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Electric Scotland News

UK traditional TV viewing sees record decline, Ofcom report says
This is a news item I feature below in our Scottish News section. I just wanted to say that I hardly watch any TV
these days and no Radio either.  I am really only an Internet user these days as I prefer to watch real life on
YouTube and I do still trawl the newspapers and am on a variety of mailing lists.

I also don't watch films but I do still read a lot of books but for relaxation that is mostly Science Fiction &
Fantasy.  I am particularly fond of L. E. Modesitt, Jr., probably my favourite author of all followed by Nathan
Lowell and Laurence E Dahners. I do have several hundred books in my library and around 1,400 kindle books.

-------

I also note the C$23 billion awarded to the indigenous peoples in Canada. I can't help but think that people
should just get on with life.  We all have ups and downs and in my opinion Trans rights, Black rights, Feminism
is all a total waste of time.  In my opinion if we just treated people with respect then none of this would matter. 
Also the award in Canada is using tax payers money for this settlement but millions of Canadians had
absolutely nothing to do with any of this but are having to contribute to this whether they like it or not.

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers

I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that
can affect Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on Google and other search
engines it becomes a good resource. I might also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many
comments which can be just as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your own
comments if you wish which I do myself from time to time. Here is what caught my eye this week...

Canada approves historic C$23bn child welfare settlement
Canada's Human Rights Tribunal has approved a landmark C$23.4bn ($17.7bn; £13.8bn) settlement for
indigenous children and families harmed by the child welfare system. It is said to be the largest class-action
settlement in Canadian history.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-66330678

Trial by social media has undermined innocent until proven guilty, says Harvey Proctor
In principle, it remains central to our justice system. But talking after Hollywood star Kevin Spacey's acquittal on
sex charges, ex-Tory MP Harvey Proctor, nearly destroyed by a fantasist, shares his fears of an insidious creep
towards the presumption of guilt.

Read more at:
https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1796718/harvey-proctor-kevin-spacey-trial
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The woman taking tug o’war by storm
It’s all about having strength in your legs and working together so that we all step back at the same time. We
train by pulling a barrel filled with weights up and down a pulley system on a tree. We’ve been doing it on sand
recently that really burns.

Read more at:
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/tug-owar/

Kate Forbes sounds alarm over tax hike as Humza Yousaf eyes increases for wealthy
Scots
The former Finance Secretary said increasing taxes again would be short termist.

Read more at:
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/kate-forbes-sounds-alarm-over-30610622

Treasury gives Holyrood more fiscal leeway
The Fiscal Framework behind the Scottish Budget has finally been updated, giving the Scottish Government
greater leeway when it comes to tax and spend policy.

Read more at:
https://sceptical.scot/author/mairi-spowage/

The Truth about Tidal
Tidal power in Scotland will have the best chance of success if it can continue to defray very high startup costs
across the largest possible number of consumers.

Read more at:
https://www.these-islands.co.uk/publications/i386/the_truth_about_tidal.aspx

UK traditional TV viewing sees record decline, Ofcom report says
Traditional TV viewing in the UK has seen its sharpest ever decline over the past year, according to Ofcom.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-66369532

Drones help deliver air mail to Orkney islands
Islanders in Orkney are set to get mail deliveries much quicker with the help of drones.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/uk-scotland-66376051

Thousands gather for Highlands' biggest farm show
The Black Isle Show was expected to attract 25,000 people over its two days.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpv7207dq0no

Entries close for World Stone Skimming Championships
Competitors from more than 20 countries are set to battle it out in the first World Stone Skimming
Championships since 2019.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-66382480

UK interest rates to stay higher for longer, Bank of England says
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Interest rates will stay higher for longer, the Bank of England has said for the first time, in an effort to battle
soaring price rises. The Bank revealed the tactic to try and curb the rising cost of living as it raised rates again
to 5.25% from 5%.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-66384289

Rishi Sunak could get mobbed (and bag a trade deal) when he heads to India
The British prime minister’s Indian heritage is being talked up as a diplomatic boon ahead of his trip.

Read more at:
https://www.politico.eu/article/rishi-india/ 

Electric Canadian

Archie P. McKishnie
By Gertrude E. Forth from the Canadian Bookman Magazine of February 1928

You can read about him at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/poetry/ArchieMcKishnie.htm 

Explorations in the Far North
By Frank Russell (1898) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/explorationsinf01iowagoog.pdf 

Parnassus and the Public
By C. F. Lloyd from the Canadian Bookman Magazine of February 1928

You can read this article at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/poetry/Parnassus.htm 

Norm MacDonald's Revenge
From Maxim Magazine (pdf)

You can read this article at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/revenge.pdf 

Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - 29th July 2023
By the Rev. Nola Crewe

You can watch this at:
http://www.electricscotland.org/forum/communities/rev-nola-crewe/26380-thoughts-on-a-sunday-morning-
29th-july-2023 

The Anti-Slavery Crusade
A Chronicle of the Gathering Storm by Jesse Macy (1919) (pdf)

You can read this at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/anti-slavery-crusade.pdf
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Electric Scotland

The Quarterly Journal of Agriculture
Vol. 10 June 1839 — March 1840 (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/agriculture/quarterlyjourna03blacgoog.pdf 

Men and Measures of Half a Century
Sketches and Comments by Hugh McCulloch, Secretary to the Treasury in the Administrations of Presidents
Lincoln, Johnson and Arthur (1889) (pdf)

You can read all about him and his work at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/menmeasureshalf00mccurich.pdf 

Records of the 90th Regiment
Perthshire Light Infantry with Roll of Officers from 1795 to 1880 by Alex. M. Delavoye, Captain 56th Foot (late
90th L.I.) (1880)

You can read about this regiment at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/scotreg/90th.htm 

St. Mark’s Gospel
Two Stages of its Making By J. M. C. Crum, Residentiary Canon of Canterbury (1936)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/bible/MarksGospel.htm 

Life & Work - St. Stephen's Parish Magazine
By the Rev. Norman MacLeod

Got up volumes 1 & 4 which you can read at:
https://electricscotland.com/bible/lifework.htm

Took the Introduction in Volume 1 as our Story for this week.

Illustrations of the History and Antiquities of Perthshire
By Robert S. Fittis (1874) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/perth/illustrationsofh00fittuoft.pdf

 

Story

Life & Work - St. Stephen's Parish Magazine

TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. STEPHEN’S, In issuing this first number of the St. Stephen's Parish
Magazine, let me explain in a few sentences what the Magazine is, and what it aims at. For many years there
has been a desire among the ministers of the Church of Scotland for a publication which might be circulated in
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their parishes, with a local supplement of one or two pages where desired. Hitherto this want has been met to
some extent by English Magazines, which have been localised in several parishes with considerable success.
At the same time it is obvious that these magazines, which necessarily abound with allusions and expressions
unfamiliar to our ears, are more or less unsuitable for circulation among Scottish readers. Accordingly the last
General Assembly authorised the Committee on Christian Life and Work to provide a Magazine of the kind now
referred to, should they find it practicable; and after mature deliberation, it has been resolved to make the
attempt. The aim of the Committee is to provide a Monthly Penny Magazine containing articles from writers
eminent in various walks of literature, which may be read with profit by all classes of the community, and while
future numbers will doubtless be more special in their contents, it is hoped that this one may be regarded as a
fair specimen of what is to follow.

Then, with respect to the local supplement, it is obvious that such a method of communication may be turned to
invaluable account in connection with our Parochial and Congregational work. As minister of the parish, I
rejoice in such an opportunity of addressing you from time to time on any points to which it may appear
necessary to direct particular attention, and I shall endeavour to use it always for edification. I trust it is scarcely
necessary to add that the Magazine will not be political or sectarian in its character. True, it will claim to speak
to you in the name of the Church of Scotland, one of its chief objects being to quicken and increase your
interest in all that affects the well-being and prosperity of that Church. At no time was the Church of Scotland
more deserving of the loyal support of all her children than she now is. There never was a period in her history
when the "Truth as it is in Jesus” was more faithfully proclaimed from her pulpits; and never was she more
earnest in her endeavours worthily to occupy the position which she holds as the National Church of this
country. There is no reason, therefore, why we should be ashamed of the Church of our fathers. She has many
faults, and it is our duty to do everything in our power to remedy these faults ; but no church is perfect, and it is
for those who are clamouring for the destruction of the National Establishment to tell us what they are prepared
to substitute for that admirable parochial system which has been for so many ages the glory of our land. There
is a vast amount of misapprehension on the part of many with regard to the whole subject; as, for instance, that
the endowments of the Established Church are paid out of the taxes of the country, the fact of course being
that these endowments are almost wholly the provision which the piety of former generations has made for the
supply of religious ordinances, especially among the poor and destitute. There are many points of this nature to
which attention may sometimes be directed in these pages, but surely it is possible to vindicate our own Church
without attacking others, and I sincerely hope and believe that no word will ever be found in this Magazine
which is calculated to give pain or just ground of offence to the members of any Evangelical Church. Its
purpose is not controversial, but moral and religious. The end contemplated, in short, is the promotion of
Christian Life and Work in all the manifold forms of human activity and concern, and if at any time it may be
deemed necessary to say aught in explanation or defence of the position of the Church of Scotland, it is hoped
that this will invariably be done in the tone and spirit of Christian courtesy. Such, being the general objects of
this new Magazine, let me commend it most warmly to all the parishioners of St. Stephen’s, whether they
worship in the Parish Church or elsewhere. And may the blessing of God rest on this endeavour, and make it
helpful in many ways for the diffusion of “pure and undefiled religion” in our own and other parishes.

And now a few words appropriate to the season.

This first number of our Parish Magazine will be put into your hands at the commencement of the new year,
and it is only fitting that this additional channel of communication with the parishioners of St. Stephen’s should
be opened, on my part, by the expression of those kindly greetings which are customary at this time. Most
heartily do I wish you, dear friends, “a Good New Year,” and may God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, abundantly bless and prosper you and yours in all things temporal and spiritual. The year which has just
closed has been, in many respects, a singularly disastrous one. How terrible have been the catastrophes which
have happened by sea and land ! How manifold the anxieties and dangers which have agitated the public mind
during the last twelve months ! What distress of nations with perplexity—men’s hearts failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which are coming on the earth ! The calamities which have overtaken the
commercial world in particular are, I suppose, unprecedented, and hundreds and thousands of our fellow-



countrymen who were in comfort and affluence at the commencement of last year have been reduced, through
no fault of their own, to a condition which it is most painful to contemplate. The depression of trade still
continues, and it is to be feared that, as the winter advances, there will be an exceptional amount of suffering
among the poorer classes. Most earnestly is it to be hoped that all who have the means of helping others may
be found ready at this time to extend, not their sympathy only, but the succour of a practical benevolence and
charity to all such as are in any need. “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and ye say
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are
needful to the body, what doth it profit?" But while the circumstances of the moment are somewhat dark, even
those who have been most directly afflicted by recent events can yet “sing of mercy as well as of judgment,”
and all have abundant reason to "thank God, and take courage.” For some time back the Parish has been
remarkably free from all infectious and epidemic disease. That is one great cause of thankfulness. And how
many are the blessings which God has bestowed upon us as families and individuals in the various
relationships of life I We can but say, “Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his benefits. Blessed be the
name of the Lord.” Nor would I have you to be unmindful at this season of the many tokens of the Lord’s favour
which have been vouchsafed to us as a congregation entrusted with great and solemn responsibilities. Lately
we commemorated, with becoming thankfulness, the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Parish Church.
Half a century is a long time in the history of a congregation as well as of individuals; and few now remain who
were worshippers in the church on the opening day. But the work then commenced is still, thank God, in active
operation. “Other men have laboured, and we have entered into their labours and I trust that we, in our turn,
may be enabled to leave to others, unimpaired, the blessings we have ourselves inherited. To this end may
God bless and prosper us during the coming year in every "good word and work;” forgiving all our sloth and
faithlessness, and quickening us to greater zeal and diligence in His service. “Brethren, pray for us, that the
word of the Lord among us may have free course and be glorified.”

Norman Macleod (1879)

END.

Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you. I also note it is a Civic Holiday on Monday in Canada
so hope our Canadian friends have a great long weekend.

Alastair
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