Electric Scotland's Weekly Newsletter for February 6th, 2015
To see what we've added to the Electric Scotland site view our What's New page at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/whatsnew.htm
To see what we've added to the Electric Canadian site view our What's New page at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/whatsnew.htm
For the latest news from Scotland see our ScotNews feed at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/

Electric Scotland News
Got a big dump of snow in Chatham this week and so much so that the city wasn't able to clear all the roads and so schools were
closed and people warned not to drive unless essential. We have always had snow in Chatham but this was a much larger fall that
we've had since I settled here. I was fortunate in that I'd just done my main grocery shopping so didn't need to go out. And as it
happened the day I did my shopping I'd popped into my local garage to arrange for a service and caught them in a slow day so they
also serviced my car right away.
----I've heard my good friend Ranald McIntyre in Falkirk, Scotland is not well and hope he'll recover quickly. Ranald was there in the
days in Scotland when I ran my Almac BBS business before the days of the Internet. Ranald has a page on the site at
http://www.electricscotland.com/friends/ranald/
He's also the one that sent me a birthday card for my 50th birthday which you can see at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/friends/alastair/50.htm which was closer to the truth than I wanted to admit! <grin>
We used to sell a lot of product to BP Chemicals and it always took a fair bit of effort to transport them to the stores at BP. Ranald
appeared one day asking for some help with his computer and kind of adopted us and as he had a Volvo Estate we used to load it up
with computers and he'd deliver them down to BP for us. He was also the one that introduced me to eat sausage rolls folded into a
bread sandwich! <grin> He said that way the flaky crumbs were contained in the bread and so didn't spray all over the place and he
was right about that!
----As we're doing more pdf files these days I thought I'd mention that I find it easier to download the pdf to my computer by right clicking
over the link and "saving target as" and then open it up with my local adobe reader program. I find if I click on the link that it seems
to take ages to download and is very slow to read page by page when done in the browser. I do actually have the full program but
the viewer is free for anyone to download.
----I've been communicating with Scott McIntosh and am hoping he's going to do an article on himself and his work on Space Weather.
A wee video can be viewed at
http://youtu.be/gv_YwtsxmEU
-----

There is an interesting wee video about the upcoming Open Golf Championship at St Andrews in 2015 which you can view at
http://www.theopen.com/NewsVideo.
Nine tournaments in 2015. Riding high on 2014 Ryder Cup fever, Scotland is gearing up to host no less than nine high-profile
tournaments in 2015. As well as the prestigious 144th Open, you could be here to watch all the action unfold at The Scottish Open,
The Women’s British Open and more. There are a number of e-brochures available at http://www.visitscotland.com/seedo/activities/golf/ebrochures/
----A fair bit on the Scots and Scots Irish in America this week for which see below.

Electric Canadian
Vietnamese in Canada
Added a page for the Vietnamese in Canada as part of the ethnic histories series I am doing. You can read this at
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/vietnam.htm

The Flag in the Wind
Thus weeks Flag sees the first contribution from Jim Lynch as a compiler since he handed over the control of the Flag to Margaret
Hamilton.
See http://www.scotsindependent.org

Electric Scotland
Kincardinshire
By George H. Kinnear, F.E.I.S. (1921).
We're now up to Chapter XVII which starts...
The architecture of a country is a genuine record of its development and progress in civilisation. In the rude Scotland of early times
comfort and convenience were sacrificed for strength and protection from enemies : hence the walls of enormous thickness, the strong
gates, the moat, and the ramparts of earth and stone characterising the earliest buildings that survive. Previous to the Norman
Conquest, the building of castles with stone and lime was not practised, the earliest fortifications being constructed with earth mounds
and wooden palisades on a turf wall. The position of many of the old castles shows that up to the thirteenth century, if not later, the
builders of the castles trusted more to water than to hill for their defence. -The steep cliff, facing and perhaps projecting into the sea,
almost surrounded by the breaking waves, and connected only by a narrow pathway to the mainland, was a typical and well-chosen
spot on which to erect a safe resort in time of danger. The Kaim of Mathers near St Cyrus, now a roofless relic of the stronghold of
the Barclays, consisted of a tower 40 ft. square and four stories high, perched on the top of a precipitous rock jutting out into the sea.
It was built, after the murder of Melville the Sheriff (1420), by the laird of Mathers, who preferred to stay at home, and
“Buyld a lordlie Kaim,
All on the stonie rock,
Which mote defie the sovereign’s arms
Or eke the tempest’s shock.”
The general appearance of the thirteenth-century castles was that of a huge fortified enclosure. The plan is usually quadrilateral, but
more or less irregular to suit the site. * Cosmo Innes says that Kincardine Castle, near Fettercairn, was built in the thirteenth century,
though it doubtless occupied the site of several previous royal palaces of wood and wattle, where Pictish and Scottish kings held
state. The castle was fully 130 ft. square, and had walls of enormous thickness, which were surrounded by marshes across which no
enemy could safely venture.
You can view this book at http://www.electricscotland.com/history/kincardinshire/index.htm
Christopher North, A Memoir of John Wilson
By His Daughter Mrs Gordon (1863).
Now up to Chapter XIV of this book which you can read at http://www.electricscotland.com/history/north/
Robert Burns Lives!

Edited by Frank Shaw
This is an unusual piece for Robert Burns Lives!, a critical look at some papers of Burns that had been with us for quite a while,
disappeared, and are back in our midst again. It includes the names of some manuscript owners that the average Burnsian probably is
not familiar with and also shows that the works of Burns have appealed to people from all walks of life who have either purchased his
materials or inherited them. This is truly one of the most interesting articles I have read on Burns and was written by dear friend
Patrick Scott.
I have known Patrick since my early Burns days and he has proven to be a great friend in the truest sense of the word. He is an
unusual man - scholar, author, professor, speaker, educator, conversationalist, teacher, editor, husband, father and grandfather. He
excels at everything he does and is as much at home with his colleagues at the University of South Carolina as he is with the
common man in the streets. You can write it down in gold that if he tells you he will do something, it shall be done! Join me as we
welcome Patrick back to the pages of Robert Burns Lives!. (FRS: 2.3.15)
You can read this article, A “Lost” Collection of Robert Burns Manuscripts: Sir Alfred Law, Davidson Cook, and the Honresfield
Collection by Patrick Scott at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/familytree/frank/burns_lives210.htm
Acheson are St. Clairs of Herdmanston
An article by Gary Gianotti which you can read at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/atoc/aitcheson.html
Fallbrook Historical Site
Have started to add oral history videos to this project.
Some of you may remember I got involved in trying to preserve this site and was doing regular updates to try to give a decent view of
their efforts. Essentially they didn't manage to achieve their goals but they have decided to publish the balance of the work to at least
complete the documentation of the work they did.
I was given a number of DVD's of oral history recordings in their raw state and so have now made some of these available on
YouTube. I'm told all but one of the interviewees have since died so this will of course help to preserve information about them and
their stories.
You can view these from the page at http://www.electricscotland.com/history/canada/fallbrook62.htm
Beth's Newfangled Family Tree
Got in Section 1 of the February 2015 edition which you can download from
http://www.electricscotland.com/bnft/index.htm
Scottish House Australia
A wee profile on this organisation which you can read at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/australia/scottish_house.htm
Hylton Newsletter
A 4 part newsletter reporting on a trip to Scotland which you can read at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/familytree/newsletters/indianapolis/index.htm
Scots Irish in Pennsylvania
Added a variety of reports and genealogy to our Scots Irish section.
I found 10 annual reports of the Pennysilvania Scots-Irish Society along with a book containing some genealogies of some Scots-Irish
folk in that state.
You can view these at http://www.electricscotland.com/history/scotsirish/pennsylvania/index.htm
The Life Story of Alexander Irvine
This is a great book which I added to our Clan Irvine page and I read it cover to cover and greatly enjoyed the read. There are so
many stories that tell of people that had a very tough upbringing and yet managed to surmount these times and go on to doing
amazing things. It's by reading books like this that must inspire us all when we also experience hard times.
You can read it at http://www.electricscotland.com/webclans/htol/irvine.html

The Old Bachelor in the Old Scottish Village
By Thomas Aird. I added a link to this pdf book to the foot of the page at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/history/literat/
Highland Scots of North Carolina
By Duane Meyer
There is a full book of this title but as it is in copyright we are unable to make it available. However, this version is by way of publicity
for it and contains several chapters from the actual book and so well worth a read.
You can view this at http://www.electricscotland.com/history/america/highlandscotsnc.pdf
The Life and Correspondence of James McHenry
A Scots Irish Secretary of War under Washington and Adams by Bernard C. Steiner (1907)
Yet another excellent biography which you can download at:
http://www.electricscotland.com/history/scotsirish/james_mchenry.pdf
THE STORY
The Scotland-UN Committee was active from July 1979 till being wound up in mid 2007, a period of 28 years, with its peak
activity leading up to the reconstitution of the Scottish Parliament and Government in 1999. The Committee played a leading and very
decisive role in the devolution process, since it was not only the source of some of the more revolutionary ideas on the Scottish
political structure, but principally because its incisive international diplomatic campaign was what finally brought about action on the
restoration of democratic government in Scotland, and also Wales. In terms of results achieved Scotland-UN is unique in the history
of the Scottish home rule movement over the past 300 years. It is not practicable to list the entire range of material covering the 18
years of its main activity, much of which is repetitive, and most of its verbal diplomatic negotiations are unrecorded, but the crosssection presented on this site gives a rounded picture of its activities, ideas, and contribution to the future government of Scotland.
This is an excellent introduction to the amazing story and success of the Scotland-UN Committee and the links provided take you to
much more detailed accounts which in themselves made a great read.
Here is the Introduction...
The Parliament of the Kingdom of Scots is an institution of venerable antiquity. Mentioned in written records as far back as the year
1174 under King William I., it asserted its power on innumerable occasions against foreign aggression as against attempts by the
Crown to exercise absolute authority. This ranged from running the country for years while the King was in English captivity,
meanwhile upholding the alliance with France, to taking the initiative during the constitutional wars of the 17th century and even
setting up a special committee â€œto wage war against the King to assert the supremacy of the Community of the Realm of Scotland
against the royal claim of divine right to rule.
Unfortunately, it was just such a claim to which Scotland was subjected by the very shortsighted Union with England, where the idea
of a royal divine right still prevailed, albeit now transferred to the English Parliament that went into abeyance on 1 May 1707. The
further transfer of that alleged absolute sovereignty to the new United Kingdom Parliament had no basis in law or logic, nor did the
Scottish Parliament have the authority to transfer any such absolute power to its successor. It was based simply on a totally erroneous
assumption south of the Border that the brand-new joint legislature of the brand-new United Kingdom was the English Parliament
continuing.
The unpopularity of the Union within Scotland, and the autocratic manner in which the English majority behaved towards Scotland,
within the next half century provoked four armed uprisings that could be suppressed only with military force, accompanied by barbaric
atrocities by government troops. The stone outcrop on which the Jacobite standard was raised at Glenfinnan in 1745 still bears the
inscription declaring the end of the Union with England to be one of the main objectives of the rising.
The attempts to restore the Scottish Government and Parliament, generally only for the running of Scottish affairs within the Union,
continued at intervals with increasing intensity over the following two centuries, as the power and influence of the British world empire
rose to its peak around 1880 and then went into an accelerating decline, hastened by two world wars. 34 measures in the
Westminster Parliament for the recall of the Scottish legislature were killed by procedural chicanery, or simply voted down
democratically by the huge English majority in an atmosphere of jeers and contempt for Scotland and all things Scottish. That era
came to an abrupt end after the Thatcher regime in 1979 arrogantly repealed a home rule Act after it had been adopted by the
constitutionally supreme Scottish people in a referendum.
This time the gloves came off

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher had gone a step too far by purporting to override a perfectly legitimate majority decision by the
Scottish people in the 1979 referendum. The details of that orgy of manipulation and corruption, recorded while the events were still
fresh, can be read here in the 1979 documentation of the event entitled The Government of Scotland in the Light of the Scotland Act .
A more concise survey and statement of the sovereignty of the Scottish people is contained in a critique of the referendum
experience: After the 79 book review. Written at the invitation of the editors of the Edinburgh review Cencrastus, and published in its
issue no. 11 at New Year 1983, it for the first time advocated unilateral action by the Scots to implement their own democratic
decision.
It was against this background that a group of Scots resolved to take the case of self-determination for Scotland to the United Nations
and the international community generally. The Scotland-UN Committee - the Story in Brief provides a summary of its activities right
through to the historic conclusion of its work and the restoration of the Scottish Parliament and Government. A more concise version
can be read in Devolution and the Labour Myth , which also provides some additional details. A full account must await the release of
the records of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Cabinet Office.
The Scottish reaction to Thatcher's arrogant coup dâtat in defiance of the most basic constitutional principles was at first stunned, and
then a wave of boiling anger spread across the country. The atmosphere of the time can be sensed in John McGill's tribute to his late
Scotland-UN founder colleague Willie McRae, who was shot dead under still unexplained circumstances on a lonely highland road on
6 April 1985.
The campaign expands at home and abroad
Scotland-UN initiated and legitimised its activities by drawing up a petition, finally signed by more than 300,000 Scots, requesting it to
take the issue of self-government to the United Nations and the international authorities generally. The petition sheets were lodged
with UN HQ New York along with a document putting the Scottish case. The following year a detailed 99-page dossier with the title
Scotland's Claim of Right to Self-Determination, compiled by a Scotland-UN expert committee, was sent to the UN Commission on
Human Rights in Geneva as well as being circulated to other international institutions and every national government in the world
individually. An unanswered Petition to the Queen cleared the way for action at international level.
These activities were carried on within the overall framework of the campaign for the restoration of democratic government in
Scotland. Members of the Scotland-UN group were also very active in the Campaign for a Scottish Parliament (CSP) and other homerule organisations, in addition to Scotland-UN's own activities at home and abroad. The proposal to hold a Scottish Constitutional
Convention, in premises already booked at Edinburgh University, was one of a number of Scotland-UN initiatives in 1979. A Blue
Paper was circulated to all Scottish local and regional authorities, but was not proceeded with at the time due to an inadequate
response.
Four years later, however, the idea had spread, and so the editors of Radical Scotland magazine invited Scotland-UN to expand on
the subject. James Wilkie's article entitled A Scottish Constitutional Convention: the door to the future, printed in the magazine's Dec
1983/Jan 1984 issue, explained Scotland-UN's ideas. It not only dealt with the constitutional issues involved, and the justification for
unilateral Scottish action in an international context, but also laid out the structures and procedures that were later followed by the
Convention in the course of its work.
While seeking concrete action at international level, Scotland-UN published some of the constitutional know-how garnered through
contact with leading foreign specialists in a series of papers written for wider distribution to a more general and less intellectual
readership. One typical example is Scotland's Parliament the Right of Recall by the People , which restated the justification for
unilateral action by the Scots in simply setting up their own Parliament without reference to anyone else.
The international campaign was stepped up on every available occasion, mostly just with the purpose of making Scotland's case
known in the most important circles worldwide, especially in the United States, where a number of S-UN members and supporters
were active at fairly high level: Appeal to the US Congress to support Scotland's cause . Wherever possible, however, diplomatic
action was undertaken where there was a possibility of an immediate effect on the Scottish situation.
The earliest such action, in 1980, was a direct confrontation with the Thatcher regime in London, which in its search for "a final
solution of the Scottish question" had attempted to obtain international approval of its assertion that there was no demand for regional
government (devolution) within the UK. Scotland-UN totally destroyed that assertion with a powerful diplomatic campaign within the
Council of Europe, backed up by a pointedly worded document that the CoE Secretary General circulated to every member
government: Memorandum to the Council of Europe 1980
One rather audacious move, from which only long-term effects were anticipated, but in the short term brought Scottish affairs once
again into full public view before the world authority, is described in The Stone of Destiny at the United Nations. The success of this
enterprise took the Committee's breath away and strengthened its determination to exploit every similar opportunity that availed itself
on the international scene. This tactic had already paid off, for example when three Scotland-UN representatives were enabled to put
Scotland's case at a week-long conference by special invitation at United Nations HQ Geneva.

Meantime the targeting of the increasing number of international institutions gathered pace, although in Europe the circumstances of
the late Cold War period were hardly propitious. One dramatic development was the emergence of a new force on the international
scene in the shape of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), which later became the OSCE and is now
Europe's largest political institution. The intensive research that this activity involved enabled Scotland-UN to issue definitive
statements of Scotland's rights like Self-Determination - what does International Law say? And to back it up with an equally
authoritative statement of how Scotland qualifies for the right: Scotland's Status as a Nation .
By this time Scotland-UN was being run on the lines of professional international diplomacy, which demanded careful situation
assessments before undertaking any diplomatic project. One example is the 1986 Assessment of the International Situation , originally
intended for S-UN internal use only, but still providing a fascinating historical perspective of a world that has now disappeared.
Then came the final breakthrough
Scotland-UN relentlessly targeted the CSCE/OSCE, along with other international institutions, with progress reports on the government
of Scotland and the many sins committed by the Thatcher regime there. The "saturation bombing" of individual member states
doubtless contributed to the CSCE's emphatic support for the principle of self-determination of peoples at its Third Follow-upConference in Vienna in 1986/89. The relevant CSCE statement remains a milestone to this day:
"The participating states confirm that, by virtue of the principle of equal rights and self determination of peoples, and in conformity with
the relevant provisions of the [Helsinki] Final Act, all peoples always have the right, in full freedom, to determine, when and as they
wish, their internal and external political status, without external interference, and to pursue as they wish their political, economic and
cultural development. (Questions Relating to Security in Europe, No. 4)"
However, as Scotland-UN reported in its Submission on Scotland's Right to Self-Determination to the subsequent CSCE meetings in
Paris (1989) and Moscow (1991), there was every indication that London had not the slightest intention of falling into line with the
international constitutional norms. It was clear that, if we were going to make any real progress, we would have to go to the
negotiating table with a weapon in our hands.
The opportunity to do just that arrived as the Communist system in Eastern Europe was breaking up during the early 1990s, and the
international system was in upheaval. The UN grasped the opportunity by holding the largest-ever international conference, The
United Nations World Conference on Human Rights, with more than 10,000 participants from all over the globe. Scotland-UN was
determined that Scotland would be represented in some form, although it was impossible to obtain a slot on the meeting agenda itself.
And so a simple public relations exercise was adopted, with a printed statement setting out the Scottish case in a form that could be
distributed by the Scotland-UN representative on the spot and attract support from governments and non-governmental organisations
represented there.
The world was teetering on the brink of a breakthrough and, sure enough, the moment for which Scotland-UN had waited arrived after
14 years of relentless and determined campaigning. The difference was that there was now a body of international law governing
Scotland's case, giving the opportunity to wield a legal and political weapon instead of simply making representations. The opportunity
to exploit the new legal and political situation opened with the Council of Europe's Meeting of Heads of State and Government in
Vienna on 8/9 October 1993.
Armed with advance intelligence, Scotland-UN set out to influence the outcome of the European Summit by means of an intensive
campaign of discreet diplomacy backed up by a succinct document on the lines of a modern Declaration of Arbroath: The CoE
Memorandum - the decisive breakthrough . The operation was an outstanding success in several respects despite determined
sabotage attempts by London, and the Labour Party in particular.
The recommendation in the Scotland-UN Memorandum that the Council of Europe should set up a system to enforce observance of
the international standards of pluralist democracy, the rule of law, and respect for human and civic rights was in fact adopted by the
CoE, which developed a suitable monitoring system over the next few years. And the examination of the UK's democratic system that
started in June 1996 resulted in a damning verdict on its shortcomings.
Scotland-UN now had a two-edged sword in its hand. In the first place, there was no way that the system of governing Scotland (and
Wales) by Secretary of State could stand up to examination in the light of the international legal democratic standards that were now
about to be enforced, by international sanctions if necessary.
Politically, the situation was even more dramatic. All the international organisations were at that stage concentrating on forcing the exCommunist reform states of Eastern Europe to adopt the international standards of pluralist democracy, the rule of law and respect for
human and civic rights. There was, of course, no way they could do that if they ignored blatant infringements of those same norms by
an established Western state. The UK had to fall into line or be subjected to the same sanctions as the East European countries,
because the then government of Scotland was cutting right across international policy at a major turning point in European and indeed
world history.
On both counts, therefore, the UK was caught in a pincer grip, and the Council of Europe was only representing all the other

international authorities that would have been obliged to intervene if the CoE had not already done so. The UK authorities, and the
Labour Party in particular, have done everything possible to try to conceal this background to devolution and the restoration of
democratic systems in Scotland and Wales. A large part of the story can nevertheless be pieced together from various archives of the
Council of Europe that have been released to date.
Research by American supporters of Scotland-UN brought to light a number of source documents already cleared by the Council of
Europe that broaden the picture and more than substantiate Scotland-UN's account of how the restoration of democratic government
in Scotland and Wales came about. The overall picture revealed by these Source References is not yet complete, and must await the
opening of the records of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and Cabinet Office amongst others, but the evidence is quite
sufficient to substantiate the Scotland-UN presentation of events.
The UK Conservative government under John Major was baffled by this assault from a completely unexpected quarter, and was no
doubt thankful that this hot potato bounced onto the lap of Tony Blair's Labour administration after the 1997 election. Blair had had no
intention of doing anything about the home rule for Scotland that Labour had promised for 100 years with no intention of ever
delivering.
This time, there was no way out, and devolution had to head Blair's government programme â€“ a situation that he described as "a
damnable nuisance". The Council of Europe helped to clarify his mind a few weeks in advance of the election by issuing a statement
of the sanctions that would be used against any state that refused to adhere to the international norms of pluralist democracy. And
Scotland-UN went for the kill by issuing a detailed assertion of The Sovereignty of the People of Scotland .
The Scotland-UN Committee remained very active over the period of establishing the restored Scottish governmental system, including
direct involvement in the 1998 referendum campaign. While this mostly entailed participating in the campaign headed by the Scottish
National Party (the Labour and Conservative parties were conspicuous by their absence from the streets during the campaign), there
were also individual Scotland-UN initiatives. The shattering size of the Yes majority in the referendum put the restoration of
democracy in Scotland beyond question, and justified the 18 years of exhausting struggle by Scotland-UN.
With its principal objective now fulfilled, the Committee remained in being for several years until the revived Scottish Parliament and
Government could be properly established. Since the new national institutions were initially kept under close control by London, it was
necessary to retain a Scottish institution with international connections and the will to use them if it should become necessary.
The necessity was shown on numerous occasions, because the London stranglehold on the new Scottish Parliament and Government
(initially called an "Executive"), and the insulting transfer of devolved decision making back to Westminster under the so-called Sewel
motions, was a fair indication that, without international compulsion and the threat of sanctions, devolution would never have
happened. And so Scotland-UN continued to act as Scotland's eyes and ears abroad on important issues.
One of them that involved a great deal of activity was fishing policy. Having got nowhere with polite representations to the EU,
Scotland-UN finally sent a blistering Letter to the Fisheries Commissioner of the European Union spelling out the reality of the
devastating damage the EU had caused to Scotland and demanding a remedy. As usual, the EU neither replied nor acknowledged
receipt, but it did in time make some cosmetic changes to its fisheries policy that altered nothing of substance.
The Scotland-UN Committee was formally wound up in 2007, its mission accomplished with the restoration of the Scottish Parliament
and Government. It thereby presented the Scottish National Party with the key to the door for its independence goal. That goal is not
one that can be achieved by international diplomacy alone, but demands a massive declaration of purpose from the Scots themselves.
That year the SNP formed the Scottish Government, and there was now an assurance that it would function without constantly looking
over its shoulder in the direction of London as all its predecessors had done.
And so the Scotland-UN Committee quietly bowed out of the political scene, having served its purpose more than well and left a
lasting legacy. Until independence happens it remains the one and only Scottish home-rule institution in 300 years to have concrete
results to show for its efforts.
That's it for this week and as the weekend is almost here hope it's a good one for you.
Alastair

