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PREFACE.

Apaet from botanical science, there is perhaps no

subject of inquiry connected with plants of wider

interest than that suggested by the study of folk-lore.

This field of research has been largely worked of late

years, and has obtained considerable popularity in this

country, and on the Continent.

Much has already been written on the folk-lore

of plants, a fact which has induced me to give, in the

present volume, a brief systematic summary—with a

few illustrations in each case—of the many branches

into which the subject naturally subdivides itself. It

is hoped, therefore, that this little work will serve as

a useful handbook for those desirous of gaining some

information, in a brief concise form, of the folk-lore

which, in one form or another, has clustered round

the vegetable kingdom.

T. F. THISELTON DYEK.

November 19, 1888.



CONTENTS.

CHAP. PAOE

I. PLANT LIFE .... I

II. PRIMITIVE AND SAVAGE NOTIONS RESPECTING PLANTS l8

III. PLANT WORSHIP 28

IV. LIGHTNING PLANTS 41

V. PLANTS IN WITCHCRAFT ...... 55
YI. PLANTS IN DEMONOLOGY 71

VII. PLANTS IN FAIRY-LORE 80
VIII. LO\'E-CHARMS

93
IX. DREAM-PLANTS . 103
X. PLANTS AND THE WEATHER 114

XI. PLANT PROVERBS 128

XII. PLANTS AND THEIR CEREMONIAL USE 145
XIII. PLANT NAMES . 163
XIV. PLANT LANGUAGE 176
XV. FABULOUS PLANTS 1S8
XVI. DOCTRINE OP SIGNATURES 201

XVII. PLANTS AND THE CALENDAR 216
XVIII. children's RHYMES AND GAMES ....
XIX. SACRED PLANTS

243
XX. PLANT SUPERSTITIONS

xxr. PLANTS IN FOLK-MEDICINE 2S1
XXII. PLANTS AND THEIR LEGENDARY HISTORY 300
XXIII. MYSTIC PLANTS . 312

INDEX
321





The Folk-Lore of Plants.

CHAPTEE I.

PLANT LIFE.

The fact that plants, in common with man and the

lower animals, possess the phenomena of life and
death, naturally suggested in primitive times the notion

of their having a similar kind of existence. In both

cases there is a gradual development which is only

reached by certain progressive stages of growth, a cir-

cumstance which was not without its practical lessons

to the early naturalist. This similarity, too, was held

all the more striking when it was observed how the

life of plants, like that of the higher organisms, was
subject to disease, accident, and other hostile influ-

ences, and so liable at any moment to be cut off by an
untimely end.^ On this account a personality was
ascribed to the products of the vegetable kingdom,
survivals of which are still of frequent occurrence at

the present day. It was partly this conception which
invested trees with that mystic or sacred character

^ SeeTylor's "Primitive Culture," 1873, i. 474-5; also Dorman'a
"Primitive Superstitions," 1881, p. 294.
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whereby they were regarded with a superstitious fear

which found expression in sundry acts of sacrifice and

worship. According to Mr. Tylor/ there is reason to

believe that " the doctrine of the spirits of plants lay

deep in the intellectual history of South-east Asia,

but was in great measure superseded under Buddhist

influence. The Buddhist books show that in the early

days of their religion it was matter of controversy

whether trees had souls, and therefore whether they

might lawfully be injured. Orthodox Buddhism de-

cided against the tree souls, and consequently against

the scruple to harm them, declaring trees to have no

mind nor sentient principle, though admitting that cer-

tain dewas or spirits do reside in the body of trees, and

speak from within them." Anyhow, the notion of its

being wrong to injure or mutilate a tre.e for fear of

putting it to unnecessary pain was a widespread belief.

Thus, the Ojibways imagined that trees had souls,

and seldom cut them down, thinking that if they did

so they would hear " the wailing of the trees when

they suffered in this way." ^ In Sumatra^ certain

trees have special honours paid to them as being

the embodiment of the spirits of the woods, and the

Fijians* believe that "if an animal or a plant die, its

soul immediately goes to Bolotoo." The Dayaks of

Borneo ^ assert that rice has a living principle or spirit,

1 "Primitive Culture," i. 476-7.

2 Jones's " Ojibways," p. 104.

3 Marsden's "History of Sumatra," p. 301.

* Mariner's "Tonga Islands," ii. 137-

« St. John, "Far East," i. 187.
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and hold feasts to retain its soul lest the crops should

decay. And the Karens affirm/ too, that plants as

well as men and animals have their " la " or spirit.

The Iroquois acknowledge the existence of spirits in

trees and plants, and say that the spirit of corn, the

spirit of beans, and the spirit of squashes are supposed

to have the forms of three beautiful maidens. Accord-

ing to a tradition current among the Miamis, one year

when there was an unusual abundance of corn, the

spirit of the corn was very angry because the children

had thrown corn-cobs at each other in play, pretending

to have suffered serious bodily injury in consequence

of their sport.^ Similarly, when the wind blows the

long grass or waving corn, the German peasant will

say, " the Grass-wolf," or " the Corn-wolf "
is abroad.

According to Mr. Ealston, in some places "the last

sheaf of rye is left as a shelter to the Boggenwolf or

Eye-wolf during the winter's cold, and in many a

summer or autumn festive rite that being is repre-

sented by a rustic, who assumes a wolf-like appear-

ance. The corn spirit was, however, often symbolised

under a human form." Indeed, under a variety of

forms this animistic conception is found among the

lower races, and in certain cases explains the strong

prejudice to certain herbs as articles of food. The
Society Islanders ascribed a " varua " or survivino-

soul to plants, and the negroes of Congo adored a

1 See Tylor'a "Primitive Culture," i. 475.
Dorman's '•Primitive Superstitions," p. 294; also Schoolcraffs

"Indian Tribes."
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sacred tree called " Mirrone," one being generally

planted near the house, as if it were the tutelar god

of the dwelling. It is customary, also, to place cala-

bashes of palm wine at the feet of these trees, in

case they should be thirsty. In modern folk-lore

there are many curious survivals of this tree-soul

doctrine. In Westphalia,^ the peasantry announce

formally to the nearest oak any death that may have

occurred in the family, and occasionally this formula

is employed—"The master is dead, the master is

dead." Even recently, writes Sir John Lubbock," an

oak copse at Loch Slant, in the Isle of Skye, was

held so sacred that no persons would venture to cut

the smallest branch from it. The Wallachians " have

a superstition that every flower has a soul, and that

the water-lily is the sinless and scentless flower of the

lake, which blossoms at the gates of Paradise to judge

the rest, and that she will inquire strictly what they

have done with their odours."^ It is noteworthy,

also, that the Indian belief which describes the holes

in trees as doors through which the special spirits of

those trees pass, reappears in the German superstition

that the holes in the oak are the pathways for elves ;

*

and that various diseases may be cured by contact

with these holes. Hence some trees are regarded with

1 See Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," iii. 6i.

2 "Origin of Civilisation," 1870, p. 192. See Leslie Forbes' " Early

Races of Scotland," i. 171-

3 Tolkard'a "Plant-lore, Legends, and Lyrics," p. 463.^

Conway's "Mystic Trees and Flowers," Blackwood's Magazine,

1S70, p. 594.
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special veneration—particularly the lime and pine ^

—

and persons of a superstitious turn of mind "may

often be seen carrying sickly children to a forest for

the purpose of dragging them through such holes."

This practice formerly prevailed in our own country, a

well-known illustration of which we may quote from

White's " History of Selborne :

"—" In a farmyard

near the middle of the village," he writes, " stands at

this day a row of pollard ashes, which by the seams

and long cicatrices down their sides, manifestly show

that in former times they had been cleft asunder.

These trees, when young and flexible, were severed

and held open by wedges, while ruptured children,

stripped naked, were pushed through the apertures."
^

In Somersetshire the superstition still lingers on, and

in Cornwall the ceremony to be of value must be

performed before sunrise ; but the practice does not

seem to have been confined to any special locality.

It should also be added, as Mr. Conway^ has pointed

out, that in all Saxon countries in the Middle Ages

a hole formed by two branches of a tree growing

together was esteemed of highly efficacious value.

On the other hand, we must not confound the

spiritual vitality ascribed to trees with the animistic

conception of their being inhabited by certain spirits,

although, as Mr. Tylor remarks, it is difficult at times

to distinguish between the two notions. Instances of

' Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," i. 212.

= See Black's " Folk-Medicine."
' "Mystic Trees and Flowers," p, 594.
^ "Primitive Culture," ii, 215.
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these tree spirits lie thickly scattered throughout the

folk-lore of most countries, survivals of which remain

even amongst cultured races. It is interesting, more-

over, to trace the same idea in Greek and Eoman
mythology. Thus Ovid^ tells a beautiful story of

Erisicthon's impious attack on the grove of Ceres, and

it may be remembered how the Greek dryads and

hamadryads had their life linked to a tree, and "as

this withers and dies, they themselves fall away and

cease to be
;
any injury to bough or twig is felt as a

wound, and a wholesale hewing down puts an end to

them at once—a cry of anguish escapes them when
the cruel axe comes near." In " ApoUonius Ehodius

"

we find one of these hamadryads imploring a woodman
to spare a tree to which her existence is attached :

—

" Loud through the air resounds the -woGdmaii's stroke,

AVhen, lo ! a voice breaks from the groaning oak,
' Spare, s^mre my life ! a trembling virgin spare !

Oh, listen to the Hamadryad's prayer !

No longer let that fearful axe resound
;

Preserve the tree to which my life is bound.

See, from the bark my blood in torrents flows

;

I faint, I sink, I perish from your blows.'

Aubrey, referring to this old superstition, says :
" I

cannot omit taking notice of the great misfortune

in the family of the Earl of Winchelsea, who at East-

well, in Kent, felled down a most curious grove of

oaks, near his own noble seat, and gave the first blow

with his own hands. Shortly after his countess died

^ Metam., viii. 742-S39; also Grimm'3 Teut. Myth., 1883, ii.

953-4-
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in her bed suddenly, and his eldest son, the Lord

Maidstone, was killed at sea by a cannon bullet."

Modem European folk-lore still provides us with

a curious variety of these spirit-haunted trees, and

hence when the alder is hewn, " it bleeds, weeps, and

begins to speak." An old tree in the Eugaard forest

must not be felled for an elf dwells within, and another,

on the Heinzenberg, near Zell, "uttered a complaint

when the woodman cut it down, for in it was our

Lady, whose chapel now stands upon the spot." ^ An
Austrian Marchen tells of a stately fir, in which there

sits a fairy maiden waited on by dwarfs, rewarding

the innocent and plaguing the guilty ; and there is the

German song of the maiden in the pine, whose bark

the boy splits with a gold and silver horn. Stories

again are circulated in Sweden, among the peasantry,

of persons who by cutting a branch from a habitation

tree have been struck with death. Such a tree was

the " klinta tall" in Westmanland, under which a mer-

maid was said to dwell. To this tree might occasion-

ally be seen snow-white cattle driven up from the

neighbouring lake across the meadows. Another Swed-

ish legend tells us how, when a man was on the point

of cutting down a juniper tree in a wood, a voice was

heard from the ground, saying, " Friend, hew me not."

But he gave another stroke, when to his horror blood

gushed from the root.^ Then there is the Danish tra-

dition'^ relating to the lonely thorn, occasionally seen

^ Grimin's Teut. Myth., ii. 653.
^ Quoted in Tylor'a " Primitive Culture," ii. 221.

' Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," ii. 72, 73. " Ibid., p. 219.
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in a field, but whicli never grows larger. Trees of this

kind are always bewitched, and care should be taken

not to approach them in the night time, "as there

comes a fiery wheel forth from the bush, which, if a

person cannot escape from, will destroy him." In

modern Greece certain trees have their " stichios," a

being which has been described as a spectre, a wander-

ing soul, a vague phantom, sometimes invisible, at others

assuming the most widely varied forms. It is further

added that when a tree is " stichimonious" it is danger-

ous for a man " to sleep beneath its shade, and the

woodcutters employed to cut it down will lie upon the

ground and hide themselves, motionless, and holding

their breath, at the moment when it is about to fall,

dreading lest the stichio at whose life the blow is

aimed with each stroke of the axe, should avenge it-

self at the precise moment when it is dislodged."
^

Turning to primitive ideas on this subject, Mr. School-

craft mentions an Indian tradition of a hollow tree,

from the recesses of which there issued on a calm day

a sound like the voice of a spirit. Hence it was con-

sidered to be the residence of some powerful spirit,

and was accordingly deemed sacred. Among rude

tribes trees of this kind are held sacred, it being for-

bidden to cut them. Some of the Siamese in the same

way offer cakes and rice to the trees before felling

them, and the Talein of Burmah will pray to the

spirit of the tree before they begin to cut the tree

1 " Superstitions of Modern Greece," by M. Le Baron d'Estournelles,

in Nineteenth Century, April 1SS2, pp. 394, 395-
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dowu.-^ Likewise in the Australian bush demons

whistle in the branches, and in a variety of other

eccentric ways make their presence manifest—remind-

ing us of Ariel's imprisonment :

^

" Into a cloven pine ; svitliin which rift

Imprisou'd, thou didst painfully remain,

A dozen years ; . . .

. . . Where thou didst vent thy groans,

As fast as mill-wheels strike."

Similarly Miss Emerson, in her " Indian Myths "

(1884, p. 134), quotes the story of "The Two
Branches " :

" One day there was a great noise in a

tree under which Manabozho was taking a nap. It

grew louder, and, at length exasperated, he leaped into

the tree, caught the two branches whose war was the

occasion of the din, and pulled them asunder. But
with a spring on either hand, the two branches caught

and pinioned Manabozho between them. Three days

the god remained imprisoned, during which his outcries

and lamentations were the subject of derision from

every q^arter—from the birds of the air, and from the

animals of the woods and plains. To complete his sad

case, the wolves ate the breakfast he had left beneath the

tree. At length a good bear came to his rescue and
released him, when the god disclosed his divine intui-

tions, for he returned home, and without delay beat his

two wives." Furthermore, we are told of the West
Indian tribes, how, if any person going through a wood

1 See Dorman's "Primitive Superstitions," p. 2SS.

= "Tiie Tempest," act i. sc. 2.
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perceived a motion in the trees which he regarded

as supernatural, frightened at the prodigy, he would

address himself to that tree which shook the most.

But such trees, however, did not condescend to con-

verse, but ordered him to go to a boie, or priest, who

would order him to sacrifice to their new deity From

the same source we also learn ^ how among savage

tribes those plants that produce great terrors, excite-

ment, or a lethargic state, are supposed to contahi a

supernatural being. Hence in Peru, tobacco is known

as the sacred herb, and from its invigorating effect

superstitious veneration is paid to the weed. IMany

other plants have similar respect shown to them, and

are used as talismans. Poisonous plants, again, from

their deadly properties, have been held in the same

repute ; » and it is a very common practice among

American Indians to hang a small bag containing

poisonous herbs around the neck of a child, " as a

talisman against diseases or attacks from wild beasts."

It is commonly supposed that a child so protected is

proof against every hurtful influence, from the fact

of its being under the protection of the special spirits

associated with the plant it wears.

Again, closely allied to beliefs of this kind is the notion

of plants as the habitation of the departing soul, founded

on the old doctrine of transmigration. Hence, refer-

ring to bygone times, we are told by Empedocles that

« there are two destinies for the souls of highest virtue

» Dorman's " Primitive Superstitions," p. zSS. " IbuL, p. 295.

3 See chapter on Demouology.
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—to pass either into trees or into the bodies of lions/

Amongst the numerous illustrations of this mytho-
logical conception may be noticed the story told by
Ovid,^ who relates how Baucis and Philemon were re-

warded in this manner for their charity to Zeus, who
came a poor wanderer to their home. It appears
that they not only lived to an extreme old age, but
at the last were transformed into trees. Ovid, also,

tells how the gods listened to the prayer of penitent
Myrrha, and eventually turned her into a tree. Al-
though, as Mr. Keary remarks, " she has lost under-
standing with her former shape, she still weeps, and
the drops which fall from her bark (i.e., the myrrh)
preserve the story of their mistress, so that she will be
forgotten in no age to come." The sisters of Phaethon,
bewailing his death on the shores of Eridanus, were
changed into poplars. We may, too, compare the
story of Daphne and Syrinx, who, when they could no
longer elude the pursuit of ApoUo and Pan, change
themselves into a laurel and a reed. In modern
times, Tasso and Spenser have given us graphic pic-
tures based on this primitive phase of belief; and it

may be remembered how Dante passed through that
leailess wood, in the bark of every tree of which was

^
See Keary's " Outlines of Primitive Belief," 1882, pp. 66-7.

- Metam., viii. 714 :

—

" Frondere Philemona Baucis,
Baucida conspexit senior frondere Philemon.*•••..' Valeque,
O conjux !

' dixere simul, simul abdita texit
Ora frutux."
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imprisoned a suicide. In German folk-lore^ the soul

is supposed to take the form of a flower, as a lily or

wMte rose; and according to a popular belief, one of

these flowers appears on the chairs of those about to

die. In the same way, from the grave of one un-

justly executed white liHes are said to spring as a

token of the person's innocence ; and from that of a

maiden, three Hlies which no one save her lover must

gather. The sex, moreover, it may be noted, is kept

up even in this species of metempsychosis.^ Thus, in

a Servian folk-song, there grows out of the youth's

body a green fir, out of the maiden's a red rose, which

entwine" together. Amongst further instances quoted

by Grimm, we are told how " a child carries home a

bud which the angel had given him in the wood,

when the rose blooms the child is dead. The Lay

of Eunzifal makes a blackthorn shoot out of the

bodies of slain heathens, a white flower by the heads

of fallen Christians." It is to this notion that Shake-

speare alludes in "Hamlet," where Laertes wishes that

violets may spring from the grave of Ophelia (v. i) :—

" Lay her in the earth,

And from her fair and unpolluted flesh

May violets spring."

A passage which is almost identical to one in the

" Satires" of Persius (i. 39) :

—

"E tuniulo fortunataque favilla,

Nascentur violaj
;

"

1 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," i. 290, iii. 27 1.

2 Grimm's "Teut. Mythology," ii. S27.
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and an idea, too, wliich Tennyson seems to have

borrowed :

—

"And from liis ashes may be made,

The violet of his native land.

"

Again, in the well-known story of " Tristram and

Ysonde," a further reference occurs :
" From his

grave there grew an eglantine which twined about

the statue, a marvel for all men to see ; and thouo-h

three times they cut it down, it grew again, and ever

wound its arms about the image of the fair Ysonde." ^

In the Scottish ballad of " Fair Margaret and Sweet

"William," it is related

—

" Out of her breast there sprang a rose,

And out of his a briar
;

They grew till they grew unto the church top,

And there they tied in a true lovers' knot."

The same idea has prevailed to a large extent among
savage races. Thus, some of the North - Western
Indians believed that those who died a natural death

would be compelled to dwell among the branches of

tall trees. The Brazilians have a mythological char-

acter called Mani—a child who died and was buried

in the house of her mother. Soon a plant sprang out

of the grave, which grew, flourished, and bore fruit.

This plant, says Mr. Dorman,^ was the Mandioca,

named from Mani, and Oca, house. By the Mexicans

marigolds are known as "death-flowers," from a legend

^ Cox and Jones' "Popular Romances of the Middle Ages," iSSo,

P- 139-

^ Smith's "Brazil," p. 5S6 ; "Primitive Superstitions," p. 293.
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that tliey sprang up on the ground stained by " the

life-blood of those who fell victims to the love of gold

and cruelty of the early Spanish settlers in America."

Among the Virginian tribes, too, red clover was sup-

posed to have sprung from and to be coloured by

the blood of the red men slaiu in battle, with which

may be compared the well-known l6_jGnd. C0I1I16C

with the lily of the valley formerly current in St.

Leonard's Torest, Sussex. It is reported to have

sprung from the blood of St. Leonard, who once en-

countered a mighty worm, or "fire-drake," in the

forest, engaging with it for three successive days.

Eventually the saint came off victorious, but not

without being seriously wounded; and wherever his

blood was shed there sprang up lilies of the valley in

profusion. After the battle of Towton a certain kind

of wild rose is reported to have sprung up in the field

where the Torkists and Lancastrians fell, only there to

be found :

—

." There still wild roses growing.

Frail tokens of the fray ;

And the hedgerow green bears witness

Of Towton field that day." ^

In fact, there are numerous legends of this kind ;
and

it may be remembered how Defoe, in his " Tour through

Great Britain," speaks of a certain camp called Barrow

Hill, adding, " They say this was a Danish camp, and

everything hereabout is attributed to the Danes, because

1 See Folkard's "Plant-lore, Legends, and Lyrics," p. 524.
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of the neighbouring Daventiy, which they suppose to be

built by them. The road hereabouts too, being over-

grown with Dane-weed, they fancy it sprung from the

blood of Danes slain in battle, and that if cut upon a

certain day in the year, it bleeds." ^ Similarly, the red

poppies which followed the ploughing of the field of

Waterloo after the Duke of Wellington's victory were
said to have sprung from the blood of the troops who
fell during the engagement ;

^ and the fruit of the mul-
berry, which was originally white, tradition tells us

became empurpled through human blood, a notion

which in Germany explains the colour of the heather.

Once more, the mandrake, according to a s^.lperstition

current in France and Germany, sprang up where the
presence of a criminal had polluted the ground, and
hence the old belief that it was generally found near a
gallows. In Iceland it is commonly said that when
innocent persons are put to death the sorb or mountain
ash will spring up over their graves. Similar traditions

cluster round numerous other plants, which, apart
from being a revival of a very early primitive belief,

form one of the prettiest chapters of our legendary
tales. Although found under a variety of forms, and
in some cases sadly corrupted from the dress they
originally wore, yet in their main features they have
not lost their individuality, but still retain their dis-

tinctive character.

In connection with the myths of plant life may be

^ Seo the Gardeners'' Chronicle, 1875, p. 315.
- According to another legend, forgct-ine-nuts sprang up.
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noticed that curious species of exotic plants, commonly

known as " sensitive plants," and which have generally

attracted considerable interestfrom their irritabilitywhen

touched. Shelley has immortalised this curious freak of

plant life in his charming poem, wherein he relates how

" The sensitive plant Avas the earliest

Up-gathered into the bosom of rest

;

A sweet child weary of its delight,

The feeblest and yet the favourite,

Cradled within the embrace of night."

Who can wonder, on gazing at one of these wonderful

plants, that primitive and uncultured tribes should have

regarded such mysterious and inexplicable movements

as" indications of a distinct personal life. Hence, as

Darwin in his " Movements of Plants" remarks
:
" Why

a touch, slight pressure, or any other irritant, such as

electricity, heat, or the absorption of animal matter,

should modify the turgescence of the affected cells in

such a manner as to cause movement, we do not know.

But a touch acts in this manner so often, and on such

widely distinct plants, that the tendency seems to be a

very general one ; and, if beneficial, it might be in-

creased to any extent." If, therefore, one of the most

eminent of recent scientific botanists confessed his

inability to explain this strange peculiarity, we may

excuse the savage if he regard it as another proof of a

distinct personality in plant life. Thus, some years

aao, a correspondent of the Botanical Register, describing

the' toad orchis {Mcgaclinium hifo), amusingly spoke

as follows of its eccentric movements: "Let the
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reader imagine a green snake to be pressed flat like a
dried flower, and then to have a road of toads, or some
such speckled reptiles, drawn up along the middle in

single file, their backs set up, their forelegs sprawling
right and left, and their mouths wide open, with a
large purple tongue wagging about convulsively, and a
pretty considerable approach will be gained to an idea
of this plant, which, if Pythagoras had but known of

it, would have rendered all arguments about the trans-

migration of souls superfluous." But, apart from the
vein of jocularity running through these remarks, such
striking vegetable phenomena are scientifically as great
a puzzle to the botanist as their movements are to the
savage, the latter regarding them as the outward visible

expression of a real inward personal existence.

But, to quote another kind of sympathy between
human beings and certain plants, the Cingalese have
a notion that the cocoa-nut plant withers away when
beyomi the reach of a human voice, and that the
vervain and borage will only thrive near man's
dwellings. Once more, the South Sea Islanders affirm
that the scent is the spirit of a flower, and that the
dead may be sustained by their fragrance, they cover
their newly-made graves with many a sweet smelling
blossom.

B
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CHAPTER II.

PRIMITIVE AND SAVAGE NOTIONS RESPECTING

PLANTS.

The descent of the human race from a tree—however

whimsical such a notion may seem—was a belief once

received as sober fact, and even now-a-days ^can be

traced amongst the traditions of many races.^ This

primitive idea of man's creation probably originated

in the myth of Yggdrasil, the Tree of the Umverse,

around which so much legendary lore has clustered,

and for a full explanation of which an immense amount

of learning has been expended, although the student

of mythology has never yet been able to arrive at

any definite" solution on this deeply intricate subject.

Without entering into the many theories proposed in

connection with this mythical tree, it no doubt repre-

sented the life-giving forces of nature. It is generally

supposed to have been an ash tree, but, as Mr. Conway

pomts out,
" there is reason to think that through the

1 ^Pe Kearv's " Outlines of Primitive Belief," 18S2, pp. 62-3.

See Grimm's "Teutonic Mythology," 'S^S,J- 796-Soo
;
Quar-

terly Review, cxiv. 224; Thorpes " Northern Mythology, 1. IS4,

?2gard ank the Gods," edited by W. S. W. Anson, 1822, pp. 26, 27.

3 Fraser's Magazine, 1870, p. 597-
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confluence of traditions other sacred trees blended with
it. Thus, while the ash bears no fruit, the Eddas
describe the stars as the fruit of Yggdrasil," Mr.
Thorpe,^ again, considers it identical with the " Eobur
Jovis," or sacred oak of Geismar, destroyed by Boni-
face, and the Irminsul of the Saxons, the Cohmna
Universalis, " the terrestrial tree of offerings, an em-
blem of the whole world." At any rate the tree of
the world, and the greatest of all trees, has long been
identified in the northern mythology as the ash tree,^

a fact which accounts for the weird character assigned
to it amongst all the Teutonic and Scandinavian
nations, freciuent illustrations of which will occur in
the present volume. Eeferring to the descent of man
from the tree, we may quote the Edda, according to
which all mankind are descended from the ash "and
the elm. The story runs that as Odhinn and his two
brothers were journeying over the earth they dis-
covered these two stocks « void of future," and breathed
into them the power of life.^

" Spirit they owned not,

Sense they had not,

Blood nor vigour,

Nor colour fair.

Spirit gave Odhinn,
Thought gave Hoeuir,

Blood gave Lodr
And colour fair."

^ "Northern Mythology," i. 154-5
= See Max MuUers " Chips from a German Workshop."
See Keary 3 " Outlines of Primitive Belief," p 64
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This notion of tree-descent appears to have been

popularly believed in olden days in Italy and Greece,

illustrations of which occur in the literature of that

period. Thus Virgil writes in the ^neid
:

—
" These woods were first the seat of sylvan powers.

Of nymphs and fauns, and savage men who took

Their birth from trunks of trees and stubborn oak.

Eomulus and Eemus had been found under the famous

Ficus Buminalis, which seems to suggest a connection

with a tree parentage. It is true, as Mr. Keary_ re-

marks^ that "in the legend which we have received

it is in this instance only a case of findmg
;
but if

we could go back to an earlier tradition, we should

probably see that the relation between the mythical

times and the tree had been more intimate." Juvenal,

it may be remembered, gives a further allusion to

tree descent in his sixth satire :

^

—

"For when the world was new, the race that broke

Unfathered, from the soil or opening oak,

Lived most unlike the men of later times.

In Greece the oak as well as the ash was accounted a

tree whence men had sprung ;
hence in the "Odyssey,"

the dis-uised hero is asked to state his pedigree, smce

he must necessarily have one; "for," says the in-

terrogator, "belike you are not come of the oak told

of in old times, nor of the rock."^ Hesiod tells us

1 Book viii. p. 3M-
2 " Outlines of Primitive Belief," p. 03.

3 Gifford.

•» Kelly's
" Indo-European Folk-lore, p. 143-
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how Jove made the third or brazen race out of ash

trees, and Hesychius speaks of " the fruit of the ash

the race of men." Phoroneus, again, according to the

Grecian legend, was born of the ash, and we know,

too, how among the Greeks certain families kept up

the idea of a tree parentage ; the Pelopidse having

been said to be descended from the plane. Among
the Persians the Achtemenidse had the same tradition

respecting the origin of their house.^ Prom the

numerous instances illustrative of tree-descent, it is

evident, as Mr. Keary points out, that " there was once

a fuller meaning than metaphor in the language which

spoke of tbe roots and branches of a family, or in

such expressions as the pathetic "Ah, woe, beloved

shoot!" of Euripides.^ Furthermore, as he adds,

"Even when the literal notion of the descent from
a tree had been lost sight of, the close connection

between the prosperity of the tribe and the life of

its fetish was often strictly held. The village tree of

the German races was originally a tribal tree, with

whose existence the life of the village was involved

;

and when we read of Christian saints and confessors,

that they made a point of cutting down these half

idols, we cannot wonder at the rage they called forth,

nor that they often paid the penalty of their courage."

Similarly we can understand the veneration bestowed
on the forest tree from associations of this kind.

1 Keary's " Outlines of Primitive Belief," p. 63 ; Fiske, " Myth
and Myth Makers," 1873, PP- 64-5.

^ "Primitive Belief," p. 65.
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Consequently, as it has been remarked/ " At a time

when rude beginnings were all that were of the

builder's art, the human mind must have been roused

to a higher devotion by the sight of lofty trees under

an open sky, than it could feel inside the stunted

structures reared by unskilled hands. (When long

afterwards the architecture pecuHar to the Teutonic

reached its perfection, did it not in its boldest creations

still aim at reproducing the soaring trees of the forest ?

Would not the abortion of miserably carved or chiselled

images lag far behind the form of the god which the

youthful imagination of antiquity pictured to itself

throned on the bowery summit of a sacred tree."

It has been asked whether the idea of the YggdrasH

and the tree-descent may not be connected with the

" tree of life
" of Genesis. Without, however, entering

into a discussion on this complex point, it is worthy

of note that in several of the primitive mythologies

we find distinct counterparts of the biblical account

of the tree of life ; and it seems quite possible that

these corrupt forms of the Mosaic history of creation

may, in a measure, have suggested the conception of

the world tree, and the descent of mankind from a

tree. On this subject the late Mr. E. J. King' has

o-iven us the following interesting remarks in his paper

on "Sacred Trees and Flowers How far the re-

ligious systems of the great nations of antiquity were

affected by the record of the creation and fall pre-

1 Grimm's "Teutonic Mythology," i. 69.

3 Quarterly Rcvicio, 1S63, cxiv. 214-15. /
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served in the opening chapters of Genesis, it is not,

perhaps, possible to determine. There are certain

points of resemblance which are at least remarkable,

but which we may assign, if we please, either to in-

dependent tradition, or to a natural development of

the earliest or primeval period. The trees of life and
of knowledge are at once suggested by the mysterious

sacred tree which appears in the most ancient sculp-

tures and paintings of Egypt and Assyria, and in

those of the remoter East. In the symbolism of these

nations the sacred tree sometimes figures as a type

of the universe, and represents the whole system of

created things, but more frequently as a tree of life,

by whose fruit the votaries of the gods (and in some
cases the gods themselves) are nourished with divine

strength, and are prepared for the joys of immortality.

The most ancient types of this mystical tree of life

are the date palm, the fig, and the pine or cedar."

By way of illustration, it may be noted that the

ancient Egyptians had their legend of the "Tree of

Life." It is mentioned in their sacred books that

Osiris ordered the names of souls to be written on
this tree of life, the fruit of which made those who
ate it become as gods.^ Among the most ancient

traditions of the Hindoos is that of the tree of life

called Soma in Sanskrit—the juice of which imparted
immortality; this marvellous tree being guarded by
spirits. Coming down to later times, Virgil speaks of

' See Bunsen'H "The Keys of St. Peter," &c., 1S67, p. 414.
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a sacred tree in a manner which Grimm' considers

highly suggestive of the Yggdrasil :

—

" Jove's own tree,

High as his topmost boughs to heaven ascend,

Solow his roots to hell's dominions tend."

As already mentioned, numerous legendary stories

have become interwoven with the myth of the Yggdra-

sil, the following sacred one combining the idea of tree-

descent. According to a trottvere of the thirteenth

century,^ " the tree of life was, a thousand years after

the sin of the first man, transplanted from the Garden

of Eden to the Garden of Abraham, and an angel came

from heaven to teU the patriarch that upon this tree

should hang the freedom of mankind. But first from

the same tree of life Jesus should be born, and in

the following wise. First was to be born a knight,

Fanouel, who, through the scent merely of the flower

of that living tree, should be engendered in the womb

of a virgin ; and this knight again, without knowing

woman, "should give birth to St. Anne, the mother

of the Virgin Mary. Both these wonders fell out as

they were foretold. A virgin bore Fanouel by smelling

the tree ; and Fanouel having once come unawares to

that tree of life, and cut a fruit from it, wiped his

knife against his thigh, in which he inflicted a slight

wound, and thus let in some of the juice. Presently

1 "Teutonic Mythology."

2 Quoted by Mr. Keary from Leroux de Lhicy, ' Le Livre des

L^gendes," p. 24.



PRIMITIVE NOTIONS RESPECTING PLANTS. 2$

his thigh began to swell, and eventually St. Anne was
born therefrom."

But turning to survivals of this form of animism
among uncultured tribes, we may quote the Damaras,

a South African race, with whom " a tree is supposed

to be the universal progenitor, two of which divide the

honour." ^ According to their creed, " in the beginning

of things there was a tree, and out of this tree came
Damaras, bushmen, oxen, and zebras. The Damaras
lit a fire which frightened away the bushmen and the

oxen, but the zebras remained." Hence it is that

bushmen and wild beasts live together in all sorts of

inaccessible places, while the Damaras and oxen possess

the land. The tree gave birth to everything else that

lives. The natives of the Philippines, writes Mr.
Marsden in his " History of Sumatra," have a curious

tradition of tree-descent, and in accordance with their

belief "the world at first consisted only of sky
and water, and between these two a glede; which,

weary with flying about, and finding no place to rest,

set the water at variance with the sky, which, in

order to keep it in bounds, and that it should not get

uppermost, loaded the water with a number of islands,

in which the glede might settle and leave them at

peace. Mankind, they said, sprang out of a large cane
with two joints, that, floating about in the water, was
at .length thrown by the waves against the feet of the
glede as it stood on shore, which opened it with its bill

;

the man came out of one joint, the woman out of the

' Gallon's "South Africa," p. iS8.
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other. These were soon after married by the consent

of their god, Bathala Meycapal, which caused the first

tremblinf; of the earth/ and from thence are descended

the different nations of the world." Several interestmg

instances are given by Mr. Dorman, who tells ns how

the natives about Saginaw had a tradition of a boy

who sprang from a tree within which was buried one

of their tribe. The founders of the Miztec monarchy

are said to be descended from two majestic trees that

stood in a gorge of the mountain of Apoala. The

Chiapanecas had a tradition that they sprang from the

roots of a silk cotton tree ; while the Zapotecas attri-

buted their origin to trees, their cypresses and palms

often receiving offerings of incense and other gifts.

The Tamanaquas of South America have a tradition

that the human race sprang from the fruits of the date

palm after the Mexican age of water.^

Again, our English nursery fable of the parsley-bed,

in which little strangers are discovered, is perhaps " a

remnant of a fuller tradition, like that of the wood-

pecker among the Romans, and that of the stork

among our Continental kinsmen,"^ both these birds

having had a mystic celebrity, the former as the fire-

singing bird and guardian genius of children, the latter

as the^baby-bringer.* In Saterland it is said " infants

are fetched out of the cabbage," and iu the Walloon

part of Belgium they are supposed "to make their

1 "Primitive Superstitions," p. 289.

2 Folkard's "Plant Lore," p. 311.

3 "Indo-European Folk-lore," p. 92.

•« Grimm's "Teutonic Mythology," ii. 672-3.
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appearance in the parson's garden." Once more, a

hollow tree overhanging a pool is known in many
places, both in North and South Germany, as the first

abode of unborn infants, variations of this primitive

belief being found in different localities. Similar

stories are very numerous, and under various forms

are found in the legendary lore and folk-tales of most
countries.
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CHAPTER III.

PLANT-WORSHIP.

A FORM of religion which seems to have been widely

distributed amongst most races of mankind at a certain

stao'e of their mental culture is plant-worship. Hence

it holds a prominent place in the history of primitive

belief, and at the present day prevails largely among

rude and uncivilised races, survivals of which even

linger on in our own country. To trace back the

history of plant-worship would necessitate an inquiry

into the origin and development of the nature-wor-

shipping phase of religious belief. Such a subject of

research would introduce us to those pre-historic days

when human intelligence had succeeded only in select-

ing for worship the grand and imposing objects of

sight and sense. Hence, as Mr. Keary observes/ " the

gods of the early world are the rock and the mountain,

the tree, the river, the sea
;

" and Mr. Fergusson ^ is of

opinion that tree-worship, in association with serpent-

worship, must be reckoned as the primitive faith of

mankind. In the previous chapter we have already

1 "Outlines of Primitive Belief," 18S2, p. 54.

2 " Tree and Serpent Worship."
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pointed out how the animistic theory which invested

the tree and grove with a conscious personality accounts

for much of the worship and homage originally ascribed

to them—identified, too, as they were later on, with the

habitations of certain spirits. "Whether viewed, therefore,

in the light of past or modern inquiry, we find scattered

throughout most countries various phases of plant-wor-

ship, a striking proof of its universality in days gone by/

According to Mr. Fergusson, tree-worship has sprung

from a perception of the beauty and utility of trees.

" With all their poetry," he argues, " and all their use-

fulness, we can hardly feel astonished that the primitive

races of mankind should have considered trees as the

choicest gifts of the gods to men, and should have

believed that their spirits still delighted to dwell

among their branches, or spoke oracles through the

rustling of their leaves." But Mr. M'Lennan ^ does not

consider that this is conclusive, adding that such a view

of the subject " does not at all meet the case of the

shrubs, creepers, marsh-plants, and weeds that have

been worshipped." He would rather connect it with

Totemism,^ urging that the primitive stages of reli-

gious evolution go to show that " the ancient nations

came, in pre-historic times, through the Totem stage,

having animals, and plants, and the heavenly bodies

conceived as animals, for gods before the anthropo-

^ See Sir John Lubbock's " Origin of Civilisation," pp. 192-8.
= Fortnightly Revieiv, "The Worship of Animals and Plants," 1870,

vii. 213.

' Ibid., 1869, vi. 408.
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morpllic gods appeared
;

" while Mr. Herbert Spencer
^

again considers that " plant-worship, like the worship

of idols and animals, is an aberrant species of ancestor-

worship—a species somewhat more disguised externally,

but having the same internal nature." Anyhow the sub-

ject is one concerning which the comparative mytho-

logist has, at different times, drawn opposite theories ;

but of this there can be no doubt, that plant-worship

was a primitive faith of mankind, a fact in connection

with which we may quote Sir John Lubbock's words,^

how " by man in this stage of progress everything was

regarded as having life, and being more or less a deity."

Indeed, sacred rivers appear in the very earliest'mytho-

logies which have been recovered, and lingered among

the last vestiges of heathenism long after the advent of

a purer creed. As, too, it has been remarked,^ " either

as direct objects of worship, or as forming the temple

under whose solemn shadow other and remoter deities

might be adored, there is no part of the world in which

trees have not been regarded with especial reverence.

" ' In such green palaces the first kings reigned

;

Slept in their shade, and angels entertained.

With such old counsellors they did advise,

And by frequenting sacred shades grew -wise.'

Even Paradise itself, says Evelyn, was but a kind

of ' nemorous temple or sacred grove,' planted by God

himself, and given to man tanquam primo sacerdoii ;

1 " Principles of Sociology," 1885, i. p. 359.

2 " The Origin of Civilisation and Primitive Condition of Man."

Quarterly Review, cxiv. 212.
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and lie goes on to suggest that the groves which
the patriarchs are recorded to have planted in dif-

ferent parts of Palestine may have been memorials
of that first tree-shaded paradise from which Adam
was expelled."

Briefly noticing the antecedent history of plant-

worship, it would seem to have lain at the foundation
of the old Celtic creed, although few records on this

point have come down to us/ At any rate we have
abundant evidence that this form of belief held a pro-
minent place in the religion of these people, allusions

to which are given by many of the early classical

writers. Thus the very name of Druidism is a proof
of the Celtic addiction to tree - worship, and De
Brosses,^ as a further evidence that this was so, would
derive the word kirk, now softened into church, from
quercus, an oak

; that species having been peculiarly

sacred. Similarly, in reviewing the old Teutonic beliefs,

we come across the same references to tree-worship, in
many respects displaying little or no distinction from
that of the Celts. In explanation of this circumstance,
Mr. Keary ^ suggests that " the nature of the Teutonic
beliefs would apply, with only some slight changes, to
the creed of the predecessors of the Germans in Nov-
thern and Western Europe. Undoubtedly, in pre-
historic days, the Germans and Celts merged so much

1 Keary's "Primitive Belief," pp. 332-3 ; Edinburgh Review, cxxx.
400-9.

^ " Du Culte dea Dieux Fetiches," p. 169.
* "Primitive Belief," pp. 332-3.
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one into the other that their histories cannot well be

distinguished/''

Mr. Fergusson in his elaborate researches has traced

many indications of tree-adoration in Germany, noticing

their continuance in the Christian period, as proved by
Grimm, whose opinion is that "the festal universal

religion of the people had its abode in woods," while

the Christmas tree of present German celebration in

all families is " almost undoubtedly a remnant of the

tree-worship of their ancestors."

According to Mr. Fergusson, one of the last and

best-known examples of the veneration of groves and

trees by the Germans after their conversion to Chris-

tianity, is that of the " Stock am Eisen " in Vienna,
" the sacred tree into which every apprentice, down to

recent times, before setting out on his " Wanderjahre,"

drove a nail for luck. It now stands in the centre of

that great capital, the last remaining vestige of the

sacred grove, round which the city has grown up, and

in sight of the proud cathedral, which has superseded

and replaced its more venerable shade."

Equally undoubted is the evidence of tree-worship

in Greece—particular trees having been sacred to

many of the gods. Thus we have the oak tree or

beech of Jupiter, the laurel of Apollo, the vine of

Bacchus. The olive is the well-known tree of Minerva.

The myrtle was sacred to Aphrodite, and the apple of

the Hesperides belonged to Juno.^ As a writer too in

the Edinburgh Bevieio" remarks, "The oak grove at

* Fergusson's "Tree and Serpent Worship," p. i6.

- cxxx. 492 ; see Tacitus' " Gerinania," ix.
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Dodona is sufficiently evident to all classic readers to

need no detailed mention of its oracles, or its highly-

sacred character. The sacrifice of Agamemnon in

Aulis, as told in the opening of the ' Iliad,' connects
the tree and serpent worship together, and the wood
of the sacred plane tree under which the sacrifice was
made was preserved in the temple of Diana as a holy
relic so late, according to Pausanias, as the second
century of the Christian era." The same writer further
adds that in Italy traces of tree-worship, if not so
distinct and prominent as in Greece, are nevertheless

existent. Eomulus, for instance, is described as hang-
ing the arms and weapons of Acron, King of Cenina,
upon an oak tree held sacred by the people, which
became the site of the famous temple of Jupiter.

Then, again, turning to Bible history,^ the denuncia-
tions of tree-worship are very frequent and minute,
not only in connection with the worship of Baal, but
as mentioned in 2 Kings ix. :

" And they (the children
of Israel) set themselves up images and groves in
every high hill, and under every green tree." These
acts, it has been remarked, " may be attributable more
to heretical idolatrous practices into which the Jews
had temporarily fallen in imitation of the heathen
around them, but at the same time they furnish ample
proof of the existence of tree and grove worship by
the heathen nations of Syria as one of their most
solemn rites." But, from the period of King Heze-
kiah down to the Christian era, Mr. Fergusson finds

^ See Edinhurgli Review, cxxx. 490-1.

C
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no traces of tree-worship in Judea. In Assyria tree-

worship was a common form of idolatrous veneration,

as proved by Lord Aberdeen's black-stone, and many

of the plates in the works of Layard and Botta.-^

Turning to India, tree-worship probably has always

belonged to Aryan Hinduism, and as tree-worship did

not belong to the aboriginal races of India, and was

not adopted from them, " it must have forined part of

the pantheistic worship of the Vedic system which

endowed all created things with a spirit and life—

a

doctrine which modern Hinduism largely extended."
^

Thus when food is cooked, an oblation is made by the

Hindu to trees, with an appropriate invocation before

the food is eaten. The Bo tree is extensively wor-

shipped in India, and the Toolsee plant (Basil) is held

sacred to all gods—no oblation being considered sacred

without its leaves. Certain of the Chittagong hill

tribes worship the bamboo,^ and Sir John Lubbock,

quoting from Thompson's " Travels in the Himalaya,"

tells us that in the Simla hills the CiLprcssus torulosa

is recrarded as a sacred tree. Further instances might

be enumerated, so general is this form of religious

belief. In an interesting and valuable paper by a

Bengal civilian—intimately acquainted with the coun-

try and people *—the writer says :
—

" The contrast

between the acknowledged hatred of trees as a rule by

1 Edinburgh Review, cxxx. 491.
" Mr. Fergusson's "Tree and Serpent Worship." See Ediiyhurjli

Review, cxxx. 498.

3 See Lewin's "Hill Tracts of Chittagong," p. 10.

^ Cornldll Magazine, November 1S72, p. 59S.
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the Bygas,^ and their deep veneration for certain others

in particular, is very curious. I have seen the hill-

sides swept clear of forests for miles with but here and
there a solitary tree left standing. These remain now
the objects of the deepest veneration. So far from
being injured they are carefully preserved, and receive

offerings of food, clothes, and flowers from the passing

Bygas, who firmly believe that tree to be the home of
a spirit." To give another illustration,^ it appears that
in Beerbhoom once a year the whole capital repairs to

a shrine in the jungle, and makes simple offerings to a
ghost who dwells in the Bela tree. The shrine con-
sists of three trees—a Bela tree on the left, in which
the ghost resides, and which is marked at the foot

with blood
; in the middle is a Kachmula tree, and on

the right a Saura tree. In spite of the trees being
at least seventy years old, the common people claim
the greatest antiquity for the shrine, and tradition says
that the three trees that now mark the spot neither
grow thicker nor increase in height, but remain the
same for ever.

A few years ago Dr. George Birwood contributed
to the Athenceum some interesting remarks on Persian
flower-worship. Speaking of the Victoria Gardens at
Bombay, he says:—"A true Persian in flowing robe
of blue, and on his head his sheep-skin hat—black,
glossy, curled, the fleece of Kar-Kal—would saunter
in, and stand and meditate over every flower he saw,

^ An important tribe in Central India.
2 See Slierring's "Sacred Citj of the Hindus," 1868, p. 89.
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and always as if half in vision. And when the

vision was fulfilled, and the ideal flower he was

seeking found, he would spread his mat and sit before

it until the setting of the sun, and then pray before

it, and fold up his mat again and go home. And the

next night, and night after night, until that particular

flower faded away, he would return to it, and bring

his friends in ever-increasing troops to it, and sit and

play the guitar or lute before it, and they would

all together pray there, and after prayer still sit be-

fore it sipping sherbet, and talking the most hilarious

and shocking scandal, late into the moonlight ; and so

again and again every evening until the flower died.

Sometimes, by way of a grand finale, the whole com-

pany would suddenly rise before the flower and serenade

it, together with an ode from Hafiz, and depart."

Tree-worship too has been more or less prevalent

amons the American Indians, abundant illustrations

of which have been given by travellers at different

periods. In many cases a striking similarity is

noticeable, showing a common origin, a circumstance

which is important to the student of comparative

mythology when tracing the distribution of religious

beliefs. The Dacotahs worship the medicine-wood, so

called from a belief that it was a genius which pro-

tected or punished them according to their merits or

demerits.'^ Darwin ^ mentions a tree near Siena de la

Ventana to which the Indians paid homage as the

1 Donnan's "Primitive Superstitions," p. 291.

" See " Researches in Geology and Natural History," p. 79.
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altar of Walleecliu
;

offerings of cigars, bread, and
meat having been suspended upon it by threads. The
tree was surrounded by bleached bones of horses that

had been sacrificed. Mr. Tylor ^ speaks of an ancient

cypress existing in Mexico, which he thus describes :

—

" All over its branches were fastened votive offerings

of the Indians, hundreds of locks of coarse black hair,

teeth, bits of coloured cloth, rags, and morsels of

ribbon. The tree was many centuries old, and had
probably had some mysterious influence ascribed to it,

and been decorated with such simple offerings long

before the discovery of America." Once more, the

Calchaquis of Brazil ^ have been in the habit of wor-
shipping certain trees which were frequently decorated

by the Indians with feathers ; and Charlevoix narrates

another interesting instance of tree-worship :
—"For-

merly the Indians in the neighbourhood of Acadia
had in their country, near the sea-shore, a tree ex-

tremely ancient, of which they relate many wonders,

and which was always laden with offerings. After
the sea had laid open its whole root, it then sup-
ported itself a long time almost in the air against

the violence of the winds and waves, which confirmed

those Indians in the notion that the tree must be the

abode of some powerful spirit; nor was its fall even
capable of undeceiving them, so that as long as the

smallest part of its branches appeared above the

water, they paid it the same honours as whilst it

' "Anahuac," 215, 265.
^ Dorman's " Primitive Superstitions," p. 292.
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stood." In ISTorth America, according to Franklin,^

the Crees used to hang strips of buffalo flesh and

pieces of cloth on their sacred tree ; and in Nicaragua

maize and beans were- worshipped. By the natives of

Carolina the tea-plant was formerly held in venera-

tion above all other plants, and indeed similar phases

of superstition are very numerous. Traces of tree-

worship occur in Africa, and Sir John Lubbock^

mentions the sacred groves of the Marghi—a dense

part of the forest surrounded with a ditch—where

in the most luxuriant and widest spreading tree their

god, Zumbri, is worshipped. In his valuable work on

Ceylon, Sir J. Emerson Tennent gives some interest-

ing details about the consecration of trees to different

demons to insure their safety, and of the ceremonies

performed by the kattadias or devil-priests. It appears

that whenever the assistance of a devil-dancer is re-

quired in extreme cases of sickness, various formalities

are observed after the following fashion. An altar is

erected, profusely adorned with garlands and flowers,

within sight of the dying man, who is ordered to touch

and dedicate to the evil spirit the wild flowers, rice,

and flesh laid upon it.

Traces of plant-worship are still found in Europe.

Before sunrise on Good Friday the Bohemians are in

the habit of going into their gardens, and after falling

on their knees before a tree, to say, " I pray, 0 green

tree, that God may make thee good," a formula which

^ "Journeys to the Polar Sea," i. 221.

- "The Origin of Civilisation."
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Mr. lialston ^ considers has probably been altered under

the influence of Christianity "from a direct prayer to

the tree to a prayer for it." At night they run about

the garden exclaiming, "Bud, 0 trees, bud! or I will

flog you." On the following day they shake the trees,

and clank their keys, while the church bells are ringing,

under the impression that the more noise they make
the more fruit will they get. Traces, too, of tree-wor-

ship, adds Mr. Ealston,^ may be found in the song

which the Eussian girls sing as they go out into the

woods to fetch the birch tree at Whitsuntide, and to

gather flowers for wreaths and garlands :

—

" Rejoice not, oaks ;

Rejoice not, green oaks.

Not to you go the maidens
;

Not to you do they bring pies.

Cakes, omelettes.

So, so, Semik and Troitsa [Trinity]

!

Rejoice, birch trees, rejoice, gi-een ones !

To you go the maidens !

To you they bring pies.

Cakes, omelettes."

The eatables here mentioned probably refer to the

sacrifices offered in olden days to the birch—the tree

of the spring. With this practice we may compare
one long observed in our own country, and known as

"wassailing." At certain seasons it has long been
customary in Devonshire for the farmer, on the eve of

Twelfth-day, to go into the orchard after supper with

^ "Songs of the Russian People," p. 219.
* Ibid., p. 238.
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a large milk pail of cider with roasted apples pressed

into it. Out of this each person in the company takes

what is called a dome—ie., earthenware cup—full of

liquor, and standing under the more fruitful apple

trees, address them in these words :

—

" Health to thee, good apple tree,

Well to bear pocket fulls, hat fulls.

Peck fulls, bushel bag fulls."

After the formula has been repeated, the contents of

the cup are thrown at the trees.^ There are numerous

allusions to this form of tree-worship in the literature

of the past; and Tusser, among his many pieces of

advice to the husbandman, has not omitted to remind

him that he should

" Wassail the trees, that they may bear

You many a plum and many a pear ;

For more or less fruit they will bring,

As you do them wassailing.

"

Survivals of this kind show how tenaciously old super-

stitious rites struggle for existence even when they

have ceased to be recognised as worthy of belief.

1 See my "British Popular Customs," p. 21.
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CHAPTEE lY.

LIGHTNING PLANTS.

Amongst the legends of the ancient world few subjects
occupy a more prominent place than lightning, associ-

ated as it is with those myths of the origin of fire

which are of such wide distribution/ In examining
these survivals of primitive culture we are confronted
with some of the most elaborate problems of primeval
philosophy, many of which are not only highly com-
plicated, but have given rise to various conjectures.
Thus, although it is easy to understand the reasons
which led our ancestors, in their childlike ignorance,
to speak of the lightning as a worm, serpent, trident,
arrow, or forked wand, yet the contrary is the case'

when we inquire why it was occasionally symbolised
as a flower or leaf, or when, as Mr. Piske ^ remarks,
" we seek to ascertain why certain trees, such as the
ash, hazel, white thorn, and mistletoe, were supposed
to be in a certain sense embodiments of it." Indeed,
however satisfactory our explanations may apparently
seem, in many cases they can only be regarded as

^ See an article on " Myths of the Fire Stealer," Saturday Review,
June 2, 1883, p. 689 ; Tyler's "Primitive Culture."

- " Myths and Myth Makers," p. 55
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ingenious theories based on the most probable theories

which the science of comparative folk-lore may have

suggested. In analysing, too, the evidence for de-

termining the possible association of ideas which

induced our primitive forefathers to form those

mythical conceptions that we find embodied in the

folk-tales of most races, it is necessary to unravel

from the relics of the past the one common notion

that underlies them. Eespecting the origin of fire,

for instance, the leading idea—as handed down to us

in myths of this kind—would make us believe that

it was originally stolen. Stories which point to this

conclusion are not limited to any one country, but are

shared by races widely remote from one another.

This circumstance is important, as helping to explain

the relation of particular plants to lightning, and

accounts for the superstitious reverence so frequently

paid to them by most Aryan tribes. Hence, the way

by which the Veda argues the existence of the palasa

_a mystic tree with the Hindus—is founded on the

following tradition :—The demons had stolen the

heavenly soma, or drink of the gods, and cellared

it in some mythical rock or cloud. When the thirsty

deities were pining for their much-prized liquor, the

falcon undertook to restore it to them, although he

succeeded at the cost of a claw and a plume, of which

he was deprived by the graze of an arrow shot by one

of the demons. Both fell to the earth and took root;

the claw becoming a species of thorn, which Dr. Kuhn

identifies as the « Mimosa catechu," and the feather a
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" palasa tree," which has a red sap and scarlet blossoms.
With such a divine origin—for the falcon was nothing
less than a lightning god ^—the trees naturally were
incorporations^ "not only of the heavenly fire, hut
also of the soma, with which the claw and feather
were impregnated." It is not surprising, therefore,

that extraordinary virtues were ascribed to these light-

ning plants, qualities which, in no small degree, dis-

tinguish their representatives at the present day. Thus
we are told how in India the mimosa is known as the
imperial tree on account of its remarkable properties,
being credited as an efficacious charm against all sorts

of malignant influences, such as the evil eye. Not
unlike in colour to the blossom of the Indian palasa
are the red berries of the rowan or mountain-ash
(Fijncs aucuparia), a tree which has acquired Euro-
pean renown from the Aryan tradition of its being an
embodiment of the lightning from which it was sprung.
It has acquired, therefore, a mystic character, evidences
of which are numerously represented throughout
Europe, where its leaves are reverenced as being the
most potent talisman against the darker powers. At
the present day we still find the Highland milkmaid
carrying with her a rowan-cross against unforeseen
danger, just as in many a German village twigs are
put over stables to keep out witches. Illustrations of
this kind support its widespread reputation for super-
natural virtues, besides showing how closely allied is

^
See Keary'g " Outlines of Primitive Belief," 1882, p. 98.
" Indo-European Tradition and Folk-lore," p. 159.
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much of the folk-lore of our own with that of con-

tinental countries. At the same time, we feel inclined

to agree with Mr. Farrer that the red berries of the

mountain-ash probably singled it out from among trees

for worship long before our ancestors had arrived at

any idea of abstract divinities. The beauty of its

berries, added to their brilliant red colour, would natu-

rally excite feelings of admiration and awe, and hence

it would in process of time become invested with a

sacred significance. It must be remembered, too, that

all over the world there is a regard for things red, this

colour having been once held sacred to Thor, and

Grimm suggests that it was on this account the robin

acquired its sacred character. Similarly, the High-

land women tie a piece of red worsted thread round

their cows' tails previous to turning them out to grass

for the first time in spring, for, in accordance with an

old adage

—

" Rowan-ash, and red thread,

Keep the devils from their speed."

In the same way the mothers in Esthonia put some

red thread in their babies' cradles as a preservative

against danger, and in China something red is tied

round children's wrists as a safeguard against evil

spirits. By the aid of comparative folk-lore it is

interesting, as in this case, to trace the same notion

in different countries, although it is by no means

possible to account for such undesigned resemblance.

The common ash {Fraxinus excelsior), too, is a lightning

plant, and, according to an old couplet

—
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" Avoid an ash,

It counts the flash."

Another tree held sacred to Thor was the hazel

(Coryhcs avellana), which, like the mountain-ash, was
considered an actual embodiment of the liahtnino-

Indeed, " so deep was the faith of the people in the re-

lation of this tree to the thunder god," says Mr. Conway,^
"that the Catholics adopted and sanctioned it by a
legend one may hear in Bavaria, that on their flight

into Egypt the Holy Family took refuge under it

from a storm." Its supposed immunity from all damage
by lightning has long caused special reverence to be
attached to it, and given rise to sundry superstitious

usages. Thus, in Germany, a twig is cut by the farm-
labourer, in spring, and on the first thunderstorm a
cross is made with it over every heap of grain, whereby,
it is supposed, the corn will remain good for many
years. Occasionally, too, one may see hazel twigs
placed in the window frames during a heavy shower,
and the Tyroleans regard it as an excellent lightning

conductor. As a promoter of fruitfulness it has long
been held in high repute—a character which it pro-
bably derived from its mythic associations—and hence
the important part it plays in love divinations. Ac-
cording to a Bohemian belief, the presence of a large

number of hazel-nuts betokens the birth of many
illegitimate children; and in the Black Forest it is

customary for the leader of a marriage procession to

carry a hazel wand. For the same reason, in many
^ " Mystic Trees and Shrubs," Fraser's Magazine, Nov. 1870, p. 599.
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parts of Germany, a few nuts are mingled with the

seed corn to insure its being prolific. But leaving the

hazel with its host of superstitions, we may notice the

white-thorn, which according to Aryan tradition was

also originally sprung from the lightning. Hence it

has acquired a wide reverence, and been invested with

supernatural properties. Like, too, the hazel, it was

associated with marriage rites. Thus the Grecian

bride was and is still decked with its blossoms, whereas

its wood formed the torch which lighted the Eoman

bridal couple to their nuptial chamber on the wedding

day. It is evident, therefore, that the white-thorn

was considered a sacred tree long before Christian

tradition identified it as forming the Crown of Thorns;

a medieval belief which further enhanced the sanctity

attached to it. It is not surprising, therefore, that

the Irish consider it unlucky to cut down this holy

tree, especially as it is said to be under the protection

of the fairies, who resent any injury done to it. A
legend current in county Donegal, for instance, tells

us how a fairy had tried to steal one Joe M'Donough's

baby, but the poor mother argued that she had never

affronted the fairy tribe to her knowledge. The only

cause she could assign was that Joe "had helped Mr.

Todd's gardener to cut down the old hawthorn tree

on the lawn ; and there's them that says that's a very

bad thing to do;" adding how she "fleeched him not

to touch it, but the master he offered him six shillings

if he'd help in the job, for the other men refused."

The same belief prevails in Brittany, where it is also
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" held unsafe to gather even a leaf from certain old
and solitary thorns, which grow in sheltered hollows
of the moorland, and are the fairies' trysting-places." ^

Then there is the mistletoe, which, like the hazel and
the white-thorn, was also supposed to be the embodi-
ment of lightning

; and in consequence of its mythical
character held an exalted place in the botanical world.
As a lightning-plant, we seem to have the key to its

symbolical nature, in the circumstance that its branch
is forked. On the same principle, it is worthy of note,
as Mr.Fiske remarks,Hhat "the Hindu commentators
of the Veda certainly lay great stress on the fact that
the palasa is trident-leaved." We have already pointed
out, too, how the red colour of a flower, as in the case
of the berries of the mountain-ash, was apparently
sufficient to determine the association of ideas. The
Swiss name for mistletoe, donnerhesen, "thunder besom,"
illustrates its divine origin, on account of which it was
supposed to protect the homestead from fire, and hence
in Sweden it has long been suspended in farm-houses,
like the mountain-ash in Scotland. But its virtues are by
no means limited, for like all lightning-plants its potency
]s displayed in a variety of ways, its healing properties
having from a remote period been in the highest re-
pute. For purposes also of sorcery it has been reckoned
of considerable importance, and as a preventive of
nightmare and other night scares it is still in favour

23I
"232"'''^ ^""^ Flowers," Quarterly Review, July 1S63, pp.

^ " Myths and Myth Makers," p. 55.



48 THE FOLK-LORE OF PLANTS.

on the Continent. One reason which no doubt has

obtained for it a marked degree of honour is its para-

sitical manner of growth, which was in primitive times

ascribed to the intervention of the gods. According

to one of its traditionary origins, its seed was said to

be deposited on certain trees by birds, the messengers

of the gods, if not the gods themselves in disguise, by

which this plant established itself in the branch of a

tree. The mode of procedure, say the old botanists,

was through the " mistletoe thrush." This bird, it was

asserted, by feeding on the berries, surrounded its beak

with the viscid mucus they contain, to rid itself of

which it rubbed its beak, in the course of flying, against

the branches of trees, and thereby inserted the seed

which gave birth to the new plant. When the mistle-

toe was found growing on the oak, its presence was

attributed specially to the gods, and as such was

treated with the deepest reverence. It was not, too,

by accident that the oak was selected, as this tree

was honoured by Aryan tradition with being of light-

nino' origin. Hence when the mistletoe was found

on its branches, the occurrence was considered as

deeply significant, and all the more so as its existence

in such a locality was held to be very rare.^ Speaking

of the oak, it may be noted, that as sacred to Thor,

it was under his immediate protection, and hence it

was considered an act of sacrilege to mutilate it in

ever so small a degree. Indeed, " it was a law of the

Ostrogoths that anybody might hew down what trees

1 See "Flower Lore," pp. 38, 39,
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he pleased in the common wood, except oaks and
hazels

; those trees had peace, i.e., they were not to be
felled." ^ That profanity of this kind was not treated

with immunity was formerly fully believed, an illus-

tration of which is given us by Aubrey,^ who says that
" to cut oakwood is unfortunate. There was at ISTorwood

one oak that had mistletoe, a timber tree, which was
felled about 1657. Some persons cut this mistletoe
for some apothecaries in London, 'and sold them a
quantity for ten shillings each time, and left only one
branch remaining for more to sprout out. One fell

lame shortly after ; soon after each of the others lost

an eye, and he that felled the tree, though warned of

these misfortunes of the other men, would, notwith-
standing, adventure to do it, and shortly afterwards
broke his leg

; as if the Hamadryads had resolved to

take an ample revenge for the injury done to their

venerable and sacred oak." We can understand, then,
how the custom originated of planting the oak on the
boundaries of lands, a survival of which still remains
in the so-called gospel oaks of many of our English
parishes. With Thor's tree thus standing our fore-

fathers felt a sense of security which 'materially added
to the peace and comfort of their daily life.

But its sacred attributes were not limited to this
country, many a legend on the Continent testifying to
the safety afforded by its sheltering branches. Indeed,
so great are its virtues that, according to a Westphalian'
tradition, the Wandering Jew can only rest where he

1 Kelly's "Indo- European Folk-lore," p. 179.
^ " Natural History and Antiquities of Surrey," ii. 34.

D
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shall happen to find two oaks growing in the form of

a cross. A further proof of its exalted character may

be nathered from the fact that around its roots Scan-

dinavian mythology has gathered fairyland, and hence

in Germany the holes in its trunk are the pathways

for elves. But the connection between lightmng and

plants extends over a wide area, and Germany is rich

in leoends relative to this species of folk-lore. Thus

there°is the magic springwort, around which have clus-

tered so many curious lightning myths and tahsmanic

properties. By reason of its celestial origin this much-

coveted plant, when buried in the ground at the summit

of a mountain, has the reputation of drawmg down the

liohtnincT and dividing the storm. It is difBcult, how-

ever to procure, especially as there is no certamty as

to the exact species of plants to which it belongs,

although Grimm identifies it with the McpJiorlia

lathyris. At any rate, it is chiefly procurable by the

^ooapecker—a lightning-bearer; and to secure this

much-prized treasure, its nest must be stopped up,

access to which it will quickly gain by touchmg it

with the springwort. But if one have in readmess a

pan of water, a "fire, or a red cloth, the bird will let

the plant fall, which otherwise it would be a difacult

work to obtain, nhe notion, no doubt, being that

the bird must return the mystic plant to the element

from which it springs, that being either the water of

the clouds or the lightning fire enclosed therem."

1 Kelly's "Indo-European Folk-lore," p. 176; Grimm's " Teutonic

Mvtholo'y." 1884, chap. xxKii. ;
Gubernat.is' " Zoolog.cal Mythologjs

^266 7 See Albertus Magnus, " De Mirab. Mundi," 1601, p. 225.
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Professor Gubernatis, referring to the symbolical
nature of this tradition, remarks that " this herb may
be the moon itself, which opens the hiding-place of

the night, or the thunderbolt, which opens the hiding-

places of the cloud." According to the Swiss version

of the story it is the hoopoe that brings the spring-

wort, a bird also endowed with mystic virtues,^ while
in Iceland, Normandy, and ancient Greece it is an
eagle, a swallow, or an ostrich. Analogous to the
talismanic properties of the springwort are those of
the famous luck or key-flower of German folk-lore,

by the discovery of which the fortunate possessor
effects an entrance into otherwise inaccessible fairy
haunts, where unlimited treasures are offered for
his acceptance. There then, again, the luck-flower
is no doubt intended to denote the lightning, which
reveals strange treasures, giving water to the parched
and thirsty land, and, as Mr. Kske remarks, " making
plain what is doing under cover of darkness." ^ The
lightning-flash, too, which now and then, as a lesson
of warning, instantly strikes dead those who either
rashly or presumptuously essay to enter its awe-
inspiring portals, is exemplified in another version
of the same legend. A shepherd, while leading
his flock over the Ilsentein, pauses to rest, but
immediately the mountain opens by reason of the
springwort or luck-flower in the staff on which he

^
Gubernatis' "Zoological Mythology," ii. 230.

xr\r T'^
Mythmakers," p. 58. See Bar'ing-Gould's " Curious

Myths of the Middle Ages," 1877, pp. 386-416.
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leans. Within the cavern a white lady appears, who

invites him to accept as much of her wealth as he

choses. Thereupon he fills his pockets, and hastenmg

to quit her mysterious domains, he heeds not her enig-

matical warning, " Forget not the hest," the result

hein- that as he passes through the door he is severedm

twain amidst the crashing of thunder. Stories of this

kind, however, are the exception, legendary lore gene-

rally regarding the lightning as a benefactor rather

than a destroyer. " The lightning-flash," to quote Mr.

Baring-Gould's words, " reaches the barren, dead, and

thirsty land ; forth gush the waters of heaven, and the

parched vegetation bursts once more into the vigour

of life restored after suspended animation." That this

is the case we have ample proof in the myths relating

to plants, in many of which the life-giving properties

of the lightning are clearly depicted. Hence, also, the

extraordinary healing properties which are ascribed to

the various lightning plants. Ash rods, for instance,

are still used in many parts of England for the cure of

diseased sheep, cows, and horses, and in Cornwall, as a

remedy for hernia, children are passed through holes

in ash trees. The mistletoe has the reputation of

being an antidote for poisons and a specific against

epHepsy. Culpepper speaks of it as a sure panacea for

apoplexy, palsy, and falling sickness, a belief current

in Sweden, where finger rings are made of its wood.

An old-fashioned charm for the bite of an adder was

to place a cross formed of hazel-wood on the wound,

and the burning of a thorn-bush has long been con-
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sidered a sure preventive of mildew in wheat. With-
out multiplying further illustrations, there can be no
doubt that the therapeutic virtues of these so-called

lightning plants may be traced to, in very many cases,

their mythical origin. It is not surprising too that

plants of this stamp should have been extensively

used as charms against the influences of occult powers,
their symbolical nature investing them with a potency
such as was possessed by no ordinary plant.

Among some of the many plants supposed to possess

preservative properties against the ill effects of light-

ning is the St. John's wort, which in the Netherlands is

gathered before sunrise. As far back as the time of Pliny,
holly was on this account planted near the dwelling-
place, and at the present day the house-leek and stone
cross may be seen on many a cottage roof. Culpepper
refers to the old belief that lightning is powerless to

hurt a man where a bay tree is, a property also claimed
by the birch. In the Tyrol, during a thunderstorm,'
the mountaineers throw nettles on the fire to guard
themselves from lightning, a practice which also ex-
tends to Italy, while in Venetia an olive branch is

kept on the chimney-piece. In the district of Lech-
rain, in Bavaria,^ where the Easter Saturday fire is

lighted in the churchyard with flint and steel, " every
household bring to it a walnut branch, which, after
being partially burned, is carried home to be laid on
the hearth fire during tempests as a protection against

1 Folkard's "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 460.
^ See Kelly's "Indo-European l^llc-lore," pp. 47-8.
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lightning." The beech tree was regarded as proof

against lightning; and at the present day a person

is said to be perfectly safe under an elder tree during

a thunderstorm, as the lightning never strikes the

tree of which the Cross was made. In Westphalia

the English orpine or live-long is kept as a charm

ao-ainst liRhtning : and elsewhere we have already

referred to the gathering of the everlasting flower

(gnaphalium) on Ascension Day for the same pur-

pose. These, however, are only a few of the many

plants associated with lightning; but they are suffi-

ciently numerous to show how universal this class of

superstitions have been, and under what a variety of

forms they have from a remote period existed.
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CHAPTEE y.

PLANTS IN WITCHCRAFT.

The vast proportions which the great witchcraft move-
ment assumed in bygone years explains the magic
properties which we find ascribed to so many plants°in
most countries. In the nefarious trade carried on by
the representatives of this cruel system of sorcery cer-
tain plants were largely employed for working marvels,
hence the mystic character which they have ever since
retained. It was necessary, however, that these should
be plucked at certain phases of the moon or seasons of
the year, or from some spot where the sun was supposed
not to have shone on it.^ Hence Shakespeare makes
one of his witches speak of " root of hemlock digg'd i'

the dark," and of " slips of yew sliver'd in tlie moon's
eclipse," a practice which was long kept up. The
plants, too, which formed the witches' pharmacopoeia,
were generally selected either from their legendary
associations or by reason of their poisonous and s°oporific

qualities. Thus, two of those most frequently used
as ingredients in the mystic cauldron were the vervain
and the rue, these plants having been specially credited

' See Moncure Conway's " Demonology and Devil Lore,'= 1880, ii. 324.
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with supernatural virtues. Tlie former probably de-

rived its notoriety from the fact of its being sacred to

Thor, an honour which marked it out, like other light-

ning plants, as peculiarly adapted for occult uses.
^

It

was, moreover, among the sacred plants of the Druids,

and was only gathered by them, " when the dog-star

arose, from unsunned spots." At the same time, it is

noteworthy that many of the plants which were in

repute with witches for working their marvels were

reckoned as counter-charms, a fact which is not sur-

prising, as materials used by wizards and others for

magical purposes have generally been regarded as equally

efficacious if employed against their charms and spells.^

Although vervain, therefore, as the " enchanters' plant,"

was gathered by witches to do mischief in their incan-

tations, yet, as Aubrey says, it « hinders witches from

their will," a circumstance to which Drayton further

refers when he speaks of the vervain as "'gainst

witchcraft much avayling." Kue, likewise, which

entered so largely into magic rites, was once much

in request as an antidote against such practices
;
and

nowadays, when worn on the person in conjunction

with agrimony, maiden-hair, broom-straw, and ground

ivy, it is said in the Tyrol to confer fine vision, and to

point out the presence of witches.

It is still an undecided question as to why rue

should out of all other plants have gained its wide-

spread reputation with witches, but M. Maury supposes

that it was on account of its being a narcotic and

1 See Friend's "Flower Lore," ii. 529-30.
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causing hallucinations. At any rate, it seems to have
acquired at an early period in this country a super-
stitious reverence, for, as Mr. Conway says/ " we find
the missionaries sprinkling holy water from brushes
made of it, whence it was called ' herb of grace.'

"

Eespecting the rendezvous of witches, it may be
noted that they very frequently resorted to hills and
mountains, their meetings taking place " on the mead,
on the oak sward, under the Hme, under the oak, at
the pear tree." Thus the fairy rings which are often
to be met with on the Sussex downs are known as
hag-tracks,' from the belief that " they are caused by
hags and witches, who dance there at midnight."^
TheiL- love for sequestered and romantic localities is

widely illustrated on the Continent, instances of which
have been collected together by Grimm, who remarks
how "the fame of particular witch mountains extends
over wide kingdoms." According to a tradition current
in Friesland,* no woman is to be found at home on a
Friday, because on that day they hold their meetings
and have dances on a barren heath." Occasionally,
too, they show a strong predilection for certain trees,'

to approach which as night-time draws near is con-
sidered highly dangerous. The Judas tree (Cercis
siliquastrum) was one of their favourite retreats, per-
haps on account of its traditionary association with
the apostle. The Neapolitan witches held their tryst

^
" Demonology and Devil Lore," ii. 324.

2 Grimm, " Teutonic Mythology," 1883, iii. 1051.
Folkard's "Plant Lore, Legends, and Lyrics," 18S4, p. 91.

* Thorpes "Northern Mythology," iii. 19.
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under a walnut tree near Benevento/ and at Bologna

the peasantry tell how these evil workers hold a mid-

night meeting beneath the walnut trees on St. John's

Eve. The elder tree is another haunt under whose

branches witches are fond of lurking, and on this

account caution must be taken not to tamper with it

after dark.^ Again, in the IsTetherlands, experienced

shepherds are careful not to let their flocks feed after

sunset, for there are wicked elves that prepare poison

in certain plants—nightwort being one of these. Nor

does any man dare to sleep in a meadow or pasture

after sunset, for, as the shepherds say, he would have

everything to fear. A Tyrolese legend ^ relates how a

boy who had climbed a tree " overlooked the ghastly

doings of certain witches beneath its boughs. They

tore in pieces the corpse of a woman, and threw the

portions in the air. The boy caught one, and kept it

by him ; but the witches, on counting the pieces, found

that one was missing, and so replaced it by a scrap of

alderwood, when instantly the dead came to life again."

Similarly, also, they had their favourite flowers, one

having been the foxglove, nicknamed " witches' bells,"

from their decorating their fingers with its blossoms
;

while in some localities the hare-bell is designated the

" witches' thimble." On the other hand, flowers of a

yellow or greenish hue were distasteful to them.*

In the witchcraft movement it would seem that

1 Grimm's " Teutonic Mythology," iii. 1052.

2 See Thorpe's " Northern Mythology," iii. 267.

8 See Folkard's " Plant Lore, Legends, and Lyrics," p. 209.

* Ibid., p. 104.
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certain plants were in requisition for particular pur-
poses, these workers of darkness having utilised the
properties of herbs to special ends. A plant was not
indiscriminately selected, but on account of possessing
some vii'tue as to render it suitable for any design
that the witches might have in view. Considering,
too, how multitudinous and varied were their actions,

they had constant need of applying to the vegetable
world for materials with which to carry out their
plans. But foremost amongst their requirements was
the power of locomotion wherewith to enable them
with supernatural rapidity to travel from one locality
to another. Accordingly, one of their most favourite
vehicles was a besom or broom, an implement which,
it has been suggested, from its being a type of the
winds, is an appropriate utensil " in the hands of the
witches, who are windmakers and workers in that
element." 1 According to the Asiatic Register for
1 80 1, the Eastern as weU as the European witches
"practise their spells by dancing at midnight, and the
principal instrument they use on such occasions is a
broom."^ Hence, in Hamburg, sailors, after long toil-
ing against a contrary wind, on meeting another ship
sailing in an opposite direction, throw an old broom
before the vessel, believing thereby to reverse the
wind.2 As, too, in the case of vervain and rue,
the besom, although dearly loved by witches, is still

extensively used as a counter-charm against their

^
See Kelly's " Indo-European Folk-lore," pp. 225-7.
See Hardwick's "Traditions, Superstitions, and Folk-lore," p 117 •

also Grimm's " Teutonic Mythology," 1883, iii. 1083.
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machinations—it being a well-known belief both in

England and Germany that no individual of this stamp

can step over a besom laid inside the threshold.

Hence, also, in Westphalia, at Shrovetide, white besoms

with white handles are tied to the cows' horns ;
and,

in the rites connected with the Midsummer fires kept

up in different parts of the country, the besom holds a

prominent place. In Bohemia, for instance, the young

men collect for some weeks beforehand as many worn-

out brooms as they can lay their hands on. These,

after dipping in tar, they light—running with them

from one bonfire to another—and when burnt out they

are placed in the fields as charms against blight.^

The large ragwort—known in Ireland as the " fairies'

horse"—has long been sought for by witches when

taking their midnight journeys. Burns, in his "Ad-

dress to the Deil," makes his witches " skim the muirs

and dizzy crags " on " rag-bred nags " with " wicked

speed." The same legendary belief prevails in Corn-

wall, in connection with the Castle Peak, a high rock

to the south of the Logan stone. Here, writes Mr.

Hunt,^ " many a man, and woman too, now quietly

sleeping in the churchyard of St. Levan, would, had

they the power, attest to have seen the witches flying

into the Castle Peak on moonlight nights, mounted on

the stems of the ragwort." Amongst other plants

used for a similar purpose were the bulrush and

reed, in connection with which may be quoted the

1 See Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," 1852, iii. 21, 137.

* " Popular Romances of the West of England," 187 1, p. 330.
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Irish tale of the rushes and cornstalks that " turn into

horses the moment you bestride them." ^ In Ger-

many ^ witches were said to use hay for transporting

themselves through the air.

When engaged in their various occupations they

often considered it expedient to escape detection by

assuming invisibility, and for this object sought the

assistance of certain plants, such as the fern-seed.^

In Sweden, hazel-nuts were supposed to have the

power of making invisible, and it may be remembered

how in one of Andersen's stories the elfin princess has

the faculty of vanishing at will, by putting a wand

in her mouth.* But these were not the only plants

supposed to confer invisibility, for German folk-lore

tells us how the far-famed luck-flower was endowed

with the same wonderful property ; and by the ancients

the heliotrope was credited with a similar virtue, but

which Boccaccio, in his humorous tale of Calandrino

in the "Decameron," applies to the so-called stone.

'Heliotrope is a stone of such extraordinary virtue

that the bearer of it is effectually concealed from the

sight of all present." Dante in his "Inferno," xxiv.

92, further alludes to it:

—

"Amid this dread exuberance of woe
Eaii naked spirits winged with horrid fear,

Nor hope had they of crevice where to hide,

Or heliotrope to charm them out of view."

^ Grimm's " Teutonic Mythology," iii. 1084.
* See Thorpe's " Northern Mythology," iii. 208-9.

' See chap. "Doctrine of Signatures."

* See Yardley's "Supernatural in Romantic Fiction," 1880, pp. 131-2.
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In the same way the agate was said to render a

person invisible, and to turn the swords of foes

against themselves/ The Swiss peasants affirm that

the Ascension Day wreaths of the amaranth make

the wearer invisible, and in the Tyrol the mistletoe is

credited with this property.

But some plants, as we have already pointed

out, were credited with the magic property of re-

vealing the presence of witches, and of exposing

them engaged in the pursuit of plying their nefarious

calling. In this respect the St. John's wort was

in great request, and hence it was extensively worn

as an amulet, especially in Germany on St. John's

Eve, a time when not only witches by common
report peopled the air, but evil spirits wandered

about on no friendly errand. Thus the Italian name

of " devil-chaser," from the circumstance of its scar-

ing away the workers of darkness, by bringing their

hidden deeds to light. This, moreover, accounts

for the custom so prevalent in most European coun-

tries of decorating doorways and windows with its

blossoms on St. John's Eve. In our own country

Stowe ^ speaks of it as its having been placed over the

doors together with green birch, fennel, orpine, and

white lilies, whereas in France the peasantry still

reverence it as dispersing every kind of unseen evil

influence. The elder was invested with similar pro-

1 See Fiske, " Myths and Mythmakers," p. 44 ; also Baring-Gould's

" Curious Myths of the Middle Ages," 1S77, p. 39S.

2 " Survey of London." See Mason's "Eolk-loreof British Plants "

in Dublin University Magazine, September 1873, p. 326-S.
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perties, which seem to have been more potent than even
those attributed to the St. John's wort. According to
an old tradition, any baptized person whose eyes were
anointed with the green juice of its inner bark could
see witches in any part of the world. Hence the tree
was extremely obnoxious to witches, a fact which pro-
bably accounts for its having been so often planted
near cottages. Its magic influence has also caused it

to be introduced into various rites, as in Styria on
Bertha Night (January 6th), when the devil goes about
m great force.^ As a safeguard, persons are recom-
mended to make a magic circle, in the centre of which
they should stand with elder-berries gathered on St.

John's Kight. By so doing the mystic fern seed may
be obtained, which possesses the strength of thirty or
forty men. In Germany, too, a species of wild radish is
said to reveal witches, as also is the ivy, and saxifrage
enables its bearer to see witches on Walpurgis Night.

But, in spite of plants of this kind, witches some-
how or other contrived to escape detection by the
employment of the most subtle charms and spells.
They generally, too, took the precaution of avoiding
such plants as were antagonistic to them, displaying a
cunning ingenuity in most of their designs which" it
was by no means easy to forestall. Hence in the-
composition of their philtres and potions they infused
the juices of the most deadly herbs, such as that of the
nightshade or monkshood; and to add to the potency

1870^602*?°°'''''^'' '""'^ Flowers," Fraser^s Magazine,
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of these baleful draughts they considered it necessary

to add as many as seven or nine of the most poisonous

plants they could obtain, such, for instance, as those

enumerated by one of the witches in Ben Jonson's

" Masque of Queens," who says

—

" And I ha' Leen plucking plants among
Hemlock, Henbane, Adder's Tongue

;

Nightshade, Moonwort, Libbard's bane,

And twice, by the dogs, was like to be ta'en."

Another plant used by witches in their incantations

was the sea or horned poppy, known in mediaeval

times as Ficios infernalis ; hence it is further noticed

by Ben Jonson in the " Witches' Song :
"

—

" Yes, I have brought to help our vows,

Horned poppy, cypress boughs,

The fig tree -wild that grows on tombs.

And juice that from the larch tree comes."

Then, of course, there was the wondrous moonwort

{Botrychium lunaria), which was doubly valuable from

its mystic virtue, for, as Culpepper tells us, it was

believed to open locks and possess other magic vir-

tues. The mullein, popularly termed the hag-taper,

was also in request, and the honesty {Lunaria biennis),

"in sorceries excelling," was equally employed. By

Scotch witches the woodbine was a favourite plant,^

who, in effecting magical cures, passed their patients nine

times through a girth or garland of green woodbine.

Again, a popular means employed by witches of

injuring their enemies was by the briony. Coles, in

1 " British Herbal."

2 See Folkard's "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 3S0.
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his "Art of Simpling," for instance, informs us how
" they take likewise the roots of mandrake, according

to some, or, as I rather suppose, the roots of briony,

which simple folk take for the true mandrake, and

make thereof an ugly image, by which they represent

the person on whom they intend to exercise their

witchcraft." And Lord Bacon, speaking of the man-

drake, says—" Some plants there are, but rare, that

have a mossie or downy root, and likewise that have a

number of threads, like beards, as mandrakes, whereof

witches and impostours make an ugly image, giving it

the form of a face at the top of the root, and leave

those strings to make a broad beard down to the foot."

The witchcraft literature of the sixteenth and seven-

teenth centuries contains numerous allusions to the

diabolical practice—a superstition immortalised by

Shakespeare. The mandrake, from its supposed mys-

terious character, was intimately associated with

witches, and Ben Jonson, in his " Masque of Queens,"

makes one of the hags who has been gathering this

plant say—

•

'

' I last night lay all alone

On the ground, to hear the mandrake groan ;

And plucked him up, though he grew full low.

And, as I had done, the cock did crow."

We have already incidentally spoken of the ver-

vain, St. John's wort, elder, and rue as antagonistic to

witchcraft, but to these may be added many other

well-known plants, such as the juniper, mistletoe,

and blackthorn. Indeed, the list might be greatly

E
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extended—the vegetable kingdom having supplied in

most parts of the world almost countless charms to

counteract the evil designs of these malevolent bemgs.

In our own country the little pimpernel, herb-pans,

and cyclamen were formerly gathered for this purpose,

and the angelica was thought to be specially noisome

to witches. The snapdragon and the herb-betony had

the reputation of averting the most subtle forms of

witchcraft, and dill and flax were worn as talismans

against sorcery. Holly is said to be antagonistic to

w°itches, for, as Mr. Folkard^ says, " in its name they

see but another form of the word ' holy,' and its thorny

foliage and blood-red berries are suggestive of the

most°Christian associations." Then there is the rowan-

tree or mountain-ash, which has long been considered

one of the most powerful antidotes against works of

darkness of every kind, probably from its sacred

associations with the worship of the Druids. Hence

it is much valued in Scotland, and the foUowmg

couplet, of which there are several versions, still em-

bodies the popular faith :^

—

" Rowan-tree and red thread,

Put the witches to their speed."

But its fame has not been confined to any one

locality, and as far south as Cornwall the peasant,

when he suspects that his cow has been " overlooked,"

twists an ashen twig round its horns. Indeed, so

potent is the ash as a counter charm to sorcery, that

even the smallest twig readers their actions impotent

;

1 Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 376. " See p. 44-
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and hence, in an old ballad entitled " Laidley Wood,"
in the " Northumberland Garland," it is said

—

" The spells were vain, the hag returned
To the queen in sorrowful mood,

Crying that witches have no power,

Where there is row'n-tree wood."

Hence persons carry an ashen twig in their pocket,

and according to a Yorkshire proverb

—

" If your whipsticks made of row'n,

You may ride your nag through any town ;
"

but, on the other hand, "Woe to the lad without
a rowan-tree gall." Possessed of such virtues, it is

not surprising that the mystic ash should have been
held in the highest repute, in illustration of which we
find many an amusing anecdote. Thus, according to

a Herefordshire tradition, some years ago two hogs-
heads full of money were concealed in an underground
cellar belonging to the Castle of Penyard, wher°e they
were kept by supernatural force. A farmer, however,
made up his mind to get them out, and employed for
the purpose twenty steers to draw down the iron door
of the vault. On the door being slightly opened, a
jackdaw was seen sitting on one of the casks, but the
door immediately closed with a bang—a voice being
heard to say

—

" Had it not been
For your quicken tree goad.

And your yew tree pin.

You and your cattle

Had all been drawn in."
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Another anecdote current in Yorkshire is interesting,

showing how fully superstitions of this kind are be-

lieved :
^—" A woman was lately in my shop, and in

pulling out her purse brought out also a piece of stick

a few inches long. I asked her why she carried that

in her pocket. ' Oh,' she replied, ' I must not lose

that, or I shall be done for.' ' Why so ?
'

I inquired.

'Well,' she answered, 'I carry that to keep off the

witches; while I have that about me, they cannot

hurt me.' On my adding that there were no witches

nowadays, she instantly replied, ' Oh, yes ! there are

thirteen at this very time in the town, but so long as

I have my rowan-tree safe in my pocket they cannot

hurt me.'
"

Occasionally when the dairymaid churned for a

long time without making butter, she would stir the

cream with a twig of mountain ash, and beat the cow

with another, thus breaking the witch's spell. But, to

prevent accidents of this kind, it has long been cus-

tomary in the northern countries to make the churn-

staff of ash. For the same reason herd-boys employ

an ash-twig for driving cattle, and one may often see

a mountain-ash growing near a house. On the Con-

tinent the tree is in equal repute, and in Norway

and Denmark rowan branches are usually put over

stable doors to keep out witches, a similar notion

prevailing in Germany. No tree, perhaps, holds

such a prominent place in witchcraft-lore as the

mountain-ash, its mystic power having rarely failed to

1 Henderson's "Folk-lore of Northern Counties," 1879, p. 225.
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render fruitless the evil influence of tliese enemies of
mankind.

In our northern counties witches are said to dislike
the bracken fern, "because it bears on its root the
initial C, which may be seen on cutting the root
horizontallj/'^and in most places equally distasteful
to them is the yew, perhaps for no better reason than
its having formerly been much planted in church-
yards. The herb-bennett {Geum xorhanum), like the
clover, from its trefoiled leaf, renders witches powerless,
and the hazel has similar virtues. Among some of
the plants considered antagonistic to sorcery on the
Continent may be mentioned the water-lily, which is
gathered in the Ehine district with a certain formula.
In Tuscany, the lavender counteracts the evil eye, and
a German antidote against the hurtful effects of' any
malicious influence was an ointment made of the
leaves of the marsh-mallow. In Italy, an olive branch
which has been blessed keeps the witch from the
dwelling, and in some parts of the Continent the
plum-tree is used. Kolb, writes Mr. Black,^ who
became one of the first "wonder-doctors" of the
Tyrol, « when he was called to assist any bewitched
person, made exactly at midnight the smoke of five
different sorts of herbs, and while they were burnincr
the bewitched was gently beaten with a martyr^
thorn birch, which had to be got the same night,
ihis beating the patient with thorn was thought

\
"Folk-lore of Northern Counties," 1870
"rolk-medicine/'p. 202.
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to be really beating the hag who had caused the

evil."

Some seasons, too, have been supposed to be closely

associated with the witches, as in Germany, where all

flax must be spun before Twelfth Night, for one who

spins afterwards is liable to be bewitched.

Lastly, to counteract the spell of the evil eye, from

which many innocent persons were believed to suffer

in the witchcraft period, many flowers have been in

requisition among the numerous charms used. Thus,

the Eussian maidens still hang round the stem of the

birch-tree red ribbon, the Brahmans gather rice, and in

Italy rue is in demand. The Scotch peasantry pluck

twigs of the ash, the Highland women the OTOund-

sel, and the German folk wear the radish. In early

times the ringwort was recommended by Apuleius,

and later on the fern was regarded as a preservative

against this baneful influence. The Chinese put faith

in the garlic
;
and, in short, every country has its own

special plants. It would seem, too, that after a witch

was dead and buried, precautionary measures were

taken to frustrate her baneful influence. Thus, in

Eussia, aspen is laid on a witch's grave, the dead

sorceress being then prevented from riding abroad.
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CHAPTEE VI

PLANTS IN DEMONOLOGY.

The association of certain plants with the devil forms

an extensive and important division in their folk-lore,

and in many respects is closely connected with their

mystic history. It is by no means easy always to

account for some of our most beautiful flowers havin^r

Satanic surroundings, although frequently the expla-

nation must be sought in their poisonous and deadly
qualities. In some cases, too, the student of compara-
tive mythology may trace their evil reputation to those

early traditions which were the expressions of certain

primitive beliefs, the survivals of which nowadays
are found in many an apparently meaningless super-
stition. Anyhow, the subject is a very wide one, and
is equally represented in most countries. It should
be remembered, moreover, that rudimentary forms of

dualism—the antagonism of a good and evil deity ^

have from a remote period occupied men's minds, a
system of belief known even among the lower races
of mankind. Hence, just as some plants would in pro-

cess of time acquire a sacred character, others would do

^ See Tylor'a "Primitive Culture," ii. 316.
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the reverse. Amongst tlie legendary stories and folk-

tales of most countries we find frequent allusion to the

devil as an active agent in utilising various flowers for

his mischievous pursuits ; and on the Continent we are

told of a certain evil spirit named Kleure who trans-

forms himself into a tree to escape notice, a superstition

which under a variety of forms still lingers here and

there.^ It would seem, too, that in some of our old

legends and superstitions the terms Puck and Devil are

synonymous, a circumstance which explains the mean-

ing, otherwise unintelligible, of many items of plant-

lore in our own and other countries. Thus the word

" Puck " has -been identified with Fogge—toad, under

which form the devil was supposed to be personified

;

and hence probably originated such expressions as toad-

stools, paddock-stools, &c. The thorns of the eglantine

are said to point downwards, because when the devil

was excluded from heaven he tried to regain his lost

position by means of a ladder composed of its thorns.

But when the eglantine was only allowed to grow as a

bush, out of spite he placed its thorns in their present

eccentric position. The seed of the parsley " is apt to

come up only partially, according as the devil takes his

tithe of it." ^ In Germany " devil's oaks" are of frequent

occurrence, and " one of these at Gotha is held in great

regard ; " ^ and Gerarde, describing the vervain, with

its manifold mystic virtues, says that "the devil did

1 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," iii. 193.

- "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 486.

' ^.J:. Conway, Eraser's Magazine, 1870, p. 593.
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reveal it as a secret and divine medicine." Belladonna,

writes Mr, Conway, is esteemed in Bohemia a favourite

plant of the devil, who watches it, but may be drawn

from it on Walpurgis Night by letting loose a black

hen, after which he will run. Then there is the sow-

thistle, which in Eussia is said to belong to the devil

;

and Loki, the evil spirit in northern mythology, is

occasionally spoken of. as sowing weeds among the

good seed ; from whence, it has been suggested, origi-

nated the popular phrase of " sowing one's wild oats."
^

The German peasantry have their " rye-wolf," a malig-

nant spirit infesting the rye-fields ; and in some parts

of the Continent orchards are said to be infested by

evil demons, who, until driven away by various incan-

tations, are liable to do much harm, to the fruit. The

Italians, again, affirm that in each leaf of the fig-tree

an evil spirit dwells ; and throughout the Continent

there are various other demons who are believed to

haunt the crops. Evil spirits were once said to lurk

in lettuce-beds, and a certain species was regarded

with ill favour by mothers, a circumstance which, Mr.

Folkard rightly suggests,^ may account for a Surrey

saying, " O'er much lettuce in the garden will stop a

young wife's bearing." Among similar legends of the

kind it is said that, in Swabia, fern-seed brought by

the devil between eleven and twelve o'clock on Christ-

mas night enables the bearer to do as much work as

twenty or thirty ordinary men. According to a popular

^ Mr. Conway, Fraser's Magazine, 1870, p. 107.

' "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 411.
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piece of superstition current in our southern counties,

the devil is generally supposed to put his cloven foot

upon the blackberries on Michaelmas Day, and hence

after this date it is considered unlucky to gather them

during the remainder of the year. An interesting

instance of this superstition is given by Mrs, Latham

in her " West Sussex Superstitions," which happened

to a farmer's wife residing in the neighbourhood of

Arundel. It appears that she was in the habit of

making a large quantity of blackberry jam, and finding

that less fruit had been brought to her than she

required, she said to the charwoman, " I wish you

would send some of your children to gather me three

or four pints more." " Ma'am," exclaimed the woman

in astonishment, "don't you know this is the i ith

October ?
" " Yes," she replied. " Bless me, ma'am !

And you ask me to let my children go out blackberry-

ing ! Why, I thought every one knew that the devil

went round on the loth October, and spat on all the

blackberries, and that if any person were to eat on the

1 1 th, he or some one belonging to him would either

die or fall into great trouble before the year was out."

In Scotland the devil is said to but throw his cloak

over the blackberries and render them unwholesome,

while in Ireland he is said to stamp on them. Among

further stories of this kind may be quoted one current

in Devonshire respecting St. Dunstan, who, it is said,

bought up a quantity of barley for brewing beer. The

devil, knowing how anxious the saint would be to get

a good sale for his beer, offered to blight the apple



PLANTS IN DEMONOLOGY.
75

trees, so that there should be no cider, and hence a
greater demand for beer, on condition that he sold

himself to him. St. Dunstan accepted the offer, and
stipulated that the trees should be blighted on the

17th, 1 8th, and 19th May. Should the apple-blossom

be nipped by cold winds or frost about this time, many
allusions are still made to St. Dunstan.

Of the plants associated personally with the evil one
may be mentioned the henbane, which is known in Ger-
many as the " devil's eye," a name applied to the stich-

wort in Wales. A species of ground moss is also styled

in Germany the " devil's claws ;" one of the orchid tribe

is " Satan's hand ; " the lady's fingers is " devil's claws,"
and the plantain is " devil's head." Similarly the house-
leek has been designated the " devil's beard," and a Nor-
folk name for the stinkhorn is "devil's horn." Of further
plants related to his Satanic majesty is the clematis,

termed " devil's thread," the toad-flax is his ribbon, the
indigo his dye, while the scandix forms his darning-
needles. The tritoma, with its brilliant red blossom,
is familiar in most localities as the " devil's poker," and
the ground ivy has been nicknamed the " devil's candle-
stick," the mandrake supplying his candle. The puff-
balls of the lycoperdon form the devil's snuff-box,
and in Ireland the nettle is his apron, and the convolr
vulus his garter

; while at Iserlohn, in Germany,^ " the
mothers, to deter their children eating the mulberries,
sing to them that the devil requires them for the purpose
of blacking his boots." The Arum maculatum is " devil's

> Folkard's " Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 448.
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ladies and gentlemeu," and the Banunculus arvensis

is the " devil on both sides." The vegetable kingdom

also has been equally mindful of his majesty's food, the

spurge having long been named "devil's milk" and

the briony the " devil's cherry." A species of fungus,

known with us as " witches' butter," is called in Sweden

" devil's butter," while one of the popular names for the

mandrake is " devil's food." The hare-parsley supplies

him with oatmeal, and the stichwort is termed in the

West of England " devil's corn." Among further plants

associated with his Satanic majesty may be enumerated

the garden fennel, or love-in-a-mist, to which the

name of " devil-in-a-bush " has been applied, while the

fruit of the deadly nightshade is commonly designated

" devil's berries." Then there is the " devil's tree," and

the " devil's dung " is one of the nicknames of the assa-

foetida. The hawk-weed, like the scabious, was termed

" devil's bit," because the root looks as if it had been

bitten off. According to an old legend " the root was

once longer, until the devil bit away the rest for spite,

for he needed it not to make him sweat who is always

tormented with fear of the day of judgment." Gerarde

further adds that "the devil did bite it for envy,

because it is an herb that hath so many great virtues,

and is so beneficial to mankind," A species of ranun-

culus supplies his coach-wheels, and in some parts of

the country ferns are said to supply his brushes. His

majesty's wants, therefore, have been amply provided

for by the vegetable kingdom, for even the wild garlic

affords him a posy.^ Once more, in Sweden, a rose-

1 See Friend's "Flower-lore," i. 68.
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coloured flower, known as " Our Lady's hand," " has

two roots like hands, one white, the other black, and

when both are placed in water the black one will sink,

this is called ' Satan's hand ;
' but the white one, called

' Mary's hand,' will float." ^ Hence this flower is held in

deep and superstitious veneration among the peasantry

;

and in Crete the basil is considered an emblem of the

devil, and is placed on most window-ledges, no doubt

as a charm.

Some plants, again, have been used for exorcism

from their reputed antagonism to all Satanic influence.

Thus the avens or herb-bennett, when kept in a house,

was believed to render the devil powerless, and the

Greeks of old were in the habit of placing a laurel

bough over their doorways to keep away evil spirits.

The thistle has been long in demand for counteractino-

the powers of darkness, and in Esthonia it is placed

on the ripening corn to drive and scare away malignant

demons. In Poland, the disease known among the

poorer classes as " elf-lock " is supposed to be the work

of wicked spirits, but tradition says it will gradually

disappear if one buries thistle seed.^ The aloe, by the

Egyptians, is reputed to resist any baleful influence, and

the lunary or " honesty " is by our own country people

said to put every evil influence to flight. In Germany
the juniper disperses evil spirits, and in ancient times

the black hellebore, peony, and mugwort were largely

used for this purpose. According to a Eussian belief

' Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," ii. 104.

- " Mystic Trees and riowers," Frascv's Magazine.
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the elder-trefe drives away evil spirits, and hence this

plant is held in high respect. Among further plants

possessing the same quality are the nettle and milfoil^

and then there is the famous St. John's wort, popularly

nicknamed " devil's flight."

Closely allied with this part of our subject are

those plants connected with serpents, here forming a

very numerous class. Indeed, it was only, natural

that our ancestors, from their dread of the serpent on

account of its poisonous sting, as well as from their

antipathy to it as the symbol of evil, should ascertain

those plants which seemed either attractive, or anta-

gonistic, to this much-dreaded reptile. Accordingly

certain plants, from being supposed to be distasteful to

serpents, were much used as amulets to drive them

away. Foremost among these may be mentioned the

ash, to escape contact with which a serpent, it has

been said, would even creep into the fire, in allusion

to which Cowley thus writes :

—

" But that Avhich gave more wonder than the rest,

Within an ash a serpent built her nest

And laid her eggs, -when once to come beneath

The very shadow of an ash Avas death."

Gerarde notices this curious belief, and tells us that

" the leaves of this tree are so great virtue against ser-

pents that they dare not so much as touch the morning

and evening shadows of the tree, but shun them afar

off." Hence ash-sap was a German remedy for serpent

bites. Lucan, in his « Pharsalia " (9 1 5-921), has enu-

merated some of the plants burned for the purpose

of expelling serpents :

—
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" Beyond the fartliest tents rich fires they buihl,

That healthy medicinal odours yield,

There foreign galbanum dissolving fries,

And crackling flames from hnmble wallwort rise.

There tamarisk, which no green leaf adorns,

And there the spicy Syrian costos burns

;

There centaury supplies the wholesome flame,

That from Tlierssalian Chiron takes its name ;

The gummy larch tree, and the thapsos there.

Woundwort and maidenweed perfume the air.

There the long branches of the long-lived hart

With southernwood their odours strong impart,

The monsters of the land, the serpents fell,

Fly far away and shun the hostile smeU."

The smoke of the juniper was equally repellent

to serpents, and the juice of dittany " drives away

venomous beasts, and doth astonish them." In olden

times, for serpent bites, agrimony, chamomile, and the

fruit of the bramble, were held efficacious, and Gerarde

recommends the root of the bugloss, "as it keepeth

such from being stung as have drunk it before; the

leaves and seeds do the same." On the other hand,

some plants had the reputation of attracting serpents,

one of these being the moneywort or creeping loose-

strife, with which they were said to heal themselves

when wounded. As far back as the time of Pliny

serpents were supposed to be very fond of fennel, restor-

ing to them their youth by enabling them to cast their

old skins. There is a belief in Thuringia that the

possession of fern seed causes the bearer to be pursued

by serpents till thrown away
;

and, according to a

curious Prussian proverb, " from all old trees proceeds

either an owl or a devil," in reference, no doubt, tq

their often bare and sterile appearance.
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CHAPTER VII.

PLANTS IN FAIRY-LORE.

Many plants have gained a notoriety from their

connection with fairyland, and although the beHef

in this romantic source of superstition has almost

died out, yet it has left its traces in the numerous

legends which have survived amongst us. Thus the

delicate white flowers of the wood-sorrel are known
in Wales as "fairy bells," from a belief once current

that these tiny beings were summoned to their moon-

light revels and gambols by these bells. In Ireland

they were supposed to ride to their scenes of merry-

making on the ragwort, hence known as the " fairies'

horse." Cabbage-stalks, too, served them for steeds,

and a story is told of a certain farmer who resided

at Dundaniel, near Cork, and was considered to be

under fairy control. For a long time he suffered

from " the falling sickness," owing to the long journeys

which he was forced to make, night by night, with

the fairy folk on one of his own cabbage stumps.

Sometimes the good people made use of a straw, a

blade of grass, or a fern, a further illustration of

which is furnished by " The Witch of Fife :
"

—
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"Tlie first leet niglit, qnlian the new moon set,

Qulian all -was doufle and mirk.
We saddled our naigis wi' the moon-fern leif,

And rode fra Kilmerrin kirk.

Some horses were of the brume-cow framit,
And some of tlie greine bay tree

;

But mine was made of ane humloke schaw,
And a stour stallion was he." i

In some folk-tales fairies are represented as em-
ploying nuts for their mode of conveyance, in allusion
to which Shakespeare, in " Eomeo and Juliet," makes
Mercutio speak of Queen Mab's arrival in a nut-shell.
Similariy the fairies selected certain plants for their
attire. Although green seems to have been their popu-
lar colour, yet the fairies of the moon were often clad
in heath-brown or Hchen-dyed garments, whence the
epithet of " Elfin-grey." Their petticoats, for instance,
were composed of the fox-glove, a flower in demand
among Irish fairies for their gloves, and in some parts
of that country for their caps, where it is nicknamed
" Lusmore," while the Cicscicta epithymum is known in
Jersey as "fairies' hair." Their raiment was made of
the fairy flax, and the wood-anemone, with its fragile
blossoms, was supposed to afford them shelter in wet
weather. Shakespeare has represented Ariel reclin-
ing in "a cowslip's bell," and further speaks of the
small crimson drops in its blossom as "gold coats
spots "—" these be rubies, fairy favours." And at
the present day the cowslip is still known in Lincoln-

1 See Crofton Croker's "Jairy Legends and Traditions of the South
of Ireland, " 1862, p. 98.

F
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sliire as the "fairy cup." Its popular German name

is " key-flower
;

" and no flower has had in that

country so extensive an association with preternatural

wealth. A well-known legend relates how "Bertha"

entices some favoured child by exquisite primroses to

a doorway overgrown with flowers. This is the door

to an enchanted castle. When the key-flower touches

it, the door gently opens, and the favoured mortal passes

to a room with vessels covered over with primroses, in

which are treasures of gold and jewels. When the

treasure is secured the primroses must be replaced,

otherwise the finder will be for ever followed by a

"black dog."

Sometimes their mantles are made of the gossamer,

the cobwebs which may be seen in large quantities

on the furze bushes ; and so of King Oberon we are

told—
" A rich mantle did he wear,

Made of tinsel gossamer,

Bestarred over with a few

Diamond drops of morning dew."

Tulips are the cradles in which the fairy tribe have

lulled their offspring to rest, while the Fyrus japonica

serves them for a fire.^ Their hat is supplied by the

Pcziza coccinea; and in Lincolnshire, writes Mr. Friend,"

" A kind of fungus like a cup or old-fashioned purse,

with small objects inside, is called a fairy - purse."

When mending their clothes, the foxglove gives them

thimbles ; and many other flowers might be added

1 Folkard's " Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 30.

2 Friend, " Flowers and Flower Lore," p. 54.
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which are equally in request for their various needs.

It should be mentioned, however, that fairies, like

witches, have a strange antipathy to yellow flowers,

and rarely frequent localities where they grow.

In olden times, we read how in Scandinavia and
Germany the rose was under the special protection of

dwarfs and elves, who were ruled by the mighty King
Laurin, the lord of the rose-garden :

—

"Four portols to the garden lead, and when the gates are
closed.

No living might dare touch a rose, 'gainst his strict com-
mand Disposed

;

Whoe'er would break the golden gates, or cut the silken
thread.

Or who would dare to crush the flowers down beneath his
tread,

Soon for his pride would haA'e to pledge a foot and hand
;

Thus Laurin, king of Dwarfs, rules within his land."

We may mention here that the beautiful white or
yellow flowers that grow on the banks of lakes and
rivers in Sweden are called "neck-roses," memorials
of the ISTeck, a water-elf, and the poisonous root of
the water-hemlock was known as neck-root.^

In Brittany and in some parts of Ireland the haw-
thorn, or, as it is popularly designated, the fairy-thorn,

is a tree most specially in favour. On this account it

is held highly dangerous to gather even a leaf " from
certain old and solitary thorns which grow in sheltered
hollows of the moorlands," for these are the trysting-
places of the fairy race. A trace of the same super-
stition existed in Scotland, as may be gathered from

1 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," ii. S1-2.
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the subjoined extract from the "Scottish Statistical

Eeport" of the year 1796, in connection with New

parish :—" There is a quick thorn of a very antique

appearance, for which the people have a superstitious

veneration. They have a mortal dread to lop off or

cut any part of it, and af&rm with a religious horror

that some persons who had the temerity to hurt it,

were afterwaxds severely punished for their sacrilege."

One flower which, for some reason or other, is still

held in special honour by them, is the common stich-

wort of our country hedges, and which the Devonshire

peasant hesitates to pluck lest he should be pixy-led.

A similar idea formerly prevailed in the Isle of Man

in connection with the St. John's wort. If any un-

wary traveller happened, after sunset, to tread on this

plant, it was said that a fairy-horse would suddenly

appear, and carry him about all night. Wild thyme

is another of their favourite plants, and Mr. Folkard

notes that in Sicily rosemary is equally beloved ; and

that "the young fairies, under the guise of snakes,

lie concealed under its branches." According to a

Netherlandish belief, the elf-leaf, or sorceresses' plant,

is particularly grateful to them, and therefore ought

not to be plucked.^

The four-leaved clover is a magic talisman which

enables its wearer to detect the whereabouts of fairies,

and was said only to grow in their haunts ; in reference

to which belief Lover thus writes :

—

1 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," iii. 266.
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" I'll seek a four-leaved clover

In all the fairy dells,

And if I find the charmed leaf.

Oh, how I'll weave my spells !

"

And according to a Danish belief, any cue wanderiog

under an elder-bush at twelve o'clock on Midsummer
Eve will see the king of fairyland pass by with all

his retinue. Fairies' haunts are mostly in picturesque

spots (such as among the tufts of wild thyme) ; and
the oak tree, both here and in Germany, has generally

been their favourite abode, and hence the superstitious

reverence with which certain trees are held, care beino-

taken not to offend their mysterious inhabitants.

An immense deal of legendary lore has clustered

round the so-called fairy-rings—little circles of a

brighter green in old pastures—within which the

fairies were supposed to dance by night. This curious

phenomenon, however, is owing to the outspread pro-

pagation of a particular mushroom, the fairy-ringed

fungus, by which the ground is manured for a richer

following vegetation.^ Amongst the many other con-

jectures as to the cause of these verdant circles, some
have ascribed them to lightning, and others have
maintained that they are produced by ants.^ In the

"Tempest" (v. i) Prospero invokes the fairies as the
" demi-puppets " that—

•

"By moonshine do the green sour ringlets make,
Whereof the ewe not bites ; and you, whose pastime
Is to make midnight mushrooms."

' See "The Phytologist," 1862, p. 236-8.
^ "Folk-lore of Shakespeare," p. 15.
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And in the " Merry Wives of Windsor" (v. 5) Mistress

Quickly says

—

"And nightly, meadow-fairies, look, you sing,

Like to the Garter's compass, in a ring

;

The expressure that it hears, green let it he,

More fertile-fresh than all the field to see."

Drayton, in his « Nymphidia " (1. 69-72), tells

how the fairies

—

" In their courses make that round,

In meadows and in marshes found.

Of them so called the fayrie ground.

Of which they have the keeping."

These fairy-rings have long been held in supersti-

tious awe ; and when in olden times May-dew was

gathered by young ladies to improve their complexion,

they carefully avoided even touching the grass within

them, for fear of displeasing these little beings, and so

losing their personal charms. At the present day, too,

the peasant asserts that no sheep nor cattle will browse

on the mystic patches, a natural instinct warning them

of their peculiar nature. A few miles from Alnwick

was a fairy-ring, round which if people ran more than

nine times, some evil was supposed to befall them.

It is generally agreed that fairies were extremely

fond of dancing around oaks, and thus in addressing

the monarch of the forest a poet has exclaimed

—

« The fairies, from their nightly haunt,

In copse or dell, or round the trunk revered

Of Heme's moon-silvered oak, shall chase away

Each fog, each hlight, and dedicate to peace

Thy classic shade."
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In Sweden the miliary fever is said by tlie peasantry

to be caused by the elf-mote or meeting with elves,

as a remedy for which the lichen aphosus or lichen

caninus is souG,ht.

The toadstools often found near these so-called

fairy-rings were also thought to be their workmanship,

and in some localities are styled pixy-stools, and in

the ISTorth of Wales " fairy-tables," while the " cheeses,"

or fruit of the mallow, are known in the North of

England as "fairy-cheeses."

A species of wood fungus found about the roots

of old trees is designated " fairy-butter," because after

rain, and when in a certain degree of putrefaction, it

is reduced to a consistency which, together with its

colour, makes it not unlike butter. The fairy-butter

of the Welsh is a substance found at a great depth

in cavities of limestone rocks. Eitson, in his " Fairy

Tales," speaking of the fairies who frequented many
parts of Durham, relates how "a woman who had

been in their society challenged one of the guests

whom she espied in the market selling fairy-butter,"

an accusation, however, which was deeply resented.

Browne, in his " Britannia's Pastorals," makes the

table on which they feast consist of

—

" A little mushroom, tliat was now grown thinner

By being one time shaven for the dinner."

Fairies have always been jealous of their rights, and

are said to resent any infringement of their privileges,

one of these being the property of fruit out of season.

Any apples, too, remaining after the crop has been
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gathered in, they claim as their own ;
and hence, in

the West of England, to ensure their goodwill and

friendship, a few stray ones are purposely left on the

trees. This may partially perhaps explain the ill-luck

of plucking flowers out of season.^ A Netherlandish

piece of folk-lore informs us that certain wicked

elves prepare poison in some plants. Hence expe-

rienced shepherds are careful not to let their flocks

feed after sunset. One of these plants, they say, is

nightwort, " which belongs to the elves, and whoever

touches it must die."^ The disease known in Poland

as " elf-lock " is said to be the work of evH fairies or

demons, and is cured by burying thistle-seed in the

ground. Similarly, in Iceland, says Mr. Conway,

"the farmer guards the grass around his field lest

the elves abiding in them invade his crops." Like-

wise the globe-flower has been designated the troll-

flower, from the malignant trolls or elves, on account

of its poisonous qualities. On the other hand, the

Bavarian peasant has a notion that the elves are very

fond of strawberries; and "in order that they may be

good-humoured and bless his cows with abundance of

milk, he is careful to tie a basket of this fruit between

the cow's horns.

Of the many legendary origins of the fairy tribe, there

is a popular one abroad that mortals have frequently

been transformed into these little beings through

" eating of ambrosia or some peculiar kind of herb."

1 See Friend's "Flower Lore," i. 34.

2 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," iii. 266.

3 Friend's " Flower Lore," i. 27.
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According to a Cornish tradition, tlie fern is in some

mysterious manner connected with the fairies ; and a

tale is told of a young woman who, when one day

listlessly breaking off the fronds of fern as she sat

resting by the wayside, was suddenly confronted by

a " fairy widower," who was in search of some one to

attend to his little son. She accepted his offer, which

was ratified by kissing a fern leaf and repeating this

formula

—

'
' For a year and a day

I promise to stay."

Soon she was an inhabitant of fairyland, and was lost

to mortal gaze until she had fulfilled her stipulated

engagement.

In Germany we find a race of elves, somewhat
like the dwarfs, popularly known as the Wood
or Moss people. They are about the same size as

children, "grey and old-looking, hairy, and clad in

moss." Their lives, like those of the Hamadryads, are

attached to the trees; and "if any one causes by
friction the inner bark to loosen a Wood-woman
dies."^ Their great enemy is the Wild Huntsman,
who, driving invisibly through the air, pursues and
kills them. On one occasion a peasant, hearing the

weird baying in a wood, joined in the cry ; but on

the following morning he found hanging at his stable

door a quarter of a green Moss-woman as his share of

tlie game. As a spell against the Wild Huntsman,
the Moss-women sit in the middle of those trees upon

^ See Keightley's " Fairy Mythology," p. 231.
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which the woodcutter has placed a cross, indicating

that they are to be hewn, thereby making sure of

their safety. Then, again, there is the old legend

which tells how Brandan met a man on the sea,^ who

was " a thumb long, and floated on a leaf, holding a

little bowl in his right hand and a pointer in his left

;

the pointer he kept dipping into the sea and letting

water drop from it into the bowl ; when the bowl was

full, he emptied it out and began filling it again, his

doom consisting in measuring the sea until the judg-

ment-day." This floating on the leaf is suggestive

of ancient Indian myths, and reminds us of Brahma

sitting on a lotus and floating across the sea. Vishnu,

when, after Brahma's death, the waters have covered

all the worlds, sits in the shape of a tiny infant on a

leaf of the fig tree, and floats on the sea of milk suck-

ing the toe of his right foot.^

Another tribe of water-fairies are the nixes, who

frequently assume the appearance of beautiful maidens.

On fine sunny days they sit on the banks of rivers

or lakes, or on the branches of trees, combing and

arranging their golden locks :

—

" Know you the Nixes, gay and fair?

Their eyes are Mack, and green their hair,

They lurk in sedgy shores."

A fairy or water-sprite that resides in the neighbour-

hood of the Orkneys is popularly known as Tangie,

so-called from tang, the seaweed with which he is

1 Grimm's "Teut. Myth.," 1883, ii. 451 5
"Asiatic Researches,"

i- 345-
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covered. Occasionally he makes his appearance as a

little horse, and at other times as a man.^

Then there are the wood and forest folk of Germany,

spirits inhabiting the forests, who stood in friendly

relation to man, but are now so disgusted with the

faithless world, that they have retired from it. Hence
their precept

—

" Peel 110 tree,

Relate no dream.

Pipe no bread, or

Bake no cumin in bread,

So will God help thee in thy need."

On one occasion a "forest-wife," who had just

tasted a new baked-loaf, givea as an offering, was
lieard screaming aloud

—

"They've baken for me cumin-bread.

That on this house brings great distress."

The prosperity of the poor peasant was soon on the

wane, and before long he was reduced to abject

poverty.^ These legends, iu addition to illustrating

the fairy mythology of bygone years, are additionally

interesting from their connection with the plants and
flowers, most of which are familiar to us from our

childhood.

' See Keightley's "Fairy Mythology," p. 173.
2 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," i. 251-3.



( 92 )

CHAPTER VIII.

LOVE-CHARMS.

Plants have always been largely used for testing the

fidelity of lovers, and at the present day are still

extensively employed for this purpose by the rustic

maiden. As in the case of medical charms, more

virtue would often seem to reside in the mystic

formula uttered while the flower is being secretly

gathered, than in any particular quality of the flower

itself. Then, again, flowers, from their connection

with certain festivals, have been consulted in love

matters, and elsewhere we have alluded to the know-

ledge they have long been supposed to give in dreams,

after the performance of certain incantations.

Turning to some of the well-known charm for-

mulas, may be mentioned that known as " a clover of

two," the mode of gathering it constitutiug the charm

itself :

—

"A clover, a clover of two,

Put it in your right shoe ;

The first young man you meet,

In field, street, or lane,

You'll get him, or one of his name."

Then there is the hempseed formula, and one founded
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on the luck of an apple-pip, which, wlien seized be-

tween the finger and thumb, is supposed to pop in

the direction of the lover's abode ; an illustration of

which we subjoin as still used in Lancashire :

—

"Pippin, pippin, paradise,

Tell me M'here niy true love lies,

East, west, north, and south.

Pilling Brig, or Cocker Mouth."

The old custom, too, of throwing an apple-peel over

the head, marriage or single blessedness being foretold by
its remaining whole or breaking, and of the peel so cast

forming the initial of the future loved one, finds many
adherents. Equally popular, too, was the practice of

divining by a thistle blossom. When anxious to

ascertain who loved her most, a young woman would

take three or four heads of thistles, cut off their points,

and assign to each thistle the name of an admirer,

laying them under her pillow. On the following

morning the thistle which has put forth a fresh

sprout will denote the man who loves her most.

There are numerous charms connected with the

ash-leaf, and among those employed in the North of

England we may quote the following :

—

"The even ash-leaf in my left hand,

The first man I meet shall he my husband
;

The even ash-leaf in my glove.

The first I meet shall he my love
;

The even ash-leaf in my hreast.

The first man I meet's whom I love host

;

The even ash-leaf in my hand.

The first I meet shall he my man.
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Even ash, even ash, I pluck thee,

This night my true love for to see,

Neither in his rick nor in his rear,

But in the clothes he does every day wear."

And there is the well-known saying current through-

out the country

—

"If you find an even ash or a foui'-leaved clover,

Rest assured you'll see your true love ere the day is over."

Longfellow alludes to the husking of the maize

among the American colonists, an event which was

always accompanied by various ceremonies, one of

which he thus forcibly describes :

—

'
' In the golden weather the maize was husked, and the

maidens

Blushed at each blood-red ear, for that betokened a lover,

But at the crooked laughed, and called it a thief in the

corn-field

:

Even the blood-red ear to Evangeline brought not her

lover."

Charms of this kind are common, and vary in

different localities, being found extensively on the

Continent, where perhaps even greater importance is

attached to them than in our own country. Thus, a

popular French one—which many of our young people

also practise—is for lovers to test the sincerity of their

affections by taking a daisy and plucking its leaflets

off one by one, saying, " Does he love me ?—a little

— much— passionately— not at all!" the phrase

which falls to the last leaflet forming the answer to

the inquiry :

—
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"La blanche et simple Paqueiette,

Que ton cceur consult surtout,

Dit, Ton amant, tendre fillette,

T'aime, un peu, beaucoup, point du tout."

Perhaps Brown alludes to the same species of

divination when he writes of

—

" The gentle daisy with her silver crown,
Worn in the breast of many a shepherd lass."

In England the marigold, which is carefully excluded
from the flowers with which German maidens tell their

fortunes as unfavourable to love, is often used for divina-
tion, and in Germany the star-flower and dandelion.

Among some of the ordinary flowers in use for love-
divination may be mentioned the poppy, with its

"prophetic leaf," and the old-fashioned "bachelor's
buttons," which was credited with possessing some
magical effect upon the fortunes of lovers. Hence its

blossoms were carried in the pocket, success in love
being indicated in proportion as they lost or retained
their freshness. Browne alludes to the primrose, which
" maidens as a true-love in their bosoms place

; " and
in the ITorth of England the kemps or spikes of the
ribwort plantain are used as love-charms. The mode
of procedure as practised in Northamptonshire is thus
picturesquely given by Clare in his "Shepherd's Cal-
endar :

"

—

" Or trying simple charms and spells,

Which rural superstition tells,

They pull the little blossom threads
From out the knotweed's button heads,
And put tlie husk, with many a smile,
In their wliite bosom for a while

;
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Then, if tliey guess ariglit the swain

Their love's sweet fancies tiy to gain,

'Tis said that ere it lies an hour,

'Twill blossom with a second flower,

And from the bosom's handkerchief

Bloom as it ne'er had lost a leaf."

Then there are the downy thistle-heads, which the

rustic maiden names after her lovers, in connection

with which there are many old rhymes. Beans have

not lost their popularity; and the leaves of the

laurel still reveal the hidden fortune, having been

also burnt in olden times by girls to win back their

errant lovers.

The garden scene in "Faust" is a well-known

illustration of the employment of the centaury or blue-

bottle for testing the faith of lovers, for Margaret

selects it as the floral indication whence she may learn

the truth respecting Taust :

—

" And that scarlet poppies around like a bower,

The maiden found her mystic flower.

' Now, gentle flower, I pray thee tell

If my love loves, and loves me well

;

So may the fall of the morning dew

Keep the sun from fading thy tender blue ;

Now I remember the leaves for my lot—

He loves me not—he loves me—he loves me not—

He loves me ! Yes, the last leaf—yes !

I'll pluck thee not for that last sweet guess ;

He loves me !
' ' Yes,' a dear voice sighed

;

And her lover stands by Margaret's side."

Another mode of love-divination formerly much

practised among the lower orders was known as

" peascod-wooing." The cook, when shelling green

peas, would, if she chanced to find a pod having nine,
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lay it on the lintel of the kitchen-door, when the first
man who happened to enter was believed to be her
future sweetheart

; an allusion to which is thus aiven
by Gay :

—

"As peascod once I pluck'd, I chanced to see
One that was closely fill'd with three times three
Which, when I cropp'd, I safely home convey'd,

'

And o'er the door the spell in secret laid.
The latch mov'd np, when who should first come in.
But, m his proper person, Lublerkin."

On the other hand, it was customary in the North
of England to rub a young woman with pease-straw
should her lover prove unfaithful :

" If you meet a bonnie lassie,

Gie her a kiss and let her gae
;

If you meet a dirty hussey,
Fie, gae rub her o'er wi' stiae !

"

From an old Spanish proverb it would seem that
the rosemary has long been considered as in some
way connected with love :

—

" Who passeth by the rosemarie
And careth not to take a spraye,

For Avoman's love no care has he.
Nor shall he though he live for aye."

Of flowers and plants employed as love-charms on
certain festivals may be noticed the bay, rosebud
and the hempseed on St. Valentine's Day, nuts on
St. Mark's Eve, and the St. John's wort on Midsum-
mer Eve.

In Denmark ^ many an anxious lover places the St.

^ Thorpe's "Northern Mythology."

0
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John's wort between the beams under the roof for the

purpose of divination, the usual custom being to put one

plant for herself and another for her sweetheart. Should

these grow together, it is an omen of an approaching

wedding. In Brittany young people prove the good

faith of their lovers by a pretty ceremony. On St.

John's Eve, the men, wearing bunches of green wbeat

ears, and the women decorated with flax blossoms,

assemble round an old historic stone and place upon

it their wreaths. Should these remain fresh for some

time after, the lovers represented by them are to be

united ; but should they wither and die away, it is a

certain proof that the love will as rapidly disappear.

Again, in Sicily it is customary for young women to

throw from their windows an apple into the street,

which, should a woman pick up, it is a sign that

the girl will not be married during the year. Some-

times it happens that the apple is not touched, a

circumstance which indicates that the young lady,

when married, will ere long be a widow. On this

festival, too, the orpine or livelong has long been

in request, popularly known as " Midsummer men,"

whereas in Italy the house-leek is in demand. The

moss-rose, again, in years gone by, was plucked,

with sundry formalities, on Midsummer Eve for love-

divination, an allusion to which mode of forecasting

the future, as practised in our own country, occurs

in the poem of " The Cottage Girl
:
"

—

" The moss-rose that, at fall of dew,

Ere eve its duskier curtain drew,
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Was freslily gathered from its stem,

She values as the ruby gem

;

And, guarded from the ijiercing air,

With all an anxious lover's care,

She bids it, for her shepherd's sake.

Awake the New Year's frolic wake :

When faded in its altered hue.

She reads—the rustic is untrue !

But if its leaves the crimson paint,

Her sick'ning hopes no longer faint
;

The rose upon her bosom worn,
She meets him at the peep of morn."

On the Continent the rose is still thought to possess
mystic virtues in love matters, as in Thuringia, where
girls foretell their future by means of rose-leaves.

A ceremony belonging to Hallowe'en is observed in
Scotland with some trepidation, and consists in eating
an apple before a looking-glass, when the face of the
desired one will be seen. It is thus described by Burns—

"Wee Jenny to her granny says,

'Will ye gae wi' me, granny?
I'll eat the apple at the glass

I gat frae uncle Johnny.

'

She fufF't her pipe wi' sic a lunt,

In wrath she was sae vap'rin,

She notic't na an aizle brunt
Her braw neAv worset apron

Out thro' that night.

' Ye little skelpie limmer's face

!

I daur you try sic sportin'

As seek the foul thief ony place,

For him to spae your fortune

;

Nae doubt but ye may get a sight

!

Great cause ye hae to fear it,

For mony a ane has gotten a fright,

And lived and died deleeret

On sic a night.' "
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Hallowe'en also is still a favourite anniversary for all

kinds of nut-charms, and St. Thomas was long invoked

when the prophetic onion named after him was placed

under the pillow. Eosemary and thyme were used on

St. Agnes' Eve with this formula :

—

"St. Agnes, that's to lovers kind,

Come, ease the troubles of my mind."

In Austria, on Christmas Eve, apples are used for

divination. According to Mr. Conway, the apple must

be cut in two in the dark, without being touched,

the left half being placed in the bosom, and the right

laid behind the door. If this latter ceremony be care-

fully carried out, the desired one may be looked for

at midnight near the right half. He further tells us

that in the Erzgebirge, the maiden, having slept on

St. Andrew's, or Christmas, night with an apple under

her pillow, " takes her stand with it in her hand on

the next festival of the Church thereafter ; and the first

man whom she sees, other than a relative, will become

her husband."

Again, in Bohemia, on Christmas Eve, there is a

pretty practice for young people to fix coloured wax-

lights in the shells of the first nuts they have opened

that day, and to float them in water, after silently

assigning to each the name of some fancied wooer.

He whose little barque is the first to approach the girl

will be her future husband; but, on the other hand,

should an unwelcome suitor seem likely to be the first,

she blows against it, and so, by impeding its progress,

allows the favoured barque to win.
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In very early times flowers were much in request
as love-philtres, various allusions to which occur in

the literature of most ages. Thus, in " A Midsummer
Mght's Dream," Oberon tells Puck to place a pansy
on the eyes of Titania, in order that, on awaking, she
may fall in love with the first object she encounters.

Gerarde speaks of the carrot as "serving for love

matters," and adds that the root of the wild species is

more effectual than that of the garden. Vervain has long
been in repute as a love-philtre, and in Germany now-
a-days endive-seed is sold for its supposed power to

influence the affections. The root of the male fern was
in years gone by used in love-philtres, and hence the
following allusion :

—

" ' Twas the maiden's matchless beauty
That drew my heart a-nigh

;

Not the fern-root potion,

But the glance of her blue eye."

Then there is the basil with its mystic virtues, and the
cumin-seed and cyclamen, which from the time of Theo-
phrastus have been coveted for their magic virtues.
The purslane, crocus, and periwinkle were thought to
inspire love

; while the agnus castus and the Saraca
Indica (one of the sacred plants of India), a species of
the willow, were supposed to drive away all feelings of
love. SimHarly in Voigtland, the common basil°was
regarded as a test of chastity, withering in the hands of
the impure. The mandrake, which is still worn in France
as a love-charm, was employed by witches in the com-
position of their philtres ; and in Bohemia, it is said
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that if a maiden can secretly put a sprig of the com-

mon clover into her lover's shoe ere he sets out on a

journey, he will be faithful to her during his absence.

As far back as the time of Pliny, the water-lily was

regarded as an antidote to the love-philtre, and the

amaranth was used for curbing the affections. On
the other hand. Our Lady's bedstraw and the mallow

were supposed to have the reverse effect, while the

myrtle not only created love, but preserved it. The

Sicilians still employ hemp to secure the affections of

those they love, and gather it with various formalities,^

fully believing in its potency. Indeed, charms of this

kind are found throughout the world, every country

having its own special plants in demand for this pur-

pose. However whimsical they may seem, they at any

rate have the sanction of antiquity, and can claim an

antecedent history certainly worthy of a better cause.

^ Fraser^s Magazine, 1870, p. 720.
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CHAPTER IX.

DREAM-PLANTS.

The importance attached to dreams in all primitive

and savage culture accounts for the significance as-

cribed to certain plants found by visitors to dream-

land. At the outset, it may be noticed that various

drugs and narcotic potions have, from time immemorial,

been employed for producing dreams and visions—

a

process still in force amongst uncivilised tribes. Thus

the Mundrucus of ISTorth Brazil, when desirous of

gaining information on any special subject, would

administer to their seers narcotic drinks, so that in

their dreams they might be favoured with the know-
ledge required. Certain of the Amazon tribes use

narcotic plants for encouraging visions, and the Cali-

fornian Indians, writes Mr. Tylor,^ " would give

children narcotic potions, to gain from the ensuing

visions information about their enemies ;
" whilst, he

adds, " the Darien Indians used the seeds of the

Datura sanguinca to bring on in children prophetic

delirium, in which they revealed hidden treasure."

Similarly, the Delaware medicine-men used to driuk

^ "Primitive Culture," 1873, ii. 416, 417.
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decoctions of an intoxicating nature, " until their minds

became wildered, so tliat they saw extraordinary-

visions." ^ The North American Indians also held

intoxication by tobacco to be supernatural ecstasy.

It is curious to find a survival of this source of super-

stition in modern European folk-lore. Thus, on the

Continent, many a lover puts the four-leaved clover

under his pillow to dream of his lady-love ; and in our

own country, daisy-roots are used by the rustic maiden

for the same purpose. The Eussians are familiar with

a certain herb, known as the son-trava, a dream herb,

which has been identified with the Pulsatilla patens,

and is said to blossom in April, and to have an azure-

coloured flower. When placed under the pillow, it

will induce dreams, which are generally supposed to

be fulfilled. It has been ' suggested that it was from

its title of " tree of dreams " that the elm became a

prophetic tree, having been selected by Virgil in the

jEneid (vi.) as the roosting-place of dreams in gloomy

Orcus :

—

" Full in the midst a spreading elm displayed

His aged arms, and cast a mighty shade ;

Each trembling leaf with some light visions teems,

And leaves impregnated with airy dreams."

At the present day, the yarrow or milfoil is used by

love-sick maidens, who are directed to pluck the

mystic plant from a young man's grave, repeating

meanwhile this formula :

—

1 See Dorman's " Primitive Superstitions," p. 6S.
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"Yarrow, sweet yarrow, the first that I have found,
In the name of Jesus Christ I pluclc it from the ground

;

As Jesus loved sweet Mary and took lier for His dear,
So in a di-eam this night I hope my true love will appear."

Indeed, many other plants are in demand for this

species of love-divination, some of which are asso-

ciated with certain days and festivals. In Sweden,
for instance, "if on Midsummer night nine kinds of

flowers are laid under the head, a youth or maiden
will dream of his or her sweetheart."^ Hence in
these simple and rustic love-charms may be traced
similar beliefs as prevail among rude communities.

Again, among many of the American Indian tribes

we find, according to Mr. Dorman,^ " a mythical tree
or vine, which has a sacredness connected with it of

peculiar significance, forming a connecting-link and
medium of communication between the world of the
living and the dead. It is generally used by the
spirit as a ladder to pass downward and upward upon

;

the Ojibways having possessed one of these vines, the
upper end of which was twined round a star." He
further adds that many traditions are told of attempts
to climb these heavenly ladders; and "if a young
man has been much favoured with dreams, and the
people believe he has the art of looking into futurity,
the path is open to the highest honours. The future
prophet puts down his dreams in pictographs, and
when he has a collection of these, if they prove true
in any respect, then this record of his revelations is

1 Thorpe's "Northern Mythology," 1851, ii. loS.
^ "Primitive Superstitions," p. 67.
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appealed to as proof of his prophetic power." But,

without enumerating further instances of these savage

dream -traditions, which are closely allied with the

animistic theories of primitive culture, we would turn

to those plants which modern European folk-lore has

connected with dreamland. These are somewhat ex-

tensive, hut a brief survey of some of the most impor-

tant ones will suffice to indicate their general signi-

ficance.

Firstly, to dream of white flowers has been sup-

posed to prognosticate death; with which may be

compared the popular belief that "if a white rose-

bush puts forth unexpectedly, it is a sign of death

to the nearest house;" dream-omens in many cases

reflecting the superstitions of daily life. In Scotch

ballads the birch is associated with the dead, an illus-

tration of which we find in the subjoined lines :

—

" I dreamed a dreary dream last nicht

;

God keep us a' frae sorrow !

I dreamed I pu'd the birk sae green,

Wi' my true love on Yarrow.

I'll redde your dream, my sister dear,

I'll tell you a' your sorrow

;

You pu'd the birk wi' your true love ;

He's killed,—he's killed on Yarrow."

Of the many plants which have been considered of

good omen when seen in dreams, may be mentioned

the palm-tree, olive, jasmine, lily, laurel, thistle, thorn,

wormwood, currant, pear, &c. ; whereas the greatest

luck attaches to the rose. On the other hand, equally
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numerous are the plants whicli denote misfortune.

Among these may be included the plum, cherry,

withered roses, walnut, hemp, cypress, dandelion, &c.

Beans are still said to produce bad dreams and to

portend evil ; and according to a Leicestershire saying,

" If you wish for awful dreams or desire to go crazy,

sleep in a bean-field all night." Some plants are

said to foretell long life, such as the oak, apricot,

apple, box, grape, and fig; and sickness is supposed

to be presaged by such plants as the elder, onion,

acorn, and plum.

Love and marriage are, as might be expected, well

represented in the dream-flora ; a circumstance, indeed,

which has not failed to impress the young at all times.

Thus, foremost amongst the flowers which indicate

success in love is the rose, a fact which is not sur-

prising when it is remembered how largely this

favourite of our gardens enters into love-divinations.

Then there is the clover, to dream of which foretells

not only a happy marriage, but one productive of

wealth and prosperity. In this case, too, it must be
remembered the clover has long been reckoned as a
mystic plant, having in most European countries been
much employed for the purposes of divination. Of
further plants credited as auguring well for love affairs

are the raspberry, pomegranate, cucumber, currant, and
box

;
but the walnut implies unfaithfulness, and the

act of cutting parsley is an omen that the person so

occupied will sooner or later be crossed in love. This
ill-luck attached to parsley is in some measure ex-
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plained from the fact that in many respects it is an

unlucky plant. It is a belief, as we have noticed else-

where, widely spread in Devonshire, that to transplant

parsley is to commit a serious offence against the

guardian genius who presides over parsley-beds, certain

to be punished either on the offender himself or some

member of his family within the course of the year.

Once more " to dream of cutting cabbage," writes Mr.

Folkard/ "denotes jealousy on the part of wife,

husband, or lover, as the case may be. To dream of

any one else cutting them portends an attempt by some

person to create jealousy in the loved one's mind. To

dream of eating cabbages implies sickness to loved

ones and loss of money." The bramble, an important

plant in folk-lore, is partly unlucky, and " to dream of

passing through places covered with brambles por-

tends troubles ; if they prick you, secret enemies will

do you an injury with your friends ; if they draw blood,

expect heavy losses in trade." But to dream of

passing through brambles unhurt denotes a triumph

over enemies. To dream of being pricked with briars,

says the "Eoyal Dream Book,"^ "shows that the

person dreaming has an ardent desire to something,

and that young folks dreaming thus are in love, who

prick themselves in striving to gather their rose."

Some plants are said to denote riches, such as the oak,

marigold, pear and nut tree, while the gathering of

nuts is said to presage the discovery of unexpected

1 "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 265.

2 Quoted in Brand's "Popular Antiquities," 1849, iii. 135.
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wealth. Again, to dream of fruit or flowers out of

season is a bad omen, a notion, indeed, with which we
find various proverbs current throughout the country.

Thus, the Northamptonshire peasant considers the

blooming of the apple-tree after the fruit is ripe as

a certain omen of death—a belief embodied in the

following proverb :

—

" A bloom upon the apple-tree when the apples are ripe,

Is a sure termination to somebodj^'s life."

And once more, according to an old Sussex ada^e

—

" Fruit out of season

Sounds out of reason."

On the other hand, to dream of fruit or any sort of

crop during its proper season is still an indication of

good luck.^ Thus it is lucky to dream of daisies in

spring-time or summer, but just the reverse in autumn
or winter. Without enumerating further instances of

this kind, we may quote the subjoined rhyme relating

to the onion, as a specimen of many similar ones
scattered here and there in various countries :

^

" To dream of eating onions means
Much strife in thy domestic scenes,

Secrets fouud out or else betrayed,
And many falsehoods made and said."

Many plants in dream-lore have more than one
meaning attached to them. Thus from the "Eoyal
Dream Book " we learn that yellow flowers " predict

' See Friend's "Flower-Lore," i. 207.
= Folkard's " Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 477.
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love mixed with jealousy, and that you will have

more children to maintain than what justly belong to

you." To dream of garlic indicates the discovery of

hidden treasures, but the approach of some domestic

quarrel.

Cherries, again, indicate inconstancy ; but one would

scarcely expect to find the thistle regarded as lucky

;

for, according to an old piece of folk-lore, to dream of

being surrounded by this plant is a propitious sign,

foretelling that the person will before long have some

pleasing intelligence. In the same way a similar

meaning in dream-lore attaches to the thorn.

According to old dream-books, the dreaming of yew

indicates the death of an aged person, who will leave

considerable wealth behind him; while the violet is

said to devote advancement in life. Similarly, too, the

vine foretells prosperity, "for which," says a dream

interpreter, " we have the example of Astyages, king

of the Medes, who dreamed that his daughter brought

forth a vine, which was a prognostic of the grandeur,

riches, and felicity of the great Cyrus, who was born

of her after this dream."

Plucking ears of corn signifies the existence of secret

enemies, and Mr. Folkard quotes an old authority which

tells us that the juniper is potent in dreams. Thus,

"it is unlucky to dream of the tree itself, especially

if the person be sick ; but to dream of gathering the

berries, if it be in winter, denotes prosperity. To

dream of the actual berries signifies that the dreamer

will shortly arrive at great honours and become an
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important person. To the married it foretells the

birth of a male child."

Again, eating almonds signifies a journey, its suc-

cess or otherwise being denoted by their tasting sweet

or the contrary. Dreaming of grass is an auspicious

omen, provided it be green and fresh; but if it be

withered and decayed, it is a sign of the approach of

misfortune and sickness, followed perhaps by death.

Woe betide, too, the person who dreams that he is

cutting grass.

Certain plants produce dreams on particular occa-

sions. The mugwort and plantain have long been

associated with Midsummer
;
and, according to Thomas

Hill in his "Natural and Artificial Conclusions," a

rare coal is to be found under these plants but one

hour in the day, and one day in the year. When
Aubrey happened to be walking behind Montague
House at twelve o'clock on Midsummer day, he relates

how he saw about twenty-two young women, most of

them well dressed, and apparently all very busy weed-
ing. On making inquiries, he was informed that they
were looking for a coal under the root of a plantain,

to put beneath their heads that night, when they would
not fail to dream of their future husbands. But, un-
fortunately for this credulity, as an old author long
ago pointed out, the coal is nothing but an old dead
root, and that it may be found almost any day and
hour when sought for. By lovers the holly has long
been supposed to have mystic virtues as a dream-plant

when used on the eve of any of the following festivals :
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—Christmas, New Year's Day, Midsummer, and All

Hallowe'en. According to the mode of procedure prac-

tised in the northern counties, the anxious maiden,

before retiring to rest, places three pails full of water

in her bedroom, and then pins to her night-dress three

leaves of green holly opposite to her heart, after which

she goes to sleep. Believing in the efficacy of the

charm, she persuades herself that she will be roused

from her first slumber by three yells, as if from the

throats of three bears, succeeded by as many hoarse

laughs. When these have died away, the form of her

future husband will appear, who will show his attach-

ment to her by changing the position of the water-pails,

whereas if he have no particular afiection he will dis-

appear without even touching them.

Then, of course, from time immemorial all kinds of

charms have been observed on St. Valentine's Day to

produce prophetic dreams. A popular charm con-

sisted of placing two bay leaves, after sprinkling them

with rose-water, across the pillow, repeating this for-

mula :

—

" Good Valentine, he kind to me,

In dream let me my true love see."

St. Luke's Day was in years gone by a season for

love-divination, and among some of the many direc-

tions given we may quote the subjoined, which is

somewhat elaborate :
—

" Take marigold flowers, a sprig

of marjoram, thyme, and a little wormwood
;
dry them

before a fire, rub them to powder, then sift it through

a fine piece of lawn ; simmer these with a small quan-
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tity of virgin honey, in white vinegar, over ca slow fire

;

with this anoint your stomach, breasts, and lips, lying
down, and repeat these words thrice :

'St. Luke, St. Luke, be kind to me.
In dream let me my true love see !

'

This said, hasten to sleep, and in the soft slumbers of
night's repose, the very man whom you shall marry
shall appear before you."

Lastly, certain plants have been largely used by
gipsies and fortune-tellers for invoking dreams, and in
many a country village these are plucked and given to
the anxious inquirer with various formulas.

n
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CHAPTER X.

PLANTS AND THE WEATHER.

The influence of the weather on plants is an agri-

cultural belief which is firmly credited by the modern

husbandman. In many instances his meteorological

notions are. the result of observation, although in

some cases the reason assigned for certain pieces of

weather-lore is far from obvious. Incidental allusion

has already been made to the astrological doctrine of

the influence of the moon's changes on plants—

a

belief which still retains its hold in most agricultural

districts. It appears that in years gone by " neither

sowing, planting, nor grafting was ever undertaken

without a scrupulous attention to the increase or

waning of the moon;"^ and the advice given by

Tusser in his " Five Hundred Points of Husbandry

"

is not forgotten even at the present day :

—

" Sow peas and beans in the wane of the moon,

Who soweth them sooner, he soweth too soon,

That they Avith the planet may rest and rise,

And flourish with bearing, most plentiful-wise."

Many of the old gardening books give the same

advice, although by some it has been severely ridiculed.

1 Tyler's "Primitive Culture," 1873, i. I30-
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Scott, in his "Discoverie of Witchcraft," notes how
"the poor husbandman perceiveth that the increase
of the moon maketh plants fruitful, so as in the full

moone they are in best strength, decaying in the
wane, and in the conjunction do entirely wither and
fade." Similarly the growth of mushrooms is said to
be affected by the weather, and in Devonshire apples
" shrump up " if picked during a waning moon.^

One reason, perhaps, for the attention so univer-
sally paid to the moon's changes in agricultural pur-
suits is, writes Mr. Farrer, "that they are far more
remarkable than any of the sun's, and more cal-
culated to inspire dread by the nocturnal darkness
they contend with, and hence are held in popular
fancy nearly everywhere, to cause, portend, or accord
with changes in the lot of mortals, and all things
terrestrial." ^ On this assumption may be explained
the idea that the "moon's wane makes things on earth
to wane; when it is new or full it is everywhere
the proper season for new crops to be sown." In the
Hervey Islands cocoa-nuts are generally planted in the
full of the moon, the size of the latter being regarded
as symboHcal of the ultimate fulness of the fruit.

In the same way the weather of certain seasons of
the year is supposed to influence the vegetable world,
and m Eutlandshire we are told that "a green Christ-
mas brings a heavy harvest

;

" but a full moon about
Christmas Day is unlucky, hence the adage-

;
See ''English Folk-lore," pp. 42, 43.
i rimitive Manners and Customs," p. 74.
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" Light Christmas, light wheatsheaf,

Dark Christmas, heavy wheatsheaf."

If the weather be clear on Candlemas Day " corn and

fruits will then be dear," and " whoever doth plant or

sow on Shrove Tuesday, it will always remain green."

According to a piece of weather-lore in Sweden, there

is a saying that to strew ash branches in a field on

Ash Wednesday is equivalent to three days' rain and

three days' sun. Eain on Easter Day foretells a good

harvest but poor hay crop, while thunder on All Fool's

Day " brings good crops of corn and hay." Accord-

ing to the "Shepherd's Calendar," if "Midsummer

Day be never so little rainy the hazel and walnut

will be scarce; corn smitten in many places; but

apples, pears, and plums will not be hurt." And we

are further reminded

—

" Till St. James's Day be come and gone.

There may he hops or there may be none."

Speaking of hops, it is said, "plenty of ladybirds,

plenty of hops."

It is also a popular notion among our peasantry

that if a drop of rain hang on an oat at this season

there will be a good crop. Another agricultural adage

says

—

" No tempest, good July, lest com come off bluely."

Then there is the old Michaelmas rhyme

—

" At Michaelmas time, or a little before,

Half an apple goes to the core

;

At Christmas time, or a little after,

A crab in the hedge, and thanks to the grafter."
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On the other hand, the blossoming of plants at ceitain

times is said to be an indication of the coming weather,

and so when the bramble blooms early in June an early-

harvest may be expected ; and in the northern counties

the peasant judges of the advance of the year by the

appearance of the daisy, affirming that " spring has

not arrived till you can set your foot on twelve

daisies." We are also told that when many hawthorn
blossoms are seen a severe winter will follow; and,

according to Wilsford, "the broom having plenty of

blossoms is a sign of a fruitful year of corn." A
Surrey proverb tells us that " It's always cold when
the blackthorn comes into flower

;

" and there is the

rhyme which reminds us that

—

" If the oak is out before the ash,

'Twill be a summer of wet and splash

;

But if the ash is before the oak,

'Twill be a summer of fire and smoke."

There are several versions of this piece of weather-

lore, an old Kentish one being " Oak, smoke
;

ash,

quash ;

" and according to a version given in JVoics

and Q^leries ( i st Series v. 7 1
)

—

" If the oak's before the ash, then you'll only get a splash,
If the ash precedes the oak, then you may expect a soak."

From the " Shepherd's Calendar " we learn that, " If in

the fall of the leaf in October many leaves wither on
the boughs and hang there, it betokens a frosty winter
and much snow," with which may be compared a

Devonshire saying

—

" If good apples you would have
The leaves must go into the grave."
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Or, in other words, " you must plant your trees in the

fall of the leaf." And again, " Apples, pears, haw-

thorn-quick, oak ; set them at All-hallow-tide and com-

mand them to prosper ; set them at Candlemas and

entreat them to grow."

In Germany,-^ too, there is a rhyme which may be

thus translated

—

" When tlie hawthorn bloom too early shows.

We shall have still many snows."

In the same way the fruit of trees and plants was

regarded as a prognostication of the ensuing weather,

and Wilsford tells us that " great store of walnuts and

almonds presage a plentiful year of corn, especially

filberts." The notion that an abundance of haws be-

tokens a hard winter is still much credited, and has

given rise to the familiar Scotch proverb

—

" Mony haws,

Mony snaws."

Another variation of the same adage in Kent is, " A
plum year, a dumb year," and " Many nits, many pits,"

implying that the abundance of nuts in the autumn

indicates the " pits " or graves of those who shall suc-

cumb to the hard and inclement weather of winter

;

but, on the other hand, " A cherry year, a merry year."

A further piece of weather-lore tells us

—

" Many rains, many rowans ;

Many rowans, many yawns,"

1 Dublin Uniiersilii Magazine, December 1873, p. 677.
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the meaning being tliat an abundance of rowans—the

fruit of the mountain-ash—denote a deficient harvest.

Among further sayings of this kind may be noticed

one relating to the onion, which is thus

—

" Onion's skin very thin,

Mild winter's coming in ;

Onion's slcin thick and tough,

Coming winter cold and rough."

Again, many of our peasantry have long been accus-

tomed to arrange their farming pursuits from the indi-

cations given them by sundry trees and plants. Thus

it is said

—

" When the sloe tree is as white as a sheet,

Sow your barley whether it be dry or wet."

With which may be compared another piece of weather-

lore

—

" When the oak puts on his gosling grey,

'Tis time to sow barley night or day."

The leafing of the elm has from time immemorial

been made to regulate agricultural operations, and
hence the old rule

—

" When the elmen leaf is as Mg as a mouse's ear,

Then to sow barley never fear.

When the elmen leaf is as big as an ox's eye,

Then say I, ' Hie, boys, hie I'"

A Warwickshire variation is

—

" When elm leaves are big as a shilling

Plant kidney beans, if to plant 'em you're willing.

When elm leaves are as big as a penny.
You must plant kidney beans if you mean to have any."
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But if the grass grow in January, the husbandman is

recommended to " lock his grain in the granary," while

a further proverb informs us that

—

" On Candlemas Day if the thorns hang a drop.

You are sure of a good pea crop."

In bygone times the appearance of the berries of

the elder was held to indicate the proper season for

sowing wheat :

—

" With purple fruit when elder branches bend,

And their high hues the hips and cornels lend,

Ere yet chill hoar-frost comes, or sleety rain,

Sow with choice M'heat the neatly furrowed plain."

The elder is not without its teaching, and according

to a popular old proverb

—

" When the elder is white, brew and bake a peck,

When the elder is black, brew and bake a sack."

According to an old proverb, " You must look for,

grass on the top of the oak tree," the meaning being,

says Eay, that " the grass seldom springs well before

the oak begins to put forth."

In the "Western Counties it is asserted that frost

ceases as soon as the mulberry tree bursts into leaf,

with which may be compared the words of Autolycus

in the " Winter's Tale " (iv. 3) :

—

" When daffodils begin to peer,

With heigh ! the doxy over the dale,

Why, then comes in the sweet o' the year."

The dairyman is recommended in autumn to notice

the appearance of the fern, because

—
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" When the fern is as high as a ladle,

You may sleep as long as you are able.

When the fern begins to look red,

Then milk is good with brown bread."

Formerly certain agricultural operations were regu-

lated by the seasons, and an old rule tells the farmer

" Upon St. David's Day, put oats and barley in the clay."

Another version beins

—

" Sow peas and beans on David and Chad,
Be the weather good or bad."

A Somersetshire piece of agricultural lore fixes an
earlier date, and bids the farmer to " sow or set beans
in Candlemas waddle." In connection with the in-

clement weather that often prevails throughout the
spring months it is commonly said, "They that go to

their corn in May may come weeping away," but
" They that go in June may come back with a merry
tune." Then there is the following familiar pretty

couplet, of which there are several versions

" The bee doth love the sweetest flower.

So doth the blossom the April shower."

In connection with beans, there is a well-known adage
which says

—

" Be it weal or be it woe,
Beans should blow before May go."

Of the numerous other items of plant weather-lore,
it is said that "March wind wakes the ether (i.e.,

adder) and blooms the whin;" and many of our
peasantry maintain that

—
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" A i^eck of Marcli dust and a sliower in May,

Makes the corn green and the fields gay."

It should also be noted that many plants are con-

sidered good barometers. Chickweed, for instance,

expands its leaves fully when fine weather is to fol-

low ; but " if it should shut up, then the traveller is

to put on his greatcoat." ^ The same, too, is said to

be the case with the pimpernel, convolvulus, and

clover ; while if the marigold does not open its petals

by seven o'clock in the morning, either rain or thunder

may be expected in the course of the day. According

to Wilsford, " tezils, or fuller's thistle, being gathered

and hanged up in the house, where the air may come

freely to it, upon the alteration of cold and windy

weather will grow smoother, and against rain will

close up its prickles." Once more, according to the

"Shepherd's Calendar," "chaff, leaves, thistle-down,

or such light things whisking about and turning round

foreshows tempestuous winds
;

" and Coles, in his

introduction to the "Knowledge of Plants," informs

us that "if the down flieth off colt's-foot, dandelion,

and thistles when there is no wind, it is a sign of

rain."

Some plants, again, have gained a notoriety from

opening or shutting their flowers at the sun's bidding

;

in allusion to which Perdita remarks in the " Winter's

Tale" (iv. 3)—
" The marigold, that goes to bed with the sun, and M'ith him

rises weeping."

1 See Swainson's " Weather-lore," p. 257.
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It was also erroneously said, like the sun-flower, to

turn its blossoms to the sun, the latter being thus

described by Thomson

—

" The lofty follower of the sun,

Sad when he sets, shuts up her yellow leaves,

Drooping all night, and, when he warm returns.

Points her enamour'd bosom to his ray."

Another plant of this kind is the endive, which is

said to open its petals at eight o'clock in the morn-
ing, and to close them at four in the afternoon. Thus
we are told how

—

" On upland slopes the shepherds mark
The hour when, to the dial true,

Cichorium to the towering lark,

Lifts her soft eye, serenely blue."

And as another floral index of the time of day may be

noticed the goat's-beard, opening at sunrise and closing

at noon—hence one of its popular names of " Go to

bed at noon." This peculiarity is described by Bishop
Mant

—

" And goodly now the noon-tide hour,

When from his high meridian tower
The sun looks down in majestj'.

What time about, the grassy lea.

The goat's-beard, prompt his rise to hail,

With broad expanded disk, in veil

Close mantling wraps its yellow head.

And goes, as peasants say, to bed."

The dandelion has been nicknamed the peasant's clock,

its flowers opening very early in the morning ; while
its feathery seed-tufts have long been in requisition

as a barometer with children

—
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" Dandelion, with glote of do-wn,

The schoolboy's clock in every town,

Which the truant puffs ainaiu

To conjure lost hours back again."

Among other flowers possessing a similar feature may-

be noticed the wild succory, creeping mallow, purple

sandwort, small bindweed, common nipplewort, and

smooth sow-thistle. Then of course there is the pim-

pernel, known as tbe shepherd's clock and poor man's

weather-glass ; while the small purslane and the com-

mon garden lettuce are also included in the flower-

clock.'^

Among further items of weather-lore associated with

May, we are told how he that " sows oats in May gets

little that way," and " He who mows in May will have

neither fruit nor hay." Calm weather in June " sets

corn in tune ; " and a Suffolk adage says

—

" Cut your thistles before St. John,

You will have two instead of one."

But " Midsummer rain spoils hay and grain," whereas

it is commonly said that

A leafy May, and a warm June,

Bring on the harvest very soon."

Again, boisterous wet weather during the month of

July is to be deprecated, for, as the old adage runs

—

" No tempest, good July,

Lest the corn look surly."

riowers of this kind are very numerous, and under a

variety of forms prevail largely in our own and other

1 See " riower-lore," p. 226.
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countries, an interesting collection of which have been

collected by Mr. Swainson in his interesting little

volume on "Weather Folk-lore," in which he has

given the pai'allels in foreign countries. It must be

remembered, however, that a great number of these

plant-sayings originated very many years ago—long

before the alteration in the style of the calendar

—

which in numerous instances will account for their

apparent contradictory character. In noticing, too,

these proverbs, account must be taken of the variation

of climate in different countries, for what applies to

one locality does not to another. Thus, for instance,

according to a Basque proverb, " A wet May, a fruitful

year," whereas it is said in Corsica, "A rainy May
brings little barley and no wheat." Instances of this

kind are of frequent occurrence, and of course are in

many cases explained by the difference of climate.

But in comparing all branches of folk-lore, similar

variations, as we have already observed, are noticeable,

to account for which is often a task full of difficulty.

Of the numerous other instances of weather-lore

associated with agricultural operations, it is said in

relation to rain

—

" Sow beans in the mud, and they'll grow like wood."

And a saying in East Anglia is to this effect—

" Sow in the slop (or sop), heavy at top."

A further admonition advises the farmer to

" Sow wheat in dirt, and rye in dust ;
"
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while, according to a piece of folk-lore current in East

Anglia, " Wheat well-sown is half-grown." The Scotch

have a proverb warning the farmer against premature

sowing

—

" Nae hurry wi' your corns,

Nae hurry wi' your harrows
;

Snaw lies ahint the dyke,

Mair may come and fill the funoM's."

And according to another old adage we are told how—
'

' When the aspen leaves are no higger than jonr nail,

Is the time to look out for trulF and peel." ^

In short, it will be found that most of our counties

have their items of weather-lore
;
many of which, whilst

varying in some respect, are evidently modifications

of one and the same belief. In many cases, too, it

must be admitted that this species of weather-wisdom

is not based altogether on idle fancy, but in accordance

with recognised habits of plants under certain condi-

tions of weather. Indeed, it has been pointed out

that so sensitive are various flowers to any change in

the temperature or the amount of light, that it has

been noticed that there is as much as one hour's differ-

ence between the time when the same flower opens at

Paris and Upsala. It is, too, a familiar fact to students

of vegetable physiology that the leaves of Forleria

hygrometrica fold down or rise up in accordance with

the state of the atmosphere. In short, it was pointed

out in the Standard, in illustration of the extreme

^ See Notes and Qu€7-ics, 1st Ser. ii. 511.
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sensitiveness of certain plants to surrounding influences,

how the Hcedysarums have been well known ever since

the days of Linnseus to suddenly begin to quiver

without any apparent cause, and just as suddenly to

stop. Force cannot initiate the movement, though cold

will stop it, and heat will set in motion again the sus-

pended animation of the leaves. If artificially kept from
moving they will, when released, instantly begin their

task anew and with redoubled energy. Similarly the

leaves of the Colocasia esculenta—the tara of the Sand-
wich Islands—wiU often shiver at irregular times of

the day and night, and with such energy that little

bells hung on the petals tinkle. And yet, curious to

say, we are told that the keenest eye has not yet been
able to detect any peculiarity in these plants to account

for these strange motions. It has been suggested that

they are due to changes in the weather of such a slight

character that " our nerves are incapable of appreciating

them, or the mercury of recording their accompanying
oscillations."
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CHAPTER XI.

PLANT PROVERBS.

A HOST of curious proverbs have, from the earliest

period, clustered round the vegetable world, most of

which—gathered from experience and observatiou

—

embody an immense amount of truth, besides in nume-

rous instances conveying an application of a moral

nature. These proverbs, too, have a very wide range,

and on this account are all the more interesting from

the very fact of their referring to so many conditions

of life. Thus, the familiar adage which tells us that

" nobody is fond of fading flowers," has a far deeper

signification, reminding us that everything associated

with change and decay must always be a matter of

regret. To take another trite proverb of the same

kind, we are told how " truths and roses have thorns

about them," which is absolutely true; and there is

the well-known expression "to pipe in an ivy leaf,"

which signifies " to go and engage in some futile or

idle pursuit " which cannot be productive of any good.

The common proverb, " He hath sown his wild oats,"

needs no comment; and the inclination of evil to

override good is embodied in various adages, such as,

" The weeds o'ergrow the corn," while the tenacity with
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which evil holds its ground is further expressed ia

such sayings as this—" The frost hurts not weeds."

The poisonous effects, again, of evil is exemplified

thus—" One ill-bred mars a whole pot of pottage,"

and the rapidity with which it spreads has, amongst
other proverbs, been thus described, " Evil weeds grow
apace." Speaking of weeds in their metaphorical

sense, we may quote one further adage respecting

them

—

" A weed that runs to seed

Is a seven years' weed."

And the oft-quoted phrase, " It will be a nosegay to

him as long as he lives," implies that disagreeable

actions, instead of being lost sight of, only too fre-

quently cling to a man in after years, or, as Eay says,

" stink in his nostrils." The man who abandons some
good enterprise for a worthless, or insignificant, under-
taking is said to "cut down an oak and plant a
thistle," of which there is a further version, " to cut

down an oak and set up a strawberry." The truth of

the next adage needs no comment—" Usurers live

by the fall of heirs, as swine by the droppings of

acorns."

Things that are slow but sure in their progress

are the subject of a well-known Gloucestershire

saying

—

" It is as long in coming as Cotswold barley."

"The com in this cold country," writes Eay, "ex-
posed to the winds, bleak and shelterless, is very

I
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backward at the first, but afterwards overtakes tlie

forwardest in the country, if not in the barn, in the

bushel, both for the quantity and goodness thereof."

According to the Italians, "Every grain hath its bran,"

which corresponds with our saying, " Every bean hath

its black," the meaning being that nothing is without

certain imperfections. A person in extreme poverty

is often described as being " as bare as the birch at

Yule Even," and an ill-natured or evil-disposed person

who tries to do harm, but cannot, is commonly said to

"Jump at it like a cock at a gooseberry."

Then the idea of durableness is thus expressed in a

Wiltshire proverb

—

" Aa eldern stake and a blackthorn ether [hedge].

Will make a hedge to last for ever "

—

an elder stake being commonly said to last in the

frround longer than an iron bar of the same size.'^

A person who is always on the alert to make use

of opportunities, and never allows a good thing to

escape his grasp, is said to " have a ready mouth for

a ripe cherry." The rich beauty, too, of the cherry,

which causes it to be gathered, has had this moral

application attached to it

—

"A woman and a cherry are painted for their own harm."

Speaking of cherries, it may be mentioned that the

awkwardness of eating them on account of their

1 See Akerman's " Wiltshh-e Glossary," p. iS.
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Stones, has given rise to sundry proverbs, as the
following

—

" Eat peas with the king, and cherries with the beggar,"

and

—

" Those tliat eat cherries Avith great persons shall have their eyes
squirted out -with the stones."

A man who makes a great show without a corres-
ponding practice is said to be like "fig-tree fuel,

much smoke and little fire," and another adage says—
" Peel a fig for your friend, and a peach for your enemy."

This proverb, however, is not quite clear when applied
to this country. - To peel a fig, so far as we are
concerned," writes Mr. Hazlitt,^ « can have no signifi-
cance, except that we should not regard it as a
friendly service; but, in fact, the proverb is merely a
translation from the Spanish, and in that language
and country the phrase carries a very full mernin-
as no one would probably like to eat a fig without
bemg sure that the fruit had not been tampered with.
The whole saying is, however, rather unintelliaible
'Peehng a peach' would be treated anywhere°as a
dubious attention."

_

Of the many proverbs connected with thorns, there
13 the true one which tells us how

" He that goes barefoot must not plant thorns,"

the meaning of which is self-evident, and the person
who lives m a chronic state of uneasiness is said to

' "English Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases," pp. 327^8.
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" sit on thorus." Then there is the oft-quoted

adage

—

" Wliile thy shoe is on thy foot, tread upon the thorns."

On the other hand, that no position in life is exempt from,

trouble of some kind is embodied in this proverb

—

"Wherever a man dwells he shall be sure to have a thorn bush

near his door,"

which Eay also explains in its literal sense, remark-

ing that there "are few places in England where a

man can dwell, but he shall have one near him."

Then, again, thorns are commonly said to " make the

greatest crackling," and " the thorn comes forth with

its point forward."

.

Many a great man has wished himself poor and

obscure in his hours of adversity, a sentiment con-

tained in the following proverb

—

" The pine wishes herself a shrub when the axe is at her root."

A quaint phrase applied to those who expect events

to take an unnatural turn is

—

" Would you have potatoes grow by the pot-side ?

"

Amongst some of the other numerous proverbs may

be mentioned a few relating to the apple ; one of these

reminding us that

" An apple, an egg, and a nut.

You may eat after a .slut."

Selfishness in giving is thus expressed

—

"To give an apple where there is an orchard."
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And the idea of worthlessness is often referred to as

when it is said that " There is small choice in rotten

apples," with which may be compared another which
warns us of the contagious effects of bad influence

—

" The rotten apple injures its neighbour."

The utter dissimilarity which often exists between
two persons, or things, is jocularly enjoined in the
familiar adage

—

"As like as an apple is to a lobster,"

and the folly of taking what one knows is paltry or
bad has given rise to an instructive proverb

—

" Better give an apple than eat it."

The folly of expecting good results from the most
unreasonable causes is the subject of the following
old adage

—

"Plant the crab where you will, it will never bear pippins."

The crab tree has also been made the subject of several
amusing rhymes, one of which is as follows

" The crab of the wood is sauce very good for the crab of the
sea,

But the wood of the crab is sauce for a drab that will not her
husband obey."

The coolness of the cucumber has long ago become
proverbial for a person of a cold collected na°ture, " As
cool as a cucumber," and the man who not only makes
unreasonable requests, but equally expects them to be
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gratified, is said to " ask an elm-tree for pears." Then,

again, foolish persons who have no power of observa-

tion, are likened to " a blind goose that knows not a

fox from a fern bush."

The willow has long been a proverbial symbol of

sadness, and on this account it was customary for

those who were forsaken in love to wear a garland

made of willow. Thus in " Othello," Desdemona (Act

iv. sc. 3) anticipating her death, says

—

'
' My mother had a maid called Barbara :

She was in love ; and he she loved proved mad,

And did forsake her : she had a song of willow ;

An old thing 'twas, hut it expressed her fortune,

And she died singing it : that song to-night

Will not go from my mind."

According to another adage

—

"Willows are weak, yet they bind other wood,"

the significance of which is clear. Then, again, there

is the not very complimentary proverbial saying, of

which there are several versions

—

" A spaniel, a woman, and a walnut-tree,

The more they're beaten, the better they be."

Another variation, given by Moor in his " Suffolk

Words" (p. 465), is this

—

" Three things by beating better prove

:

A nut, an ass, a woman ;

The cudgel from their back remove,

And they'll be good for no man."

A curious phrase current in Devonshire for a young

lady who jilts a man is, " She has given him turnips
;

"
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and an expressive one for those persons who in spite

of every kindness are the very reverse themselves is

this
—

" Though you stroke the nettle ever so kindly,

yet it will sting you ;
" with which may be compared

a similar proverb equally suggestive

—

" He that handles a nettle tenderly is soonest stung."

The ultimate effects of perseverance, coupled with

time, is thus shown—"With time and patience the

leaf of the mulberry tree becomes satin."

A phrase current, according to Eay, in Gloucester-

shire for those " who always have a sad, severe, and

terrific countenance," is, " He looks as if he lived on

Tewkesbury mustard"—this town having been long

noted for its "mustard-balls made there, and sent to

other parts." It may be remembered that in " 2 Henry

IV." (Act ii. sc. 4) Falstaff speaks of "wit as thick

as Tewkesbury mustard." Then there is the familiar

adage applied to the man who lacks steady application,

" A rolling stone gathers no moss," with which may
be compared another, "Seldom mosseth the marble-

stone that men [tread] oft upon."

Among the good old proverbs associated with flax

may be mentioned the following, which enjoins the

necessity of faith in our actions

—

" Get thy spindle and thy distafif ready, and God will send the flax."

A popular phrase speaks of " An owl in an ivy-bush,"

which perhaps was originally meant to denote the

union of wisdom with conviviality, equivalent to " Be
merry and wise," Formerly an ivy-bush was a com-
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mon tavern sign, and gave rise to the familiar proverb,

" Good wine needs no bush," this plant having been

selected probably from having been sacred to Bacchus.

According to an old proverb respecting the camo-

mile, we are told that " the more it is trodden the

more it will spread," an allusion to which is made by

Falstaff in " i Henry IV." (Act ii. sc. 4) :—" For though

the camomile, the more it is trodden on, the faster it

grows
;
yet youth, the more it is wasted, the sooner it

wears."

There are many proverbs associated with the oak.

Eeferring to its growth, we are told that " The willow

will buy a horse before the oak will pay for a saddle,"

the allusion being, of course, to the different rates at

which trees grow. That occasionally some trifling

event may have the most momentous issues is thus

exemplified

—

" The smallest axe may fell the largest oak ;

"

although, on the other hand, it is said that

—

"An oak is not felled at one chop."

A further variation of the same, idea tells us how

—

" Little strokes fell great oaks,"

in connection with which may be quoted the words of

Ovid to the same effect

—

" Quid magis est durum saxo ? Quid mollius undd ?

Dura taneu molli saxa cavantur aqutt ?

"

Then, again, it is commonly said that

—

" Oaks may fall when seeds brave the storm."
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And to give one more illustration

—

" The greatest oaks have been little acorns."

Similarly, with trees in general, we find a good

number of proverbs. Thus one informs us that " Wise
men in the world are like timber trees in a hedo-e,

here and there one." That there is some good in

every one is illustrated by this saying—" There's no
tree but bears some fruit," The familiar proverb, that
" The tree is no sooner down but every one runs for his

hatchet," explains itself, whereas "The highest tree

hath the greater fall," which, in its moral application,

is equally true. Again, an agricultural precept enjoins

the farmer to " Set trees poor and they will grow rich
;

set them rich and they will grow poor," that is, remove
them out of a more barren into a fatter soil. That
success can only be gained by toil is illustrated in this

proverb—" He that would have the fruit must climb
the tree," and once more it is said that He who plants

trees loves others beside himself."

In the Midland counties there is a proverbial saying

that " if there are no kegs or seeds in the ash trees,

there will be no king within the twelvemonth," the ash
never being wholly destitute of kegs. Another pro-

verb refers to the use of ash-wood for burnin"o
" Burn ash-wood green,

'Tis a lire for a queen,

Burn ash-wood dear,

'Twill make a man swear ;

"

the meaning being that the ash when green burns
well, but when dry or withered just the reverse.
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A form of well-wisliing formerly current in York-

shire was thus

—

" May your footfall be by the root of an ash,"

in allusion, it has been suggested, to the fact that the

ash is a capital tree for draining the soil in its vicinity.

But leaving trees, an immense number of proverbs

are associated with corn, many of which are very

varied. Thus, of those who contrive to get a good

return for their meagre work or money, it is said

—

" You have made a long harvest for a little corn,"

with which may be compared the phrase

—

" You give me coloquintida (colocynth) for Herb-John."

Those who reap advantage from another man's labour

are said to " put their sickle into another man's corn,"

and the various surroundings of royalty, however insig-

nificant they may be, are generally better, says the

proverb, than the best thing of the subjects

—

" The Icing's chaff is better than other people's com."

Among the proverbs relating to grass may be men-

tioned the popular one, " He does not let the grass

grow under his feet :
" another old version of which is,

" N"o grass grows on his heel." Another well-known

' adage reminds us that

—

" The higher the hill the lower the grass,"

and eq^ually familiar is the following

—

" "While the grass groweth the seely horse starveth."

In connection with hops, the proverb runs that

"hops make or break;" and no hop-grower, writes
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Mr. HazHtt/ " will have much dilBculty in appreciating

this proverbial dictum. An estate has been lost or

won in the course of a single season ; but the hop is an

expensive plant to rear, and a bad year may spoil the

entire crop."

Actions which produce different results to what are

expected are thus spoken of

—

" You set saffron and there came up wolfsbane."

In Devonshire it may be noted that this plant is

used to denote anything of value ; and it is related of

a farmer near Exeter who, when praising a certain

farm, remarked, " 'Tis a very pretty little place ; he'd

let so dear as saffron."

Many, again, are the proverbial sayings associated

with roses—most of these being employed to indicate

what is not only sweet and lovely, but bright and

joyous. Thus, there are the well-known phrases, "A
bed of roses," and " As sweet as a rose," and the oft-

quoted popular adage

—

" The rose, called by any other name, would smell as sweet,"

which, as Mr, Hazlitt remarks, "although not ori-

ginally proverbial, or in its nature, or even in the

poet's intention so, has acquired that character by

long custom."

An old adage, which is still credited by certain of

our country folk, reminds us that

—

"A parsley field will bring a man to his saddle and a woman to

her grave,"

' " Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases," p. 207.
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a warning which is not unlike one current in Surrey

and other southern counties

—

"Where parsley's gro-\vn in the garden, there'll he a death before

the year's out."

In Devonshire it has long been held unlucky to

transplant parsley, and a poor woman in the neigh-

bourhood of Morwenstow attributed a certain stroke

with which one of her children had been afflicted

after whooping-cough to the unfortunate undoing of

the parsley bed. In the "Folk-lore Eecord," too, an

amusing instance is related of a gardener at Southamp-

ton, who, for the same reason, refused to sow some

parsley seed. It may be noted that from a very early

period the same antipathy has existed in regard to this

plant, and it is recorded how a few mules laden with

parsley threw into a complete panic a Greek force on

its march against the enemy. But the plant no doubt

acquired its ominous significance from its having been

largely used to bestrew the tombs of the dead ; the

term SeiaOai aeXlvov—to be in need of parsley—was

a common phrase employed to denote those on the

point of death. There are various other superstitions

attached to this plant, as in Hampshire, where the

peasants dislike giving any away for fear of some ill-

luck befalling them. Similarly, according to another

proverb

—

" Sowing fennel is sowing sorroAv."

But why this should be so it is difficult to explain,

considering that by the ancients fennel was used for

the victor's wreath, and, as one of the plants dedicated
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to Sfc. John, it has long been placed over doors on his

vigil. On the other hand, there is a common saying

with respect to rosemary, which was once much culti-

vated in kitchen gardens

—

" Where rosemary flourishes the lady rules."

Vetches, from being reputed a most hardy grain,

have been embodied in the followino- adao-e

—

" A thetch will go through

The bottom of an old shoe,"

which reminds us of the proverbial saying already

quoted ^

—

" Like a camomile bed,

The more it is trodden

The more it will spread."

The common expression

—

"Worth a plum,"

is generally said of a man who is accredited with large

means, and another adage tells us that

" The higher the plum-tree, the riper the plum."

To live in luxury and affluence is expressed by the
proverbial phrase " To live in clover," with which may
be compared the saying " Do it up in lavender," applied
to anything which is valuable and precious. A further
similar phrase is " Laid up in lavender," in allusion to

the old-fashioned custom of scenting newly-washed
linen with this fragrant plant. Thus Shenstone says—

" Lavender, whose spikes of azure bloom
Shall be, ercwliile, in arid bundles bound,

^ Page 136.



142 THE FOLK-LORE OF PLANTS.

To lurk amidst the labours of her loom,

And crown her kerchiefs clean with micklc rare perfume."

AccordiBg to Gerarde, the Spartans were in the

habit of eating cress with their bread, from a popular

notion very generally held among the ancients, that

those who ate it became noted for their wit and

decision of character. Hence the old proverb

—

"Eat cress to learn more wit."

Of fruit proverbs we are told that

"If you would enjoy the fruit, pluck not the flower."

And again

—

" When all fruit faUs, welcome haws."

And " If you would have fruit, you must carry the

leaf to the grave
;

" which Eay explains, " You must

transplant your trees just about the fall of the leaf,"

and then there is the much-quoted rhyme

—

" Fruit out of season,

Sorrow out of reason."

Eespecting the vine, it is said

—

" Make the vine poor, and it will make you rich,"

that is, prune off its branches ; and another adage is

to this effect :
" Short boughs, long vintage." The

constant blooming of the gorse has given rise to a

popular JSTorthamptonshire proverb

—

" When gorse is out of bloom, kissing is out of season.

"

The health-giving properties of various plants have
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long been in the highest repute, and have given rise to

numerous well-known proverbs, which are still heard

in many a home. Thus old Gerarde, describing the

virtues of the mallow, tells us

—

" If that of health you have any special care,

Use French :nalloAVS, that to the body wholesome are."

Then there is the time-honoured adage which says

that

—

" He that would live for aye
Must eat sage in May."

And Aubrey has bequeathed us the following piece of

advice

—

" Eat leeks in Lide, and ramsines in May,
And all the year after physicians may play."

There are many sayings of this kind still current

among our country-folk, some of which no doubt
contain good advice

; and of the plaintain, which from
time immemorial has been used as a vulnerary, it is

said

—

" Plantain ribbed, that heals the reaper's wounds."

In Herefordshire there is a popular rhyme associated

with the aul {Alnus glutinosus)—
" When the bud of the aul is as big as the trout's eye.
Then that fish is in season in the river Wye."

A Yorkshire name for the quaking grass {Briza media) is

" trembling jockies," and according to a local proverb—

" A trimmling jock i' t' house,

An' you wceaut hev a mouse,"
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this plant being, it is said, obnoxious to mice. Accord-

ing to a Warwickshire proverb

—

" Plant your sage and rue together,

The sage will grow in any weather."

This list of plant proverbs might easily be extended,

but the illustrations quoted in the preceding pages

are a fair sample of this portion of our subject.

Whereas many are based on truth, others are more

or less meaningless. At any rate, they still thrive to

a large extent among our ruml community, by whom

they are regarded as so many household sayings.
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CHAPTER XIT.

PLANTS AND THEIR CEREMONIAL USE.

In the earliest period of primitive society flowers seem
to have been largely used for ceremonial purposes.
Tracing their history downwards up to the present
day, we find how extensively, throughout the world,
they have entered into sacred and other rites. This
is not surprising when we remember how universal
have been the love and admiration for these choice
and lovely productions of nature's handiwork. From
being used as offerings in the old heathen worship
they acquired an additional veneration, and became
associated with customs which had important signifi-

cance. Hence the great quantity of flowers required,
for ceremonial purposes of various kinds, no doubt
promoted and encouraged a taste for horticulture even
among uncultured tribes. Thus the Mexicans had
their famous floating gardens, and in the numerous
records handed down of social life, as it existed in
different countries, there is no lack of references to
the habits and peculiarities of the vegetable worid.

Again, from all parts of the worid, the histories of
bygone centuries have contributed their accounts of
the rich assortment of flowers in demand for the
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worship of the gods, which are valuable as indicating

how elaborate and extensive was the knowledge of

plants in primitive periods, and how magnificent must

have been the display of these beautiful and brilliant

offerings. Amongst some tribes, too, so sacred were

the flowers used in religious rites held, that it was

forbidden so much as to smell them, much less to

handle them, except by those whose privileged duty

it was to arrange them for the altar. Coming down

to the historic days of Greece and Eome, we have

abundant details of the skill and care that were dis-

played in procuring for religious purposes the finest

and choicest varieties of flowers; abundant allusions

to which are found in the old classic writings.

The profuseness with which flowers were used in

Eome during triumphal processions has long ago be-

come proverbial, in allusion to which Macaulay says—

" On they ride to the Forum,

While laurel boughs, and flowers,

From house-tops and from windows.

Fell ou their crests in showers."

Elowers, in fact, were in demand on every conceivable

occasion, a custom which was frequently productive

of costly extravagance. Then there was their festi-

val of the Floralia, in honour of the reappearance of

spring-time, with its hosts of bright blossoms, a sur-

vival of which has long been kept up in this country

on May Day, when garlands and carols form the chief

feature of the rustic merry-making. Another grand

ceremonial occasion, when flowers were specially in
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request, was the Foutinalia, an important day in

Eome, for the wells and fountains were crowned with
flowers :

—
" Fontinalia festus erat dies Eomte, quo in

fontes coronas projiciebant, puteosque coronabant, ut
a quibus pellucidos liquores at restinguendam sitim

acciperent, iisdem gratiam referre hoc situ viderentur."

A pretty survival of this festival has long been ob-
served in the well-dressing of Tissington on Ascension
Day, when the wells are most beautifully decorated
with leaves and flowers, arranged in fanciful devices,

interwoven into certain symbols and texts. This
floral rite is thus described in " The Fleece "

'' With light fantastic toe, the nymplis

^ Thither assembled, thither every swain
;

And o'er the dimpled stream a thousand flowers,
Pale lilies, roses, violets and pinks,

Mix'd with the greens of bouret, mint, and thyme,
And trefoU, sprinkled with their sportive arms,
Such custom holds along th' imguous vales,

From Wreken's brow to rocky Dolvoryn,
Sabrina's early haunt."

With this usage may be compared one performed by
the fishermen of Weymouth, who on the first of May
put out to sea for the purpose of scattering garlands
of flowers on the waves, as a propitiatory offering to
obtain food for the hungry. " This link," according to
Miss Lambert, "is but another link in the chain that
connects us with the yet more primitive practice of
the Eed Indian, who secures passage across the Lake
Superior, or down the Mississippi, by gifts of precious
tobacco, which he wafts to the great spirit of the
riood on the bosom of its waters."
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By the Eomans a peculiar reverence seems to have

attached to their festive garlands, which were con-

sidered unsuitable for wearing in public. Hence, any

person appearing in one was liable to punishment,

a law which was carried out with much rigour. On

one occasion, Lucius Fulvius, a banker, having been con-

victed at the time of the second Punic war, of looking

down from the balcony of a house with a chaplet of

roses on his head, was thrown into prison by order of

the Senate, and here kept for sixteen years, until the

close of the war. A further case of extreme severity

was that of P. Munatius, who was condemned by the

Triumviri to be put in chains for having crowned him-

self with flowers from the statue of Marsyas.

Allusions to such estimation of garlands in olden

times are numerous in the literature of the past, and

it may be remembered how Montesquieu remarked

that it was with two or three hundred crowns of oak

that Eome conquered the world.

Guests at feasts wore garlands of flowers tied with

the bark of the linden tree, to prevent intoxication

;

the wreath having been framed in accordance with

the position of the wearer. A poet, in his paraphrase

on Horace, thus illustrates this custom :

—

" Nay, nay, my toy, 'tis not for me
This studious pomp of Eastern luxury ;

Give me no various garlands line

With linden twine ;

Nor seek where latest lingering blows

The solitary rose."
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Not only were the guests adorned with flowers, but
the waiters, drinking- cups, and room, were all pro-

fusely decorated.^ " In short," as the author of

" Flower-lore " remarks, " it would be difficult to name
the occasions on which flowers were not employed;
and, as almost all plants employed in making garlands

had a symbolical meaning, the garland was composed
in accordance with that meaning." Garlands, too,

were thrown to actors on the stage, a custom which
has come down to the present day in an exaggerated

form.

Indeed, many of the flowers in request nowadays
for ceremonial uses in our own and other countries

may be traced back to this period; the symboli-
cal meaning attached to certain plants having sur-

vived after the lapse of many centuries. For a
careful description of the flowers thus employed, we
would refer the reader to two interesting papers con-
tributed by Miss Lambert to the Nineteenth Century^-

in which she has collected together in a concise form
all the principal items of information on the subject
m past years. A casual perusal of these papers will

suffice to show what a wonderful knowledge of botany
the ancients must have possessed; and it may be
doubted whether the most costly array of plants wit-
nessed at any church festival supersedes a similar dis-

play witnessed by worshippers in the early heathen
temples. In the same way, we gain an insight into

^ See " Flower-lore," p. 147.
^ " The Ceremonial Use of Flowers."
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the profusion of i3owers employed by heathen com-

munities in later centuries, showing how intimately

associated these have been with their various forms of

worship. Thus, the Singhalese seem to have used

flowers to an almost incredible extent, and one of their

old chronicles tells us how the Euanwelle dagoba

—

270 feet high—was festooned with garlands from

pedestal to pinnacle, till it had the appearance of

one uniform bouquet. We are further told that in

the fifteenth century a certain king offered no less than

6,480,320 sweet-smelling ilowers at the shrine of the

tooth; and, among the regulations of the temple at

Dambedenia in the thirteenth century, one prescribes

that " every day an offering of 100,000 blossoms, and

each day a different kind of flower," should be presented.

This is a striking instance, but only one of many.

" With regard to Greece, there are few of our trees

and flowers," writes Mr. Moncure Conway,^ "which

were not cultivated in the gorgeous gardens of Epi-

curus, Pericles, and Pisistratus. Among the flowers

chiefly used for garlands and chaplets in ceremonial

rites we find the rose, violet, anemone, thyme, melilot,

hyacinth, crocus, yellow lily, and yellow flowers gene-

rally. Thucydides relates how, in the ninth year of

the Peloponnesian War, the temple of Juno at Argos

was burnt down owing to the priestess Chrysis having

set a lighted torch too near the garlands and then

fallen asleep. The garlands caught fire, and the damage

was irremediable before she was conscious of the mis-

1 Frasera Magazine, 1870, p. 711.
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chief. The gigantic scale on which these iioral cere-

monies were conducted may be gathered from the fact

that in the procession of Europa at Corinth a huge

crown of myrtle, thirty feet in circumference, was

borne. At Athens the myrtle was regarded as the

symbol of authority, a wreath of its leaves having been

worn by magistrates. On certain occasions the mitre

of the Jewish high priest was adorned with a chaplet

of the blossoms of the henbane. Of the further use of

garlands, we are told that the Japanese employ them
very freely ; both men and women wearing chaplets

of fragrant blossoms. A wreath of a fragrant kind of

olive is the reward of literary merit in China. In

Northern India the African marigold is held as a

sacred flower; they adorn the trident emblem of

Mahadiva with garlands of it, and both men and
women wear chaplets made of its flowers on his

festivals. Throughout Polynesia garlands have been

habitually worn on seasons of " religious solemnity or

social rejoicing," and in Tonga they were employed as

a token of respect. In short, wreaths seem to have
been from a primitive period adopted almost univer-

sally in ceremonial rites, having found equal favour

both with civilised as well as uncivilised communities.

It will probably, too, always be so.

Flowers have always held a prominent place in

wedding ceremonies, and at the present day are every-

where extensively used. Indeed, it would be no easy

task to exhaust the list of flowers which have entered

^ " riower-lore," pp. 149-50.
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into the marriage customs of different countries, not

to mention the many bridal emblems of which they

have been made symbolical. As far back as the

time of Juno, we read, according to Homer's graphic

account, how

—

" Glad earth perceives, and from her bosom pours

Unbidden herbs and voluntary flowers :

Thick, new-born violets a soft carpet spread,

And clust'ring lotos swelled the rising bed

;

And sudden hj'acintlis the earth bestrow.

And flamy crocus made the mountain glow."

According to a very early custom the Grecian

bride was required to eat a quince, and the hawthorn

was the flower which formed her wreath, which at the

present day is still worn at Greek nuptials, the altar

being decked with its blossoms. Among the Eomans

the hazel held a significant position, torches having

been burnt on the wedding evening to insure pros-

perity to the newly-married couple, and both in Greece

and Eome young married couples were crowned with

marjoram. At Eoman weddings, too, oaken boughs

were carried during the ceremony as symbols of

fecundity; and the bridal wreath was of verbena,

plucked by the bride herself. Holly wreaths were

sent as tokens of congratulation, and wreaths of parsley

and rue were given under a belief that they were

effectual preservatives against evil spirits. In Ger-

many, nowadays, a wreath of vervain is presented to

the newly-married bride ; a plant which, on account

of its mystic virtues, was formerly much used for

love-philtres and charms. The bride herself wears
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a myrtle wreath, as also does the Jewish maiden, but

this wreath was never given either to a widow or a

divorced woman. Occasionally, too, it is customary in

Germany to present the bride and bridegroom with an

almond at the wedding banquet, and in the nuptial

ceremonies of the Czechs this plant is distributed

among the guests. In Switzerland so much import-

ance was in years past attached to flowers and their

symbolical significance that " a very strict law was in

force prohibiting brides from wearing chaplets or gar-

lands in the church, or at any time during the wedding

feast, if they had previously in any way forfeited their

rights to the privileges of maidenhood."-^ With the

Swiss maiden the edelweiss is almost a sacred flower,

being regarded as a proof of the devotion of her lover,

by whom it is often gathered with much risk from

growing in inaccessible spots. In Italy, as in days of

old, nuts are scattered at the marriage festival, and
corn is in many cases thrown over the bridal couple, a

survival of the old Eoman custom of makins offerino-s

of corn to the bride. A similar usage prevails at an
Indian wedding, where, "after the first night, the

mother of the husband, with all the female relatives,

comes to the young bride and places on her head
a measure of corn—emblem of fertility. The husband
then comes forward and takes from his bride's head
some handfuls of the grain, which he scatters over

himself." As a further illustration we may quote the

old Polish custom, which consisted of visitors throwinsr

^ Miss Lambert, Nineteenth Century^ May 1880, p. 821.
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wheat, rye, oats, barley, rice, and beans at the door of

the bride's house, as a symbol that she never would

want any of these grains so long as she did her duty. In

the Tyrol is a fine grove of pine-trees—the result of a

long-established custom for every newly united couple

to plant a marriage tree, which is generally of the pine

kind. Garlands of wild asparagus are used by the

Boeotians, while with the Chinese the peach-blossom

is the popular emblem of a bride.

In England, flowers have always been largely em-

ployed in the wedding ceremony, although they have

varied at different periods, influenced by the caprice

of fashion. Thus, it appears that flowers were once

worn by the betrothed as tokens of their engagement,

and Quarles in his " Sheapheard's Oracles," 1646, tells

us how
" Love-sick swains

Compose rush-rings and myrtle-berry chains,

And stuck with glorious kingcups, and their bonnets

Adorn'd with laurell slips, chaunt their love sonnets."

Spenser, too, in his "Shepherd's Calendar" for

April, speaks of " Coronations and sops in wine worn

of paramours"—sops in wine having been a nick-

name for pinks (Dianthus plumarms), although Dr.

Prior assigns the name to Dianthus caryoplmjlhis. Simi-

larly willow was worn by a discarded lover. In the

bridal crown, the rosemary often had a distinguished

place, besides figuring at the ceremony itself, when

it was, it would seem, dipped in scented water, an

allusion to which we find in Beaumont and Fletchers

" Scornful Lady," where it is asked, " Were the rose-
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niary branches dipped ? " Another flower which was

entwined in the bridal garland was the lily, to which

Ben Jonson refers in speaking of the marriage of his

friend Mr. Weston with the Lady Frances Stuart

—

" See how with roses and with lilies shine,

Lilies and roses (flowers of either sex),

Tlie bright bride's paths."

It was also customary to plant a rose-bush at the

head of the grave of a deceased lover, should either of

them die before the wedding. Sprigs of bay were

also introduced into the bridal wreath, besides ears

of corn, emblematical of the plenty which might

always crown the bridal couple. Nowadays the

bridal wreath is almost entirely composed of orange-

blossom, on a background of maiden-hair fern, with

a sprig of stephanotis interspersed here and there.

Much uncertainty exists as to why this plant was

selected, the popular reason being that it was adopted

as an emblem of fruitfulness. According to a cor-

respondent of JSfotes and Queries, the practice may be

traced to the Saracens, by whom the orange-blossom

was regarded as a symbol of a prosperous marriage

—

a circumstance which is partly to be accounted for by

the fact that in the East the orange-tree bears ripe

fruit and blossom at the same time.

Then there is the bridal bouquet, which is a very

different thing from what it was in years gone by.

Instead of being composed of the scarcest and most

costly flowers arranged in the most elaborate manner,

it was a homely nosegay of mere country flowers

—
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some of the favourite ones, says Herrick, being pansy,

rose, lady-smock, prick-madam, gentle-heart, and maiden-

blush. A spray of gorse was generally inserted, in

allusion, no doubt, to the time-honoured proverb,

" When the furze is out of bloom, kissing is out of

fashion." In spring-time again, violets and primroses

were much in demand, probably from being in abun-

dance at the season; although they have generally

been associated with early death.

Among the many floral customs associated with

the wedding ceremony may be mentioned the bridal-

strewings, which were very prevalent in past years, a

survival of which is still kept up at Knutsford, in

Cheshire. On such an occasion, the flowers used were

emblematical, and if the bride happened to be un-

popular, she often encountered on her way to the

church flowers of a not very complimentary meaning.

The practice was not confined to this country, and we

are told how in Holland the threshold of the newly-

married couple was strewn with flowers, the laurel

being as a rule most conspicuous among the festoons.

Lastly, the use of flowers in paying honours to the

dead has been from time immemorial most widespread.

Instances are so numerous that it is impossible to

do more than quote some of the most important, as

recorded in our own and other countries. For detailed

accounts of these funereal floral rites it would be neces-

sary to consult the literature of the past from a very

early period, and the result of such inquiries would

form material enough for a goodly-sized volume. The
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respect for the dead among the early Greeks was very

great, and Miss Lambert^ quotes the complaint of

Petala to Simmalion, in the Epistles of Alciphron, to

show how special was the dedication of flowers to the

dead :
—

" I have a lover who is a mourner, not a lover
;

he sends me garlands and roses as if to deck a pre-

mature grave, and he says he weeps through the live-

long night." The chief flowers used by them for

strewing over graves were the polyanthus, myrtle, and

amaranth; the rose, it would appear from Anacreon,

having been thought to possess a special virtue for

the dead

—

'

' When pain afflicts and sickness grieves,

Its juice tlie drooping heart relieves
;

And after death its odours shed
A pleasing fragrance o'er the dead."

And Electra is represented as complaining that the

tomb of her father, Agamemnon, had not been duly

adorned with myrtle

—

" "With no libations, nor with myrtle boughs.
Were my dear father's manes gratified."

The Greeks also planted asphodel and mallow round
their graves, as the seeds of these plants were supposed
to nourish the dead. Mourners, too, wore flowers at

the funeral rites, and Homer relates how the Thessa-
lians used crowns of amaranth at the burial of Achilles.

The Eomans were equally observant, and Ovid, when
writing from the land of exile, prayed his wife—" But
do you perform the funeral rites for me when dead,

^ Nineteenth Century, September 1878, p. 473.
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and offer chaplets wet with your tears. Although the

fire shall have changed my body into ashes, yet the sad

dust will be sensible of your pious affection." Like the

Greeks, the Eomans set a special value on the rose as

a funeral flower, and actually left directions that their

graves should be planted with this favourite flower,

a custom said to have been introduced by them into

this country. Both Camden and Aubrey allude to it,

and at the present day in Wales white roses denote

the graves of young unmarried girls.

Coming down to modern times, we find the peri-

winkle, nicknamed " death's flower," scattered over the

graves of children in Italy—notably Tuscany—and in

some parts of Germany the pink is in request for this

purpose. In Persia we read of

—

" The basil-tuft that waves

Its fragrant blossoms over graves ;

"

and among the Chinese, roses, the anemone, and a

species of lycoris are planted over graves. The Malays

use a kind of basil, and in Tripoli tombs are adorned

with such sweet and fragrant flowers as the orange,

jessamine, myrtle, and rose. In Mexico the Indian

carnation is popularly known as the " flower of the

dead," and the people of Tahiti cover their dead with

choice flowers. In America the Freemasons place

twigs of acacia on the coffins of brethren. The Bud-

dhists use flowers largely for funeral purposes, and an

Indian name for the tamarisk is the " messenger of

Yama," the Indian God of Death. The people of
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Madagascar have a species of mimosa, which is fre-

quently found growing on the tombs, and in Norway
the funeral plants are juniper and fir. In France the

custom very largely flourishes, roses and orange-blossoms

in the soutliern provinces being placed in the coffins

of the young. Indeed, so general is the practice iu

France that "sceptics and believers uphold it, and

statesmen, and soldiers, and princes, and scholars

equally with children and maidens are the objects of it."

Again, in Oldenburg, it is said that cornstalks must

be scattered about a house in which death has entered,

as a charm against further misfortune, and in the

Tyrol an elder bush is often planted on a newly-

made grave.

In our own country the practice of crowning the

dead and of strewing their graves with flowers has

prevailed from a very early period, a custom which has

been most pathetically and with much grace described

by Shakespeare in " Cymbeline " (Act iv. sc. 2)—

" With fairest flowers,

Whilst summer lasts, and 1 live here, Fidele,

I'll sweeteji thy sad grave : thou shalt not lack
The flower that's like thy face, pale prhnrose

; nov
The azured harebell, like thy veius

; no, nov
The leaf of eglantine, whom not to slander,

Out-sweeten'd not thy breath : the ruddock would,
With charitable bill, 0 bill, sore-shaming
Those rich-left heiis that let their fathers lie

Without a monument ! bring thoe all this
;

Yea, and furr'd moss besides, when flowers are nonp,
To winter-ground thy corse."

Allusions to the custom are frequently to be met



l6o THE FOLK-LORE OF PLANTS.

with in our old writers, many of which have been col-

lected together by Brand/ In former years it was

customary to carry sprigs of rosemary at a funeral,

probably because this plant was considered emblemati-

cal of remembrance

—

" To show their love, the neighbours far and near,

FoUow'd with wistful look the damsel's bier ;

Sprigg'd rosemary the lads and lasses bore.

While dismally the parson walked before."

Gay speaks of the flowers scattered on graves as " rose-

mary, daisy, butter'd flower, and endive blue," and

Pepys mentions a churchyard near Southampton where

the graves were sown with sage. Another plant which

has from a remote period been associated with death

is the cypress, having been planted by the ancients

round their graves. In our own country it was em-

ployed as a funeral flower, and Coles thus refers to it,

together with the rosemary and bay :
—

" Cypresse gar-

lands are of great account at funerals amongst the

gentler sort, but rosemary and bayes are used by the

commons both at funerals and weddings. They are

all plants which fade not a good while after they are

gathered, and used (as I conceive) to intimate unto us

that the remembrance of the present solemnity might

not die presently (at once), but be kept in mind for

many years." The yew has from time immemorial

been planted in churchyards besides being used at

funerals. Paris, in "Eomeo and Juliet" (Act v. sc. 3),

says

—

1 " Popular Antiquities," 1870, ii. 24, &c.
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" Under yon yew trees lay tliee all along,

Holding thine ear close to the hollow ground
;

So shall no foot upon the churchyard tread,

Being loose, unfirm, with digging up of graves,

But thou shalt hear it."

Shakespeare also refers to the custom of sticking yew
ia the shroud in the following song in "Twelfth
Night " (Act ii. sc. 4)—

" My shroud of white, stuck all with yew,
Oh, prepare it

;

My part of death, no one so true

Did share it."

Unhappy lovers had garlands of willow, yew, and rose-

mary laid on their biers, an allusion to which occurs in

the " Maid's Tragedy "—

" Lay a garland on my hearse

Of the dismal yew
;

Maidens, willow branches hear-
say I died true.

My love was false, hut I was firm

From my hour of birth
;

Upon my buried body lie

Liglitly, gentle earth."

Among further funeral customs may be mentioned
that of carrying a garland of flowers and sweet herbs

before a maiden's coffin, and afterwards suspending it

in the church. Nichols, in his " History of Lancashire
"

(vol. ii. pt. i. 382), speaking of Waltham in Framland
Hundred, says :

" In this church under every arch a

garland is suspended, one of which is customarily

placed there whenever any young unmarried woman
dies." It is to this custom Gay feelingly alludes

—

L
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" To her sweet mcm'ry flowing garlands strung,

On her now empty seat aloft were hung."

Indeed, in all the ceremonial observances of life, from

the cradle to the grave, flowers have formed a pro-

minent feature, the symbolical meaning long attached

to them exijlaioing their selection on different occa-

sions.
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CHAPTEE XIIT.

PLANT NAMES.

The origin and history of plant names is a subject of

some magnitude, and is one that has long engaged the

attention of philologists. Of the many works published

on plant names, that of the " English Dialect Society" ^

is by far the most complete, and forms a valuable

addition to this class of literature.

Some idea of the wide area covered by the nomen-
clature of plants, as seen in the gradual evolution and
descent of vernacular names, may be gathered even
from a cursory survey of those most widely known in

our own and other countries. Apart, too, from their

etymological associations, it is interesting to trace the

variety of sources from whence plant names have
sprung, a few illustrations of which are given in the

present chapter.

At the outset, it is noteworthy that our English

plant names can boast of a very extensive parentage,

being "derived from many languages—Latin, Greek,

ancient British, Anglo-Saxon, Norman, Low German,
Swedish, Danish, Arabic, Persian." ^ It is not sur-

' "Dictionary of English Plant Names," by J. Britten and Robert
Holland. 1886.

2 "English Plant Names," Introduction, p. xiii.



i64 THE FOLK-LORE OF PLANTS.

prising, therefore, tliat in many cases much confusion

has arisen in unravelling their meaning, which in the

course of years would naturally become more or less

modified by a succession of influences such as the

intercommunication and change of ideas between one

country and another. On the other hand, numerous

plant names clearly display their origin, the lapse of

years having left these unaffected, a circumstance

which is especially true in the case of Greek and

Latin names. Names of French origin are frequently

equally distinct, a familiar instance being dandelion,

from the French dent-de-lion, " lion's tooth," although

the reason for its being so called is by no means

evident. At the same time, it is noticeable that in

nearly every European language the plant bears a

similar name ; whereas Professor De Gubernatis con-

nects the name with the sun (Helios), and adds that

a lion was the animal symbol of the sun, and that

all plants named after him are essentially plants of

the sun.'^ One of the popular names of the St.

John's wort is tutsan, a corruption of the French

toute saine, so called from its healing properties, and

the mignonette is another familiar instance. The

flower-de-luce, one of the names probably of the iris,

is derived from Jleur de Louis, from its having been

assumed as his device by Louis VII. of France. It

has undergone various changes, having been in all pro-

bability contracted into fleur-de-luce, and finally into

1 See Folkard's " Legends," p. 309 ; Friend's " Flowers and Flower-

lore," ii. 401-5.
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fleur-de-lys or fleur-de-lis. An immense deal of dis-

cussion has been devoted to the history of this name,

and a great many curious theories proposed in explana-

tion of it, some being of opinion that the lily and not

the iris is referred to. But the weight of evidence

seem to favour the iris theory, this plant having been

undoubtedly famous in French history. Once more,

by some,^ the name fleur-de-lys "has been derived

from Loys, in which manner the twelve first Louis

signed their names, and which was easily contracted

into Lys. Some consider it means the flower that

grows on the banks of the river Lis, which separated

France and Artois from Flanders. Turning to the

literature of the past, Shakespeare has several allusions

to the plant, as in " i Henry VL," where a messenger

enters and exclaims

—

" Awake, awake, English notility !

Let not sloth dim your honours new begot

;

Cropp'd are the flowerrde-luces in your arms
;

Of England's coat one half is cut away."

Spenser mentions the plant, and distinguishes it from

the lily

—

" Show map the grounde with daffadown-diUies,
And cowslips, and kingcups, and lovfed lillies

;

The pretty pawnee,

And the cherisaunce,

Shall muTch -with the fayre liowre delice,"

Another instance is the mignonette of our French
neighbours, known also as the " love-flower." One of

the names of the deadly nightshade is belladonna,

1 See "Flower-lore," p. 74.
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which reminds us of its Italian appellation, and " seve-

ral of our commonest plant names are obtained from

the Low German or Dutch, as, for instance, buckwheat

{Polygonum fagopyruvi), from the Dutch hockweit."

The rowan-tree {Pyrus aumparia) comes from the

Danish roun, Swedish riinn, which, as Dr. Prior re-

marks, is traceable to the " old Norse runa, a charm,

from its being supposed to have power to avert evil."

Similarly, the adder's tongue (Ophioglossum vulgatum)

is said to be from the Dutch adder-stong, and the word

hawthorn is found in the various German dialects.

As the authors of " English Plant Names " remark

(Intr. XV.), many north-country names are derived from

Swedish and Danish sources, an interesting example

occurring in the word Jcemps, a name applied to the

black heads of the ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceo-

lata). The origin of this name is to be found in the

Danish hcempe, a warrior, and the reason for its being

so called is to be found in the game which children in

most parts of the kingdom play with the flower-stalks

of the plantain, by endeavouring to knock off the heads

of each other's mimic weapons. Again, as Mr. Friend

points out, the birch would take us back to the prim-

eval forests of India, and among the multitudinous

instances of names traceable to far-off countries may

be mentioned the lilac and tulip from Persia, the latter

being derived from tlwidylan, the word used in Persia

for a turban. Lilac is equivalent to lilag, a Persian

word signifying flower, having been introduced into

Europe from that country early in the sixteenth century
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by Busbeck, a German traveller. But illustrations of

this kind are sufficient to show from how many coun-

tries our plant names have been brought, and how by

degrees they have become interwoven into our own

language, their pronunciation being Anglicised by

English speakers.

Many plants, again, have been called in memory of

leading characters in days gone by, and after those

who discovered their whereabouts and introduced them

into European countries. Thus the fuchsia, a native

of Chili, was named after Leonard Euchs, a well-

known German botanist, and the magnolia was so

called in honour of Pierre Magnol, an eminent writer

on botanical subjects. The stately dahlia after Andrew

Dahl, the Swedish botanist. But, without enumerating

further instances, for they are familiar to most readers,

it may be noticed that plants which embody the names

of animals are very numerous indeed. In many cases

this has resulted from some fancied resemblance to

some part of the animal named ; thus from their long

tongued-like leaves, the hart's-tongue, lamb's-tongue,

and ox-tongue were so called, while some plants have

derived their names from the snouts of certain animals,

such as the swine's-snout {Lentodon taraxacum), and

calf's-snout, or, as it is more commonly termed, snap-

dragon (AntirrJdmom majus). The gaping corollas of

various blossoms have suggested such names as dog's-

mouth, rabbit's-mouth, and lion's-snap, and plants with

peculiarly-shaped leaves have given rise to names like

these—mouse-ear {Stacliys Zana^«),cat's-ears, and bear's-
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ears. Numerous names have been suggested by their

fancied resemblance to the feet, hoofs, and tails of ani-

mals and birds
;

as, for instance, colt's-foot, crow-foot,

bird's-foot trefoil, horse-shoe vetch, bull-foot, and the

vervain, nicknamed frocj's-foot. Then there is the lark-

spur, also termed lark's-claw, and lark's-heel, the lamb's-

toe being so called from its downy heads of flowers,

and the horse -hoof from the shape of the leaf. Among

various similar names may be noticed the crane's-bill

and stork's-bill, from their long beak-like seed-vessels,

and the valerian, popularly designated capon's-tail,

from its spreading flowers.

Many plant names have animal prefixes, these

indeed forming a very extensive list. But in some

instances, " the name of an animal prefixed has a totally

different signification, denoting size, coarseness, and

frequently worthlessness or spuriousness." Thus the

horse-parsley was so called from its coarseness as com-

pared with smallage or celery, and the horse-mushroom

from its size in distinction to a species more commonly

eaten. The particular uses to which certain plants

have been applied have originated their names : the

horse-bean, from being grown as a food for horses ; and

the horse-chestnut, because used in Turkey for horses

that are broken or touched in the wind. Parkinson,

too, adds how " horse-chestnuts are given in the East,

and so through all Turkey, unto horses to cure them of

the cough, shortness of wind, and such other diseases."

The germander is known as horse-chere, from its grow-

ing after horse-droppings ; and the horse-bane, because
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supposed in Sweden to cause a kind of palsy in horses

—an effect -which has been ascribed by.LinntEUs not so

much to the noxious qualities of the plant itself, as to

an insect (Curcidio parapledims) that breeds in its stem.

The dog has suggested sundry plant names, this

prefix frequently suggesting the idea of worthlessness,

as in the case of the dog-violet, which lacks the sweet

fragrance of the true violet, and the dog-parsley, which,

whilst resembling the true plant of this name, is

poisonous and worthless. In like manner there is the

dog-elder, dog's-mercury, dog's-chamomile, and the dog-

rose, each a spurious form of a plant quite distinct;

while on the other hand we have the dog's-tooth grass,

from the sharp-pointed shoots of its underground stem,

and the dog-grass (Triticum caninum), because given

to dogs as an aperient.

The cat has come in for its due share of plant names,

as for instance the sun-spurge, which has been nick-

named cat's-milk, from its milky juice oozing in drops, as

milk from the small teats of a cat ; and the blossoms

of the talix, designated cats-and-kittens, or kittings,

probably in allusion to their soft, fur-like appearance.

Further names are, cat's-faces (Viola tricolor), cat's-

eyes ( Veronica chammdrys), cat's-tail, the catkin of the

hazel or willow, and cat's-ear {Hypochceris maculata).

The bear is another common prefix. Thus there is

the bear's-foot, from its digital leaf, the bear-berry, or

bear's-bilberry, from its fruit being a favourite food

of bears, and the bear's-garlick. There is the bear's-

breech, from its roughness, a name transferred by some
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mistake from tlie Acanthus to the cow-parsnip, and

the bear's-wort, which it has been suggested " is rather

to be derived from its use in uterine complaints than

from the animal."

Among names in which the word cow figures may

be mentioned the cow-bane, water-hemlock, from its

supposed baneful effects upon cows, because, writes

"Withering, " early in the spring, when it grows in the

water, cows often eat it, and are killed by it." Cock-

ayne would derive cowslip from cu, cow, and slyppe,

lip, and cow-wheat is so nicknamed from its seed

resembling wheat, but being worthless as food for

man. The flowers of the Arum maculatum are " bulls

and cows
; " and in Yorkshire the fruit of Crataegus

oxyacantha is bull-horns ;—an old name for the horse-

leek being bullock's-eye.

Many curious names have resulted from the prefix

pig, as in Sussex, where the bird's-foot trefoil is known

as pig's-pettitoes ; and in Devonshire the fruit of the

dog-rose is pig's-noses. A Northamptonshire term for

goose-grass {Galium aparine) is pig-tail, and the pig-

nut (Brunmm fiexuosum) derived this name from its

tubers being a favourite food of pigs, and resembling

nuts in size and flavour. The common cyclamen is sow-

head, and a popular name for the Sonchus oleraceus is

sow-thistle. Among further names also associated with

the sow may be included the sow-fennel, sow-grass,

and sow-foot, while the sow-bane (C/ienopodium rub-

rum), is so termed from being, as Parkinson tells us,

" found certain to kill swine."
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Among further animal prefixes may be noticed the

wolfs-hane (Aconitum napelhcs), wolf's-claws (Lycopo-

dium davahim), wolf's-milk {Euphorhia helioscopia), and

wolfs-thistle (Garlina acaulis). The mouse has given us

numerous names, such as mouse-ear {Hieracmm pilo-

sella), mouse-grass (Aira caryopliyllea), mouse-ear scor-

pion-grass {Myosotis palustris), mouse-tail (Ifyosicrus

miniTmis), and mouse-pea. The term rat-tail has been

applied to several plants having a tail-like inflorescence,

such as the Plantago lanceolata (ribwort plantain).

The term toad as a prefix, like that of dog, fre-

quently means spurious, as in the toad-flax, a plant

which, before it comes into flower, bears a tolerably

close resemblance to a plant of the true flax. The

frog, again, supplies names, such as frog's-lettuce,

frog's-foot, frog-grass, and frog-cheese ; while hedge-

hog gives us such names as hedgehog-parsley and

hedgehog-grass.

Connected with the dragon we have the name

dragon applied to the snake-weed {Polygonum bis-

torta), and dragon's-blood is one of the popular names

of the Herb-Eobert. The water-dragon is a nick-

name of the Caltha palustris, and dragon's-mouth of

the Digitalis purpurea.

Once more, there is scorpion-grass and scorpion-

wort, both of which refer to various species of Myosotis
;

snakes and vipers also adding to the list. Thus there

is viper's-bugloss, and snake-weed. In Gloucester-

shire the fruit of the Arum maculatum is snake's-

victuals, and snake's-head is a common name for the
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fritillary. There is the snake-skin willow and snake's-

girdles ;—snake's-tongue being a name given to the

bane-wort {Banuncidus fiavimula).

Names in which the devil figures have been noticed

elsewhere, as also those in which the words fairy and

witch enter. As the authors, too, of the " Dictionary of

Plant ISTames" have pointed out, a great number of

names may be called dedicatory, and embody the names

of many of the saints, and even of the Deity. The

latter, however, are very few in number, owing perhaps

to a sense of reverence, and " God Almighty's bread

and cheese," " God's eye," " God's grace," " God's meat,"

" Our Lord's, or Our Saviour's flannel," " Christ's hair,"

"Christ's herb," Christ's ladder," "Christ's thorn,"

"Holy Ghost," and "Herb-Trinity" make up almost

the whole list. On the other hand, the Virgin Mary

has suo-crested numerous names, some of which we

have noticed in the chapter on sacred plants. Certain

of the saints, again, have perpetuated their names in

our plant nomenclature, instances of which are scat-

tered throughout the present volume.

Some plants, such as flea-bane and wolf's-bane,

refer to the reputed property of the plant to keep off

or injure the animal named,^ and there is a long list

of plants which derived their names from their real

or imaginary medicinal virtues, many of which illus-

trate the old doctrine of signatures.

Birds, again, like animals, have suggested various

names, and among some of the best-known ones may

1 Friend's " Flower-lore," ii. 425.
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be mentioned the goose-foot, goose-grass, goose-tongue.

Shakespeare speaks of cuckoo-buds, and there is

cuckoo's-head, cuckoo-flower, and cuckoo-fruit, besides

the stork's-bill and crane's-bill. Bees are not with-

out their contingent of names ; a popular name of

the Delphinium grandijiorum being the bee-larkspur,

" from the resemblance of the petals, which are studded

with yellow hairs, to the humble-bee whose head is

buried in the recesses of the ilower," There is the

bee-flower {Ophrys apifera), because the "lip is in

form and colour so like a bee, that any one unac-

quainted therewith would take it for a livinCT bee

sucking of the flower."

In addition to the various classes of names already

mentioned, there are a rich and very varied assort-

ment found in most counties throughout the country,

many of which have originated in the most amusing

and eccentric way. Thus " butter and eggs " and
" eggs and bacon " are applied to several plants, from
the two shades of yellow in the flower, and butter-

churn to the Nupliar luteum, from the shape of the

fruit. A popular term for Nepeta glechoma is "hen
and chickens," and " cocks and hens " for the Plantago

lanceolata. A Gloucestershire nickname for the Plan-

tago media is fire-leaves, and the hearts'-ease has been

honoured with all sorts of romantic names, such as

" kiss me behind the garden gate ;
" and " none so

pretty " is one of the popular names of the saxifrage.

Among the names of the Arum may be noticed
" parson in the pulpit," " cows and calves," " lords and
ladies," and " wake-robin." The potato has a variety
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of names, such as leather-jackets, blue-eyes, and red-

eyes.

A pretty name in Devonshire for the Veronica

chamcedrys is angel's-eyes

—

" Around her hat a wreath was twined

Of blossoms, blue as southern skies
;

I asked their name, and she replied,

We call them angel's-eyes." ^

In the northern counties the poplar, on account of

its bitter bark, was termed the bitter-weed.^

" Oak, ash, and elm-tree.

The laird can hang for a' the three ;

But fir, saugh, and bitter-weed,

The laird may ilyte, but make naething be'et."

According to the compilers of " English Plant Names,"

" this name is assigned to no particular species of

poplar, nor have we met with it elsewhere." The

common Solomon's seal (Polygonatum imtUiJlorum) has

been nicknamed " David's harp," ^ and " appears to have

arisen from the exact similarity of the outline of the

bended stalk, with its pendent bill-like blossoms, to

the drawings of monkish times in which King David

is represented as seated before an instrument shaped

like the half of a pointed arch, from which are sus-

pended metal bells, which he strikes with two

hammers." In the neighbourhood of Torquay, fir-

cones are designated oysters, and in Sussex the Arabis is

called "snow-on-the-mountain," and "snow-in-summer."

A Devonshire name for the sweet scabriosis is the

1 Garden, June 29, 1872.

- Johnston's "Botany of Eastern Borders," 1853, p. 177.

3 Lady Wilkinson's " Weeds and Wild Flowers," p. 269.
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mournful-widow, and in some jDlaces the red valerian

(Centranthus ntber) is known as scarlet-lightning. A
common name for Achillcea ptarmica is sneezewort, and

the Petasites vulgaris has been designated " son before the

father." The general name for Drosera rotundifolia is

sun-dew, and in Gloucestershire the Primula auricula is

the tanner's-apron. The Viola tricolor is often known

as " three faces in a hood," and the Aconitum napellus

as "Venus's chariot drawn by two doves." The

Stellaria holostea is "lady's white petticoat," and the

Scandix pecten is " old wife's darning-needles." One

of the names of the Campion is plum-pudding, and.

" spittle of the stars " has been applied to the Nostoc

commune. Without giving further instances of these

odd plant names, we would conclude by quoting the

following extract from the preface of Mr. Earle's

charming little volume on " English Plant Names," a

remark which, indeed, most equally applies to other

sections of our subject beyond that of the present

chapter :
—

" The fascination of plant names has its

foundation in two instincts, love of Nature, and curio-

sity about Language. Plant names are often of the

highest antiquity, and more or less common to the

whole stream of related nations. Could we penetrate

to the original suggestive idea that called forth the name,

it would bring valuable information about the first

openings of the human mind towards Nature ; and the

merest dream of such a discovery invests with a strange

charm the words that could tell, if we could understand,

so much of the forgotten infancy of the human race."
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CHAPTER XIV.

PLANT LANGUAGE.

Plant language, as expressive of the various traits

of human character, can boast of a world-wide and

antique history. It is not surprising that flowers, the

varied and lovely productions of nature's dainty handi-

work, should have been employed as symbolic emblems,

and most aptly indicative oftentimes of what words

when even most wisely chosen can ill convey ; for as

Tennyson remarks

—

" Any man that walks the mead

In bud, or Hade, or bloom, may find

A meaning suited to his mind."

Hence, whether we turn to the pages of the Sacred

Volume, or to the early Greek writings, we find the

symbolism of flowers most eloquently illustrated, while

Persian poetry is rich in allusions of the same kind.

Indeed, as Mr. Ingram has remarked in his " Flora

Symbolica," ^—^Every age and every clime has pro-

mulgated its own peculiar system of floral signs, and it

has been said that the language of flowers is as old as

the days of Adam
;
having, also, thousands of years

ago, existed in the Indian,- Egyptian, and Chaldean

^ Introduction, p. 12.
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civilisations which have long since passed away. He
further adds how the Chinese, whose " chronicles

antedate the historic records of all other nations,

seem to have had a simple but complete mode of

communicating ideas by means of florigraphic signs ;

"

whereas "the monuments of the old Assyrian and

Egyptian races bear upon their venerable surfaces a

code of floral telegraphy whose hieroglyphical mean-

ing is veiled or but dimly guessed at in our day."

The subject is an extensive one, and also enters

largely into the ceremonial use of flowers, many of

which were purposely selected for certain rites from

their long-established symbolical character. At the

same time, it must be remembered that many plants

have had a meaning attached to them by poets and

others, who have by a license of their own made

them to represent certain sentiments and ideas for

which there is no authority save their own fancy.

Hence in numerous instances a meaning, wholly

misguiding, has been assigned to various plants, and

has given rise to much confusion. This, too, it may
be added, is the case in other countries as well as our

own.

Furthermore, as M. de Gubernatis observes, "there

exist a great number of books which pretend to explain

the language of flowers, wherein one may occasionally

find a popular or traditional symbol; but, as a rule, these

expressions are generally the wild fancies of the author

himself." Hence, in dealing with plant language, one

is confronted with a host of handbooks, many of which

M
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are not only inaccurate, but misleading. But in enu-

merating the recognised and well-known plants that

have acquired a figurative meaning, it will be found

that in a variety of cases this may be traced to their

connection with some particular event in years past,

and not to some chance or caprice, as some would

make us believe. The amaranth, for instance, which

is the emblem of immortality, received its name,

"never-fading," from the Greeks on account of the

lasting nature of its blossoms. Accordingly, Milton

crowns with amaranth the angelic multitude assembled

before the Deity

—

'
' To the ground,

With solemn adoration, down they cast

Their crowns, inwove with amaranth and gold.

Immortal amaranth, a flower which once

In Paradise, fast by the tree of life,

Began to bloom ; but soon, for man's ofi'ence.

To heaven removed, Avhere first it grew, there grows

And iiowers aloft, shading the font of life," &c,

And in some parts of the Continent churches are

adorned at Christmas-tide with the amaranth, as a

symbol " of that immortality to which their faith bids

them look."

Grass, from its many beneficial qualities, has been

made the emblem of usefulness; and the ivy, from

its persistent habit of clinging to the heaviest support,

has been universally adapted as the symbol of con-

fiding love and fidelity, Growing rapidly, it iron

clasps

—



PLANT LANGUAGE. 179

" The fissured stone with its entwining arms,

And embowers with leaves for ever green,

And berries dark."

According to a Cornish tradition, the beautiful Iseult,

unable to endure the loss of her betrothed—the brave

Tristran—died of a broken heart, and was buried in

the same church, but, by order of the king, the two

graves were placed at a distance from each other.

Soon, however, there burst forth from the tomb of

Tristran a branch of ivy, and another from the grave

of Iseult; these shoots gradually growing upwards,

until at last the lovers, represented by the clinging

ivy, were again united beneath the vaulted roof of

heaven." ^

Then, again, the cypress, in floral language, denotes

mourning
;
and, as an emblem of woe, may be traced

to the familiar classical myth of Cyparissus, who,

sorrow-stricken at having slain his favourite stag, was

transformed into a cypress tree. Its ominous and sad

character is the subject of constant allusion, Virgil

having introduced it into the funeral rites of his heroes.

Shelley speaks of the unwept youth whom no mourning
maidens decked

" With weeping flowers, or votive cypress wreath,
The love-couch of his everlasting sleep."

And Byron describes the cypress as

" Dark tree ! still sad when other's grief is fled,

The only constant mourner o'er the dead."

1 Folkard's "Plant Legends," p. 389.
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The laurel, used for classic wreaths, has long been

resiarded emblematical of renown, and Tasso thus

addresses a laurel leaf in the hair of his mistress

—

" 0 glad triumphant bough,

That no-vv adornest conquering chiefs, and now

Clippest the bows of over-ruling kings

From victory to victory.

Thus climbing on through all the heights of story.

From worth to worth, and glory unto glory,

To finish all, O gentle and royal tree,

Thou reignest now upon that flourishing head,

At whose triumphant eyes love and our souls are led."

Like the rose, the myrtle is the emblem of love,

having been dedicated by the Greeks and Eomans to

Venus, in the vicinity of whose temples myrtle-groves

were planted ;
hence, from time immemorial,

" Sacred to Venus is the myrtle shade."

This will explain its frequent use in bridal ceremonies

on the Continent, and its employment for the wedding

wreath of the Jewish damsel. Herrick, mindful of its

associations, thus apostrophises Venus

—

" Goddess, I do love a girl,

Kuby lipp'd and toothed like pearl

;

If so be I may but prove

Lucky in this maid I love,

I will promise there shall be

Myrtles offered up to thee."

To the same goddess was dedicated the rose, and its

world-wide reputation as " the flower of love," in which

character it has been extolled by poets in ancient and

modern times, needs no more than reference here.

The olive indicates peace, and as an emblem was.
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given to Judith when she restored peace to the Israel-

ites by the death of Holofernes/ Shakespeare, in

"Twelfth JSTight" (Act i. sc. 5), makes Viola say:

—

" I bring no overture of war, no taxation of homage

:

I hold the olive in my hand
;
my words are as full of

peace as of matter." Similarly, the palm, which, as

the symbol of victory, was carried before the conqueror

in triumphal processions, is generally regarded as de-

noting victory. Thus, palm-branches were scattered

in the path of Christ upon His public entry into

Jerusalem; and, at the present day, a palm-branch

is embroidered on the lappet of the gown of a French

professor, to indicate that a University degree has been

attained.^

Some flowers have become emblematical from their

curious characteristics. Thus, the balsam is held to be

expressive of impatience, because its seed-pods when
ripe curl up at the slightest touch, and dart forth their

seeds with great violence; hence one of its popular

names, " touch-me-not." The wild anemone has been

considered indicative of brevity, because its fragile

blossom is so quickly scattered to the wind and

lost

—

" The winds forMd the flowers to flourish long.

Which owe to winds their name in Grecian song."

The poppy, from its somniferous effects, has been

made symbolic of sleep and oblivion; hence Virgil

calls it the Lethean poppy, whilst our old pastoral

^ See Judith xv. 13.

* "Flower-lore," pp. 197-8.
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poet, William Browne, speaks of it as " sleep-bringing

poppy." The heliotrope denotes devoted attachment,

from its having been supposed to turn continually

towards the sun ; hence its name, signifying the sun

and to turn. The classic heliotrope must not be con-

founded with the well-known Peruvian heliotrope or

"cherry-pie," a plant with small lilac-blue blossoms

of a delicious fragrance. It would seem that many of

the flowers which had the reputation of opening and

shutting at the sun's bidding were known as helio-

tropes, or sunflowers, or turnesol. Shakespeare alludes

to the
" Marigold, that goes to bed with the sun,

And with him rises weeping."

And Moore, describing its faithful constancy, says

—

" The sunflower turns on her god when he sets

The same look which she did when he rose."

Such a flower, writes Mr. Ellacombe, was to old writers

" the emblem of constancy in affection and sympathy

in joy and sorrow," though it was also the emblem of

the fawning courtier, who can only shine when every-

thing is right. Anyhow, the so-called heliotrope was

the subject of constant symbolic allusion

—

" The flower, enamoured of the sun,

At his departure hangs her head and weeps,

And shrouds her sweetness up, and keeps

Sad vigils, like a cloistered nun,

Till his reviving ray appears,

Waking her beauty as he dries her tears." ^

1 " Plant-lore of Shakespeare."
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The aspen, from its tremulous motion, has been made

symbolical of fear. The restless movement of its leaves

is "produced by the peculiar form of the foot-stalks, and,

indeed, in some degree, the whole tribe of poplars are

subject to have their leaves agitated by the slightest

breeze." ^ Another meaning assigned to the aspen in

floral language is scandal, from an old saying which

affirmed that its tears were made from women's tongues

—an allusion to which is made in the subjoined rhyme

by P. Hannay in the year 1622

—

" The quaking aspen, light and thin,

To the air quiclc passage gives
;

Resembling still

The trembling ill

Of tongues of womankind,
Which never rest,

But still are prest

To wave with every wind."

The almond, again, is regarded as expressive of

haste, in reference to its hasty growth and early matu-

rity ; while the evening primrose, from the time of its

blossoms expanding, indicates silent love—refraining

from unclosing " her cup of paly gold until her lowly

sisters are rocked into a balmy slumber." The bramble,

from its manner of growth, has been chosen as the

type of lowliness ; and " from the fierceness with

which it grasps the passer-by with its straggling

prickly stems, as an emblem of remorse."

Fennel was in olden times generally considered an

inflammatory herb, and hence to eat " conger and

fennel " was to eat two high and hot things together,

1 "Flower-lore," p. i68.
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which was an act of libertinism. Thus in " 2 Henry

IV." (Act ii. sc. 4), Falstaff says of Poins, " He eats

conger and fennel." Eosemary formerly had the re-

putation of strengthening the memory, and on this

account was regarded as a symbol of remembrance.

Thus, according to an old ballad

—

" Rosemary is for remeratrance

Between us day and night,

Wishing that I may always have

You present in my sight."

.And in " Hamlet," where Ophelia seems to be address-

ing Laertes, she says (Act iv. sc. 5)

—

" There's rosemary, that's for rememhrance."

Vervain, from time immemorial, has been the floral

symbol of enchantment, owing to its having been in

ancient times much in request for all kinds of divina-

tions and incantations. Virgil, it may be remembered,

alludes to this plant as one of the charms used by an

enchantress

—

" Bring running water, bind those altars round

With fillets, with vervaiii strew the ground."

Parsley, according to floral language, has a double

signification, denoting feasting and deatli. On festive

occasions the Greeks wore wreaths of parsley, and

on many other occasions it was employed, such as

at the Isthmian games. On the other hand, this

plant was strewn over the bodies of the dead, and

decked their graves.

"The weeping willow," as Mr. Ingram remarks,

''is one of those natural emblems which bear their
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florigrapliical meaning so palpably impressed that their

signification is clear at first sight." This tree has

always been regarded as the symbol of sorrow, and

also of forsaken love. In China it is employed in

several rites, having from a remote period been re-

garded as a token of immortality. As a symbol of

bitterness the aloe has long been in repute, and " as

bitter as aloes " is a proverbial expression, doubtless

derived from the acid taste of its juice. Eastern poets

frequently speak of this plant as the emblem of bitter-

ness ; a meaning which most fitly coincides with its pro-

perties. The lily of the valley has had several emblems

conferred upon it, each of which is equally apposite.

Thus in reference to the bright hopeful season of

spring, in which it blossoms, it has been regarded as

symbolical of the return of happiness, whilst its deli-

cate perfume has long been indicative of sweetness, a

characteristic thus beautifully described by Keats

—

" No flower amid the garden fairer grows

Than the sweet lily of the lowly vale,

The queen of flowers."

Its perfect snow-white flower is the emblem of purity,

allusions to which we find numerously scattered in the

literature of the past. One of the emblems of the

white poplar in floral language is time, because its

leaves appear always in motion, and " being of a dead

blackish-green above, and white below," writes Mr.

Ingram, " they were deemed by the ancients to indi-

cate the alternation of night and day." Again, the

plane-tree has been from early times made the symbol
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of genius and magnificence ; for in olden times philoso-

phers taught beneath its branches, which acquired for

it a reputation as one of the seats of learning. From

its beauty and size it obtained a figurative meaning

;

and the arbutus or strawberry-tree {Arbutus unedo)

is the symbol of inseparable love, and the narcissus

denotes self-love, from the story of Narcissus, who,

enamoured of his own beauty, became spell-bound to

the spot, where he pined to death. Shelley describes

it as one of the flowers growing with the sensitive

plant in that garden where

—

" The pied wind flowers and the tulip tall,

And narcissi, the fairest among them aU,

Who gaze on their eyes in the stream's recess,

Till they die at their own dear loveliness."

The sycamore implies curiosity, from Zacchseus, who

climbed up into this tree to witness the triumphal

entry of Christ into Jerusalem ; and from time imme-

morial the violet has been the emblem of constancy

—

" Violet is for faithfulness,

Which in me shall abide.

Hoping like-\vise that from your heart

You will not let it hide."

In some cases flowers seem to have derived their

symbolism from certain events associated with them.

Thus the periwinkle signifies " early recollections, or

pleasures of memory," in connection with which Rous-

seau tells us how, as Madame Warens and himself

were proceeding to Charmattes, she was struck by the

appearance of some of these blue flowers in the hedge,

and exclaimed, " Here is the periwinkle still in flower."
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Thirty years afterwards the sight of the periwinkle in

flower carried his memory back to this occasion, and

he inadvertently cried, " Ah, there is the periwinkle."

Incidents of the kind have originated many of the

symbols found in plant language, and at the same

time invested them with a peculiar historic interest.

Once more, plant language, it has been remarked,

is one of those binding links which connects the

sentiments and feelings of one country with another

;

although it may be, in other respects, these communities

have little in common. Thus, as Mr. Ingram remarks

in the introduction to his " Flora Symbolica "
(p. 12),

" from the unlettered North American Indian to the

highly polished Parisian ; from the days of dawning

among the mighty Asiatic races, whose very names

are buried in oblivion, down to the present times, the

symbolism of flowers is everywhere and in all ages

discovered permeating all strata of society. It has

been, and still is, the habit of many peoples to name

the different portions of the year after the most pro-

minent changes of the vegetable kingdom."

In the United States, the language of flowers is

said to have more votaries than in any other part

of the world, many works relative to which have been

published in recent years. Indeed, the subject will

always be a popular one ; for further details illustra-

tive of which the reader would do well to consult Mr.

H. G. Adams's useful work on the " Moral Language

and Poetry of Flowers," not to mention the constant

allusions scattered throughout the works of our old

poets, such as Shakespeare, Chaucer, and Drayton.
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CHAPTEE XV.

FABULOUS PLANTS.

The curious traditions of imaginary plants found

amongst most nations have partly a purely mytho-

logical origin. Frequently, too, they may be attri-

buted to the exaggerated accounts given by old

travellers, who, " influenced by a desire to make them-

selves famous, have gone so far as to pretend that

they saw these fancied objects." Anyhow, from

whatever source sprung, these productions of ignorance

and superstition have from a very early period been

firmly credited. But, like the accounts given us of

fabulous animals, they have long ago been acknow-

ledged as survivals of popular errors, which owed their

existence to the absence of botanical knowledge.

We have elsewhere referred to the great world tree,

and of the primitive idea of a human descent from

trees. Indeed, according to the early and uncultured

belief of certain communities, there were various kinds

of animal-producing trees, accounts of which are very

curious. Among these may be mentioned the vege-

table lamb, concerning which olden writers have given

the most marvellous description. Thus Sir John

Maundeville, who in his " Voyage and Travel " has
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recorded many marvellous sights which either came

under his notice, or were reported to him during his

travels, has not omitted to speak of this remarkable

tree. Thus, to quote his words—"There groweth a

manner of fruit as though it were gourdes ; and when

they be ripe men cut them in two, and men find

within a little beast, in flesh, in bone, and blood—as

though it were a little lamb withouten woUe—and

men eat both the fruit and the beast, and that is a

great marvel ; of that fruit I have eaten although it

were wonderful; but that I know well that God is

marvellous in His works." Various accounts have

been given of this wondrous plant, and in Parkinson's

" Paradisus " it is represented as one of the plants

which grew in the Garden of Eden. Its local name
is the Scythian or Tartarian Lamb

;
and, as it grows,

it might at a short distance be taken for an animal

rather than a vegetable production. It is one of the

genus Polypodium ; root decumbent, thickly clothed

with a very soft close hoal, of a deep yellow colour.

It is also called by the Tartars " Barometz," and a

Chinese nickname is "Eufous dog." Mr. Bell, in

his " Journey to Ispahan," thus describes a specimen

which he saw— "It seemed to be made by art to

imitate a lamb. It is said to eat up and devour all

the grass and weeds within its reach. Though it may
be thought that an opinion so very absurd could never

find credit with people of the meanest understanding,

yet I have conversed with some who were much
inclined to believe itj so very prevalent is the pro-
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digious and absurd with some part of mankind. Among

the more sensible and experienced Tartars, I found

they laughed at it as a ridiculous fable." Blood was

said to flow from it when cut or injured, a superstition

which probably originated in the fact that the fresh

root when cut yields a tenacious gum like the blood

of animals. Dr. Darwin, in his " Loves of the Plants,"

adopts the fable thus

—

" E'en round the pole the flames of love aspire,

And icy hosoms feel the sacred fire,

Cradled in snow, and fanned by arctic air.

Shines, gentle Barometz, the golden hair

;

Eested in earth, each cloven hoof descends,

And round and round her flexile neck she bends.

Crops of the grey coral moss, and hoary thyme,

Or laps with rosy tongue the melting rime,

Eyes with mute tenderness her distant dam.

Or seems to bleat a vegetable lamb."

Another curious fiction prevalent in olden times

was that of the barnacle-tree, to which Sir John

Maundeville also alludes :
" In our country were trees

that bear a fruit that becomes flying birds ; those that

fell in the water lived, and those that fell on the

earth died, and these be right good for man's meat."

As early as the twelfth century this idea was pro-

mulgated by Giraldus Cambrensis in his " Topographia

Hibernise ;
" and Gerarde in his " Herball, or General

History of Plants," published in the year 1597, nar-

rates the following :
" There are found in the north

parts of Scotland, and the isles adjacent, called Orcades,

certain trees, whereon do grow small fishes, of a white

colour, tending to russet, wherein are contained little
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living creatures ; which shells, in time of maturity, do

open, and out of them grow those little living things

which, falling into the water, do become fowls, whom
we call barnacles, in the north of England brant-geese,

and in Lancashire tree-geese ; but the others that do

fall upon the land perish, and do come to nothing."

But, like many other popular fictions, this notion

was founded on truth, and probably originated in

mistaking the fleshy peduncle of the barnacle {Lepas

anatifera) for the neck of a goose, the shell for its

head, and the tentacula for a tuft of feather. There

were many versions of this eccentric myth, and accord-

ing to one modification given by Boece, the oldest

Scottish historian, these barnacle-geese are first pro-

duced in the form of worms in old trees, and further

adds that such a tree was cast on shore in the year

1480, when there appeared, on its being sawn asunder,

a multitude of worms, " throwing themselves out of

sundry holes and pores of the tree ; some' of them
were nude, as they were new shapen ; some had both

head, feet, and wings, but they had no feathers ; some
of them were perfect shapen fowls. At last, the

people having this tree each day in more admiration,

brought it to the kirk of St. Andrew's, beside the

town of Tyre, where it yet remains to our day."

Du Bartas thus describes the various transformations

of this bird

—

" So, slowe Bootes underneath him sees,

In th' ycie iles, those goslings hatcht of trees

;

Whose fruitful leaves, falling into the Avater,

Are turn'd, they say, to living fowls soon after.
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So, rotten sides of broken ships do change

To barnacles ; 0 transformation change,

'Twas first a green tree, then a gallant hull.

Lately a mushroom, now a flying gull."

Meyer wrote a treatise on this strange " bird with-

out father or mother," and Sir Eobert Murray, in the

"Philosophical Transactions," says that "these shells

are hung at the tree by a neck, longer than the shell,

of a filmy substance, round and hollow and creased,

not unlike the windpipe of a chicken, spreading out

broadest where it is fastened to the tree, from which

it seems to draw and convey the matter which serves

for the growth and vegetation of the shell and the

little bird within it. In every shell that I opened," he

adds, " I found a perfect sea-fowl ; the little biU like

that of a goose, the eyes marked; the head, neck,

breast, wing, tail, and feet formed ; the feathers every-

where perfectly shaped, and the feet like those of

other water-fowl." The Chinese have a tradition of

certain trees, the leaves of which were finally changed

into birds.

With this story may be compared that of the

oyster-bearing tree, which Bishop Fleetwood describes

in his "Curiosities of Agriculture and Gardening,"

written in the year 1707. The oysters as seen,

he says, by the Dominican Du Tertre, at Guadaloupe,

grew on the branches of trees, and "are not larger

than the little English oysters, that is to say, about

the size of a crown-piece. They stick to the branches

that hang in the water of a tree called Paretuvier.

No doubt the seed of the oysters, which is shed in
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the tree when they spawn, cleaves to those branches,

so that the oysters form themselves there, and grow
bigger in process of time, and by their weight bend
down the branches into the sea, and then are refreshed

twice a day by the flux and reflux of it." Kircher
speaks of a tree in Chili, the leaves of which brouo-ht

forth a certain kind of worm, which eventually be-
came changed into serpents; and describes a plant
which grew in the Molucca Islands, nicknamed
"catopa," on account of its leaves when falling off

being transformed into butterflies.

Among some of the many other equally wonderful
plants may be mentioned the " stony wood," which is

thus described by Gerarde :—" Being at Eugby, about
such time as our fantastic people did with great con-
course and multitudes repair and run headlong unto
the sacred wells of Newnam Eegis, in the edge of

Warwickshire, as unto the Waters of Life, which could
cure all diseases." He visited these healing-wells,
where he "found growing over the same a fair ash-
tree, whose boughs did hang over the spring of water,
whereof some that were seare and rotten, and some
that of purpose were broken off, fell into the water
and were all turned into stone. Of these, boughs, or
parts of the tree, I brought into London, which,°when
I had broken into pieces, therein might be seen that
the pith and all the rest was turned into stones, still

remaining the same shape and fashion that they were
of before they were in the water." Similarly, Sir
John Maundeville notices the " Dead Sea fruit "—fruit

N
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found on the apple-trees near the Dead Sea. To

quote his own words :—" There be full fair apples,

and fair of colour to behold ; but whoso breaketh

them or cutteth them in two, he shall find within

them coals and cinders, in token that by the wrath of

God, the city and the land were burnt and sunken

into hell." Speaking of the many legendary tales

connected with the apple, may be mentioned the

golden apples which Hera received at her marriage

with Zeus, and placed under the guardianship of the

dragon Ladon, in the garden of the Hesperides. The

northern Iduna kept guarded the sacred apples which,

by a touch, restored the aged gods to youth; and

according to Sir J. Maundeville, the apples of Pyban

fed the pigmies with their smell only. This reminds

us of the singing apple in the fairy romance, which

would persuade by its smell alone, and [enahle the

possessor to write poetry or prose, and to display

the most accomplished wit ; and of the singing tree in

the " Arabian Nights," each leaf of which was musicaly

all the leaves joining together in a delightful harmony.

But peculiarities of this kind are very varied, and

form an extensive section in "Plant-lore;"—very

many curious examples being found in old travels,

and related with every semblance of truth. In some

instances trees have obtained a fabulous character

from being connected with certain events. Thus

there was the " bleeding tree." ^ It appears that one

of the indictments laid to the charge of the Marquis

1 Laing'a " History of Scotland," iSoo, ii. r- 1 1-
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of Argyll was this :
" That a tree on which thirty-six

of his enemies were hanged was immediately blasted,

and when hewn down, a copious stream of blood ran

from it, saturating the earth, and that blood for several

years was emitted from the roots." Then there is the
" poet's tree," which grows over the tomb of Tan-Sein,

a musician at the court of Mohammed Akbar. Who-
ever chews a leaf of this tree was long said to be inspired

with sweet melody of voice, an allusion to which is

made by Moore, in " Lalla Kookh :
"—" His voice was

sweet, as if he had chewed the leaves of that enchanted
tree which grows over the tomb of the musician Tan-
Sein."

The rare but occasional occurrence of vegetation in

certain trees and shrubs, happening to take place at

the period of Christ's birth, gave rise to the belief

that such trees threw out their leaves with a holy joy
to commemorate that anniversary. An oak of the early

budding species for two centuries enjoyed such a noto-
riety, having been said to shoot forth its leaves on old

Christmas Day, no leaf being seen either before or
after that day during winter. There was the famous
Glastonbury thorn, and in the same locality a walnut
tree was reported never to put forth its leaves before
the feast of St. Barnabas, the 1 1 th June. The monkish
legend runs thus :—Joseph of Arimathtea, after landing
at no great distance from Glastonbury, walked to a
hill about a mile from the town. Being weary he sat
down here with his companions, the hill henceforth being
nicknamed " Weary-All-Hill," locally abbreviated into
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" Werral." Whilst resting Joseph struck his staff into

the ground, which took root, grew, and blossomed

every Christmas Day. Previous to the time of Charles

I. a branch of this famous tree was carried in pro-

cession, with much ceremony, at Christmas time, but

during the Civil War the tree was cut down.

Many plants, again, as the " Sesame" of the "Arabian

JSTights," had the power of opening doors and procuring

an entrance into caverns and mountain sides—a sur-

vival of which we find in the primrose or key- flower

of German legend. Similarly, other plants, such as

the golden-rod, have been renowned for pointing to

hidden springs of water, and revealing treasures of

gold and silver. Such fabulous properties have been

also assigned to the hazel-branch, popularly designated

the divining-rod

—

'
' Some sorcerers do boast they have a rod,

Gather'd with vows and sacrifice,

And, borne aloft, will strangely nod

The hidden treasure where it lies."

With plants of the kind we may compare the

wonder-working moonwort (BoirycJmim lunaria), which

was said to open locks and to unshoe horses that

trod on it, a notion which Du Bartas thus mentions in

his " Divine Weekes "

—

" Horses that, feeding on the grassy liills,

Tread upon moonwort with their hollow heels.

Though lately shod, at night go barefoot home,

Their maister musing where tlieir shoes become.

0 moonwort ! tell me where thou hid'st the smith,

Hammer and pinchers, thou unshodd'st them with.
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Alas ! what lock or iron engine is't,

That can tliy subtle secret strength resist,

Still the best farrier cannot set a shoe

So sure, but thou (so shortly) canst undo."

The blasting-root, known in Germany as spring-

wurzel, and by us as spring-wort, possesses similar

virtues, for whatever lock is touched by it must yield.

It is no easy matter to find this magic plant, but,

according to a piece of popular folk-lore, it is obtained

by means of the woodpecker. When this bird visits

its nest, it must have been previously plugged up
with wood, to remove which it goes in search of the

spring-wort. On holding this before the nest the

wood shoots out from the tree as if driven by the

most violent force. Meanwhile, a red cloth must be

placed near the nest, which will so scare the wood-
pecker that it will let the fabulous root drop. There

are several versions of this tradition. According to

Pliny the bird is the raven ; in Swabia it is the hoopoe,

and in Switzerland the swallow. In Eussia, there is

a plant growing in marshy land, known as the rasir-

trava, which when applied to locks causes them to

open instantly. In Iceland similar properties are

ascribed to the herb-paris, there known as lasa-

grass.

According to a piece of Breton lore, the selago, or

" cloth of gold," cannot be cut with steel without the

sky darkening and some disaster taking place

—

" The herb of gold is cut ; a cloud

Across the sky liath spread its shroud
To war."
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On the other hand, if properly gathered with due

ceremony, it conferred the power of understanding the

languag;e of beast or bird/ As far back as the time

of Pliny, we have directions for the gathering of this

magic plant. The person plucking it was to go bare-

foot, with feet washed, clad in white, after having

offered a sacrifice of bread and wine. Another plant

which had to be gathered with special formalities was

the magic mandragora. It was commonly reported to

shriek in such a hideous manner when pulled out of

the earth that

" Living mortals hearing tliem run mad."

Hence, various precautions were adopted. According

to Pliny, " When they intended to take up the root

of this plant, they took the wind thereof, and with a

sword describing three circles about it, they digged it

up, looking towards the west." Another old authority

informs us that he " who would take it up, in common

prudence should tie a dog to it to accomplish his

purpose, as if he did it himself, he would shortly die."

Moore gives this warning

—

" The phantom shapes—oh, touch them not

That appal the maiden's sight,

Look in the fleshy mandrake's stem,

That slirieks when plucked at night."

To quote one or two more illustrations, we may

mention the famous lily at Lauenberg, which is said

to have sprung up when a poor and beautiful girl was

1 " Flower-lore," p. 46.
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spirited away out of the clutches of a dissolute baron.

It made its appearance annually, an event which was

awaited with much interest by the inhabitants of the

Hartz, many of whom made a pilgrimage to behold it.

"They returned to their homes," it is said, "over-

powered by its dazzling beauty, and asserting that its

splendour was so great that it shed beams of light on

the valley below."

Similarly, we are told how the common break-fern

flowers but once a year, at midnight, on Michaelmas

Eve, when it displays a small blue flower, which

vanishes at the approach of dawn. According to a

piece of folk-lore current in Bohemia and the Tyrol,

the fern-seed shines like glittering gold at the season,

so that there is no chance of missing its appearance,

especially as it has its sundry mystic properties which

are described elsewhere.

Professor Mannhardt relates a strange legend current

in Mecklenburg to the effect that in a certain secluded

and barren spot, where a murder had been committed,

there grows up every day at noon a peculiarly-shaped

thistle, unlike any other of its kind. On inspection

there are to be seen human arms, hands, and heads,

and as soon as twelve heads have appeared, the weird

plant vanishes. It is further added that on one

occasion a shepherd happened to pass the mysterious

spot where the thistle was growing, when instantly his

arms were paralysed and his staflf became tinder.

Accounts of these fabulous trees and plants have in

years gone been very numerous, and have not yet
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wholly died out, surviving in the legendary tales of

most countries. In some instances, too, it would seem

that certain trees like animals have gained a notoriety,

purely fabulous, through trickery and credulity. About

the middle of the last century, for instance, there vpas

the groaning-tree at Badesly, which created consider-

able sensation. It appears that a cottager, who lived

in the village of Badesly, two miles from Lymington,

frequently heard a strange noise behind his house, like

a person in extreme agony. For about, twenty months

this tree was an object of astonishment, and at last

the owner of the tree, in order to discover the cause

of its supposed sufferings, bored a hole in the trunk.

After this operation it ceased to groan, it was rooted

up, but nothing appeared to account for its strange

peculiarity. Stories of this kind remind us of similar

wonders recorded by Sir John Maundeville, as having

been seen by him in the course of his Eastern travels.

Thus he describes a certain table of ebony or black-

wood, "that once used to turn into flesh on certain

occasions, but whence now drops only oil, which, if

kept above a year, becomes good flesh and bone."
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CHAPTEE XVI.

DOCTRINE OF SIGNATURES.

The old medical theory, which supposed that plants

by their external character indicated the particular

diseases for which Nature had intended them as re-

medies, was simply a development of the much older

notion of a real connection between object and image.

Thus, on this principle, it was asserted that the pro-

perties of substances were frequently denoted by their

colour
;
hence, white was regarded as refrigerant, and

red as hot. In the same way, for disorders of the

blood, burnt purple, pomegranate seeds, mulberries, and
other red ingredients were dissolved in the patient's

drink
;
and for liver complaints yellow substances were

recommended. But this fanciful and erroneous notion
" led to serious errors in practice," ^ and was occasion-

ally productive of the most fatal results. Although,
mdeed, Pliny spoke of the folly of the magicians in

using the catanance (KaravdjK'^, compulsion) for love-

potions, on account of its shrinking "in drying into

the shape of the claws of a dead kite," - and so holding
the patient fast

;
yet this primitive idea, after the lapse

1 Pettigrew's "Medical Superstitions," 1844, P- i8-
2 Tylor's "Researches into the Early History of Mankind," 1865,

p. 123; Chapiel's "La Doctrine des Signatures," Paris, 1866.
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of centuries, was as fully credited as in the early days

when it was originally started. Throughout the six-

teenth and seventeenth centuries, for instance, it is

noticed in most medical works, and in many cases

treated with a seriousness characteristic of the hack-

ward state of medical science even at a period so

comparatively recent. Crollius wrote a work on the

subject; and Langham, in his "Garden of Health,"

published in the year 1578, accepted the doctrine.

Coles, in his "Art of Simpling" (1656), thus describes

it:
—"Though sin and Satan have plunged mankind

into an ocean of infirmities, yet the mercy of God,

which is over all His workes, maketh grasse to growe

upon the mountains and herbes for the use of men,

and hath not only stamped upon them a distinct forme,

but also given them particular signatures, whereby a

man may read even in legible characters the use of

them." John Eay, in his treatise on " The Wisdom

of God in Creation," was among the first to express

his disbelief of this idea, and writes:—"As for the

signatures of plants, or the notes impressed upon them

as notices of their virtues, some lay great stress upon

them, accounting them strong arguments to prove that

some understanding principle is the highest original of

the work of Nature, as indeed they were could it be

certainly made to appear that there were such marks

designedly set upon them, because all that I find men-

tioned by authors seem to be rather fancied by men

than designed by Nature to signify, or point out, any

such virtues, or qualities, as they would make us be-
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lieve." His views, however, are somewhat contradictory,

inasmuch as he goes on to say that " the noxious and

malignant plants do, many of them, discover something

of their nature by the sad and melancholick visage of

their leaves, flowers, or fruit. And that I may not

leave that head wholly untouched, one observation I

shall add relating to the virtues of plants, in which I

think there is something of truth—that is, that there

are of the wise dispensation of Providence such species

of plants produced in every country as are made

proper and convenient for the meat and medicine of the

men and animals that are bred and inhabit therein."

Indeed, however much many of the botanists of bygone

centuries might try to discredit this popular delusion,

they do not seem to have been wholly free from its

influence themselves. Some estimate, also, of the pro-

minence which the doctrine of signatures obtained

may be gathered from the frequent allusions to it in

the literature of the period. Thus, to take one illus-

tration, the euphrasia or eye-bright {Euphrasia offici-

nalis), which was, and is, supposed to be good for the

eye, owing to a black pupil-like spot in its corolla, is

noticed by Milton, who, it may be remembered, repre-

sents the archangel as clearing the vision of our first

parents by its means

—

" Then purged with euphrasy and rue

His visual orbs, for he had much to see."

Spenser speaks of it in the same strain

—

" Yet euphrasie may not be left unsung,
That gives dim eyes to wander leagues around."
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And Thomson says

—

" If she, whom I implore, Urania, deign

With euphrasy to purge away the mists,

Which, humid, dim the mirror of the mind."

With reference to its use in modern times, Anne

Pratt ^ tells us how, " on going into a small shop in

Dover, she saw a quantity of the plant suspended

from the ceiling, and was informed that it was gathered

and dried as being good for weak eyes
;

" and in many

of our rural districts I learn that the same value is

still attached to it by the peasantry.

Again, it is interesting to observe how, under a

variety of forms, this piece of superstition has pre-

vailed in different parts of the world. By virtue of a

similar association of ideas, for instance, the gin-seng^

was said by the Chinese and North American Indians

to possess certain virtues which were deduced from

the shape of the root, supposed to resemble the human

]3ody^—a plant with which may be compared our

mandrake. The Eomans of old had their rock-break-

ing plant called "saxifraga" or sassafras;^ and we

know in later times how the granulated roots of our

white meadow saxifrage (Saxifraga granulata), resem-

bling small stones, were supposed to indicate its effi-

cacy in the cure of calculous complaints. Hence one

1 " Flowering Plants of Great Britain," iv. 109; see Dr. Priors

"Popular Names of British Plants," 1870-72.

2 Tylor's " Researches into the Early History of Mankind," p. 123.

» See Porter Smith's " Chinese Materia Medica," p. 103 ; Lockhart,

"Medical Missionary in China," and edition, p. 107; "Reports on

Trade at the Treaty Ports of China," 1 868, p. 63.

* Fiske, "Myths and Mythmakers," 1873, p. 43.
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of its names, stonebreak. The stony seeds of the

gromwell were, also, used in cases of stone—a plant

formerly known as lichwale, or, as in a MS. of the

fifteenth century, lythewale, stone-switch/

In accordance, also, with the same principle it was
once generally believed that the seeds of ferns were of

an invisible sort, and hence, by a transference of pro-

perties, it came to be admitted that the possessor of

fern-seed could likewise be invisible—a notion which
obtained an extensive currency on the Continent. As
special good-luck was said to attend the individual

who succeeded in obtaining this mystic seed, it was
eagerly sought for—Midsummer Eve being one of the

occasions when it* could be most easily procured.

Thus Grimm, in his " Teutonic Mytliology," ^ relates

how a man in Westphalia was looking on Midsummer
night for a foal he had lost, and happened to pass

through a meadow just as the fern-seed was ripening,

so that it fell into his shoes. In the morning he went
home, walked into the sitting-room and sat down, but

thought it strange that neither his wife nor any of the

family took the least notice of him. "I have not

found the foal," said he. Thereupon everybody in

the room started and looked alarmed, for they heard
his voice but saw him not. His wife then called him,
thinking he must have hid himself, but he only replied,

" Why do you call me ? Here I am right before you."
At last he became aware that he was invisible, and,

^
Dr. Prior's "Popular Names of British Plants," p. 134.

= See Kelly's " Indo-European Tradition Polk-lore," 1863, pp. 193-
198 ;

Ptalston's "Puissian Folk-Songs," 1872, p. 98.
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remembering how he had walked in the meadow on

the preceding evening, it struck him that he might

possibly have fern-seed in his shoes. So he took them

off, and as he shook them the fern-seed dropped out,

and he was no longer invisible. There are numerous

stories of this kind ;
and, according to Dr. Kuhn, one

method for obtaining the fern-seed was, at the summer

solstice, to shoot at the sun when it had attained its

midday height. If this were done, three drops of

blood would fall, which were to be gathered up and

preserved—this being the fern-seed. In Bohemia,^ on

old St. John's Night (July 8), one must lay a com-

munion chalice- cloth under the fern, and collect the

seed which will fall before sunrise,. Among some of

the scattered allusions to this piece of folk-lore in the

literature of our own country, may be mentioned one

by Shakespeare in " i Henry IV." (ii. i):

—

"Gadshill. We have the receipt of fern-seed, we walk in-

visible ^

" Chamberlain. Nay, by my faith, I think you are more be-

holding to the night than to fern-seed for your walking invisible."

In Ben Jonson's "New Inn" (i. i), it is thus

noticed :

—

" I had

No medicine, sir, to go invisible,

No fern-seed in my pocket."

1 "Mystic Trees and Flowers," Mr. D. Conway, Fraser's Magazine,

Nov. 1870, p. 608.
. J 4. u

2 The " receipt," so called, was the formula of magic words to be

employed during the process. See Grindon's " Shakspere Flora,"

1883, p. 242.
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Brand ^ was told by an inhabitant of Heston, in

Middlesex, that when he was a young man he was

often present at the ceremony of catching the fern-

seed at midnight, on the eve of St. John Baptist. The

attempt was frequently unsuccessful, for the seed was

to fall into a plate of its own accord, and that too

without shaking the plate. It is unnecessary to add

further illustrations on this point, as we have had

occasion to speak elsewhere of the sundry other magical

properties ascribed to the fern-seed, whereby it has

been prominently classed amongst the mystic plants.

But, apart from the doctrine of signatures, it would

seem that the fern-seed was also supposed to derive

its power of making invisible from the cloud, says

Mr. Kelly,^ "that contained the heavenly fire from
which the plant is sprung." Whilst speaking, too, of

the fern-seed's property of making people invisible, it

is of interest to note that in the Icelandic and Pomer-
anian myths the schamir or " raven-stone " renders its

possessor invisible ; and according to a North German
tradition the luck-flower is endued with the same
wonderful qualities. It is essential, however, that the

flower be found by accident, for he who seeks it never
finds it. In Sweden hazel-nuts are reputed to have
the power of making invisible, and from their reputed
magical properties have been, from time immemorial,
in great demand for divination. All those plants

whose leaves bore a fancied resemblance to the moon

^- "Popular Antiquities," 1849, i- 315-
* "Indo-European Tradition and Follc-lore," p. 197.
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were, in days of old, regarded with superstitious rever-

ence. The moon-daisy, the type of a class of plants

resembling the pictures of a full moon, were exhibited,

says Dr. Prior, " in uterine complaints, and dedicated

in pagan times to the goddess of the moon." The

moonwort {Botrycliium lunaria), often confounded with

the common " honesty " {Lunaria Uennis) of our gardens,

so called from the semi-lunar shape of the segments

of its frond, was credited with the most curious pro-

perties, the old alchemists aifirming that it was good

among other things for converting quicksilver into pure

silver, and unshoeing such horses as trod upon it.

A similar virtue was ascribed to the horse-shoe vetch

{Eippocrepis comosa), so called from the shape of the

legumes, hence another of its mystic nicknames was

" unshoe the horse."

But referring to the doctrine of signatures in folk-

medicine, a favourite garden flower is Solomon's seal

(Polygonatum multiflorum). On cutting the roots

transversely, some marks are apparent not unlike the

characters of a seal, which to the old herbalists indi-

cated its use as a seal for wounds.^ Gerarde, describing

it, tells us how " the root of Solomon's seal stamped,

while it is fresh and greene, and applied, taketh away

in one night, or two at the most, any bruise, black or

blue spots, gotten by falls, or women's wilfulness in

stumbling upon their hasty husbands' fists." For the

same reason it was called by the French herbalists

1 See Dr. Prior's "Popular Names of British Plants," p. 130;

Phillips' "Flora Historica," i. 163.
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"I'herbe de la rupture." The specific name of the
tutsan^ {Ryperimm androscemum), derived from the
two Greek words signifying man and blood, in refer-

ence to the dark red juice which exudes from the

.

capsules when bruised, was once applied to external
wounds, and hence it was called " balm of the warrior's
wound," or « aU-heal." Gerarde says, " The leaves laid
upon broken skins and scabbed legs heal them, and
many other hurts and griefs, whereof it took its name
' toute-saine' of healing all things." The pretty plant,
herb-robert (Geranium rohertianum), was supposed to
possess similar virtues, its power to arrest bleeding
being indicated by the beautiful red hue assumed by
the fading leaves, on account of which property it was
styled "a stauncher of blood." The garden Jerusalem
cowslip (Fulmonaria officinalis) owes its English name,
lungwort, to the spotting of the leaves, which were
said to indicate that they would be efficacious in heal-
ing diseases of the lungs. Then there is the water-
soldier {Stratiotes aloides), which from its sword-shaped
leaves was reckoned among the appliances for gun-shot
wounds. Another familiar plant which has long had a
reputation as a ^^lnerary is the self-heal, or carpenter's
herb {Prunella vulgaris), on account of its corolla beincr
shaped like a bill-hook.

"

Again, presumably on the doctrine of signatures, the
connection between roses and blood is very curious.
Thus in France, Germany, and Italy it is a popular notion
that if one is desirous of having ruddy cheeks, he must

^ See Sowerby's "English Botany," 1864, i., p. 144.

O
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bury a drop of his blood under a rose-bush.^ As a

charm against htEmorrhage of every kind, the rose has

long been a favourite remedy in Germany, and in West-

phalia the following formula is employed: " Abek,

Wabek, Fabek ; in Christ's garden stand three red roses

—one for the good God, the other for God's blood, the

third for the angel Gabriel : blood, I pray you, cease to

flow." Another version of this charm is the following :

'

On the head of our Lord God there bloom three

roses : the first is His virtue, the second is His youth,

the third is His will. Blood, stand thou in the wound

still, so that thou neither sore nor abscess givest."

Turning to some of the numerous plants which on

the doctrine of signatures were formerly used as specifics

from a fancied resemblance, in the shape of the root,

leaf, or fruit, to any particular part of the human body,

we are confronted with a list adapted for most of the

ills to which the flesh is heir.^ Thus, the walnut was

regarded as clearly good for mental cases from its

bearing the signature of the whole head ;
the outward

green cortex answering to the pericranium, the harder

shell within representing the skull, and the kernel m

its figure resembling the cover of the brain. On this

account the outside shell was considered good for wounds

of the head, whilst the bark of the tree was regarded

as a sovereign remedy for the ringworm.* Its leaves,

1 See "Folk-lore of British Plants," Dublin University Magazine,

September 1873, p. 3lS-
...

2 See Thorpe's "Northern Mythology,' 1852, m. 168.

3 "Sketches of Imposture, Deception, and Credulity," 1837, p. 300-

4 See Phillips' "Pomarium Britannicum, " 1821, p. 351,
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too, when bruised and moistened with vinegar were
used for ear-ache. For scrofulous glands, the knotty
tubers attached to the kernel-wort (Scrophularia nodosa)
have been considered efficacious. The pith of the
elder, when pressed with the fingers, " doth pit and
receive the impress of them thereon, as the legs and
feet of dropsical persons do," therefore the juice of this
tree was reckoned a cure for dropsy. Our Lady's
thistle (Carduus Marianus), from its numerous prickles,
was recommended for stitches of the side ; and nettle-
tea is still a common remedy with many of our
peasantry for nettle-rash. The leaves of the wood-
sorrel {Oxalis acetosella) were believed to preserve the
heart from many diseases, from their being " broad at the
ends, cut in the middle, and sharp towards the stalk."
Similarly the heart-trefoil, or gIoyqt{Medicago maculata),
was so caUed, because, says Coles in his "Art of Simp-
ling," "not only is the leaf triangular like the heart of
a man, but also because each leaf contains the perfect
image of an heart, and that in its proper colour—

a

flesh colour. It defendeth the heart against the noisome
vapour of the spleen." Another plant which, on the
same principle, was reckoned as a curative for heart-
disease, is the heart's-ease, a term meaning a cordial
as m Sir Walter Scott's "Antiquary" (chap, xi.), "try
a dram to be eilding and claise, and a supper and
heart's-ease into the bargain." The knot-grass {Poly-
gonum avimlare), with its reddish-white flowers and
traihng pointed stems, was probably so called "from
some unrecorded character by the doctrine of si^na-
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tures," suggests Mr. Ellacombe/ that it would stop the

growth of children. Thus Shakespeare, in his " Mid-

summer Night's Dream " (Act iii. sc. 2), alludes to it

as the "hindering knot-grass," and in Beaumont and

Fletcher's " Coxcomb " (Act ii. sc. 2) it is further men-

tioned

—

" We want a boy extremely for this function,

Kept under for a year with milk and Icnot-grass."

According to Crollius, the woody scales of which

the cones of the. pine-tree are composed " resemble the

fore-teeth ; " hence pine-leaves boiled in vinegar were

used as a garlic for the relief of toothache. White-

coral, from its resemblance to the teeth, was also in

requisition, because " it keepeth children to heed their

teeth, their gums being rubbed therewith." For im-

proving the complexion, an ointment made of cowslip-

flowers was once recommended, because, as an old

writer observes, it " taketh away the spots and wrinkles

of the skin, and adds beauty exceedingly." Mr. Bur-

gess, in his handy little volume on " English Wild

Flowers" (1868, 47), referring to the cowslip, says

" the village damsels use it as a cosmetic, and we know,

it adds to the beauty of the complexion of the town-

immured lassie when she searches for and gathers it

herself in the early spring morning." Some of the old

herbalists speak of moss gathered from a skull as useful

for disorders of the head, and hence it was gathered

and preserved.

The rupture-wort {Herniaria glabra) was so called

1 " Plant-lore of Shakespeare," 1S7S, p. loi.
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from its fancied remedial powers, and the scabious in

allusion to the scaly pappus of its seeds, which led to

its use in leprous diseases. The well-known fern,

spleen-wort (Asplenium), had this name applied to it

from the lobular form of the leaf, which suggested it

as a remedy for diseases of the spleen. Another of its

nicknames is miltwaste, because

—

" The finger-feme, which being given to swine,

It makes their milt to melt away in line "

—

a superstition which seems to have originated in a

curious statement made by Vitruvius, that in certain

localities in the island of Crete the flocks and herds

were found without spleen from their browsing on this

plant, whereas in those districts in which it did not

grow the reverse was the case.-^

The yellow bark of the berberry-tree {Berheris vul-

garis),^ when taken as a decoction in ale, or white wine,

is said to be a purgative, and to have proved highly

efficacious in the case of jaundice, hence in some parts

of the country it is known as the "jaundice-berry."

Turmeric, too, was formerly prescribed—a plant used
for making a yellow dye;^ and celandine, with its

yellow juice, was once equally in repute. Similar reme-
dies we find recommended on the Continent, and in

Westphalia an apple mixed with safiron is a popular
curative against jaundice." * Ehubarb, too, we are told,

^ See Dr. Prior's "Popular Names of British Plants," p. 154.
2 Hogg's "Vegetable Kingdom," p. 34.
^ See Friend's " Flowers and Flower-lore," ii. 355.
"Mystic Trees and Flowers," Fraser's Magazine, November 1870.

p. 591.
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by the doctrine of signatures, was the " life, soul, heart,

and treacle of the liver." Mr. Folkard^ mentions a

curious superstition which exists in the neighbourhood

of Orleans, where a seventh son without a daughter in-

tervening is called a Marcon. It is believed that " the

Maroon's body is marked somewhere with a Fleur-de-

Lis, and that if a patient suffering under king's-evil

touch this Fleur-de-Lis, or if the Marcon breathe upon

him, the malady will be sure to disappear."

As shaking is one of the chief characteristics of

that tedious and obstinate complaint ague, so there was

a prevalent notion that the quaking-grass {Briza media),

when dried and kept in the house, acted as a most

powerful deterrent. For the same reason, the aspen,

from its constant trembling, has been held a specific

for this disease. The lesser celandine {Ranunculus

ficaria) is known in many country places as the pile-

wort, because its peculiar tuberous root was long

thought to be efficacious as a remedial agent. And

Coles, in his " Art of Simpling," speaks of the purple

marsh-wort {Comarum palustre) as "an excellent

remedy against the purples." The common tormentil

(Tormentilla officinalis), from the red colour of its root,

was nicknamed the " blood-root," and was said to be

efficacious in dysentery; while the buUock's-lung-

wort derives its name from the resemblance of its

leaf to a dewlap, and was on this account held as

a remedy for the pneumonia of bullocks.^ Such is

1 " Plant Lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 341.

" Md., pp. 150-160.
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the curious old folk-lore doctrine of signatures, which

in olden times was regarded with so much favour,

and for a very long time was recognised, without any

questioning, as worthy of men's acceptation. It is

one of those popular delusions which scientific re-

search has scattered to the winds, having in its place

discovered the true medicinal properties of plants, by

the aid of chemical analysis.



( 2l6 )

CHAPTER XVII.

PLANTS AND THE CALENDAR.

A GOODLY array of plants have cast tlieir attractions

round the festivals of the year, giving an outward

beauty to the ceremonies and observances celebrated

in their honour. These vary in different countries,

although we frequently find the same flower almost

universally adopted to commemorate a particular

festival. Many plants, again, have had a super-

stitious connection, having in this respect exercised

a powerful influence among the credulous of all ages,

numerous survivals of which exist at the present day.

Thus, in Westphalia, it is said that if the sun makes

its appearance on New Year's Day, the flax will be

straight ; and there is a belief current in Hessia, that

an apple must not be eaten on New Year's Day, as

it will produce an abscess.

According to an old adage, the laurestinus, dedicated

to St. Faine (January i), an Irish abbess in the sixth

century, may be seen in bloom

—

"Whether the weather be snow or rain,

We are sure to see the flower of St. Faine
;

Raiu comes but seldom and often snow,

And yet the viburnum is sure to blow."
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And James Montgomery notices this cheerful plant,

speaking of it as the

"Fair tree of winter, fresh and flowering,

When all around is dead and dry,

Whose ruby buds, though storms are lowering,

Spread their white blossoms to the sky."

Then there is the dead nettle, which in Italy is

assigned to St. Vincent ; and the Christmas rose

(Hellehoris niger), dedicated to St. Agnes (21st

January), is known in Germany as the flower of St.

Agnes, and yet this flower has generally been re-

garded a plant of evil omen, being coupled by Camp-
bell with the hemlock, as growing " by the witches'

tower," where it seems to weave

" Eound its dark vaults a melancholy bower.
For spirits of the dead at night's enchanted hour."

At Candlemas it was customary, writes Herrick, to

replace the Christmas evergreens with sprigs of box,

which were kept up till Easter Eve

—

"Down with the rosemary and bays,

Down with the mistletoe.

Instead of holly now upraise

The greener box for show."

The snowdrop has been nicknamed the " Fair Maid
of February," from its blossoming about this period,

when it was customary for young women dressed in
white to walk in procession at the Feast of the Puri-
fication, and, according to the old adage

—

" The snowdrop in purest white array.
First rears her head on Candlemas Day."
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The dainty crocus is said to blow "before the

shrine at vernal dawn of St. Valentine." And we may

note here how county traditions affirm that in some

mysterious way the vegetable world is affected by

leap-year influences. A piece of agricultural folk-lore

current throughout the country tells us how all the

peas and beans grow the wrong way in their pods,

the seeds being set in quite the contrary to what they

are in other years. The reason assigned for this

strange freak of nature is that " it is the ladies' year,

and they (the peas and beans) always lay the wrong

way in leap year."

The leek is associated with St. David's Day, the

adoption of this plant as the national device of Wales

having been explained in various ways. According to

Shakespeare it dates from the battle of Cressy, while

some have maintained it originated in a victory obtained

by Cadwallo over the Saxons, 640, when the Welsh,

to distinguish themselves, wore leeks in their hats.

It has also beeen suggested that Welshmen " beautify

their hats with verdant leek," from the custom of

every farmer, in years gone by, contributing his leek

to the common repast when they met at the Cymortha

or Association, and mutually helped one another in

ploughing their land.

In Ireland the shamrock is worn on St. Patrick's

Day. Old women, with plenteous supplies of trefoil,

may be heard in every direction crying, "Buy my

shamrock, green shamrocks," while little children have

" Patrick's crosses " pinned to their sleeves, a custom
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which is said to have originated in the circumstance

that when St. Patrick was preaching the doctrine of

the Trinity he made use of the trefoil as a symbol of

the great mystery. Several plants have been identified

as the shamrock ; and in " Contributions towards a

Cybele Hibernica," ^ is the following extensive note :

—

'' Trifolium repens, Dutch clover, shamrock.—This is

the plant still worn as shamrock on St. Patrick's Day,

though Medicago lupulina is also sold in Dublin as

the shamrock. Edward Lhwyd, the celebrated anti-

quary, writing in 1699 to Tancred Eobinson, says,

after a recent visit to Ireland :
' Their shamrus: is our

common clover' {PMl. Trans., No. 335). Threkeld,

the earliest writer on the wild plants of Ireland, gives

Seamar-oge (young trefoil) as the Gaelic name for

Trifolium pratense album, and expressly says this is

the plant worn by the people in their hats on St.

Patrick's Day." Some, again, have advocated the

claims of the wood-sorrel, and others those of the

speedwell, whereas a correspondent of Notes and
Queries (4th Ser. iii. 235) says the Trifolium filiforme

is generally worn in Cork, the Trifolium, mimis also

being in demand. It has been urged that the water-

cress was the plant gathered by the saint, but this

plant has been objected to on the ground that its leaf

is not trifoliate, and could not have been used by St.

Patrick to illustrate the doctrine of the Trinity. On
the other hand, it has been argued that the story is

of modern date, and not to be found in any of the

^ By D. Moore and A. G. Moore, 1866.
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lives of that saint. ' St. Patrick's cabbage also is a

name for "London Pride," from its growing in the

West of Ireland, where the Saint lived.

Pew flowers have been more popular than the

daffodil or lent-lily, or, as it is sometimes called, the

lent-rose. There are various corruptions of this name

to be found in the West of England, such as lentils,

lent-a-lily, lents, and lent-cocks ; the last name doubt-

less referring to the custom of cock-throwing, which

was allowed in Lent, boys, in the absence of live

cocks, having thrown sticks at the flower. According

also to the old rhyme

—

" Then comes the daffodil beside

Our Lady's smock at our Lady's tide."

In Catholic countries Lent cakes were flavoured with

the herb-tansy, a plant dedicated to St. Athanasius.

In Silesia, on Mid-Lent Sunday, pine boughs, bound

with variegated paper and spangles, are carried about

by children singing songs, and are hung over the stable

doors to keep the animals from evil influences.

Palm Sunday receives its English and the greater

part of its foreign names from the old practice of

bearing palm-branches, in place of which the early

catkins of the willow or yew have been substituted,

sprigs of box being used in Brittany.

Stow, in his " Survey of London," tells us that

—

" In the weeke before Easter had ye great shows made

for the fetching in of a twisted tree or with, as they

termed it, out of the wodes into the king's house, and

the like into every man's house of honour of wor-



PLANTS AND THE CALENDAR. 221

ship." This anniversary has also been nicknamed

" Fig Sunday," from the old custom of eating figs;

while in Wales it is popularly known as " Flowering

Sunday," because persons assemble in the churchyard

and spread fresh flowers upon the graves of their

friends and relatives.

In Germany, on Palm Sunday, the palm is credited

with mystic virtues ; and if as many twigs, as there

are women of a family^ be thrown on a fire—each with

a name inscribed on it—the person whose leaf burns

soonest will be the first to die.

On Good Friday, in the ISTorth of England, an herb

pudding was formerly eaten, in which the leaves of

the passion -dock {Polygomivi iistorta) formed the

principal ingredient. In Lancashire fig-sue is made,

a mixture consisting of sliced figs, nutmeg, ale, and

bread.

Wreaths of elder are hung up in Germany after

sunset on Good Friday, as charms against lightning;

and in Swabia a twig of hazel cut on this day enables

the possessor to strike an absent person. In the

Tyrol, too, the hazel must be cut on Good Friday to

be effectual as a divining-rod. A Bohemian charm

against fleas is curious. During Holy Week a leaf of

palm must be placed behind a picture of the Virgin,

and on Easter morning taken down with this formula

:

"Depart, all animals without bones," If this rite is

observed there will be no more fleas in the house for

the remainder of the year.

Of the flowers associated with Eastertide may be
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mentioned the garden daffodil and the purple pasque

flower, another name for the anemone {Anemone Pul-

satilla), in allusion to the Passover and Paschal cere-

monies. White broom is also in request, and indeed all

white flowers are dedicated to this festival. On Easter

Day the Bavarian peasants make garlands of coltsfoot

and throw them into the fire; and in the district of

Lechrain every household brings to the sacred fire

which is lighted at Easter a walnut branch, which,

when partially burned, is laid on the hearth-fire during

tempests as a charm against lightning. In Slavonian

regions the palm is supposed to specially protect the

locality where it grows from inclement weather and

its hurtful effects ;
while, in Pomerania, the apple is

eaten against fevers.

In Bareuth young girls go at midnight on Easter

Day to a fountain silently, and taking care to escape

notice, throw into the water little willow rings with

their friends' names inscribed thereon, the person whose

ring sinks the quickest being the first to die.

In years past the milkwort {Polygala vulgaris), from

being carried in procession during Eogation Week, was

known by such names as the rogation-flower, gang-

flower, procession-flower, and cross-flower, a custom

noticed by Gerarde,who tells us how "the maidens which

use in the countries to walke the procession do make

themselves garlands and nosegaies of the milkwort."

On Ascension Day the Swiss make wreaths of the

edelweisse, hanging them over their doors and win-

dows; another plant selected for this purpose being the
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amaranth, which, like the former, is considered an

emblem of immortality.

In our own country may be mentioned the well-

dressing of Tissington, near Dovedale, in Derbyshire, the

wells in the village having for years past been most

artistically decorated with the choicest flowers.-^

Formerly, on St. George's Day (April 23), blue coats

were worn by people of fashion. Hence, the hare-

bell being in bloom, was assigned to the saint

—

" On St. George's Day, "when tlue is worn,

The blue harebells the fields adorn."

Flowers have always entered largely into the May
Day festival; and many a graphic account has been

bequeathed us of the enthusiasm with which both old

and young went " a-Maying " soon after midnight,

breaking down branches from the trees, which, deco-

rated with nosegays and garlands of flowers, were

brought home soon after sunrise and placed at the

doors and windows. Shakespeare ("Henry VIII.," v. 4),

alluding to the custom, says

—

" 'Tis as much impossible,

Unless we sweep them from the doors with cannons,

To scatter 'em, as 'tis to make 'em sleep

On May Day morning."

Accordingly, flowers were much in demand, many being

named from the month itself, as the hawthorn, known
in many places as May-bloom and May-tree, whereas

the lily of the valley is nicknamed May-lily. Again,

in Cornwall lilac is termed May-fiower, and the narrow-

^ See "Journal of the Arch. Assoc.," 1832, vii. 206.
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leaved elm, which is worn by the peasant in his hat

or button-hole, is called May. Similarly, in Germany,

we find the term May-bloom applied to such plants

as the king-cup and lily of the valley. In North

America, says the author of " Plower-lore," the podo-

phyllum is called " May-apple," and the fruit of the

Fassiflora incarnata "May-hops." The chief uses of

these May-flowers were for the garlands, the decoration

of the Maypole, and the adornment of the home

—

" To get sweet setywall (red valerian),

The honeysuckle, the harlock,

The lily, and the lady-smock,

To deck their summer hall."

But one plant was carefully avoided—the cuckoo

flower.^ As in other floral rites, the selection of

plants varies on the Continent, branches of the elder

being carried about in Savoy, and in Austrian Silesia

the Maypole is generally made of fir. According to

an Italian proverb, the universal lover is " one who

hangs every door with May."

Various plants are associated with Whitsuntide,

and according to Chaucer, in his "Eomaunt of the

Eose "

—

" Have hatte of floures fresh as May,

Chapelett of roses of Wliitsuuday,

For sich array he costeth but lite."

In Italy the festival is designated " Pasqua Eosata,"

from falling at a time when roses are in bloom, while

in Germany the peony is the Pentecost rose.

1 See " British Popular Customs."
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Herrick tells us it was formerly the practice to use

birch and spring-flowers for decorative purposes at

Whitsuntide

—

" "VVlien yew is out then birch comes in,

And May-floAvers beside,

Both of a fresh and fragrant Icinne,

To honour Whitsontide.

"

At this season, too, box-boughs were gathered to deck
the large open fire-places then in fashion, and the

guelder rose was dedicated to the festival. Certain

flower-sermons have been preached in the city at Whit-
suntide, as, for instance, that at St. James's Church,
Mitre Court, Aldgate, and another at St. Leonard's

Church, Shoreditch, known as the Fairchild Lecture.

Turning to the Continent, it is customary in Hanover
on Whit-Monday to gather the lily of the valley, and
at the close of the day there is scarcely a house with-
out a large bouquet, while in Germany the broom is

a favourite plant for decorations. In Eussia, at the
completion of Whitsuntide, young girls repair to the
banks of the l^eva and cast in wreaths of flowers in
token of their absent friends.

Certain flowers, such as the rose, lavender, woodruff",

and box were formerly in request for decking churches
on St. Barnabas' Day, the ofBciating clergy having
worn wreaths of roses. Among the allusions to the
usage may be mentioned the foUowing entries in the
churchwarden's accounts of St. Mary-at-Hill, London,
in the reigns of Edward IV. and Henry VIL :—" For
rose garlondis and woodrolf garlondis on St. Barnabe

p
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Daye, xj*^-
" " Item, for two doss (dozen ?) di bocse

(box) garlands for prestes and clerkes on St. Barnabe

Day, j'- Y*^-
" St. Barnabas' thistle {Centaurea solsti-

tialis) derived its name from flowering at the time of

the saint's festival, and we are told how

—

" Wlien St. Barnaby bright smiles night and day,

Poor ragged roMn blooms in the hay."

To Trinity Sunday belong the pansy, or herb-trinity

and trefoil, hence the latter has been used for decora-

tions on this anniversary.

In commemoration of the Eestoration of Charles II.,

oak leaves and gilded oak apples have been worn
;
oak

branches having been in past years placed over doors

and windows.

Stowe, in his " Survey of London," speaks of the

old custom of hanging up St. John's wort over the

doors of houses, along with green birch or pine, white

lilies, and other plants. The same practice has existed

very 'largely on the Continent, St. John's wort being

still regarded as an effective charm against witchcraft.

Indeed, few plants have been in greater request on

any anniversary, or been invested with such mystic

virtues. Fennel, another of the many plants dedicated

to St. John, was hung over doors and windows on his

nic^ht in England, numerous allusions to which occur

in^the literature of the past. And in connection with

this saint we are told how

—

" The scarlet lychnis, the garden's pride,

Flames at St. John the Baptist's tyde."
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Hemp was also in demand, many forms of divination
having been practised by means of its seed.

According to a belief in Iceland, the trijadent

(Sj)ircea ulmaria) will, if put under water on this day,
reveal a thief; floating if the thief be a woman, and
sinking if a man.

In the Harz, on Midsummer night, branches of the
fir-tree are decorated with flowers and coloured eggs,

around which the young people dance, singing rhymes.
The Bolognese, who regard garlic as the symbol of
abundance, buy it at the festival as a charm against
poverty during the coming year. The Bohemian,
says Mr. Conway, "thinks he can make himself
shot-proof for twenty-four hours by finding on St.
John's Day pine-cones on the top of a tree, taking
them home, and eating a single kernel on each day
that he wishes to be invulnerable." In Sicily it is

customary, on Midsummer Eve, to fell the highest

P P J s to drHi^ it through the village,
while some beat a drum. Around this poplar, says
Mr. Folkard,! " symbolising the greatest solar ascension
and the decline which follows it, the crowd dance, and
sing an appropriate refrain;" and he further mentions
that, at the commencement of the Franco-German War,
he saw sprigs of pine stuck on the railway carriages
bearing the German soldiers into France.

In East Prussia, the sap of dog-wood, absorbed in a
handkerchief, will fulfil every wish ; and a Branden-
burg remedy for fever is to lie naked under a cherry-

' Plant Lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 504.

1 •<
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tree on St. John's Day, and to shake the dew on one's

back. Elsewhere we have alluded to the flowering of

the fern on this anniversary, and there is the Bohemian

idea that its seed shines like glittering gold.

Corpus Christi Day was, in olden times, observed

with much ceremony, the churches being decorated

with roses and other choice garlands, while the streets

through which the procession passed were strewn with

flowers. In North Wales, flowers were scattered

before the door ; and a particular fern, termed Ehedyn

Mair, or Mary's fern—probably the maiden-hair—was

specially used for the purpose.

We may mention here that the daisy {Bellis ijerennis)

was formerly known as herb-Margaret or Marguerite,

and was erroneously supposed to have been named

after the virtuous St, Margaret of Antioch

—

" Maid Margarete, that was so meek and mild ;

"

whereas it, in all probability, derives its name from

St. Margaret of Cortona. According to an old legend

it is stated

—

'
' There is a douhle flouret, white and red,

That our lasses call herb-Margaret,

• In honour of Cortona's penitent,

Whose contrite soul with red remorse was rent

;

While on her penitence kind heaven did throw

The white of purity, surpassing snow ;

So white and red in this fair flower entwine,

Which maids are wont to scatter at her shi-ine."

Again, of the rainy saint, St. Swithin, we are reminded

that

—

"Against St. Swithin's hastie showers,

The lily white reigns queen of the flowers "—
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a festival around which so much curious lore has

clustered.

In former years St. Margaret's Day (July 20) was

celebrated with many curious ceremonies, and, accord-

ing to a well-known couplet in allusion to the emblem
of the vanquished dragon, which appears in most pic-

tures of St. Margaret

—

"Poppies a sanguine mantle spread
For the blood of the dragon that Margaret shed."

Archdeacon Hare says the Sweet-William, desig-

nated the "painted lady," was dedicated to Saint

WilHam (June 25), the term "sweet" being a substitu-

tion for " saint." This seems doubtful, and some would
corrupt the word " sweet " from the French ceillet, cor-

rupted to Willy, and thence to William. Mr. King,

however, considers that the small red pink (Dianthus

prolifer), found wild in the neighbourhood of Eochester,

"is perhaps the original Saint Sweet-William," for, he
adds, the word " saint " has only been dropped since

days which saw the demolition of St. William's shrine

in the cathedral. This is but a conjecture, it being

uncertain whether the masses of bright flowers which
form one of the chief attractions of old-fashioned

gardens commemorate St. William of Eochester, St.

William of York, or, likeliest perhaps of the three,

St. William of Aquitaine, the half soldier, half monk,
whose fame was so widely spread throughout the south
of Europe.

Eoses were said to fade on St. Mary Magdalene's
Day (July 20), to whom we find numerous flowers
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dedicated, such as the maudlin, a nickname of the

costmary, either in allusion to her love of scented

ointment, or to its use in uterine affections, over which

she presided as the patroness of unchaste women, and

maudlin-wort, another name for the moon-daisy. But,

as Dr. Prior remarks, it should " be observed that the

monks in the Middle Ages mixed up with the story of

the Magdalene that of another St. Mary, whose early

life was passed in a course of debauchery." A German

piece of folk-lore tells us that it is dangerous to climb

a cherry-tree on St. James's Night, as the chance of

breaking one's neck will be great, this day being held

unlucky. On this day is kept St. Christopher's anni-

versary, after whom the herb-christopher is named, a

species of aconite, according to Gerarde. But, as Dr.

Prior adds, the name is applied to many plants which

have no qualities in common, some of these being the

meadow-sweet, fleabane, osmund-fern, herb-impious,

everlasting-flower, and baneberry.

Throughout August, during the ingathering of the

harvest, a host of customs have been kept up from

time immemorial, which have been duly noticed by

Brand, while towards the close of the month we are

reminded of St. Bartholomew's Day by the gaudy sun-

flower, which has been nicknamed St. Bartholomew's

star, the term " star " having been often used " as an

emblematical representation of brilliant virtues or any

sicrn of admiration." It is, too, suggested by Arch-

deacon Hare that the filbert may owe its name to St.

Philbert, whose festival was on the 22nd August.
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The passion-flower has been termed Holy Eood

flower, and it is the ecclesiastical emblem of Holy

Cross Day, for, according to the familiar couplet

—

" The passion-flower long has blow'd

To betoken iis signs of the Holy Kood."

Then there is the Michaelmas Day, which—

•

"Among dead weeds,

Bloom for St. Michael's valorous deeds,"

and the golden star lily, termed St. Jerome's lily. On
St. Luke's Day, certain flowers, as we have already

noticed, have been in request for love divinations ; and

on the Continent the chestnut is eaten on the festival

of St. Simon, in Piedmont on All Souls' Day, and in

France on St. Martin's, when old women assemble

beneath the windows and sing a long ballad. Hallow-

e'en has its use among divinations, at which time

various plants are in request, and among the observance

of All Souls' Day was blessing the beans. It would

appear, too, that in days gone by, on the eve of All

Saints' Day, heath was specially burnt by way of a

bonfire

—

'

' On All Saints' Day bare is the place where the heath is burnt

;

The plough is in the furrow, the ox at work."

From the shape of its flower, the trumpet-flowered

wood-sorrel has been called St. Cecilia's flower, whose

festival is kept on November 22. The Nigdla damas-

cena, popularly known as love-in-a-mist, was designated

St. Catherine's flower, " from its persistent styles," writes

Dr. Prior,^ " resembling the spokes of her wheel." There

* "Popular Names of British Plants," 1879, p. 204.
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was also the Catherine-pear, to which Gay alludes in

his "Pastorals," where Sparabella, on comparing her-

self with her rival, says

—

" Her wan complexion's like the withered leek,

"While Catherine-pears adorn my ruddy cheek."

Herb-Barbara, or St. Barbara's cress {Barbarea vulgaris),

was so called from growing and being eaten about the

time of her festival (December 4).

Coming to Christmas, some of the principal ever-

greens used in this country for decorative purposes are

the ivy, laurel, bay, arbor vitae, rosemary, and holly;

mistletoe, on account of its connection with Druidic

rites, having been excluded from churches. Speaking

of the holly, Mr. Conway remarks that " it was to the

ancient races of the north a sign of the life which pre-

served nature through the desolation of winter, and

was gathered into pagan temples to comfort the sylvan

spirits during the general death." He further adds

that " it is a singular fact that it is used by the wildest

Indians of the Pacific coast in their ceremonies of

purification. The ashen-faggot was in request for the

Christmas fire, the ceremonies relating to which are

well known.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

CHILDREN'S RHYMES AND GAMES.

Children are more or less observers of nature, and

frequently far more so than their elders. This, perhaps,

is in a great measure to be accounted for from the

fact that childhood is naturally inquisitive, and fond

of having explained whatever seems in any way
mysterious. Such especially is the case in the works

of nature, and in a country ramble with children their

little voices are generally busy inquiring why this

bird does this, or that plant grows in such a way—

a

variety of questions, indeed, which unmistakably prove

that the young mind instinctively seeks after know-
ledge. Hence, we find that the works of nature enter

largely into children's pastimes ; a few specimens of

their rhymes and games associated with plants we
quote below.

In Lincolnshire, the butter-bur (Feiasites vulgaris)

is nicknamed bog-horns, because the children use the

hollow stalks as horns or trumpets, and the young
leaves and shoots of the common hawthorn {Cratcegus

oxyacantha), from being commonly eaten by children

in spring, are known as " bread and cheese
;

" while
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the ladies-smock (Cardamine pratensis) is termed

" bread and milk," from the custom, it has been

suggested, of country people having bread and milk

for breakfast about the season when the flower first

comes in. In the North of England this plant is

known as cuckoo-spit, because almost every flower

stem has deposited upon it a frothy patch not unlike

human saliva, in which is enveloped a pale green

insect. Few north-country children will gather these

flowers, believing that it is unlucky to do so, adding

that the cuckoo has spit upon it when flying over.^

The fruits of the mallow are popularly termed by

children cheeses, in allusion to which Clare writes

—

" The sitting down when school was o'er,

Upon the threshold of the door,

Picking from mallows, sport to please,

The crumpled seed we call a cheese."

A Buckinghamshire name with children for the

deadly nightshade (Atropa belladonna) is the naughty-

man's cherry, an illustration of which we may quote

from Curtis's "Flora Londinensis :

"—
" On Keep Hill,

near High Wycombe, where we observed it, there

chanced to be a little boy. I asked him if he knew

the plant. He answered ' Yes ; it was naughty-man's

cherries.' " In the North of England the broad-dock

(Bicmex oUusifolnis), when in seed, is known by chil-

dren as curly-cows, who milk it by drawing the

stalks through their fingers. Again, in the same

1 Journal of Ilortkullure, 1876, p. 355.
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locality, children speaking of the dead-man's thumb,

one of the popular names of the Orchis mascula, tell

one another with mysterious awe that the root was

once the thumb of some unburied murderer. In one

of the " Eoxburghe Ballads " the phrase is referred

to

—

" Then round the meadows did she walke,

Catching each flower by the stalke,

Suche as within the meadows grew,

As dead-man's thumbs and harebell blue."

It is to this plant that Shakespeare doubtless alludes

in " Hamlet " (Act iv. sc. 7), where

—

" Long purples

That liberal shepherds give a grosser name,

But our cold maids do dead-men's fingers call them."

In the south of Scotland, the name " doudle," says

Jamieson, is applied to the root of the common reed-

grass {Phragmites communis), which is found, partially

decayed, in morasses, and of " which the children in

the south of Scotland make a sort of musical instru-

ment, similar to the oaten pipes of the ancients." In

Yorkshire, the water-scrophularia {Scro'phularia aqiia-

tica), is in children's language known as " fiddle-wood,"

so called because the stems are by children stripped

of their leaves, and scraped across each other fiddler-

fashion, when they produce a squeaking sound. This

juvenile music is the source of infinite amusement
among children, and is carried on by them with much
enthusiasm in their games. Likewise, the spear-thistle

(Carduus lanceolatus) is designated Marian in Scot-
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land, while children blow the pappus from the recep-

tacle, saying

—

" Marian, Marian, -what's the time of day,

One o'clock, two o'clock—it's time we were away."

In Cheshire, when children first see the heads of

the ribwort plantain {Plantago lanceolata) in spring,

they repeat the following rhyme

—

" Chimney sweeper all in black.

Go to the brook and wash your back.

Wash it clean, or wash it none ;

Chimney sweeper, have you done ?
"—

being in all probability a mode of divination for in-

suring good luck. Another name for the same plant

is "cocks," from children fighting the flower-stems

one against another.

The common hazel-nut (Corylus avellana) is fre^-

quently nicknamed the " cob-nut," and was so called

from being used in an old game played by children.

An old name for the devil's-bit (Scahiosa succisa), in

the northern counties, and in Scotland, is " curl-doddy,"

from the resemblance of the head of flowers to the

curly pate of a boy, this nickname being often used

by children who thus address the plant

—

" Curly-doddy, do my biddin',

Soop my house, and shoal my widden'."

In Ireland, children twist the stalk, and as it slowly

untwists in the hand, thus address it

—

" Curl-doddy on the midden,

Turn round an' take my biddin'."
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In Cumberland, the Primula farinosa, commonly

known as bird's-eye, is called by children " bird-een.".

" The lockety-gowan and bonny bird-een

Are the fairest ilowers that ever Avere seen."

And in many places the Leontodon taraxacum is

designated " blow-ball," because children blow the

ripe fruit from the receptacle to tell the time of day

and for various purposes of divination. Thus in the

" Sad Shepherd," page 8, it is said

—

" Her treading would not bend a blade of grass,

Or shake the downy blow-ball from his stalk."

In Scotland, one of the popular names of the

Angelica sylvestris is " aik-skeiters," or " hear-skeiters,"

because children shoot oats through the hollow stems,

as peas are shot through a pea-shooter. Then there

is the goose-grass {Galium aparine), variously called

goose-bill, beggar's -lice, scratch-weed, and which has

been designated blind-tongue, because " children with

the leaves practise phlebotomy upon the tongue of those

playmates who are simple enough to endure it," a

custom once very general in Scotland.-^

The catkins of the willow are in some counties

known as "goslings," or " goslins,"—children, says

HaUiwell,^ sometimes playing with them by putting

them in the fire and singeing them brown, repeating

verses at the same time. One of the names of the

heath-pea {Lathyrus macrorr/dzus) is liquory-knots, and
school-boys in Berwickshire so call them, for when

^ Johnston's "Botany of Eastern Borders."
' "Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Words."
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dried their taste is not unlike that of the real liquorice.^

Asain, a children's name of common henbane {Hyos-

cyamus niger) is " loaves of bread," an allusion to which

is made by Clare in his " Shepherd's Calendar "

—

" Hunting from the stack-j'ard sod

The stinking henbane's belted pod,

By youth's warm fancies sweetly led

To christen them his loaves of bread."

A Worcestershire name for a horse-chestnut is the

"oblionker tree." According to a correspondent of

Notes and Queries (5th Ser. x. 177), in the autumn,

when the chestnuts are falling from their trunks, boys

thread them on string and play a "cob-nut" game

with them. When the striker is taking aim, and pre-

paring for a shot at his adversary's nut, he says

—

" Oblionker

!

My first conker (conquer),"

the word oblionker apparently being a meaningless

invention to rhyme with the word conquer, which has

by degrees become applied to the fruit itself.

The wall peniterry (Farietaria officinalis) is known

in Ireland as " peniterry," and is thus described in

« S'ather Connell, by the O'Hara Family" (chap, xii.):

—

"A weed called, locally at least, peniterry, to which

the suddenly terrified [schoolboy] idler might run in

his need, grasping it hard and threateningly, and repeat-

ing the following ' words of power '

—

' Peniterry, peniterry, that grows by the wall,

Save me from a whipping, or I'll pull you roots and all.'

"

1 Johnston's " Botany of Eastern Borders," p. 57.



CHILDREN'S RHYMES AND GAMES. 239

Johnston, who has noticed so many odd supersti-

tions, tells us that the tuberous ground-nut (Bunium
Jlexiwsum), which has various nicknames, such as

" lousy," " loozie," or " lucie arnut," is dug up by

children who eat the roots, "but they are hindered

from indulging to excess by a cherished belief that

the luxury tends to generate vermin in the head." ^

An old rhyme often in years past used by country

children when the daffodils made their annual appear-

ance in early spring, was as follows

—

" DafiF-a-down-dill

Has now come to town,

In a yellow petticoat

And a green gown."

A name for the shepherd's purse is " mother's-heart,"

and in the eastern Border district, says Johnston, chil-

dren have a sort of game with the seed-pouch. They
hold it out to their companions, inviting them to

"take a baud 0' that." It immediately cracks, and
then follows a triumphant shout, " You've broken your
mother's heart." In Northamptonshire, children pick

the leaves of the herb called pick-folly, one by one,

repeating each time the words, " Eich man, poor man,
beggar-man, thief," &c., fancying that the one which
comes to be named at the last plucking will prove
the conditions of their future partners. Variations of

this custom exist elsewhere, and a correspondent of

"Science Gossip" (1876, xi. 94) writes:—"I re-

member when at school at Birmingham that my play-

^ " Botany of Eastern Borders," p. 85.
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mates manifested a very great repugnance to this plant.

Very few of them would touch it, and it was known to

us by the two bad names, " haughty-man's plaything,"

and " pick your mother's heart out." In Hanover, as

well as in the Swiss canton of St. Gall, the same plant

is offered to uninitiated persons with a request to pluck

one of the pods. Should he do so the others exclaim,

" You have stolen a purse of gold from your father and

mother." " It is interesting to find," writes Mr. Britten

in the " Folk-lore Eecord " (i. i 5 9),
" that a common

tropical weed, Ageratum conyzoides, is employed by chil-

dren in Venezuela in a very similar manner."

The compilers of the " Dictionary of Plant Names "

consider that the double (garden) form of Saxifraga

granulata, designated " pretty maids," may be referred

to in the old nursery rhyme

—

" Mary, Mary, quite contrary,

How does your garden grow ?

Cockle-shells, and silver bells.

And pretty maids all in a row."

The old-man's-beard, {Clematis vitalba) is in many

places popularly known as smoke-wood, because " our

village-boys smoke pieces of the wood as they do of

rattan cane ;
hence, it is sometimes called smoke-wood,

and smoking-cane."
^

The children of Galloway play at hide-and-seek with

a little black-topped flower which is known by them

as the Davie-drap, meantime repeating the following

rhyme

—

1 "English Botany," ed. I, iii. p. 3.
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" Within the bounds of this I hap
My black and bonuie Davie-drap :

Wha is he, the cunning ane,

To me niy Davie-drap will fin' ?

"

This plant, it has been suggested/ being the cuckoo

grass (Luzula campestris), which so often figures in

children's games and rhymes.

Once more, there are numerous games played by
children in which certain flowers are introduced, as in

the following, known as " the three flowers," played in

Scotland, and thus described in Chambers's " Popular
Ehymes," p. 127 :

" A group of lads and lasses being

assembled round the fire, two leave the party and con-

sult together as to the names of three others, young
men or girls, whom they designate as the red rose,

the pink, and the gillyflower. The two young men
then return, and having selected a member of the

fairer group, they say to her

—

' My mistress sent me unto tliiue,

Wi' three young flowers baith fair and fine—
The pink, the rose, and the gillyflower.

And as they here do stand,

Whilk will ye sink, whilk will ye swim,
And whilk bring hame to land ?

'

The maiden must choose one of the flowers named, on
which she passes some approving epithet, adding, at

the same time, a disapproving rejection of the other
two, as in the following terms: 'I will sink the
pink, swim the rose, and bring hame the gillyflower

to land.' The young men then disclose the names of

1 "Dictionary of Plant Names" (Britten and Holland), p. 145.

Q
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the parties upon whom they had fixed those appella-

tions respectively, when it may chance she has slighted

the person to whom she is most attached, and contrari-

wise." Games of this kind are very varied, and still

afford many an evening's amusement among the young

people of our country villages during the winter

evenings.
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CHAPTEE XIX.

SACRED PLANTS.
[

Closely allied with plant-worship is the sacred and
superstitious reverence which, from time immemorial,
has been paid by various communities to certain trees

and plants.

In many cases this sanctity originated in the olden

heathen mythology, when " every flower was the em-
blem of a god

;
every tree the abode of a nymph."

From their association, too, with certain events, plants

frequently acquired a sacred character, and occasionally

their specific virtues enhanced their veneration. In
short, the large number of sacred plants found in dif-

ferent countries must be attributed to a variety of causes,

illustrations of which are given in the present chapter.

Thus going back to mythological times, it may be
noticed that trees into which persons were metamor-
phosed became sacred. The laurel was sacred to

Apollo in memory of Daphne, into which tree she was
changed when escaping from his advances

—

" Because thou canst not be
My mistress, I espouse thee for my tree

;

Be thou the prize of honour and renown,
The deathless poet and the poet's crown

; ;

Thou shalt the Roman festivals adorn,
And, after poets, he by victors won."
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But it is unnecessary to give further instances of such

familiar stories, of which early history is full. At the

same time it is noteworthy that many of these plants

which acquired a sanctity from heathen mythology

still retain their sacred character—a fact which has

invested them with various superstitions, in addition

to having caused them to be selected for ceremonial

usage and homage in modern times. Thus the pine,

with its mythical origin and heathen associations, is

an important tree on the Continent, being surrounded

with a host of legends, most of which, in one shape

or another, are relics of early forms of belief. The

sacred character of the oak still survives in modern

folk-lore, and a host of flowers which grace our fields

and hedges have sacred associations from their con-

nection with the heathen gods of old. Thus the

anemone, poppy, and violet were dedicated to Venus
;

and to Diana " all flowers growing in untrodden dells

and shady nooks, uncontaminated by the tread of man,

more especially belonged." The narcissus and maiden-

hair were sacred to Proserpina, and the willow to

Ceres. The pink is Jove's flower, and of the flowers

assigned to Juno may be mentioned the lily, crocus,

and asphodel.

Passing on to other countries, we find among the

plants most conspicuous for their sacred character the

well-known lotus of the East {NekcmUum specioswm),

around which so many traditions and mythological

legends have clustered. According to a Hindu legend,

from its blossom Brahma came forth

—
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" A form Cerulean fluttered o'er the deep
; ]

Brinjhtest of beings, greatest of the great,

Who, not as mortals steep

Their eyes iu dewy sleep,

But heavenly pensive on the lotus laj',

That blossom'd at his touch, and shed a golden ray.

Hail, primal blossom ! hail, empyreal gem.

Kernel, or Pedma,' or whate'er high name
Delight thee, say. What four-formed godhead came,

With graceful stole aud beamy diadem,

Forth from thy verdant stem." ^

Buddha, too, whose symbol is the lotus, is said to

have first appeared floating on this mystic flower, and,

indeed, it would seem that many of the Eastern deities

were fond of resting on its leaves ; while in China, the

god Pazza is generally represented as occupying this

position. Hence the lotus has long been an object of

worship, and as a sacred plant holds a most distin-

guished place, for it is the flower of the

" Old Hindu mythologies, wherein

The lotus, attribute of Ganga—embling
The world's gi-eat reproductive power—was held

. In veneration."

"We may mention here that the lotus, known also

as the sacred bean of Egypt, and the rose-lily of the

Nile, as far back as four thousand years ago was held

in high sanctity by the Egyptian priests, still retain-

ing its sacred character in China, Japan, and Asiatic

Piussia.

Another famous sacred plant is the soma or moon-
plant of India, the Asdepias acida, a climbing plant

' Sanscrit for lotus.

^ Hindu poem, translated by Sir William Jones.
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vcith. milky juice, which Windischmann has identified

with the " tree of life which grew in paradise." Its

milk juice was said to confer immortality, the plant

itself never decaying ; and in a hymn in the Eig Veda

the soma sacrifice is thus described :

—

" We've quaffed the soma bright

Aud are immortal grown,

We've entered into light

And all the gods have known.

What mortal can now harm,

Or foeman vex ns more?

Through thee heyond alarm,

Immortal God ! we soar."

Then there is the peepul or bo-tree {Ficus religiosa),

which is held in high veneration by the followers of

Buddha, in the vicinity of whose temples it is gene-

rally planted. One of these trees in Ceylon is said to

be of very great antiquity, and according to Sir J. E.

Tennant, " to it kings have even dedicated their domi-

nions in testimony of their belief that it is a branch

of the identical fig-tree under which Gotama Buddha

reclined when he underwent his apotheosis." The

peepul-tree is highly venerated in Java, and by the

Buddhists of Thibet is known as the bridge of safety,

over which mortals pass from the shores of this world

to those of the unseen one beyond. Occasionally con-

founded with this peepul is the banyan (Ficus indica),

which is another sacred tree of the Indians. Under

its shade Vishnu is said to have been born
;
and by the

Chinese, Buddha is represented as sitting beneath its

leaves to receive the homage of the god Brahma.

Another sacred tree is the deodar {Cedrus dcodara), a
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species of cedar, being the Devadara, or tree-god of the

Shastras, which in so many of the ancient Hindu hymns
is depicted as the symbol of power and majesty.-^ The

aroka, or Saraca indica, is said to preserve chastity, and is

dedicated to Kama, the Indian god of love, while with

the negroes of Senegambia the baobab-tree is an object of

worship. In Borneo the nipa-palm is held in venera-

tion, and the Mexican Indians have their moriche-palm

(Mauritia Jlexuosa). The Tamarindus Indica is in

Ceylon dedicated to Siva, the god of destruction ; and

in Thibet, the jambu or rose-apple is believed to be

the representative of the divine amarita-tree which

bears ambrosia.

The pomegranate, with its mystic origin and early

sacred associations, was long reverenced by the Persians

and Jews, an old tradition having identified it as the

forbidden fruit given by Eve to Adam. Again, as a

sacred plant the basH has from time immemorial been

held in high repute by the Hindus, having been sacred

to Vishnu. Indeed it is worshipped as a deity itself,

and is invoked as the goddess Tulasi for the protection

of the human frame. It is further said that " the

heart of Vishnu, the husband of the Tulasi, is agitated

and tormented whenever the least sprig is broken of a

plant of Tulasi, his wife."

Among further flowers holding a sacred character

may be mentioned the henna, the Egyptian privet

(Lawsonia alba), the flower of paradise, which was pro-

nounced by Mahomet as " chief of the flowers of this

^ " Flower-lore," p. 118.
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world and the next," the wormwood having been dedi-

cated to the goddess Iris. By the aborigines of the

Canary Islands, the dragon-tree {Draccena draco) of

Orotava was an object of sacred reverence;^ and in

Burmah at the present day the eugenia is held sacred.^

It has been remarked that the life of Christ may

be said to fling its shadow over the whole vegetable

world.^ "From this time the trees and the flowers

which had been associated with heathen rites and

deities, began to be connected with holier names, and

not unfrequently with the events of the crucifixion

itself." Thus, upon the Virgin Mary a wealth of

flowers was lavished, all white ones, having been

"considered typical of her purity and holiness, and

consecrated to her festivals." * Indeed, not only "were

the finer flowers wrested from the classic Juno and

Diana, and from the Freyja and Bertha of northern

lands given to her, but lovely buds of every hue were

laid upon her shrines."^ One species, for instance,

of the maiden-hair fern, known also as " Our Lady's

hair," is designated in Iceland " Freyja's hair," and the

rose, often styled " Frau rose," or " Mother rose," the

favourite flower of Hulda, was transferred to the

Virgin. On the other hand, many plants bearing

the name of Our Lady, were, writes Mr. Folkard, in

Puritan times, " replaced by the name of Venus, thus

recurring to the ancient nomenclature ;
' Our Lady's

1 Tolkard's "Plant Legends," p. 245.

2 " Flower-lore," p. I20.

3 Quarterly Review, cxiv. 231.

* "Flower-lore," p. 2. ^ Hid.
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comb ' becoming ' Venus's comb.' " But the two flowers

which were specially connected with the Virgin were

the lily and the rose. Accordingly, in Italian art,

a vase of lilies stands by the Virgin's side, with three

flowers crowning three green stems. The flower is

generally the large white lily of our gardens, "the

pure white petals signifying her spotless body, and

the golden anthers within typifying her soul spark-

ling with divine light." ^ The rose, both red and
white, appears at an early period as an emblem of the

Virgin, "and was specially so recognised by St. Dominic
when he instituted the devotion of the rosary, with

direct reference to her." ^ Among other flowers con-

nected with the Virgin Mary may be mentioned the

flowering-rod, according to which Joseph was chosen

for her husband, because his rod budded into flower,

and a dove settled upon the top of it. In Tuscany a

similar legend is attached to the oleander, and else-

where the white campanula has been known as the

"little staff of St. Joseph," while a German name for

the white double daffodill is " Joseph's staff."

Then there is " Our Lady's bed-straw," which filled

the manger on which the infant Jesus was laid ; while
of the plant said to have formed the Virgin's bed
may be mentioned the thyme, woodroof, and groundsel.

The white-spotted green leaves of " Our Lady's thistle
"

were caused by some drops of her milk falling upon
them, and in Cheshire we find the same idea con-

nected with the pulraonaria or " lady's milk sile," the

^ Quarterly Review, cxiv. 235. = Hid., p. 239.
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word " sile " being a provincialism for " soil," or " stain."

A German tradition makes the common fern {Poly-

podium vulgare) to have sprung from the Virgin's milk.

Numerous flowers have been identified with her

dress, such as the marigold, termed by Shakespeare

" Mary-bud," which she wore in her bosom. The

cuckoo-flower of our meadows is " Our Lady's smock,"

which Shakespeare refers to in those charming lines

in "Love's Labour's Lost," where

—

" Wlien daisies pied and violets blue,

And lady's smocks all silver white,

And cuckoo-buds of yellow hue

Do paint the meadows Avith delight,

The cuckoo then on every tree

Mocks married men, for thus sings he,

Cuckoo."

And one of the finest of our orchids is " Our Lady's

slipper." The ribbon grass is "Our Lady's garters,"

and the dodder supplies her " laces." In the same

way many flowers have been associated with the Virgin

herself. Thus, there is " Our Lady's tresses," and a

popular name for the maiden-hair fern and quaking-

grass is " Virgin's hair." The lilies of the valley are

her tears, and a German nickname for the lungwort is

" Our Lady's milk-wort." The Antliyllis vulneraria

is " Our Lady's fingers," and the kidney-wort has been

designated "lady's navel." Certain orchids, from the

peculiar form of their hand-shaped roots, have been

popularly termed " Our Lady's hands," a name given

in France to the dead-nettle.

Of the many other plants dedicated to the Virgin
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may be mentioned the snowdrop, popularly known as

the "fair maid of February," opening its floweret at

the time of Candlemas. According to an old monkish

tradition it blooms at this time, in memory of the

Virgin having taken the child Jesus to the temple,

and there presented her offering. A further reason

for the snowdrop's association with the Virgin origin-

ated in the custom of removing her image from the

altar on the day of the Purification, and strewing

over the vacant place with these emblems of purity.

The bleeding nun (Cyclamen europceum) was con-

secrated to the Virgin, and in France the spearmint

is termed " Our Lady's mint." In Germany the cost-

mary (Costaminta vulgaris) is " Our Lady's balsam,"

the white-flowered wormwood the " smock of our Lady,"

and in olden days the iris or fleur-de-lis was held

peculiarly sacred.

The little pink is "lady's cushion," and the campanula

is her looking-glass. Then there is " Our Lady's comb,"

with its long, fragile seed-vessels resembling the teeth

of a comb, while the cowslip is " Our Lady's bunch of

keys." In France, the digitalis supplies her with gloves,

and in days gone by the Convallaria polygonatum was

the " Lady's seal." According to some old writers, the

black briony went by this name, and Hare gives this

explanation :
—

" ' Our Lady's seal ' (Sigillum marice) is

among the names of the black briony, owing to the

great efficacy of its roots when spread in a plaster and
applied as it were to heal up a scar or bruise." Formerly

a species of primula was known as " lady's candlestick,"



252 THE FOLK-LORE OF PLANTS.

and a Wiltshire nickname for the common convolvulus

is "lady's nightcap," Canterbury bells in some places

supplying this need. The harebell is " lady's thimble,"

and the plant which affords her a mantle is the Alche-

milla vulcjaris, with its grey-green leaf covered with

a soft silky hair. This is the Maria Stakker of Iceland,

which when placed under the pillow produces sleep.

Once more, the strawberry is one of the fruits that

has been dedicated to her ; and a species of nut, popu-

larly known as the molluka bean, is in many parts

called the " Virgin Mary's nut," The cherry-tree, too,

has long been consecrated to the Virgin from the fol-

lowing tradition :—Being desirous one day of refreshing

herself with some cherries which she saw hanging upon

a tree, she requested Joseph to gather some for her.

But he hesitated, and mockingly said, " Let the father

of thy child present them to you." But these words

had been no sooner uttered than the branch of the

cherry-tree inclined itself of its own accord to the

Virgin's hand. There are many other plants associ-

ated in one way or another with the Virgin, but the

instances already given are representative of this wide

subject. In connection, too, with her various festivals,

we find numerous plants ; and as the author of

" Flower-lore " remarks, " to the Madonna were as-

signed the white iris, blossoming almond-tree, narcissus,

and white lily, all appropriate to the Annunciation."

The flowers appropriate to the " Visitation of Our Lady "

were, in addition to the lily, roses red and white, while

to the " Feast of Assumption " is assigned the " Virgin's
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bower," " worthy to be so called," writes Gerarde, " by

reason of the goodly shadow which tlie branches make
with their thick bushing and climbing, as also for the

beauty of the flowers, and the pleasant scent and

savour of the same."

Many plants have been associated with St. John

the Baptist, from his having been the forerunner of

Christ. Thus, the common plant which bears his

name, St. John's wort, is marked with blood-like spots,

known as the " blood of St. John," makmg their appear-

ance on the day he was beheaded. The scarlet lychnis,

popularly nicknamed the " great candlestick," was com-

monly said to be lighted up for his day. The carob

tree has been designated "St. John's bread," from a

tradition that it supplied him with food in the wilder-

ness ; and currants, from beginning to ripen at this

time, have been nicknamed " berries of St. John."

The artemisia was in Germany " St. John's girdle," and
in Sicily was applied to his beard.

In connection with Christ's birth it may be noted

that the early painters represent the Angel Gabriel

with either a sceptre or spray of the olive tree, while

in the later period of Italian art he has in his hand a

branch of white lilies.^ The star which pointed out

the place of His birth has long been immortalised by
the Ornithogalum umMlatum, or Star of Bethlehem,
which has been thought to resemble the pictures de-

scriptive of it ; in France there is a pretty legend of

the rose-coloured sainfoin. When the infant Jesus

1 "Flower-lore."
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was lying in the manger the plant was found among

the grass and herbs which composed his bed. But

suddenly it opened its pretty blossom, that it might

form a wreath around His head. On this account it

has been held in high repute. Hence the practice in

Italy of decking mangers at Christmas time with moss,

sow-thistle, cypress, and holly
.'^

Near the city of On there was shown for many

centuries the sacred fig-tree, under which the Holy

Family rested during their " Flight into Egypt," and

a Bavarian tradition makes the tree under which they

found shelter a hazel. A German legend, on the other

hand, informs us that as they took their flight they

came into a thickly-wooded forest, when, on their

approach, all the trees, with the exception of the aspen,

paid reverential homage. The disrespectful arrogance

of the aspen, however, did not escape the notice of the

Holy Child, who thereupon pronounced a curse against

it, whereupon its leaves began to tremble, and have

done so ever since :

—

" Once as our Saviour walked witli men below,

His path of mercy through a forest lay

;

And mark how all the drooping hranclies show

What homage best a silent tree may pay.

Only the aspen stood erect and free,

Scorning to join the voiceless worship pure,

But see ! He cast one look upon the tree,

Struck to the heart she trembles evermore."

The "rose of Jericho" has long been regarded with

special reverence, having first blossomed at Christ's

1 Folkard's " Plant Legends," p. 44.
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birth, closed at His crucifixion, and opened again at

the resurrection. At the flight into Egypt it is re-

ported to have sprung up to mark the footsteps of the

sacred family, and was consequently designated Mary's
rose. The pine protected them from Herod's soldiers,

while the juniper opened its branches and offered a

welcome shelter, although it afterwards, says an old

legend, furnished the wood for the cross.

But some trees were not so thoughtful, for "the
brooms and the chick-peas rustled and crackled, and
the flax bristled up." According to another old legend
we are informed that by the fountain where the Virgin
Mary washed the swaddling-clothes of her sacred

infant, beautiful bushes sprang up in memory of the
event. Among the many further legends connected
with the Virgin may be mentioned the following con-

nected with her death:—The story runs that she was
extremely anxious to see her Son again, and that whilst
weeping, an angel appeared, and said, " Hail, 0 Mary

!

I bring thee here a branch of palm, gathered in
paradise

; command that it be carried before thy bier
in the day of thy death, for in three days thy soul
shaU leave thy body, and thou shalt enter into paradise,
where thy Son awaits thy coming." The angel then
departed, but the palm-branch shed a light from every
leaf, and the apostles, although scattered in different
parts of the world, were miraculously caught up and
set down at the Virgin's door. The sacred palm-branch
she then assigned to the care of St. John, who carried
it before her bier at the time of her burial.

^ Folkard's " Plant Legends," p. 395.
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The trees and flowers associated with the crucifixion

are widely represented, and have given rise to many a

pretty legend. Several plants are said to owe their

dark-stained blossoms to the blood-drops which trickled

from the cross
;
amongst these being the wood- sorrel,

the spotted persicaria, the arum, the purple orchis, which

is known in Cheshire as " Gethsemane," and the red

anemone, which has been termed the " blood-drops of

Christ." A Flemish legend, too, accounts in the same

way for the crimson-spotted leaves of the rood-selken.

The plant which has gained the unenviable notoriety

of supplying the crown of thorns has been variously

stated as the boxthorn, the bramble, the buckthorns,^

and barberry, while Mr. Conway quotes an old tra-

dition, which tells how the drops of blood that fell

from the crown of thorns, composed of the rose-briar,

fell to the ground and blossomed to roses.^ Some

again maintain that the wild hyssop was employed,

and one plant which was specially signalled out in

olden times is the auberpine or white-thorn. In

Germany holly is Christ-thorn, and according to an

Eastern tradition it was the prickly rush, but as Mr.

King^ remarks, "the belief of the East has been

tolerably constant to what was possibly the real plant

employed, the nabk {Zizyphus spina- Cliristi), a species

of buckthorn." The negroes of the West Indies say

that " a branch of the cashew tree was used, and that

in consequence one of the bright golden petals of the

flower became black and blood-stained."

1 " riower-lore," p. 13.
" Frascr's Magazine, 1S70, p. 714.

3 " Flower-lore," p. 14.
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Then again, according to a Swedish legend, the

dwarf birch tree afforded the rod with which Christ

was scourged, which accounts for its stunted appearance
;

while another legend tells us it was the willow with its

drooping branches. Eubens, together with the earlier

Italian painters, depict the reed-mace^ or bulrush {Typha
latifolia) as the rod given to Him to carry ; a plant

still put by Catholics into the hands of statues of

Christ. But in Poland, where the plant is difficult to

procure, " the flower-stalk of the leek is substituted."

The mournful tree which formed the wood of the

cross has always been a disputed question, and given
rise to a host of curious legends. According to Sir

John Maundeville, it was composed of cedar, cypress,

palm, and olive, while some have instituted in the place

of the two latter the pine and the box; the notion

being that those four woods represented the four

quarters of the globe. Foremost amongst the other

trees to which this distinction has been assigned, are

the aspen, poplar, oak, elder, and mistletoe. Hence is

explained the gloomy shivering of the aspen leaf, the

trembling of the poplar, and the popular antipathy to

utilising elder twigs for fagots. But it is probable
that the respect paid to the elder " has its roots in
the old heathenism of the north," and to this day, in

Denmark, it is said to be protected by " a being called

the elder-mother," so that it is not safe to damage it

in any way.^ The mistletoe, which exists now as a

^ " Flower-lore," ji. 14.

Quaiterli/ Review, cxiv. 233; " Flower-lore," p. 15.

It
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mere parasite, was before the crucifixion a fine forest

tree ; its present condition being a lasting monument

of the disgrace it incurred through its ignominious use.^

A further legend informs us that when the Jews were

in search of wood for the cross, every tree, with the

exception of the oak, split itself to avoid being dese-

crated. On this account, Grecian woodcutters avoid

the oak, regarding it as an accursed tree.

The bright blue blossoms of the speedwell, which

enliven our wayside hedges in spring-time, are said

to display in their markings a representation of the

kerchief of St. Veronica, imprinted with the features

of Christ.^ According to an old tradition, when our

Lord was on His way to Calvary, bearing His Cross,

He happened to pass by the door of Veronica, who,

beholding the drops of agony on His brow, wiped His

face with a kerchief or napkin. The sacred features,

however, remained impressed upon the linen, and from

the fancied resemblance of the blossom of the speed-

well to this hallowed relic, the plant was named

Veronica.

A plant closely connected by tradition with the

crucifixion is the passion-flower. As soon as the

early Spanish settlers in South America first glanced

on it, they fancied they had discovered not only a

marvellous symbol of Christ's passion, but received

an assurance of the ultimate triumph of Christianity.

Jacomo Bosio, who obtained his knowledge of it from

1 See Baring-Gould's " Myths of the Mi4dle 4-ges."

2 "Flower-lore," p. 12.
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certain Mexican Jesuits, speaks of it as " the flower of

the five wounds," and has given a very minute descrip-

tion of it, showing how exactly every part is a picture

of the mysteries of the Passion. " It would seem," he
adds, " as if the Creator of the world had chosen it to

represent the principal emblems of His Son's Passion

;

so that in due season it might assist, when its marvels

should be explained to them, in the condition of the

heathen people, in whose country it grew." In Brit-

tany, vervain is popularly termed the "herb of the

cross," and when gathered with a certain formula is

efBcacious in curing wounds.^

In legendary lore, much uncertainty exists as to the

tree on which Judas hanged himself. According to

Sir John Maundeville, there it stood in the vicinity

of Mount Sion, " the tree of eldre, that Judas henge
himself upon, for despeyr," a legend which has been
popularly received. Shakespeare, in his "Love's
Labour's Lost," says " Judas was hanged on an elder,"

and the story is further alluded to in Piers Plowman's
vision

—

" Judas, he japed

With Jewen silver,

And sithen on an eller,

Hanged himselve."

Gerarde makes it the wild carob, a tree which, as already
stated, was formerly known as "St. John's bread," from a
popular belief that the Baptist fed upon it while in the
wilderness.2 A Sicilian tradition identifies the tree as
a tamarisk, and a Eussian proverb, in allusion to the

^ See chapter on rdk-Medicine. = See p. 25".
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aspen, tells us " there is an accursed tree which trembles

without even a breath of wind." The fig, also, has

been mentioned as the ill-fated tree, and some traditions

have gone so far as to say that it was the very same

one as was cursed by our Lord.

As might be expected, numerous plants have become

interwoven with the lives of the saints, a subject on

which many works have been written. Hence it is

unnecessary to do more than briefly note some of the

more important items of sacred lore which have been

embodied in many of the early Christian legends.

The yellow rattle has been assigned to St. Peter, and

the Primula veris, from its resemblance to a bunch of

keys, is St. Peter's wort. Many flowers, too, from

the time of their blossoming, have been dedicated to

certain saints, as the square St. John's wort {Eypericum

quadrangulare), which is also known as St. Peter's

wort ; while in Germany wall-barley is termed Peter's

corn. Of the many legends connected with the cherry

we are reminded that on one occasion Christ gave one

to St. Peter, at the same time reminding him not to

despise little things.

St. James is associated with several plants—the

St. James' wort {Senecio Jacohcea), either from its

having been much used for the diseases of horses,

of which the saint was the patron, or owing to its

blossoming on his festival. The same name was

applied to the shepherd's purse and the rag-weed.

Incidentally, too, in our chapter on the calendar we

have alluded to many flowers associated with the



SACRED PLANTS. 261

saints, and spoken of the customs observed in their

honour.

Similarly the later saints had particular flowers

dedicated to their memory; and, indeed, a complete

catalogue of flowers has been compiled—one for each

day in the year—the flower in many cases having

been selected because it flowered on the festival of

that saint. Thus the common bean was dedicated to

St. Ignatius, and the blue hyacinth to St. Dorothy,

while to St. Hilary the barren strawberry has been

assigned. St. Anne is associated with the camomile,

and St. Margaret with the Virginian dragon's head.

Then there is St. Anthony's turnips and St. Barbara's

cress—the "Saints' Floral Directory," in "Hone's
Every-Day Book," giving a fuller and more extensive

list. But the illustrations we have already given are

sufficient to show how fully the names of the saints

have been perpetuated by so many of our well-

known plants not only being dedicated to, but named
after them, a fact which is perhaps more abundantly

the case on the Continent. Then, as it has been
remarked, flowers have virtually become the timepieces

of our religious calendar, reminding us of the various

festivals, as in succession they return, in addition to

immortalising the history and events which such
festivals commemorate. In many cases, too, it should
be remembered, the choice of flowers for dedication to

certain saints originated either in their medical virtues

or in some old tradition which was supposed to have
specially singled them out for this honour.
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CHAPTEE XX.

PLANT SUPERSTITIONS.

The superstitious notions which, under one form or

another, have clustered round the vegetable kingdom,

hold a prominent place in the field of folk-lore. To

give a full and detailed account of these survivals

of bygone beliefs, would occupy a volume of no mean

size, so thickly scattered are they among the tradi-

tions and legendary lore of almost every country.

Only too frequently, also, we find the same supersti-

tion assuming a very different appearance as it travels

from one country to another, until at last it is almost

completely divested of its original dress. Eepeated

changes of this kind, whilst not escaping the notice of

the student of comparative folk-lore, are apt to mis-

lead the casual observer who, it may be, assigns to them

a particular home in his own country, whereas probably

they have travelled, before arriving at their modern

destination, thousands of miles in the course of years.

There is said to be a certain mysterious connection

between certain plants and animals. Thus, swine

when affected with the spleen are supposed to resort

to the spleen-wort, and according to Coles, in his

" Art of Simpling," the ass does likewise, for he tells
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lis that, "if the asse be oppressed with melancholy,

he eates of the herbe asplemon or mill-waste, and

eases himself of the swelling of the spleen." One

of the popular names of the common sow-thistle

(Sonclius oleraceus) is hare's-palace, from the shelter

it is supposed to afford the hare. According to the

" Grete Herbale," " if the hare come under it, he is

sure that no beast can touch hym." Topsell also, in

his " Natural History," alludes to this superstition :

—

" When hares are overcome with heat, they eat of an

herb called Lattica leporina, that is, hare's-lettuce, hare's-

house, hare's-palace ; and there is no disease in this beast

the cure whereof she does not seek for in this herb."

The hound's-tongue (cynoglossuvi) has been reputed

to have the magical property of preventing dogs

barking at a person, if laid beneath the feet; and

Gerarde says that wild goats or deer, " when they be

wounded with arrows, do shake them out by eating

of this plant, and heal their wounds." Bacon in his

" Natural History " alludes to another curious idea

connected with goats, and says, " There are some tears

of trees, which are combed from the beards of goats

;

for when the goats bite and crop them, especially in

the morning, the dew being on, the tear cometh forth,

and hangeth upon their beards ; of this sort is some
kind of laudanum." The columbine was once known
as Herla leonis, from a belief that it was the lion's

favourite plant, and it is said that when bears were

half-starved by hybernating—having remained for

days without food—they were suddenly restored by
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eating the arum. There is a curious tradition in

Piedmont, that if a hare be sprinkled with the juice

of henbane, all the hares in the neighbourhood will

run away as if scared by some invisible power.

Gerarde also alludes to an old belief that cats " are

much delighted with catmint, for the smell of it is so

pleasant unto them, that they rub themselves upon it,

and swallow or tumble in it, and also feed on the

branches very greedily." And according to an old

proverb they have a liking for the plant maram

—

" If you set it, tlie cats will eat it

;

If you sow it, the cats won't know it."

Equally fond, too, are cats of valerian, being said

to dig up the roots and gnaw them to pieces, an

allusion to which occurs in Topsell's " Four-footed

Beasts" (1658-81):—" The root of the herb valerian

(commonly called Phu) is very like to the eye of a cat,

and wheresoever it groweth, if cats come thereunto

they instantly dig it up for the love thereof, as I

myself have seen in mine own garden, for it smelleth

moreover like a cat."

Then there is the moonwort, famous for drawing

the nails out of horses' shoes, and hence known by

the rustic name of " unshoe the horse
;

" while the

mouse-ear was credited with preventing the horses

being hurt when shod.

We have already alluded to the superstitions relat-

ing to birds and plants, but may mention another

relating to the celandine. One of the well-known

names of this plant is swallow-wort, so termed, says
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Gerarde, not " because it first springeth at the coming

in of the swallows, or dieth when they go away, for

it may be found all the year, but because some hold

opinion that with this herbs the dams restore eye-

sight to their young ones, when their eye be put

out." Coles strengthens the evidence in favour of this

odd notion by adding :
" It is known to such as have

skill of nature, what wonderful care she hath of the

smallest creatures, giving to them a knowledge of

medicine to help themselves, if haply diseases annoy
them. The swallow cureth her dim eyes with celan-

dine; the wesell knoweth well the virtue of herb-

grace; the dove the verven ; the dogge dischargeth

his mawe with a kind of grasse," &c. In Italy cumin
is given to pigeons for the purpose of taming them,

and a curious superstition is that of the "divining-

rod," with " its versatile sensibility to water, ore, trea-

sure and thieves," and one whose history is apparently
as remote as it is widespread. Francis Lenormant,
in his " Chaldean Magic," mentions the divining-rods

used by the Magi, wherewith they foretold the future

by throwing little sticks of tamarisk-wood, and adds
that divination by wands was known and practised in

Babylon, "and that this was even the most ancient
mode of divination used in the time of the Accadians."
Among the Hindus, even in the Vedic period, magic
wands were in use, and the practice still survives in
Chma, where the peach-tree is in demand. Tracing
its antecedent history in this country, it appears that
the Druids were in the habit of cutting tlieir divinin*?-
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rods from the apple-tree ; and various notices of this

once popular fallacy occur from time to time, in the

literature of bygone years. The hazel was formerly

famous for its powers of discernment, and it is still

held in repute by the Italians. Occasionally, too, as

already noticed, the divining-rod was employed for the

purpose of detecting the locality of water, as is still

the case in Wiltshire. An interesting case was quoted

some years ago in the Quarterly Review (xxii. 273).

A certain Lady N is here stated to have con-

vinced Dr. Hutton of her possession of this remark-

able gift, and by means of it to have indicated to him

the existence of a spring of water in one of his fields

adjoining the Woolwich College, which, in conse-

quence of the discovery, he was enabled to sell to the

college at a higher price. This power Lady N"

repeatedly exhibited before credible witnesses, and the

Quarterly Review of that day considered the fact indis-

putable. The divining-rod has long been in repute

among Cornish miners, and Pryce, in his " Mineralogia

Cornubiensis," says that many mines have been dis-

covered by this means ;
but, after giving a minute

account of cutting, tying, and using it, he rejects it,

because "Cornwall is so plentifully stored with tin

and copper lodes, that some accident every week

discovers to us a fresh vein." Billiugsley, in his

"Agricultural Survey of the County of Cornwall,"

published in the year 1797, speaks of the belief of the

Mendip miners in the efficacy of the mystic rod :

—

" The general method of discovering the situation and
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direction of those seams of ore (which lie at various

depths, from five to twenty fathoms, in a chasm

between two inches of solid rock) is by the help of

the divining-rod, vulgarly called josing ; and a variety

of strong testimonies are adduced in supporting this

doctrine. So confident are the common miners of the

efficacy, that they scarcely ever sink a shaft but by its

direction ; and those who are dexterous in the use of

it, will mark on the surface the course and breadth of

the vein ; and after that, with the assistance of the

rod, will follow the same course twenty times follow-

ing blindfolded." Anecdotes of the kind are very

numerous, for there are few subjects in folk-lore con-

cerning which more has been written than on the

divining-rod, one of the most exhaustive being that

of Mr. Baring-Gould in his " Curious Myths of the

Middle Ages." The literature, too, of the past is rich

in allusions to this piece of superstition, and Swift

in his "Virtues of Sid Hamet the Magician's Eod"
(1710) thus refers to it

—

" They tell us something strange and odd
Ahout a certain magic rod

That, bending down its top, divines

Whene'er the soil has golden mines ;

Where there are none, it stands erect,

Scorning to show the least respect.

As ready was the wand of Sid

To bend where golden mines were hid.

In Scottish hills found precious ore,

Where none e'er looked for it before
;

And by a gentle bow divined,

How well a Cully's purse was lined ;

To a forlorn and broken rake,

Stood without motion like a stake.
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De Quincey has several amusing allusions to this fallacy,

a£6.rming that he had actually seen on more than one

occasion the process applied with success, and declared

that, in spite of all science or scepticism might say,

most of the tea-kettles in the Vale of Wrington, ISTorth

Somersetshire, are filled by rhabdomancy. But it must

be admitted that the phenomena of the divining-rod

and table-turning are of precisely the same character,

both being referable to an involuntary muscular action

resulting from a fixedness of idea. Moreover, it should

be remembered that experiments with the divining-rod

are generally made in a district known to be metalli-

ferous, and therefore the chances are greatly in favour

of its bending over or near a mineral lode. On the

other hand, it is surprising how many people of culture

have, at different times, in this and other countries,

displayed a lamentable weakness in partially accepting

this piece of superstition. Of the many anecdotes

related respecting it, we may quote an amusing one in

connection with the celebrated botanist, Linnteus :

—

" When he was on one of his voyages, hearing his

secretary highly extol the virtues of his divining-wand,

he was willing to convince him of its insufficiency, and

for that purpose concealed a purse of one hundred

ducats under a ranunculus, which grew up by itself in

a meadow, and bid the secretary find it if he could.

The wand discovered nothing, and LinujBus' mark was

soon trampled down by the company who were present,

so that when he went to finish the experiment by

fetching the gold himself, he was utterly at a loss
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where to find it. The man with the wand assisted

him, and informed him that it could not lie in the way

they were going, but quite the contrary, so pursued

the direction of the wand, and actually dug out the

gold. Linnseus thereupon added that such another

experiment would be sufficient to make a proselyte of

him."

'

In 1659, the Jesuit, Gaspard Schott, tells us that

this magic rod was at this period used in every town

in Germany, and that he had frequently had oppor-

tunities of seeing it used in the discovery of hidden

treasure. He further adds :
" I searched with the

greatest care into the question whether the hazel rod

had any sympathy with gold and silver, and whether

any natural property set it in motion. In like manner,

I tried whether a ring of metal, held suspended by a

thread in the midst of a tumbler, and which strikes

the hours, is moved by any similar force." But many

of the mysterious effects of these so-called divining-

rods were no doubt due to clever imposture. In the

year 1790, Plunet, a native of Dauphine, claimed a

power over the divining-rod which attracted consider-

able attention in Italy. But when carefully tested by

scientific men in Padua, his attempts to discover buried

metals completely failed ; and at Tlorence he was de-

tected trying to find out by night what he had secreted

to test his powers on the morrow. The astrologer

Lilly made sundry experiments with the divining-rod,

but was not always successful ; and the Jesuit, Kircher,

* See Baring-Gould's " Curious Myths of the Middle Ages."
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tried the powers of certain rods which were said to

have sympathetic influences for particular metals, but

they never turned on the approach of these. Once

more, in the " Shepherd's Calendar," we find a receipt

to make the " Mosaic wand to find hidden treasure

"

without the intervention of a human operator :
" Cut

a hazel wand forked at the upper end like a Y- Peel

off the rind, and dry it in a moderate heat, then steep

it in the juice of wake-robin or nightshade, and cut

the single lower end sharp ; and where you suppose

any rich mine or hidden treasure is near, place a piece

of the same metal you conceive is hid, or in the earth,

to the top of one of the forks by a hair, and do the

like to the other end; pitch the sharp single end

lightly to the ground at the going down of the sun,

the moon being in the increase, and in the morning at

sunrise, by a natural sympathy, you will find the metal

inclining, as it were pointing, to the places where the

other is hid."

According to a Tuscany belief, the almond will dis-

cover treasures ; and the golden rod has long had the

reputation in England of pointing to hidden springs

of water, as well as to treasures of gold and silver.

Similarly, the spring-wort and primrose—the key-

flower—revealed the hidden recesses in mountains

where treasures were concealed, and the mystic fern-

seed, termed " wish-seed," was supposed in the Tyrol

to make known hidden gold
;

and, according to a

Lithuanian form of this superstition, one who secures

treasures by this means will be pursued by adders, the
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guardians of the gold. Plants of this kind remind us

of the magic " sesame " which, at the command of Ali

Baba, in the story of the " Forty Thieves," gave him
immediate admission to the secret treasure-cave. Once
more, among further plants possessing the same mystic

property may be mentioned the sow-thistle, which, when
invoked, discloses hidden treasures. In Sicily a branch

of the pomegranate tree is considered to be a most
effectual means of ascertaining the whereabouts of

concealed wealth. Hence it has been invested with

an almost reverential awe, and has been generally em-
ployed when search has been made for some valuable

lost property. In Silesia, Thuringia., and Bohemia the

mandrake is, in addition to its many mystic properties,

connected with the idea of hidden treasures.

Numerous plants are said to be either lucky or the

reverse, and hence have given rise to all kinds of odd
beliefs, some of which still survive in our midst, hav-
ing come down from a remote period.

There is in many places a curious antipathy to

uprooting the house-leek, some persons even disliking

to let it blossom, and a similar prejudice seems to

have existed against the cuckoo-flower, for, if found
accidentally inverted in a May garland, it was at once
destroyed. In Prussia it is regarded as ominous for

a bride to plant myrtle, although in this country it

has the reputation of being a lucky plant. According
to a Somersetshire saying, "The flowering myrtle is

the luckiest plant to have in your window, water
it every morning, and be proud of it." We may note
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here that there are many odd beliefs connected with

the myrtle. " Speaking to a lady," says a correspon-

dent of the Athenceum (Feb. 5, 1848), "of the diffi-

culty which I had always found in getting a slip of

myrtle to grow, she directly accounted for my failure

by observing that perhaps I had not spread the tail

or skirt of my dress, and looked proud during the

time I was planting it. It is a popular belief in

Somersetshire that unless a slip of myrtle is so planted,

it will never take root." The deadly nightshade is a

plant of ill omen, and Gerarde describing it says, "If

you will follow my counsel, deal not with the same

in any case, and banish it from your gardens, and the

use of it also, being a plant so furious and deadly
;

for it bringeth such as have eaten thereof into a

dead sleep, wherein many have died." There is a

strong prejudice to sowing parsley, and equally a great

dislike to transplanting it, the latter notion being found

in South America. Likewise, according to a Devon-

shire belief, it is highly unlucky to plant a bed of lilies

of the valley, as the person doing so will probably die

in the course of the next twelve months.

The withering of plants has long been regarded

ominous, and, according to a Welsh superstition, if

there are faded leaves in a room where a baby is

christened it will soon die. Of the many omens

afibrded by the oak, we are told that the change of its

leaves from their usual colour gave more than once

" fatal premonition " of coming misfortunes during

the great civil wars ; and Bacon mentions a tradition
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that " if the oak-apple, broken, be full of worms, it

is a sign of a pestilent year." In olden times the
decay of the bay-tree was considered an omen of
disaster, and it is stated that, previous to the death-
of ISTero, though the winter was very mild, all these
trees withered to the roots, and that a great pesti-
lence in Padua was preceded by the same phenomenon.^
Shakespeare speaks of this superstition

" 'Tis thought the king is dead ; we will not stay,
The bay-trees in our county are all withered."

Lupton, in his "Notable Things," tells us that "if a
fir-tree be touched, withered, or burned with lightning,
it signifies that the master or mistress thereof shall
shortly die."

It is difficult, as we have already noted in a pre-
vious chapter, to discover why some of our sweetest
and fairest spring-flowers should be associated with
ill-luck. In the western counties, for instance, one
should never take less than a handful of primroses or
violets into a farmer's house, as neglect of this rule is
said to affect the success of the ducklings and chickens.
A correspondent of Notes and Queries (I. Ser. vii. 201)
writes:—"My gravity was sorely tried by being called
on to settle a quarrel between two old women, arising
from one of them having given one primrose to her
neighbour's child, for the purpose of making her hens
hatch but one egg out of each set of eggs, and it
was seriously maintained that the charm had been
successful." In the same way it is held unlucky

^ Ingram's "Florica Symbolica," p. 326.
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to introduce the first snowdrop of the year into a

house, for, as a Sussex woman once remarked, " it looks

for all the world like a corpse in its shroud." We
may repeat, too, again the familiar adage

—

" If you sweep the house with hlossomed broom in May,

You are sure to sweep the head of the house away."

And there is the common superstition that where

roses and violets bloom in autumn, it is indicative of

some epidemic in the following year; whereas, if a

white rose put forth unexpectedly, it is believed in

Germany to be a sign of death in the nearest house

;

and in some parts of Essex there is a current belief

that sickness or death will inevitably ensue if blossoms

of the whitethorn be brought into a house ; the idea

in Norfolk being that no one will be married from

the house during the year. Another ominous sign

is that of plants shedding their leaves, or of their

blossoms falling to pieces. Thus the peasantry in

some places af&rm that the dropping of the leaves of

a peach-tree betokens a murrain; and in Italy it is

held unlucky for a rose to do so. A well-known

illustration of this superstition occurred many years

ago in the case of the unfortunate Miss Eay, who was

murdered at the piazza entrance of Covent Garden

by Hackman (April 1779), the following account of

which we quote from the " Life and Correspondence

of M. G. Lewis : "—" When the carriage was announced,

and she was adjusting her dress, Mr. Lewis happened

to make some remark on a beautiful rose which Miss

Eay wore in her bosom. Just as the words were
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uttered the flower fell to the ground. She imme-
diately stooped to regain it, but as she picked it up,

the red leaves scattered themselves on the carpet, and

the stalk alone remained in her hand. The poor

girl, who had been depressed in spirits before, was evi-

dently affected by this incident, and said, in a slightly

faltering voice, ' I trust I am not to consider this as

an evil omen !

' But soon rallying, she expressed to

Mr. Lewis, in a cheerful tone, her hope that they

would meet again after the theatre—a hope, alas

!

which it was decreed should not be realised." Accord-

ing to a German belief, one who throws a rose into a

grave will waste away.

There is a notion prevalent in Dorsetshire that a

house wherein the plant " bergamot " is kept will

never be free from sickness ; and in Norfolk it is said

to be unlucky to take into a house a bunch of the

grass called "maiden-hair," or, as it is also termed,

" dudder-grass." Among further plants of ill omen
may be mentioned the bluebell (Campamda rotundi-

folia), which in certain parts of Scotland was called

" The aul' man's bell," and was regarded with a sort of

dread, and commonly left unpuUed. In Cumberland,

about Cockermouth, the red campion {Lychnis dmrna)
is called " mother-die," and young people believe that if

plucked some misfortune will happen to their parents.

A similar belief attaches to the herb-robert (Geranium
rdbertianum) in West Cumberland, where it is nick-

named "Death come quickly;" and in certain parts of

Yorkshire there is a notion that if a child gather the
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germander speedwell ( Veronica cJiamcedrys), its mother

will die during the year. Herrick has a pretty allu-

sion to the daffodil

—

" When a daffodil I see

Hanging down her head t'wards me,

Guess I may what I must be

:

First, I shall decline my head

;

Secondly, I shall be dead

;

Lastly, safely buried."

In Germany, the marigold is with the greatest care

excluded from the flowers with which young women

test their love-affairs; and in Austria it is held

unlucky to pluck the crocus, as it draws away the

strength.

An ash leaf is still frequently employed for invoking

rrood luck, and in Cornwall we find the old popular

formula still in use

—

" Even ash, I do thee pluck,

Hoping thus to meet good luck ;

If no good luck I get from thee,

I shall wish thee on the tree."

And there is the following well-known couplet

—

" With a four-leaved clover, a double-leaved ash, and a gi-een-topped

leave,
i . •, >•

You may go before the queen's daughter without aslong leave.

But, on the other hand, the finder of the five-leaved

clover, it is said, will have bad luck.

In Scotland^ it was formerly customary to carry on

the person a piece of torch-fir for good luck—a super-

stition which, Mr. Conway remarks, is found in the

gold-mines of California, where the men tip a cone

1 Stewart's "Popular Superstitions of the Highlanders."
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with the first gold they discover, and keep it as a

charm to ensure good luck in future.

JSTuts, again, have generally been credited with pro-

pitious qualities, and have accordingly been extensively

used for divination. In some mysterious way, too,

they are supposed to influence the population, for

when plentiful, there is said to be a corresponding

increase of babies. In Eussia the peasantry frequently

carry a nut in their purses, from a belief that it will

act as a charm in their efforts to make money. Stern-

berg, in his "Northamptonshire Glossary" (163), says

that the discovery of a double nut " presages well for

the finder, and unless he mars his good fortune by

swallowing both kernels, is considered an infallible

sign of approaching ' luck.' The orthodox way in such

cases consists in eating one, and throwing the other

over the shoulder."

The Icelanders have a curious idea respecting the

mountain-ash, affirming that it is an enemy of the

juniper, and that if one is planted on one side of a

tree, and the other on the other, they will split it. It

is also asserted that if both are kept in the same house

it will be burnt down
;

but, on the other hand, there

is a belief among some sailors that if rowan-tree be

used in a ship, it will sink the vessel unless juniper be

found on board. In the Tyrol, the Osmunda regalis,

called " the blooming fern," is placed over the door for

good teeth; and Mr. Conway, too, in his valuable

papers, to which we have been often indebted in the

previous chapters, says that there are circumstances
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under which all flowers are injurious. " They must

not be laid on the bed of a sick person, according to a

Silesian superstition ; and in Westphalia and Thuringia,

no child under a year old must be permitted to wreathe

itself with flowers, or it will soon die. Flowers, says

a common German saying, must in no case be laid

on the mouth of a corpse, since the dead man may

chew them, which would make him a ' ISTachzehrer,'

or one who draws his relatives to the grave after

him."

In Hungary, the burnet saxifrage {Pimioinella saxi-

fraga) is a mystic plant, where it is popularly nick-

named Chaba's salve, there being an old tradition that

it was discovered by King Chaba, who cured the

wounds of fifteen thousand of his men after a bloody

battle fought against his brother. In Hesse, it is said

that with knots tied in willow one may slay a distant

enemy ; and the Bohemians have a belief that seven-

year-old children will become beautiful by dancing in

the flax. But many superstitions have clustered round

the latter plant, it having in years gone by been a

popular notion that it will only flower at the time

of day on which it was originally sown. To spin on

Saturday is said in Germany to bring ill fortune, and

as a warning the following legend is among the house-

hold tales of the peasantry :—" Two old women, good

friends, were the most industrious spinners in their vil-

lage, Saturday finding them as engrossed in their work

as°on the other days of the week. At length one of

them died, but on the Saturday evening following she
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appeared to the other, who, as usual, was busy at her

wheel, and showing her burning hand, said

—

' See what I in hell have won,

Because on Saturday eve I siDun.'
"

Flax, nevertheless, is a lucky plant, for in Thuringia,

when a young woman gets married, she places flax in

her shoes as a charm against poverty. It is supposed,

also, to have health-giving virtues; for in Germany,

when an infant seems weakly and thrives slowly, it is

placed naked upon the turf on Midsummer day, and

flax-seed is sprinkled over it ; the idea being that as

the flax-seed grows so the infant will gradually grow

stronger. Of the many beliefs attached to the ash-

tree, we are told in the North of England that if the

first parings of a child's nails be buried beneath its

roots, it will eventually turn out, to use the local

phrase, a " top-singer," and there is a popular super-

stition that wherever the purple honesty {Lunaria

biennis) flourishes, the cultivators of the garden are

noted for their honesty. The snapdragon, which in

years gone by was much cultivated for its showy

blossoms, was said to have a supernatural influence,

and amongst other qualities to possess the power of

destroying charms. Many further illustrations of this

class of superstition might easily be added, so thickly

interwoven are they with the history of most of our

familiar wild-flowers. One further superstition may
be noticed, an allusion to which occurs in " Henry Y."

(Act i. sc. I ) :

—
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" The strawberry grows underneath the nettle,

And wholesome berries thrive and ripen best

Neighbour'd by fruit of baser quality ;

"

it having been the common notion that plants were

affected by the neighbourhood of other plants to such

an extent that they imbibed each other's virtues and

faults. Accordingly sweet flowers were planted near

fruit-trees, with the idea of improving the flavour of

the fruit ;
and, on the other hand, evil-smelling trees,

like the elder, were carefully cleaned away from fruit-

trees, lest they should become tainted.^ Further super-

stitions have been incidentally alluded to throughout

the present volume, necessarily associated as they are

with most sections of plant folk-lore. It should also

be noticed that in the various folk-tales which have

been collected together in recent years, many curious

plant superstitions are introduced, although, to suit the

surroundings of the story, they have only too frequently

been modified, or the reverse. At the same time,

embellishments of the kind are interesting, as showing

.how familiar these traditionary beliefs were in olden

times to the story-teller, and how ready he was to

avail himself of them.

1 See Ellacombe's "Plant-lore of Shakespeare," p. 319.
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CHAPTEE XXI.

PLANTS IN FOLK-MEDICINE.

From tlie earliest times plants have been most exten-

sively used in the cure of disease, although in days

of old it was not so much their inherent medicinal

properties which brought them into repute as their

supposed magical virtues. Oftentimes, in truth, the

only merit of a plant lay in the charm formula at-

tached to it, the due utterance of which ensured relief

to the patient. Originally there can be no doubt that

such verbal forms were prayers, " since dwindled into

mystic sentences." ^ Again, before a plant could work
its healing powers, due regard had to be paid to the

planet under whose influence it was supposed to be ;
^

for Aubrey mentions an old belief that if a plant " be

not gathered according to the rules of astrology, it

hath little or no virtue in it." Hence, in accordance

with this notion, we find numerous directions for the

cutting and preparing of certain plants for medicinal

purposes, a curious list of which occurs in Culpepper's

"British Herbal and Family Physician." This old

herbalist, who was a strong believer in astrology, tells

^ See Tylor's " Primitive Culture," ii.

- See Folkard's "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 164.
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us that such as are of this way of thinking, and none

else, are fit to be physicians. But he was not the

only one who had strict views on this matter, as the

literature of his day proves—astrology, too, having

held a prominent place in most of the gardening books

of the same period. Michael Drayton, who has chro-

nicled so many of the credulities of his time, referring

to the longevity of antediluvian men, writes

—

" Besides, in medicine, simples had tlie power

That none need theu the planetary hour

To help their woikinge, they so juiceful were."

The adder's-tongue, if plucked during the wane of

the moon, was a cure for tumours, and there is a

Swabian belief that one " who on Friday of the full

moon pulls up the amaranth by the root, and folding

it in a white cloth, wears it against his naked breast,

will be made bullet-proof."^ Consumptive patients,

in olden times, were three times passed " through a

circular wreath of woodbine, cut during the increase

of the March moon, and let down over the body from

head to foot."^ In France, too, at the present day,

the vervain is gathered under the different changes of

the moon, with secret incantations, after which it is

said to possess remarkable curative properties.

In Cornwall, the club-moss, if properly gathered, is

considered " good against all diseases of the eye." The

mode of procedure is this:
—"On the third day of

the moon, when the thin crescent is seen for the first

1 "Mystic Trees and Shrubs," p. 717.

2 Tolkard's "Plant-lore," p. 379.
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time, show it the knife with which the moss is to be

cut, and repeat this formula

—

' As Clirisfc healed the issue of blood,

Do thou cut what thou cuttest for good.'

At sundown, the operator, after carefully washing his

hands, is to cut the club-moss kneeling. It is then

to be wrapped in a white cloth, and subsequently-

boiled in water taken from the spring nearest to its

place of growth. This may be used as a fomentation,

or the club-moss may be made into an ointment with

the butter from the milk of a new cow." ^

Some plants have, from time immemorial, been

much in request from the season or period of their

blooming, beyond which fact it is difficult to account

for the virtues ascribed to them. Thus, among the

Eomans, the first anemone of the year, when gathered

with this form of incantation, "I gather thee for a

remedy against disease," was regarded as a preserva-

tive from fever ; a survival of which belief still pre-

vails in our own country

—

" The first spring-blown anemone she in his doublet wove,
To keep him safe from pestilence wherever he should rove."

On the other hand, in some countries there is a very

strong prejudice against the wild anemone, the air

being said " to be so tainted by them, that they who
inhale it often incur severe sickness." ^ Similarly we
may compare the notion that flowers blooming out of

1 Hunt's "Popular Romances of the West of England," 1871, p. 415-
Folkard's "Plant-lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 216.
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season have a fatal significance, as we have noted

elsewhere.

The sacred associations attached to many plants

have invested them, at all times, with a scientific

repute in the healing art, instances of which may be

traced up to a very early period. Thus, the peony,

which, from its mythical divine origin, was an im-

portant flower in the primitive pharmacopoeia, has

even in modern times retained its reputation ;
and

to this day Sussex mothers put necklaces of beads

turned from the peony root around their children's

necks, to prevent convulsions and to assist them in

their teething. When worn on the person, it was long

considered, too, a most effectual remedy for insanity,

and Culpepper speaks of its virtues in the cure of

the falling sickness.^ The thistle, sacred to Thor, is

another plant of this kind, and indeed instances are

very numerous. On the other hand, some plants,

from their great virtues as " all-heals," it would seem,

had such names as " Angelica " and " Archangel " be-

stowed on them.^

In later times many plants became connected with

the name of Christ, and with the events of the cruci-

fixion itself—facts which occasionally explain their

mysterious virtues. Thus the vervain, known as the

" holy herb," and which was one of the sacred plants

of the Druids, has long been held in repute, the sub-

joined rhyme assigning as the reason

—

1 See Black's "Folk-medicine," 18S3, p. 195.

2 Quarterly Review, cxiv. 245.
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" All hail, thou holy herb, vervin,

Growing on the ground

;

On the Mount of Calvary-

There wast thou found

;

Thou helpest many a grief,

And staunchest many a wound.

In the name of sweet Jesu,

I lift thee from the ground."

To quote one or two further instances, a popular

recipe for preventing the prick of a thorn from fester-

ing is to repeat this formula

—

" Christ was of a virgin born,

And he was pricked with a thorn,

And it did neither bell nor swell,

And I trust in Jesus this never will."

In Cornwall, some years ago, the following charm

was much used, forms of which may occasionally be

heard at the present day

—

" Happy man that Christ was born,

He was crowned with a thorn ;

He was pierced through the skin,

For to let the poison in.

But His five Avounds, so they say.

Closed before He passed away.

In with healing, out with thorn,

Happy man that Christ was born."

Another version used in the North of England is

this

—

" Unto the Virgin Mary our Saviour was born,

And on his head he wore a crown of thorn

;

If you believe this true, and mind it well,

This hurt will never fester nor swell."

The Aiujelica sylvestris was popularly known as



286 THE FOLK-LORE OF PLANTS.

" Holy Ghost," from the angel-like properties therein

having been considered good " against poisons, pesti-

lent agues, or the pestilence."

Cockayne, in his " Saxon Leechdoms,'' mentions an

old poem descriptive of the virtues of the mugwort

—

" Thou hast might for three,

And against thirty,

For venom availest

For plying vile things."

So, too, certain plants of the saints acquired a notoriety

for specific virtues ; and hence St. John's wort, with

its leaves marked with blood-like spots, which appear,

according to tradition, on the anniversary of his decol-

lation, is still " the wonderful herb " that cures all

sorts of wounds. Herb-bennet, popularly designated

" Star of the earth," a name applied to the avens, hem-

lock, and valerian, should properly be, says Dr. Prior,

" St. Benedict's herb, a name assigned to such plants

as were supposed to be antidotes, in allusion to a legend

of this saint, which represents that upon his blessing

a cup of poisoned wine which a monk had given to

destroy him, the glass was shivered to pieces." In the

same way, herb-gerard was called from St. Gerard,

who was formerly invoked against gout, a complaint

for which this plant was once in high repute. St.

James's wort was so called from its being used for the

diseases of horses, of which this great pilgrim-saint

was the patron. It is cUrious in how many unexpected

ways these odd items of folk-lore in their association

with the saints meet us, showing that in numerous
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instances it is entirely their association with certain

saints that has made them of medical repute.

Some trees and plants have gained a medical notoriety

from the fact of their having a mystical history, and from

the supernatural qualities ascribed to them. But, as

Bulwer-Lytton has suggested in his " Strange Story,"

the wood of certain trees to which magical properties

are ascribed may in truth possess virtues little under-

stood, and deserving of careful investigation. Thus,

among these, the rowan would take its place, as would

the common hazel, from which the miner's divining-

rod is always cut.^ An old-fashioned charm to cure

the bite of an adder was to lay a cross formed of two

pieces of hazel-wood on the ground, repeating three

times this formula^

—

" Underneath this hazelin mote,

There's a hraggotty worm with a speckled throat,

Nine douhle is he ;

Now from nine douhle to eight doiihle

And from eight douhle to seven douhle-ell."

The mystical history of the apple accou.nts for its

popularity as a medical agent, although, of course, we

must not attribute all the lingering rustic cures to this

source. Thus, according to an old Devonshire rhyme,

" Eat an apple going to hed,

Make the doctor heg his hread."

Its juice has long been deemed potent against warts,

and a Lincolnshire cure for eyes affected by rheuma-

tism or weakness is a poultice made of rotten apples,

^ "Sacred Trees and Flowers," Quarterly Review, cxiv. 244.

Folkard's " Plant Legends," 364.
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The oak, long famous for its supernatural strength and

power, has been much employed in folk-medicine. A
German cure for ague is to walk round an oak and

say

—

" Good evening, tlioti good one old
;

I bring thee the -warm and the cold."

Similarly, in our own country, oak-trees planted at

the junction of cross-roads were much resorted to by

persons suffering from ague, for the purpose of trans-

ferring to them their complaint,-^ and elsewhere allusion

has already been made to the practice of curing sickly

children by passing through a split piece of oak. A
German remedy for gout is to take hold of an oak, or

of a young shoot already felled, and to repeat these

words

—

" Oak-shoot, I to thee complain,

All the torturing gout plagues me ;

I cannot go for it.

Thou canst stand it.

The first bird that flies above thee,

To him give it in his flight,

Let him take it with him in the air.

"

Another plant, which from- its mystic character has

been used for various complaints, is the elder. In Bo-

hemia, three spoonsful of the water which has been used

to bathe an invalid are poured under an elder-tree

;

and a Danish cure for toothache consists in placing an

elder-twig in the mouth, and then sticking it in a wall,

saying, "Depart, thou evil spirit." The mysterious

origin and surroundings of the mistletoe have invested

it with a widespread importance in old folk-lore reme-

1 Prascr's Magazine, 1870, p. 591.



PLANTS IN FOLK-MEDICINE. 289

dies, many of which are, even now-a-days, firmly

credited ; a reputation, too, bestowed upon it by the

Druids, who styled it " all-heal," as being an antidote

for all diseases. Culpepper speaks of it as " good for

the grief of the sinew, itch, sores, and toothache, the

biting of mad dogs and venomous beasts
;

" while Sir

Thomas Browne alludes to its virtues in cases of epi-

lepsy. In Trance, amulets formed of mistletoe were

much worn ; and in Sweden, a finger-ring made of its

wood is an antidote against sickness. The mandrake,

as a mystic plant, was extensively sold for medicinal

purposes, and in Kent may be occasionally found kept

to cure barrenness ;
^ and it may be remembered that

La Fontaine's fable. La Manclragore, turns upon its

supposed power of producing children. How potent

its efiects were formerly held may be gathered from

the very many allusions to its mystic properties in the

literature of bygone years. Columella, in his well-

known lines, says

—

" Whose roots show half a man, whose juice

With madness strikes."

Shakespeare speaks of it as an opiate, and on the

Continent it was much used for amulets.

Again, certain plants seem to have been specially in

high repute in olden times from the marvellous influ-

ence they were credited with exercising over the human
frame

;
consequently they were much valued by both

old and young ; for who would not retain the vigour of

^ " Mystic Trees and Plants j
" Frascrs Marjaiinc, 1870, p. 708. )

T
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his youth, and what woman would not desire to pre-

serve the freshness of her beauty ?

One of the special virtues of rosemary, for instance,

was its ability to make old folks young again. A story

is told of a gouty and crooked old queen, who sighed

with longing regret to think that her young dancing-

days were gone, so

—

" Of rosmaryn she took six pownde,

And grounde it well in a stownde,"

and then mixed it with water, in which she bathed

three times a day, taking care to anoint her head with

" gode balm " afterwards. In a very short time her old

flesh fell away, and she became so young, tender, and

fresh, that she began to look out for a husband.^

The common fennel (Fcenicidum mdgare) was sup-

posed to give strength to the constitution, and was

regarded as highly restorative. Longfellow, in his

" Goblet of Life," apparently alludes to our fennel—

" Above tlie lowly plant it towers.

The fennel, with its yellow flowers

;

And in an earlier age than ours

Was gifted with the wondrous powers

Lost vision to restore.

It gave new strength and fearless mood,

And gladiators, fierce and rude,

Mingled it in their daily food,

And he who hattled and subdued,

The -wreath of fennel wore."

The lady's-mantle, too {Alchemilla vulgaris), was once

in great request, for, according to Hoffman, it had the

1 "ReliquiEB Antique," Wright and Halliwell, i. 19S I

Quarterly

Review, 1863, cxiv. 241.



PLANTS IN FOLK-MEDICINE. 291

power of "restoring feminine beauty, however faded,

to its early freshness
;

" and the wild tansy (Tanacetum

rndgare), laid to soak in buttermilk for nine days, had

the reputation of " making the complexion very fair."
^

Similarly, also, the great burnet saxifrage was said to

remove freckles ; and according to the old herbalists,

an infusion of the common centaury {Erythrcea cen-

tauriiom) possessed the same property.^ The hawthorn,

too, was in repute among the fair sex, for, according to

an old piece of proverbial lore

—

" The fair maid wlio, tlie first of May,
Goes to the fields at break of day.

And washes in dew from the hawthorn tree,

Will ever after handsome be ;

"

and the common fumitory " was used when gathered

in wedding hours, and boiled in water, milk, and whey,

as a wash for the complexion of rustic maids." ^ In

some parts of France the water-hemlock {CEnanthe

crocata), known with us as the " dead-tongue," from its

paralysing effects on the organs of voice, was used to

destroy moles ; and the yellow toad-flax {Linaria vul-

garis) is described as " cleansing the skin wonderfully

of all sorts of deformity." Another plant of popular

renown was the knotted figwort (ScropJmlaria nodosa),

for Gerarde censures " divers who doe rashly teach

that if it be hanged about the necke, or else carried

about one, it keepeth a man in health." Coles, speak-

1 Coles, "The Art of Simpling," 1656.
^ Anne Pratt's "Flowering Plants of Great Britain," iv. 9.
^ Black's "Polk-medicine," p. 201.
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ing of the mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris), says that " if a

footman take mugwort and put it in his shoes in the

morning, he may go forty miles before noon and not

be weary
;
" but as far back as the time of Pliny its

remarkable properties were known, for he says, " The

wayfaring man that hath the herb tied about him

feeleth no weariness at all, and he can never be hurt

by any poisonous medicine, by any wild beast, neither

yet by the sun itself." The far-famed betony was

long credited with marvellous medicinal properties,

and hence the old saying which recommends a person

when ill " to sell his coat and buy betony." A species

of thistle was once believed to have the curious virtue

of driving away melancholy, and was hence termed the

" melancholy thistle." According to Dioscorides, " the

root borne about one doth expel melancholy and remove

all diseases connected therewith," but it was to be taken

in wine.

On the other hand, certain plants have been credited

at most periods with hurtful and injurious properties.

Thus, there is a popular idea that during the flowering

of the bean more cases of lunacy occur than at any

other season.^ It is curious to find the apple—such a

widespread curative—regarded as a bane, an illustration

of which is given by Mr. Conway.^ In Swabia it is

said that an apple plucked from a graft on the

whitethorn will, if eaten by a pregnant woman, in-

crease her pains. On the Continent, the elder, when

1 Folkard's " Plant-Lore Legends and Lj'rics," p. 248.

2 Fraser's Magazine, 1S70, p. 591.
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used as a birch, is said to check boys' growth, a pro-

perty ascribed to the knot-grass, as in Beaumont and

rietcher's " Coxcomb " (Act ii. sc. 2)

—

** We want a toy extremely for this function,

Kept under for a year with milk and knot-grass."

The cat-mint, when chewed, created quarrelsomeness, a

property said by the Italians to belong to the rampion.

Occasionally much attention in folk-medicine has

been paid to lucky numbers ; a remedy, in order to

prove efficacious, having to be performed in accord-

ance with certain numerical rules. In Devonshire,

poultices must be made of seven different kinds of

herbs, and a cure for thrush is this :
—" Three rushes

are taken from any running stream, passed separately

through the mouth of the infant, and then thrown

back into the water. As the current bears them away,

so, it is believed, will the thrush leave the child."

Similarly, in Brandenburg, if a person is afflicted with

dizziness, he is recommended to run after sunset, naked,

three times through a field of flax ; after doing so,

the flax will at once " take the dizziness to itself." A
Sussex cure for ague is to eat sage leaves, fasting, nine

mornings in succession ; while Flemish folk-lore en-

joins any one who has the ague to go early in the

morning to an old willow, make three knots in one of

its branches, and say " Good morrow, old one ; I give

thee the cold
;
good morrow, old one." A very com-

mon cure for warts is to tie as many knots on a hair

as there are warts, and to throw the hair away ; while
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an Irish charm is to give the patient nine leaves of

dandelion, three leaves being eaten on three successive

mornings. Indeed, the efficacy of numbers is not con-

fined to any one locality ; and Mr. Folkard ^ mentions

an instance in Cuba where " thirteen cloves of garlic

at the end of a cord, worn round the neck for thirteen

days, are considered a safeguard against jaundice." It

is necessary, however, that the wearer, in the middle

of the night of the thirteenth day, should proceed to

the corner of two streets, take off his garlic necklet,

and, flinging it behind him, run home without turning

round to see what has become of it. Similarly, six

knots of elderwood are employed " in a Yorkshire in-

cantation to ascertain if beasts are dying from witch-

craft." ^ In Thuringia, on the extraction of a tooth,

the person must eat three daisies to be henceforth

free from toothache. In Cornwall^ bramble leaves

are made use of in cases of scalds and inflammatory

diseases. Nine leaves are moistened with spring-

water, and "these are applied to the burned or

diseased parts." While this is being done, for every

bramble leaf the following charm is repeated three

times

—

" There came three angels out of the east,

One Toroiight fire and two brought frost

;

Out fire and in frost,

In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."

1 "Plant-Lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 349.

2 Black's "Folk-medicine," p. 185.

» See Hunt's " Popular Romances of the West of England."
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Of the thousand and one plants used in popular

folk-medicine we can but give a few illustrations, so

numerous are these old cures for the ills to which

flesh is heir. Thus, for deafness, the juice of onion

has been long recommended, and for chilblains, a

Derbyshire cure is to thrash them with holly, while

in some places the juice of the leek mixed with cream

is held in repute. To exterminate warts a host of

plants have been recommended; the juice of the

dandelion being in favour in the Midland counties,

whereas in the North, one has but to hang a snail on

a thorn, and as the poor creature wastes away the

warts will disappear. In Leicestershire the ash is

employed, and in many places the elder is considered

efficacious. Another old remedy is to prick the wart

with a gooseberry thorn passed through a wedding-

ring : and according to a Cornish belief, the first black-

berry seen will banish warts. Watercress laid against

warts was formerly said to drive them away. A rustic

specific for whooping-cough in Hampshire is to drink

new milk out of a cup made of the variegated holly

;

while in Sussex the excrescence found on the briar,

and popularly known as " robin red-breast's cushion,"

is in demand. In consumption and diseases of the

lungs, St. Fabian's nettle, the crocus, the betony,

and horehound, have long been in request, and sea-

southern-wood or mugwort, occasionally corrupted

into "muggons," was once a favourite prescription in

Scotland. A charming girl, whom consumption had

brought to the brink of the grave, was lamented by
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her lover, whereupon a good-natured mermaid sang to

him

—

" Wad ye let the 'bonnie May die in your hand,

And the mugwort flowering i' the land ?

"

Thereupon, tradition says, he administered the juice of

this life-giving plant to his fair lady-love, "who "arose and

blessed the bestower for the return of health." Water in

which peas have been boiled is given for measles, and a

Lincolnshire recipe for cramp is cork worn on the per-

son. A popular cure for ringworm in Scotland is a decoc-

tion of sun-spurge {Uuplwrhia helioscopia), or, as it is

locally termed, " mare's milk." In the West of England

to bite the first fern seen in spring is an antidote for

toothache, and in certain parts of Scotland the root of

the yellow iris chopped up and chewed is said to afford

relief. Some, again, recommend a double hazel-nut to

be carried in the pocket,^ and the elder, as a Danish

cure, has already been noticed.

Various plants were, in days gone by, used for the

bites of mad dogs and to cure hydrophobia. Angelica,

madworts, and several forms of lichens were favourite

remedies. The root of balaustrium, with storax, cypress-

nuts, soot, olive-oil, and wine was the receipt, accord-

ing to Bonaventura, of Cardinal Eichelieu. Among

other popular remedies were beetroot, box leaves, cab-

bage, cucumbers, black currants, digitalis, and euphor-

bia.^ A Eussian remedy was Genista sentoria, and in

Greece rose-leaves were used internally and externally

1 Black's "Fulk-medicine," p. 193.

2 "Rabies or Hydrophobia," T. M. Dolan, 1879, p. 238.
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as a poultice. Horse-radish, crane's-bill, strawberry,

and herb-gerard are old remedies for gout, and in

"Westphalia apple-juice mixed with saffron is adminis-

tered for jaundice ; while an old remedy for boils is

dock-tea. For ague, cinquefoil and yarrow were re-

commended, and tansy leaves are worn in the shoe

by the Sussex peasantry ; and in some places common
groundsel has been much used as a charm. Angelica

was in olden times used as an antidote for poisons.

The juice of the arum was considered good for the

plague, and Gerarde tells us that Henry VIII. was
" wont to drink the distilled water of broom-flowers

against surfeits and diseases thereof arising." An Irish

recipe for sore-throat is a cabbage leaf tied round the

throat, and the juice of cabbage taken with honey was

formerly given as a cure for hoarseness or loss of

voice.-^ Agrimony, too, was once in repute for sore

throats, cancers, and ulcers ; and as far back as the

time of Pliny the almond was given as a remedy for

inebriety. For rheumatism the burdock was in request,

and many of our peasantry keep a potato in their

pocket as charms, some, again, carrying a chestnut,

either begged or stolen. As an antidote for fevers

the carnation was prescribed, and the cowslip, and

the hop, have the reputation of inducing sleep. The
dittany and plantain, like the golden-rod, nicknamed

"wound-weed," have been used for the healing of wounds,

and the application of a dock-leaf for the sting of a

^ Black's "Folk-medicine," p. 193.
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nettle is a well-known cure among our peasantry,

having been embodied in the old familiar adage

—

" Nettle out, dock in

—

Dock remove the nettle-sting,"

of which there are several versions ; as in "Wiltshire,

where the child uses this formula

—

"Out 'ettle

. In dock.

Dock shall ha'a a new smock,

'Ettle zhant

Ha' nauun."

The young tops of the common nettle are still made

by the peasantry into nettle-broth, and, amongst other

directions enjoined in an old Scotch rhyme, it is to be

cut in the month of June, " ere it's in the blume "

—

" Cou' it by the auld wa's,

Cou' it where the sun ne'er fa's,

Stoo it when the day daws,

Gou' the nettle early."

The juice of fumitory is said to clear the sight,

and the kennel-wort was once a popular specific for

the king's-evil. As disinfectants, wormwood and rue

were much in demand ; and hence Tusser says

—

"What savour is better, if physicke be true,

For places infected, than wormwood and rue?

"

Por depression, thyme was recommended, and a

Manx preservative against all kinds of infectious

diseases is ragwort. The illustrations we have given

above show in how many ways plants have been in

demand as popular curatives. And although an



PLANTS IN FOLK-MEDICINE. 299

immense amount of superstition has been interwoven

with folk-medicine, there is a certain amount of truth

in the many remedies which for centuries have been,

with more or less success, employed by the peasantry,

both at home and abroad.



( 30° )

CHAPTEE XXII.

PLANTS AND THEIR LEGENDARY HISTORY.

Many of the legends of the plant-world have been in-

cidentally alluded to in the preceding pages. Whether

we review their mythological history as embodied in

the traditionary stories of primitive times, or turn to

the existing legends of our own and other countries

in modern times, it is clear that the imagination has

at all times bestowed some of its richest and most

beautiful fancies on trees and flowers. Even, too,

the rude and ignorant savage has clothed with grace-

ful conceptions many of the plants which, either for

their grandeur or utility, have attracted his notice.

The old idea, again, of metamorphosis, by which

persons under certain peculiar cases were changed,

into plants, finds a place in many of the modern

plant-legends. Thus there is the well-known story of

the wayside plantain, commonly termed "way-bread,"

which, on account of its so persistently haunting the

track of man, has given rise to the German story that

it was formerly a maiden who, whilst watching by the

wayside for her lover, was transformed into this plant.

But once in seven years it becomes a bird, either
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the cuckoo, or the cuckoo's servant, the "dinnick,"

as it is popularly called in Devonshire, the German
" Wiedhopf " which is said to follow its master every-

where.

This story of the plantain is almost identical with

one told in Germany of the endive or succory. A
patient girl, after waiting day by day for her betrothed

for many a month, at last, worn out with watching,

sank exhausted by the wayside and expired. But

before many days had passed, a little flower with

star-like blossoms sprang up on the spot where the

broken-hearted maiden had breathed her final sigh,

which was henceforth known as the " Wegewarte," the

watcher of the road, Mr. Tolkard quotes an ancient

ballad of Austrian Silesia which recounts how a young

girl mourned for seven years the loss of her lover, who

had fallen in war. But when her friends tried to con-

sole her, and to procure for her another lover, she

replied, " I shall cease to weep only when I become a

wild-flower by the wayside." By the North American

Indians, the plantain or "way-bread" is "the white

man's foot," to which Longfellow, in speaking of the

English settlers, alludes in his " Hiawatha "

—

" Wheresoe'er they move, before them

Swarms the stinging fly, the Alimo,

Swarms the bee, the honey-maker
;

Wheresoe'er they tread, beneath them

Springs a flower unknown among us.

Springs the white man's foot in blossom."

Between certain birds and plants there exists many

curious traditions, as in the case of the nightingale
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and the rose. According to a piece of Persian folk-

lore, whenever the rose is plucked, the nightingale

titters a plaintive cry, because it cannot endure to see

the object of its love injured. In a legend told by

the Persian poet Attar, we are told how all the birds

appeared before Solomon, and complained that they

were unable to sleep from the nightly wailings of the

nightingale. The bird, when questioned as to the

truth of this statement, replied that his love for the

rose was the cause of his grief. Hence this supposed

love of the nightingale for the rose has been frequently

the subject of poetical allusion. Lord Byron speaks of

it in the " Giaour "

—

'
' The rose o'er crag or vale,

Sultana of the nightingale,

The maid for -whom his melody,

His thousand songs are heard on high,

Blooms blushing to her lover's tale,

His queen, the garden queen, his rose,

Unbent by winds, unchilled by snows."

Thackeray, too, has given a pleasing rendering of

this favourite legend

—

" Under the boughs I sat and listened still,

I could not have my fill.

' How comes,' I said, ' such music to his bill?

Tell me for whom he sings so beautiful a trill.'

' Once I was dumb,' then did the bird disclose,

' But looked upon the rose.

And in the garden where the loved one grows,

I straightway did begin sweet music to compose.'
"

Mrs. Browning, in her "Lay of the Early Eose,"
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alludes to this legend, and Moore in his "Lalla

Eookh" asks

—

" Though rich the spot

With every flower this earth has got,

What is it to the nightingale,

If there his darling rose is not ?

"

But the rose is not the only plant for which the

nightingale is said to have a predilection, there being

an old notion that its song is never heard except

where cowslips are to be found in profusion. Expe-

rience, however, only too often proves the inaccuracy

of this assertion. We may also quote the following

note from Yarrell's " British Birds " (4th ed., i. 316) :

—

" Walcott, in his ' Synopsis of British Birds ' (vol. ii.

228), says that the nightingale has been observed to

be met with only where the cowslip grows kindly, and

the assertion receives a partial approval from Montagu;

but whether the statement be true or false, its con-

verse certainly cannot be maintained, for Mr. Watson
gives the cowslip (Primula veris) as found in all the

' provinces ' into which he divides Great Britain, as far

north as Caithness and Shetland, where we know that

the nightingale does not occur." A correspondent of

Hotes and Queries (5th Ser. ix. 492) says that in East

Sussex, on the borders of Kent, " the cowslip is quite

unknown, but nightingales are as common as black-

berries there."

A similar idea exists in connection with hops
;
and,

according to a tradition current in Yorkshire, the night-

ingale made its first appearance in the neighbourhood
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of Doncaster when hops were planted. But this, of

course, is purely imaginary, and in Hargrove's " His-

tory of Knaresborough " (1832) we read: "In the

opposite wood, called Birkans Wood (opposite to the

Abbey House), during the summer evenings, the night-

ingale

—

' Sings darkling, and, in shadiest covert hid,

Tunes her nocturnal lay.'
"

Of the numerous stories connected with the origin

of the mistletoe, one is noticed by Lord Bacon, to the

effect that a certain bird, known as the " missel- bird,"

fed upon a particular kind of seed, which, through its

incapacity to digest, it evacuated whole, whereupon

the seed, falling on the boughs of trees, vegetated

and produced the mistletoe. The magic springwort,

which reveals hidden treasures, has a mysterious con-

nection with the woodpecker, to which we have already

referred. Among further birds which are in some

way or other connected with plants is the eagle, which

plucks the wild lettuce, with the juice of which it

smears its eyes to improve its vision; while the

hawk was supposed, for the same purpose, to pluck

the hawk-bit. Similarly, writes Mr. Folkard,^ pigeons

and doves made use of vervain, which was termed

" pigeon's-grass." Once more, the cuckoo, according

to an old proverbial rhyme, must eat three meals of

cherries before it ceases its song ; and it was formerly

said that orchids sprang from the seed of the thrush

and the blackbird. Further illustrations might be

1 " Plant-Lore Legends and Lyrics."
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added, whereas some of the many plants named after

well-known birds are noticed elsewhere.

An old Alsatian belief tells ns that bats possessed

the power of rendering the eggs of storks unfruitful.

Accordingly, when once a stork's egg was touched by

a bat it became sterile; and in order to preserve it

from the injurious influence, the stork placed in its

nest some branches of the maple, which frightened

away every intruding bat.-^ There is an amusing legend

of the origin of the bramble :—The cormorant was

once a wool merchant. He entered into partnership

with the bramble and the bat, and they freighted a

•large ship with wool. She was wrecked, and the firm

became bankrupt. Since that disaster the bat skulks

about till midnight to avoid his creditors, the cormo-

rant is for ever diving into the deep to discover its

foundered vessel, while the bramble seizes hold of

every passing sheep to make up his loss by stealing

the wool.

Eeturning to the rose, we may quote one or two legen-

dary stories relating to its origin. Thus Sir John Man-

deville tells us how when a holy maiden of Bethlehem,

" blamed with wrong and slandered," was doomed to

death by fire, " she made her prayers to our Lord that

He would help her, as she was not guilty of that sin ;

"

whereupon the fire was suddenly quenched, and the

burning brands became red " roseres," and the brands

that were not kindled became white " roseres " full of

roses. " And these were the first roseres and roses,

^ Folkard'a "Plant Lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 430,

,

U
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both white and red, that ever any man soughte."

Henceforth, says Mr. King,^ the rose became the flower

of martyrs. "It was a basket full of roses that the

martyr Saint Dorothea sent to the notary of Theo-

philus from the garden of Paradise ;
and roses, says the

romance, sprang up all over the field of Eonce-vaux,

where Eoland and the douze pairs had stained the soil

with their blood."

The colour of the rose has been explained by various

legends, the Turks attributing its red colour to the

blood of Mohammed. Herrick, referring to one of the

old classic stories of its divine origin, writes :

—

" 'Tis said, as Cupid danced among the gods, he down the

nectar flung,

Which, on the white rose being shed, made it for ever

after red.''

A pretty origin has been assigned to the moss-rose

(
Rosa museosa) :—" The angel who takes care of flowers,

and sprinkles upon them the dew in the still night,

slumbered on a spring day in the shade of a rose-

bush, and when she awoke she said, ' Most beautiful

of my children, I thank thee for thy refreshing odour

and cooling shade; could you now ask any favour,

how willingly would I grant itl' 'Adorn me then

with a new charm,' said the spirit of the rose-bush

;

and the angel adorned the loveliest of flowers with the

simple moss."

A further Eoumanian legend gives another poetic

account of the rose's origin. " It is early morning, and a

1 "Sacred Trees and Flowers," Quarterly Review, cxiv. 239.
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young princess comes down into her garden to bathe in

the silver waves of the sea. The transparent whiteness

of her complexion is seen through the slight veil

which covers it, and shines through the blue waves

like the morning star in the azure sky. She springs

into the sea, and mingles with the silvery rays of the

sun, which sparkle on the dimples of the laughing

waves. The sun stands still to gaze upon her; he

covers her with kisses, and forgets his duty. Once,

twice, thrice has the night advanced to take her

sceptre and reign over the world ; twice had she

found the sun upon her way. Since that day the

lord of the universe has changed the princess into a

rose ; and this is why the rose always hangs her head

and blushes when the sun gazes on her." There are

a variety of rose-legends of this kind in different

countries, the universal popularity of this favourite

blossom having from the earliest times made it justly

in repute ; and according to the Hindoo mythologists,

Pagoda Sin, one of the wives of Vishnu, was dis-

covered in a rose—a not inappropriate locality.

Like the rose, many plants have been extensively

associated with sacred legendary lore, a circumstance

which frequently explains their origin. A pretty legend,

for instance, tells us how an angel was sent to console

Eve when mourning over the barren earth. ISTow, no

flower grew in Eden, and the driving snow kept falling

to form a pall for earth's untimely funeral after the fall

of man. But as the angel spoke, he caught a flake of

falling snow, breathed on it, and bade it take a form.
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and bud and blow. Ere it reached the ground it had

turned into a beautiful flower, which Eve prized more

than all the other fair plants in Paradise; for the angel

said to her

—

" This is aa earnest, Eve, to tliee,

That sun and summer soon shall be."

The angel's mission ended, he departed, but where

he had stood a ring of snowdrops formed a lovely

posy.

This legend reminds us of one told by the poet

Shiraz, respecting the origin of the forget-me-not :

—

" It was in the golden morning of the early world,

when an angel sat weeping outside the closed gates of

Eden. He had fallen from his high estate through

loving a daughter of earth, nor was he permitted to

enter again until she whom he loved had planted the

flowers of the forget-me-not in every corner of the

world. He returned to earth and assisted her, and

they went hand in hand over the world planting

the forget-me-not. When their task was ended, they

entered Paradise together ; for the fair woman, with-

out tasting the bitterness of death, became immortal

like the angel, whose love her beauty had won, when

she sat by the river twining the forget-me-not in her

hair." This is a more poetic legend than the familiar

one given in Mill's "History of Chivahy," which tells

how the lover, when trying to pick some blossoms of the

myosotis for his lady-love, was drowned, his last words

as he threw the flowers on the bank being "Forget
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me not." Another legend, already noticed, would

associate it with the magic spring-wort, which re-

vealed treasure-caves hidden in the mountains. The

traveller enters such an opening, but after filling his

pockets with gold, pays no heed to the fairy's voice,

"i'orget not the best," i.e., the spring-wort, and is

severed in twain by the mountain clashing together.

In speaking of the various beliefs relative to plant

life in a previous chapter, we have enumerated some

of the legends which would trace the origin of many
plants to the shedding of human blood, a belief which

is a distinct survival of a very primitive form of belief,

and enters very largely into the stories told in classical

mythology. The dwarf elder is said to grow where

blood has been shed, and it is nicknamed in Wales
" Plant of the blood of man," with which may be com-

pared its English name of " death-wort." It is much
associated in this country with the Danes, and tradi-

tion says that wherever their blood was shed in battle,

this plant afterwards sprang up; hence its names

of Dane-wort, Dane-weed, or Dane's-blood. One of

the beU-fiower tribe, the clustered bell-flower, has a

similar legend attached to it; and according to Miss

Pratt, "in the village of Bartlow there are four re-

markable hills, supposed to have been thrown up by

the Danes as monumental memorials of the battle

fought in 1006 between Canute and Edmund Iron-

side. Some years ago the clustered bell-flower was

largely scattered about these mounds, the presence of

which the cottagers attributed to its having sprung from
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the Dane's blood," under which name the flower was

known in the neighbourhood.

The rose-coloured lotus or melilot is, from the

legend, said to have been sprung from the blood of

a lion slain by the Emperor Adrian
;
and, in short,

folk-lore is rich in stories of this kind. Some legends

are of a more romantic kind, as that which explains

the origin of the wallflower, known in Palestine as the

" blood-drops of Christ." In bygone days a castle

stood near the river Tweed, in which a fair maiden was

kept prisoner, having plighted her troth and given her

affection to a young heir of a hostile clan. But blood

bavins been shed between the chiefs on either side, the

deadly hatred thus engendered forbade all thoughts

of a union. The lover tried various stratagems to

obtain his fair one, and at last succeeded in gaining

admission attired as a wandering troubadour, and even-

tually arranged that she should effect her escape, while

he awaited her arrival with an armed force. But this

plan, as told by Herrick, was unsuccessful :

—

" Up she got upon a wall,

Attempted down to slide withal

;

But the sillven twist untied,

She fell, and, bruised, she died.

Love, in pity to the deed,

And her loving luckless speed,

TAvined her to this plant we call

Now the 'flower of the wall.'
"

The tea-tree in China, from its marked effect on

the human constitution, has long been an agent of

superstition, and been associated with the following
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legend, quoted by Schleiden. It seems that a devout

and pious hermit having, much against his will, been

overtaken by sleep in the course of his watchings and

prayers, so that his eyelids had closed, tore them from

his eyes and threw them on the ground in holy wrath.

But his act did not escape the notice of a certain god,

who caused a tea-shrub to spring out from them, the

leaves of which exhibit " the form of an eyelid bor-

dered with lashes, and possess the gift of hindering

sleep." Sir George Temple, in his " Excursions in the

Mediterranean," mentions a legend relative to the

origin of the geranium. It is said that the prophet

Mohammed having one day washed his shirt, threw it

upon a mallow plant to dry ; but when it was after-

wards taken away, its sacred contact with the mallow

was found to have changed the plant into a fine gera-

nium, which now for the first time came into existence.
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CHAPTEE XXIII.

MYSTIC PLANTS.

The mystic character and history of certain plants meet

us in every age and country. The gradual evolution

of these curious plants of belief must, no doubt, partly

be ascribed to their mythical origin, and in many cases

to their sacred associations
;
while, in some instances,

it is not surprising that "any plant which produced

a marked effect upon the human constitution should

become an object of superstition." ^ A further reason

why sundry plants acquired a mystic notoriety was

their peculiar manner of growth, which, through not

being understood by early botanists, caused them to be

invested with mystery. Hence a variety of combina-

tions have produced those mystic properties of trees

and flowers which have inspired them with such super-

stitious veneration in our own and other countries.

According to Mr. Conway, the apple, of all fruits,

seems to have had the widest and most mystical

history. Thus, "Aphrodite bears it in her hand as

well as Eve ; the serpent guards it, the dragon

watches it. It is the healing fruit of the Arabian

^ Fraser's Magazine 1S70, p. 709-
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tribes. Azrael, the Angel of Death, accomplishes his

mission by holding it to the nostrils, and in the prose

Edda it is written, ' Iduna keeps in a box apples

which the gods, when they feel old age approaching,

have only to taste to become young again.' " Indeed,

the legendary mythical lore connected with the apple

is most extensive, a circumstance which fully explains

its mystic character. Further, as Mr. Tolkard points

out,^ in the popular tales of all countries the apple

is represented as the principal magical fruit, in sup-

port of which he gives several interesting illustrations.

Thus, " in the German folk-tale of ' The Man of Iron,'

a princess throws a golden apple as a prize, which the

hero catches three times, and carries off and wins,"

And in a Trench tale " a singing apple is one of the

marvels which Princess Belle-Etoile and her brothers

and her cousin bring from the end of the world." The

apple figures in many an Italian tale, and holds a pro-

minent place in the Hungarian story of the Iron

Ladislas.^ But many of these so-called mystic trees

and plants have been mentioned in the preceding pages

in their association with lightning, witchcraft, demon-

ology, and other branches of folk-lore, although nume-

rous other curious instances are worthy of notice, some

of which are collected together in the present chapter.

Thus the nettle and milfoil, when carried about the

person, were believed to drive away fear, and were,

on this account, frequently worn in time of danger.

^ "Plant Lore Legends and Lyrics," p. 224.

See Miss Busk's " Folk-lore of Rome."
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The laurel preserved from misfortune, and in olden

times we are told how the superstitious man, to be free

from every chance of ill-luck, was wont to carry a bay

leaf in his mouth from morning till night.

One of the remarkable virtues of the fruit of the

balm was its prolonging the lives of those who par-

took of it to four or five hundred years, and Albertus

Magnus, summing up the mystic qualities of the helio-

trope, gives this piece of advice :
—

" Gather it in August,

wrap it in a bay leaf with a wolf's tooth, and it will,

if placed under the pillow, show a man who has been

robbed where are his goods, and who has taken them.

Also, if placed in a church, it will keep fixed in their

places all the women present who have broken their

marriage vow." It was formerly supposed that the

cucumber had the power of killing by its great cold-

ness, and the larch was considered impenetrable by fire

;

Evelyn describing it as " a goodly tree, which is of so

strange a composition that 'twill hardly burn."

In addition to guarding the homestead from ill, the

hellebore was regarded as a wonderful antidote against

madness, and as such is spoken of by Burton, who

introduces it among the emblems of his frontispiece,

in his " Anatomie of Melancholy :

"

—

" Borage and hellebore fill two scenes,

Sovereign plants to purge tlie veins

Of melancholy, and cheer the heart

Of those hlack fumes which make it smart

;

To clear the brain of misty fogs,

Which dull our senses and Soul clogs
;

The best medicine that e'er God made

For this malady, if well assay'd."
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But, as it has been observed, our forefathers, in strew-

ing their floors with this plant, were introducing a real

evil into their houses, instead of an imaginary one, the

perfume having been considered highly pernicious to

health.

In the many curious tales related of the mystic

henbane may be quoted one noticed by Gerarde, who

says :
" The root boiled with vinegar, and the same

holden hot in the mouth, easeth the pain of the teeth.

The seed is used by mountebank tooth-drawers, which

run about the country, to cause worms to come

forth of the teeth, by burning it in a chafing-dish of

coles, the party holding his mouth over the fume

thereof; but some crafty companions, to gain money,

convey small lute-strings iuto the water, persuading

the patient that those small creepers came out of his

mouth or other parts which he intended to cure."

Shakespeare, it may be remembered, alludes to this

superstition in " Much Ado About Nothing " (Act iii.

sc. 2), where Leouato reproaches Don Pedro for sigh-

incf for the toothache, which he adds " is but a tumour

or a worm." The notion is still current in Glermany,

where the following incantation is employed :

—

" Pear tree, I complain to thee

Three worms sting me."

The henbane, too, according to a German belief, is

said to attract rain, and in olden times was thought

to produce sterility. Some critics have suggested

that it is the plant referred to in "Macbeth" by

Banquo (Act i. sc. 3) :

—
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" Have we eaten of the insane root

That takes the reason prisoner ?

"

although others think it is the hemlock. Anyhow, the

henbane has long been in repute as a plant possessed

of mysterious attributes, and Douce quotes the sub-

joined passage :
—

" Henbane, called insana, mad, for

the use thereof is perillous, for if it be eate or dronke,

it breedeth madness, or slowe lykeness of sleepe." In

days gone by, when the mandrake was an object of

superstitious veneration by reason of its supernatural

character, the Germans made little idols of its root,

which were consulted as oracles. Indeed, so much

credence was attached to these images, that they were

manufactured in very large quantities for exportation

to various other countries, and realised good prices.

Oftentimes substituted for the mandrake was the briony,

which designing people sold at a good profit. Gerarde

informs us " how the idle drones, that have little or

nothing to do but eat and drink, have bestowed some

of their time in carving the roots of briony, forming

them to the shape of men and women, which falsifying

practice hath confirmed the error amongst the simple

and unlearned people, who have taken them upon their

report to be the true mandrakes." Oftentimes, too,

the root of the briony was trained to grow into certain

eccentric shapes, which were used as charms. Speak-

ing of the mandrake, we may note that in France it

was regarded as a species of elf, and nicknamed onain

de gloire ; in connection with which Saint-Palaye

describes a curious superstition :
—

" When I asked a
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peasant one day why he was gathering mistletoe, he

told me that at the foot of the oaks on which the

mistletoe grew he had a mandrake ; that this mandrake

had lived in the earth from whence the mistletoe sprang
;

that he was a kind of mole ; that he who found him

was obliged to give him food—bread, meat, and some

other nourishment ; and that he who had once given

him food was obliged to give it every day, and in the

same quantity, without which the mandrake would

assuredly cause the forgetful one to die. Two of his

countrymen, whom he named to me, had, he said, lost

their lives
;

but, as a recompense, this main de gloire

returned on the morrow double what he had received

the previous day. If one paid cash for the main de

gloire's food one day, he would find double the amount

the following, and so with anything else. A certain

countryman, whom he mentioned as still living, and

who had become very rich, was believed to have owed

his wealth to the fact that he had found one of these

mains de gloire." Many other equally curious stories

are told of the mandrake, a plant which, for its mystic

qualities, has perhaps been unsurpassed ; and it is no

wonder that it was a dread object of superstitious

fear, for Moore, speaking of its appearance, says

—

" Such rank and deadly lustre dwells,

As in those hellish fires that light

The mandrake's charnel leaves at night."

But these mandrake fables are mostly of foreign

extraction and of very ancient date. Dr. Daubeny,

in his " Eoman Husbandry," has given a curious draw-
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ing from the Vienna MS. of Dioscorides in the fifth

century, representing the Goddess of Discovery pre-

senting to Dioscorides the root of the mandrake (of

thoroughly human shape), which she has just pulled up,

while the unfortunate dog which had been employed

for that purpose is depicted in the agonies of death.

Basil, writes Lord Bacon in his " Natural History,"

if exposed too much to the sun, changes into wild

thyme ; and a Bavarian piece of folk-lore tells us that

the person who, during an eclipse of the sun, throws

an offering of palm with crumbs on the fire, will never

be harmed by the sun. In Hesse, it is affirmed that

with knots tied in willow one may slay a distant

enemy ; and according to a belief current in Iceland,

the Caltha palustris, if taken with certain ceremonies

and carried about, will prevent the bearer from having

an angry word spoken to him. The virtues of the

dittany were famous as far back as Plutarch's time,

and Gerarde speaks of its marvellous efficacy in draw-

ing forth splinters of wood, &c., and in the healing

of wounds, especially those "made with envenomed

weapons, arrows shot out of guns, and such like."

Then there is the old tradition to the effect that

if boughs of oak be put into the earth, they will bring

forth wild vines ; and among the supernatural qualities

of the holly recorded by Pliny, we are told that its

flowers cause water to freeze, that it repels lightning,

and that if a staff of its wood be thrown at any animal,

even if it fall short of touching it, the animal will be

so subdued by its influence as to return and lie down
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by it. Speaking, too, of the virtues of the peony, he

thus writes :
—

" It hath been long received, and con-

firmed by divers trials, that the root of the male

peony dried, tied to the necke, doth helpe the falling

sickness, and likewise the incubus, which we call the

mare. The cause of both these diseases, and especially

of the epilepsie from the stomach, is the grossness of

the vapours, which rise and enter into the cells of the

brain, and therefore the working is by extreme and

subtle alternation which that simple hath." Worn

as an amulet, the peony was a popular preservative

against enchantment.
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Betony, virtues of, 292, 295
Bindweed, weather-lore of, 124
Birch, in dreams, 106

its name, i65
the dwarf, sacred associations,

257
Bitter-weed, 174
Blackberries, superstitions relating

to, 73-4, 295

X



322 INDEX.

Bleeding-nun, 251
Bleeding-tree, 194
Blood, flowers spring from, 14-16,

309
of St. Jolin, 253
drops of Christ, 256, 310
root, named tormentil, 214

Blooming-fern, 277
Blow-balls, 237
Blue-bell, ill-lack of, 275
Bo-tree, 246
Box, in dreams, 107

supplies wood of cross, 257
at Whitsuntide, 225

Box-thorn, supplies crown of thorn,

256
Bramble, in dreams, 108

crown of thorns made of, 256
in folk-medicine, 294
legend respecting, 305

Briar, in dreams, 108

Briony, used by witches, 64
Broom, weather-lore of, 117

ill-luck of, 274
in witchcraft, 56

Bulrush, sacred associations, 257
Burdock, cure for rheumatism, 297
Butter and eggs, 173

Cabbage, infants fetched from,

26-7
stalks, 80
in folk-medicine, 297

Calendar, plants and the, 216-32

Camomile, proverbs of, 141

Campanula, sacred associations, 249
Candlemas Day, 116, 217, 251

Canterbury bells, 252
Carob-tree, Judas hanged himself

on, 259
Carnations, for fevers, 297

a funeral flower, 158

Carrot, in love charms, 101

Cat, prefix in plant names, 169

Cashew-tree, supplies crown of

thorns, 256
Catherine-pear, 232
Catmint, and cats, 264

Cedar, supplied wood of cross, 257
Centaury, divination by, 96

properties of, 291

Ceremonial use of plants, 145-62

Chaba's salve, 278
Cheeses, 234
Cherry-tree, unlucky in dreams,

107, no

Cherry-tree, and weather-lore, 118

sacred to Virgin, 252
superstitions connected with,

286
proverbs of, 130
legends relating to, 260

Chestnut, for rheumatism, 297
Chickweed, weather-lore of, 122

Children's games with plants, 233-
242

Christ, as a prefix in plant names,
172

thorn, 256
Christmas, in, 115, 232

Eve, 100
Cloth of gold, name of Selago, 197
Clover, in dreams, 107

and weather, 122

charms, 92
to live in, 141

Club-moss, in folk-medicine, 283
Cob-nuts, 236
Cocoa-nuts, 115
Colt's-foot, and weather, 122

Columbine, 263
Consumption, cure for, 282, 295
Convolvulus, dedicated to Virgin,

252
and weather, 122

Cork, in folk-medicine, 296
Corn, in divination, no

stalks at death, 159
wolf, 3

Corpus Christi Day flowers, 228

Cow, prefix in plant names, 169-70

Cowslip, 251
in folk-medicine, 297
and nightingale, 303

Crab, proverbs of, 133
Cress, productive of wit, 142

Crocus, inspires love, loi

ill-luck of, 276
cure for consumption, 295
and St. Valentine, 218

Cuckoo, in plant names, 173
superstition relating to, 304

Cucumber, in dreams, 107
proverbs of, 133
in folk-medicine, 296

Cumin seed, mystic properties of,

lOI

Currant, in dreams, 106

sacred associations, 253
Cyclamen, in love matters, loi

Cypress, unlucky in dreams, 107

at Christmas, 254
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Cypress, supplied wood of cross, 257
at funerals, 160

Daffodils, and weather, 120

ominous, 276
game witli, 239

Daisy, in love charms, 94
and weather, 117
in dreams, 109
in folk-medicine, 294
its name, 228

Dandelion, origin of name, 164
and weather, 122-3
unlucky in dreams, 107

Dane-weed, 15
Datura sanguinea, promotes pro-

phetic dreams, 103
David's-harp, 174
Dead, crowned with flowers, 159

Sea fruit, 193
Death-come-quicldy, 275
Death-flowers, 13, 158
Demonology, plants in, 71-79
Deodar, sacred tree, 246
Devil, plants of, 72, 74-6, 78

prefix in plant names, 172
in-a-hush, 76

Dittany, virtues of, 318
Divining-rod, 265-71, 287
Dock-leaves, 297-8
Dog, prefix in plant names, 169

wood, mystic properties, 227
Dragon, as a prefix, 171

tree, 248
Dream-plants, 103-13
Dudder-grass, 275

Eastertide, 220-22
Easter Saturday fire, 53
Edelweiss, worn hy Swiss maidens,

Elder, in folk-medicine, 288
proverbs of, 130
in dreams, 107
and weatlier-lore, 120
mystic properties of, 292-3
in witchcraft, 58, 62
Judas hangs himself on, 259
wreaths on Good Friday, 221
dwarf, legend regarding, 309

Elf-lock, antidote for, 77
Elm, and weather, 119
Endive, as a love-philtre, loi

a weather-clock, 123
legend of, 301

Euphrasy, 203-4
Exorcism, plants used in, 77

Fabulous plants, 188-200
Fair maid of February, 251
Fairy-lore, 80-91

rings, 85-6
FaU of leaf, 117
Fennel, unlucky, 140

virtues of, 290
Fern, and the weather, 120-1

in folk-medicine, 296
seed, 207-8

Fig, sacred associations of, 254
Judas hangs himself ou, 26a
proverbs, 131
in dream-lore, 107

Figwort, health properties of, 291
Fir-tree, superstitions relating to,

273
Fire-leaves, 173
Flax, divination by, 98

omens from, 279
health-giving properties, 279

Flea, prefix in plant names, 172
Fleur-de-lis, 251

origin of name, 164-5
Flower of paradise, 247

sermons, 225
Flowers out of season, unlucky,

109, 142
Flowering-rod, sacred associations,

249
Folk-medicine, plants in, 281-99
Forget-me-not, legends resx^ecting,

308
Frau-rose, 248
Freyja's hair, 248
Fuchsia, 167
Fuller's teazle, and weather, 122
Fumitory, mystic properties of,

291, 298

Games with flowers, 233-42
Garlands, on festive occasions,

147-9.
Garlic, in dreams, 110

in folk-medicine, 294
symbol of abundance, 227

Gethsemane, 256
Gillyflower, 241
Gin-seng, 204
Glastonbury thorn, 195
Goat's beard, in floral clock, 123
God, prefix in plant names, 172
Golden rod, in folk-medicine, 297
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Golden rod, discovers treasures,

270
Good Friday, 221
Gorse, proverb relating to, 142
Goslins, 237
Gossamer, in fairy-lore, 82
Gout, cure for, 288, 297
Grape, in dream-lore, 107
Grass, proverbs relating to, 138-9

and weather, 120
in dreams, in

Grass-wolf, 3
Great candlestick, lyobnis so
named, 253

Groaning-tree, 200
Ground ivy, in witchcraft, 56
Groundsel, sacred associations, 249

in folk-medicine, 297

Habitation-tkee, 7
Hag-taper, 64
Hallowe'en, 99, in
Hamadryads, 6, 49, 89
Haunted trees, 7
Hawthorn, and the weather, 117-18

mystic properties of, 291
worn by Grecian bride, 152

Hazel, for divining-rod, 266
Heart's-ease, names of, 173
Hellebore, mystic properties, 314
Hemlock, in folk-medicine, 291,

316
Hemp, unlucky to dream of, 107

seed charms, 92, 97, 227
Hen and chickens, 173
Henbane, mystic properties, 315
Holes in trees, superstitions con-
nected with, 4-6

Holly, S3, 254, 318
in folk-medicine, 295
at Roman weddings, 152

Holy-herb, name of vervain, 285
Holy Cross Day, 231
Honesty, the purple, 279
Hops, 116, 297

proverbs of, 135
and nightingale, 303-4

Horse, prefix in plant names, 168

House-leek, divination by, 98
superstition relating to, 271

Hydrophobia, cures for, 296
Hyssop composed crown of thorns,

256

Insanity, cure for, 284
Invisibility, 61, 62, 207-8

Iris, dedicated to Virgin, 252
Ivy, proverbs of, 135

Jasmine, in dreams, 106
Jaundice, cures for, 213, 297
Joseph's staff, 249
Judas-tree, 57
Juniper, in dreams, no

Key-flower, the, 51, 82, 196
King Laurin, lord of the rose-

garden, 83
Knot-grass, checks growth, 293

Lady's candlestick, 251
cushion, 251
looking-glass, 251
milk sile, 249
navel, 250
nightcap, 252
seal, 251
thimble, 252
white petticoat, 175
mantle, restores feminine

beauty, 290-1
Laurel, divination by, 96

in dreams, 106
Lavender, "laid up in," 141

customs relating to, 141-2
on St. Barnabas' Day, 225

Leeks, 143
and St. David's Day, 218

Legendary history of plants, 300-n
Lightning plants, 41-54
Lilac, its name, 166
Lily, token of innocence, 12

in dreams, 106

white, dedicated to Virgin,

249, 252
lent, 220

Lily of the valley, 14
Virgin's tears, 250
unlucky to plant, 272
gathered at AVhitsuntide, 225

Little staff of St. Joseph, 249
Live-long, divination by, 98
Lotus, 244-5, 310
Love-charms, 92-102

flower, 165
iu-a-mist, 76
philtres, 101

Lucky numbers, iu folk-medicine,

293-4

Maidenhair, 244
sacred to Virgin, 248, 250
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Maidenhair, superstitions relating

to, 75
in witchcraft, 56

Male fern, as philtre, loi

Mallow, promotes love, 102

health properties of, 143
Mandrake, 15, 81, loi, 198, 316-

in folk-medicine, 289
for amulets, 289
mystic powers, 271

Maple, curious belief respecting,

305
Marigold, divination by, 95

unlucky flower, 276
in dreams, 168

and weather-lore of, 122

Marjoram, at Roman and Grecian
weddings, 152

Maybud, 250
May's hand, 77
May-day garlands, 146, 223
May dew, 86
Michaelmas, 199
Mid-Lent Sunday, 220
Midsummer, 105, in, 116, 227, 279

Eve, 85, 97-8, 205
men, 98

Milfoil, in love-charms, 106
mystic properties of, 313

Mistletoe, in folk-medicine, 288-9
its legendary history, 304
superstitions relating to, 49
antidote for poisons, 52
supplies wood of cross, 257

Mistletoe-thrush, 48
Moon, in agricultural operations,

I 14-16
in folk-medicine, 282
wane of, 114-16

Moon-daisy, 208, 230
Moon-plant, 245
Moonwort, in witchcraft, 64

its mystic powers, 196, 208, 264
Moss-people, 89

rose, in love divinations, 98-9
legend respecting, 306

Mother-die, 275
rose, 248

Mountain-ash, 277
Mournful widow, 175
Mugwort, produces dreams, in

in folk-medicine, 286, 295
mystic properties of, 292

Mulberry-tree, weather-lore of, 120
Mullein, in witchcraft, 64

Myrtle, preserves love, 102
ill-luck attaching to, 271
curious notions respecting, 272
at funerals, 157
composes German bridal
wreath, 153

Mystic plants, 312-20

Narcissus, 244
dedicated to Virgin, 253

Neck-roses, 83
Nettle, proverbs, 135

in folk-medicine, 211, 298
mystic properties, 313
preserves from lightning, 53

New Year's Day, ni, 216
Nightingale and the rose, 301-3
Nightshade, used by witches, 63
Nipplewort, and weather, 124
Nixes, 90
Nuts, divination by, 97

in dreams, 108
mystic properties of, 277
scattered at weddings in Italy,

153

Oak, legendary lore of, 244
in folk-medicine, 288
in dreams, 107, 108
and weather, 119
superstitions relating to, 49-

50, 195
Old wife's darning needles, 175
Oleander, sacred associations, 249
Olionker tree, 238
Olive, preserves from lightning, 53

in dreams, 106
Onion, in folk-medicine, 295

supplied wood of cross, 257
in love charms, 100
in dreams, 107, 109
and weather, 119

Orpine, divination by, 98
preserves from lightning, 54

OurLady, plants of, 77, 248-9, 250-1

Palasa-teee, 43
Palm Sunday, 220
Palm-tree, legends of, 247, 255

in dreams, 106
supplied wood of cross, 257

Parsley, unlucky, 107-8, 140
in demonology, 72
never given away, 140
tombs strewn with, 141

proverbs of, 139-40
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Parsle3'-bed, infants from, 26-7I
Passion-flower, sacred associations,

230, 258-9
Peach-tree, for divining-rod, 265

Chinese emblem of bride, 154
Pear, in dreams, 106, 108
Peas, proverbs of, 131

in folk-medicine, 296
Peascod wooing, 96
Pease-straw, rubbing with, 97
Peepul-tree, 246
Peony, 284, 318
Periwinkle, inspires love, loi

Pig, prefix in plant names, 170
Pigeon's grass, 304
Pimpernel, weather-lore of, 122

Pine, legends of, 244, 254
supplies wood of cross, 251
Tyrolese marriage custom, 154
mystic properties, 227

Pink, 158, 244
Pixey-led, 81

stools, 87
Plant language, 176-87

life, 1-17
names, 163-75
superstitions, 262-80
worship, 28-40
of the blood of man, 309

Plantain, produces dreams, iii

its name, 166
in folk-medicine, 297
legends of, 300-1

Plants, withering of, unlucky, 272
Plum, unlucky in dreams, 107

proverbs of, 141
pudding, 175

Poisons, antidote for, 297
Pomegranate, in dreams, 107

traditions relating to, 247
Poplar, supplies wood of cross,

257
Poppy, divination by, 95

legends of, 244
the horned, used by witches,

64
Potato, nicknames of, 173-4

in folk-medicine, 297
proverbs of, 132

Primitive notions about plants,

18-27
Primrose, divination by, 95

superstitions relating to, 273
Proverbs of plants, 128-44
Purslane, inspires love, loi

and weather, 124

QUAKING-GKASS, 215
Quince, eaten by Grecian bride,

152

Rabbit, as a prefix, 167
Kadish, the wild, usedby witches,63
Eagwort, used by witches for locu-

motion, 60
Raspberry, in dreams, 107
Ribwort plantain, divination by,

95, 236
Rogation Week, 222
Rosary, the, 249
Rose, legends of, 256, 305-6

dedicated to Virgin, 249
ill-luck attached to, 274
proverbs of the, 139
in dreams, 106
in love-divinations, 97, 99
and nightingale, 300-3
in folk-medicine, 296-7
a funeral flower, 158
fade on St. Mary Magdalene's
Day, 229

Rose-apple, 249
of Jericho, 254

Rosemary, in love charms, 97, 100
virtues of, 290
proverbs of, 141
at funerals, 160
composed bridal crown, 154

Rue, proverbs of, 143
in folk-medicine, 298
in witchcraft, 56

Rye-wolf, 3, 73

Sacked plants, 243-61
.Saffron, proverbs of, 139
Sage, health-properties of, 143, 293

planted on graves, 160

Sainfoin, sacred associations of, 253
St. Agues live, 100, 217

Barbara, 261

Barnabas Dny, 225
Bartholomew's Day, 230
Benedict's herb, 186

Catherine, 231
Cecilia, 231
Christopher, 230
David's Day, 121

Dorothy, 261
Dunstanaudtheapple-trees,74
Fabian's nettle, 295
Faine, 216
George's Day, 223
Hilary, 261
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St. Ignatius, 261
James's wort, 260, 286
Jerome, 231
John's bread, 253
John's girdle, 253
John's wort, 53, 84, 62, 286
Luke's Day, in, 113, 231
Margaret's Day, 229
Mary Magdalene, 229
Mark's Eve, 97
Patrick, 218-9
Peter's wort, 260
Simon, 231
Swithin's Day, 228
Valentine's Day, 97, in
Vincent's Day, 217

Sandwort, and weather, 124
Satan's hand, 75, 77
Saxifrage, mystic properties of, 205,
278
nicknames of, 173

Scent of plants, 17, 280
Scorpion, prefix in plant names,

171
.

Sensitive plants, 16, 17
Sesame, 196
Serpents, plants antagonistic to,

78-79
attracted by certain plants, 79

Shamrock and St. Patrick, 21S-9
Shrove Tuesday, 116
Signatures, doctrine of, 172, 201-15
Sloe-tree and weather, 119
Snails, superstition relating to, 295
Smoke of the lady, 251
Snake, in plant names, 171
Snapdragon, mystic properties of,

279
Sneezewort, 175
Snow-on-the-mountain, 174

in-summer, 174
at Candlemas, 217

Snowdrop, unlucky, 274
legend respecting, 307-8

Soma, 23-24, 24s
Sops in wine, 154
Soul, in form of a flower, 12-13
Sow, as a prefix in plant names,

170
Sow-thistle, 254, 263
Speedwell, sacred associations, 258
Spittle of .stars, 175
Springwort, the mystic, 50-51, 304
Springwurzel, 197
Star of Bethlehem, 253

of the earth, 286

Stichios, a species of spirit, 8
Strawberry, in fairy lore, 88, 252
Suicides, in trees, 12
Sun-dew, 175

flower, and the sun, 123
spurge, cure for ringworm,
296

Swallow-wort, 264
Sweet-william, its name, 229

Talismans, 10, 50
Tamarisk, Judas hangs himself on,

259
Tansy, properties of, 291
Tewkesbury mustard, 135
Thistle, divination by, 93, 96

in dreams, 106, no
Thorn, cure for prick of, 285

proverbs, 131
in dreams, 106

Thyme, sacred associations, 249
in love-divination, 100
in folk-medicine, 298
in fairy-lore, 85

Toad, prefix in plant names, 171
Tobacco, 104
Toothache, 212, 288, 315
Torch-fir, luck of, 276 ^
Totemism, 29-30
Transmigration, 10-12
Tree-descent, 18-22, 25

of life, 22-24
of the universe, 18
souls, 2-4
worship, 28-40

Trinity Sunday flowers, 226
Tulip, its name, 166
Tumour, cure for, 282

Valerian, and cats, 264
Venus's comb, 249
Verbena, composed Roman bridal

wreath, 153
Vervain, for love-philtres, loi, 152

in folk-medicine, 282, 285
used by witches, 56
wreath of, given to German

bride, 152
Vetch, proverb relating to, 141
Village-tree, 21
Vine, in dreams, no
Violet, legends of, 244

unlucky, 274
in dreams, no

Virgin Mary's nut, 252
Virgin's bower, 253
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"Wallflower, legendary origin of,

310
Walnuts, proverbs of, 134

and the weather, 118

in dreams, 107
preserves from lightning, 53

Walpurgis Night, 73
AVanderiug Jew, the, 50
Warts, cure for, 289, 293-5
Wassailing, 39
Water-fairies, 90
Water-lily, antidote to love-phil-

tres, 102

Weather and plants, 114-27
Weddings, flowers at, 151-5
Weeds, proverbs relating to, 129

White flowers, in dreams, 106

thorn composed crown of

thorns, 256
AVhitsuntide flowers, 224-5
Willow, emblem of sadness, 134

proverbs of, 134, 136

AVillow, mystic properties of, 318
Witchcraft, plants iu, 55-70
Wolf, prefix iu plant names, 171
Woodbine, in witchcraft, 64
Woodpecker, 50, 197, 304
AVood-people, 89
Woodroof, sacred associations of,

249
Wormwood, legends of, 248

in dreams, 106

in folk-medicine, 298

Yaeeow, in love-charms, 104-5.

in folk-medicine, 297
Yellow floweis, fairy antipathy to,

83
in dreams, 109, 110

Yew, worn W rejected lovers,

161

at funerals, 160, 161.

in dreams, 110

Yggdrasil, 18-20, 22, 24

THE END.
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7s. 6d. each; cases for binding Vols., 23,

each.

Belgravia Holiday Number,
published Annually in July ; and Bel-

gravia Annual, published Annually in

November. Each Complete in itself.

Demy 8vo, with Illustrations, Is. each .

Bennett(W.C.,LL.D.),Works by:
Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. each,

A Ballad History of England.
Songs for Sailors.

Besant (Walter) and James
Rice, Novels by. Crown 8vo, cloth

extra, 3s. 6d. each ; post 8vo, illust

boards, 2s. each; cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

each.

Ready-Money Mortiboy.
With Harp and Ci'own.
This Son of Vulcan.
My Little Girl.

The Case of Mr. Luorafl.
The Golden Butterfly.

By Celia's Arbour.
The Monks of Thelcma.
'Twas in Trafalgar's Bay.
The Seamy Side.

The Ten Years' Tenant.
The Chaplain of the Fleet.
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Besant (Walter), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each

;

post 8vo, illust. boards, 2s. each

;

cloth limp, 2s. 6d. each.

All Sorts and Conditions of Men:
An Impossible Story. With Illustra-

tions by Fred. Barnard.

The Captains' Room, &c. With
Frontispiece by E. J. Wheeler.

All In a Garden Fair. With 6 Illus-

trations by Harry Furniss.

Dorothy Forster. With Frontispiece
by Charles Green.

Uncle Jack, and other Stories.

Children of Gibeon.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6(1. each.
The World Went Very Well Then.
With Illustrations by A. Forestier,

Herr Paulus: His Rise, his Great-
ness, and his Fall.

Fifty Years Ago. With One Hundred
and Thirty-seven full-page Plates
and Woodcuts. Demy 8vo, cloth
extra, 163.

The Eulogy of Richard JefTerles

:

A Memoir. With Photograph Por-
trait. Cr. 8vo, cl. extra, 6s. IShortly.

For Faith and Freedom. Three
Vols., crown 8vo. \_Shortly.

The Art of Fiction. Demy 8vo, 18.

Library Edition of the Novels of

Besant and Rice.
The Volumes are printed from new

type on a large crown 8vo page, and
handsomely bound in cloth. Price Six
Shillings each.

t, Ready-Money Mortlboy. With Por-
trait of James Rice, etched by
Daniel A. Wehrschmidt, and a
New Preface by Walter Besant

2. My Little Girl.

3. With Harp and Crown.
4. This Son of Vulcan.
5. The Golden Butterfly. With Etched

Portrait of Walter Besant.
6. The Monks of Thelema.
7. By Celia's Arbour.
8. The Chaplain of the Fleet.
9. The Seamy Side.

TO. The Case of Mr. Lucraft, &c.
11. 'Twas in Trafalgar's Bay, &c,
12 . The Ten Years' Tenant, &c.

Betham-Edwards (M.), Novels
by:

Felicia. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 64. ;

post 8vo, illust. bds.,<3.
Kitty. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 23.

Bewick (Thomas) and his
Pupils. By Austin Dobson, With 95
lUusts. Square 8vo, cloth extra, 10s. 6d.

Birthday Books:

—

The Starry Heavens: A Poetical
Birthday Book. Square 8vo, hand-
somely bound in cloth, 23. 6d.

The Lowell Birthday Book. With
Illusts. Small 8vo, cloth extra, 4s. 6d.

Blackburn's (Henry) Art Hand-
books. Demy 8vo, Illustrated, uni-
form in size lor binding.

Academy Notes, separate years, from
1876 to 1887, each Is.

Academy Notes, 1888. With nu-
merous Illustrations. Is.

Academy Notes, 1880-84 Complete
in One Volume, with about 700 Fac-
simile Illustrations. Cloth limp, 6s.

Grosvenor Notes, 1877. 6d.

Grosvenor Notes, separate years, from
1878 to 1887, each Is.

Grosvenor Notes, 1888. With nu-
merous Illusts. Is.

Grosvenor Notes, Vol. I., 1877-82.
With upwards of 300 Illustrations.

Demy8vo, cloth limp, 63.

Grosvenor Notes, Vol. II., 1883-87.
With upwards of 300 Illustrations.

Demy 8vo, cloth limp, 6s.

The New Gallery, 1888. With nu-
merous Illustrations. Is.

The English Pictures at the National
Gallery. 114 Illustrations. Is.

The Old Masters at the National
Gallery. 128 Illustrations. Is. 6d.

A Complete Illustrated Catalogue
to the National Gallery. With
Notes by H. Blackburn, and 242
Illusts. Demy 8vo, cloth limp, 33.

The Paris Salon, 1888. With 30oFac-
simile Sketches. Demy 8vo, 33.

Blake (William): Etchings from
his Works. By W. B. Scott. With
descriptive Text. Folio, half-bound
boards, India Proofs, 2l3.

Boccaccio's Decameron ; or.

Ten Days' Entertainment. Translated
into English, with an Introduction by
Thomas Wright, F.S.A. With Portrait

and Stothard's beautiful Copper-
plates. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 7s. 6d.

Bourne (H. R. Fox), Works by :

English Merchants: Memoirs in Il-

lustration of the Progress of British
Commerce. With numerous Illustra-

tions. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

English Newspapers: Chapters in

the History of Journalism. Two
Vols,, der"y 8vo, cloth ex tra, 253.

Bowers'(G.) Hunting Sketches:
Oblong 4to, half-bound boards, 21s. each
Canters In Crampshlre.
Leaves from a Hunting Journal
Coloured in facsimile ofthe originals



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY

Boyle (Fpfaderick), Works by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each; post

8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Camp Notes: Stories of Sport and
Adventure in Asia, Alrica, America.

Savage Life : Adventures of a Globe-
Trotter.

Chronicles of No-Man's Land.
Post 8vo, illust. boards, 23.

Brand'sObservations on Popu-
lar Antiquities, chiefly Illustrating

the Origin of our Vulgar Customs,
Ceremonies, and Superstitions. With
the Additions of Sir Henry Ellis.

Crown 8vo, with Illustrations, 7s. 6d.

Bret Harte, Works by

:

Bret Harte's Coiiected Works. Ar-

ranged and Revised by the Author.

Complete in Five Vols., crown 8vo,

cloth extra, 6s. each.
Vol. I. Complete Poetical and
Dramatic Works. With Steel Por-

trait, and Introduction by Author.

Vol. II. Earlier Papers—Luck of
Roaring Camp, and other Sketches
—Bohemian Papers — Spanish
and American Legends.

Vol. III. Tales of the Argonauts
—Eastern Sketches.

VoL IV. Gabriel Conroy.
Vol. V. Stories — Cokdensed
Novels, ac.

The Select Works of Bret Harte, in

Prose and Poetry. With Introduc-

tory Essay by J. M. Bellew, Portrait

of the Author, and 50 Illustrations.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Bret Harte's Complete Poetical

Works. Author's Copyright Edition.

Printed on hand-made paper and
bound in buckram. Cr. 8vo, 4s. 6d.

Gabriel Conroy : A Novel. Post 8vo,

illustrated boards, 2s.

An Heiress of Red Dog, and other

Stories. Post 8vo, illust. boards, 2s.

The Twins of Table Mountain. Fcap.

8vo, picture cover, Is.

Luck of Roaring Camp, and other

Sketches. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s.

Jeff Briggs's Love Story. Fcap. 8vo,

picture cover, Is.

Flip. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s.; cl. 2s. 6d.

Callfornian Stories (including The
Twins of Table Mountain, Jeff
Briggs's Love Story, &c.) Post

8vo, illustrated boards, 2s.

Maruja; A Novel. Post 8vo, illust.

boards, 2s. ; cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

The Queen of the Pirate Isle. With
28 original Drawings by Kate
Greenaway, Reproduced in Colours

by Edmund Evans. Sm.4to, bds., fis.

fi Phyllis of theSlerras, &c. PostSvo,

llust. bds., 2s. ; cloth limp, 23. 6d.

Brewer (Rev. Dr.), Works by 1

Brewster{SirDavid),Works by.

More Worlds than One: The Creed
of the Philosopher and the Hope of

the Christian. With Plates. Post

8vo, cloth extra, 4s. 6d.

The Martyrs of Science: Lives of

Galileo, Tvcho Brake, and Kep-
ler. With Portraits. Post 8vo, cloth

extra, 4s. 6d.

Letters on Natural Magic. A New
Edition, with numerous Illustrations,

and Chapters on the Being and
Faculties of Man, and Additional

Phenomena of Natural Magic, by

J. A. Smith. Post 8vo, cl. ex., 4s. 6d.

Brillat-Savarin.—Gastronomy
as a Fine Art. By Brillat-Savarin.
Translated by R. E. Anderson, M.A..

Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Brydges. — Uncle Sam at
Home. By Harold Brydges. Post

8vo, illust. boards, 2s. ; cloth, 2s. 6d.

Buchanan's (Robert) Works:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. each.

Ballads of Life, Love, and Humour.
With a Frontispiece by Arthur
Hughes.

Selected PoemsofRobert Buchanan.
With a Frontispiece by T. Dalziel.

The Earthquake; or, Six Days and
a Sabbath.

The City of Dream: An Epic Poem.
With Two lUusts. by P. M.acnab.
Second Edition.

Robert Buchanan'sCompIete Poeti-
cal Works. With Steel-plate Por-
trait. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each
j

post 8vo, illust. boards, 2s. each.
The Shadow of the Sword.
A Child of ,Nature. With a Frontis-

piece.

God and the Man. With Illustrations

by Fred. Barnard.
The Martyrdom of Madeline. With

Frontispiece by A. W. Coopbr.

The Reader's Handbookof Allusions,
References, Plots, and Stories.

Twelfth Thousand. With Appendix,
containing a Complete English
Bibliography. Cr. 8vo, cloth 7s. 6d.

Authors and their Works, with the
Dates: Being the Appendices to

"The Reader's Handbook," separ-

ately printed. Cr. 8vo, cloth limp, 2s.

A Dictionary of Miracles: Imitative,

Realistic, and Dogmatic. Crown Svo,

cloth extra, 7s. 6d. ; half-bound, 9s.



CHATTO S- WINDUS, PICCADILLY.

Buchanan (Robert), continued—
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6(1. each

;

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
Love Me fop Even. With a Frontis-
piece by P. Macnab.

Annan Water. | The New Abelard.
Foxglove Manor.
Matt : A Story of a Caravan.
The Master of the Mine.

The Helrof LInne. Cheaper Edition,
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6d.

Burnett (Mrs.), Novels by:
Surly Tim, and other Stories. Post

8vo, illustrated boards, 2a.

Fcap. 8vo, picture cover, la. each,
Kathleen Mavoupneen.
Lindsay's Luck.
Ppetty Polly Pemberton.

Burton (Captain).—The Book
of the Swopd : Being a History of the
Sword and its Use in all Countries,
from the Earliest Times. By Richard
F. Burton. With over 400 Illustra-
tions. Square 8vo, cloth extra, 32a.

Burton (Robert):
The Anatomy of Melancholy. A
New Edition, complete, corrected
and enriched by Translations of the
Classical Extracts. Demy 8vo, cloth
extra, 7s. 6d.

Melancholy Anatomised: Being an
Abridgment, for popular use, of Bur-
ton's Anatomy of Melancholy.
Post 8vo. cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Byron (Lord)

;

Byron's Letters and Journals. With
Notices of his Life. By Thomas
Moore. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7a. 6d.

Prose and Verse, Humorous, Satiri-
cal, and Sentimental, by Thomas
Moore ; with Suppressed Passages
from the Memoirs of Lord Byron.
Edited, with Notes and Introduction,
by R. Herne Shepherd. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Caine (T. Hall), Novels by:
Crcwn 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. each; post

8vo, illustrated boards, 2a, each.
The Shadow of a Cplme.
A Son of Hagar.
The Deemster: A Romance of the

Isle of Man. Fourth Edition, crown
8vo, cloth extra, 3a. Gd.

Cameron (Commander).—
The Cruise of the "Black Prince"
Privateer, Commanded by Robert
Hawkins, Mjisttr Mariner. By V.
Lovett Cameron, R.N., C.B., D.C.L.
With Frontispiece and Vignette by P.
Macnab. Crown 8vo, cl. ez.,63.

; post
Svo, illustrated boards, 28,

Cameron (Mrs. H. Lovett),
Novels by:

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 38. 6d, each
post 8vo, illustrated boards, 28, each.
Juliet's Guardian.

| Decelvera Ever.

Carlyle (Thomas) :

On the Choice of Books. By Thomas
Carlylk. With a Life of the Author
by R. H. Shepherd. New and Re--
vised Edition, post Svo, cloth extra,
Illustrated, Is. 6d.

The Correspondence of Thomas
Carlyle and Ralph Waldo Emerson,
1834 to 1872. Edited by Charles
Eliot Norton. With Portraits. Two
Vols., crown Svo, cloth extra, 24a.

Chapman's (George) Works:
Vol. I. contains the Plays complete,
including the doubtful ones. Vol II.,

the Poems and Minor Translations,
with an Introductory Essay by Alger-
non Charles Swinburne. Vol. III.,

the Translations of the Iliad and Odys-
sey, Three Vols., crown Svo, cloth
extra, 183. ; or separately, 63. each.

Chatto& Jackson.—ATreatise
on Wood Engraving, Historical and
Practical. By Wm. Andrew Chatto
and John Jackson. With an Addi-
tional Chapter by Henry G. Bohn

;

and 450 fine Illustrations. A Reprint
of the last Revised Edition. Large
4to, half-bound, 28a.

Chaucer

:

Chaucer for Children: A Golden
Key. By Mrs. H.R . Haweis. With
Eight Coloured Pictures and nu-

'

merous Woodcuts by the Author.
New Ed., small 4to, cloth extra, 6a.

Chaucer for Schools. By Mrs. H. R.
Haweis. Demy Svo, cloth limp, 2a.6d.

Chronicle (The) of the Coach :

Charing Cross to Ilfracombe. By J. D
Champlin. With 75 Illustrations by
Edward L. Chichester. Square Svo,
cloth extra, 73. 6d.

Clodd.— Myths and Dreams.
By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S., Author
of "The Story of Creation," &c.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 63.

Cobban.—The Cure of Souls:
A Story. By J. Maclaren Cobban.
Post Svo, illustrated boards, 23.

Coleman (John), Works by:
Curly: An Actor's Story. Illustrated

by J. C. Dollman. Crown 8vo, Is.
j

cloth, Is. 6d.

Players and Playwrights I have
Known. Two Vols,, demy Svo, cloth
extra, S4s. lihortty.



6 BOOKS PUBLISHED BY

Collins (Wilkie), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each

;

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each

;

cloth limp, 2s, 6d.each.

Antonlna. Illust. by SirJoHNGii-BERT.
—Basil. Illustrated by Sir John Gil-

bert and J. Mahoney.
Hide and Seek. Illustrated by Sir

John Gilbert and J. Mahoney.
, The Dead Secret. Illustrated by Sir

John Gilbert.
iQueen of Hearts. Illustrated by Sir

John Gilbert.
My Miscellanies. With a Steel-plate

Portrait of Wilkie Collins.
The Woman In White. With Illus-

trations by Sir John Gilbert and
F. A. Eraser.

The Moonstone. With Illustrations

by G. Du MAURiERand F. A. Fraser.
Man and Wife. Illust. by W. Small.
Poop Miss Finch. Illustrated by
G. Du Maurier and Edward
Hughes.

Miss or Mrs. P With Illustrations by
S. L. FiLDEsand Henry Woods.

The New Magdalen. Illustrated by
G.Du Maurier and C. S.Reinhardt.

The Frozen Deep. Illustrated by
G. Du Maurier and J. Mahoney.

vThe Law and the Lady. Illustrated

by S. L. FiLDES and Sydney Hall.
The Two Destinies.
The Haunted Hotel. Illustrated by
Arthur Hopkins.

The Fallen Leaves.
Jezebel's Daughter.
The Black Robe.
Heart and Science: A Story of the
Present Time.

"
I Say No."

The Evil Genius.

Little Novels. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 3s. 6d.

The Legacy of Cain. Three Vols.,

crown 8vo. [Dec.

Collins (Mortimer), Novels by :

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each ; post
Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Sweet Anne Page.
|
Transmigration.

From Midnight to Midnight.

A Fight with Fortune. Post 8vo,
• illustrated boards, 28.

Collins (Mortimer & Frances),
Novels by

:

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. each
; post

Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Blacksmith and Scholar.
The Village Comedy.
You Play Me False.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 28. each.
Sweet and Twenty. | Frances.

Collins (C. Allston).—The Bar
sinister: A Story. By C. Allston
Collins. Post Svo, illustrated bds.,2s.

Colman's Humorous Works:
" Broad Grins,'' " My Nightgown and
Slippers," and other Humorous Works,
Prose and Poetical, of George. Col-
man. With Life by G. B. Buckstone,
and Frontispiece by Hogarth. Crown
Svo cloth extra, gilt, 7s. 6d.

Colquhoun.—Every Inch a Sol-
dier : A Novel. By M. J. Colquhoun.
Cheaper Edition. Post 8vo, illustrated

boards, 2s. iShortly.

Convalescent Cookery: A
Family Handbook. By Catherine
Ryan. Crown Svo, Is. ; cloth. Is. Gd.

Conway (Moncure D.), Works
by:

Demonology and Devil-Lore. Two
Vols., royal Svo, with 65 lUfists., 28s.

A Necklace of Stories. Illustrated

by W. J. Hennessy. Square Svo,
cloth extra, 6s.

Pine and Palm: A Novel. Cheaper
Edition. Post Svo, illustrated boards,
2s. [Preparing.

Cook (Dutton), Novels by:

Leo. Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2g.

Paul Foster's Daughter. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

;
post Svo, illus-

trated boards, 2s.

Copyright. —A Handbook of
English and Foreign Copyright In
Literary and Dramatic Works. By
Sidney Jerrold. PostSvo, cl., 2s. 6a.

Cornwall.—PopularRomances
of the West of England; or. The
Drolls, Traditions, and Superstitions
of Old Comw.-ill. Collected and Edited
by Robert Hunt, F.R.S. New and
Revised Edition, with Additions, and
Two Steel-plate Illustrations by
George Cruikshank. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Craddock.— The Prophet of
the Great Smoky Mountains. By
Charles Egbert Craddock. Post
Sto illust, bds., 23. cbth limp, 23. G4.
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Cruikshank (George):
The Comic Almanack. Complete in
Two Series : The First from 1835
to 1843 ; the Second from 1844 to
1853. A Gathering of the Best
HuMOURof Thackeray, Hood, May-
hew, Albert Smith, A'Beckett,
Robert Brough, &c. With 2,000
Woodcuts and Steel Engravings by
Cruikshank, Hike, Landells, &e.
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, two very thick
volumes, 7s. 6(1. each.

The Life of Geopge Crulksliank. By
Blanchard Jekrold, Author of
" The Life of Napoleon III.," &c.
With 84 Illustrations. New and
Cheaper Edition, enlarged, with Ad-
ditional Plates, and a very carefully
compiled Bibliography, Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 73. 6d.

Cumming(C. F. Gordon),Wopk3
by:

Demy 8vo, cloth extra, 83. 6d. each.
In the Hebrides. With Autotype Fac-
simile and numerous full-page Illusts.

Inthe Himalayas and on the Indian
Plains. With numerous Illustra-
tions.

Via Cornwall to Egypt. With a
Photogravure Frontispiece. Demy
8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6cl.

Cussans.—-Handbook of Her-
aldry; with Instructions for Tracing
Pedigrees and Deciphering Ancient
MSS., &c. By John E. Cussans.
Entirely New and Revised Edition,
illustrated with over 400 Woodcuts
and Coloured Plates, Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 73. 6(1.

Cyples.—Hearts of Gold : A
Novel. By William Cyples. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 33. Gd.

;
post 8vo,

illustrated boards, 2S.

Daniel. — Merrie England in
the Olden Time. By George Daniel.
With Illustrations by Robt. Cruik-
shank. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s, 6d.

Daudet The Evangelist
; or,

Port Salvation. By Alphonsb
Daudf.t. Translated by C. Harry
Meltzer. With Portrait of the
Author. Crown 8vo, cloth extra,
33. ed. ; post 8vo, illust. boards, 23.

Davenant Hints for Parents
on the Choice of a Profession or
Trade for thelp Sons. 15y Francis
Davenant, .M,A. Post 8vo, 13.

| cloth
Uui;>, I3. Ci.

Davies (Dr. N. E.), Works by:
Crown 8vo, I3. each ; cloth Hmp,

l3. 6d. each.
One Thousand IVIedical Maxims.
Nursery Hints: A Mother's Guide.

Aids to Long Life. Crown 8vo, 2a.

:

cloth limp, 2s. 6d,

Davies' (Sir John) Completa
Poetical Works, including Psalms I.
to L. in Verse, and other hitherto Un-
published MSS., for the first time
Collected and Edited, with Memorial-
Introduction and Notes, by the Rev.
A. B. Grosart, D.D. Two Vols,,
crown 8vo, cloth boards, 123.

De Maistre—A Journey Round
IVIy Room. By Xavier de Maistre.
Translated by Henry Attwell. Post
8vo, cloth limp, 23. 6d.

De Mille—A Castle in Spain:
A Novel. By James De Mille. With
a Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, cloth
extra, 33. 6d.

; post 8vo, illust. bds., 28.

Dervvent (Leith), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. each; post

8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
Our Lady of Tears.

| Circe's Lovers.

Dickens (Charles), Novels by
Post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Sketches by Boz. 1 NIcholasNlckleby
Pickwick Papers.

| Oliver Twist.

The Speeches of Charles Dickens
1841-1870. With a New Bibliography,
revised and enlarged. Edited and
Prefaced by Richard Herne Shep-
herd. Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 6s.—-Also
a Smaller Edition, in the May/air
Library. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

About England with Dickens. By
Alfred Rimmer. With 57 Illustra-
tions by C. A. Vandkrhoof, Alfred
Rimmer, and others. Sq. 8vo, cloth
extra, 73. 6d.

Dictionaries:
A Dictionary of Miracles: Imitative,

Realistic, and Dogmatic. By the
Rev. E. C. Brewer, LL.D. Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.; hf.-bonnd, 9s.

The Reader's Handbook of Allu-
sions, References, Plots, and
Stories. By the Rev. E. C. Brewer,
LL.D. With an Appendix, contain-
ing a Complete English Bibliography.
Eleveiilh Thousand. Crown 8vo,
1.400 pages, cloth extra, 73. 6d.

Authors and their Works, with the
Dates. Being the Appendices to
" The Reader's Handbook," sepa-
rately printed. By Uie Rev. Dr
Urewer. Crown 8vp <»lotb limp, 23.
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Dictionaries, continued—
Familiar Short Sayings of Great
Men. With Historical and Explana-

tory Notes. By Samuel A. Bent,
M.A. Fifth Edition, revised and
enlarged. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra,7s.6d.

A Dictionary of the Drama: Being

a comprehensive Guide to the Plays,

Playwrights,Players, and Playhouses

of the United Kingdom and America,

from the Earliest to the Present

Times. By W. Davenport Adams.
A thick volume, crown 8vo, half-

bound, 12s. 6ii. [/« preparation.

The Slang Dictionary: Etymological,

Historical, and Anecdotal. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 6d.

Women of the Day: A Biographical

Dictionary. BypRANCES Hays. Cr.

8vo, cloth extra, 5s.

Words, Facts, and Phrases: A Dic-

tionary of Curious, Quaint, and Out-

of-the-Way Matters. By Eliezer
Edwards. New and Cheaper Issue.

Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 73. 6d. ;
hf.-bd., 9b.

Diderot.—The Paradox of Act-
ing. Translated, with Annotations,

from Diderot's "Le Paradoxe sur le

Comedien," by Walter Herries
Pollock. With a Preface by Henry
Irving. Cr. 8vo, in parchment, 4s. 6d.

Dobson (W. T.), Works by :

Post Svo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d. each.

Literary Frivolities, Fancies, Follies,

and Frolics. [cities.

Poetical Ingenuities and Eccentri-

Doran. — Memories of our
Great Towns ; with Anecdotic Glean-

ings concerning their Worthies and
their Oddities. By Dr. John Doran,
F.S.A. With 38 Illusts. New and
Cheaper Edit. Cr. 8vo, cl. extra, 7s. 6d.

Drama, A~Dictionary of tlie.

Being a comprehensive Guide to the

Plays, Playwrights, Players, and Play-

houses of the United Kingdom and
America, from the Earliest to the Pre-

sent Times. By W. Davenport
Adams. (Uniform with Brewer's
" Reader's Handbook.") Crown Svo,

haU-bound, 123. 6d. [/» preparation.

Dramatists, The Old. Cr. 8vo,

cl. ex.. Vignette Portraits, Gs. per Vol.

Ben Jonson's Works. With Notes
Critical and Explanatory, and a Bio-
graphical Memoir by Wm. Gifford.
Edit, by Col. Cunningham. 3 Vols.

Chapman's Works. Complete in

Three Vols. Vol. I. contains the

Plays complete, including doubtful

ones; Vol. II., Poems and Minor
Translations,with Introductoi-yEssay
byA.C.SwiNBURNB; Vol.III.,Trans-

lations of the Iliad and Odytsey.

Dramatists, The Old, continued—

Crown 8vo, cloth extra. Vignette Por-

traits, 6s. per Volume.
Marlowe's Works. Including bis

Translations. Edited, with Notes
and Introduction, by Col. Cunning-
ham. One Vol.

Masslnger's Plays. From the Text of

William Gifford. Edited by Col.

Cunningham. One Vol.

Dyer. — The Folk - Lore of
Plants. By Rev. T. F. Thiselton
Dyer, M.A. Crown 8vo, cloth extra,

6s. [5/i0>-</>'.

Early English Poets. Edited,
TOitVi Tntrndiirfions and Annotations.

Edgcumbe. — Zephyrus : A
Holiday In Brazil and on the River
Plate. By E. R. Pearce Edgcumbe.
With 41 Illusts. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, 5s.

Edwardes(!Vlrs. A.), Novels by:
A Point of Honour. Post Svo, illus-

trated boards, 2s.

Archie Loveil. Crown Svo, cloth extra,

3s. 6d.
;
post Svo, illust. bds., 2s.

Eggleston.— Roxy: A Novel. By
Edward Eggleston. Post Svo, illust.

boards, 2s^

Emanuel.—On Diamonds and
Precious stones: their History,Value,

and Properties ; with Simple Tests for

ascertaining their Reality. By Harry
Emanuel, F.R.G.S. With numerous
Illustrations, tinted and plain. Crown
Svo, cloth extra, gilt, 6s.

Ewald (Alex. Charles, F.S.A.),

Works by:
The Life and Times of Prince
Charles Stuart, Count of Albany,
commonly called the Young Pre-

tender. From the State Papers and
other Sources. New and Cheaper
Edition, with a Portrait, crown Svo,

cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Stories from the State Papers.
With an Autotype Facsimile. Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 63.

studies Re-studled: Historical

Sketches from Original .Source?.

Deiny Svo, cloth extra, '28.

by Rev. A. B. Grosart, D.D. Crown
Svo, cloth boards, 6s. per Volume.

Fletcher's (Giles, B.D.J Complete
Poems. One Vol.

Davles' (Sir John) Complete
Poetical Works. Two Vols.

Herrick's (Robert) Complete Col-
lected Poems. Three Vols.

Sidney's (Sir Philip) Complete
Poetlcal_Work8. Three Vols.

Herbert (LoFd) ofCherbury's Poems.
Edit., with Introd., by J. Churton
Collins. Cr. Svo, parchment, 8s.
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Englishman's House, The: A
Practical Guide to all interested in

Selecting or Building a House ; with
full Estimates of Cost, Quantities, &c.

By C.J. Richardson. Fourth Edition.

With Coloured Frontispiece and nearly
600 Illustrations, Crown 8vo, cloth

extra, 7s. 6d.

Eyes, Oup: How to Preserve
Them from Infancy to Old Age. By
John Browning, F.R.A.S., &c. Sixth

Edition (Eleventh Thousand). With
58 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, Is.

Fitzgerald (Percy), continued—
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Bella Donna. |
Never Forgotten.

The Second Mrs. TlMotson.
Seventy*f1ve Brooke Street
Polly. 1 The Lady of Brantomo.

Fletcher's (Giles, B.D.) Com-
plete Poems : Christ's Victorie in

Heaven, Christ's Victorie on Earth.
Christ's Triumph over Death, ana
Minor Poems. With Memorial-Intro-
duction and Notes by the Rev. A. B.

Grosart, D.D. Cr. Svo, cloth bds., 63.

Familiar Short Sayings of
Great Men. By Samuel Arthur
Bent, A.M. Fifth Edition, Revised
and Enlarged. Crown 8vo, cloth

extra, 7s. 6a.

Fonblanque.—Filthy Lucre: v

Novel. By Albany de Fonblanqu
Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

Franclllon (R. E.), Novels by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each

;

post Svo, illust. boards, 2s. each.
One by One. 1 A Real Queen.
Queen Cophetua.

|

Faraday (IVlichael), WorPcs by

:

Post 8vo, cloth extra, 48. 6d. each.

The Chemical History of a Candle:
Lectures delivered before a Juvenile
Audience at the Royal Institution.

Edited by William Crookes, F.C.S.
With numerous Illustrations.

On the Various Forces of Nature,
and their Relations to each other

:

Lectures delivered before a Juvenile
Audience at the Royal Institution.
FHitpd liv AA/tt t tam Prookf^ K C.S
With numerous Illustrations.

Olympla. Post Svo, illust boards, 2s.

Esther's Glove. Fcap. Svo, Is.

King or Knave: A Novel. Cheaper
Edition. Crown Svo, cloth extra,

3s. 6d. [.Shortly.

Frederic. — Seth's Brother's
wife: A Novel. By Harold Frederic,
Cheaper Edition. Post Svo, illustrated

boards, 23.

Farrer (James Anson), Works
by:

Military Manners and Customs.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s.

War: Three Essays, Reprinted from
" Military Manners.'' Crown 8vo,

Is. ;
cloth, Is. 6d.

French Literature, History of
By Henry Van Laun. Complete in

3 Vols., demy 8vo, cl. bds., 7s. 6d. each.

Frere.—Pandurang Hari
;

or,

Memoirs of a Hindoo. With a Preface
by Sir H. Bartle Frere, G.C.S.I., &c.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6d.

;
post

Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

Friswell.—OneofTwo: ANovel.
By Hain Friswell, Post Svo, illus-

trated boards, 2s.

Fin-Bee.— The Cupboard
Papers : Observations on the Art of

Living and Dining. By Fin-Bec. Post
Svo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Fireworks, The Complete Art
of Making; or, The Pyrotechnist's
Treasury. By Thomas Kentish. With
267 Illustrations. A New Edition, Re-
vised throughout and greatly Enlarged.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, Ss.

Frost (Thomas), Works by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. each.

Circus Life and Circus Celebrities,
The Lives of the Conjurers.
The Old Showmen and the Old
London Fairs.

Fitzgerald (Percy), Works by:
The World Behind the Scenes.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

L.ILl,i6 CSSciyS* t doaagca 1 1 \JliX ILXK3

Letters of Charles Lamb. Post
8vo, cloth limp, 23. 6d.

A Day's Tour: A Journey through
France and Belgium. With Sketches
in facsimile of the Original Draw-
ings. Crown 4to picture cover. Is.

Fatal Zero: A Homburg Diary. Cr.
Svo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. ; post Svo,
illustrated boards, 2a.

Fry's (Herbert) Royal Guide
to the London Charities, 1887-8,
Showing their Name, Date of Founda-
tion,Objects,Income,Officials,&c. Pub-
lished Annually. Cr. 8vo, 910th, la. 6d.

Gardening Books:
A Year's Work In Garden and Green-
house : Practical Advice to Amateur
Gardeners as to the Management of
the P'lower,Fruit, and Frame Garden.
By George Glf.nnv. Post Svo, la.

j

cloth limp, la, 6d.
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Gardening Books, continued—
\

Post 8vo, Is. each ; cl. limp, 13. Gd. each.
Our Kitchen Garden: The Plants we
Grow, and How we Cook Them,
By Tom Jerrold.

Houseliold Horticulture: A Gossip
about Flowers. By Tom and Jane
Jerrold. Illustrated.

The Garden that Paid the Rent.
By Tom Jerrold.

My Garden Wild, and What I Grew
there. ByF.G. Heath. Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, Es.

;
gilt edges, 6s.

Garrett.—The Capel Girls: A
Novel. By Edward Garrett. Cr. 8vo,
cl. ex., 3s. Cd. ; post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s.

Gentleman's Magazine (The)
for 1888. Is. Monthly. In addition
to the Articles upon subjects in Litera-
ture, Science, and Art, for which this

Magazine has so high a reputation,
" Science Notes," by W. Mattieu
WiLLiAMS,F.R. A.S.,and "Table Talk,"
by Sylvanus Urban, appear monthly.

*f* Boimd Volumes for recent years are

kept in stock, cloth extra, price 8s. 6d.
each ; Cases for binding, 2a. each.

Gentleman's Annual (The).
Published Annually in November. In
illuminated cover. Demy8vo, Is. The
Number for i888 is entitled " By De-
vlous Ways," by T. W. Speight.

German Popular Stories. Col-
lected by the Brothers Grimm, and
Translated by Edgar Taylor. Edited,
with an Introduction, by John Ruskin.
With 22 Illustrations on Steel by
George Cruikshank. Square 8vo,

cloth extra, 6s. 6d.
;

gilt edges, 7s- 6d.

Gibbon (Charles), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. each
post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Robin Gray.
What will the
World Say?

Queen of the
Meadow.

The Flowerof the
Forest.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
For Lack of Gold.
For the King. |

In PasturesGreen.
In Love and War.
By Mead and Stream.
Fancy Free. | A Hard Knot.
Heart's Delight.

Gilbept (William), Novels by:
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Dr. Austin's Guests.
The Wizard of the Mountain.
James Duke, Costermonger.

In Honour Bound.
Braes of Yarrow.
A Heart's Prob-
lem.

TheGoldenShaft.
Of High Degree.
Loving a Dream.

Gilbert (W. S.), Original Plays
by: In Two Series, each complete in
itself, price 2s. 6d. each.

The First Series contains—The
Wicked World—Pj'gmalion and Ga-
latea— Charity—The Princess—The
Palace of Truth—Trial by Jury.

The Second Series contains—Bro-
ken Hearts—Engaged—Sweethearts

—

Gretchen—Dan'l Druce—Tom Cobb

—

H.M.S. Pinafore—The Sorcerer—The
Pirates of Penzance.

Eight Original Comic Operas. Writ-
ten by W. S. Gilbert. Containing:
The Sorcerer—H.M.S. "Pinafore"
—The Pirates of Penzance—lolanthe— Patience — Princess Ida — The
Mikado—Trial by Jury. Demy Svo,
cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Glenny.—A Year's Work in
Garden and Greenhouse: Practical
Advice to Amateur Gardeners as to
the Management of the Flower, Fruit,
and Frame Garden. By George
Glenny. Post Svo, Is.; cloth. Is. 6d.

Godwin.—Lives of the Necro-
mancers. By William Godwin.
Post Svo, limp, 28.

Golden Library, The:
Square i6mo (Tauchnitz size), cloth

limp, 2s. per Volume.
Bayard Taylor's Diversions of the
Echo Club.

Bennett's (Dr. W. 0.) Ballad History
of England.

Bennett's (Dr.) Songs for Sailors.
Godwin's (William) Lives of the
Necromancers.

Holmes's Autocrat of the Break-
fast Table. Introduction by Sala.

Holmes's Professor at the Break-
fast Table.

Hood's Whims and Oddities. Coqj-
plete. All the original Illustrations.

Jesse's (Edward) Scenes and Oc-
cupations of a Country Life.

Lamb's Essays of Ella. Both Series
Complete in One Vol.

Leigh Hunt's Essays: A Tale for a
Chimney Corner, and other Pieces.
With Portrait, and Introduction by
Edmund Ollier.

Mallory's (Sir Thomas) Mort
d'Arthur: The Stories of King
Arthur and of the Knights of the
Round Table. Edited by B. Mont-
GOMERiE Ranking.
Square i6mo, 2s. per Volume.

Pascal's Provincial Letters. A New
Translation, with Historical Intro-
ductionand Notes,byT.M'CRiE,D.D.

Pope's Poetical Works. Complete.
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Golden Library, coiitimiecl—
Rochefoucauld's Maxims and Moral

Reflections. With Notes, and In-
troductory Hsstiy by Sainte-Beuve,

St. Pierre's Paul and Virginia, and
The Indian Cottage. Edited, with
Life, by the Rev. E. Clarke.

Halliday.—Every-day Papers.
By Andrew Halliday. Post Svo,
illustrated boards, 23.

Handwriting, The Philosophy
of. With over 100 Facsimiles and Ex-
planatory Text. By Don Felix de
Salamanca. Post Svo, cl. limp, 23. 6d.Golden Treasury of Thought,

The: An Encyclopedia of Quota-
tions from Writers of all Times and
Countries. Selected and Edited by
Theodore Taylor. Crown Svo, cloth
gilt and gilt edges, 73. 6d.

Hanky.Panky: A Collection of
Very EasyTricks,Very Difficult Tricks,
White Magic, Sleight of Hand, &c.
Edited by W. H. Cremer. With 200
Illusts. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 4s. 6d.Graham. — The Professor's

wife : A Story. By Leonard Graham.
Fcap. Svo, picture cover, Is.

Hardy (Lady Duffus).— Paul
Wynter's Sacrifice: A Story. By
Lady Duffus Hardy. Post Svo, iliust.
boards, 2s.

Greeks and Romans, The Life
of the, Described from Antique Monu-
ments. By Ernst Guhl and W.
Koner. Translated from the Third

F. HuEFFER. 545 lUusts. New and
Cheaper Edition, large crown Svo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Hardy (Thomas).—Under the
Greenwood Tree. By Thomas Hardy,
Author of "Far from the Madding
Crowd." With numerous Illustrations.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 64. ; post
Svo, illustrated boards, 28.

Greenaway (Kate) and Bret
Harte.—The Queen of the Pirate
Isle. By Bret Harte. With 25
original Drawings by Kate Green-
away, Reproduced in Colours by E.
Evans. Sm. 4to, bds., 5s.

Harwood.—The Tenth Earl.
By J. Berwick Harwood. Post Svo,
illustrated boards, 2s.

Haweis (IVIrs. H. R.), Works by:
The Art of Dress. With numerous

Illustrations. Small Svo, illustrated
cover. Is. ; cloth limp, Is. 6d.

The Art of Beauty. New and Cheaper
Edition. Crown Svo, cloth extra.
Coloured Frontispiece and Illusts.Ss.

The Art of Decoration. Square Svo,
handsomely bound and profusely
Illustrated, 10s. 6d.

Chaucer for Children: A Golden
Key. With Eight Coloured Pictures
and numerous Woodcuts. New
Edition, small 410, cloth extra, 6s.

Chaucer for Schools. Demy Svo,
cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Greenwood (James),Works by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each.

The Wilds of London.
Low-Life Deeps: An Account of the
Strange Fish to be Found There.

Dick Tsmple: A Novel. Post Svo,

illustrated boards, 28.

Habberton (John), Author of
"Helen's Babies," Novels by

:

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s, each ;

cloth limp, 23. 6d. each.
Brueton's Bayou.
Country Luck.

Hair (The): Its Treatment in
Health, Weakness, and Disease.
Translated from the German of Dr. J.
PiNcus. Crown Svo, Is.; cloth. Is. 6d.

Hake (Dr. Thomas Gordon),
Poems by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 63. each.

New Symbols.
Legends of the Morrow.
The Serpint Play.

Maiden Ecstasy. Small 4to, cloth
extra, 8a.

Haweis (Rev. H. R.).—American
Humorists: Washington Irving,
Oliver Wendell Holmes, James
Russell Lowell, Artemus Ward,
Mark Twain, and Bret Harte. By
Rev. H. R. Haweis, M.A. Cr. Svn. B«.

Hawthorne.—Tangle wood
Tales for Girls and Boys. By
Nathaniel Hawthorne. With nu-
merous fine Illustrations by George
Wharton Edwards. Large 4to, cloth
extra, 103. 6d.

'

Hall.—Sketches of Irish Cha-
racter. By Mrs. S. C. Hall. With
numerous Illustrations on Steel and
Wood by Maclise, Gilbert, Harvey,
and G. Cruikshank. Medium Sto,
cloth extra, gilt, 7s. 61J.

Hawthorne(Julian), Novels by.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each •

post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
'

Garth. 1 Sebastian Stroma.
Elllce Quentln. | Dust.
Fortune's Fool.

| Beatrix Randolph.
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Hawthorne (Julian), continued—
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
MissCadogna.

|
Love—op a Name.

Prince Saronl's Wife .

Mrs. Gainsborough's Diamonds.
Fcap. 8vo, illustrated cover. Is,

David Polndexter's Disappearance.
Crowa 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d,

A Dream and a Forgetting. By
Jui,iAN Hawthorne. Cr. 8vo, pic-

__ture_coverjJ^;^Ioth, Is.^d.^

Hays—Women of the~Day: A
Biographical Dictionary of Notable
Contemporaries. By Frances Hays.
Crown Svo, cloth extra , Ss.

Heath (F. G.). — My Garden
wild, and What I Grew There. By
Francis George Heath, Author of
" The Fern World," &c. Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, S s. ; cl. gilt, gilt edges, 63.

Helps (Sip Arthur), Works by :

Post Svo, cloth limp, 28. 6d. each.
Animals and their Masters.
Social Pressure.

Ivan de BIron: A Novel. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

;
post Svo, illus-

trated boards, 2s.

Henderson.—Agatha Page: A
Novel. By Isaac Henderson. 2 Vols.,
crown 8vo. [Shortly.

H e rm ah.—One^Trave 1 1 er"R e-
turns : A Romance. By Henry Her-
man and D, Christie Murray. Crown
8vo, doth extra, 6s.

Herrick's (Robert) Hesperides,
Noble Numbers, and Complete Col-
lected Poems. With Memorial-Intro-
duction and Notes by the Rev. A. B.
Grosart, D.D., Steel Portrait, Index
of First Lines, and Glossarial Index,
&c. Three Vols . , crown 8vo, cloth, 18s.

Hesse - Wartegg' ("Chevalier
Ernst von). Works by

:

Tunis : The Land and the People.
With 22 Illusts. Cr. Svo, cl. ex., 3s. 61.

The New South-West : Travelling
Sketches from Kansas, New Mexico,
Arizona, and Northern Mexico.
With 100 fine Illustrations and Three
Maps. Demy Svo, cloth extra,
14s. [/it preparation.

Herbert.—The Poems of Lord
Herbert of Cherbury. Edited, with
Introduction, by J. Churton Collins.
Crown Svo, bound in parchment, 83.

HIndley (Charles)7Works by

:

Tavern Anecdotes and Sayings : In-
cluding the Origin of Signs, and
Reminiscences connected with
Taverns. Coffee Houses, Clubs, &c.
With Illustrations. Crown Svo, cloth
extra, 38. Gd.

Hindley (Charles), continued—
The Life and Adventures of a Cheap

Jack. By One of the Fraternity.
Edited by Charles Hindley Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

Hoey.—The Lover's Creed.
By Mrs. Cashel Hoey. With Frontis-
piece by P. Macnab. Post Svo, illus-
trated boards, 2s.

Holmes (O.Wendell), Works by:
The Autocrat of the Breakfast-
Table. Illustrated by J. Gordon
Thomson. Post Svo, cloth limp,
2s. 6d.—Another Edition in smaller
type, with an Introduction by G. A.
Sala. Post Svo, cloth limp, 2s.

The Professor at the Breakfast-
Table ; with the Story of Iris. Post
Svo, cloth limp, 2s.

Holmes. — The Science of
Voice Production and Voice Preser-
vation: A Popular Manual for the
Use of Speakers and Singers. By
Gordon Holmes, M.D. With Illus-
trations. Crown Svo, Is. ; cloth, Is. 6d.

Hood (Thomas):
Hood's Choice Works, in Prose and

Verse. Including the Cream of the
Comic Annuals. With Life of the
Author, Portrait, and 200 Illustra-
tions. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Hood's Whims and Oddities. Com-
plete. With all the original lUus-
trations. Post Svo, cloth limp, 23.

Hood (Tom), Works by:
From Nowhere to the North Pole:
A Noah's Arkasological Narrative.
With 25 Illustrations by W. Brun-
TON and E. C. Barnes. Square
crown Svo, cjoth extra, gilt edges, 6s.

A Golden Heart: A Novel. Post Svo,
illustrated boards, 23.

Hook's (Theodore) Choice Hu-
morous Works, including his Ludi-
crous .'Vdventures.Bons Mots, Puns and
Hoaxes. With a New Life of the
Author, Portraits, Facsimiles, and
Illusts. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, gilt, 7s . 6d.

Hooper.—The House of Raby

:

A Novel. By Mrs. George Hooper.
Post Svo, illustrated boards, 23.

Horse (The) and his Rider : An
Anecdotic Medley. By " Thormanby."
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

Hopkins—" 'Twixt Love and
Duty:" A Novel. By Tighe Hopkins.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

;
post <vo,

illustrated boards, 2a,
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Home.—Orion : An Epic Poem,
in Tbree Books. By Richard PIen-
c.iST HoRNE. With Photographic
Portrait from a Medallion by Sum-
mers. Tenth Edition, crown 8vo,
cjoth extra, 7s.

HLmt (Mrs. Alfred)7 Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each j

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Thornlcroft's Model.
The Leaden Casket.
Self-Condemned.
That othep Person.

Hunt.—Essays by Leigh Hunt.
A Tale for a Chimney Corner, and
other Pieces. With Portrait and In-

troduction by Edmund Ollier. Post
8vo, cloth limp, 2s.

Hydrophobia: an Account of M.
Pasteur's System. Containing a
Translation of all his Communications
on the Subject, the Technique of his
Method, and tha latest Statistical

Results. By Renaud Suzor, M.B.,
CM. Edin., and M.D. Paris, Commis-
sioned by the Government of the
Colony of Mauritius to study M.
Pasteur's new Treatment in Paris.
With 7 lUusts. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 63.

Indoor Paupers. By One of
Them. Crown 8vo, Is. ;

cloth, Is. 6d.

Ingelow.— Fated to be Free : A
Novel. By Jean Ingelow. Crown
Evo, cloth extra, 3s. 6cL.

;
post 8vo,

ilhistrated boards, 23.

Irish Wit and Humour, Songs
of. Collected and Edited by A. Per-
ceval Graves. Post 8vo, cloth limp,
23. 6d.

James.—A Romance of the
Queen's Hounds. By Charles James.
Post 8vo, picture cover. Is. ; cl.,J.S. 6d,

Janvier.—Practical Keramics
tor Students. By Catherine A.
Janvier. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 63.

Jay (Harriett), Novels by:
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
The Dark Colleen.
The Queen of Connaught.

Jefferies (Richard), Works by:
Nature near London. Crown 8vo,

cl. ex , 6s. ;
post 8vo, cl. limp, 28. 6d.

The Life of the Fields. Post 8vo,
cloth limp, 23. 6d.

The Open Air. Crown 8vo, cloth
extra, 63.

The Eulogy of Richard Jefferies.
By Walter Besant. With a Photo-
graph Portrait and facsimile of Sig-
nature. Cr, 8vo, cl. ex., Gs. l-Shortly.

»3

Jennings (H. J.), Works by:
Curiosities of Criticism. Post 8vo,

cloth limp, 2s. 6d.
Lord Tennyson: A Biographical

Sketch. With a PLotograph-Por-
trait. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s.

Jerrold (Tom), Works by:
Post 8vo, Is. each

;
cloth. Is. 6d. each.

The Garden that Paid the Rent.
Household Horticulture: A Gossip
about Flowers. Illustrated.

Our Kitchen Garden: The Plants
we Grow, and How we Cook Them.

Jesse—Scenes and Occupa-
tions of a Country Life. By Edward
J esse. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 23.

Jeux d'Esprit. Collected and
Edited by Henry S. Leigh. Post8vo,
cloth limp, 23, 6d.

"John Herring," Novels by
the Author of:

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 38. 6d. each.
Red Sp ider.

| Eve.

Jones (Wm., F.S.A.), Works by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 73. 6d. each.
Finger-Ring Lore: Historical, Le-
gendary, and Anecdotal. With over
Two Hundred Illustrations.

Credulities, Past and Present; in-
cluding the Sea and Seamen, Miners,
Talismans,Word and Letter Divina-
tion, Exorcising and Blessing of
Animals, Birds, Eggs, Luck, &c.
With an Etched Frontispiece.

Crowns and Coronations : A History
of Regalia in all Times and Coun-
tries. One Hundred Illustrations.

Jonson's (Ben) Works, With
Notes Critical and Explanatory, and
a Biographical Memoir by William
GiFFORD. Edited by Colonel Cun-
ningham. Three Vols., crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 183. ; or separately, 63. each.

Josephus,TheCompIeteWork3
of. Translated by Whiston. Con-
taining both " The Antiquities of the
Jews " and " The Wars of the Jews."
Two Vols., 8vo, with 52 Illustrations
and Maps, cloth extra, gilt, 143.

Kempt.— Pencil and Palette:
Chapters on Art and Artists. By Robert
Ke mpt. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Kershaw.—Colonial Facts and
Fictions: Humorous Sketches. By
Mark Kershaw. Post 8vo, illustrated
boards, 23. ; cloth, 2s. 6d.

King (R7~Ashe), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. each;
post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
A Drawn Game.
"The Wearing of the Green."
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Kingsley (Henry), Novels by :

Oakshott Castle. Post 8vo, illus-

trated boards, 2s.

Number Seventeen. Crown 8vo, cloth
extra, 3s. 6(1.

Knight.— The Patient's Vade
Mecum : How to get most Benefit
from Medical Advice. By William
Knight, M.R.C.S., and Edward
Knight, L.R.C.P. Crown 8vo, Is.

;

cloth, Is. 6d.

Lamb (Charles):
Lamb's Complete Works, in Prose
and Verse, reprinted from the Ori-
ginal Editions, with many Pieces
hitherto unpublished. Edited, with
Notes and Introduction, by R. H.
Shepherd. With Two Portraits and
Facsimile of Page of the " Essay on
Roast Pig." Cr.8vo,cl. extra, 7s. 6d.

The Essays of Ella. Complete Edi-
tion. Post 8vo, cloth extra, 2s.

Poetry for Children, and Prince
Dorus. By Charles Lamb. Care-
fully reprinted from unique copies.
Small 8vo, cloth extra, 5s.

Little Essays : Sketches and Charac-
ters. By Charles Lamb. Selected
from his Letters by Percy Fitz-
gerald. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d,

Lane's Arabian Nights.—The
Thousand and One (slights: com-
monly called, in England, " The
Arabian Nights' Entertain-
ments." A New Translation from
the Arabic with copious Notes, by
Edward William Lane. Illustrated
by many hundred Engravings on
Wood, from Original Designs by
vVm. Harvey. A New Edition, from
aCopy annotated by the Translator,
edited by his Nephew, Edward
Stanley Poole. With a Preface by
Stanley Lane-Poole. Three Vols.,
demy 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. each.

Lares and Penates ; or. The
Background of Life. By Florence
Caddy, Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s.

Larwood (Jacob), Works by:
The Story of the London Parks.
With lUusts. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 3s. 6d.

Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d. each.

Forensic Anecdotes.

Theatrical Anecdotes.

Leigh (Henry S.), Works by:
Car9ls of Cockayne. A New Edition,
printed on fcap. 8vo, hand-made
paper, and bound in buckram, 53.

Jeux d'Espplt. Collected and Ediled
by Henry S. Leigh. Post 8vo, cloth
limp, 2s. 6d.

Leys.—The Lindsays : A Ro-
mance of Scottish Life. By John K,
Leys. Cheaper Edition. Post 8vo,
illustrated boards, 23. [Shortly.

Life in London
; or. The History

of Jerry Hawthorn and Corinthian
Tom. With the whole of Cruik-
shank's Illustrations, in Colours, after
the Originals. Cr. 8vo. cl. extra, 7s. 6d.

Linskill.— In Exchange for a
Soul. By Mary Linskill, Author of
"The Haven Under the Hill," &c.
Cheaper Edit. Post 8vo, illust. bds ., 2s.

Linton (E. Lynn), Works by:
Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d. each.

Witch Stories.
I he True Story of Joshua Davidson
Ourselves : Essays on Women.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each
; post

8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
Patricia Kemball.
The Atonement of Learn Dundas.
The World Well Lost.
Under which Lord ?
" My Love !

"
| lone.

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s, each.
With a Silken Thread.
The Rebel of the Family.

Paston Carew, Millionaire and
Miser. Crown 8vo, cl . extra, 3s. 6d.

Longfellow's Poetical Works.
Carefully Reprinted from the Original
Editions. With numerous fine Illustra-
tions on Steel and Wood. Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Long Life, Aids to: A Medical,
Dietetic, and General Guide in Health
and Disease. By N. E. Davies,

^.RXI.P^ Cr. 8vo, 2s. ; cl. limp,2s.6d.

Lucy.—Gideon Fleyce: ANovelT
By Henry W. Lucy. Crown 8vo,
cl. ex., 3s. 6d.; post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s.

Lusiad (The) of Camoens.
Translated into English Spenserian
Verse by Robert Ffrench Duff
Demy 8vo, with Fourteen full-page
Plates, cloth boards, 18s

Macalpine (Avery), Novels by:
Teresa Itasca, and other Stories.
Crown 8vo, bound in canvas, 2s. 6d.

Broken Wings. With Illustrations by
W. J. Hennessy. Crown 8vo, cloto
e?tra, 6s.
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McCarthy (Justin, M.P.),Wopks
by.

A History of Our Own Times, from
the Accession ot Queen Victoria to

the General Election of 1880. Four
Vols, demy Svo, cloth extra, 123.

each.—Also a Popular Edition, in

Four Vols. cr. Svo, el. extra, 63. each.

—And a Jubilee Edition, with an
Appendix of Events to the end of

1886, complete in Two Vols., square
Svo, cloth extra, 73. 6d. each.

A Short History of Our Own Times.
One Vol., crovrn Svo, cloth extra, 63.

History of the Four Georges. Four
Vols, demy Svo, cloth extra, 128.

each, [Vol. I. now ready.

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each

;

post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Dear Lady Disdain.
The Waterdale Neighbours.
A Fair Saxon.
Miss Misanthrope.
Donna Quixote.
The Comet of a Season.
Maid of Athens.
Camlola: A Girl with a Fortune.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Linley Rochford.
My Enemy's Daughter.

"The Right Honourable:" A Ro-
mance of Society and Politics. By
Justin McCarthy, M.P., and Mrs.
Campbell-Praed. Newand Cheaper
Edition, crown Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

McCarthy (Justin H., M.P.),
Works by:

An Outllneof the History of Ireland,
from the Earliest Times to the Pre-
sent Day. Cr. Svo, Is. ; cloth. Is. 63.

Ireland since the Union: Sketches
of Irish History from 1798 to 1886.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 63.

England under Gladstone, 1880-85.
Second Edition, revised, Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 63.

Doom ! An Atlantic Episode. Crown
Svo, Is. ; cloth. Is. 6d.

Our Sensation Novel. Edited by
Justin H. McCarthy, Crown Svo,
Is. ; cloth. Is. 6d.

Haflz In London. Choicely printed.
Small Svo, gold cloth, 3s. 6d,

Magician's Own Book (The):
Performances with Cups and Balls,
Eggs Hats, Handkerchiefs, &c, All
from actual Experience. Edited by
W. H. Cremer. With 200 Illustrations,
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 4s. 6d,

MacDonald.—Works of Fancy
and Imagination. By George Mac-
donald, LL.D. Ten Volumes, in
handsome cloth case, 2l3.— Vol, i.

Within and Without. The Hidden
Life.— Vol. a. The Disciple. The
Gospel Women. A Book of Sonnets,
Organ Songs.—Vol. 3. Violin Songs.
Songs of the Days and Nights.
A BooKOF Dreams. Roadside Poems,
Poems for Children. Vol. 4. Para-
bles. Ballads. Scotch Songs.—
Vols. 5 and 6. Phantastes: A Faerie
Romance.—Vol. 7. The Portent.—
Vol. 8. The Light Princess. The
Giant's Heart. Shadows.— Vol. g,

Cross Purposes. The Golden Key.
The Carasoyn. Little Daylight.—
Vol. 10. The Cruel Painter. The
Wowo' RivvEN. The Castle. The
Broken Swords. The Gray Wolf
Uncle Cornelius.
The Volumes are also sold separately

in Grolier-pattern cloth, 2s. 6d. each.

Macdonell.—Quaker Cousins:
A Novel. By Agnes Macdonell.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

;
post

Svo, illustrated boards, 23.

Macgregor. — Pastimes and
Players. Notes on Popular Games,
By Robert Macgregor. Post Svo,
cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Mackay.—Interludes and Un-
dertones ;

or, Music at Twilight. By
Charles Mackay, LL.D, Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 63.

Maclise Portrait-Gallery (The)

Macquoid (Mrs.), Works by:
Square 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. each.
In the Ardennes. With 50 fine Illus-

trations by Thomas R. Macquoid.
Pictures and Legends from Nor-
mandy and Brittany. With numer-
ous Illusts. by Thomas R. Macquoid.

Through Normandy. With go Illus-
trations byT. R. Macquoid.

Through Brittany. With numerous
Illustrations by T. R. Macquoid.

About Yorkshire. With 67 Illustra-

tions by T. R. Macquoid.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
The Evil Eye, and other Stories,
Lost Rose.

of Illustrious Literary Characters;
with Memoirs—Biographical, Critical,
Bibliographical, and Anecdotal—illus-

trative of the Literature of the former
half of the Present Century. By
William Bates, B.A. With 85 Por-
traits printed on an India Tint, Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.



i6 BOORS PUBLISHED BY

Magic Lantern (The), and its

Management: including full Prac-
tical Directions for producing the
Limelight, making Oxygen Gas, and
preparing Lantern Slides. By T. C.
Hepworth. With lo Illustrations.
Crown 8vo, la. ; cloth. Is . 6d.

Magna Charta. An exact Fac-
simile of the Original in the British
Museum, printed on fine plate paper,
3 feet by 2 feet, with Arms and Seals
emblazoned in Gold and Colours. 68.

Mallock (W. H.), Works by:
The New Republic; or, Culture, Faith
and Philosophy in an English Country
House. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

;

Cheap Edition, illustrated boards, 2s.

The New Paul and Virginia; or. Posi-
tivism on an Island. Post 8vo, cloth
limp, 2s. 6d.

Poems. Small 4to, in parchment, 8s.

Is Life worth Living? Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 6s.

Mallory's (Sir Thomas) Mont
d'Arthur; The Stories of King Arthur
and of the Knights of the Round Table.
Edited by B. Montgomerie Ranking.
Post 8vo, cloth limp, 23.

Man - Hunter (The) : Stories
from the Note-book of a Detective. By
Dick Donovan. Post 8vo, illustrated

boards, 2s. ;
cloth, 23. 6d.

Mark Twain, Works by:
The Choice Works of Mark Twain.

Revised and Corrected throughout by
the Author. With Life, Portrait, and
numerous Illust. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex,7s.6d.

The Innocents Abroad ;
or. The New

Pilgrim's Progress : Being some Ac-
count of the Steamship " Quaker
City's " Pleasure Excursion to

Europe and the Holy Land. With
234 Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth
extra, 7s. 6d.—Cheap Edition (under
the title of" Mark Twain's Pleasure
Trip "),post 8vo, illust. boards, 2s.

Roughing It, and The Innocents at
Home. With 200 Illustrations by F.

A. Fraser. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 7s. 6d.

The Glided Age. By Mark Twain
and Charles Dudley Warner.
With 212 Illustrations by T. Coppin
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
With III Illustrations. Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.—Cheap Edition
post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s.

The Prince and the Pauper. With
nearly 200 Illustrations. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.—Cheap Edition,
post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

A Tramp Abroad. With 314 Illusts.

Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.—Cheap
Edition, post Svo illust. bds., 2|.

Mark Twain's Works, continued—
The Stolen White Elephant, &o.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s.; post Svo,
illustrated boards, 28.

Life on the Mississippi. With about
300 Original Illustrations. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.—Cheap Edi-
tion, post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn. With 174 Illustrations by
E. W. Kemble. Crown 8vo, cloth
extra, 7s. 6d.—Cheap Edition, post
Svo, illustrated boards, 23.

Mark Twain's Library of Humour.
With numerous Illustrations. Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Marlowe's Works. Including
his Translations. Edited, with Notes
and Introductions, by Col. Cun-
ningham. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

Marryat(Florence), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 3s.6d. each;
post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Open ! Sesame! |
Written in Fire.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
A Harvest of Wild Oats.
Fighting the Air.

Masslnger's Plays. From the
Text of William Gifford. Edited
by Col. Cunningham. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 6s.

Masterman.—Half a Dozen
Daughters: A Novel. By J. Master-
man. Post Svo, illustrated boards, 28.

M atthews.—A Secret of the
Sea, &c. By Brander Matthews.
Post 8vo,iUu st. bds., 23. ; cloth, 23. 6d.

Mayfair Library, The

:

Post Svo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d. per Volume.
A Journey Round My Room. By
Xavier de Maistre. Translated
by Henry Attwell.

Quips and Quiddities. Selected by
W. Davenport Adams.

The Agony Column of "The Times,"
from 1800 to 1S70. Edited, with an
Introduction, by Alice Clay.

Melancholy Anatomised: A Popular
Abridgment of " Burton's Anatomy
of Melancholy."

Gastronomy as a Fine Art. By
Brillat-Savarin.

The Speeches of Charles Dickens.
Literary Frivolities, Fancies, Follies,

and Frolics. By W. T. Dobson.
Poetical Ingenuities and Eccentrici-

ties. Selected and Edited by W. T.
DoBSON.

The Cupboard Papers. By Fin-Bec.
Original Plays by W. S. Gilbert.

First Series. Containing: The
Wicked World — Pygmalion and
Galatea— Charity — The Princess

—

The Palace of Truth—Trial by Jury.
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Mayfair Library, continued-

Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d. per Vol.

Original Plays by W. S Gilbert.
Skcond Series. Containing : Broken
Hearts— Engaged— Sweethearts—
Gietchen—Dan'l Druce—Tom Cobb
—H.M.S. Pinafore— The Sorcerer

—The Pirates of Penzance.

Songs of Irish Wit and Humour.
Collectedand Edited by A. Percevai.
Graves.

Animals and their Masters. By Sir

Arthur Helps.
Social Pressure. By Sir A. Helps.
Curiosities of Criticism. By Henry

]. Jennings.
The Autocrat ofthe Breakfast-Table

Bv Oliver Wendell Holmes. Il-

lustrated by J. Gordon Thomson.
Pencil and Palette. By Robert
Kempt.

Little Essays : Sketches and Charac-
ters. By Chas. Lamb. Selected from
his Letters by Percy Fitzgerald.

Forensic Anecdotes; or, Humour and
Curiosities of the Law and Men of

Law. By Jacob Larwood.
Theatrical Anecdotes. By Jacob
Larwood.

Jeux d'Esprlt. Edited by Henry S.

Leigh.
True History of Joshua Davidson.
By E. Lynn Linton.

Witch Stories. By E. Lynn Linton.

Ourselves: Essays on Women. By
E. Lynn Linton.

Pastimes and Players. By Robert
Macgregor.

The New Paul and Virginia. By
W. H. Mallock.

New Republic. By W. H. Mallock.
Puck on Pegasus. By H.Cholmonde-
ley-Pennell.

Pegasus Re-Saddled. By H. Chol-
mondeley-Pennell. Illustrated by
George Du Maurier.

Muses of Mayfair Edited by H.
Cholmondeley-Pennell.

Thoreau : His Life and Aims. By
H. A. Page.

Punlana. By the Hon. Hugh Rowley.

More Punlana. By the Hon. Hugh
Rowley.

The Philosophy of Handwriting. By
Don Felix de Salamanca.

By Stream and Sea. By William
Senior.

Old Stories Re told. By Walter
Thornbury.

Leaves from a Naturalist's Note-
Book. By Dr. Andrew Wilson.

Mayhew.—London Characters
and the Humorous Side of London
Life. Bv Henry Mayhew. With nume-
lous Illiistn. Cr. 8vo, cl, extra, 3a. 6d.

Medicine, Family.—One Thou-
sand Medical Maxims and Surgical

Hints, for Infancy, Adult Life, Middle
Age, and Old Age. By N. E. Davies,
L.R.C.P Lond. Cr. SvOjjg.; cl^lS^Sji-

Menken.— Infelicia: Poems by
Adah Isaacs Menken. A New Edi-

tion, with a Biographical Preface, nu-

merous Illustrations by F. E. Lummis
and F. O. C. Darley, and Facsimile

of a Letter from Charles Dickens.
Beautifully printed on small 4to ivory

paper, with red border to each page,

and handsomely bound. Price 7s. 6d.

Mexican Mustang (On a),

through Texas, from the Gulf to the Rio

Grande. A New Book of American Hu-
mour. By A. E.Sweet and J. Armoy.
Knox, Editors of "Texas Sittings."

With 265 Illusts. Cr. 8vo, cl.extra, 73.6d.

Middlemass (Jean), Novels by:
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Touch and Go. I
Mr. Dorilllon.

MiTler.— Physiology for the
Young; or, The House of Life: Hu-
man Physiology, with its application

to the Preservation of Health. For
Classes and Popular Reading. With
numerous Illusts. By Mrs. F. Fenwick
Miller. Small 8vo, cloth limp, 23. 6d.

Milton (J. L.), Works by:
Sm. 8vo, Is. each ; cloth ex.. Is. 6d. each.

The Hygiene of the Skin. A Concise

Set of Rules for the Management ot

the Skin; with Directions for Diet,

Wines, Soaps, Baths, &c.

The Bath In Diseases of the Skin.

The Laws of Life, and their Relation

to Diseases of the Skin.

Molesworth (Mrs.).—Hather-
court Rectory. By Mrs. Moles-
worth, Author of "The Cuckoo
Clock," &c. Cr. 8vo, cl. extra, 43. 6d. ;

post 8vo, illustrated boards. 23.

MoncriefF.— The Abdication ;

or, Time Tries All. An Historical

Drama. By W. D. Scott-Moncrieff.
With Seven Etchings by John Pettib,

R.A., W. Q. Orchardson, R.A., J.

MacWhirter, A.R.A.,Colin Hunter,
A.R.A., R. Macbeth, A.R.A., and Tom
Graham, R.S.A. Large 4to, bound m
buckram, 21s.

Moore (Thomas):
Byron's Letters and Journals; with

Notices of his Life. By Thomas
MooRE. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Pro^e and Verse, Humorous, Satiri-

cal, and Sentimental, by Thomas
Moore; with Suppressed Passages

from the Memoirs of Lord Byron.

Edited, with Notes and Introduc-

tion, by R. HeRNE S'rlEPHERD. With

a Portrait. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 64.



BOOKS PUBLISHED BY
Murray (D. Christie), Novels
by. Crown 8vo,cloth extra, 3s. 6(1. each

;

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
A Life's Atonement.

I A Model Father.
Joseph's Coat.

| Coals of Fire.
By the Gate of the Sea.
Val Strange.

| HeaPta.
The Way of the World.
A Bit of Human Nature.
First Person Singular.
Cynic Fo rtune.

Old Blazer's Hero. With Three Illus-
trations by A. McCoRMicK. Crown
8vo, cloth ex., 6s.—Cheaper Edition,
post 8vo, illust. boards, 23. {Shortly.

One Traveller Returns. By D.
Christie Murr.w and H. Herman.
Cr. 8vo, cl. ex.,6s.

Novelists. — Half-Hours with
the Best Novelists of the Century

:

ChoiceReadings from the finest Novels.
Edited, with Critical and Biographical
Notes, by H. T. Mackenzie Bell.
Crown 8vo, cl. ex., 3s. 6d. [Prepa ring

,

Nursery Hints: A Mother's
Guide in Health and Disease. By N, E,
Davies,L.R.C.P. Cr.8vo, Is.

;
cl., Is.Sd.

O'Connor Lord Beaconsfield:
A Biography. ByT. P. O'Connor, M.P,
Sixth Edition, with a New Preface,
bringing the work down to the Death
of Lord Beaconsfield, Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

b'Hanlon.— The Unforeseen:
A Novel. By Alice O'Hanlon. New
& Cheaper Ed. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s.

Oliphant (Mrs.) Novels by:
Whiteladles. With Illustrations by
Arthur Hopkins and H. Woods.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

;

post 8vo , illustrated boards, 23.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 4s. 6d. each.

;

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s, each.
The Primrose Path.
The Greatest Heiress In England.

O'Reilly.—Phoebe's Fortunes:
A Novel. With Illustrations by Henry
Tu ck. Post 8vo, illustrated boards

, 23.

O'Shaughnessy (A.), Works by

:

Songs of a Worker. Fcap. 8vo, cloth
extra, 7s. 6d.

Music and Moonlight. Fcap. 8vo,
cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Lays of France. Cr.8 vo, cl. ex. ,10s. 6d,

Ouida, Novels by. Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 3s. 8d. each; post Svo,
illustrated boards, 23. each.

Held In Bondage.
|
Under Two Flags.

Strathmore. Cecil Castle-
Chandoa ' malne's Gage.

Ouida, continued^
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. Gd. each

; post
8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Idalla
Tricotrln.
Puck.
Folle Farlne.
TwoLlttleWooden
Shoes.

A Dog of Flanders.
Pascarel.
SIgna.

I
Ariadne.

In a Winter City.

Friendship.
Moths.

I
BImbl.

Pipistrello.
In Maremma.
A Village Com-
mune.

Wanda.
Frescoes. [Ine.
Princess Naprax-
Othmar.

Wisdom, Wit, and Pathos, selected
fronj the Works of Ouida by F.
Sydney Morris. Sm.cr.8vo,cl.ex.,53.

Page (H. A.), Worl<s by :

Thoreau : His Life and Aims : A Study.
With Portrait. Post 8vo,cl.limp, 23.6d.

Lights on the V/ay : Some Tales with-
in a Tale. By the late J. H. Alex-
ander, B.A. Edited by H. A. Page.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

Animal Anecdotes. Arranged on a
New Principle. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, 53.

Parliamentary Elections and
Electioneering In the Old Days (A
History of). Showing the State of
Political Parties and Party Warfare at
the Hustings and in the House of
Commons from the Stuarts to Queen
Victoria. Illustrated from the original
Political Squibs, Lampoons, Pictorial
Satires, and Popular Caricatures of
the Time. By Joseph Grego, Author
of "Rowlandson and his Works"The Life of Gilhay," &c. A New
Edition, crown Svo, cloth extra, with
Coloured Frontispiece and loo Illus-
trations, 7s. 6d. [Prepariif

Pascal's Provincial Letters. A
New Translation, with Historical In-
troduction and Notes, by T. M'Crie,
P.P. Post Svo, cloth limp, 23.

Patient's (The) Vade Mecum:
How to get most Benefit from Medical
Advice. By W. Knight, M.R.C.S.,and
E.Knight.L.R.C.P. Cr.Svo, ls.;cl. l,'6.

Paul Ferroli :

'

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
Paul Ferroli : A Novel.
Why Paul Ferroli Killed his Wife.

Payn (James), NovelsHbyl
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each •

post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each
'

Lost Sir Masslngberd.
Walter's Word.
Less Black than v^e're Painted
By Proxy.

| High Spirit*
Under One Roof.
A Confidential Agent.
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Payn (James), continued-

Some Private Views.

A Grape from a Thorn.
From Exile.

I

The Canon'8 Ward.

The Talk of the Town.

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Kit: A Memory.
|

Carlyon's Year.

A Perfect Treasure.
Bentlnck'sTutor.l Murphy's Master.

The Best of Husbands.
For Cash Only. _„ ^
What He Cost Her. |

Cecil's Tryst.

Fallen Fortunes. I Halves.

A County Family. 1 At Her Mercy.

A Woman's Vengeance.
The ClyfTards of Clyffe.

The Family Scapegrace.
The Foster Brothers. 1

Found Dead
Gwendoline's Harvest.
Humorous Stories.
Like Father, Like Son.

A Marine Residence.
Married Beneath Him.
Mirk Abbey. |

Not Wooed, but Won.
Two Hundred Pounds Reward.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each.

Glow-Worm Tales.
The Mystery of Mirbrldge. IShortly.

In Peril arTd Privation: Stories of

Marine Adventure Re-told. A Boon

for Boys. With numerous Illustra-

tions. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, 6s.

Holiday Tasks. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra,

6s. • post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23.

Pipkis (C. L.), Novels by:
Trooping with Crows. Fcap. 8vo,

picture cover. Is. 1
boards, 2s.

Lady Lovelace. Post 8v&, illustrated

Planch6 (J. R.), Works by:
The Pursuivant of Arms ;

or, Her-

aldry Founded upon Facts. With
Coloured Frontispiece and 200 Illus-

trations. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6tt.

Songs and Poems, from 1819 to 1879.

Edited, with an Introduction, by his

Daughter, Mrs. Mackarness. Crown
8vO| cloth extra, 6s.

Plutarch's Lives of Illustrious

Men. Translated from the Greek,

with Notes Critical and Historical, and

a Life of Plutarch, by John and

William Langhorne. Two Vols.,

Svo, cloth extra, with Portraits, 103. 6d.

Poe (Edgar Allan) :—
"

The Choice Works, in Prose and

Poetry, of Edgar Allan Poe. With

an Introductory Essay by Charles
Baudelaire, Portrait and Fac-

similes. Crown Svo, cl, extra, 7s. 6d.

The Mystery of Marie Roget. and

other Stories. Post8vo. illust.bds.,23.

Paul.—Gentle and Simple. By
Margaret Agnes Paul. With a

Frontispiece by Helen Paterson.

Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. ;
post 8vo,

illustrated boards. 23.

Pears.—The Present Depres-

sion In Trade: Its Causes and Reme-

dies. Being the " Pears" Prize Essays

(of One Hundred Guineas) . By Edwin
GoADBY and William Watt. With

an Introductory Paper by Prof. Leone

Levi, F.S.A., F.S.S. Demy Svo, 13.

P^ii^\ (H. Cholmondeley),
Works by: „ «j u
Post Svo, cloth hmp, 23. 6d. each.

Puck on Pegasus. With Illustrations,

Pegasus Re-Saddled. With Ten lull-

page Illusts. by G. Du Maurier.

Tine Muses of Mayfalr. Vers de

Societe, Selected and Edited by H.

C. Pennell.

Ph'elps (E. Stuart), Works by:

Post Svo, 13. each ; cl. limp, la. Gd. each.

Beyond the Gates. By the Author

of "The Gates Ajar."

An Old Maid's Paradise.
Burglars I n Paradise^

Jack the Fisherman. With Twenty-

two Illustrations by C. W. Reed,

Cr. Bvo, picture cover, l8. i cl. 18. ott.

Pope's Poetical Works. Com-
plete in One Vol . Post Svo ,

cl. limp, 2s.

Praed (Mrs. Campbell-).—"The
Right Honourable:" A Romance of

Society and Politics. By Mrs. Camp-

bell-Praed and Justin McCarthy,
M. P. Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

Price (E. C), Novels by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each

post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Valentlna. I
The Foreigners

Mrs. Lancaster's R ival.

Gerald. Post Svo, illust. boards, 23.

Princess Olga—Kadna ; or. The
Great Conspiracy of 1881. By the

Princess Olga. Cr. Svo ,
cl. ex., 63 .

PToctor (Rich. A.), Works by:

Flowers of the Sky. With 55 Illu^*!-

Small crown Svo, cloth extra, 4s. bd.

Easy Star Lessons. With Star Maps
for Every Night in the Year, Draw-

ings of the Constellations, &c.

Crown Svo, cloth extra, 63.

Familiar Science Studies. Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 73. 6d.

Saturn and Its System. New and

Revised Edition, with 13 Steel Plates.

Demy Svo, cloth extra, 103. 6d.

Mysteries of Time and Space. With

Illusts. Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

The Universe of Suns, and other

Science Gleanings. With numerous

Illusts, Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 78. 6d.

Wages and Wants of Science

Workers. Crown Svo, is. ea.
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Rabelais' Works. Faithfully
Translated from the French, with
variorum Notes, and numerous charao
leristic Illustrations by Gustave
UOR&. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Rambosson.—Popular Astro-
nomy. By J. Rambosson, Laureate of
Uie Institute of France. Translated by
C. B. Pitman. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt,
numerous Illusts., and a beautifully
executed Chart of Spectra, 7s. 6d.

Reade (Charles), Novels by:
Cr. 8vo, cloth extra, illustrated,3s.6cl.
each

; post 8vo, illust. bds., 23. each.
Peg Wofflngton. Illustrated by S. L.
FiLDEs, A.R.A.

Chflstie Johnstone. Illustrated by
William Small.

It Is Never Too Late to Mend. Il-
lustrated by G. I. PiNWELL.

The Course of True Love Never did
run Smooth. Illustrated by Helen
Paterson.

The Autobiography of a Thief ; Jack
of all Trades; and James Lambert.
Illustrated by Matt Stretch.

Love me Little, Love me Long. Il-
lustrated by M. Ellen Edwards.

The Double Marriage. Illust. by Sir
John Gilbert. R.A.,andC. Keene.

The Cloister and the Hearth. Il-
lustrated by Charles Keene.

Hard Cash. lUust. by F. W. Lawson.
Grifflth Gaunt. Illustrated by S. L*
Fildes, A.R.A., and Wm. Small.

'

Foul Play. Illust. by Du Maurier.
Put Yourself In His Place. Illus-
trated by Robert Barnes.

A Terrible Temptation. Illnstrated
by Edw. Hughes and A. W. Cooper.

The Wandering Heir. Illustrated by
H. Paterson, S. L. Fildes, A.R.A

,C. Green, and H. Woods, A.R.A.
A Simpleton. Illustrated by Kate
Crauford. [Couldery.

A Woman-Hater. Illust. by Thos.
SIngleheart and Doubleface- A*

Matter-of-fact Romance. Illustrated
by P. Macnab.

Good Stories of Men and other
Animals. Illustrated by E. A. Abbey
Percy Macquoid, and Joseph Nash.'

The Jilt, and other Stories. Illustrated
by Joseph Nash.

Readlana. With a Steel-plate Portrait
of Charles Reade.

Bible Characters ; Studies of David
Nehemiah, Jonah, &c. Fcap. 8vo.
leatherette, la.

Reader's Handbook (The) of
Allusions, References, Plots, and
stories. By the Rev. Dr. Brewer.
Filth Edition, revised throughout,
with a New Appendix, containing a
Complete English Bibliography.
Cr. 8vo, 1,400 pages, cloth extra, 78. 6d.

Rice (Portrait of James).—
Specially etched by Daniel A. Wehr-
SCHMIDT for the New Library Edition
of Besant and Rice's Novels. A few
Proofs before Letters have been taken
on Japanese paper, size 153 x 10 in.
Price 5s. each.

Richardson. — A Ministry of
Health, and other Papers. By Ben-
jamin Ward Richardson, M.D., &c.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra . 6s.

Ridden (Mrs. J. H.), Noveisl)y":
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 33. 6d. each •

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each!
Her Mother's Darling.
The Prince of Wales's Garden Party.
Weird Stories.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
The Uninhabited House.
Fairy Water.
The Mystery In Palace Gardens.

Rimmer (Alfred), Works by:
Square 8vo, cloth gilt, 7s. 6d. each.
Our Old Country Towns. With over
50 Illustrations.

Rambles Round Eton and Harrow
With 50 Illustrations.

About England with Dickens. With
58 Illustrations by Alfred Rimmer
andC. A. Vanderhoof.

Robinson (F. W.), Novels by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each •

post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each
*

Women are Strange.
The Hands of Justice.

Robinson (Phil), Works by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. each
The Poets' Birds.
The Poets' Beasts.
The Poets and Nature: Reptiles.

Fish es, and Insects. [Preparing.

Rochefoucauld's Maxims and
Moral Reflections. With Notes, and
an Introductory Essay by Sainte-
Beuve. Post Svo

, cloitliJiiiif>. 23.

Roll of Battle Abbey, Th^T^
A List of the Principal Warriors who
came over from Normandy with Wil-
liam the Conqueror, and Settled in
this Country, a.d. 10C6-7. With the
principal Arms emblazoned in Gold
and Colours. Handsomely printed, 65.
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Rowley (Hon. Hugh), Works by:
Post 8vo, cloth limp, 23. 6d. each.

Punlana: Riddles and Jokes. With
numerous Illustrations.

More Punlan a. Profusely Illustrated,

Runciman (James), Stories by:
Post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each;

cloth limp, 2s. 6d. each.
Skippers and Shellbacks.
Grace Dalmalgn's Sweetheart.
Schools and Scholars.

Russell (W. Clank), Works by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. each; post

Svo, ilkistraied boards, 23. each.
Round the Galley-Fire.
On the Fo'k'sle Head.
In the Middle Watch.
A Voyage to the Cape.
Crown bvo, cloth estia, 63. each,

A Book for the Hammock.
The Mystery of the "Ocean Star,"

&c.
*»* The above Si."; Books may also be
had in a handsome cloth box, under
the general title of " Clark Rus-
sell's Ska Books," for 363.

Sala.—Gaslight and Daylight.
Hy George Augustus Sala. Post
Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

Sanson.—Seven Generations
of Executioners: Memoirs of the
Sanson Family (i6S8 to 1847). Edited
by HENRvSANSON. Cr.8vo,cl.ex.33 6d.

Saunders (John), Novels by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each;
post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.

Bound to the Wheel.
Guy Waterman.

I

Lion In the Pathi
The Two Dreamers.

One Against the World. Post Svo,

illustrated boards, 23.

Saunders (Katharine), Novels
by. Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each;

post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Margaret and Elizabeth.
The High Mills.

Heart Salvage. I
Sebastian.

Joan Merryweather. Post Svo, illus-

trated boards, 23.

Gideon's Rock. Crown Svo, cloth

extra, 33. 6d.

Science Gossip: An Illustrated
Medium of Interchange for Students
and Lovers of Nature. Edited by J. E.
Taylor, F.L.S., &c. Devoted to Geo-
logy, Botany, Physiology, Chemistry,
Zoology, Microscopy, Telescopy, Phy-
siography, &c. Price 4d. Monthly ; or

58. per year, post free. Vols. I . to

XIV. may be had at 7s. 6d. each : and
Vols. XV. to date, at 5s. each. Cases
for Binding, Is. 6d. each.

"Secret Out" Series, The:
Cr. Svo, cl.ex., Illusts., 4s. 6d. each.

The Secret Out: One Thousand
Tricks with Cards, and other Re-
creations; with Entertaining Experi-
ments in Drawing-room or " White
Magic." By W.H.Crkmer. 30oIllusts.

The Art of Amusing: A Collection of

Graceful Arts.Games.Tricks, Puzzles,
and Charades By Frank Bellew.
With juo Illustrations.

Hanky-Panky: Very Easy Tricks,
Very Dif&cult Tricks, White Magic,
Sleight of Hand. Edited by W. H.
Cremer. With 200 Illustrations.

Magician's Own Book: Performances
with Cups and Balls, Eggs, Hats,
Handkerchiefs, &c. All from actual
Experience. Edited by W. H. Cre-
me r. 200 IllustrationSj

Seguin (L. G.), Works by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 63. each.

The Country of the Passion Play,
and the Highlands and Highlanders
of Bavaria. With Map and 37 Illusts.

Walks In Algiers and its Surround-
ings. With 2 Maps and 16 Illusts.

Senior.—By Stream and Sea.
By W. Senio r. Post Svo.cl.limp, 2s.6d.

Seven Sagas (The) of Prehis-
toric Man. By James H. Stoddart,
Author of " The Village Life." Crown
Svo, cloth extra, 63.

Shakespeare

:

The First Folio Shakespeare.—Mr.
William Shakespeare's Comedies,
Histories, and Tragedies. Published
according to the true Originall Copies.
London, Printed by Isaac Iaggard
and Ed. Blount. 1623.—A Repro-
duction ofthe extremely rare original,

in reduced facsimile, by a photogra-
phic process—ensuring the strictest

accuracy in every detail. Small Svo,
half-Roxburghe, 73. 6d.

The Lansdowne Shakespeare. Beau-
tifully printed in red and black, in

small but very clear type. With
engraved facsimile of Droeshout's
Portrait. Post Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Shakespeare for Children: Tales
from Shakespeare. By Charles
and Mary Lamb. With numerous
Illustrations, coloured and plain, by

J. MoYR Smith. Cr. 4to, cl. gilt, 6s.

The Handbook of Shakespeare
Music. Being an Account of 350
Pieces of Music, the compositions
ranging from the Elizabethan Age
to the Present Time. By Alfred
RoFFE. 4to, half-RoxburRue, 7s.

A study of Shakespeare. By Alger-
non Charles Swinburne. Crown
Svo, cloth extra. 8a,
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Shelley.—TheCompleteWorks

In Verse and Prose of Percy Bysshe
Shelley. Edited, Prefaced and Anno-
tated by Richard Herne Shepherd.
Five Vols., crown 8vo, cloth boards,
3s. 6d. each.

Poetical Works, in Three Vols.
Vol. I. An Introduction by the Editor; The
Posthumous Fragments of Margaret Nichol-
son : SlieUey's Correspondence with Stock-
dale ; Tlie Wandering Jew (the only complete
version)

; Queen Mnb, with the Notes

;

Alastor, and other Poems ; Rosalind and
Helen ; Prometheus Unbound

; Adonaii, &c.
Vol. n. Laon and Cythna (as originally pub-

lished, instead of the emasculated "Revolt
of Islam") : The Cenci

; Julian and Maddalo
(from Shelley's manuscript); Swellfoot the
Tyrant (from the copy in the Dyce Library
at South Kensington) ; The Witch of Atlas ;

Epipsychidion; Hellas.

Vol. III. Posthumous Poems, published by
Mrs. Shelley in 1824 and J839; The Masque
of Anarchy (from Shelley's ixanuscript) ; and
other Pieces not brought together in the ordi-
nary editions.

Prose Works, in Two Vols.
Vol. I. The Two Romances of Zastrozzi and

St. Irvyne ; the Dublin and Marlow Pam-
phlets ; A Refutation of Deism ; Letters to
Leigh Hunt, and some Minor Writings and
Fragments.
ol. II. The Essays; Letters from Abroad;
Translations and Fragments, Edited by Mrs.
SHELLEY, and (irst publislied in 1840, with
the addition of some Minor Pieces of great
interest and rarity, including one recently
discovered by Professor DOWDEN. 'With a
Bibliography of Shelley, and an exhaustive
Index of the Prose Works.

*** Also a Large-Paper Edition, to
be had in Sets only, at 52s. 6(i. for
the Five Volumes.

Sheridan :

—

Sheridan's Complete Works, with
Life and Anecdotes. Including his
Dramatic 'Writings, printed from the
Original Editions, his 'Works in
Prose and Poetry, Translations,
Speeches, Jokes, Puns, &c. With a
Collection of Sheridaniana. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, gilt, with 10 full-

page Tinted Illustrations, 7s. 6d.

Sheridan's Comedies: The Rivals,
and The School for Scandal.
Edited, with an Introduction and
Notes to each Play, and a Bio-
graphical Sketch of Sheridan, by
Brander Matthews. With Decora-
tive Vignettes and 10 full-page Illusts.

Demy 8vo, half-parchment, 12s. 6d.

Shei'"idan(General).—Personal
Memoirs of General P. H. Sheridan :

The Romantic Career of a Great
Soldier, told in his Own Words. With
22 Portraits and other Illustrations, 27
Maps and numerous Facsimiles of
Famous Letters. Two Vols, of 500
pages each, demy 8vo, clolh extra, g4Si

Sidney's (Sir Philip) Complete
Poetical Works, including all those in
"Arcadia." With Portrait, Memorial-
Introduction, Notes, -Sic., by the Rev.
A. B. Grosart, D.D. Three Vols.,
crown 8vo, cloth boards, I83.

Signboards: Their History.
With Anecdotes of Famous Taverns
and Remarkable Characters. By
Jacob Larwood and John Camden
Hotten. Crown 8vo, cloth extra,
with 100 Illustrations, 7s. 6d.

Sjms (George R.), Works by:

Sister Dora : A Biography. By
Margaret Lonsdale. Popular Edi-
tion, Revised, with additional Chap-
ter, a New Dedication and Preface,
and Four Illustrations. Sq. 8vo, pic-
ture cover, 4d. ; cloth, 6d.

Sketchley.—A Match in the
Dark. By Arthur Sketchley. Post
8vo, illustrated boards, 2s.

Slang Dictionary, The: Ety-
mological, Historical, and Anecdotal.
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, gilt, 6s. 6d.

Smith (J. Moyr), Works by:
The Prince of Argol is: A Story of the
Old Greek Fairy Time. Small 8vo,
cloth extra, with 130 Illusts., 3s. 6d.

Tales of Old Thule. With numerous
Illustrations. Cr. 8vo, cloth gilt, 6s.

The Wooing of the Water Witch.
With Illustrations. Small 8vo, 6s .

Society in London. By A
Foreign Resident. Crown 8vo, Is.

:

cloth. Is. 6d.

Society out of Town. By A
Foreign Resident, Author of " So-
ciety in London." Crown 8vo, cloth
e.xtra, 6s. \Prctaritis.

Society in Paris: The Upper
Ten Thousand. By Count PaulVasili.
Trans, by Raphael Ledos de Beau-
fort. Cr. 8vo. cl. ex.. 6s. [Prcpanue.

Spalding.-Elizabethan Demon.
ology : An Essay in Illustration of the
Belief in the Existence of Devils, and
the Powers possessed by Them. By T.
A, Spalding, LL.B. Cr, 8vO|C1. ex.,§g.

Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each;
cloth limp, 2s. 6d. each.

Rogues and Vagabonds.
The Ring o' Bells.
Mary Jane's Memoirs.
Mary Jane Married.

The Dagonet Reciter. Post 8vo, por-
trait cover, Is.; cloth, Is. 6d. [Shortly.
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Speight (T. W.), Novels by:
The Mysteries of Heron Dyke.
With a Frontispiece by M. Ellen
Edwards. Crown 8vo, cloth extra,
3s. 6d.; post 8vo, illustrated bds., 2s.

Wife or No Wife." Cr. 8vo, picture
cover, Is.

;
cloth, Is. 6d.

The Golden Hoop. Post 8vo, illust.

boards, 2s.

By Devious Ways. Demy Svo, Is.

INov.

Spenser for Children. By M.
H. TowRY. With Illustrations by
Walter J. Morgan. Crown 4to, with
Coloured Illustrations, cloth gilt, 6s.

Staunton.—Laws and Practice
of Chess; Together with an Analysis
of the Openings, and a Treatise on
End Games. By Howard Staunton.
Edited by Robert B. WoRMALD. New
Edition, small cr. Svo, cloth extra, 5s.

Stedman (E. C), Works by:
Victorian Poets. Thirteenth Edition,
revised and enlarged. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 9s.

The Poets of America. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, 9s.

Sterndale.—The Afghan Knife:
A Novel. By RobertArmitage Stern-
dale. Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d.; post

_ Svo, illustrated boards, 23.

Stevenson (RTLouis),Works by

:

Travels with a Donkey In the
Cevennes. Sixth Ed. Frontispiece by
W. Crane. Post Svo, cl. limp, 23. 6d.

An Inland Voyage. With Front, by
W. Crane. Post Svo, cl. Ip., 2s. 6d.

Familiar Studies of Men and Books.
2nd Edit. Cr. Svo, buckram extra, 6s.

New Arabian Nights. Crown Svo,
buckram extra, 6s. ; post Svo, illust.

boards, 2s.

The Silverado Squatters. With
Frontispiece. Crown 8vo, buckram
extra, 6s. Cheap Edition, post Svo,
picture cover, Is.

;
cloth, Is. 6d.

Prince Otto : A Romance. Fourth
Edition. Crown Svo, buckram extra,

6s. ; post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

The Merry Men, and other Tales and
Fables. Cr. Svo, buckram ex., 6s.

Underwoods : Poems. Post8vo,cl.ex.6s.

Memories and Portraits. Second
Edition. Cr. Svo, buckram extra, 6s.

Virglnibus Puerlsque^ and other
Papers. A New Edition, Revised.
Fcap. Svo, buckram extra, 6s.

St. John.—A Levantine Family.
By Eavle St. John. Post Svo, illus-

trated boards, 2s.

iStoddard.—Summer Cruising
In the South Seas. By Cfiarles
Warren Stoddard. Illust. by Wallis
Mackay. Crown Svo, cl. extra, 3s. 6d.

Stories from Foreign Novel-
ists. With Notices of their Lives and
Writings. By Helen and Alice Zim-
mern. Frontispiece. Crown Svo, cloth

extra, 33. 6d. ; post Svo , illust.Jjds., 23.

St. Pierre.—Paul and Virginia,
and The Indian Cottage. By Ber-
NARDiN St. Pierre. Edited, with Life,

by Rev. E. Clarke . Post8vo,cl.lp.,23.

Strange Manuscript (A) found
In a Copper Cylinder. With ig full-

page Illustrations by Gilbert Gaul.
Second Edition. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, 5s .

Strutt's Sports and Pastimes
of the People cf England; including
the Rural and Domestic Recreations,
May Games, Mummeries, Shows, &c.,

from the Earliest Period to the Present
Time. With 140 Illustrations. Edited
by Wm.Hone. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, 7s.6d.

Suburban Homes (The) of
London: A Residential Guide to

Favourite London Localities, their

Society, Celebrities, and Associations.
With Notes on their Rental, Rates, and
House Accommodation. VVithMapof
Suburban London. Cr.8vo,cl.ex.,7s 6d.

Swift's Choice Works, in Prose
and Verse. With Memoir, Portrait,

and Facsimiles of the maps in the
Original Edition of " Gulliver's

Travels." Cr. Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Swinburne (Algernon C),
Works by:

Selections from the Poetical Works
of Algernon Charles Swinburne.
Fcap. Svo, cloth extra, 6s.

Atalanta in Calydon. Crown Svo, 63.

Chastelard. A Tragedy. Cr. Svo, 7s.

Poems and Ballads. First Series.
Fcap. Svo, 9s. Cr. Svo, same price.

Poems a^d Ballads. Second Series.
Fcap. Svo, 93. Cr. Svo, same price.

Notes on Poems and Reviews. Svo, Is.

Songs before Sunrise. Cr.Svo, 10s.6d.

Both well: A Tragedy. Cr. 8vo,12s.6d.

Songs of Two Nations. Cr. Svo, 63.

Essays and Studies. Crown Svo, 12s.

Erechtheus: A Tragedy. Cr. Svo, 6s.

Note on Charlotte Bronte. Cr.8vo,6s.
A Study of Shakespeare. Cr. Svo, 8s.

Songs of the Springtides. Cr. Svo, 63.

studies In Song. Crown Svo, 7s.

Mary Stuart : A Tragedy. Cr. Svo, 8s.

Tristram of Lyonesse, and other
Poems. Crown Svo, 93.

ACentury of Roundels. Small4to,8s.
A Midsummer Holiday, and other
Poems. Crown Svo, 73.

Marino Fallero: ATragedy. Cr.Svo.Gs.

A Study of victor Hugo. Cr. Svo, 68.

Miscellanies. Crown Svo, 123.

Locrine: ATragedy. Crown Svo, Cs.

Mr. Swinburne's New Volume of
Poems. Crown Svo, 6s iShortly,
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Symonds.—Wine, Women, and
Song: MediaBval Latin Students'
Songs. Now first translated into Eng-
lish Verse, with Essay by J. Addington
Symonds. Small 8vo, parchment, 63 .

Syntax's (Dr.) Three Tours:
In Search of the Picturesque, in Search
of Consolation, and in Search of a
Wife. With the whole of Rowland-
son's droll page Illustrations in Colours
and a Lile of the Author by J. C.HoTTEN. Med. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

Taine's History of English
Literature. Translated by Henry
Van Laun. Four Vols., small 8vo,
cloth boards, 30s.—Popular Edition,
Two Vols., crown 8vo, cloth extra, 153.

Taylor's (Bayard) Diversions
of the Echo Club: Burlesques of
Modern Writers. Post 8vo, cl. limp, 23.

Taylor (Dr. J. E., F.L.S.), Works
by. Crown Svo, cloth ex., 7s. 6d.. each.
The Sagacity and Morality of
Plants : A Sketch of the Life and
Conduct of the Vegetable Kingdom.
ColouredFrontispiece and loo lUust.

Our Common British Fossils, and
Where to Find Them : A Handbook
for Students. With 331 Illustrations.

The Playtime Naturalist :ABookfor
every Home. With about 350 IlAis-
trations. Crown Svo, cloth extra, 5s.

.

[Preparing.

Taylor's (Tom) Historical
Dramas: "Clancarty," "Jeanne
Dare," " 'Twixt Axe and Crown,'' " The
Fool's Revenge," " Arkwright's Wife,"
"Anne Boleyn," "Plot and Passion.''
One Vol., cr. 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.
*** The Plays may also be had sepa-

rately, at Is. each. ^
Tennyson (Lord) : A Biogra-
phical Sketch. Bv H. J. Jennings.
With a Photograph-Portrait. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 6s.

Thackerayana: Notes and Anec-
dotes. Illustrated by Hundreds of
Sketches by William Makepeace
Thackeray, depicting Humorous
Incidents in his School-life, and
Favourite Characters in the books of
his every-day reading'. With Coloured
Frontispiece. Cr. 8vo, cl. extra, 7s. Gd.

Thomas (Bertha), Novels by:
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each
post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
Cresslda. | Proud Malsle.
The VIolln-Player.

Thomas (M.).—A Fight for Life :

A Novel. By W. Moy Thomas. Post
Svo, illusti-ated boards, 28.

Thomson's Seasons and Castle
of Indolence. With a Biographical
and Critical Introduction by Allan
Cunningham, and over 50 fine Illustra-
tions on Steel and Wood. Crown Svo,
cloth extra, gilt edges, 78. 6d.

Thornbury (Walter), Works by
Haunted London. Edited by Ed-
ward Walford, M.A. With Illus-
trations by F. W. Fairholt, F.S.A.
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

The Life and Correspondence of
J. M. W. Turner. Founded upon
Letters and Papers furnished by his
Friends and fellow Academicians.
With numerous lUusts. in Colours,
facsimiled from Turner's Original
Drawings. Cr. Svo, cl. extra, 73. 6d.

Old Stories Re-told. Post Svo, cloth
limp, 2s. 6d.

Tales for the Marines. Post Svo,
illustrated boards, 2s.

Timbs (Johri)^l/Vorks by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. each.
The History of Clubs and Club LIfa

In London. With Anecdotes of its
Famous Coffee-houses, Hostelries,
and Taverns. With many lUusts.

English Eccentrics and Eccen-
tricities: Stories of Wealth and
Fashion, Delusions, Impostures, and
Fanatic Missions, Strange Sights
and Sporting Scenes, Eccentric
Artists, Theatrical Folk, Men of
Letters, &c. With nearly 50 Illusts .

Trollope (Anthony), Novels by:
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each

;

post Svo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
The Way We Live Now.
Kept In the Dark.
Frau Frohmann.

| Marlon Fay.
Mr. Scarborough's Family.
The Land-Leaguers.

Post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.
The Golden Lion of Granpere.
John Caldlgate.

| American Senator

Trollope(FrancesE.),Novelsby
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each;
post Svo, illustrated boards, 23. each.

Like Ships upon the Sea.
Mabel's Progress. I Annejjjrness.

Trollope (T. A.).—Diamond Cut
Diamond, and other Stories. By
T. Adolphus Trollope. Post Svo,
illustrated boards, 2s.

Trowbridge.—Farnell's Folly:
A Novel. By J. T. Trowbridge. Post
Svo, illustrated boards, 2s.

Turgenieff. — Stories from
Foreign Novelists. By Ivan Turgk-
NiEi'F, and others. Cr. Svo, cloth extra
8s. 6d.; post Svo, illustrated boards, 23.
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Tytlep (C. C. Fraser-)-— l^lis-

tress Judith: A Novel. By C C,

Fraser-Tytler. Cr. 8vo, cloth extra,

3s. 6d. ;
post Svo.Jllust^oards, za.

TytfetMSarah), Novels by:

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 33. 6ii. each

;

post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2a. each.

What She Came Through.
The Bride's Pass.

Saint Mungo's City.

Beauty and the Beast.

Nobiesse Obilge.

Lady Beil.

Citoyenne Jacqueline.

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3a. 6d. each.

The Huguenot Family. With lUusts,

Buried Diam onds.

Disappeared : A Roi iance. Post 8vo,

illustrated boards, Is.

The Blacl<hall Gh-sts: A Novel.

3 Vols., crown 8vo. IPrepanng.

Van Laun.— History of French
Literature. By H. Van Laun. Three

Vols., demy 8vo, cl. bds., 78. 6d. each.

Viiiari.— A Double Bond: A
Story. By Linda Villari. Fcap.

8vo, picture cover, la.

WaTford (Edw., IVl.A.),Works by

:

The County Families of the United

Kingdom. Containing Notices ot

the Descent, Birth, Marriage, Educa-

tion, &c., of more than 12000, dis-

tinguished Heads of Families, their

Heirs Apparent or Presumptive, the

Offices they hold or have held, their

Town and Country Addresses, Clubs,

&c Twenty-seventh Annual Edi-

tion, for 1888, cloth gilt, 503.

The Shilling Peerage (1888). Con-

taining an Alphabetical List ol the

House of Lords, Dates of Creation,

Lists of Scotch and Irish Peers,

Addresses, &c. 32mo, cloth. Is.

The Shilling Baronetage (1888).

Containing an Alphabetical List ot

the Baronets of the United Kingdom,

short Biographical Notices, Dates

of Creation, Addresses, &c. 32010,

cloth, la.

The Shilling Knlgh1:age (1888). Con-

taining an Alphabetica! List of the

Knights of the United Kingdom,

short Biographical Notices, Dates of

Creation, Addresses,&c. 32mo,cl.,lS.

The Shilling House of Commons
(1888). Containing a Lift of all the

Members of Parliament, iheir Town
and Country Addresses, 6.C. New
Edition, embodying the i-asulls of

the recent General Election. 32mo,

cloth, 1>.

Walford's (Edw.) Works, continued—

The Complete Peerage, Baronet-

age, Knightage, and House oT

Commons (1888). In One Volume,

royal 32mo, cloth extra ,
gilt edges, 58.

Haunted London. By Walter
Thornbury. Edited by Edward
Walford, M.A. With Illustrations

by F. W. Fairholt, F.S.A. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 73. 6d.

Walton andCotton'sComplete
Angler; or, The Contemplative Man's

Recreation; being a Discourse of

Rivers, Fishponds, Fish and Fishing,

written by Izaak Walton ;
and In-

structions how to Angle for a Trout or

Grayling in a clear Stream, by Charles
Cotton. With Original Memoirs and

Notes by Sir Harris Nicolas, and

61 Copperplate Illustrations. Large

crown 8vo, cloth antique, 7s. 6d.

WiiTt~Whitman, Poems by.

Selected and edited, with an Intro-

duction, by William M. Rossetti. A
New Edition, with a Steel Plate Por-

trait. Crown 8vo, printed on hand-

inadepaper^£dj3oundjn^

Wanderer's Library, The

:

Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d. each.

Wanderings In Patagonia; or. Life

among the Ostrich- Hunters. By
Julius Beerbohm. Illustrated.

Camp Notes: Stories of Sport and
Adventure in Asia, Africa, and
America. By Frederick Boyle.

Savage Life. By Frederick Boyle.

Merrle England in the Olden Time.
By George Daniel. Wilh Illustra-

tions by RoBT. Cruikshank.

Circus Life and Circus Celebrities.

By Thomas Frost.
The Lives of the Conjurers. By
ThoVas Frost.

The Old Showmen and the Old

London Fairs. By Thomas Frost.

Low-Life Deeps. An Account of the

Strange Fish to be found there. By
Tames Greenwood.

The Wilds of London. By James
Greenwood.

Tunis: The Land and the People.

By the Chevalier de Hesse-War-
TEGG. With 22 Illustrations.

The Life and Adventures of a Cheap
Jacl<. By One of the Fraternity.

Edited by Charles Hindley.

The World Behind the Scenes. By
Percy Fitzgerald.

Tavern Anecdotes and Sayings:

Including the Origin of Signs, and
Reminiscences connected with Ta-

verns, Coffee Houses, Clubs, &c.

By Charles Hindley. With lUusts.

The Genial Showman: Life and Ad-

ventures of Arteraus Ward. By E. P.

Kingston. Wilh a Frontisp-ece.
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Wanderer's Library, The, coiiHnticd—
The Story of the London Parks.
By Jacob Larwood. With lUusts.

London Characters. By Henry May-
hew. Illustrated.

Seven Generations of Executioners:
Memoirs of the Sanson Family (1688
to 1847). Edited by Henry Sanson.

Summef Cruising In the South
Seas. By C. Warren Stoddard.
Illustrated by Wallis Mackay.

Warner.—A Roundabout Jour-
ney. By Charles Dudley Warner,
Author of " My Summer in a Garden."
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s.

Whistler's (Mr.) "Ten o'clock."
Uniform with his " Whistler v. Ruskin:
Art and Art Critics." Cr. 8vo, Is.

Williams {W. Mattieu, F.R.A.S.),
Works by

:

Science Notes. See the Gentleman's
Magazine, la. Monthly.

Science In Short Chapters. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d.

A Simple Treatise on Heat. Crown
8vo, cloth limp, with lUusts., 23. 6d.

The Chemistry of Cookery. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 6s.

Wilson (Dr. Andrew, F.R.S.E.),
Works by:

Chapters on Evolution: A Popular
History of Darwinian and Allied
Theories of Development. 3rd ed.
Cr. 8vo, cl. ex.,with 259lllusts., 7s. 6d.

Leaves from a Naturalist's Note-
book. Post 8vo, cloth limp, 2s. 6d.

Leisure-Time Studies, chiefly Bio-
logical. Third Edit., with New Pre-
face. Cr. 8vo, cl.ex., with Illusts.,6s.

Studies In Life and Sense. With
numerous Illusts. Cr. 8vo, cl. ex., 63.

Common Accidents, and How to
Treat them. By Dr. Andrew Wil-
son and others. With numerous Il-
lusts. Cr. 8vo, Is. ; cl. limp. Is. 6d.

Winter (J. S.), Stories by:
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 2s. each.
Cavalry Life.

Regimental Legends.

Women of the Day: A Biogra-
phical Dictionary of Notable Contem-
poraries. By Frances Hays. Crown
8vo, cloth extra, 5s.

Warrants, &c. :—
Warrant to Execute Charles 1. An

exact Facsimile, with the Fifty-nine
Signatures, and corresponding Seals,
Carefully printed on paper to imitate
the Origmal, 22 in. by 14 in. Price 2s.

Warrant to Execute Mary Queen of
Scots. An exact Facsimile, includ-
ing the Signature of Queen Eliza-
beth, and a Facsimile of the Great
Seal. Beautifully printed on paper
to imitate the Original MS. Price 23.

Magna Charta. An exact Facsimile
ot the Original Document in the
British Museum, printed on fine
plate paper, nearly 3 feet long by 2
feet wide, with the Arms and Seals
emblazoned in Gold and Colours. 53.

The Roll of Battle Abbey; or, A List
of the Principal Warriors who came
over from Normandy with William
the Conqueror, and Settled in this
Country, a.d. 1066-7. With the
principal Arms emblazoned in Gold
and Colours. Price 6s.

Wayfarer, The: Journal of the
Society of Cyclists. Published at short
intervals. Price Is. The Numbers for
October, 1886, January, May, and
October, 1887, and February, 18S8,
are now ready.

Wood.—Sablna: A Novel. By
Lady Wood. Post 8vo, illust. bds., 2s.

Wood (H. F.) The Passen^pp
from Scotland Yard: A Detective
Story. By H. F. Wood. Crown 8vo,
cloth extra, 6s.; post 8vo, illust. bds.,2s.

Weather, How to Foretell the,
with the Pocket Spectroscope. By
F. W. Cory, M.R.C.S. Eng., F.R.Met.
Soc, &c. With 10 Illustrations. Crown
8vo, Is. ; cloth, Is. 6a.

Words, i-acts, and Phrases:
A Dictionary of Curious, Quaint, and
Out-of-the-Way Matters. By Eliezer
Edwards. New and cheaper issue

• cr, 8vo,cl. ex.,7s.6d.
; half-bound, 8s.'

Westropp.—Handbook of Pot-
tery and Porcelain ; or, History of
those Arts from the Earliest Period.
By HouDER M. Westropp. With nu-
merous Illustrations, and a List of
Marks. Crown 8vo, cloth limp, 4s. 6d.

Whist. — How to Play Solo
Whist: Its Method and Principles
Explained, and its Practice Demon-
strated. With Illustrative Specimen
Hands in red and black, and a Revised
and Augmented Code of Laws. By
Abraham S. Wilks and Charles F.
Pardon. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 3s. 6d.

Wrignt ( 1 nomas). Works by7~
Crown Svo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. each.

Caricature History of the Georges.
(The House of Hanover.) With 400
Pictures, Caricitures, Squibs, Broad-
sides, W^indow Pictures &c

History of Caricature and of the
Grotesque In Art, Literature,
Sculpture, and Painting. Profusely
Illustrated by F.W. Fairholt,F.S.A.

Yates (Edmund), Novels by :

Post 8vo, illustrate'! boards, 2s. each.
Castaway.

| Tne Forlorn Hope,
Land at Last.
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NEW N

A Strange Manuscript found In a
Copper Cylinder. Illustrated by Gil-
bert Gaul. Cr. 8vo, 53.

The Legacy of Cain. By Wilkie
Collins. 3 Vols., cr. 8vo. \_Shortly.

For Faith and Freedom. By Walter
Besant. 3 Vols., cr. 8vo. [Shortly.

OVELS.
This Mortal Coil. By Grant Allen,

3 Vols., crown 8vo.

The Blackhall Ghosts. By Sarah
TvTLER. 3 Vols., cr. 8vo. [Shortly.

Agatha Page. By Isaac Henderson.
2 Vols., crown 8vo. [Shortly,

THE PICCADILLY NOVELS.
Popular Stories by the Best Authors.

crown 8vo, cloth

BY GRANT ALLEN,
Phlllstla.
For Maimle's Sake.
The Devil's Die.

BY THE AUTHOR OF "JOHN
HERRING."

Rod Spider. |
Eve.

BY W. BESANT & JAMES RICE,
Ready-Money Mortlboy.
My Little Girl.

The Case of Mr. Lucraft.
This Son of Vulcan.
With Harp and Crown.
The Golden Butterfly.
By Celia's Arbour. .

The Monks of Theiema.
'Twas in Trafalgar's Bay.
The Seamy Side.
The Ten Years' Tenant.
The Chaplain of the Fleet.

BY WALTER BESANT.
All Sorts and Conditions of Men.
The Captains' Room.
All in a Garden Fair.

Dorothy Forster. | Uncle Jack.
Children of Gibeon.
The World Went Very Well Then.

BY ROBERT BUCHANAN.
Child of Nature.
God and the Man.
The Shadow of the Sword.
The Martyrdom of Madeline.
Love Me for Ever.
Annan Water. 1 The New Abolard.
Matt.

I
Foxglove Manor.

The Master of the Mine.
The Heir of Llnne.

BY HALL CAINE.
The Shadow of a Crime.
A Son of Hagar. | The Deemster.

BY MRS. H. LOVETT CAMERON.
Deceivers Ever.

| Juliet's Guardian.

BY MORTIMER COLLINS.
Sweet Anno Page.jTransmigratlon.
From Midnicht to Midnight.

Library Editions, many Illustrated,

extra, 38. 6(i. each.

MORTIMER & FRANCES COLLINS.
Blacksmith and Scholar.
The Village Comedy.
You Play me False.

BY WILKIE COLLINS,
The Frozen Deep.
The Law and the
Lady.

TheTwo Destinies
Haunted Hotel.
The Fallen Leaves
Jezebel'sDaughter
The Black Robe.
Heart and Science
"

I Say No."
Little Novels.
The Evil Genius.

Antonlna.
Basil.
Hide and Seek.
The Dead Secret.
Queen of Hearts.
My Miscellanies.
Woman in White.
The Moonstone.
Man and Wife.
Poor Miss Finch.
Miss or Mrs. ?

New Magdalen.

BY BUTTON COOK.
Paul Foster's Daughter.

BY WILLIAM CYPLES.
Hearts of Gold.

BY ALPHONSE DAUDET.
The Evangelist; or, Port Salvation.

BY JAMES DE MILLE.
A Castle in Spain.

BY J. LEITH DERWENT,
Our Lady of Tears.
Circe's Lovers.

BY M, BETHAM-EDWARDS.
Felicia.

BY MRS. ANNIE EDWARPES.
Archie Loveil.

BY PERCY FITZGERALD,
Fatal Zero.

BY R. E, FRANCILLON,
dueen Cophetua.
One by One.
A Real 0.ueen.
King or Knave ?

Prefaced by Sir BARTLE FRERE.
Pandurang Harl.

BY EDWARD GARRETT.
The Capel Girls.
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Piccadilly Novels, continued—
BY CHARLES GIBBON.

Robin Gray.
What will the World Say P

In Honour Bound.
Queen of the Meadow.
The Flower of the Forest.
A Heart's Problem.
The Braes of Yarrow.
The Golden Shaft.
Of High Degree.
Loving a Dream.

BY THOMAS HARDY.
Under the Greenwood Tree.

BY JULIAN HAWTHORNE.
Garth.
Elllce Quentln.
Sebastian Stroma.
Dust.
Fortune's Fool.
Beatrix Randolph.
David Polndexter's Disappearance.

BY SIR A. HELPS.
Ivan de BIron.

BY MRS. ALFRED HUNT
Thornlcroft's Model.
The Leaden Casket.
Self-Condemned.
That other Person.

BY JEAN INGELOW.
Fated to be Free.

BY R. ASHE KING.
A Drav/n Game.
"The Wearing of the Green."

BY HENRY KINGSLEY.
Number Seventeen.

BY E. LYNN LINTON,
Patricia Kemball.
Atonement of Learn Dundas.
The World Weil Lost.
Under which Lord ?
" My Love 1"

lone.
Paston Carew.

BY HENRY W. LUCY.
Gideon Fleyce.

BY JUSTIN McCarthy.
The Waterdale Nelghboura.
A Fair Saxon.
Dear Lady Disdain.
Miss Misanthrope.
Donna Quixote.
The Comet of a Season.
Maid of Athens.
Camlola.

BY MRS. MACDONELL,
Quaker Cousins.

BY FLORENCE MARRYAT.
Open I Sesame 1 j Written In Fire,

Piccadilly Novels, csntinued—
BY D. CHRISTIE MURRAY.

Life's Atonement. Coals of Fira.

Joseph's Coat. Val Strange.
A Model Father. Hearts.
By the Gate of the Sea.
The Way of the World.
A Bit of Human Nature.
First Person Singular.
Cynic Fortune.

BY MRS. OLIPHANT.
Whiteiadies.

BY OUIDA.
Held in Bondage.
Strathmore.
Chandos.
Under Two Flags.
Idalla.

Cecil Castle-
malne's Gage.

Tricotrin.
Puck.
Folie Farlne.
ADog of Flanders.
Pascarel.
SIgna. [Ine.
Princess Naprax-

BY MARGARET A. PAUL
Gentle and Simple.

BY JAMES PAYN.

TwoLlttleWooden
Shoes.

In a Winter City.
Ariadne.
Friendship.
Moths.
Piplstrelio.
A Village Com-
mune.

Blmbi.
Wanda.
Frescoes,
in Maremma.
Othmar.

Lost Sir iVlasslng-

berd.
Walter's Word.
Less Black than
We're Painted.

By Proxy.
High Spirits.
Under One Roof.
A Confidential
Agent.

BY E.
Valentlna.
Mrs. Lancaster's Rival.

From Exile.
A Grape from a
Thorn.

Some Private
Views.

The Canon's
Ward.

Talk of the Town.
Glow-worm Tales.

C. PRICE.
The Foreigners.

BY CHARLES READE.
It is Never Too Late to Mend.
Hard Cash. | Peg Wofflngton.
Christie Johnstone.
GrifTlth Gaunt.

| Foul Play.
The Double Marriage.
Love Me Little, Love Me Long.
The Cloister and the Hearth.
The Course of True Love.
The Autobiography of a Thief.
Put Yourself In His Place.
A Terrible Temptation.
The Wandering Heir. I A Simpleton.
A Woman-Hater. | Readlnna.
Slngleheart and Doublefaoe.
The Jilt.

Good Stories of Men and other
Animals.

By MRS. J. H. RIDDELL.
Her Mother's Dnrllnc.
Prince of Waloa's Qerden- Party.
Weird Stories.
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Piccadilly Novels, continued—
BY F. W. ROBINSON.

Women are Strange.
The Hands of Justice.

BY JOHN SAUNDERS.
Bound to the Wheel.
Guy Waterman. | Two Dreamers.
The Lion In the Path.

BY KATHARINE SAUNDERS.
Margaret and Elizabeth.
Gideon's Rock. I Heart Salvage.
The High Mills. | Sebastian.

BY T. W. SPEIGHT.
Th? Mysteries of Heron Dyke.

BY R. A. STERNDALE.
The Afghan Knife.

BY BERTHA THOMAS.
Proud Malsle. | Cresslda.
The Violin-Player
BY ANTHONY TROLLOPS.

The Way we Live Now.
Frau Frohmann. | Marlon Fay.

Piccadilly Novels, continued—
Anthony Trollope, continued.

Kept In the Dark.
Mr. Scarborough's Family.
The Land-Leaguers.
BY FRANCES E. TROLLOPE.

Like Ships upon the Sea.
Anne Furness.
Mabel's Progress.
BY IVAN TURGENIEFF, &c.

Stories from Foreign Novelists.

BY SARAH TYTLER
What She Came Through.
The Bride's Pass.
Saint Mungo's City.
Beauty and the Beast.
Noblesse Oblige.
CItoyenne Jacqueline.
The Huguenot Family.
Lady Bell. | Burled Diamonds.
BY C. C. FRASER-TYTLER.

Mistress Judith.

CHEAP EDITIONS OF POPULAR NOVELS.
Post 8vo, illustrated boards, 23. each

BY EDMOND ABOUT.
The Fellah.

BY HAMILTON AIDE.
Carp of Carrlyon. I

Confidences.

BY MRS. ALEXANDER.
Maid, Wife, or Widow P

Valerie's Fate.

BY GRANT ALLEN.
Strange Stories.
Phillstla,
Babylon.
In all Shades.
The Beckoning Hand-

By SHELSLEY BEAUCHAMP.
Grantley Grange.

BY W. BESANT & JAMES RICE.
Ready-Money Mortlboy.
With Harp and Crown.
This Son of Vulcan.

|
My Little Girl.

The Case of Mr. Lucraft.
The Golden Butterfly.

By Cella's Arbour.
The Monks of Thelema.
'Twas In Trafalgar's Bay.
The Seamy Side.
The Ten Years' Tenant.
The Chaplain of the Fleet.

BY WALTER BESANT.
All Sorts and Conditions of Men,
The Captains' Room.
All In a Garden Fair.

Dorothy Forster.
Uncle Jack.
Children or GIboon

BY FREDERICK BOYLE.
Camp Notes. | Savage Life.

Chronicles of No-man's Land.

BY BRET HARTE.
An Heiress of Red Dog.
The Luck of Roaring Camp.
Callfornlan Stories.
Gabriel Conroy.

|
Flip.

Maruja.
|
A Phyllis of the Sierras.

BY ROBERT BUCHANAN.
The Martyrdom
of Madeline.

Annan Water.
The New Abelard
Matt.

The Shadow of
the Sword.

A Child of Nature.
God and the Man.
Love Me for Ever.
Foxglove Manor.
The Master of the Mine.

BY MRS. BURNETT.
Surly Tim.

BY HALL CAINE.
The Shadow of a Crime.
A Son of Hagar.
BY COMMANDER CAMERON.

The Cruise of the " Black Prince."
BY MRS. LOVETT CAMERON

Deceivers Ever.
|
Juliet's Guardian.

BY MACLAREN COBBAN.
The Cure of Souls.

BY C. ALLSTON COLLINS.
The Bap Sinister.

BY WILKIE COLLINS.
Antonlna.
Basil.
Hide and SphK.
The Dead Secret.

Queen of Hearts.
My Miscellanies.
Woman In Whlta
The Moonstone.
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Cheap Popular Novels, continued—
WiLKiE Collins, continued.

Man and Wife.
Poor Miss Finch.
Miss OP iVIrs. P

New iVlagdaien.
Tlie Frozen Deep.
Law and tiie Lady.
TlieTwo Destinies

Haunted Hotel.
The Fal len Leaves.
Jezebel'sDaughtep
The Black Robe.
Heart and Science
"I Say No."
The Evil Genius.

BY MORTIMER COLLINS.
Sweet Anne Page. I From IVlldnlghtto
Transmigration.

|
Midnight.

A Fight with Fortune.

MORTIMER & FRANCES COLLINS.
Sweet and Twenty. |

Frances.
Biacl<smlth and Scholar.
The Village Comedy.
You Play me False.

BY M. jf. COLQUHOVN.
Every inch a Soldier.

BY MONCVRE D. CONWAY,
Pine and Palm.

BY BUTTON COOK.
Leo. I

Paul Foster's Daughtei'.
BY C. EGBERT CRADDOCK.

The Prophet of the Great Smoky
Mountains.

BY WILLIAM CYPLES.
Hearts of Gold.

BY ALPHONSE DAUDET.
The Evangelist; or, Port Salvation.

BY JAMES DE MILLE.
A Castle In Spain.

BY J. LEITH DERWENT.
Our Lady of Tears. [ Circe's Lovers.

BY CHARLES DICKENS.
Sketches by Boz. I Oliver Twist.
Pickwick Papers. |

Nicholas NIckleby

BY DICK DONOVAN.
The Man-Hunter.
BY MRS. ANNIE EDWARDES.

A Point of Honour. |
Archie Lovell.

BY M. BETHAM-ED WARDS,
Felicia. I

Kitty.

BY EDWARD EGGLESTON.
Roxy.

BY PERCY FITZGERALD.
Bella Donna. |

Never Forgotten.
The Second Mrs. Tillotson.

Polly. I
Fatal Zero.

Seventy-five Brooke Street.

The Lady of Brantome.
BY ALBANY DE FONBLANQUE.
Filthy Lucre.

BY R. E. FRANCILLON.
Olympla. I

Queen Cophetua.
One by One. | A Real Queen.

BY HAROLD FREDERIC.
Seth's Brother's Wife.
Prefaced by Sir H. BARTLE FRERE.
Pandurang Harl.

BY HAIN FRISWELL,
One of Two.

BY EDWARD GARRETT,
The Capel Girls.

Cheap Popular Novels, continued—
BY CHARLES GIBBON.

The Flower of the
Forest.

Braes of Yarrow.
The Golden Shaft
Of High Degree.
Fancy Free.
Mead and Stream.
Loving a Dream,
A Hard Knot.
Heart's Delight.

Robin Gray.
For Lack of Gold.
What will the
World Say P

In Honour Bound.
In Love and War.
For the King.
In Pastures Green
Queen of the Mea-
dow.

A Heart's Problem
BY WILLIAM GILBERT.

Dr. Austin's Guests. |
James Duke.

The Wizard of the Mountain.
BY yAMES GREEimoOD.

Dick Temple.
BY JOHN HABBERTON.

Brueton's Bayou.
|
Country Luck.

BY ANDREW HALLWAY
Every-Day Papers.

BY LADY DUFFUS HARDY.
Paul Wynter's Sacrifice.

BY THOMAS HARDY.
Under the Greenv/ood Tree.
BY J. BERWICK HARWOOD.

The Tenth Earl.
BY JULIAN HAWTHORNE.

Garth. I Sebastian Strome
ElliceQuentln. | Dust.
Prince Saroni's Wife.
Fortune's Fool. 1 Beatrix Randolph.
MIssCadogna. Love—or a Name.

BY SIR ARTHUR HELPS.
Ivan de Biron.

BY MRS. CASHEL HOEY,
The Lover's Creed.

BY TOM HOOD.
A Golden Heart.

BY MRS. GEORGE HOOPER.
The House of Raby.

BY TIGHE HOPKINS.
'Twixt Love and Duty.

BY MRS. ALFRED HUNT.
Thornlcroft's Model.
The Leaden Casket.
SelfCondemned.
That other Person.

BY JEAN INGELOW,
Fated to be Free.

BY HARRIETT JAY.
The Dark Colleen.
The Queen of Connaught.

BY MARK KERSHAW
Colonial Facts and Fictions.

BY R. ASHE KING
A Drawn Game.
"The Wearing of the Green."

BY HENRY KINGSLEY
Oakshott Castle.

BY JOHN LEYS.
The Lindsays.

BY MARY LINSKILL.
In Exchange for a Soul.

BY E. LYNN LINTON.
Patricia Kemball.
The Atonement of Learn Dundr9.
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Cheap Popular Novels, continnei—

E. Lynn Linton, continued—

The World Well Lost.

Under which Lord ?

With a Silken Thread.
The Rebel of the Family.
"My Love." I

lone.

BY HENRY W. LUCY,
Gideon Fleyce.

BY JUSTIN McCarthy.
MlssWllsanthropo
Donna Quixote.
The Comet of a
Season.

Maid of Athens.
Camlola.

Dear LadyDlsdain
The Waterdale
Neighbours.

My Enemy's
Daughter.

A Fair Saxon.
LInley Rochford

BY MRS. MACDONELL.
Quaker Cousins.'
BY KATHARINE S. MACQUOID,

The Evil Eye. 1
Lost Rose.

BY W. H. MALLOCK.
The New Republic.

BY FLORENCE MARRYAT.
Open! Sesame. Fighting the Air,

A Harvest of Wild Written In FIra.

Oats.
BY J. MASTERMAN.

Half-a-dozen Daughters.
BY BRANDER MATTHEWS,

A Secret of the Sea.
BY JEAN MIDDLEMASS.

Touch and Go.
I

Mr. Dorilllon.

BY MRS. MOLESWORTH.
Hathercourt Rectory.

ify U. CHRISTIE MURRAY.
ALlfe'sAtonement Hearts.

A Model Father. Way of the World.

Joseph's Coat. A Bit of Human
Coals of Fire. Nature.

By the Gate of the First Person Sin-

Sea, gular.

Val Strange Cynic Fortune.

Old Blazer's Hero.

BY ALICE O'HANLON.
The Unforeseen. _

BY MRS. OLIPHANT.
Whiteladles. I

The Primrose Path.

The Greatest Heiress In England.
BY MRS. ROBERT O'REILLY.

Phcebe's Fortunes.
BY QUIDA

Cheap Popular Novels, continued—

BY MARGARET AGNES PAUL.
Gentle and Simple.

BY JAMES PAYN.

Held In Bondage.
Strathmore.
Chandos.
Under Two Flags.

Idalla.
Cecil Castla-
malne's Gage.

Trlcotrln.
Puck.
Folle Farlne.

A Dog of Flanders.
Pascarel.
Signa. [Ine.

Prlnpess Naprax-

TwoLlttleWooden
Shoes.

In a Winter City.
Ariadne.
Friendship.
Moths.
PIpistrello.

A Village Com-
mune.

Bimbl.
Wanda.
Frescoes.
In Maremma.
Othmar.

Like Father, Like
Son.

Marine Residence.
Married Beneath
Him.

Mirk Abbey. [Won
Not Wooed, but
Less Black than
We're Painted.

By Proxy.
Under One Roof.
High Spirits.
Carlyon's Year.
A Confidential
Agent.

Some Private
Views.

From Exile.

A Grape from a
Thorn.

For Cash Only.
Kit : A Memory.
The Canon's Ward
Talk of the i own.
Holiday Tasks.
PIRKIS.

Lost Sir Massing-
berd.

A Perfect Trea-
sure.

Bentlnck's Tutor.
Murphy's Master.
A County Family.
At Her Mercy.
A Woman's Ven-
geance.

Cecil's Tryst.
Ciyffards of ClyfTe
The Family Scape-

grace.
Foster Brothers.
Found Dead.
Best of Husbands.
Walter's Word.
Halves.
Fallen Fortunes.
What He Cost Her
Humorous Stories
Gwendoline's Har-
vest.

£200 Reward.
BY C, L.

Lady Lovelace.
BY EDGAR A, POB.

The Mystery of Marie Roget.

BY E. C. PRICE.
Valentlna. |

The Foreignora
Mrs. Lancaster's Rival.

Gerald.
BY CHARLES READE.

It Is Never Too Late to Mend.
Hard Cash. |

Peg Wofflngton.
Christie Johnstone.
Griffith Gaunt.
Put Yourself In His Place.

The Double Marriage.
Love Me Little, Love Me Long.
Foul Play.
The Cloister and the Hearth.
The Course of True Love.
Autobiography of a Thief.

A Terrible Temptation.
The Wandering Heir.

A Simpleton. I A Woman-Hater.
Readiana. I

Tlie Jilt.

SIngleheart and Doubleface.
Good Stories of Men and olhor
Animals.

B Y MRS. J. H. RIDDELL.
Her Mother's Darling.

Prince of Wales's Garden Party.

Weird Stories. |
Fairy V/ator.

The Uninhabited House.
The Mystery in Palace Gardens,

BY F. \V. ROBINSON,
Women are Stran^sa.

Tho Hands of Justice.
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Cheap Popular Novels, continued—

BY JAMES RUNCIMAN.
Skippers and Shellbacks.

Grace Balmalgn's Sweetheart.

Schools and Scholars.

BY W. CLARK RUSSELL.
Round the Galley Fire.

On the Fo'k'sle Head.

In the IVliddle Watch.
A Voyage to the Cape.

BY BAYLE ST. JOHN.
A Levantine Family. .

BY GEORGE AUGUSTUS SALA.
Gaslight and Daylight.

BY JOHN SAUNDERS.
Bound to the Wheel.
One Against the World.

Guy Waterman. |
Two Dreamers.

The Lion in the Path.

BY KATHARINE SAUNDERS.
Joan Nierryweather.
Margaret and Elizabeth.

The High mWs.
Heart Salvage. 1

Sebastian.

BY GEORGE R. SIMS,
Rogues and Vagabonds.
The Ring o' Bells.

Mary Jane's Memoirs.
Mary Jane Married.

BY ARTHUR SKETCHLEY.
A Match in the Dark.

BY T. W. SPEIGHT.
The Mysteries of Heron Dyke.

The Golden Hoop.
BY R. A. STERNDALE.

The Afghan Knife.

BY R. LOUIS STEVENSON.
New Arabian Nights. |

Prince Otto.
BY BERTHA THOMAS.

Cresslda. I

Proud Maiale.

The Violin-Player.
BY W. MOY THOMAS.

A Fight for Life.

BY WALTER THORNBURY.
Tales for the Marines. _
BY T. ADOLPHUS TROLLOPE,
Diamond Cut Diamond.
BY ANTHONY TROLLOPE.

The Way We Live Now.
The American Senator.

Frau Frohmann. | Marion Fay.

Kept In the Dark.

Mr. Scarborough's Family.

The Land-Leaguers.
The Golden Lion of Granpera
John Caidigate.
By F. ELEANOR TROLLOPE.
Like Ships upon the Sea.

Anne Furness. 1
Mabel's Progress.

BY J. T. TROWBRIDGE.
Farneli's Folly. „ ,
BY IVAN TURGENIEFF, &c.

Stories from Foreign Novelists.

BY MARK TiVAlN.
Tom Sawyer. I

A Tramp Abroad

Cheap Popular Novels, continued—

Mark Twain, continued.

A Pleasure Trip on the Continent
of Europe.

The Stolen White Elephant.
Huckleberry Finn.

Life on the Mississippi.

The Prince and the Pauper-
BY 0. C. FRASER-TYTLER.

Mistress Judith.
BY SARAH TYTLER.

What She Came Through.
The Bride's Pass.

Saint Mungo's City.

Beauty and the Beast.

Lady Bell. |
Noblesse Oblige.

Cltoyenne Jacquiline
|
Disappeared

BY J. S. WINTER.
Cavalry Life.

|

Regimental Legends.
BY H. F. WOOD.

The Passenger from Scotland Yard.
BY LADY WOOD.

Sablna.
BY EDMUND YATES.

Castaway. |
The Forlorn Hope.

Land at Last.
ANONYMOUS.

Paul Ferroli.

Why Paul Ferroli Killed his WIfa.

POPULAR SHILLING BOOKS.
Jeff Briggs's Love Story. By Bret
Harte. [Bret Harte.

The Twins of Table Mountain. By
A Day's Tour. By Percy Fitzgerald.
IVlrs. Gainsborough's Diamonds. By
Julian Hawthorne.

A Dream and a Forgetting. Byditte.
A Romance of the Queen's Hounds.
By Charles James.

Kathleen Mavourneen. By Author
of " That Lass o' Lowrie's."

Lindsay's Luck. By the Author of
" That Lass o' Lowrie's."

Pretty Polly Pemberton. By the
Author of " That Lass o' Lowrie's."

Trooping with Crows. ByC. L. Pirkis
The Professor's Wife. By L.Graham.
A Double Bond. By Linda 'Villari.
Esther's Glove. By R. E. Francillon.
The Garden that Paid the Rent
By Tom Jerrold.

Curly. By John Coleman. Illus-

trated by J. C. Dollman.
Beyond the Gates. By E. S. Phelps.
Old Maid's Paradise. By E. S. Phelps.
Burglars in Paradise. ByE.S.Phelps.
Jack the Fisherman. ByE.S. Phelps.
Doom : An Atlantic Episode. By
Justin H. McCarthy, M.P.

Our Sensation Novel. Edited by
lusTiN H McCarthy, M.P.

Bible Characters. By Ckas. Reade.
The Dagonet Reciter. ByG. R. Sims.
Wife or No Wife ? By T. W. Speight.
By Devious Ways. BvT.W.Spfight.
The Silverado Squatters. By R.
Louis Stevenson.
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