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Electric Scotland News
Scotland now has a Muslim for it's First Minister. Humza Yousaf was the person who brought in the "Hate" bill in
Scotland where he listed loads of Scottish appointments that were held by white people who are some 97% of the
Scottish population.

Kate Forbes who is a member of the Free Church of Scotland got 48% of the vote to his 52% which I think will give
people some pause when they consider the direction Scotland is going. He's also anti-Royal. 

This now means that Britain is now run by people of the Muslim faith as the Prime Minister of the UK is also a
Muslim.

Time will tell how things go but right now I'm not hopeful as Yousaf has been a failure in all the offices he's held but
it was the SNP hierarchy who voted him in so more of the same which is a failure of the SNP to run Scotland.

At least Forbes was pro Business and she has refused to join the new Government.  There are some links in the
Scottish News section where you can read more.

 

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers 
I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that can
affect Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on Google and other search engines it
becomes a good resource. I might also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many comments which can
be just as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your own comments if you wish which I
do myself from time to time.

Oldest tartan found to date back to 16th Century
A scrap of fabric found in a Highland peat bog 40 years ago is likely to be the oldest tartan ever discovered in
Scotland, new tests have established.

You can read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-65081312

UK's House of Lords complete final reading of Australia & New Zealand Trade Bill
The Bill is legislation that allows the United Kingdom to ratify and implement free trade agreements with Australia
and New Zealand, and acts as a stepping stone towards future CANZUK-orientated trade and mobility
arrangements.

Read more at:
https://www.canzukinternational.com/2023/03/uks-house-of-lords-complete-final-reading-of-australia-new-
zealand-trade-bill.html

Windsor deal ERG Legal Advisory Committee Assessment
From Lawyers for Britain.
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Read more at:
https://lawyersforbritain.org/windsor-deal-erg-legal-advisory-committee-assessment/

Humza faces a hard landing
The SNP leadership election result mirrored the Brexit vote: 52-48%. Will it prove as fractious as the EU
referendum of 2016 that continues to divide the UK? It certainly suggests that the SNP is split down the middle
between social democratic/social liberal and economically and socially conservative wings. And that its grasp on
power is loosening after almost 16 years.

Read more at:
https://sceptical.scot/2023/03/humza-faces-a-hard-landing/

Scottish Food and Drink exports reaches record high of over £8bn
The export value of Scottish food and drink products rose by £1.9 billion compared to 2021, an increase of 30.6%,
to take the value beyond pre-Covid levels. Driven by strong growth particularly in whisky, but also in other
categories such as cereals, the figures demonstrate the appetite for Scottish products globally.

Read more at:
https://foodanddrink.scot/news/scottish-food-and-drink-exports-reaches-record-high-of-over-8bn/

Humza Yousaf confirmed as Scotland's new first minister
Humza Yousaf has been confirmed as Scotland's new first minister after a vote in the Scottish Parliament. The SNP
leader was backed by his own MSPs and the Scottish Greens - guaranteeing him a majority.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-65098609

Humza's poisoned chalice
Humza Yousaf may not want for self-confidence, but the new First Minister is about to discover just what a
thankless task he's taken on. His is a tired government, stymied on its overriding goal of independence and with no
new ideas for any of the other policy areas it has control over.

Read more at:
https://capx.co/humza-yousaf-is-the-hapless-salesman-for-an-snp-that-no-longer-exists/

Canada's budget breakdown: Everything you need to know
Bye bye federal budget surplus, hello light recession.

You can read more at:
https://nationalpost.com/news/politics/canada-federal-budget-breakdown-everything-you-need-to-know

100 Years of Scottish Broadcasting
This week, the National Library of Scotland will celebrate 100 years of Scottish broadcasting with an event in the
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, entitled Broadcast conversations: The evolution of Scottish news.

Read more at:
https://www.scottishreview.net/RussellGalbraith653a.html

Humza Yousaf announces new Cabinet
The new First Minister has kept faith with several Cabinet colleagues who previously served under Nicola
Sturgeon.

Read more at:
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/humza-yousaf-announces-new-cabinet-29581350

Sustainable and Responsible Engineering for Canada’s Future
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Canada is built by engineering firms, yet Canadians are rarely aware of the companies behind the projects that
shape our world.

Read more at:
https://www.innovatingcanada.ca/industry/engineering-our-future/sustainable-and-responsible-engineering-for-
canadas-future

Is it finally becoming socially acceptable to criticise the NHS?
Studies of attitudes towards the NHS usually return suspiciously positive results, but with more than 7 million
people on the waiting list, it's hardly surprising things are staring to change. As the latest survey finds 51% of
people are dissatisfied with the NHS, is it finally becoming socially acceptable to criticise the NHS?

Read more at:
https://capx.co/is-it-finally-becoming-socially-acceptable-to-criticise-the-nhs/

Are there really no votes in foreign policy?
Received wisdom has it that foreign policy is a low priority for voters, well behind public services and the cost of
living. Yet in today’s interconnected world it is increasingly difficult to distinguish between foreign and domestic
concerns and while effective statesmanship may not win votes, mistakes can be costly.

Read more at:
https://capx.co/are-there-really-no-votes-in-foreign-policy

N.S. mass shooting inquiry identifies many RCMP failings, recommends overhaul
A public inquiry has found widespread failures in how the Mounties responded to Canada’s worst mass shooting
and recommends that Ottawa rethink the RCMP’s central role in Canadian policing.

Read more at:
https://torontosun.com/news/national/n-s-mass-shooting-inquiry-identifies-many-rcmp-failings-recommends-
overhaul

Electric Canadian
Canadian Farmers
A look at some of Canadian Farming businesses. A new section starting with the Little Potato Company.

You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/agriculture/business/index.htm 

Geological Survey of Canada
Report on the North Shore of Lake Huron (1849) (pdf)

You can read this short report at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/first/lake-huron-north.pdf 

Lake Huron and the Country of the Algonqums
By Edward Payson Morton Ph.D. (1913) (pdf)

You can read this wee book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/first/lakehuroncountry00mort.pdf 

Oliphant and its Islands, Lake Huron
Historical and descriptive sketches written and designed by Irene Monkman and Roy Fleming (1912) (pdf)
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You can read this wee book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/ontario/oliphantitsislan00monk.pdf 

Analyses of New Voyages and Travels
Travels through the Canadas; containing a description of the picturesque scenery on some of the rivers and lakes;
with an account of the productions, commerce, and inhabitants of those provinces: to which is subjoined a
comparative view of the manners aud customs of several of the Indian nations of North and South America. By
George Heriot, Esq. deputy postmaster general of British North America. (1807) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/pioneering/rbsc_lc_travels-through-canada_lande00432.pdf 

Copies of Letters from Settlers in Upper Canada to their friends
Published in 1832 (pdf)

You can read this wee collection at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/pioneering/rbsc_lc_letters-from-settlers-upper-canada_00532.pdf 

Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - the 26th day of March 2023
By the Rev. Nola Crewe

You can view this at:
http://www.electricscotland.org/forum/communities/rev-nola-crewe/26324-thoughts-on-a-sunday-morning-the-
26th-day-of-march-2023 

Life of Rev. William Cochrane, D.D.
For Thirty-Six Years Pastor of Zion Church, Brantford and for Twenty-Six Years Convener of the Home Mission
Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Canada by R. N. Grant (1899) (pdf)

You can read about him at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/Religion/lifeofrevwilliam0000gran.pdf 

Memorials of a Half-Century
By Bela Hubbard (1887)

This book is based around Detroit which of course used to be run by the French in pioneer times.

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/pioneering/memorialofahalfcentury.htm

 

Electric Scotland
Edinburgh of Today
Or Walks Around Scotland's Capital by Oliphant Smeaton (fourth edition) (1921) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/edinburgh/edinburghoftoday00smea.pdf 

Autobiography and Letters of Mrs MOW Oliphant
by Margaret Oliphant (1899) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/women/Autobiography_and_Letters_of_Mrs_MOW_Oliphant.pdf 
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The History of Scotland
From Agricola's Invasion to the Extinction of the Last Jacobite Insurrection by John Hill Burton, D.C.L.,
Historiographer-Royal for Scotland in 8 volumes and one Index volume (1873)

I spent a lot of time reading some of this history and finding the complete set of volumes. I think the early history in
Volume 1 is the best I have read of all the early histories of Scotland. 

You can read about him and study his history at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/other/burton_john_hill.htm  

Memoirs of the Rev. John Blackader
Compiled chiefly from unpublished manuscripts, and memoirs of his life and ministry written by himself while
prisoner on the Bass; and containing illustrations of the Episcopal persecution from the restoration to the death of
Charles II. With an appendix giving a short account of the history and siege of the Bass, &c. by Andrew Crichton
(1823)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/bible/blackader_john.httm.htm

Cadell William Archibald
Traveller and Mathematician with a short biography and links to his two volume book about his travels in Europe
during 1917 & 1918.

You can get to this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/men/cadell-william.htm 

Cadell, Robert
Publisher to Sir Walter Scott, a short biography.

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/men/cadell-robert.htm 
 

Story
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From the Aberdeen University Review
Vol. I. No. 3 June 1914

The Chancellor of the University - Lord Elgin

THE General Council of the University at its meeting in April unanimously elected the Earl of Elgin and Kincardine
to the Chancellorship of the University in succession to Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, whose loss the whole
University so deeply mourns.

The three great offices of the University are the Chancellorship, the Rectorship, and the Principalship, and each
presents in the mode of appointment or in the nature of the duties certain interesting peculiarities, the result largely
of historic evolution. The Rector, who is, in virtue of his office, the I president of the chief governing body of the
University, the University 1 Court, charged especially with the administration of all the property and funds, is elected
by the students, many of whom have entered the University for the first time only a few days before being called
upon to use their franchise, and scarcely any of whom at any time concern themselves with higher University
administration. The students virtually also elect a second member of the Court, the Rector’s assessor, who
although appointed by the Rector is in recent times always nominated by the Students’ Representative Council. It is
true the typical Rector never, or very rarely, attends meetings of the Court, and hence the justification for the
appointment of an assessor. But we have had in this University notable exceptions to the usual practice in the



 rectorships of Emeritus Professor Bain and the Marquis of Huntly.

Then the Principal who is president of the teaching and disciplinary body of the University, the Senatus, is
appointed not by any body within the University but by the Crown.

And, finally, the Chancellor, whose mode of appointment is the only one on a truly democratic basis, in that he is
chosen by the votes of the body, the General Council, of which he is president, has scarcely ever been known,
except at his inauguration, to preside at meetings of the Council, and is more usually associated—although in
Aberdeen only on rare occasions—with the ceremonial conferring of degrees, which the Senatus has the sole
power to give or withhold.

But who among us will venture to say that these anomalies prevent our attaining a wonderfully congruous whole, on
that they have embarrassed the efficiency of University administration ? Most of us, indeed, view sympathetically
these chequered arrangements, as evidence of the ancient lineage of our Scottish Universities, just as we look with
an interested and fascinated eye on the mixed architecture of an ancient cathedral.

In choosing Lord Elgin for Chancellor the Council has followed the unbroken custom of the University in electing to
its highest office a peer of the realm, if we except the earlier Chancellors of King’s College and University who were
bishops, although the first of these were presumably spiritual peers. Most of the members of the Council have lived
under three Chancellors, including Lord Elgin—and very few under more, as the late Duke of Richmond and
Gordon held office for the long period of forty-two years. And it is a curious fact that all three, the Duke, Lord
Strathcona, and Lord Elgin, are associated with the county of Elgin. The Scottish seat of the Duke is in the county,
Lord Strathcona was born in it, and Lord Elgin derives his chief title from it.
As the association of the Elgin family, except in name, with the county is not well known in" Aberdeen, and as the
people of the North have a traditional liking for genealogical inquiries, it may be of interest to state that the Elgin
family, who trace their descent back to Thomas de Bruys of Clackmannan, who died before 1348, and is believed
to have been a kinsman of the Royal Bruces, were first brought into association with Elgin in 1583. In that year,
Edward Bruce, second son of Edward Bruce of Blairhall and Easter Kennet in Clackmannan, and grandson of Sir
David Bruce of Clackmannan, received from King James VI a grant of the temporalities of the dissolved Abbey of
Kinloss, in the county of Elgin, with the position of Commendator of Kinloss, and the seat in Parliament previously
held by the mitred Abbot. He was a distinguished lawyer, became a Lord of Session, accompanied his Sovereign to
England, from whom he received numerous favours, was appointed Master of the Rolls, received the Hon. M.A. of
Oxford, and is buried in the Rolls Chapel, Chancery Lane. Extensive grants of land in England were made to him by
the King. In 1600-1 he was created Lord Kinloss, and subsequently, in 1604, Baron Bruce of Kinloss. The former
title later on went through a female to the Dukes of Buckingham and Chandos, while the latter title, descending in
the male line, is still held by the Earls of Elgin.

The first Lord Kinloss was succeeded in his estates and titles by his son Edward, who, dying unmarried, was
succeeded by his brother Thomas. Thomas was closely attached to the Royal family, and had bestowed on him in
1633 by Charles I the dignity of Earl of Elgin in the peerage of Scotland. He appears to have sold the Kinloss
estates to Brodie of Lethen. The estates of Cothill and Collestoune in Aberdeenshire also belonged at this time to
the Bruce family.

The Bruces warmly espoused the cause of the Stuarts, and shortly after the Restoration, Robert the second Earl of
Elgin was granted, besides other dignities, the Earldom of Ailesbury, in the peerage of England. This Earldom later
became extinct through failure of direct heirs, but was subsequently revived in favour of one of the Bruce family,
and raised after a time to a Marquisate.

Charles, the fourth Earl of Elgin, died in 1747. Walpole says of him he was offered, but declined, a Dukedom shortly
before his death. One of his daughters married the third Duke of Richmond; and a grandniece became the wife of
Prince Charles Edward, the young Chevalier. As he left no son, the Earldom of Elgin and the Barony of Bruce of
Kinloss devolved on Charles Bruce of Broomhall, ninth Earl of Kincardine, a descendant of Sir George Bruce of
Carnock who was a younger brother of the first Lord Kinloss.

It is interesting to note that David Bruce of Green, a younger brother of the father of Lord Kinloss and Sir George, is



an ancestor of the Bruces of Kennet, now represented by Lord Balfour of Burleigh, Chancellor of St. Andrews
University, and that Sir George took for wife a daughter of Archibald Primrose of Burnbrae, an ancestor of Lord
Rosebery, Chancellor of the University of Glasgow. Thus the ancestral blood streams of three of the present
Scottish University Chancellors may be said to have mingled in the early part of the seventeenth century.

It is almost unnecessary to say that the Earldom of Kincardine has no association with the Kincardine that borders
the Dee, although the suggestion of an association appears to be strengthened by the fact that the minor dignity of
Baron Bruce of Torry was conferred along with the Earldom. Both titles relate to the Kincardine and Torry that lie by
the Forth. The Earldom and the Barony were created by Charles I in 1647 in favour of Sir Edward Bruce of
Carnock, a grandson of Sir George Bruce of Carnock. The Bruces of Carnock like the Bruces of Kinloss were
strong supporters of the Stuarts. The second Earl held'high office under Charles II. Burnet, in the “ History of His
Own Time,” says of him that “he was the wisest and worthiest man of his country,” but quaintly adds “and fit for
governing any affairs but his own, which he by a wrong turn and by his love for the public neglected to his ruin”. But
the Earl had impoverished his estates in support of the Stuart king for whom the strongly Whiggish Bishop had no
love.

On the death, in 1705, of the third Earl without issue, the Earldom passed to the Bruces of Broomhall, who, as
already stated, were also descended from Sir George Bruce of Carnock. Thus, within a space of about forty years,
the Broomhall family succeeded to the two Earldoms of Kincardine and Elgin. The present Lord Elgin is the lineal
descendant of this family ; and Broomhall remains to this day the chief seat of the Earls of Elgin and Kincardine.
The present Earl has for many years leased for his autumn quarters Dunphail in Upper Elginshire which came into
possession of Lord Elgin’s father through his first wife, the heiress of the Bruces of Dunphail, but which descended
to a daughter—a half-sister of Lord Elgin—who married Lord Thurlow.

Several members of the Elgin and Kincardine families, as has already in part been indicated, were men of
considerable note. Sir George Bruce of Carnock, whose name has repeatedly been mentioned, was a man of
exceptional ability and enterprise. He was one of the first to undertake in Scotland the mining of coal on a large
scale. It is of his mines, which were carried under the Forth, that the well-known story is told regarding the terror of
King James VI, on momentarily suspecting treachery in his host, when on a visit to the mines he was brought up
through a shaft in a small islet in the Forth, convenient for shipment of the coal. Sir George enjoyed the esteem of
the King, by whom he was knighted and was made a Lord of the Privy Council and Exchequer. He was also
appointed one of the Commissioners to treat of a Union with England.

Passing over a number of distinguished members of the families between the time of Sir George and the present
Earl, I would wish only to recall briefly the great public services of the grandfather and father of our Chancellor.

Lord Elgin’s grandfather, the seventh Earl of Elgin, was Ambassador successively to the Netherlands, to Prussia
and to Turkey. It was while in Turkey that, as an intense lover of Greek Art, and anxious for the preservation of
some of its finest remains from complete neglect and apparent gradual dissolution, he obtained leave of the Sultan
first to sketch and measure and make casts of the world-famous marble sculptures of the Parthenon, and
subsequently to remove a considerable proportion of these and other Greek sculptures to England. As if the gods of
the ancient Greeks were incensed at the removal, the vessel in which the marbles had been shipped was wrecked,
and sank off the island of Cerigo, and there the marbles lay for three years before the exact position of the wrecked
ship was located and the marbles recovered and transhipped to this country. A somewhat similar fate, it will be
remembered, befell the attempt, also eventually successful, on the part of Sir Erasmus Wilson, the founder of the
Chair of Pathology in the University, to bring the obelisk, known as Cleopatra’s Needle, from the plains of Egypt to
the banks of the Thames. The Elgin marbles, now housed in the British Museum, constitute one of the greatest Art
treasures of our nation, and are a perennial source of inspiration to all lovers of art. It is said that although the
sculptures were purchased for the Museum at a cost of about ^35>ooo, this sum amounted to less than half the
expenditure of Lord Elgin on his researches in Greece and on the collection and transport of the sculptures.

The eighth Earl, father of the Chancellor, had a distinguished Oxford career, winning a first class in classics, and
became one of the most capable diplomatists and administrators of his time. He began his public career as
Governor of Jamaica and ended it as Governor-General of India, where he died in 1863. He had also been
Governor-General of Canada, in which country the Chancellor was born in 1849, and he was Envoy and



Plenipotentiary to China and Japan at a critical time in the relations of the West with the Far East. He acquired
great distinction in all the high offices that he filled, and rendered invaluable service to the commerce and prestige
of the Empire in the treaty which he arranged with China and Japan and in the reciprocity treaty between Canada
and the United States. He received several honours, including a peerage of the United Kingdom under the title of
Baron Elgin of Elgin.

But great as have been the public services of many of the present Lord Elgin’s forebears, none has had a more
impressive record than Lord Elgin himself. There are few men in public life who have rendered larger or more
useful service to his country than Lord Elgin has done in his characteristically unostentatious way. Following the
traditions of his family on both sides of the house—for on the maternal side he is a grandson of the first Earl of
Durham, one of the most sagacious and far-seeing of the earlier Governors of British North America—Lord Elgin
has taken a prominent part in the government and administration of our dependencies and colonies as well as in
the affairs of the mother country. And it seems not inappropriate that the University of Aberdeen—which, in
proportion to its size, has perhaps sent more of its most gifted sons into the service of our outer Empire than any
other Scottish University—should continue to have for its Chancellor, as it had in a very special manner in Lord
Strathcona, one who has been so intimately identified with British administration beyond the seas.

Apart from local administrative work, in which he has always taken a leading part, Lord Elgin began his wider public
service with his entry to the Ministry of Mr. Gladstone in 1886 as Treasurer of the Household and First
Commissioner of Works. He exhibited in these offices, as in his own county of Fife, such conspicuous
administrative capacity that in 1894 he was invited to occupy the highest governing post to which a subject of the
Sovereign may aspire—the Viceroyalty of India. This invitation must have been particularly pleasing to Lord Elgin,
as in accepting it he was entering a post which as already stated had previously been held by his father. This was a
unique distinction, for, so far as I know, there is no other instance of father and son acting as Viceroy of India.

The five years of Lord Elgin’s Viceroyalty covered a period of exceptional turmoil and distress in the affairs of our
great Eastern Empire. He had scarcely reached India when grave troubles arose among the restless tribes of the
North-West Frontier which necessitated a brief but arduous campaign in almost pathless mountains for the relief of
Chitral. A year later, the insurrection broke out afresh and involved the whole of the North-West Frontier. Before the
insurgent tribes were finally subdued in 1898, it had been necessary to put into the field a larger army than had
been mobilized at any time in India since the Mutiny. It was in these campaigns, and notably on the heights of
Dargai, that the Gordon Highlanders brought fresh glory to the regiment in deeds that still thrill us with their
recollection. Following the lead of General Wade in the final pacification of our own Highlands, Lord Elgin’s
Government was insistent on the construction of good roads. Properly constructed roads were made through the
chief mountain passes and the principal valleys, so as to facilitate future military operations, should they unhappily
ever become necessary. The campaigns during Lord Elgin’s reign effected complete submission of the tribes, and
have been amply justified by the period of practically unbroken peace with which they have been followed on the
North-West Frontier.

But almost greater anxieties befell the Viceroy in the sudden outburst of plague in the Bombay Presidency in 1896
—the first visitation of this dreaded disease in India for a long series of years. The deaths were in a short time
numbered by hundreds of thousands, and within a few years amounted even to millions. The outbreak was tackled
with great promptitude. The highest medical and sanitary skill was made available, and an important Scientific
Commission was appointed. But although the most enlightened and strenuous precautions were taken, such were
the difficulties of coping with a disease so insidious in its methods of spread that it was not until after some years
that the epidemic showed signs of abating. The difficulties were enormously increased by the resistance of the
natives to sanitary measures, due to the prejudices of custom and caste and religion. But in spite of these
difficulties it may be said that it was under- Lord Elgin’s Viceroyalty that the Indian native learned his first extensive
lesson on the character and virtues of Western sanitary measures.

But Lord Elgin had to cope not only with war and pestilence. He had also to face the third great traditional enemy of
the human race —famine. A great drought in 1896 was followed by a widespread shortage of crops, and by a
famine which in a few months affected more or less 65,000,000 persons. The enormous mortality that would in
ordinary course have followed was largely prevented by the vigorous organization by Lord Elgin of relief operations,
which mainly took the excellent form of wages for labour on public relief works, such as irrigation works. The relief



was thus made to assist in providing a remedy against the causes of future famines.
These were not the whole of Lord Elgin’s difficulties and services. It fell to him to undertake the anxious task of
establishing the currency of India on a fixed gold basis. This he successfully accomplished. For purposes of
revenue the question of certain very important and debatable tariff changes had also to be faced, amid great
opposition, but was solved with such wisdom that the settlement Lord Elgin achieved has endured to this day.

Amid all the grave distractions to smooth government and the progress of public works, it redounds to the credit of
Lord Elgin that no less than 5,000 miles of new railways were constructed in India during his tenure of office.

It is not surprising that at a great banquet in Calcutta given in his honour on the termination of his Viceroyalty, when,
along with an almost extravagant praise of his services, the “tremendous trials and overwhelming anxieties” of his
reign were recalled, Lord Elgin expressed doubts as to his having the courage to undertake the duties of his great
office when it was offered to him, could he have foreseen the difficulties that were to beset him. But he modestly
expressed the hope that he might have deserved the epitaph on the simple tombstone of Henry Lawrence at
Lucknow that “he tried to do his duty”. He did this, and more. Members of all parties bore, at the close of his tenure
of office, generous testimony to the great value of his services. As one responsible writer put it, “he had justified the
highest expectations, and had made a reputation as a wise administrator and an able statesman which had far
surpassed the highest hopes”. In spite of the succession of grave misfortunes which by the hand of Providence
befell India during his Viceroyalty, Lord Elgin left India so improved in its finances and trade that Sir James
Westland, the Financial Member of the Council of the Governor-General—one of the many distinguished alumni
and graduates of this University who have held high posts in the Government of India—was able, in presenting the
last budget of Lord Elgin’s Government, to claim that with the exception of the United Kingdom no other country in
the Old World could show an equally favourable result.

Lord Elgin’s next period of service to our Overseas Dominions was as Secretary of State for the Colonies in the
Ministry of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman. He held this office from 1905 to 1908. Here also he had several difficult
tasks to face. Important questions of government and of Asiatic labour in South Africa required solution. One of the
earliest acts of his administration was the granting of a constitution and responsible government to the recently
conquered Colonies of the Transvaal and the Orange River. This was severely criticised by the opposition in
Parliament, but few now doubt its wisdom. It served to reconcile the Dutch population of these two Colonies to the
incorporation of the territories in the British Empire and paved the way for the subsequent Union of the South
African States.

It was during Lord Elgin’s Secretaryship that the Colonial Conference of 1907 was held, at which several important
resolutions regarding imperial defence and other matters of imperial interest were passed. Arrangements were also
made for having an Imperial Conference every four years, and the foundations were thus laid for an Imperial
Council in which all parts of the British Empire might ultimately be represented.

Lord Elgin also carried through Parliament important legislation regarding the Constitution of the Australian States,
and the financial relations of the Dominion of Canada with the Provinces of Canada. Long-standing difficulties with
the United States in relation to Newfoundland were likewise dealt with, and were finally and satisfactorily settled;
and sources of friction between this country and France in regard to the New Hebrides were removed. Altogether
Lord Elgin’s services to the Colonies were not unlike those to India. They were required in matters of great delicacy
and difficulty, and were rendered with courage and wisdom.

Lord Elgin, although a prominent member of the Liberal Party, is of too open and judicial a mind to have ever been
a political partisan. It was a distinct tribute to this quality, and to his proved faculty for dealing with difficult questions,
that he was appointed by a Conservative Government Chairman of the Royal Commission to inquire into grave
allegations regarding certain of the officers of the South African Army in relation to war stores.

It was also a Conservative Government that invited Lord Elgin in 1904 to act as Chairman of the small but important
Royal Commission that was charged with the difficult and invidious task of determining the extent to which the small
remnant of the Free Church that refused to enter the Union of the Free and United Presbyterian Churches was in a
position to carry out the trusts and make use of the property devolving on it under the momentous and much
criticised decision of the House of Lords. The Commission performed its duties with great expedition and with



marked impartiality. Parliament adopted its recommendations and appointed an Executive Commission, again with
Lord Elgin as Chairman, to carry them into effect. The great battle over the Church property is now, for many of us,
an almost forgotten tale—so rapidly does time dull the public memory of even stirring national events.

But it is mainly in connexion with his services to the Scottish Universities that some of us have had an opportunity of
personal contact with Lord Elgin and his work.

He was one of the youngest members of the Commission appointed under the Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889, of
which his friend, Lord Kinnear, who has been his colleague in several public bodies, was Chairman. Although the
labours of the Commission were not completed until 1900, and extended therefore over the five years during which
Lord Elgin was Viceroy of India, the more weighty part of the duties of the Commission had been carried through in
the four years preceding his departure for the East. The principal graduation ordinances had been issued, a
preliminary examination had been made obligatory for all graduation curricula, women had been granted the right of
graduation, and the finance ordinances had been settled. Lord Elgin bore his share in the epoch-making changes
embraced in these ordinances, and obtained an insight into the constitution and workings of the Scottish
Universities system that gave special point to his subsequent services to the Universities as Chairman of the
Carnegie Trust and as Chairman of the recent Departmental Committee appointed by the Treasury to inquire into
the need in the Scottish Universities for additional assistance from the Government.

It has been my privilege to represent the University of Aberdeen on the Carnegie Trust since its foundation in 1901,
and I can say with some knowledge that next to giving the money, the best thing that Mr. Carnegie did was to
obtain the consent of Lord Elgin to act as Chairman of the Trust and of its Executive Committee. Lord Elgin’s
chairmanship has been an unqualified success.

He came to the work with a highly cultured mind, but without noticeable prepossession in favour of one form of
academic culture rather than another. He has held the balance evenly between all the various educational
purposes to which the funds of the Trust are applicable. His extreme fairness and impartiality have been equally
conspicuous in dealing with the claims of the different Universities. It is not possible to conceive of any one who
could have more safely and justly guided the Committee in the delicate matter of adjudicating upon the various
claims. Special pleadings by the representatives of special interests have never influenced him unless they were
based on indisputable facts. Along with a readiness to listen to all sides, he has shown a quickness of judgment and
a capacity for organization that proved of great practical value, especially at the commencement of the work of the
Trust, when the administration of the income from Mr. Carnegie’s unprecedented endowment of £2,000,000 had to
be arranged and regulated within a brief time. The Trust has had in its Chairman the benefit of a mind not only
naturally apt for administration but trained and whetted by large experience in the highest spheres of public work.

This is not the occasion to discuss the policy of the Carnegie Trust. The Trust has not found it possible in every
matter to take its own views. It has necessarily been restrained by the terms of its foundation, wide and generous as
those terms are, and were intended to be. There is, however, I think, agreement in all quarters that although some
alterations in the method of dealing with the payments to students might possibly be made with advantage—the
question is admittedly difficult—the administration of the Trust under Lord Elgin’s leadership has, independently of
the great pecuniary assistance rendered to students, been of the very greatest benefit to the four Scottish
Universities, in enabling them to extend their teaching accommodation, to enrich greatly the equipment of their
laboratories and libraries, and to make many urgently needed additions to their teaching staff. The meetings and
operations of the Trust have also served the entirely useful purpose of bringing the Universities into closer
acquaintance with one another. Each has been given occasion and opportunity for a fuller knowledge and
appreciation of the work being accomplished by the others, and has been provided with a fresh incentive to
discover and make good its own deficiencies.

In a recent statement to the University Court in connexion with the submission of the Annual Accounts of the
University, it was mentioned that, apart from the payment of students’ fees and exclusive of a sum of about £12,500
devoted to Fellowships and Scholarships and Grants for Research, the University had received from the Carnegie
Trust, during the eleven years of the existence of the Trust, no less than £96,277, and this without any inroad on
the capital funds of the Trust.



The sympathetic spirit and the judicial mind shown in the work of the Carnegie Trust by Lord Elgin has been equally
displayed in his Chairmanship of the Treasury Committee on University Grants. After a most careful inquiry into the
requirements of each of the Universities, Lord Elgin’s Committee, with the usual expedition and directness attaching
to all Lord Elgin’s work, generously recommended an addition of £40,000 to the annual government subsidies,
already amounting to £72,000, to the Scottish Universities. The report was presented to the Treasury in 1910, and
was accepted and at once acted upon by Parliament. The share of the new grant falling to the University of
Aberdeen is £9000, and represents a somewhat larger proportion of the total grant to the four Universities than the
allocation in the preceding grants.

Lord Elgin has already received at the hands of his Sovereign and from various Universities fitting recognition of his
services to the State and to higher education. He received the Knighthood of the Garter on his return from India,
and he is a G.C.S.I., a G.C.I.E., and a Privy Councillor. Oxford University has given him its honorary degree of
D.C.L., and Cambridge its LL.D.—a degree which he has also received from each of the four Scottish Universities.
And now the University of Aberdeen has elected him to its Chancellorship—the highest honour within its gift. In the
history of the University and of the two ancient Universities merged in it there can be but few Chancellors that have
come to the Chancellorship with a more solid and distinguished record of service to the Empire at large and to the
Scottish Universities.

We all bid him a cordial welcome, and trust that he may long occupy the Chancellorship and that, forsaking the
custom of absenteeism usually associated with the office in a Scottish University, he may come often among us to
guide us in our deliberations and to honour us in our public ceremonies.

MATTHEW HAY.

END

Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you.

Alastair
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