.
bellious, it can hardly be faid to have been crimi-
nal : And while he alfo fell on the fcaffold, he fure-
1y left behind him a fairer character than his father.
. . The
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The next head of this noble family was adtive in
‘promoting the revolution. His fon, the famous
John, Duke of Argyle was confefledly one of, the
greateft men of his age: a warriour, an orator, a
ftatefman, a man of tafte, and of the moft refpec-
table, domeftic chara@ter. The fubfequent repre-
fentatives of this family have not difgraced their il-
luftrious. race.

Ox FraocH EvLan, another of the ifles in Lochw
awe, are ftill to be feen the ruins of an old fortrefs,
fhaded by lofty trees. On the little ifland of Junis-

_bail was once a feat of Ciftercian monks, dependent
on the abbey of Dunkeld. The ruinsof the church
are ftill to be feen, and among thefe, fome ancient
tombs, of rude workmanthip. One ifland, near
the weftern edge of the lake, the name of which
however, I either did not enquire, or negleéted to -
note down, is now ufed as a warren for rabbitsi
At another place, elofe by the way-fide, I obferved
the remains of one of thofe ¢ircles of ftones which
are commonly confidered as monuments of the an-
cient Druidical worfhip. Here and there between
the edge of the loch and the gently rifing declivity of
the adjacent hills, I remarked a good many barrows.
On the northern fide of the lake appears Hayfield,
anewly built houfe, it fhould feem,—and the feat of
Mr Macdougal.~ Its fituation is a good one ; but the

environs.
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environs are too bare of wood. The Gaelic is the
commen language of this diftrict. And as I was
igrorant of this language, I found it net a little dif:
ficult to obtain anfwers to thafe enquirics which the
appearances of the country fuggefted to me.

THESE people are; I behcvc, a fimple, virtuous
race. The clergyman under whofe paftoral.care
they are, is, I am told, an old man of the moft
" -amiable fimplicity of manners. He is remarkable
for the fondnefs with which he ftill admires his
good old wife. In his difcourfes in the pulpit he
often addrefles his hearers with unufual particulari-
ty, which from any other than fuch a venerable,
old man, might perhaps have rather a ludicraus efs
fe®. He frequently adduces for example perhaps
perfons who are prefent hearing him. . The favou:
vite example which he feems beft pleafed to quote,
is, that of his own wife. When inculcating in-
" duftry, he will occafionally call the good women of
the parith to remark and imitate his wife’s induf-
try. His coat, he will tell them, his veft, h;sbreech ‘
. es, his fhirt, his neck-cloth, his ftockings,—every
thipg he has on, are of her making :. And in like
manner ought they, in fmitation of her, and of
the virtuous houfewife celebrated by Solomon, who
‘was only a prototype of her, to prepare garments
#or their hufbands and families. Such is the ac

count
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count of this good old man’s fimplicity of tnanner
and oonjugal fondnefs, which I received from a very
amiable young lady. '

AT Cladich, the highway turns from Lochow fide,
and leads nearly in a fnith weftern direétion towards
Inverary. Soon after I hdd loft fight of the loch,
hight began to fall. But, the evening was fair
and ferene; and the afpect of the fky was beautifully
diverfified by numberlefs light, thin, flitting clouds.
Their forms were as various as their numbers ; and
their colours, €00, varied with the fize, depth, and
difpofition of each for receiving and refleing the
faint rays of the fetting fan. Such a fky is a plea-
fing, interefting fight. It fuggefts a thoufand, if
not gay, yet chearful and foft fubjefts of, excurfion
to the fancy. The feehe beneath was a bleak, open
heath. I was well pleaféd therefore to gaze on the
flitting clouds, to think of aHt the various modifica. -
tions of lighit, by morning or evening, by the chan-
ges of the feafons, by the diverfified effets of the
atmofphere and its meteors ;—=and to refle& on the
Vvarious effects which the varied diftribution of light
produces on the afpet which things prefent to hy.
man vifion, and on the emotions which their appear-
ances excite in the heart. The road at lemgth ¢n.
tered upon the north-eaftern bank of the river Airy,
wod condued me down the bank, to Inverary, in

Vou. L 4 Qgq the
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the fame"diredion with the fiream. Woods-are:
feattergd upon the banks of this fmall river.- Here:
and there are farm-houfes, not exhibiting indeed a:
very fnug or comfortable afpet. Two or three
handfomer hdufes are feated in picturefque fituati-
ans among the woods: The peafants feemed to be
feantily dady; and fpoke only. Gaelic. As it ap-
proaches nearer to the town, the road is more and:
more fheltered with wood, and leads through more:
pleafing landfcapes.. The:country opens; the prof--
pedt is again:thut up with hills ; and again it opens
as the hills are pafled. It was. night, however; and:
I could: net enjoy the. full grandeur or beauty of
thefe, {cenes; only the clearnefs of the evening af-
forded e a;faint. glimmer of. the outline, and the.
contours. iNeai the houfe.of Inverary, the road is.
parted from the fiream, fo that the houfe ftandsion
- atriangular fpace bounded by the highway, the river
Airy, and Loch-Fine—at the bafe of the triangle.

W= at length reached Inverary, and entered the
magnificent inn which the Duke of Argyle has erec-.
ted here, and which is kept.by a Mx Marquefs..

INVERARY.

THE fituation of this town is beautiful. Stand-»
ing clofe uoon the North-Eaft border of Loch-Fine,
it has, on the.one ﬁde, the. expanfe. of this.loch, or

. _ ) .. rather
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:rather arm of the fea; the oppofite bank of .which,
although not richly crowded with marks of cultiva-
:tion, yet exhibits rather a cheerful profpect. On the .
fide of the land, the town has firft before ita fine plain,
of no great breadth, indeed, but finely fprinkled
with wood, and divided into fields:for cultivation; "
while woeded hills rife immediately beyond it: Clofe
behind the town, on the edge of this.plain isa noble
avenue—of elms, I think—the venerable afpect of:
which befpeaks their great antiquity: and at the.
-north-weft termination of this avenue is a large tree,
the trunk of which divides, as it rifes, .into two .
feparate ftems which are again united. Towards
‘one end of this plain ftands the caftle of Invera-
ry; The eye cannet purfue it tq the.other end, as
it winds along the border-of the lake.

‘Tue old vown has been removed, as well as the
old caftle. Former travellers {poke of it as having
been fingularly mean. The -new :town 'is not re-
gular, or large. But, its houfes are remarkably
handfome—for the fituation. The inn is indeed a’
noble one, and is accommodated with excellent fta-
bles. Here, too, I found reafon to cemplain of the
want of bells. The fervants feemed to be too few:
for the extent of the inn, and not to have their pro-
per pofts and tafks, affigned them with a diftributi-
.en fufficiently judicious. They did not always at-

Cos - Qq 2 ~ tend
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- tend when called ; but when they appeared, their

anxiety to oblige, eafily induced me to excufe theis
delay. : '

INvERARY is the county town for Argylefhire.
Here, confequently, is juftice adminiftered by the
Sheriff-depute, and his fubftitute. The refidence
of the Duke of Argyle in the neighbouring caftle
naturally makes the town, the refidence of fome of
his fervants and dependents. Its marijime fituati-
on gives it advantages for fithing and at leaft for 3
coafting trade. And it is alfo 2 market-town for 3
wide extent of furrounding country ; as well as the
feat of the mechanics whofe labour is neceﬂ'zry ta
fupply the more neceflary and common conveniefe -
cies of life, to the inhabitants of this diftriQ.

Iuvzazyny has now fo much the air of a place of
entirely modern ere&ion, that ¢ven the noble Go-
- thic fru@ure of the caﬁle can hardly imprefs the
firanger with the’ convx&ton "of its having been a
feat of focial life fince the end of the fourteenth cen-
tury. Tt was however m.hnbxted about that period,
.by a Colin furnamed from his whims and ftrange
explmts, j‘angallacb or the wonderful This chief-
tain carried his potions of magmﬂccnce in ho[pm-
hty to fuch a firange length, that when vifited by
the O’Neils of Ireland he burned his houfe at In-

yeraryy
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yerery, in erder to have a pretence for entertain»
ing them in his fuperb field.equipage. The great
tower which was not many years fince demolithed,
was hwilt by Sir Colin Campbell of Glenurchy, guar-
dian and uncle to the young earl of Argyle, in the
middle of the fiftcenth century. In the turbulept
times of the laft century, Argylefhire, and parti-
cularly Inverary was repeatedly rayaged—by the
gaiant Montrofe, the invetefate enemy of the Camp-
bells,—by Irith troops fent hither by the Marquis of
Antrim,—and afterwards, fo lately indeed as about
the year 1685, by a neighbouring clan who were
deputed to ravage Argyle, in revenge for the re.
bsllion of the Earl, with Mopmouth. In the plain,
near the fite of the prefent caftle ftands a long, rude
pillar of 3 fingle fione, marking as a monument,
the fpot on which feventeen gentlemen of the name
of Campbell, were on this laft occafion, maffacred
together. In the rebellion of the year 1715, Archi-
bald, earl of Zay, maintained the caftle of Inverary
agaioft the rebels, with 3 garrifon by whom they
were deterred from attacking it.

In the forenoon of the next day after my arrival
at Inverary, I was defirous to vifit the caftle. A
firanger eafily obtains admiffion to fee the houfe
and grounds upon commumcatmg hisname. The

‘ prefent
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prefent cafile is 2 modern building, begun by Arc

bald who having been, firft, Earl of Ilay, fucceed-
«d, upon the death of his .brother, the celebrated:

John, te the dukedom of Argyle. He lived not

to furnith this magnificent edifice. It has been fur-
nifhed by the prefent Duke. It is a fquare building,
with round towers at the four corners. Itis built of
a blue lapis ollaris brought from the oppofite fide of:
the lake. I muft confefs that the appearance of this
houfe, as I approached, reminded me too ftrongly
by -its form and coleur -of a Carron-Grate, to fuffer
me to enjoy the magnificence fo highly, as I thould
probably shave otherwife done. Its height is feen,
at a difadvantage, in confequence of the near vi
cinity of the towering mount of Dun-i-queaich;

whofe fummit almoft hangs over it, .and thus
makes it feem by comparifon, lefs than it might,
if no fuch objet were at hand. - The Gothic
ftru@ture was wifely preferred for the principal feat
.of fo ancient and honourable a: family, in a wild
country, and under -a dreary climate. . The lobby
is grand, and is finely ornamented by fire.arms
which belonged to one of the late Fencible regi-
memts. The ftate-rooms, are moft fuperbly finfth-
‘ed and furnifhed j———rather ‘ fupertly, however,
as I am inclined to think, than elegantly. I ob.
ferved in fome of théem fpecimens of a good, al
though rather coarfe marble from the ifland of Tir-

: Iet
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zee. Here werealfo virious portraits. Ilooked with
reverence an thit of the celebrated John, which re-
prefents him, fuch as he was in early youth. In a low
room in ‘one of the turrets, appropriated to the
purpofe ofa library, was a fine-head which the fer:
vant who fhewed me the houfe, faid to have been
Iately brought from Rome by the prefent Duke:

Frowm the caftle I went to walk through' the' gar=
dens. They are fpacious, confifting of kitchen-gar-
den, ﬂower:gar.dcn, orchard, and nurferies, with 2
hot-houfe, and. green-houfe. A number of men are
sontinually employed in drefling them. But, fo un-
favourable is the climate, or fo unfkilful the ma-
nagement of the gardeners, that I fufpect the gar-
dens, to. be feldom in the beft order deﬁreable

. Tnn oﬁce-houfes are Iarge, and fingularly commo. -
iious. They form a fquare, one fide of which is occu-
pied by vaft: barns, conftructed and fitted up in 2
peculiar manner. In the walls are apertures at pro-
per dx&ances, for the free-admiffion of the external
air.” The doors.are widened fo-as to render them
rather theds, than clofe houfes. Around the inte-
rior walls, from the floor to.the roof are hung
knatches to receive the fheaves of corn even' when
mewly cut. The lofts are airy and open. - And
ﬂu:ough the whole, fimilar knabches, fome fixed to

PR the
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the roof, the lofts, or the walls, and fome on mo¥é:
able pales, have been equally difpofed. Tt is not necef-
fary for the pofleflor of fuch batns, to leave his corni
to dry in the fields, after it has been cut down. It.
inay be immediately removed under this cover; and
the theaves dry, as certainly here, as if expofed in
fair weather, to the open air. In the climate of Inve:
_ tary, and particularly in the prefent feafon, barns
like thefe are mort ufeful than in other places, and
#t other times. The cotn muft here be often cut
down, before it can ripen; and it can fearcely ever
be well dried by expofure in the open fields. In
mnany other inftances, the Duke of Argyle’s caré
has rendered thefe office-houfes remarkably coms:
fnodious. I obferved a new contrivance for pen
ning in the calves; in winter ; but examined it not:
thinutely enough to be able to give a diftin& dé-
fcription: It was with pleafure I learned that the pre.
fent Duke of Argyle is peculiarly attentive to.every
thing that can tend to improve the pradtice of agri-
culture ar the breed and management of cattle. It
Jbecomes a great land proprietor to petform, at his
- own rifk, thofe experiments without which agricul-
ture or induftry of any kind cannct be itmproved, but
which, as their évent muft be doubtful, cannot fafely
be ventured upon, by the petty farmer. To fuch
purpofes as thefe, the Duke of Argyle appropriates s
liberal, annual fum. I was rather difappointed at
' " finding
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finding, upon enquiry, that thé Duke had not yet,
in his zeal for the improvement of agriculture in alt
ks parts and dépendencies, tried the threfhing ma-
chine, the ufe of which has been adopted by the far«
mers of Berwickthire, of Stirlingfhire, and of othet
parts throtigh the kingdom j—and which has been
found to abridge fo happily this pirt of the labourg
of hufbandry. On an eminence, at about the dif=
tance of a milé, or perhaps fomewhat more, is the
Duke’s Dairy, where a number of cattle are reareds
The extent of the level ground contigitous to Inver-
dry, is about twelve hundred acres. A larger pro-
portion of it is ufed as pafture and meadow, than
what s cultivated for the produdion of corn.
Woods bccupy the fronts of the hills which rifé above.
They confift of various fpecies of trees; pines, aths
es, and oaks. Some noble, fingle trées are fcatters
ed over the plain. And-a confiderable proportiom
of the whole wood is venerable by its fize and ages
The Airy winds with a beautiful courfe upon the
fouth-eaft fide of the caftle. 'A winding way leads
bvet it, by a bridge, to the fummit of Dun-i-queaich.
I unfortunately could not fpare time to climb - this
height. The profpect muft be interefting from its
top. “But, I am told that the caftle is rather fesn.
to a difadvantage from this ftation. 'Iapprehend,
that a fkilful gxologift might poflibly regard this
éminence of Dun-i-queaich, as having been the cra-
“'Vor. L ) Rr ter



s14+ ~  JOURNEY THROUGH

ter of a volcano, at fome xra or other in the hiftory
of the terraqueous globe. Its conic form, the cos
lumnar ftruéture of its rocks, and the various mi»
neral bodies which: it affords, all concur to counte«
mance this idea. But, if ever thefe regions were
wafted by voleanic fires, it has been- at a period
more remote than the date of the earlieft records of
Scottith hiftory. On the fummit of Dun-i-queaich
fands a folitary watch-tower ; which, to the fpec-
tator from the plin below, confiderably improves
the piGturefque effe@ of the mouat.

- Eoca Fing is the largeft arm of the fea penetra-
ting inland, in Scotland. Its length, between In~
verary and the Mull of Cantyre is near to an hun-
dréd miles. - Near its mouth the fea communicates
with many other large openings into the land. It
affords abundance of fithes of various fpecies; among,
which are cods, haddocks, whitings, and in the pro-
per feafon, great plenty of herrings. In the fithing
of the latter, no fewer than five hundred boats are:
ocafionally employed. Their fuccefs is generally.
fufficiently encouraging. Of the filhes thus taken,
a part are difpofed of, in their freth ftate; the reft
" are cured, and fent to Glafgow for exportation. 1
‘was regaled with a delicious difh of haddocks at
dinper ;. and had, in the morning, fome delicate,
frefh herrings at breakfaft, The fifhery of this lake.
: : is
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&2 fource of opulence, and a field of induefiry to
the inhabitants of the adjacent -country. It alfe
renders Inverary a place of fome trade, and gives
occafion to frequent intercourfe between this place,
and Greenock, Port-Glafgow, and othier places on
the weftern coaft of the kingdem.

-~ YEeT the powerty of thefe diftri&s requiring few
imports, znd affording but few articles, comnpara-
tively fpeaking, for exportation, renders that com-
mercial intercourfe lefs confiderable than might be
withed. The difficulties which attend the naviga-
tion of thefe caafts are other additional ebftacles to
#ts advancement. The fituation of the whole traét
of coaft, remote from thofe fcenes where opulence,
indufiry, and commeree delight to exert, and te
difplay themfelves, is not the leaft of the difacvan-
tages to which it is fabje®,—as a feat of focial life.
Since the {eat of our government was transferred te
England, the improvement of Scotland in general,
has been carried on by flower gradations. England
afforded for a long while, encouragements which
maturally allured our enterprifing countrymen from
their native land : and it prefented at the fame time
gratifications to luxury and tafe, equally powerful
to attralt away the gay, the luxurious, and the
opulent. - - Being, by much, the moft important
part of the Britith dominions, other parts were va-

Rra lued
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lued only as they might be made fubfervient to ity
grandeur and improvemént. Unfortunately for
Scotland, too, its Commons who were juft begin,
ning to attajn confideration in the political fcale,
when their monarch fucceeded to the Englith throne,
became, by this event, lefs neceflary to aid him a.
gainft the overgrown power of his nobles, and were
degraded for a while into their ancient feudal infig-
nificance. The fovereign needed not their aid a-
gaintt a nobility whom he could now deprefs by the
power of another kingdom, dazzle by the magnifi.
cence which it conferred on him, or buy to fervility
with its wealth. The nobility and gentry of Scot-
land, had not yet learned, that their trueft interefls
were to be found in the cultivation of their eftates,
and in promoting the general opulence and civiliza,
tion of their country. Trade, manufactures, agri-
culture, all that feemed more immediately to regard
the interefts of the Lower Orders in Scotland, were
therefore neglected, till the civil diffenfions of the laft
century began to arife. Thefe had indeed in Eng-
land a3 partial ceflation, for fome part of the reign
of Charles II. In Scotland it was otherwife. Here
one continued contention for religion, for life, for
liberty prevailed from the firft origin of oppofition
to the government of Charles L. till the firuggle
wag terminated-in the Revolution of 1688.

| AITIR
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Arrer this laft period, the Commons of Scote
land feem to have rifen to higher confideration:
Their interefts became more an obje& of national
concern. Scotland, and not merely its emigrating
natives began now to derive fome advantage from
its conne®ion with England. Yet was the advans
tage, at firft but inconfiderable. The Union did
pot by its immediate confequences greatly improve
it. But, the Union had, of neceffity, 2 gradual
operation. The rebellions in which the Scots were
facceflively engaged by their loyalty to a line of fo-
vereigns defcended from among themiclves ;—made
the Englith and the Scots themfelves, by degrees,
better acquainted with the importance of North
Britain. But, thofe parts of Scotland which werg
neareft connetted with England, thofe which werg
previduﬂy the moft opulent and moft. fertile, thofg
which pofiefled the beft advantages of fituation--werq
naturally the firft to be benefited by fuch circums
ftances as arofe to favour Scotland in general, - It is
long before any part of a country which has but juf§
begun to thrive, can receive its quantum of indufe
try, of wealth, and of population. Unti it hag
veceived this, however, it will diffufe but few of
the advantages which it enjoys over other places lefs
fg&oured .however nearly they may be conneted
with it. The feats where manufacturing indufiry.
firt chtablihed itef, in Scotland, the ports which

: . were
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“were firft occupied by reviving trade, the foenes
which enlightened and laborious agriculture firft a.
dorned and enriched—could not immediately com-
municate over the kingdom, the advantages by
which they were firlt improved. There was fome-
thing, too, in the peculiar chara&er of the inhabi
tants of the Highlands and 1flands of Scotland, fin.
gularly unfavourable to the advancement of any fpe.
cies of induftry among them.

Sucn is the general train of events and circam. .
. flances which to me appear to have retarded the
improvement of the Highlands, and with thefe, of
other parts of Secotland. Let our politiciars .re.
member, too, that all parts of .every kingdom can-
not ‘be at all times, the moft flourithing. In the
_ moft opulent, populous, and improved diftricts of
Great Britain, there aré¢ many places which anc
ently flourithed, but are now in a ftate of defok-
tion or decay. Yet the diftri@ts to which they be-
long are, in the whole, in a floyrithing condition.
. Other places more advantageous, in fome refpedt
or other, have, by transference received the opu-
-lence and population which thefe fcenes, now vene
rable only by ruins and by their ancient glory, once
poflefied. It is, for various reafons, with indufiry,
and population, as with money. They cannot rife,
panyplaceabovc a certain level. When the due
height
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keight has been attained, the accumulated heap fube
fides, and fpreads over the immediate environs.
Spittalfields in London was the firft feat of the filky
manufatture. The increafed expence, and by cons
fequence, the rifing price of labour rendered it at
length eligible for the manufaGurers to {pread their
cftablithments over other parts of the kingdom.
The branches of the linen manufacture did not ex~
tend ‘themfelves into the Highlands of Scotland, till
the manufaGturers were induced to look out for
places where they might have their labour performs
ed at-a cheaper rate than in the more opulent pro-
vincess The cotton-werks, although fo lately in«
troduced among us, have, through the operationr -
of the fame caufes, been fcattered very generally
through the kingdom. The gentlemen in the
north-eaftern parts of Scotland’ are eagerly promo-
ting fuch eftablithments upon their eftates. In the
north-weft Highlands, fimilar cftablifhbments have
been attempted. I was-much pleafed with a piece
of information which I received from a manufa&tu.
rer of Glafgow. Some weavers from Orkney had
come to find employment in Glafgow. After they
had wrought there for fome fhort time, it occurred
to them, that the fame wages which they earned
in Glafgow, would make them twice as rich in:
their native country, as in a fituation where eve.
vy article of living was enormoufly dear. They

' _ returned
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returned home. - And now, they are employed in

- Orkney by Glafgow-manufalturers, at wages which
though not higher thin what thiey earned in Glaf-
gow, make them greatly richer. '

* It is this natural and neceffary flitting of opulencé
and induftry which myft chiefly promote the im-
provement of a cotintry. Otherwife all accidental
caufes will little avail. To this would I chiefly
truft for the future improvement of the Highlands.
Yet not {0 as to difcourage any extraordinary efforts
which Government, or private individuals, or af:
fociate bodies, may cliufe to make, in order to haften
the period which the natural progrefs of improve-
nent in the ceuntry is likely to bring about.

- Nav, | muft add, thit when partiality to' one
pait of a counitry has impofed difadvantages upon
any othet part to which it was not naturally fub-
je& :_when sceidental misfortunes have deprefied it
beneath that moderate Rtate of profperity in which
it might otherwife eafily have maintained itfelf;
when attention #6 force on its improvement may
produce .confequences fingularly beneficial to the
‘'whole community ;—in all thefe cafes, it feems in-
cumbent upon an enlightened national government,.
and upon patriotic individuals, to dire@ their exer-

Ly
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‘tions with peculiar zeal, to the cultivation of the na-
tural advantages of fuch a diftrict: .

A coop many fuch exertions have béen already
inade for the improvement of the Highlands. The
calamities of war which they have fuffered, have in4
deed almoft always terminated in their civilization,
and in the advancement of induftry through the
whole. Cromwell’s foldiers taught the inhabitants of
the north and eaft Highlands among whom they weré
garrifoned, fome of the moft ufeful arts of life to
which they had till then been firangets: The later
garrifons which it his been found neceffary to efta«
blith through this fame country have, in like man:
ner, contributed to the improvement of their res
Ipedive neighbourhoods: The rents of the Forfeit-
ed Eftates were laid out by the Truftees to whof@

- tnanagement thiey were committed, much mote to
the improvement of the territories from which they .
wefe paid, than they had been by the hereditary
propriztors: The abolition of the heritable jurife
di&ions, aftet the rebellion of 1745, contributed emi- .
nently to the fuppteffion of that turbulence which
bad hitherto prevailed through theft regions. Even

~ the prohibition of the ancient Gaelic drefs, and the
difcouragement of the ancient Gaelic manners con-
tributed much to advance. the progrefs of civility
among thefe people: The next great advantage was
Vou. L. Ss the
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the conftruction of military 'roadé through thei¥
country. This opened it up, and rendered it accef+
fible. - The labours of the fociety for the propagation
of €hriftian Knowledge have alfo done much for the
generalimprovement of the people and of their couns
try. Religious inftru@ion and pious habits are for
<oanetted with the virtuous arts of life, and with ha~

 Bits of fettled induftry, thatit will ever beimpoffible to:

communicate and to imprefs the former, without at’
fame the time propagatiny the latter. Among other
benefactors to the: Highlands, I am much pleafed to:
riame the late Dr Samuel Johnfton. Aletter written’
byhim contributed greatly to procure the Tranflation

-of the' Holy Scriptures into the Gaelic language.
> His account of his Journey to the Weftern Hles, drew

the eyes of the world much more than before-uponr
thefe -parts: His obfervations upon their ftate of
improvement, and probable progrefs-in civility, fug-
gefted much important matter to'thofe patriotically
Interefted in:their welfare. Even the unfavourable
facts which he has reported with exaggeration, and'

~ thofe of his reflections, which may be fuppofed to-

have originated in ignorance or inveterate prejudice,
have yet by awakening Gaelic pride to ufeful ex-
ertion, done confiderable fervice to the people who
exclaimed againft his calumny. He deferves the
praife ef having contributed more than almoft any
. ' ona
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ane ather perfon, to the progrefs of the fpirit of
plantingin Scotland.—The emigration of great num-
bers of the Highlanders to America, immediately
before the breaking out of the late American war, .
taught the great to confider, that the dependence
was not wholly on the fide of the -poar, but .was’
mutual between the two orders,—and thus .obliged
them to turn their cares to the encouragement of
fuch arts, as might make the poor more comfortable
at heme; arts which could not be promoted, with-
out promoting the general interefts of all, and .of
this whole country.—The frequent refort of gay
company to the North, for the purpofes of purfuing
game, or of viewing its foenery, has, in like man«
ner, rendered the ftate of this country better knewn,
and more the object of improving ‘attention.—7The
dangers of the navigation of thefe coafts have occa-
fioned them to be examined, and their channels to
be founded. The fhoals of fifhes with which they
_ abound have alfo pointed them out as a mine of opu-
lence. The demand which the increafing manufac-
ture of glafs, has produced for the kelp prepared from
their fea-weeds, has been another circumftances for-
tunate to them.—Let me not neglect to pay the de-
~ ferved tribute of praife to the late Mr John Knox
~ of London, who travelled repeatedly through thefe
regions, and laboured with wonderful zeal and fuc-
#£6f5, to perfuade his countrymentoimprove the natu.
Ssz ral
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ral advantages which he juftly enough reprefented.
them as pofleffing: and to Dr James Anderfon, whg-
was employed by Government to furvey them, and

*. performed the tafk with that earneftnefs to promote

the improvement of the country which feems to bé
his ruling paffion. The focieties of different defcrip-
tions, who have made the ftate and the improvement
of the Highlands the great objeds of their attention,
are entitled to the thanks of their country. Thig
is one of the beft modes in which true patriouﬁn
can he dxfplaycd.

THESE are, I behevc, the circumftances and per.
fons who-have moft fignally contributed to advance
the progrefs of induftry and focial life in thefe parts
of Scotland. No very great progrefs has yet been
made. Compared indeéd with what they were bes
fore the year 1746, thefe diftri@s would unquefti-
onably appear to be mightily improved. 'But, com.
pared with what it feems not impofiible to improve
them to, their condition is low. I was delighted
therefore to learn, at Inverary, that on the two days
nmmed:ate]yprccedmg that on which I arrived there,
theinn and town had heen throngcd by a meeting of
of the Noblemen and Gentlemen of Argylefhire who
had affembled for the purpofe of taking into their oom
fideration an eftimate of the probable expence of 2 ca.
nal propofcd tobe cut between Loch Crinan and Loch

lep,
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Bilp,—fo as to cut off the dangerous navigation of
the Mull of Cantire, and greatly to abridge the paf-
fage between the Frith of Clyde, ard the Streights
of Jura. The advantages with which the execution
of this plan will be attended, are more than I, in my
ignorance of the ftate of this country can enumerate:
It will however greatly improve the navigation of
thefe coafts. It will advance the induftry of their
inhabitants. It will probably contribute to the ex=
tenfion of their fitheries. By bringing them wirfually
nearer to the great feats of wealth, induftry, and
trade in Dumbartonfhire, Renfrewfhire, and La-
narkthire, it will alfo contribute to extend to them
the advantages of thofe counties. By giving another
great road, as it were to the country which it di:
vides, it will promote the intercourfe bétween the
inhabitants of its different diftri@ts. Above all, it
will fingularly promote the improvement of the
Hebude. A fabicription had been opened, at thé
miedting abovemcntionccf, to raife the fum neceffary
for the execution of this canal. A very large
fum had been eagerly fubfcribed ; for the profpe&,
if not of the repayment of the principal fum advan-
eed, yet of the payment of large intereft upon that
principal, was fufficiently inviting ; and the forma-
tion of a canal, was thus in fome meafure like the
creation ‘of ‘2 new tra& of land-property. The
T ‘whole
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awhole has fince been filled up; and the canal is like-
ly to he happily executed. )

Some other projes for the improvement of the
Highlands and iflands of Scotland have not been
attended with all the fuccefs defireable. Nature
rejoices to be feconded, but will not be forced. And
indeedin theimprovement of countries, asof thearts,
many experiments muft commonly be made, before
the defired perfection can be attained. Certain it
is, if that the lands round the northern coaft of Scot-
land be barren, the feas are peculiarly rich. They
abound in moft of thofe fithes which are fitteft for
human nourithment., - What wealth would they not
. produce in the neighbourhood of a great town?

And may not manufadturing villages be feattered
-around,—the inhabitants of which .may confume
thofe provifions which thefe parts afford, and which
cannot he fo well conveyed to the feats of populati-
~on? Fifhes are 2 much more pleafant artide ef
nourithment, frefh than falted. Although the ex-
portation of falted fith may be a lucrative enough
branch of traflic, yet the fithing would be much
more lucrative, if a confiderable part of the fitheg
taken; could be confumed frefh.

. IN thefe {cenes, fea-faring habits oughtkundaubt;
<dly to be encouraged by every inducement which
5 | the
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the legiflature can hold' out. Our infular fitua-

tion, while it in fome fort doubles the extent of -

qur teritories, invites us to be failors, as much as
hufbandmen or artizans. Our attention to the ob-
~ je€ts of mavigation muft ever be the great guardian
of the national fafety. Itis therefore of confequence
for us to encourage every fpecics of trade and every
mode of induftry which may increafe the numbers
and improve the hardinefs and the fkill of our mari-
ners. To thefe purpofes was the famous Navigation
A& dire@ted. It is for thefe ends chiefly, that our
- Weft India iflands are advantageous poffeflions. Itis
becaufe raw cotton is a material imported in’'Britifh
Bottoms, that I think the manufaéure of cottons
little lefs beneficial, than if the raw material were of
Britifh growth. The fame end has, I hope, been
kept much in view when encouragements have

been held out to induce Britith fubjeéts to engage

in the fitheries. And for this end, above all others
would I with to fee the fitheries encouraged and
thriving -upon thefe coafts. I know not if the
demand for falted fith be now fo great through-

out Europe, as it once was.. The Roman Catholic

religion, and the ftrict obfervance of Lent are cer-
tainly faft declining. And, I fear that in confe-
quence of their decline, there is a diminution in the
quantityoffalted fithannually confumed in Europe.—
X remember hearing of an honeft gentleman who fan.

cied

.
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cied himfelf a profound politician when he fuggeit:
¢d, that the obfervance of Lent had been originally
“introduced into the ritual of the Romifh Church;
for no other purpofe, than to engourage the fitheries:
I am not fure, that the Romifh Clergy were guid-
ed, in the eftablifiment of this inftitution, by fo
enlightened a policy ; but I am well perfuaded, that
its permanency has had the effect, although it might
not be originally intended.—Yet, there may poffibly
have been an increafé in the population of Europe;
‘more than equivalent to the diminution of the num-
bers who confine theihfelves to the ufe of falted fil
in Lent. Befides, other ftations, lefs favourablé
perhaps than thofe upon thefe coafts, are frequented
for the purpofe of taking fithes which may be cured,
and brought to market in a falted ftate; And why
then, thould not we encourage fitheries here; fince
the encouragement of them feems fo neceflary to
_promote our national ftrength. There was, 1 be:
Heve, a time when the fitheries of Scotland wercin 2
very thriving ftate, 3nd were indeed one of .the chief
fources from which the country derived any wealtht
that it poflefled. In the reigns of the Jamefes, when
“moft, of our fea-port towns rofe to a degree of con-
fideration from which many of them have fince de-
dined, the fifhes caught and cured by the Scots werein
requeft through all the South of Europe. The efta
blihment of prcibytenszm, and the troubles which
attended
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sttended it; the rife of the Dutch commonwealth,
with the a&ivity and frugality of its traders; the
negligence of government in refpe& to the welfare
&f Scotland, after the acceflion of our fovereigns to
the throne of England; the civil ' diflenfions by
which induftry was interrupted, and the country
ravaged during the greater part of the laft century 3
with a variety of other caufes which I cannot enu~
merate—concurred to frighten or withdraw us from

" the working of this mine of wealth. We have never
fince heartily returned to it; although endeavours
have been ufed -to reftore to us the advantages of
thefe fitheries on our own coafts,

But I dm truly mclined to beliéve, that our fith:
eries on thiefe coafts will never be, profecuted to the
moft advantageous height, till eftablithments of ma=
nufa&ure ih the immediaté neighbourhood, thall
bring hither a pdpulation to confume the provifions
which the fea affords in fuch dbundance. Let our
manufa&urcrs fpread themfelves round thefe coafts :
Let the quartiés of marble be opened : Let the mines
be wrotight : Let the éftablifhments of every fpecies
of induftry which fuipplies the leaft neceflary conve-
hiencies of life, be éncouraged here: Let thé coun- -
try be more and mort opened up by the conftruc.
tion of new roads and new canals: Then will thefe
fcenes be no longer mere ftore-houfes of provifions
~ You. L Tt and’
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and of the neceflaries of life: The provifions will bc

advantageoufly confumed on the fpot : The gifts of

nature will be gathcrcd with fuch increafed care
* that while greater quantities are confumed at home
—perhaps greater quantities may: alfo be exported
abroad: Above all, agriculture, which muft ever

thrive where there is a plentiful population, will be .

cultivated with earneftnefs, and with certain fuccefs:
It is-difgraceful to the proprictors and the inhabi-
tants of thefe diftricts that agriculture is in fo back-
ward a ftate among. them ;. Jifgraceful, that fcanty
as is the population, they cannot raife grain and ve-

getables to fupport themfelves. If our oats, or bar-

ley, or wheat will not thrive in their climate ; there
are other hardier fpecies of grain, which they may
advantageoufly adopt. The black oats formerly
common through Scotland, are, I believe, gf a cha-
" raéter more hardy than. the white -oats which are
now commonly raifed in their room.. Potatoes too;
one of the moft nutritious of vegetables, thrive fuf-
ficiently in thefe parts. There.is no want-of manure.
—I-with from my. foul, that-our botanifts v';rould zeas
loufly turn to the difcovery of plants, ufeful eithes
for their roots, their ftalks, or their feeds, which

will beft fuit unkindly foils and rude climates. Thus.

might they-greatly contribute to the advancement
of agriculture, and to the improvement of the con-
weniencies of human life.~In thort, the improve.

ment
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anment of thefe regions muft of neceflity advance
flowly. Our care muft be direted not merely to
- the improving of any one or two of the natural ad-
vantages which they poflefs. We muift attend to
the whole together. Let them advance hand in
hand. Let them aid each other’s progrefs. Canals,
roads, the eftablifhment of manufactures, and the
fcattering of manufactures in-proper places muft
- come firft. The fifheries ‘will then promote the
manufactures ; the manufattures will promote the
fitheries. A_gncultnre will advance hand in hand
-with both. And it will at length appear that hu-
man induftry can triumph over all the difadvan-
tages of climate and local .circumftances, and give
comfort and dignity to focial life by one expe-
dient or another, in almoft every fituation over the
globe.

I have rambled into too many defultory obferva-
tions on this fubje&.  But the nature of a fubjeé fo
interefting as the improvement of thefe regions, and
the advancement of focial life in my native country,
awill, 1 hope, plead my excufe. Before I fet -out
from Inverary, let me mention, that a woollen ma-
nufacture has been attempted either in the town, or
fomewhere in its neighbourhood, not, I bchevc,
‘Wxth thc very beft fuccefs. 4 ,

Ttz : From -
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From InvERARY to ARROQUHAR.

WE et Inverary, at a late hour in the forenoon,
and proceeded down the north.eaft fide of Loch
Fyne. The way led us along a ﬁne bndge, thrown
over the river dry, nearly whetc it difcharges ity
waters into the lake. As we idvanced, wg had on
one hand the wooded fide of Dun-l-queach h
lake fpread its waters on the other. ' Where the
lnlls flanted to the lake wlth a genthr dechvuy, the
mhabltants were bufy gathermg then' potatoes from
the ground In fome places they were gat.henng
and carrying home dry furze and bruthwood, tq
cover their crops, or their houfes. Their afpeét
was commonly meagre,- and their clothmg fcantx
and mgged R

At fome diftance from Inverary, upon a rock

* jutting out into the lakc, and clofe by the way-ﬁdc,

© ftands the old caftle of Tunderagh, which has been

once fortified, and of which a part 1s fiill ulhabxted,
I think, by a farmer’s faxmly

Soon after paﬂing T underagb the traveller reaches

the ftation of a ferry-boat, in which- foot paifenger;

' may be conveyed ﬂ:raxght acrofs thc lake, to Cairn-
do'w,
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dow. It is pot, however, fitted for the conveys
ance of horfes. We continued our ride round the °
fouthern extremity of the lake. The country be-
came more level before us, as we rode on. The
farm.houfes, too, feemed to aflume fomewhat of 3
more foug and comfortable appearance. At thg
point of the lake, the adjoining ground was marthy,
After paffing it, we again turned to the north-wett,
and rode up the fide of the lake, to the inn at
Cairndow.

THE copntry here confifts of rude hills, fit only
for the pafture of theep and black-cattle,—fkirted,
however, towards the lake with tracts—commonly
narrow—of level ground ; which are partly fown
with corn and planted with potatoes,—partly fenced
in—for kitchen.gardens,—and in part, where mar-
fay, and l;abl; tp be flooded by the waters of the
lake, kept as natural meadow. The population of
thefe traéls cannot be very plentiful ; for, but few
hands, comparatively fpeaking, can be wanted for
the management of the lands: and thefe are not
{cenes to invite the refidence of people, who have
not ftrong reafons of intereft to determine their pre-
ference for them. Pity that there fhould not'be
more wood fcattered over thefe mountains! When,

our forefts are cut down to make room for cultivay
tlon, in the more fertile parts of thc kmgdom 3

..........
0
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- others might be taught to arife in thefe parts whence

cultivation feems to be hopelefsly excluded.

THE inn at -Gaimdow' is intended as a fort of
‘half-way houfe, to divide the long flage between
. Arroquhar and Inverary. It ftands at the diftance
«of ten miles from the latter of thefe places. But,
to foot-paflengers croffing the lake in the ferry-
boat, this length of way is greatly abbreviated.
The inn is {mall, foug, and neat; the landlord
whom I had the good-fortune to find in it, is one of
the moft attentive, obliging men I have feen. The
ftables are narrow, in proportion to the fmallnefs of
the houfe. I wag condu@ed into a neat low par-
Jour, where every thing was decent and cleanly,
and, notwithftanding the fearcity of fuel in this
feafon, 2 gladfome fire blazed on the hearth, I was
foon refrethed with a comfortable dinner ; the relith
of which ‘was heightened to mc, by the landlord’
vmtelhgent converfauon.

¢ Tais inn fands, I think, on the eftate of Ard.
kinglafs, the property of Sir James Campbell. His
houfe is feen at fome fmall diftance weftward, near
%o the edge of the lake. The old houfe of Ardkin-
glafs has become unfit for the accommodation of the
fumly 3 and I learned that Sir’ jamcs Campbcll had

. ' htel,
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Tately contradted with a builder, to raife another for
the fum of between three and four thoufand pounds:

It was late in the afternoon when we left Cairn.

dow; and we had a dreary road to travel, to the

next inn at Arroquhar. The way winds: up the
fide of a hill, till the traveller enters a wild glen;

two rocky monuntains rife in a ridgy form, on each

fide; a fcanty fiream running below. Hardly any

heath or coarfe grafs foftens the rocky afpet of the

hills. The glen is long: towards the fouthern ex-

tremity, it affTumes an afpe@ rather lefs ruggeds

But, the fegments of the hills which are there feen,

are of unufual forms: The day was juft declining
into twilight. The fky was clouded: And had my

mind not been elevated by the grandeur, it muft

undoubtedly -bave been opprefled by the horrors of'
the fcme; :

_ Ar length, we croffed over the fiream, by a finall
Bridge, and the road took fomewhat of a fouth-eaft
dire&ion. But, the environs prefented no milder
afpeét. Frowning hills yet rofe above, on either
hand. The glen below was uncultivated and bare.
The road was narrowed almoft into-a foot-path;
and it led up adeclivity, which, though not abrupt, -
was however, ‘extremely difficult of accefs. As
we proceedcd a ﬁnall lake appeared on our right

- hand
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hand : but no fhrubbery, no verdure adorned ité
banks ; it was only a bafon worn out among the
rocks: And the hills affumed a more rugged afpect
where they hung over it. The light thadés of twis
Light were now melting faft away into the darknef§
of night. The time and the fcenes were fuch as to
fuggett all the gloomieft and grandeft ideas that can
be affociated with night and wild folitudes. The
inachinery of Offian’s poetiy; the ghofts of departed
heroes; riding in the clouds, or paffing on the blafts;
alignant fpirits fhedding their influence round,
fopernatural danger ready to affail, while immiedis
ite danger and natural dangers, feemed to befet the
traveller,—were all naturally enough here fuggefts
¢d to the tmagmatxon

As w6 g'dined upon the dfcent, we left Loch Reff
béhind us: At length we found ourfelves on thé
ﬁcigh’f immediately above'the gloomy vile of Glens
¢roe. It wis too dark for us to remark the feat pla<
~ ted here when the road was forméd, and to read the
infcription ResT AND BE THANKFUL: We proceed-
&d, not without fome degree of horror upon our fpi=
tits, down the winding way. -It feemed, in the
darknefs, as if we were defcending into a2 deep cas
¥ern, with an irregular and craggy brink. The
crater of 2 wafted volcano could hardly have beett
more dreadful: .- was not merely- the tremendous

' ~ gloom
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gloom, and the fearful fancies which fuch a gloom
naturally fuggefts to the imagination, that impref-
{ed our fpirits with awe : But, fragments detached
from the impending rocks, were fcattered over the
Heclivity; the windings of the road, and its occa-
- fional afcents and defcents were hid from our eyess

ind even our horfes feeming to be fenfible of the
danger, became obftinate, sand were not without
difficulty urged forward. The hollow murmur of
& fiream heird from a diftance increafed our, hor-
“ror: No human habitation was nigh ; No traveller
met us; we knew not the length of the glen; nor
whether crofs-roads might not meet in.it; and the
~ windings and irregularities of the way were from
time to time, renewing our fears. At length, we
met fome travellers returning up the glen to their
houfes, as they told us. We were clofe upon them,
ere the darknefs of the night permitted us to dif~
‘cern them. The found of their voices alone was
pleafing: and they gave us information which made
us more eafy as to our progrefs on the road. Soon
after, a farm-houfe appeared on one fide of the high-
way. We next crofled, I think, a ftream by the fide
of which, but at fome {fmall diftance from it, we hid
travelled for a confiderable part of this dreary road.
We pafled neat by the houfe of Ardgartan, and
turning round the point of the eaftern arm of Locb-
Loung, at length reached Arrogubar.
Vou. L Unu SoME
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~ Some fravellers have found the jourriey up G#n-

-eroe {o little difagreeable, that they have fuppofed
the infcription on the feat at the height of the decli-
vity to have been fuggefted rather by the labour
which it coft to form the road, than by the difficul-
ty which the traveller muft fill find in the afcent.
The labour of forming theroad, cut as it is-through
almoft the whole:length of the‘vale, in folid rock,
‘muft indeed have beerr immenfe ; and the foldiers
by whom it was formed, might well be thankful
‘when theyreached the fummit. But, no lefs thank.
ful, in my eftimation, will the traveller be, who
either walks or rides up it. If he fits in a carriage,
he cannot be {6 fenfible of its difficulties. The flow
motion of the horfes, witlt the impreflive character
of the furrounding fcenery will, in this cafe, rather
make the afcent pleafing. Before this road was for-
med, however, no mode of travelling could have
rendered it eafy to climb up the vale of Glencroe.

. Arroounar; and to Luss.

A RROQUHAR is feated, in one of the moft a»
'g'rcc'abl'c fituations which thefe regions afford, om
the eaftern fide of the eaftern arm of Loch-Loung.
On the verge of the lochiis fome ploughed and fome

| ' meadow
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meadow ground. But, this is of narrow extent.
Lofty, -peaked hills rife, on all hands, around.

“Tuis was once the feat of the Chieftain of the Clan
of Macfarlane. But, in the progrefs of modern man-
ners, the fortune of the family has been wafted, and
the eftate fold. The old houfe is now ruinous. The
prefent inn was built, I believe, for a place of acca-
{ional refidence, by the laft purchafer of the eftate
of Arroquhar. He has, long fince, I believe, given
wp the idea of refiding in it. It was occupied for a
while by his fator. After it was left by him, an
innkeeper was placed in it. Itis large. But, the
lower ftory feemed in no very good condition ; the
glafs in the windows broken; the ceiling and walls
of the rooms dirty : tattered carpets. difgracing the
floor ; and chairs, grates, and tables very unfuit.
able to the afpeét of the houfe, being all the furni-
ture. Here toe, was a deficiency of bells ; nor did
the people of the houfe thew any extraorcinary de-
fire to be attentive to their guefts, or fkill to at-
tend to them in a proper manner. One thing of
which they earneftly complained was a want of fuel.
They however, accommedated me with a comfort-
-able fire, both in the parlour and in my bed.room ;
which I found too agreeable after my dreary ride,
to remonfirate, next morning, when I found it
eharged, at an upufually high rate in my bull.

) Uuy 2 On
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- On this night, a meeting of farmers from the
neighbourhood happened to be affembled,—upon
the bufinefs, I was told, of fettling the divifion of
fome bankrupt’s effets. They had cheared them-
felves, in the courfe of the bufinefs with fuch geni.
al refre{hmcnts as the inn aﬁ”ordcd When 1 retir-
ed to reft, they were fitting down te fupper. Anq
they prolonged the fitting fo long after fupper, and
that with fo much noify mirth, that I was fqme hours
in bed before I could clofe my eyes in fleep. I heard
them become louder and louder, till, at laft; they
talked all together, and their articulation became in-
dlihnft I heard them carried or ﬁaggermg, one
by one to bed, as the powers of convivial enjoy-
ment were overpowered At length all was quxet i
and I fell afleep.

Long ere day, however, the farmgrs had flept
off their debauch and preparing to return home,
made not quite fo much nmfc, as whcn they went
to fleep, yet enough to break my reft. When
morning returned, the day was foul; but its dark
and ﬁormy complexion ferved to hexghtcn the ef-
fe&t of the furrounding fcenery. On the front of
the houfe, a torrent thandered foammg ‘down tha
prcapltous fide of an ‘oppofite hill. " Its ﬁr&m
was greatly increafed by the rains which had ‘fallen
~ in’the preceding day, and during the night, In,

. Do e el e D o
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pne part of its courfe, it formed an awful catara&,
Through the whole, it fell with fuch 1mpetuoﬁty as
to be almoft every where covered with white foam.
The hills rofe above with peaked tops. To one of
them the name of the Cobler had been given, in
the fancy that its fammit prefented Ju& the figure
of a travelhng ﬂxocmakcr Around the houfe s werg
fome ancient trees, whofe ragged, denuded afpc&
befpoke them to be only remains of the formep
beauties of the place. Loch Loung was fiill feen
from this ﬁtuatmn ; and the expanfe of the lake
feemed to foften fomewhat the harfh featpres of its
cnvn'ons

- Fre windows of the lower rooms of this inn, had
fuffered remarkably from the propenfity of travellers
to fcribble upon g]afs "1 could not help fecretly la.-
mentmg, at the fight, that fools cannot go on their
way without leaving mcmorxals of their dullnefs and
obifcenity on every panc of glafs that comcs undct
their hands. '

W fet out early in the forenaon, although the day
was Rotmy I had hopes, that it might yet be fair.
And although the ftorm might continue, yet fince fair
weather was not to be very confidently expected to-.
wards the end of O&ober ; it was neceflary for me.
to procccd- Loch Loung is here divided from Loch

, Lomond
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Lomond by only a narrow pafs, not exceeding, I
believe, two miles. This intermediate fpace is part-
ly fheltered and adorned with wood. The road,
too, is excellent. 1 proceeded, therefore, cheerfully
enough onward, to Tarbat.

I ENTERED not the inn at Tarbat. It has a defo-
late afpe@. It ftands nearly at the north-weftern
po‘int of Loch Lomond. On the oppofite fide of
the lake, partly within Stirling-thire, rifes the fa-
mous Ben-Lomond. Its figure is fomewhat coni-
aal It tewers up to a wonderful elevation. It
commands, confequently, a moft extenfive profpec,
firetching over the Firth of Clyde, and over fome of
the moft fertile and cultivated, as well as fome of the
rudeft counties in Scotland. Its fide adjacent to the
lake is finely fringed with wood. It feems covered
on other parts with herbage, fuch as may form a
fine pafture for fheep and black cattle. The feafon
was too far fpent to permit me to ftop, and climb to
its fummit ; had the day even been fo fair, as to
promife a full enjoyment of the profpeét after I
ﬂ;ould have afcended,

" AT Tarbat, two roads meet ; one that leads, in a
more fouth-eaftern direftion to Tayndrum; the
other, that by which I had come from Inverary. I
Procgeded down the wefterg edge of Loch-Lomond.

: Even
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Even now, the face and the environs of this lake re-
tained fome fhare of fading beauty. Perhaps, after
hearing it often and lavifhly praifed, I might be dif-
pofed to believe it beautiful, whatever its appearance.

Tre winding length of this lake is not lefs than
four and twenty miles. Towards the northern ex-
tremity it is narrowed. The bafes of the hills on the
weftern fide are covered with wood. A narrow, and
but a very narrow ftripe of level ground intervenes
between the termination of the hills, and the
brink of the hake. Cottages, fmail fields cultivated
for potatees and corn, and little fpots of richer foil
referved for gardens are fcattered at irregular dif
ftance, along this ftripe. Here and there, the land
fhoots out fmall points into the lake; which feem
commonly to be referved for meadow and pafture.
The highway is carried along the bafes of the im-
pending hills. Sometimes, it has been neceffary to
cut through a point of the declining hill, in for-
ming the road. The rocks are every where fchif-
tous; I think, we found fome foldiers bufy mend.
ing this road, at one place; at another, we met 2
drove of cattle condu&ed by Highland fervants,
wearing flibegs. As the forenoon had cleared up,
we were indeed met by fo many travellers, that we -
began plainly to perceive ourfelves to be now upon

the border of a cultivated and populous country.
At
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At aplace, on the bank of a river, defcendtig
from the weftern hills and. difcharging itfelf into
" ‘the lake, the name of which I learned to be Inver:
dig, 1 obferved two artificial hillocks, of a confider-
ablé fize, of that kind which are denominated moats:
‘Whether this may have been anciently d fcene of
-earnage, and thefe, the burial-plages of the flain ;—
‘or perhaps the facred fcené of religious folemnities,
‘and thefé hillocks, menuments of the piety of our
anceftors ;~—or pofliblya place for occafional mectings
for the detérmination of differences, and the diftri-
bution of jufticé,<«-I could not learn. But, they
#were, moft probably formed for fome one or other
of thefe three purpofes. The fight of them led me
%o refle€t on the fimplitity of the manners of .our
tnceftors, How very different the courts, the:tem:
ples, the funeral monuments of the prefent time?

* - Tux lake opétied widér beforé mé, .as I rode on:
‘The afpect of the furroundmg fcenery foftened. At
iength thofe wooded iflets which conftitute the chief
beauties of Loch Lomond appeared within fight:
The weftérn hills féethed at the fame time to recede,
and left between their bafes and the edge of the wa-
"ter, a greater extent of arable ground.  Older
wood alfo appeared to dignify the fcene, as I ap-
proached towards Lufs. And the whole landicape
thlblted - face of cultivation which' left nothing

but
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bt the Gaelic fpeech of the people whom I met,

and the Gaclic garb which thi¢ peafants wore, to re- -
tind me, that I.was yet within the confines of the

ngthldSo

Tax iffes feattered towards the fouthetn extremia

ty of Loch Lomond do indeed prefent a moft char<
ming fight. They are, foi the greater part, cover-
ed with wood. Some are ftocked with deer. Iam
not fure whether theré be not others inhabited by
rabbits. On.ofie ftand the ruins of ah old palace,
or rather ciftle of the family of Lennoxj oncé the
proprietors of a greéat patt of Lensioe ot Dumbar-
tonthire; within which I had now travelled from
Arroquhar. The trees growing upor feveral of
thefe ifles dre yews., They may poffibly have been.
firft planted theie, in the days when archery was in
lts full glory. The elaflicity and the clofe texture
_of the timber of tht yew, naturally recommended
it as the fitteft wood for bows,—of the growth of
thefe climateés; and when arfows were the chief
miffilé weapons, and war the chiéf occupation of
bur dhceftors ; it was an objec of the utmoft impor.
fance to them; to have proper materials for their
bows.

O ifle, towards the fouthern extremity of the
lake, and near its weftern edge rifes into a beautiful
You. L Xx little
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Little hill, and is finely planted with wood. It ig
the property of Sir Jamies Colquhoun of Lufs. .A:
Ratue of the guardian faint. of the place, St M*Kif-
Jock (who was at leaft efteemed fo, in the Popifh
times of Scotland) h;iving been accidentally found
in the adjacent.church-yard, or fomewhere in the
nefghbourheod ; the laft proprietor of the eftate of
Lufs'was fo much pleafed with the precious relic,
that he refolved to’ ftation the faint on the fummit -
of the above-mentioned infulated mount. In that
ftation, it might be fuppofed, that -the faint would
watch, with guardian care, over the houfe of Lufs
and its environs ; and from it he might convenient-
Iy enough have fthed, over thefe premifes, his facred
influence. At the time, however, when the inha-
bitants of Scotland were alarmed; left a toleration
“thight be extended to the Papifts among them, the
pealants in this neighbourhood, firuck with fudden
mdignation againft St MKiffock, btroke into the re-
i)oﬁfory where he was peaceably awaiting, the period
of his exaltation, and outrageoufly decapitated him,
- 2nd o-herwife mutilated his trunk, without bring-
tng him to any form of trial. The violated, muti-
Fated ftatue, thus rendered unfit for' the purpofes
for which the Lord of the manor had pioufly in:
. tended it, was then by his ordcrs, folemnly depofit-
ed in thie burial place of the C*¥*»,, .
' - AMone
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. Amonc the wood, upon the eftate of Sir James
LTolquhoun, towards the fouth-weftern extremity.of
the lake, is a good deal of holly. This timber, ig
confequence of the progrefs of our manufadtures,
cin now be difpofed of, to very.great advantage.
It is the beft timber for fhuttles, and all fuch .other
fmall inftruments of the arts, as muft be made of
wood—but of wood of the clofeft, hardeft textuze,
and i'ufcept,ible of the fineft polith,. The timber of
the yew anfwers for the fame purpofes. In the
fame neighbourhood, there is likewife a large growth -
of birches ; a fpecies of timber alfo fit, although in
an inferior degree, for the fervice of the arts which
flourith in the adjacent country, Here are likewife
oaks; and no Briton travelling through his coun:
try, can {fee an oak, witheut lamenting that the
planting of oak is every where fo much neglected ;
that {o few forefts of old oak are to be feen; and
that every growth of yeung oaks thould be fa eager-
" ly cut dewn for the bark, without care for the ufe-
- ful. purpofes to which the wood might be applied,
if preferved, till the tree fhould rife to matunty of
growth :

I HAVE already obferved, that the rocks through
this tract appeared to be fchiftous. They are fo
much fo in the neighbourhood of Lufs, that Sirt
james Colquhoun has, on his eftate, fome valuable

Xx2 flate-
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flate-quarries, which have been opened, -and‘arg
wrought,—as I fhould fuppofe, by their contiguity
to a populous country where therg is a firong fpirit
of building,~with great advantage to the propric.
tor.—~Scotland, rocky and mountainous as it i,
does not want flate quarries in many places where
the cutting of flates has never yet been attempted,
The time has not leng pafled, when the roofs of all
but the houfes of people of fortune were covered
with thatch. In thofe days the working of ﬂate
quarries could not have been extremely proﬁtablc.
The tafte in buildmg is now very different. Our
boufes are multiplied almoft in a tenfold proportion;
and every houfe muft now be covered with flates,
The flates ufed in many parts of Scotland are, I be-
lieve, imported from Wa}@ The Hebudlan xﬂe
of Efdaile affords alfo excellent flates which are ufcd
along the contiguous fhores. —Now it cannot feem
invidious to fuggeft, that we, in Scotland, would
do well to make the moft of thofe foffil treafurey
which nature has fcattered hberally through our
country,—and tlm chiefly where the has been leaft
liberal in clothing the furface with ufeful vegetables.
'Even although we could not ufe at home all the
flates which might be dug, it were yet propoer for
us to cut and prepare {lates for exportation. But,
it is fhameful to import flates for out buildmp.
when we can have abundance at home. -
il . ' §qc§
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- ‘Bocn were the appearances which caught my
#ye, the information which I gathered from acci.
dental paflengers, and the refletions which both
¢oncurred to fuggeft, as I approached the village of
Lufs. At Lufs I had hopes of feeing Mr Stuart, the
tlergyman of the parith whom I had known flight,
ly in Edinburgh; diftinguithed by his fkill in the
indigenous botany of .Scotland,—by his labours in
the tranflation of the Bible.into Gaclic,~and fill
more by his amiable manners.

' Luss to Dussazzon.

I ForromareLy found Mr Stuart at home. Thé
day did not admit of my wandering through the
environs with him, But, as I reached his houf¢
garly in the forenoon, I had the pleafure of his con-
yerfation, and experienced his ho{'pltahty, till late in
the afternpon, A neighbouring dergyman wasg
with him; And I eftcemed myfelf fortunate in the
ppportumty of enjoying and improving by their
converfation.

‘Mx StoanT’s tafte for Botany has mduced him té
gultivate his garden with unufal care and fondnefs.
It contains 2 great variety of indigenous plmts,
and of fuck curious foreign plants as ars fitted to
fnqlnrethcﬁcﬂcnefsandthe aufterity of our climate.

Tus
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. Tue Tranflation of the HolyScriptures inte Gaglic.
in which Mr Stuart has taken confiderablae fhare, is; a
. work that does high honour to the charity and the
piety of our country.and our age. Of the merits
of the Tranilation, as 3 literary work, I.am totally
unqualified to fpeak. But, in other refpeds, I can
¢ftimate its importance, The Gaelic Language is ins
deed faft lofing ground —ag the people to whom it
has been pecuhar, intermingle more and more with
their countrymen who fpeak a different language,
It might’ haze bgq_g"gl}?_ged Ntha‘t_ ﬁpqe the Gaelic'
was lofing ground fo faft, and fince moft of thofe
by whom it was ftill fpoken, were at pains to give
thejr children more or lefs of an Englith education;
—There was therefore no occafion for a Gaclic ver-
~ fion of the Bible; which by taking away one great
" neceflity that urged thefe people to learn Eng-
lith, would havea tendency to keep them longer ina
ftate of divifion from their countrymen. It might
- beurged farther, t that the fame principles upon which
the nghlanders had been prohiblted by the Legifla-
ture from wearing their ancient native garb,—con-
curred to recommend thé difcouragement of their
pative language : That, as the Gaelic ceafed to be
fpoken, thofe who now fpoke it, would come to have,
a freer mtercourfe with the ref} of thc nation, would,
€after fhake off thofe prc_]udlces whlch retarded their.

" improvement.
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fmprovement in induftry and civility, and would
foortet be indiftinguithably incorporated with the
reft of the ftate. From all thefe reafonings, it might
have been inferred with no fmall confidence, that it
were better not toaccommodate the Highlanders with
4 tranflation of the Bible into thieir native tongue.

BuT more folid reafons, and views more humane
prevailed. It was thought of confequence to formt
fome monuments which might preferve the me-
mory of the language of our fathers, after it fhould
ceafe to be commonly fpoken. It was confidered
that the purpofes of religion were of toohigh import to
be poftponed to the concerns of worldly policy; that
while the Englifh was gradually acquired, and the
Gaelic gradually loft by thofe people, they muft be
incapable to receive religious inftruction in the for-
" mer, and therefore if it were not adminiftered to
them in the latter muft, be abfolutely deprived of it. .
It was remembered, that, fince there was a neceflity
that ¢he minifters of parithes in which the Gaelie
was fpoken, thould preach in Gaelic,—it was there-
fore equally neceffary that the foundation of their
preachings fhould alfo be found in Gaelic. It was
confidered, that in an unknown tongue the oracles
of religion muft {peak in vain. Upon thefe views
was the tranflation of the facred Scriptures into
‘Gaelic, wifely and pioufly determined upon.

e | ~ ALTHouGw

o
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ALTHOUGH ignorant of Gaelic, I thould wifhi, 44
# perfon anxious for the prefervation of every va.
luable monument of antiquity, that a few others of
our moft claffical works were tranflated into this
language, and that encouragement were given tg
tpen of letters who underftand Gaelic, to produce
fome valuable compofitions in their native tongue.
‘The language would thus be preferved in all its com:
pifs and variety of phrafe. And it would furely be
a monument of antiquity highly valuable to the curi.
ous amotig our pofterity. Iknow not what might be
the mierits of Dr Shaw’s Grammar arid Ditionary:
His attempts were well-intended and highly lauds
able. But, he was difcountenanced and crufhed, }
. fufpe@, by thofe who ought to have been the firfk
to encourage and fupport him. K his Grammar
snd Diionary of the Gaelic Language be ill exes
cuted, I fhould think, that the refpectable Highs
Jand Societies in London and Edinburgh might em
ploy fome.eminent Gaelic Scholar to regulate the
dnalogy, and to colle® the treafures of tixeix language
in a new Grammar and Dicionary.

;. THe prejudices with which the Englifh refufed to
believe the ‘au-th:nticity.df Offian’s Poems are welf
known. 1know not if any thing has contributed {g
much toexcite their fufpicion, as the exorbitant claims
‘which the Tranflators and admirers of thofe pocms
. , have




PART OF SCOTLAND. 353
have inade, in their favour. They have produced them
" to the world as compofitions not only fingular in their
charater, but of peculiar excellence; proofs, at the
fame tinte, of genius, imagination, and feeling far fu-.
perior to what any other modification of favage life
has ever yet difplayed,—and of 4 cosre&t and fublime
morality in fentiménts and manners; fuch as favages
cannot well be fuppofed capablé to conceive.

THESE high pi'étcnﬁohs, on behalf of a Celtic bard,
“an anceftor of the inhabitants of the Scottifh High-
lands, naturally roufed the jealoufy of the Englith,and
of the Sdxon Scots. They inftantly attempted to conx
'¥iét thofe who offered the Poems td the Public Eye,
—of furgery, by thofe very qualities in the Poems;
_ on which they chiefly prided themfelves. . The arti«
ficial firucture, the rich Yet delicate imagery, the
tender fentiinents, the elévated inorality of the
Poems of Offian were haftily confidered by fome of
the moft eminent Literary characters in Ehglﬁnd,
as unequivocal proofs that they could have been
produced only in a polithed, enlightened age.

It muft bé confefled; that befide the high claims
which wete made in their favour, little artifices had
been employed to fet off the Poems, which f¢rved,
in fome meafure, to juftify fufpicions of their
authenticity: Thej bear in their texture rothing

Yor. L Yy which
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which can enable us to refer them with certitadé,
‘€0 any commemorated period in the Scottith Hiftory=
Yet attempts were made, evidently without any con+
fiderable’depth or accuracy of hiftorical, refearch, te
‘afcertain the zra of their compofition. It was afferted:
‘that fome of them had been preferved in manufcript ;
although no marufcripts of any of them could be
produced in other’ than Saxon, or Saxonifed Ro-
man characers. 1t was maintained, that the author’
of them, and the Herots, and Beauties whom they
celebrate, were unidoubtedly Scottifh; although there
- appears nothing en the face of the Poems themfelves,
from which it may not be as fairly inferred, that
they are Irith.—Difficulties, too, attended the collec~
tion of thefe poems which naturally had in a'certain
degree, the effect of rendering their genuinenefs fuf-
picious. Of the fame poem, one perfon remember-
ed' one part ; another perfon, a different part; the
twb wert either to be confidered as diftin& poems,
~—or to be coninected into one, while perhaps fome
lnes or f{entiments, ot circumflances were .loﬂ‘.
Tranflated, too, into the language of a people, far
removed in policy, in arts, in manners, in cuftoms:
from the condition and charatter of the people a-
mong whom they were originally compofed ; the
Tranflation muft unavoidably communicate a cha-
¥alter to the Poems, very different from that which
they poflefs in their native garb.
ALE
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Avry thefe circumftances confidered, it cannot
appear furprifing that fufpicions of the authenticity
of the Poems of Offian, theuld have occurred to many
.of thofe not particularly interefted in the fupport-af
4heir charadter. 1, for my part, after perufing a
;confiderable fhare of what has been written on both
dides of this literary queftion,—Remain fatisfied that
‘the Poems of Offian do indeed :exhibit a modifica-
stion of manners and a refinement of fentiment fingu-
Jar in the hiftory of favage life; That the age of
their compofition cannat now be afcertained, nor
‘s«an it be determined whether they are the compo-
fitions of Scotland or of Ireland; That they are in
Anany inftances mutilated fragments, pruned, or eked
.out by the Tranflater ; That fuch of them as exhibit
any confiderable regularity or complexity of ftruc-
-ture owe their form probably to the cares of the
-Tranflator ; That the Tranflator has connected their
“hiftory with a fuperficial and ill-founded theory of
the early part of the hiftory of Scotland; and they
haye not been given to the Public jn a form fufﬁcx-
ently fimple.

BuT, after declaring thefe fentiments, let me ‘
_add, that, with fo many problematical circumftances
againft them, I however efteem them ta be ynquef-
fiongbly genuine. Their firucture ftill poffeffes that
jimphcnty which marks every work of a rude, un.
Yyz enlightened
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enlightened people. The manners are marked by
the fame fimplicity. The pofitive cuftoms defcribed
or, alluded to in thcm, are equally the cuﬁoms of 3

- fimple race. The images are few, and the refem-

blances of that general caft, which marks always the
fimilitudes ufed by people unacquamted with all but
the moft firiking qualities. The religious notions
are, I think, thofe moft npatural to men who havq
reccived no foreign inftruion i in rehglon, and havq
not yet learned to make religious opinions the fub.

*-je€ts of ratiocination. . I believe, that the memonals
-of the ancient Welch manners, and the remains of

the ancient Welch poetry, prefent parallels to thc
Poems of Offian, and the " manners exhibited in
them. I think the quethn put by Dr Blair to Dr
Johnfon, on this fubje&, a very pertment one, and

" unanfwerable unlefs in the way of cavil, or in 2
-manner favourable to the chara&er of thefe poems:
"¢ Do you think, Sn:, that any man in the prefent

age could write fuch poems ?’~~The ingenious tranf-
lator is, at this time, as I underfland, engaged
in the publication of a very fp]endxd edition of the
Originals of Offian’s Poems, with a Latin Tranfla.
tion on the oppofite page. This mutft be a very ac-
ceptable prefent to all men of taﬂ;c, and to all claf-
fical fcholars, )

frox

. M
. A s & —
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-~ From an amiable Gaelic {cholar, I have infenfibly
deviated into a digreflion on Gaelic Literature, on
which I have little fkill to defcant. I fhall however,
leave the fubjeét toabler difcuffion ; ‘only obferving,
that delighted as I have been, wijth the perufal of
the Poems of Offian, interefted as I feel myfelf in
the prefervation of the ancient honours of my coun-
try, and pleafed as every benevolent mind muft na:
turally be with the thoughts of whatever may bé¢
contribute to fpread light and civilization over re.
gions into which they are but beginning to pene.
trate :—1I could not withhold myfelf from hazarding
the loofe obfervatlons which I have here ventured
to throw out. ' '

I pip nat leave Lufs till a late hour in the after.

poon. And had not.the weather been extremely
unpromifing, I might indeed have been induced to
linger there a day or two longer, to examine the
environs, to vifit the principal iflets in the lake,
and poflibly to climb Ben-Lomond. But, hopelefs
of the return of favourable weather, I was obliged
to forego thofe gratifications. -

For a part of the way from Lufs to Durnbarton,

] enjoyed the company of a very intelligent clergy-
man whom I had found, on a vifit, at Mr Stuart’s.
Thc road begms, 1mmcd1ately beyond Lufs, to
leave
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leave the wild mountains by which it is overhung be-
tween Tarbat and Lufs, and to pafs through a fer-
tile and cultivated country. Waod is plentifully
fcattered through all this -tra@, and highly orna-
ments it. The fields are divided with ftone-fences,
The fouthern extremity of the lake is feen to ad-
wantage, as the traveller pafles on. Its iflets have
a charming effe®. And the fcene is improved and
rendered more piturefque by the hjlls impending
on the caftern fide. '

Conceraine one place which ave pafled, my in.
telligent companion informed me, that Aschibald,
_firft, Earl lay, and afterwards, upon the death of .
his elder brother John, Duke of Argyle,—ufed to
thank God, that it made not a part of his eftates;
adding, that if it had, the fituation was fo inviting,
that he might have been tempted to ruin himfelf
by building a palace upon it.-

BuTt, night came on, and with the fall of night,
a fevere ftorm of wind and rain overtook us. We
proceeded along the rqad, the depth of which be-
fpoke the population and the bufy induftry of the
country. Here and there I could diftinguith lofty
trees amidft the woods, through which the road ocr
cafionally led. But, even here the houfes of the
poor feemed only hovels, affording very forry ac-
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commodation. We had left Loch Lomond behind
us, by the time when it became dark ; and our way
eontinued to lead us along the banks of the Leven,
although not always clofe upon the river-fide.

Tue banks of the Leven are the Claflic ground of
Scotland. Somewhere in the neighbourhood was
the feat of the ancient clan of the Buchanans; and
here was born the famous George Buchanan, one
of the earlieft flowers of Scottith Literature. The
works and the circumftances of the Life of George
Buchanan are very generally known. He was early
diftinguifhed by his proficiency in Claflic Literature.
The freedom and feverity of his fatire foon render-
ed him obnoxious to the monks who were, at that
time very powerful i Scotland, and whofe wealth
and loofenefs of manners naturally fubjected them
to fatire. Fleeing from their perfecution, he fpent
a confiderable part of his life in the fituation of a
fchool-mafter in different places in France and Por-
tugal. He had eminently diftinguifhed himfelf by
his Literature, when the fall of his old enemies,
the monks, and the unfettled ftate of his fortune
abroad, induced him to revifit Scotland. He be~
came an a&ive partizan of the enemies of Queen
Mary, was placed in the fituation of Tutor to James
VL. had the honour, although a Layman, of being
Moderator of the General Aflembly of the Church

- of
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" of Scotland, and was even appointed Lord Privy:
Beal. He died in a good old age, honoured and
lamented by his countiymen, and by all the friends
of Claffical Learning thr6ughout Europe.

" His works are vety much varied in their charac:
ter. In all, his Latinity is wonderfully pure; als
though in my eftimation, lefs fo, in his poetry than
in his profe. His hiftory, were not the information
which it contains, incorreét in the beginningy
through national prejudites, and through the want
of careful refeatch, and ih the latter part, through
the mifreprefentations which he feems to have wil
fully made, undet the influence of party-fpirit,—is
- one of ‘the firft hiftorical compofitions that any age
- has produced. His tragedy of Jephtha has very
confiderable merit; but he has not rifen to great
fublimity of compofition in any of the choral odes:
The licentious pieces intermingled among his fmaller
poems, feem to prove that his youth had not beest
paffed in the moft uncorrupted innocencé. And
yet, this proof is at beft, but an equivocal one:
Dryden, although licentious in his poetry, was a
man of pure morals. I have always thought Bu- -
chanan’s verfion of the Pfalms toe paraphraftic:
But it was performed as a tafk; at the injunéion of
the Portugucfc CIergy ; and poflibly not con amore:
AROTHEW
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ANOTHER man of great name in literature who
was born on the banks of the Leven, was Smollet.
He was of a refpe@able family ftill feated in this
aeighbourhood. Heffwas bred to medicine. Either
 natural paffion fer literature, or difappointment in
.the purfuits of his original profeflion, or pofiibly fome
other circumitances,—engaged him to commence
author, - His firft productions were a tragedy on
the fubject of the death of our James L. feveral well-
known novels, and fome odes. His odes are certainly
among the firft in the Fnglifh language. His novelg
poflels uncommon excellence. . His hiftory of Eng-
land is well-written, but with too little accuracy of
" xefearch.  He was, I believe, the original canduc.
tor of the Critical Review. His Humphrey Clin,
ker is one of the moft pleafing of his works. He
wrote for fome time in defence of Lord Bute’s ad-
miniftration ; but could not {upport it ; -and I fap.
pofe that Lord Bute did net very generouily reward
his unavailing fervices. A pillar to commemorate
his fame and his relation to this vicinity, waseredted .
on the bank of the Leven, near the highway, by the
late Commiffary Smollet, N

Lo KD Narier,-the celebrated inventor of the Lo-
ganthms, was alfo born fomewhere in the fame
;mghbourhood.

Zz . Tax
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THE banks of the Leven are at prefent a bufy
fcene of chearful induftry. The bleachfields on this
river have now for a confiderable number of years
been famous. Thefe bleachfields are conne@ed with

“the manufacture of yarn, of hncns, and of lawns,
for which this country has long bcen celebrated,
and with the mapufa&utc of cottons, which having
been introduced here, not very many. ycars fince, is
profccutcd with aﬂ'ondhmg mduftry and fuccefs
A rural fcene of manufa&unng induftry i is truly a
pleafing ﬁght to every Briton whe withes well to
his country. No fewer than four different compa-
nies from Glafgow have bleaching-works here; Stir-

lmg & Co.—Tod & Co .—Black & Co.—Watfon & -

Co. —The value of the goods annuaﬂy prepared here
is unmenfe It is not ﬁmply blcachmg that is here
carried on, The prmtmg of whité’ cotton ftuffs
chiefly, is 2 branch of induftry carried on by thefé
nufa&urers, with no lefs. enterpnze ‘than the bleach-
ing Of thefe goods, great quantmes are'exported
to the Weft Indles and from our fettlernents in
the Weft Indies, no fmall thare of the exports ta
that quarter are fmugglcd into Spanith Americi.
Indxgo is one artlcle, among others, recewed in re.
turn.

IT is chiefly fince the termination of the Amcrl-
can war,’ that thc fpmt of manufa&ure has given a
ncw
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hew afpe to this country, has augmented its popula~
tion, quickened its induftry, enlarged its opulence,
and by promdting the citculation of this opulence
through all hands; given even to the pooreft the en-
joyment of a very great proportion of the convenien~
cies and luxuries of life. Before that period, the mer-
chants of Glafgow employed their capitals principally:
in the American Trade; purchafing goods for the
Americadt market, wherever they might happen to be
prepated ; dnd importing, in return, American pro=
dudtion for the Britifh market. The American war,
by interfupting this trade, produced no fmall alarm
and diftrefs in a country almoft entirely dependent
tipon it: When the war ceafed, the merchants of
Glafgow, eager to regain their old market, poured.
their goods into America, with inconfiderate hafte.
The confequence Was a difadvantageous fale, follow-.
ed by fraudulent ¢vafions of payment. This was
a fecond evil which Glafgow and its neighbourhood
fuffered from the American war. About the fame
time, the cotton-manufaéture began to {pread. itfelf
through England; and to find its way into Scotland.
So promifing a franger was warmly received here.
‘The capitals, the induftry, the mercantile enter.
prize of the country, were foon direted into the
channel of this manufacture. Every year gave the
cotton-ftuffs of Britain new advantages-to enable
them to rival or excel thofe of India. The Com.-

Z7 2 mercul
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mercial Treaty concluded with France in the ye’
»786 was farther favourable to:it. A fmall tem.
porary inconvenience did indeed follow, inmediate-
ly after the conclufion of that Treaty.. So fanguine’
were ideas conceived of its advantages, that feveral:
rath fpeculations in the cottosn trade encouraged by
thefe, iffued in bankruptcy. But, this unfortunate:
et was momentary. The nature of the com-
thercial treaty, with the advantages and: the difad- -
vantages attending it, foon came to 'be fo'thoroughly:
known to the Merchants, that they could avail them-
felvesof theformer, withoutrifkinganything through:
rath fpeculation. The difturbances in France, when-
they firft arofe, were alfo favourable to the advance~
ment of our cotton manufa&tures. They interrupt~
ed manufatturing induftry on the  Continent, and‘
thus freed us from rivalry, which we thould other.
wife have been obliged to meet in the marKet. Is
their continuance and progrefs, however, the fame'
difturbances feem rather to thréaten the profperity
of our manufifires. The extenfion of them to the’
French Weft India- iflands has-already greatly en-
hanced the price of raw cotton. And the poverty
. which huft enfue on the Continent; in confequence’
of the ravages of the French, and the ceflation of:
almoft all induftry, muft render our continental cuf-
tomers unable to make fuitable returns for the goods
which they need from us. But, perhaps the inter-
: B pofitions
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pofition of the Britith Nation may bring the wai’
to a fpeedy iffue, and reftore to the French Nation, -
and their Continental neighbours embroiled with
them, the bleflings of tranquillity and civil order..

EasTwarD from the fouthern extremity of Lock
Lomond is a feat of the Duke of Montrofe, which
}did not fee. In the fame neighbourhood, but ot
the oppofite fide, is Rofencath, a feat belonging to/
the Duke of Argyle. Bonbill, the feat of the family
ef Smollet, flands on the banks of the Leven. Leven'
Lodge, the feat of Lord Stoneficld, ftands on the
éaftern bank df the river, at a fmall diftance above
Pumbarton. Thefe environs-are adorned with fe~
veral other villas which the darknefs of the night
hid from my view. For fome lenigth above Dum~
barton, the whele fcehe 6n both fides of the high-
way, feems ene large, firaggling village. Such is’
the population occafioned by the manufadtures! The'’
Boufes feemed neat ; and the light from the win<
dows contributed greatly to' chear and illuminate’
the darknefs around me. The roads, too, were
thronged with carts, and- with paflengers on foot
and on horfe-back. It might be'about eight in the
evening when I arrived in Dumbarton.

 Dow:
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DumMmBARTON. :

. DUMBARTON is oné of the moft ancient towns
in Scotland. It is faid to have been once the capitat
of a kingdom of the Britons eftablithed in the vale
of Clyde. . The particular fimits of this kingdom I
cannot {pecify. ~ But, its efiftenice is nowife problem-
atical. It feems to have confifted of a remnant of the/
Britons, who maintained themfelves in this fettle-
ment, after the Romans had withdrawn their forces
from the ifland; when the Scots and Pi&s over-ran
the northern parts of what had been occupied by the
Romians and the Britons living under their protec-
tion, and all the fairer fouthern diftricts were ufur:
ped by the Saxons: . 4

. Azczdis was then the name of this ancient ¢capis
tal of the Stratclydenfes.  'Whether it was feated on
the fituation of -the prefent town, or not perhaps
rather within the precinés of the caftle, I know
not. Although there were no record to inform us
that the rock on which the cafle ftands, was in an-
cient times occupied as a ftrength, we might eafily
infer fo much from its form and afpe&.

CoNTEMPORARY with the Britifh kingdom of
Stratclyde was the kingdom of the Eaft-Angles in
Northumberland. Its limits- were not confined to

the
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the prefcnt Northumberland but is extended a conﬁ-
derablc ‘way through the fouthern parts of the prefent .
Scotland, contained in the Roman province of Valen< -
tia. Hence were thofe Saxons neighbours to the
Britons of Stratclyde In that age, the natural con-
- fequence of their being ncaghbours, was, to make
them mutual enemies. Had it even been otherwxfe
hoftility was natural between the expellcd or fub-
jugated Brxtons, and the Saxons who had ufurped
their ancient territories. The Saxons therefore con<
tinued to harafs the Britons-of Stratclyde, till-in
the year 756, Alcluid, the .cépltél' was furrendered
to Egbert, king of Northumberland. The Britons
do not feem howevcr, to have been exterminated
in confcquence of the conqueft, or expelled from
the territory. Some charters granted by Scottifh
kmgs, after all thefe diftri@s had fallen under the
dominion of the Scots, mention the Stratclydenfes, as
a people fill, in fome fort dlﬁm& from then‘
- heighbours. . A

THe caftle, or at leaft the rock on which it is
feated, muft have been always an important ftrength.
In the earlieft, authentic records of Scottifh hiftory;
it is mentioned as the feat of a garrifon. The tradi-
tion of the place 1s, that conne&ted with it, was a
watch-tower on a contiguous rock, called Drumbuck,
and another én the fummlt of Ben-Lomond—This

infulated
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infulated rock feems to have been once the crate
of a volcano. It canfifts of columns ; and of thefe,
feveral huge fragments have beenbroken off, and have
fallen to the ground, by the injuries of time. In
the contefts between the Scots and the Englith, when
the Edwaids thought to have added Scotland to
England and Wales, Dumbarton-caftle was efteem-
£d a ftrength of the utmoft confequence. It was
the fcene of fome of the heroic exploits of our fa-
amous Wallace. In the civil diffenfions which dif-
tracted Scotland in the fifteenth century, Dumbar.
#on caftle was occafionally a prifon for ftate-criminals,
Jn 1591 it was taken by a firatagem equal in bold-
nefs, and in artifice, tg amy in hiftory. - As the
mannars of the Scots hawe {oftened, and as the ope-
rations and inftruments of the ast of war have been
changed; the caftle ¢f Dumbarton has become of
" Jefs confequence as a place of military ftrength. It
is not however deferted ; and ﬁandmg, as it does,
towards the mouth of the Frith of Clyde, wlnch i
commands it were folly to dcfcrt it.

«I viﬁted this ancient fortrefs. It is garrifoned by
3 few invalids. I was ftruck with the venerable
air, the ere& carriage, and the chearfulnefs of the
old foldiers. One, who condu&ed me through the
works, pretended to thew me, in an artificial pond,
3 trout, which ke fajd, had lived here for cighteen

years,
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years. I looked with eager eyes, but could not-
- difcern his trout. We climbed up a great many-
fteps, and through two ancient iron gates, to the-
{fummit of the rock. The gates he defcribed to be as
ancient an eretion as the days of Wallace: And from
the confideration of the manner in which the bars ap-
peared to beé eaten away by the action of the air and
moifture, I am inclined to believe that he told the:
truth. On the fide of the rock by which we af--
cendéd, were fome patches which had been laid
with earth, and fown with feeds, or planted with-
fruit-bearing fhrubs. The expofure was very fa-
vourable to vegetation ; the mould was rich; and
the fpots were afliduouily watered : ho garden could
be more fertile. On the fummit, we entered firft
the barracks occupied by the garrifoni. I was plea-.
fed to fée that every thing here was wonderfully
clean dnd comfortablée. The invalids, too, who oc.
vupied it, feemed not unfatisfied with their fituation.
The gunrer’s houf¢ is likewife the armoury. It is
but a {fmall quantity of arms that is here to be feen: .
but {mall as it is, I fhould think, that they might
be kept in better order, and depofited in fome more
fuitable fituation. The gunner’s garret is the only
armotury in Dumbarton-caftle: I was next led a-
inong the ruins of fome old fortrefles, now neglec-
ted, or demolithed, that the materials might be ap-
~Voa L .. . Aaa . plied

.
- .
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plied to other ufes.. With fome of thefe was affoci~
ated the remembrance of the’ renowned Wallace,
and of mighty feats performed. In a more elevated’
fituation are watch-towers, fo centrived, that the
watchman might in fafety furvey from them almoft-
every objett within the horizon.: It was here that'
L was informed of the correfponding watch-towers:
which once'ftood on Drumbuck, and the height of
Ben Lomond. Only the fouth-eaftern point of the
Lill is now occupied; the other, rifing, on the
north-weft, to a loftier elevation, is at prefent ne- '
gleted. T 'was firuck with the obfervation of the
amazing firength-and thicknefs of the ancient walls =
How very different from thofe of the thewy, un-
fubftantial buildmgs which are, now a-days, run up
by our {peculating mafons. and architeéts on one
week, that they may fall down en the next? No:
wonder, however, that thefe.ancient fortifications:
of Dumbarton-Caftle, battered as they have been by
Beficgers, and by the injuries of time, fthould be
ctumbling down, nerwithftanding all their mafly
firength ; fince even the rock on which they are
feated, has fuffered by the operation of the fame
caufes. It feems to confift, as I have already men-.
tioned, of an irregular aflemblage of irrégular co-.
lumns: Each column, again of fo many feparate: .
pillars, piled vertically upon each other, and jointed:
together. Now the irregularity of the firucture:of
the
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the columns, the loofe affemblage in which they are
thrown together, and the loofenefs of the jundétures
of the different pillars of which they confift, all to-
gether render them little lefs liable than the walls -
built upon them to fink under the injuries of time.
They hove fuffered greatly. Large fragments lie .
fcattered at the bafe of the rock: others impend in
fuch threatening attitudes, that a fpeator can hard-
* 1y look up or down upon them, without fear and
horrer.—It is on the level fpace between the two
heads of the rock, that the prefent barracks and the
gunner’s houfe ftand. The gunner has a fmall gar-
den for pot-herbs, befide his houfe. But, this is as
unfavourably fituated for the advantages of fun and
thelter,—as the patches of garden-ground belonging
to the commanding officer, and lying on the fouth-
weftern declivity of the rock are -favd,urgbly fituated,
The plants in the gunner’s garden feemed therefore
hardly to vegetate. Their appearance was moft
pitifully ftunted and withered. On the higher of
. the two eminences which crown this rock, my con-
duétor informed me that the Commanding Officer
of the garrifon had once attempted to plant a colony
of rabbits. The cats from the neighbouring town,
however, fo annoyed them, that he was obliged to
. abandon all hopes of accomplithing the ,propofcd ef- :
tablithment. .
Aaag THE
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- THe profpe@ from the height of this rock is exe
tenfive and delightful. On one fide are the town of
Dumbarton,—a part of the courfe of the Leven with
its rich and animated banks,~and in diftant view
the lofty mountains which intervene between Loch-
Lomond and Loch Loung, on the one hand,—op-
pofed on the ather by the majeftic elevation of Ben-
Lomond. Turning foythward, and looking up the
courfe of the Clyde, the fpetatar beholds this nobla
ftream, probably crowded with veflels, and having,
on either bank, rich, cultivated ficlds, ‘clegant vil-
las, eftablifhments of manufa&urmg induftry, and
affemblages of trees fcattered here and there, in eve-
ry diverfity of form; the furface, too, is greatly
varied in its level; where the country runs to the

" north-weft, to join Ben-Lomond.~—~Turning to the
_ north-weft you behold the Clyde advancing with
Increafing majefty to pour itfelf into the Frith di-
ftinguithed by its name. And #ill, as it advances,
its progrcfs difplays a ncher fcene of vdl'els coming
and going, of cultivated fields, and of hand{ome,
or {nug houfes, thickly fcattered on either fide. In
the angle between the Leven and the Clyde rifes a
fine hill, the front of which was at this txme covera-
ed with corn in thocks; ;——behind was grazing
ground overfpread in part, with whins, furze, and
broom ; beyond which I obferved trees: and feve-
73l neat houfes were {cattered round. On the quar-

ter
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ter immediately oyer the town ftood a houfe, the
Megance of the appearance of which, induced me to
afk who the proprietor might be. I learned, that
he was a lawyer. And from this fa& alone a tra
weller might fafely venture to conclude that there ig
as well wealth as bufinefs in the circpmjacent coun<
try. Wherever the lawyers, pradtifing before the
the therriff-courts, are men of fortune or confidera-
fion, one may fafely infer, that there muft be a good
deal of commercial bufinefs, of one fort or another,
done in the neighbourhood, to producc litigations
and that there muft be money to pay the exp..nccs

of hnganon,

" Tue phin between the town of Dumbarton,
~ gnd the rock on which the caftle ftands, is divided
into fmall parks; affd thefe are fenced with thorm
hedges, fheltered within dry ftone walls. The
ground po{feﬁ'ed by the inhabitants of the town
will, no doubt, bring no inconfiderable rent for
the acre. But what might be the particular fum, §
ncgle&ed ta enquu'e. '

THE principal ftreet of the town of Dumbartos
feemed to me to have an air of decayed grandeur:
ft might perhaps be, becaufe my imagination was
gheated by the veneration which I had been previ-
‘ guﬁy taught to entertain for its anthmty th,

- the
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the time was, when it ferved, in fome fort, asa
fea-port to Glafgow. Greenock and Port-Glafgow
were not then fo confiderable as they have fince be-
come. Here are three gla(s-houfes, the property of
Glafgow merchants. The cotton-manufature flou-
rithing through the whole neighbourhood, makes
the labouring people, if not rich, at leaft comfort-
able. It was on a Saturday night I reached Dum-
barton. - I was too much fatigued to get up early
enough, next morning, to attend divine fervice in
the church. It was on the Sunday forenoon there-
fore, that I wandered round the environs, and vi-
fited the caftle. As I returned to the inn, I met
the congregation juft leaving the church. The
. children, in confiderable numbers, were among
them, with their bibles under their arms. The
whole company whom I had met, wore in their af-
pe& a decent air of devotion, becoming the fan&i-
ty of the day, and the folemnity of the fervice in
which they had been engaged. They were dlad in
comfortable, and, many of them, even in expenfive
clethes. But the fafhion appeared in my eyes ef-
ceedingly awkward, and, in fome manner peculiar
to themfelves. The men were ftout, but coarfe fi-
gures. The women I thought fingularly homely,
not to fay ugly. Indeed of all the places I have vi-
fited, I fhould be inclined to diftinguifh Dumbarton
# the {eat of female homelinefs. But, this is a qua,

ey
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lity with which female virtue delights to dwell ; it
may be fuppofed that the good womien of this an~
cient burgh are chafte as they are homely. The

Church being now emptied, I ftrolled into the"

Church-yard. It was filled with grave-ftones of va-
rious forms and ages; but I could perceive no very
remarkable monumental curiofity. By the infcrip-
tions on the grave-ftones, however, I could learn
that Buchanan and Macfariane are two of the moft
common firnames in this place. Colquboun is ano-
ther which often occurs. The Clans of thefe names
were, in the days of Scottith Clanﬂmp, feated in the
neighbourheod.

DumsarToN ‘is the chief town in the county of
Lennox or Dumbarton. Its fchool was once famous.
I know not whether it ftill continues to produce
fuch excellent fcholars as in former times. Ithould
" fuppofe, that as the induftry and opulence of the
circumjacent country continue to increafe, and as
the Weft Highlands are peopled and improved,

barton ‘may become more confiderable than it
is at prefent. I obferved indeed a number of new
houfes on the weft fide of the Leven, and others
alfo upon the fouth-caft quarter of the town.
The fame caufes which have begun to enlarge the
extent of this place, may ptobably continue their

apemuon.
To
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. .

To Grascow:

WE at length Ieft Dumbarton, and proceeded uyf
the eaftern bank of the Clyde to Glafgow: Near
the town which we had left, the plin was divided
by hedges and ftone-feices into ficlds which feemed
to be caref'ully cultivated. Wheat, oats, barley;

_with fome flax are the crops chiefly raifed in this

neighbourhood: The natural fward has in many
places, yielded to the culture of foreign - grafles:

_ Under thé rock of Drumbuck, which I have alres:

dy mentioned, as fronting Dumbarton Caftle, is
now a printing dnd bleachfield. As it was Sunday,

I met many people on the road, fome travelling,

others firolling the adjacent fields, and others agair
fauiitering at the doors of the lLittle hedge-ale-hou-
fes. Thecy were all clean, and even well drefled ;

“and as I proceeded, I thought, I could obferve that

&oarfenefs of features which I had remarked at
Dumbarton; to give place to fomething mo

‘beauty and expreflion. Late as it was in the feas
f{on, the fcene was finely animated, and even beaus
tiful, in comparifon with the wild fcenes among
which I had lately wandered. On the dedlivity of
the hitls which I had upon my left hand, phntations

of trees of various ages, were irregularly.fcattered.

Amidft
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Amidit thefe, I could occafionally difcern the front,
the gabel, the roof, ot the chimnies of an, hand-
fome villa. Where. the woods opened, corn-fields
not yet entirely cleared of their crops, were com-
mwonly interfperfed. Where nothing but open paf: .
ture-ground appéaréd; -yet evén.there, although
crags might rife above, the general colourof the
furface was no unpledfing, yellowing fhade of green.
Towards the river, the profped was yet.more agree.
able. The whole way-fide was thickly fet, fomes
times with fingle houfes, and at other times with
finall clufters together. . Wherever the plain ftretchs
€d to any confiderable extent beeween the heights
and. the river;. it was adorned with drnamented
farm-houfes—fermes srnees—or with villas on a lars
ger fcale, each with its little decorated domain lying
around it. On the farther bank of the river, the
feene was not lefs naturally beautiful, nor did it ap«
pear to poflefs fewer of thefe ornaments, which po~
pulation, wealth, art, and induftry fpread over the
urface of the earth. I particularly recolleét the un-
ual afped of one very thowy, clofe upon the eaf-
tern bank of the river. When I afked its name, I
Jearned, that it was called Frifky-hall. It was illu-
minated and/painted, and dight up in that tafte
which miftakes finery for elegance.
. Vou. L - Bbb o Ar



% JOURNEY THROUGH

AT 1o great diftance from’ “Dunibarton “findy
Danglafi-caftle; a fortrefs of fome note in, ‘the Scot-

. tifh hiftory. "How changed the afpeét of thefe fcenes?

—-kow alteredthe manners of their inhabitants from
what they werg when the caftles of Dunglafs and of
Dumbartop were.the important-places in this vici-
nity; when hulsting wild ‘amimals, tending domefti-
cated ones, fowing ahd reaping fome very fmall

. quantities .of-grain, taking a:.few fifhes; and plun-
~ dering their heighbeurs—were all the arts, and all the

modes of induftry which the people knew.? :Caftles
and fortrefles are ow places of comparatively fmalt

- eonfequence v “Infiead "ef wear.being the common

trade, the arts of war are lefs known, to the . people
in general,. than the mechanic or fine arts of the la-
teft invention or improvement were to our forefa-
tlers : No modes of attack or defence, but.thofe of
litigation: are known : Hunting is almoft as little
pradtifed as the art of war : Sedentary induftry is
the general employment; And all the envied enjoy<
ments confift in fedentary luxury. ’

. Sucu were the defultory reflé@tions which arofe
in my mind, whenever the objedts which appeared
before. me, could not entirely engrofs my attention.:
Few monuments. of .antiquity occurred, to attra®
my notice. Thefe have been either defiroyed, for
the moft part, by the injuries of time; or it may be

that




L4

PART OF SCOTLAND., 39
that they are ncw obfeured, although: perhaps ftil
xxifting, by the more fplendid creations of the tafte
and opulence of the.prefent time.: It i3 .indeed, in
a country which has continued to improve in wealth
and population, that’the monuments of antiquity

.are leaft permanent. When the fohs gife above the

wealth and the ingenuity of their fathers, they defpife
their arts, their pleafures, and their works. They
alter the cuftoms which thofe eftablithed ; ‘they pull .
down the ftruéures which they reared, to raife
others more’ ftately where they ftood ; They confe-
.crate their tombs with no fuperftitious reverence’;
Nor ‘are they reftrained from violating their altars,
‘by any thing of religious awe. But, where fuc-

- «ceeding generations have degenerated from the

glory, and dedlined from the fplendour of their in-
ceftors; where a country once-the feat of art and
-opulence has been defolated; where pofterity, if
they have not greatly declined from the dignity of
the charadter of their fathers, have atdeaft advanced
but little above it :—There will the-works of an-
tiquity be preferved with pride and reverence-;
Here will every thing be refpe&ed; that-tends to re-
flect upon the fucceffors. fome part of the glory of
their predeceflors: And:if by a decline in tafte, in
knowledge, and in fentiment, they fhall have- be-
come too ftupid to eftimate aright the merits of
thofe monuments which preferve among them the

Bbb 2 . . memory
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memory of better times,——yct their aown works
are all too paltry to obfcure thofe whxch preferve thc
remembrancc of thelr pragcmtors.

As I advanced, I remarked, an my left hand 2
ridge of crags, the name of ‘which I learned, upon
-enquiry, te be Klrkpatrxck Helghts,—as that of the
the gently floping declivity between thofe crags and
‘the highway—is—the Braes of Kirkpatrick. - “This
Kirkpatrick is a parifh, named from the celebrated
St Patrick, a Britith Scot, who paﬂcd over from
Stratclyde and preached Chrxi’uamty to ‘the Irith.
Patrick is faid to have been a native of this nc:gh-
bourhogd. The church of this parifh has been an-
ciently dedicated to him. Tt feems’to’ have been
an edifice’ of fome extent and confequencc in' the
times when the parifh churches of Scotiand had Lit-
-tle Ratelinefs or magmﬁcenéc to tecommend them.
1 obferved, too, fome funeral monuments in the
church yard——wluch is clofe by the way:fide, more
(‘unouﬂy finifhed, than thofe which Gmy dcfcnbcs
in thefe hnes e

¢ Yet, even thefe bones from mfult to prote&

Some frail memorial fill erected nigh,

‘With uncouth rhimes and artlefs fculpture deck d

Implores the paﬂing tnbute ‘ofa ﬁgh :

el FreM
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» From Kmkpatrm% to Glafgosd, -the country. is ihll

mmr and moke. t]nckly fot with houfcs., the . ﬁc}ds
anc ‘more md ore fnhdwxded and at the famﬂ
time, . more 'and :mare orname:ntcd the cOun;ry
feems indeed to run, by an mfenﬁble gradation
inte the town, fo as to leave it difficult for a ih'ane
ger to dlfcerﬁ exadtly Wherc thc town ends and
the oountry hegms. '

As Lpraceeded, I faw fqme mﬁances of the 114
cence of a Glafgow Sunday ‘ The time was, when
ﬂhc inhabitants ufed to fan&:lfy the Lord’s day wnth
‘peculiar folemnity,’ nay even with a’ degree’ of fu.
perftitious revergnce. "None might neglett due at.
tendance at. chisrch : nonpe nught faunte,r carelefsly
through the ﬂreets convivial gnjoyment could be
jndulged in, only under the mafk of religion; the
ardour of a man’s devotion, and the corretnefs of
his morility were eflimated by the zeal with-which
he liftened’ to ‘ong fermons, uttered or joined in

- "Iong prayers, and maintained what was fancied a
a'ehglous anﬂzenty of afpect and deportment.—-Thofe
days are paft. "In the progrefs of its population,
induftry, ‘and rcﬁncmcnt, Glafgow "has loft much’
of its ancient piety. All ranks of its inhabitants
féem now to confider Sunday, 2s a day they may
'lawfully dedicate to amufement. ‘The more worth-
Jdefs and lmcntmns part of :the labouring’ artizins

k,a [
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fpend the evening of Saturday, all Sunday, and the:
forenoon of Monday,. in .that diffipation and, riotg
the means .of which, the wages of the foregoing
week have enabled them to purchafe. Thofe of this
clafs whofe manners are fomewhat lefs profligatas
make Sunday excurfions into the country, vifit
their friends and acquaintance, and chear them-
{felves with a dinner more comfortable than ordina-
ry. Thereis yet a third divifion of men in the
fame fituation, who indeed go to church for fome
part of the day, and perhaps read a page or two
of the bible or fome other pious book at home, but
think it reafonable to give the far greater part of
the day to amufement of what they deem an harm:
{efs nature. The imanufadurers and merchants, if
-obliged to fpend the foreneon. in their counting
rooms, make a point however, of appropriating the
afternoon and evening. to convivial enjoyment,—
awith the abftra&tion,of a fhort interval, in which
rifing, in gay fpirits, from the table, they repair to
the Tontine Coffee-hopfe to talk over the news of
the day, and the tranfactions of the week, and to
make up parties-for fupper, or for fome future din-
-aer. - ;’happily, not detained by bufinefs in the fore-
-noon ; they make parties to ride out into the.coun-~
‘try, and to dine at fome inn, or perhaps at the vil-
Ja of fome friend, or of the rambler’s own. The
dmner 15 a gay onc; . the conyiviality béing nowie
- - commonly
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2 edmuionly return, ‘in ip.2dp i{pirits, to town~~The
¢+ reftrained by the fanétity of the ddy, and theparty
3 tlerks, thop-men, and apprentices maké this no lefs 2
day of rgcreationsthan their mafters. On the Sunday;
the clerk-and thie thop-mian-hire-horfes, put on boots
and fpurs, and fally out like {b many knights-ers
rant, to exhibit:themfelves as gentlemen, on the
highways, and at the inns and country villages.
Having but one 'day in feven, -oh.which to.aét in
this high’ charadter, they are willing to make tho
moft of that feventh day. Théy accordingly ride out

in the moft furious manser, if they have been learns

ed to fit on horfeback, befpatter the foot-paflengers,

' acgoft.and abufe every civil ftranger they may hapy
pen to meet, get drunk at the inns, fwear at the
landlord and waiters, and retyrn. homewards in all
the glory of drunkennefs, vulgarity, and infolence.

- T'HAD occafion to remark, on the highway, as [
drew . near to- the- city of Glafgow, appearances
enough to jultify all that I have here faid. I was
unlucky enough te fall in with two young men who
feemed to be of the laft of the defcriptions above-
mentioned. Not being of a temper to enter eager-
~ Jy.into converfation with ftrangers, I paffed them ci-
vily ; flackening my fpeed as I paffed them : and then
renewing the round trot at which I had been before’
siding. 1 was foon furprifed, however, to hear the
- gentlemen



4% . JOURNEY THRQUGH

gentlemen whom I had ‘left beliind, ride furmnﬂy
after-me. I held in myhorfcthattheymlghtpnﬂt
They pafled, but immediately halted, fo that I'coudd
pot avoid overtakm.g them, Still unwxlhng to join
company with them, I again paffed,. but was foon
again overtaken. 1 then determined to ride on, a8
before 1 had firft come up withi them, carelefs whzs
tlmr with, bcforc, of behind them. But, they péw.
fifted to teize and pu'fcaitc me, by one little art;
or another, till my pat:lence was exbauffed, and my
fortitude fubdued: 1 addrefled them gently and
fubmiffively ; and by foothing their pride and petu-
lance, was then fuffered to ride.on quxctly in ¢oms
pany with them. Such dre the incidénts which a
traveller cannot well avoid meeting with, on aBube
My, in the vicihity of this city, .. - SR

i H.ilvz'ﬁﬁd that, the héarér the city, fo much
the greater was the profofien of villag and of mini-
ature pleafure.grounds furrounding them: I with.}
¢ould add, that fo much the more did the tafte of
the houfes and the grounds feem to improves But,
1 am, in truth, afraid that the envirous of Glafgow
exhibit fome inftances of that falfe tafte which has
been fometimes lai to the charge of opulent citi-
zens. The wood was commonly difpofed in belts
with a regular alternation of unplanted ftsipes,. fo as
to give the whole, much of the appearance of 3 piece

of
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6f firiped. cloth. There was fomething curioufly
affe@ed about the houfes ahd office-houfes. Indeed,
I have beén not a little diverted to remark, that
thop-keepers deiling in parti-coloured ftuffs are apt
to paint their thop-doors, &c. after the patterns of
their ftuffs; and to transfer to their dwelling-hou-
fes, thofe decorations which have fet off their thops
to fuch ddva'ntage’, This is but oné inftance; But
the tafte of tradefmen whofé time has been other-
Wwife eémployed, than in cultivating the Fine Arts,
is generally guided by this analogy. It were in-
vidious to éenumerateé a multitude of particular ina
ftancés. - But the obfervition of them in this neighe
bourhood, afforded e fome amiufement. 1 faw,
it the fime tim¢, 4 number of truly handfome,
fometimes indeed fplendid houfes, furrounded with
grounds laid out in the happieft tafte and with
the greatéft fkill. All fuch fields as were net occue
pied with plantations, or kept facred from the
plough; that they might afford the ornament of
verdant, level lawn,—were covered with plentiful
erops of corn, mofly in the fhack, but feeming to
hdve been cut dow*1, while it was 1ill mmpe

A-r the village of Partick, the road Icads acmﬁ
the Kelvin. Here are gonfiderable milns, at which is
jirepared a great part, of the-wheat and flour con-
fumed in Glafgow. ' A dyke has been drawn acrofs

Vox. L. - Cxc’ the
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the river to carry off water for the mills. The river
was at this time much fwollen by the rains which
had lately fallen ; in confequence of which fuch a
body of water poured over the dyke as to form a
fine water-fall. The height from which the water
fell, was not indeed lofty : but the theet of water
was {o confiderable, that it formed truly a grand
object. The force with which it fell broke a part
into fmall drops and into vapour, which, rifing,
hovered over it, like a mift. The drops fell upon
us in rain, as we rode along the bank.—Near the
bridge I obferved an old building concerning which
i was curious to obtain fome information. I learn.
~ ed only, -that, ‘it was ufually called the o/d Caftle.

IMMEDIATELY beyond the bridge, on the way ta-
the town, and oppoﬁté to the mills, is a piece of
rifing ground, which feems to be kept for a grafs-
park. It has been once, I fhould fuppofe, furround-
~ ed with trees. Some fine old trees ftill grow, op-

pofite, on the fide of the mills. But, I was fingu-
tarly firuck with the afpeét of one old trunk, with-
in the park. All the upper part has long fince de-
cayed, or has been cut away. The bark has been
pecled off from the remaining part of ‘the trunk
and it has been worn, feemiingly, by accident, to
the refemblance of one of thofe rude ftone pillars,
wlnch are found in fome parts in Scotland, and areé
: - fuppoled
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fuppofed to have been fet up by our anceftors, as
monuments of remarkable military events. -

Wk foon after entered Glafgow by the way of
Anderfton. The houfes in this fuburb appeared to
me, to be in general fpacious and elegant above the
condition of their prefent inhabitants. I fhould
fuppofe, that, this may oncc have been a favourite
‘place of refidence for the more opulent inhabitants
of Glafgow. In the progrefs of the city, and in the
improvement of the tafte, and the advancement of
the wealth of its citizens; other ftreets and other
fuburbs have becom¢ more fathionable places of refi-
dence than Anderfton. It feems to be now occue
picd chiefly by weavers and petty thop-keepers. . The
fireets were thronged with decent trades.people, in
their Sunday’s clothes. The neatnefs of their drefs
befpoke the comfortablenefs, or at leaft poffible com.
fortablenefs of their circumftances. All wore fuch
an air of decency and happinefs as could not but be
pleafing to a benevalent mind. I proceeded to Hem-
ming’s Inn, where I had formerly been,—and had
experienced the moft civil and attentive treatment,
m a commodious and well-furnifhed houfe.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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1. Travels through Arabia, and otker Countries in the Eafty
by M. Neibuhr.. Nluftrated with Maps and Plates, 2
vols. 8vo. price 12s. in boards. :

_ *_* The T'ranflator in his Preface, after tracing the out=

{ine of thefe travels, adds; & ‘They afford the lateft, and

indeéd almoft the only topographical account of Arabia, in

¢he hands of the European public. Being the refults of the
pbfervation, not of one man only, but of a party of travel-
fers, and thofe all well qualified to dire&t their attention it

8 proper line of enquiry; they contiin fach a body of truly

valuable information, as is to be met with in very few other

Yolumes of Travels. Relating to 3 country famous from

the earlieft ages'of antiquity; they are thus rendered pecu~

liarly interefting by the nature of theit fubje@®. They throw
inu¢h new light on the hiftorical events, the laws, the wor-
thip, and tke cuftoms recorded in the Ofd Teffament. And

I muft upon the whole confefs, that I have never before had

it in my power to abufe fo good an occafiori of receiving

real menital improvement, with rational aorufement, as that
which the Trandlating this work has affordéd me.”
JL. A tiew Collection of Moral Tales, writterd by the cele=
brated Marmontel, and now firft Tranflated; i 3 vols;
12mo. 8. 6d. ' ) ,

. *.* Marmontel has again tried in his old age, a fpecies of

writing, in which he was extremely fuccefsful in his youth.

Years feem to have impaired neither the vigour, nor the

delicacy of his genius. Seldom has moral wifdom been ar-

rayed in 3 more charming drefs than it here wears. He hag
1kilfully fele@ed the charaters; the fituations, the incidents
in Butyap life shith are the maft generally interefting, and
has combined them into fome of the fweetef}t, happieft forms
that fancy ever created ; on the redlities of life, he by fame
wotiderful art uhKpown to all'byp himfelf, at leaft if we ex-

cept the author of the Vicar of Wakeficld; has conferred a

magicpower to pleafe.”

III. Gonfalvo of Cordova; tranflated fiom the French of
M. Florian, 3 vols, fmall 8vo. 7s. 6d. fewed.
** Of all the popular writings of Florian, Gonfalvo
bears the higheft charaéter.—A more beautiful, interefting
" work of imagination, never appeared in the Englifh language.





