


Elgin Cathedral is situated on the east side of the town 
at the east end of the Cooper Park. 

April to September 10 
Weekdays 

Adults, 6d. Children under 15, 3d. 

Cover design: Human grotesques derived from a sculptured 
boss preserved in the Cathedral museum. 
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The Large Figures from the Tower 
In the south aisle, on either side of the kneeling effigy, are set up the 
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Plate 3. The south transept 
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scroll and in the panel under the inscription is the Mowing verse: 
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accomplished and successful diplomats of his age. He was a great 
pluralist, being Commendator1 of the Abbeys of Dryburgh and 
Pittenweem and of Cottingham in England. King James IV appointed 
him Ambassador to England, and later to France. From thence he 
went to Rome, and for the triumph of his diplomacy Pope Julian II 
appointed him Papal Legate for Scotland. He was nominated Arch¬ 
bishop of Bruges but in 1514 was exchanged to St. Andrews. 

With James Hepburn (1516-1523) the bishopric appears to have 
reached its zenith of wealth and magnificence. He was the third son of 
Adam, Lord Hailes, and brother of Patrick, first Earl of Bothwell, 
and among other high offices held that of King’s Lord Treasurer. 

Bishop Schaw (1524-1527) had the character of a man of great 
virtue. He also was Ambassador to England. Alexander Stewart, who 
succeeded in 1527, was the son of Alexander, Duke of Albany son 
of King James II. He was the first Prior of Whithorn, but not m,A 
is known of him. He died in 1535. With Patrick Hepburn (1535-1473! 
son of the first Earl of Bothwell, we come to the last Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Moray. He had been Prior of St. Andrews, and was Com¬ 
mendator of the Abbacy of Scone. 

Bishop Hepburn was one of the commissioners who negotiated the 
marriage of Mary Queen of Scots with the Dauphin of France. During 
his incumbency there took place within the Cathedral a fight, known 
as “The Bloody Vespers”, between the then two powerful families in 
Moray, those oflnnes andDunbar. On 1st January, 1554-1555, William 
Innes of that ilk and 32 others with 80 followers all armed and “of 
ancient feud and forethought felony” came to the service with intent 
“for the slauchters” of Alexander Dunbar, Prior of Pluscarden, David 
Dunbar, Dean of Moray, and sundry other Dunbar laymen. By a 
remarkable coincidence James Dunbar of Tarbert and twelve others, 
with 60 Dunbar followers, had also come under cover of night with 
the intention of killing the Laird oflnnes and his servants. The scene of 
violence and bloodshed may be imagined, and as an aggravation of the 
offence the murderous onset was made “in the presence of the Holy 
Sacrament”. Beyond several “huttings” we know little of the fight, 
certainly it was not decisive, for the feud was kept going for a further 
twenty years. Wise in his generation Patrick Hepburn early realised 
that the Reformation was not a matter to be opposed, by spiritual 
weapons at any rate, and by 154° he had begun the alienation of 
Church lands, thus providing for his future maintenance and that of 
his numerous family. When the storm burst in 1560 he - 



not merely to brave but to defy the Reformation. Shutting himself 
^ within the Palace of Spynie, he carried on his unprincipled life until 

his death in June 1573. 
The Bishopric of Moray thus lasted for a period of about 450 years 

and during that period the influence of the Bishops had been distinctly 
for good, for, with the exception of Patrick Hepburn, they did well 
by the Cathedral and the Church lands. It was they who looked after 
the sick and the poor, the education and general well-being of the 

b people, and it was their culture and learning that induced men of 
talent and position to reside within the diocese. 

The last public celebration of Mass within the Cathedral took place 
a whole generation after the Papal authority had been proscribed. 
After the Battle of Glenlivet on 4th October, 1594, when the leaders of 
the Catholic forces, the Earls of Huntly and Errol, had defeated the 
Government forces under Argyle, the party realised that it had no 
outside support. The Eartaand their adherents, it is recorded, assembled 
within the Cathedral at Elgin to discuss the situation. After Mass had 
been celebrated, James Gordon, a Jesuit priest and uncle to Huntly, 
descended from the high altar and from the steps of the chancel 
implored his kinsman and friends to remain in their own land and 
hazard all for their faith. It was in vain. The spirit of the Gordons and 
Hays was broken, and early in 1595 Errol embarked at Peterhead for 
the Continent, as did Huntly at Aberdeen. 

The story of the decadence of the Cathedral is painful. Through 
Bishop Hepburn’s profuse alienation of its property no Church funds 
remained for its upkeep. It was never used by Presbyterian ministers 
nor Episcopal bishops, and not being a Parish Church none claimed 
the responsibility of maintaining it. The lead roofing was stripped 
by order of the Regent Moray and his Privy Council in 1567, and 
although two years later they spoke of restoration, the Regent’s murder 
must have put a stop to the good intention. With the dispersal of the 
remnants of the Catholic influence in the district after the Battle of 
Glenlivet it would appear from the Records of the Kirk Session of 
Elgin that the Cathedral (or Chanonry Kirk as it is therein designated) 
and burial ground had indeed fallen on evil days. The Minute of 
21 December, 1599, reads: “Anent the Chanonrie Kirk—All profane 
pastyme inhibited to be usitt by any persones ather within the burgh 
or college and speciallie futballing through the toun, snaw balling, 
singing of carrellis or uther prophane sangis, guysing, pypying, violing, 
and dansing and speciallie all thir aboue specifeit forbiddin in the 
Chanonrie kirk or kirk yaird thairoff (except futball). All women and 
lassis forbidden to haunt or resoirt their under the paynis of publict 
repentans, at the leist during this tyme quhilk is superstitiouslie keippet 





THE CATHEDRAL OF MORAY ELGIN 
l—ALTARS MARKED + —i 

H = HIGH ALTAR 
B = THOMAS A BECKET 
C = ST COLUMBA 
D = ST PETER 
E = ST PAUL 
M = ST MARY 
R = HOLY ROOD 
& = UNKNOWN DEDICATION 
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TOMBS MARKED T 
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SCALE OF FEET. 

BASE OF 
MEIKLE CROSS 1 

1 = BISHOP ARCHIBALD ? 
2 = BISHOP JOHN PlLMORE I ( SEE 6) 

= BISHOP JOHN WINCHESTER . 

4 = 1 •7 EARL OF HUNTLY. 
5 = HAY OF LOCHLOY . 
6 = RECESS WITH EFFIGY OF BISHOP JOHN PlLMORE . 
7 = DUNBAR KNIGHT. 

8 = EFFIGY . 
9 = SITE OF BISHOP INNES TOMB . 
10= SITE OF INNES OF INNERMARKIE TOMB. (SEE 13 
11 = BISHOP JAMES STEWART . 
12 « KNIGHT EFFIGY . 
13 = EFFIGY OF INNES OF INNERMARKIE . 


