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Electric Scotland News
My Heritage

Tribute Reel
Turn a loved one’s photos into a heartfelt video that celebrates their life.

For further information visit:
https://www.myheritage.com/tribute-reel?

Halo! Hello!

| am reaching out on behalf of Beinn Mhabu, a campus partnership between The Gaelic College and Cape Breton
University, located in Mabou, Cape Breton, within the only recognized Gaidhealtachd outside of Scotland.

At Beinn Mhabu, our mission is to support and revitalize Gaelic language and culture in North America through
community-based post-secondary education rooted in place, language, and tradition.

We are currently building our September cohort and offering two foundation-year pathways:

* Living Cultures — an interdisciplinary Arts-based program focused on Gaelic language, history, folklore, literature,
music, dance, and community, with pathways into further university studies including completion of Bachelor of Arts in
Community Studies in 3 years.

» Bachelor of Hospitality & Tourism Management (BHTM) Foundations — a first-year program focused on tourism,
sustainability, and community-centered cultural development within Nova Scotia’s growing tourism sector.

As part of our outreach efforts, we are hoping to connect with Celtic and Scottish cultural organizations across North
America that may be interested in sharing these opportunities within their communities and networks.

We believe many young people with interests in Gaelic language, music, dance, piping, heritage, and cultural traditions
are looking for meaningful ways to deepen those connections through education and community experience.

Virtual Open House: We will also be hosting a virtual open house on May 21 at 6:00 PM (Atlantic Time) for prospective
students, families, and community members interested in learning more about Beinn Mhabu, our programs, scholarships,
student life, and future pathways.

Register here: https://forms.gle/zL. 90eDBF6DtBVtWSE or join us on the day and time here via Zoom.
You can find out more via our website and brochure, linked here

We would be very grateful if you would consider sharing this opportunity within your network. We would also be happy to
provide additional materials, connect virtually, or answer any questions.

Tapadh leibh gu mor! Thank you very much
Kenneth MacKenzie, P.Eng., M.Ed.
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My Canadian Experience

Continued to add to the May entry at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/canada_add33.htm

This weeks additions start at: Canada Is LOVING Mélanie Joly’s VIRAL Trump Response - May 7

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers and other media

| am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that can affect
Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on search engines it becomes a good resource. |
might also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many comments which can be just as interesting as the news
story itself and of course you can also add your own comments if you wish which | do myself from time to time.

Here is what caught my eye this week...

A Seismic Shock - Dissecting the local election results
The results of the elections this week were extraordinary. A change in the political landscape of a kind that we have not
seen for a hundred years.

Watch this report at:
https://youtu.be/GRYadFPKLbc?si=IsZmWDxvSLPES6er

So who is the main opposition in the Scottish Parliament - Reform or Labour? How will it work?
We take a look at what the opposition will look like in this newly-elected parliament.

Read more at:
https://www.scotsman.com/news/politics/so-who-is-the-main-opposition-in-the-scottish-parliament-reform-or-labour-

8515153

Labour Civil WAR Gets NUCLEAR - May 11

Sir Keir Starmer vowed to prove his “doubters” wrong as he fought back against calls for him to quit. The Prime Minister
said his party would “be better and do better” as he took responsibility for Labour’s electoral mauling across England,
Scotland and Wales last week. Describing the election results as “tough”, he told an audience in central London: “I get it,
| feel it, and | take responsibility. “But it’s not just about taking responsibility for the results. It's about taking responsibility
to explain how, as a political and electoral force, we will be better and do better in the months and years ahead.”

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/1HImKTu-WhE ?si=js6MJZ2ZnUMvhmm4

In Russia, the Public Mood Is Souring
The Russian regime is now visibly motivated by fear.

Read more at:
https://archive.is/OlzNr

Why Canada is seeing its biggest military recruitment surge in 30 years

For decades, Canada was seen as a global laggard in defence funding, and just two years ago, recruitment was so dire
that a former defence minister warned the armed forces were in a "death spiral". Now, the Canadian army is growing at a
pace not seen in decades, reaching its highest number of recruits in 30 years and potentially reversing the chronic
personnel shortage that has plagued the country's military.
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Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crrpd1pvgkzo

Conrad Black: Last chance for Carney's foreign policy
He must produce a policy that maintains constructive relations with the U.S. while increasing Canadian influence in the
world

Read more at:

https://archive.is/DgEHQ

Germany’s Landslide Vote ALARMS EU Establishment
"AfD secures first mayoral victory in German state of Brandenburg”

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/X1FTyx2ASr4?si=PAj-pOuAyajJZIJf

Warning of record global temperatures as chance of very strong El Nifio grows
New forecasts show increasing confidence that the developing El Nifo in the tropical Pacific Ocean could be one of the
strongest on record with warnings of record global temperatures and huge humanitarian impacts.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/weather/articles/cvgzn11v4210

How the Kirk Moderator reminded politicians what their job is actually about
Democracy is ‘a moral enterprise, a shared commitment to seek the common good’

Read more at:

https://archive.is/4AQP6F

No one is watching the Trump-Xi summit closer than Taiwan

The contrast was striking. Taiwan is ‘the most important issue’, Xi Jinping warned his American counterpart. ‘If
mishandled, the two nations could collide or even come into conflict, pushing the entire China-US relationship into a
highly perilous situation,” according to Chinese state media.

Read more at:
https://spectator.com/article/no-one-is-watching-the-trump-xi-summit-closer-than-taiwan/

Electric Canadian

Canoe Trips in Ontario
Department of the Interior (1930) (pdf)

Read this at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/ CANOE-TRIPS-IN-ONTARIO.pdf

Canoe Trips in Quebec
Department of the Interior (1930) (pdf)

Read this at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/ CANOE-TRIPS-IN-QUEBEC.pdf

Farm-Cottage, Camp and Canoe in Maritime Canada
Or The call of Nova Scotia to the Emigrant and Sportsman by Arthur P. Silver (1908) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/history/novascotia/farmcottage.pdf
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Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada
A Journey of 3,200 Miles by Canoe and Snowshoe through the Barren Lands by J. W. Tyrrell, C.E., D.L.S. (1897) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/acrosssubarctic.pdf

Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - the 10th day of May 2026 - Mothers
By The Rev. Nola Crewe

Happy Mother’s Day . . .
.. . to all the mothers, and the children who made them mothers.
Do you live up to your ideals of what mothers should be and do? Or, do you just rumble along doing the best you can?

My THOUGHTS definitely put me in the second category.

https://youtu.be/F5Ce4Wye3s0

The Beaver Magazine
Added No. 3 Outfit 269 December 1938 (pdf)

You can read this issue at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/hudsonbay/thebeaverdecember1938.pdf

Electric Scotland

550 Scots vs 3,000 Cavairy

The IMPOSSIBLE Defense That SAVED an Empire (Balaclava 1854). Discover the Forgotten Doctrine and Impossible
Odds behind the greatest small-unit victory of the Crimean War. This historical documentary rigorously details the 1854
Battle of Balaclava, focusing not on the Charge of the Light Brigade, but on the tactical genius of Sir Colin Campbell and
the 93rd Highlanders.

A video from YouTube which you can view at:
https://youtu.be/QgbE8SFKUXU?si=mS6c4gloErwXNaOs

Secrets of Dunnottar Castle
Scotland’s Most INCREDIBLE Fortress. Added a video about this castle to the foot of the page

You can watch this video at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/castles/dunnotter.htm

My Reminiscences
By Lord Ronald Gower, F.S.A. in two volumes (1883)

You can read these volumes at:
https://electricscotland.com/webclans/dtog/gower2.html

An historical account of the Macdonnells of Antrim:
Including notices of some other Septs, Irish and Scottish (1873) (pdf). Got a better copy of this book so have now
replaced the one | had up with this one.

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/webclans/m/macdonnell1.pdf
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Life of John Erskine, Baron of Dun
Containing remarks upon the religious and political affairs of Scotland during the sixteenth century by James Bowick
(1828) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/Life-of-John-Erskine.pdf

Memorial of the Clan of the Bells
More particularly of the Bells of Kirkconnel & Bells of Blackethouse, Chiefs of the name (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/webclans/atoc/Memorial-of-the-Clan-of-the-Bells.pdf

Clan Buchanan
Added a new history of this clan to the top of our history page for them.

You can get to this at:
https://electricscotland.com/webclans/atoc/buchana2.html

UNESCO Called upon to protect Kilt from the VATMan - An article by Bill Magee

Edinburgh kiltmaker 21st Century Kilts, situated on the Royal Mile and endorsed by non other than national icon
comedian Sir Billy Connolly, is seeking UNESCO protection claiming Scots customers should not have to pay VAT on
their own national dress.

You can read this article at:
https://electricscotland.com/magee/aricle0050.htm

Memorie of the Lineage, Paternal & Maternal of Mary Elizabeth Jane Douglas, Napier
By her son, Mark Napier (1875) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/mother-paternal.pdf

Memorials of the Family of Row
By the Family of Row (1828) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/Memorials-of-the-family-of-Row. pdf

Story

Glengarry Fencibles
An Account taken from the Transactions of the Gaelic Society

Many, if not all, of the British regiments have most interesting histories, especially in their beginnings. We have Pontius
Pilate's Bodyguard and Kirk's Lambs, but the Glengarry Fencibles have the unique distinction of being raised by a priest,
who never had occasion to regret the somewhat unusual step taken by him.

It is just a little more than one hundred years since the Glengarry Fencible Infantry Regiment was disbanded, and | trust it
may be of interest to members of the Gaelic Society of Inverness if | detain them to-night for a short time in giving a brief
sketch of that regiment.

It will be well, in order to understand the causes which led to the embodiment of the Glengarry Fencibles, to remind you
of some of the changes wrought in the Highlands by the result of the Battle of Culloden. After that fight, the Highland
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chiefs lost their hold on their clansmen. They could no longer bring into the field bodies of armed men to support a
favourite cause, or to quench personal enmities in the blood of their retainers.

Having lost this power, and its consequent influence and importance, they soon realised that their hills could be more
profitable as sheep walks than let as they were, at very small rents, to the people. They accordingly took advantage of
the new powers conferred on them by Government, which, whilst breaking their power as feudal superiors, recognised
them as proprietors of the land, as we now understand the term.

The result was that those unable to pay increased rent— when they received that option—had to leave the country.
Others were simply warned to quit. Thus began the emigrations to America. These emigrations increased in volume each
succeeding year, until the landlords, fearing that the country would be entirely depopulated, induced the Government of
the day to pass an Act forbidding the people to leave the country. They were turned out of their homes and holdings, and
at the same time forbidden to emigrate—consequently, for most, there was left starvation or the army. Notwithstanding
this Emigration Act, however, many continued to emigrate.

In the year 1792 an emigrant ship sailed from the island of Barra for America. She encountered a severe gale on her way
towards the Irish Channel, and had to put in at Greenock. The ship was found to be disabled, and utterly unfit to continue
her voyage. Her Gaelic-speaking passengers, therefore, were forced to land in what was to them a foreign country. .

At this time there was a young priest, a Father MacDonell, stationed in Badenoch. He deserves a few words in the
passing. He was born probably about the year 1760 or 1762, at Inshlaggan, in Glengarry. Some writers have maintained
that he was born in Glen-Urquhart, others that he had some connection with Strathglass, but the Glengarry tradition is the
one that has most authority to commend it. His father died whilst he was still a boy, leaving as his last wish that the
.mother should endeavour to get their only son educated for the priesthood. This wish the mother, who was a Protestant,
exactly fulfilled.

The young student was first sent to Paris, and subsequently to Valladolid, where he finished his studies. On his return to
his native country he was, as above stated, appointed by Bishop A. Macdonald to minister to the Catholics of Badenoch.

Some few years ago | was in correspondence on the matter in hand with Mr John A. MacDonell, of Greenfield, Toronto,
Canada. | cannot perhaps do better than give you an extract from one of his letters. He writes:—"l do not think that
Bishop MacDonell (the priest became bishop in Canada later) belonged to any of the cadet families of the clan. He was a
man of the people, who, however, did more to make their name honoured and respected, both in the old and this new
country, than any other who ever bore it—bar, perhaps, Sir James. Some doubt exists as to the place of his birth, but
members of his own family place it at Inchlaggan. His mother, as probably you are aware, was a Cameron, and a
Protestant, who, | always understood, made great sacrifices to have her son properly educated. | understand that she
was of very respectable parentage, related, perhaps more or less remotely, to Sir Allan Cameron of Erracht, who was so
well-known a Highlander and soldier, one of the fine old Peninsular lot. He and the Bishop, besides being ‘cousins,” had
been friends in their younger days—young men in the army together— both ‘big’ men, in heart, physique, stature, and
character, ability and broadmindedness. After the Bishop came to Canada they had lost sight of each other to a great
extent. On one of the Bishop’s visits home, he was in Edinburgh, and walking down the street he met Sir Allan walking up
on the other side, who shouted at him in Gaelic, *Hello, Alastair Mhor, is that you? | thought the Devil had you long ago.’
'Ah, no, Allan,” said the Bishop; ‘Hell is too full of my mother’s relatives—there is no room for me down there.’

“l do not think that Bishop MacDonell has had his proper place in Canadian history. | have been a careful student of it
myself, and | believe that, apart from his services to the Church, he did more for Canada and more for British connection
than any other man up to the time he died. He was a great statesman, and laboured unceasingly to make and to keep
this a British country. His loyalty was known to, and recognised by, the leading men in Britain, who were greatly guided
by him in Canadian affairs. There never was any doubt as to where he stood—and he preached loyalty, and encouraged
it by precept and example, quite as much as he did religion.”

Such, then, was the man who conceived, and to a great extent carried out, the idea of embodying the Regiment of
Glengarry Fencibles.

When he heard of the misfortune of the Barra emigrants, mentioned above, he repaired to Glasgow, to be of service to
them. These people were all Catholics, and spoke not a word of English—they were helpless and utterly destitute. Father



MacDonell secured introductions to the Professors of Glasgow University, and through them to some of the principal
manufacturers of the city. To the latter, who were greatly in need of workmen, he proposed that they should receive into
their works some of the Highlanders lately dispossessed of their holdings, as well as the shipwrecked Barra people. He
promised to induce the people to enter, did the manufacturers encourage them. This they engaged to do, but there were
two serious obstacles—the one, that the Highlanders could not understand the English language; the other, that a great
proportion were Catholics. This last was a serious objection, because of the excitement occasioned about 12 years
before by the Gordon riots, and the fear of any similar outbreak should there be an influx of Catholics. However, Father
MacDonell was not to be daunted by fear of the mob, and the first objection—that of the language—he settled by
volunteering to act as interpreter between the masters .and the men.

In the course of a few months he procured employment for over 600 Highlanders.

But this did not last, for in 1794 war broke out between Great Britain and France. Manufactured goods could not be
exported. Works were closed, and a general dismissal of labouring hands took place. Among the sufferers were the
Highlanders.

It was at this period that Father MacDonell conceived the idea of getting some Highlanders embodied as a Catholic corps
in the King’s service, with his own chief, Mac Mhic Alastair of Glengarry, as colonel.

This scheme was at first opposed by Bishop Hay, who refused to allow Father MacDonell to leave his mission at
Glasgow, even temporarily, that he might proceed to Fort-Augustus, where he had arranged to meet and confer with
several Highland Catholic gentlemen. The good Bishop, who was Father MacDonell's ecclesiastical superior, rarely
encouraged measures in which he had not a prominent share. But having travelled from Edinburgh to Glasgow “to know
the matter to the bottom,” as he expressed it, he met Father MacDonell and Glengarry, and learned from them the exact
state of affairs, and that the matter was too far advanced to be opposed. The Fort-Augustus meeting was successful, and
Glengarry and Mr Fletcher of Dunans, with Father MacDonell, were introduced as a deputation to the Lord Advocate by
the Bishop. Bishop Hay tells us that he was much edified by young Glengarry. “He is an amiable young gentleman, and |
hope will one day be an honour and support to his country and to religion.”

Glengarry and Mr Fletcher went to London, and their address and petition were presented to the King by the Lord
Advocate and his uncle, Henry Dundas, the Home Secretary. His Majesty, whilst approving the loyalty of these
Highlanders, felt it necessary to decline their offer of a regiment. Unknown to them, opposition was raised to their scheme
by the fascinating Duchess of Gordon, who was then engaged in raising the “Gay Gordons” for her son, the Marquis of
Huntly. The great majority of the dependents of the Dukes of Gordon being Catholics, it was feared that an exclusively
Catholic regiment would so attract them that the recruiting for the Gordons would suffer.

That the Gordon Highlanders did not so suffer, we may gather from an allusion to them made by Napier in his History of
the Peninsular War. He tells us that nine-tenths of the men of the regiment were Irishmen. Their religion was that which
misled him. They were Catholics, therefore Irishmen. Non sequitur.

Glengarry ultimately got his regiment, notwithstanding all opposition, and, despite the existing law, Father MacDonell was
appointed chaplain.

The Regiment was known as the Glengarry Fencible Infantry. The term Fencible is one that has been dropped in the
British Army, to the regret of many. It implied that the particular regiment so named was destined for local or home
defence, and not for general service. The designation was kept up until the year 1889, when the Royal Malta. Fencible
Artillery also dropped the term Fencible.

In a Gazette published June, 1795, we read: —

“Glengarry Fencible Infantry—Alexander MacDonell,. Esq., to be Colonel; Captain Charles MaclLean, from Argyle-
Fencibles, to be L.-Col.; Mat. Macalister, Esq., to be Major.” The Regiment was recruited from all over the Glengarry
property, and there were many to join from the Moidart portion of the Clan. Of the 32 officers, 22 were MacDonells or
MacDonalds. General Stewart of Garth, no mean judge, described the Glengarry Fencibles “as a handsome body of

men.



It was no small recommendation to the Glengarries that they volunteered to serve in any part of Great Britain or Ireland,
or the Channel Islands. This offer was very acceptable to the Government, as it formed a precedent for all fencible
regiments that might afterwards be raised. Several Scottish Fencibles had refused to march into England, and had
mutinied rather than submit to what they considered unjustifiable orders. .

The first service of the Glengarries was in the Isle of Guernsey, which in 1795 was threatened with invasion by the
French. Nearly every war with France had been marked by an attack on these our last Norman possessions, and on the
present occasion there were ominous rumours of another such attempt.

The Regiment, before it was many months old—not more than 2 or 3 months—was thus given the post of honour in
home defence—that of danger—that nearest the enemy. But even that was not quite enough for them—they volunteered
to garrison a small island at the entrance to the harbour of Cherbourg. This island had lately been captured by Sir Sidney
Smith, but before the offer of the Highlanders could be accepted, the French retook the island from the British sailors,
making Sir Sidney Smith and Captain Wright prisoners.

The Glengarries remained in Guernsey until the summer of 1798. They had begun to tire of the monotony of garrison
duty, when a call to arms came, in the shape of orders to embark for Ireland. The Irish Rebellion of ‘98 had broken out.
This outbreak was fomented and nourished by the French Directory, under whose instructions there worked an lIrish
Directory—an organisation utterly irreligious and revolutionary.

The malcontents wished to sever their connection with Great Britain, and to set up a Republic. Their aspirations and
hopes were buoyed up by several invasions of Ireland by French Troops. These invasions were, however, in every case
utterly inadequate for their ostensible purpose, but were fruitful, on the other hand, in causing among a certain section of
the lIrish, hare-brained risings, which always resulted in subsequent killings of rebels. The most serious of these
insurrections broke out in Wexford and the neighbouring counties, and thither the Glengarries were now ordered. They
were shipped from Guernsey and disembarked at Ballenack, in Waterford Haven. Thence they marched to Waterford. At
this town occurred an incident which afforded surprise to some, and was a matter of no small ridicule to others. It
afforded, however, a proof of the simplicity and straightforward honesty of the Highlanders. It was intended that they
should pass that night at Waterford, where they received billet money to pay for their lodgings. Later they had orders to
march the same evening to New Ross, and every man repaired to the quartermaster and returned his billet money. They
marched that night into New Ross, 20 miles away, to reinforce General Johnson, who was surrounded, and in a manner
besieged there by the rebels.

Next morning the General gave the Glengarries their first taste of blood. The rebels, commanded by Roche, were
surprised and dislodged from Lacken Hill, and forced to retreat to Vinegar Hill. The battle of Vinegar Hill was fought
shortly after. The Glengarries were probably not present at this fight: their Colonel had been made Governor of New
Ross when General Johnson left to take part in this none too creditable action.

At this early stage began the work in which the Glengarries, to their honour, were specially engaged throughout the war.

The Chaplain found the jail and court-house of New Ross crowded with wounded rebels, whose lives had been spared,
but whose wounds had been allowed to fester, and who had been left to starve. Surgeon Alexander Macdonell dressed
their wounds, and every possible relief was given to the sufferers.

From New Ross the Regiment was marched to Kilkenny, and thence to Hackett's Town in the county of Wicklow, to
reduce a body of rebels that had taken possession of the Wicklow mountains, under Holt and Dwyer. These were the
remnants of the different bands of the Wexford insurgents— desperate men, many of them deserters from the army and
militia.

The Yeomanry and Regulars, being better armed and disciplined, defeated them when they appeared in the open field,
yet continually fell into ambushes laid for them, as was notoriously the case with that yeomanry regiment named the
Ancient Britons. They were Welsh, and had made themselves particularly obnoxious by their indiscriminate cruelty and
licentiousness. If a set of scoundrels ever really deserved to be exterminated, they most certainly did. Of the Yeomanry in
Ireland at this time, Lord Cornwallis, the Commander-in-Chief and Lord Lieutenant, writes to Major-General Ross. (July
24, 1798):—“The Yeomanry are in the style of the loyalists in America, only much more numerous and powerful, and a
thousand times more ferocious. These men have saved the country, but they now take the lead in rapine and murder.



The Irish Militia .... follows closely on the heels of the Yeomanry in murder and every kind of atrocity.”

The Ancient Britons, the Welsh Regiment of Yeomanry, were easily first in the committing of the atrocities mentioned by
the Commander-in-Chief, so that when entrapped they received no quarter from the insurgents.

To hunt down these insurgents—the ablest and most desperate of the rebels, was now the work of the Chief of
Glengarry. He was Brigadier, according to Bishop MacDonell, and had under his command, besides his own men, 2
companies of the 89th Regiment of Foot, 2 companies of Lord Darlington’s Fencible Cavalry, and several companies of
the Yeomanry. He had his headquarters at the village of Hackett's Town, which had been burnt, partly by the insurgents,
partly by the military. His troops were therefore compelled to live under canvas the greater part of the winter.

Night marches and attacks were the rule, as in more recent times. The rebels used to leave the hills at night-time to
plunder the houses and villages in the valleys below. Glengarry then would get his men under arms at midnight, sending
a division—the cavalry and regulars—to search the lowlands, his Highlanders would gain the summits, meet the rebels
on their retreat, get them between two fires—Brown Bess had but a short range—and make it hot for them generally. The
Glengarries were known to the rebels as the “Devil's Bloodhounds,” both on account of their dress and their agility in
climbing, and their unfailing success in scouting. They did not—all the time they were in Ireland—suffer a reverse, and it
is doubtful if any other body of troops there could make the same boast. The result was that after hunting through the
Wicklow hills for a short time they reduced the number of the rebels skulking there, from a thousand to a few scores.

| remember reading some years ago, in a Life of Michael Dwyer, one of the insurgent chiefs, an attempt, an unsuccessful
one, made by the Glengarries to capture him. An informer —Ireland was never without one—came to the Chief and
promised to lead him to the hiding place of Michael Dwyer.

'Glengarry came into the hills with a body of his men, to the edge of a little mountain loch, and their guide pointed out on
the opposite side a rock rising out of the water, and towards its summit there could be seen the mouth of a cave. In that
cave, he told them, Michael Dwyer generally lay hid. The guide was just in the act of pointing out the cavern, when from
its depths a shot rang out, and he spun round and fell dead—a ragged heap at the feet of the Highlanders.

That shot was the signal for two of the Glengarries to strip off their jackets and kilts, and with their dirks in their teeth they
swam across the loch to the rock. The rock jutted out into the loch, and the Highlanders, when they arrived, began
climbing up, one on each side. When they were nearing the top, their comrades on the opposite side saw a figure move,
and a long arm, armed with a glittering blade, struck viciously, first at one side, then at the other, and both Highlanders
fell back into the loch and were drowned. The fierce yell of rage and the volley of musketry from the Glengarries were
answered by a defiant, mocking laugh from the cave.

In a short time, however, the Fencibles collected sufficient wood to improvise a raft, and a number ferried across.
Glengarry himself, the foremost, tumbled headlong, dirk in hand, into the cave, but their quarry had fled. A passage led
away from the back of the cave, and Michael Dwyer escaped that time, but his day was soon to come. He was surprised
in a house with his few remaining followers by a party of the Glengarries. He defended himself, and killed some of his
pursuers, till, the house being set on fire, he was shot while endeavouring to make his escape, stark naked, through the
flames.

But all this time the Glengarries were doing another work, one which redounded even more to their honour, in my
opinion, than their fighting feats. Their chaplain, Father MacDonell, always accompanied them. At every combat, every
skirmish, he was present. At this time, when they worked in concert with the Yeomanry, he had his hands full in rescuing
and preserving for fair trial prisoners whom the Yeomanry wished and intended to put to death.

Again, by the aid of the Chief, he was enabled to have those chapels which had been used as stables by the Yeomanry
cleaned out and restored to their proper use. The people were invited to resume their accustomed worship; in fact, they
saw with amazement that these semi-nude warriors were their co-religionists, and the Highlanders could often be seen
gathering in from the mountain sides the women and children who had fled from the Yeomanry, and even carrying down
the little ones in their arms and restoring them to their homes.

Thus, then, by the trust they put in the advice and counsel of Father MacDonell, by the strict discipline enforced by
Colonel MacDonell, as well as by the orderly self-restraint of his men, and, lastly, by the Chief's stern repression of the



licentiousness of the Yeomanry, confidence was restored to the minds of the people, and there was always a true and
lasting peace wherever the Glengarry Fencibles served.

Later, the Fencibles were marched to the wilds of Connemara, where they had to perform the same duties as in the
Wicklow mountains, and with equal success. They stayed in that part of the country until peace with France was signed
in 1802, and at once all the Scottish Fencible Regiments were disbanded, and the Glengarries among them.

It may here be pointed out that the work given to those Highlanders to do in Ireland, just a century ago, was very similar
indeed to that in which Highlanders have lately distinguished themselves in South Africa, where they have given the
British Army an object lesson in serviceable scouting.

We hear that there are no men left in the Highlands—that there are no recruits for the Highland regiments. This last may
be quite true, in a sense; but may | be permitted to give what | consider to be some of the reasons therefor? There were
in the Highlands but comparatively few voluntary recruits for the regular army, as we now understand it. This at first
sounds paradoxical, but | think, on examination, it will be found to contain a certain amount of truth. When the Highland
Regiments were first embodied, military life in them was to the Highland recruit something in the nature of an experiment
—a new life—and in addition to the necessity which compelled him to seek a livelihood, there was also born with him a
love of adventure. Furthermore, these regiments were raised by letters of service granted to gentlemen well known to the
recruit, and were almost exclusively officered by Highland gentlemen, and we have but to read the sketches of these
Highland regiments by General Stewart of Garth to realise that their spirit, discipline, and the relations of officers and men
were of quite a different character to that of, say, English or German modern regular troops.

If, then, the country is to get the benefit of the fighting material in the Highlands, care must be taken to approach it in a
manner befitting the genius of the people. If | may be allowed to make the distinction, Highlanders are warriors rather
than soldiers—a warlike rather than a military people, or to put it in another way, they are capable of fighting, and of
fighting well, when there is need for it, but barrack life and routine and discipline, and mere parade ground drill, are
distasteful and irksome to them; but get them loosely embodied and drilled, trained to the use of the rifle, to more exact
scouting, to riding in rough country, and you have the material at hand for efficient scouting and hill fighting corps. Among
the Glengarries it answered, and | need not call to your mind the services of Highland scouts in our day.

In the present demand for fighting men, if the Government want to utilise and turn to account the Highland martial spirit, it
would do well, it would seem to me, to recruit after the manner in which the Lovat Scouts were so speedily and so
successfully raised, and, further, to officer such corps by gentlemen native to the Highlands, or known to the men. This
consideration is no small item in assuring the success of any such undertaking.

END.

Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you.

Alastair
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