
Electric Scotland News

My Canadian Experience

Continued the March entry with the Carney visit to the Nordic countries and the UK. You can read this and view the videos at:
 http://www.electriccanadian.com/canada_add31.htm

Included in this weeks content is detailed information on PM Carney makes Arctic defence announcement in Yellowknife, Carney holds a
news conference with Norwegian PM and German chancellor, Alberta Black Shale Deposit Could Hold 50 Billion Tonnes of Critical
Minerals, Joint statement on Strategic Cooperation between Canada and the Kingdom of Norway, PMs of Norway, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland & Sweden Speak in Summit, Carney's London Visit, Federal government announces funding for spaceport, Statement by
the leaders of Canada, France, Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom on the escalating conflict between Israel and Hezbollah. Foreign
Affairs Minister Anita Anand delivers a keynote address at a global trade conference on Canada?s trade diversification efforts.

----------

Delivery of my new Dell laptop has been delayed to Mid April... no reason given for the delay.

----------

MyHeritage Founder and CEO Gilad Japhet at RootsTech 2026

RootsTech 2026 brought together thousands of genealogy enthusiasts from around the world. MyHeritage Founder and CEO Gilad
Japhet returned to the stage to share the latest developments across the company.

Watch the full session at:
https://blog.myheritage.com/2026/03/myheritage-founder-and-ceo-gilad-japhet-at-rootstech-2026/ 
 

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers and other media

I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that can affect Scotland and as
all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on search engines it becomes a good resource. I might also add that in a number of
newspapers you will find many comments which can be just as interesting as the news story itself and of course you can also add your
own comments if you wish which I do myself from time to time.

Here is what caught my eye this week...

Profile: Allan Massie
The recently deceased Scots journalist and author

Read more at:
https://thecritic.co.uk/profile-allan-massie/

Isolated Scottish dialect showcased in award-nominated folk album
The album is the only Scottish work to be nominated for the Folk Album of the Year Awards.

Read more at:
https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/isolated-scottish-dialect-showcased-in-award-nominated-folk-album-5638469

Edinburgh International Festival 'back to full strength' with opening concert to honour Benedetti's husband
Newly-announced programme highlights for the EIF include a focus on America to mark 250 years since the Declaration of
Independence.
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Read more at:
https://www.scotsman.com/arts-and-culture/edinburgh-international-festival-back-to-full-strength-with-opening-concert-to-honour-nicola-
benedettis-husband-5618581

Encyclopedia firm synonymous with Scottish Enlightenment sues AI giant for 'cannibalising' content
Legal action highlights ongoing tensions over AI’s use of materials owned by legacy publishers

Read more at:
https://archive.is/6wSeQ#selection-583.0-583.94

40 Years of Influence. 8% rise in Deaths. What Are We Celebrating?
Glasgow opened a drug consumption room in January 2025. More than a year later, deaths have increased, with the biggest rise in
Glasgow itself.

Read more at:
https://annemarieward.substack.com/p/40-years-of-influence-8-rise-in-deaths

Cutting income tax ‘first thing’ Reform UK Scotland would do
Reform UK Scotland Promises New Deal for Nation

Watch this video at:
https://www.youtube.com/live/8dC9QoY4qzw?si=dRrlNqLWkbdPxtad

US aircraft carrier to sail to Crete for repairs after fire on board
The US Navy's most advanced aircraft carrier, the USS Gerald R Ford, is preparing to leave the Red Sea for repairs in Crete after a fire
on board injured sailors and caused significant damage, US officials have said.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0rjr28nxrwo

Conrad Black: The West is winning again
The balance of power is shifting in favour of the western democracies

Read more at:
https://archive.is/HK7oM

Col. Douglas Macgregor: The TRUTH About The War In Iran
141,939 views Mar 14, Colonel Douglas Macgregor joins Darrell to break down the escalating conflict involving Iran, Israel, and the
United States and the potential global economic fallout. Macgregor argues that disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz threaten a significant
portion of the world’s oil supply, with cascading effects for global markets, the petrodollar system, and geopolitical alliances. The
conversation explores the limits of U.S. military power, Iran’s missile strategy, the risks of regime change narratives, and why the energy
shock from this conflict could send oil prices dramatically higher.

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/ZWGN-2WaODU?si=GEDDWMyW2X5Ic_sb

 

Electric Canadian

The Poems of William Telford
Smith, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada (1887) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/poetry/poemsofwilliamte00telf.pdf 

Peterborough
A history of the city.

You can learn more through video and texts at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/history/ontario/Peterborough.htm 

William Black
The Apostle of Methodism in the Maritime Provinces of Canada by John MacLean, Ph.D. (1907) (pdf)

You can learn about him at:
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http://www.electriccanadian.com/Religion/williamblackapos00macluoft.pdf 

Woodland Tales
By Ernest Thompson Seton with 100 drawings by the author (1928) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/children/woodlandtales.pdf 

Reminiscences of the North-West Rebellion
With a Record of the raising of her Majesty's 100th Regiment in Canada and a chapter on Canadian Social & Political Life by Major
Boulton, Commanding Boulton's Scouts (1886) (pdf)

You can read this book at: 
http://www.electriccanadian.com/forces/reminiscencesofn00boul.pdf 

Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - the 15th day of March 2026 Story Time
By The Rev. Nola Crewe

You can watch this at:
https://youtu.be/BmhHVG0Nfu8?si=ooVSZzRKgdXzHuw9 

Tom Mulcair
Canadian lawyer and retired politician who served as the leader of the New Democratic Party

You can learn about him at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/makers/Tom-Mulcair.htm 

The Beaver Magazine
Added No. 3 Outfit 267 December 1936 (pdf)

You can read this issue at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/hudsonbay/TheBeaverDecember1936.pdf

 

Electric Scotland

Son of a Highlander
Is the true story of the author, a third-generation Australian of Scottish Highland descent discovering his ancestral history over eight
generations, from father to son. Added a link to this book at the foot of the page where it can be borrowed for 14 days.

You can get to this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/australia/index.htm 

Literary curiosities and eccentricities: a book of anecdote, laconic sayings, and gems of thought, in prose and
verse
By W. A. (William Alexander) Clouston (1875) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/books/pdf/literarycuriosit00clouuoft.pdf 

From the Orcades to Ind
By D. Clouston, C.I.E., M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S.G.S., F.R.S.E. (1936) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/books/pdf/orcadestpind.pdf 

Great Short Stories of Detection, Mystery and Horror
Edited by Dorothy L. Sayers (1928) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/books/pdf/greatshortstorie0000unse_o6s0.pdf 

We Try The Best Breakfast in Scotland!
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Added this video to the foot of the page.

You can watch this at:
https://electricscotland.com/food/scottishrestaurants.htm 

The Children of the City
What can we do for them by James B. Russell, M.D., LL.D. (1886) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/medical/children-of-the-city.pdf 

The Book of Noodles
Or, Fools and their Follies by W. A. Clouston (1888) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/books/pdf/bookofnoodlessto00clouuoft.pdf 

Clouston, William Alexander
Folklorist, which I've added to our Significant Scots page and also added his two volume book, Popular Tales and Fictions, Their
Migrations and Transformations and also some information on Charles Clouston

You can get to this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/other/Clouston%C2%AD_william_alexander.htm 

Orkney and the Hudson’s Bay Company
An article taken from The Beaver Magazine December 1936 (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/orkney/orkney-hudsonsbay.pdf 

History of the MacIntyre Clan
Added the obituary for Martin MacIntyre.

You can get to this at:
https://electricscotland.com/webclans/m/macintyre/index.htm

 

Story

The Scottish Regiments are a large section of our site and so thought I'd offer you the Introductory page to the section for you to read
here....

Military Character of the Highlanders

Hitherto the account of the military exploits of the Highlanders has been limited to their own clan feuds and to the exertions which, for a
century, they made in behalf of the unfortunate Stuarts. We are now to notice their operations on a more extended field of action, by
giving a condensed sketch of their services in the cause of the country; services which have acquired for them a reputation as deserved
as it has been unsurpassed. From moral as well as from physical causes, the Highlanders were well fitted to attain this pre-eminence.

"In forming his military character, the Highlander was not more favoured by nature than by the social system under which he lived. Nursed
in poverty, he acquired a hardihood which enabled him to sustain severe privations. As the simplicity of his life gave vigour to his body, so
it fortified his mind. Possessing a frame and constitution thus hardened, he was taught to consider courage as the most honourable virtue,
cowardice the most disgraceful failing; to venerate and obey his chief, and to devote himself for his native country and clan; and thus
prepared to be a soldier, he was ready to follow wherever honour and duty called him. With such principles, and regarding any disgrace
he might bring on his clan and district as the most cruel misfortune, the Highland private soldier had a peculiar motive to exertion. The
common soldier of many other countries has scarcely any other stimulus to the performance of his duty than the fear of chastisement, or
the habit of mechanical obedience to command, produced by the discipline in which he has been trained. With a Highland soldier it is
otherwise. When in a national or district corps, he is surrounded by the companions of his youth and the rivals of his early achievements;
he feels the impulse of emulation strengthened by the consciousness that every proof which he displays, either of bravery or cowardice,
will find its way to his native home. He thus learns to appreciate the value of a good name; and it is thus, that in a Highland regiment,
consisting of men from the same country, whose kindred and connexions are mutually known, every individual feels that his conduct is
the subject of observation, and that, independently of his duty as a member of a systematic whole, he has to sustain a separate and
individual reputation, which will be reflected on his family, and district or glen. Hence he requires no artificial excitements. He acts from
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motives within himself; his point is fixed, and his aim must terminate either in victory or death. The German soldier considers himself as a
part of the military machine, and duly marked out in the orders of the day. He moves onward to his destination with a well-trained pace,
and with as phlegmatic indifference to the result as a labourer who works for his daily hire. The courage of the French soldier is supported
in the hour of trial by his high notions of the point of honour; but this display of spirit is not always steady. A Highland soldier faces his
enemy, whether in front, rear, or flank; and if he has confidence in his commander, it may be predicted with certainty that he will be
victorious or die on the ground which he maintains. He goes into the field resolved not to disgrace his name. A striking characteristic of
the Highlander is, that all his actions seem to flow from sentiment. His endurance of privation and fatigue,—his resistance of hostile
opposition,—his solicitude for the good opinion of his superiors,—all originate in this source, whence also proceeds his obedience, which
is always most conspicuous when exhibited under kind treatment. Hence arises the difference observable between the conduct of one
regiment of Highlanders and that of another, and frequently even of the same regiment at different times, and under different
management. A Highland regiment, to be orderly and well disciplined, ought to be commanded by men who are capable of appreciating
their character, directing their passions and prejudices, and acquiring their entire confidence and affection. The officer to whom the
command of Highlanders is intrusted must endeavour to acquire their confidence and good opinion. With this view, he must watch over
the propriety of his own conduct. He must observe the strictest justice and fidelity in his promises to his men, conciliate them by an
attention to their dispositions and prejudices, and, at the same time, by preserving a firm and steady authority, without which he will not be
respected.

"Officers who are accustomed to command Highland soldiers find it easy to guide and control them when their full confidence has been
obtained; but when distrust prevails severity ensues, with a consequent neglect of duty, and by a continuance of this unhappy
misunderstanding, the men become stubborn, disobedient, and in the end mutinous. The spirit of a Highland soldier revolts at any
unnecessary severity; though he may be led to the mouth of a cannon if properly directed, will rather die than be unfaithful to his trust. But
if, instead of leading, his officers attempt to drive him, he may fail in the discharge of the most common duties."

A learned and ingenious author, who, though himself a Lowlander, had ample opportunity, while serving in many campaigns with Highland
regiments, of becoming intimately acquainted with their character, thus writes of them:-

"The limbs of the Highlander are strong and sinewy, the frame hardy, and of great physical power, in proportion to size. He endures cold,
hunger, and fatigue with patience; in other words, he has an elasticity or pride of mind which does not feel, or which refuses to complain
of hardship. The air of the gentleman is ordinarily majestic; the air and gait of the gilly is not graceful. He walks with a bended knee, and
does not walk with grace, but his movement has energy; and between walking and trotting, and by an interchange of pace, he performs
long journeys with facility, particularly on broken and irregular ground, such as he has been accustomed to traverse in his native country.

"The Highlanders of Scotland, born and reared under the circumstances stated, marshalled for action by clans, according to ancient
usage, led into action by chiefs who possess confidence from an opinion of knowledge, and love from the influence of blood, may be
calculated upon as returning victorious, or dying in the grasp of the enemy.

"Scotch Highlanders have a courage devoted to honour; but they have an impetuosity which, if not well understood, and skillfully directed,
is liable to error. The Scotch fight individually as if the cause were their own, not as if it were the cause of a commander only,—and they
fight impassioned. Whether training and discipline may bring them in time to the apathy of German soldiers, further experience will
determine; but the Highlanders are even now impetuous; and, if they fail to accomplish their object, they cannot be withdrawn from it like
those who fight a battle by the job. The object stands in their own view; the eye is fixed upon it; they rush towards it, seize it, and proclaim
victory with exultation.

"The Highlander, upon the whole, is a soldier of the first quality; but, as already said, he requires to see his object fully, and to come into
contact with it in all its extent. He then feels the impression of his duty through a channel which he understands, and he acts consistently
in consequence of the impression, that is, in consequence of the impulse of his own internal sentiment, rather than the external impulse of
the command of another; for it is often verified in experience that, where the enemy is before the Highlander and nearly in contact with
him, the authority of the officer is in a measure null; the duty is notwithstanding done, and well done, by the impulses of natural instinct.

"Their conduct in the year 1745 proves very distinctly that they are neither a ferocious nor a cruel people. No troops ever, perhaps,
traversed a country which might be deemed hostile leaving so few traces of outrage behind them as were left by the Highlanders in the
year 1745. They are better known at the present time than they were then, and they are known to be eminent for honesty and fidelity,
where confidence is given them. They possess exalted notions of honour, warm friendships, and much national pride."

Of the disinclination from peaceful employment, and propensity for war here spoken of, Dr Jackson elsewhere affords us a striking
illustration. While passing through the Isle of Skye ("The Isle of Skye has, within the last forty years, furnished for the public service,
twenty-one lieutenant-generals and major-generals, forty-five lieutenant-colonels; six hundred majors, captains, lieutenants, and
subalterns; ten thousand foot soldiers; one hundred and twenty pipers; four governors of British colonies; one governor-general; one
adjutant-general; one chief-baron of England; and one judge of the Supreme Court of Scotland. The generals may be classed thus :—
eight Macdonalds, six Macleods, two Macallisters, two Macaskills, one Mackinnon, one Elder, and one Macqueen. The Isle of Skye is
forty-five miles long, and about fifteen in mean breadth. Truly the inhabitants are a wonderous people. It may be mentioned that this
island is the birth-place of Cuthullin, the celebrated hero mentioned in Ossian’s Poems. "—Inverness Journal). in the autumn of 1783, he
met a man of great age whose shoulder had, through a recent fall, been dislocated. This condition was speedily rectified by our traveller.
"As there seemed to be something rather uncommon about the old man, I asked if he had lived all his life in the Highlands? No :—he said



he made one of the FORTY-SECOND when they were first raised; then had gone with them to Germany; but when he had heard that his
Prince was landed in the North, he purchased, or had made such interest that he procured his discharge; came home, and enlisted under
his banner. He fought at Culloden, and was wounded. After everything was settled, he returned to his old regiment, and served with it till
he received another wound that rendered him unfit for service. He now, he said, lived the best way he could, on his pension."

Dr Jackson also strongly advocates the desirability of forming national and district regiments, and of keeping them free from any foreign
intermixture. Such a policy seems to be getting more and more into favour among modern military authorities; and we believe that at the
present time it is seldom, and only with reluctance, that any but Scotchmen are admitted into Scotch, and especially into Highland
regiments, at least this is the case with regard to privates. Indeed, it is well known that in our own country there is even now an attempt
among those who manage such matters, to connect particular regiments with certain districts. Not only does such a plan tend to keep up
the morale respectability and esprit de corps of each regiment, but is well calculated to keep up the numbers, by establishing a connection
between the various regiments and the militia of the districts with which they are connected. Originally each Highland regiment was
connected and raised from a well defined district, and military men who are conversant in such matters think that it would be advisable to
restore these regiments to their old footing in this respect. On this subject, we again quote the shrewd remarks of Dr Jackson:—

"If military materials be thrown together promiscuously—that is, arranged by no other rule except that of size or quantity of matter, as it is
admitted that the individual parts possess different propensities and different powers of action, it is plain that the instrument composed of
these different and independent parts has a tendency to act differently; the parts are constrained to act on one object by stimulation or
coercion only.

"Military excellence consists, as often hinted, in every part of the instrument acting with full force—acting from one principle and for one
purpose; and hence it is evident that in a mixed fabric, composed of parts of unequal power and different temper, disunion is a
consequence, if all act to the full extent of their power; or if disunion be not a consequence, the combined act must necessarily be
shackled, and, as such, inferior, the strong being restrained from exertion for the sake of preserving union with the weak.

"The imperfection now stated necessarily attaches to regiments composed of different nations mixed promiscuously. It even attaches, in
some degree, to regiments which are formed indiscriminately from the population of all the districts or counties of an extensive kingdom.
This assumption, anticipated by reasoning, is confirmed by experience in the military history of semi-barbarous tribes, which are often
observed, without the aid of tactic, as taught in modern schools, to stick together in danger and to achieve acts of heroism beyond the
comprehension of those who have no knowledge of man but as part of a mechanical instrument of war. The fact has numerous proofs in
the history of nations; but it has not a more decisive one than that which occurred in the late SEVENTY-FIRST REGIMENT in the
revolutionary war of America. In the summer of the year 1779, a party of the Seventy-first Regiment, consisting of fifty-six men and five
officers, was detached from a redoubt at Stoneferry, in South Carolina, for the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy, which was supposed
to be advancing in force to attack the post. The instructions given to the officer who commanded went no further than to reconnoitre and
retire upon the redoubt. The troops were new troops,—ardent as Highlanders usually are. They fell in with a strong column of the enemy
(upwards of two thousand) within a short distance of the post; and, instead of retiring according to instruction, they thought proper to
attack, with an instinctive view, it was supposed, to retard progress, and thereby to give time to those who were in the redoubt to make
better preparations for defence. This they did; but they were themselves nearly destroyed. All the officers and non-commissioned officers
were killed or wounded, and seven of the privates only remained on their legs at the end of the combat. The commanding officer fell, and,
in falling, desired the few who still resisted to make the best of their way to the redoubt. They did not obey. The national sympathies were
warm. National honours did not permit them to leave their officers in the field; and they actually persisted in covering their fallen comrades
until a reinforcement arrived from headquarters.

We have lots of information on our Scottish regiments and you can find the section at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/scotreg/

END.

Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you.

Alastair
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