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My Canadian Experience
Completed the May 2026 entry which you can see at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/canada_add33.htm

Also working on the June entry at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/canada_add34.htm 

This includes a video on the ceremony to install
Canada’s new Governor General, Her Excellency the Right Honourable Louise
Arbour. Also interesting prayer from the First Nations.

--------

Spent 3 weeks in hospital

I had a fall in my home on the last Saturday of May which resulted in a broken hip and hence no newsletters for the past 4
weeks.

I have documented my experience of this is this months My Canadian Experience entry.

You can follow along at:
http://www.electriccanadian.com/canada_add34.htm 
   

Scottish News from this weeks newspapers and other media

I am partly doing this to build an archive of modern news from and about Scotland and world news stories that can affect
Scotland and as all the newsletters are archived and also indexed on search engines it becomes a good resource. I might
also add that in a number of newspapers you will find many comments which can be just as interesting as the news story
itself and of course you can also add your own comments if you wish which I do myself from time to time.

Here is what caught my eye this week...

SpaceX’s New Starship HLS Cabin Interior to Land Humans on the Moon for the First Time!

You can watch this at:
https://youtu.be/iYJHiSEcmds?si=o41QqqdaUIdQjEyb 

Sir Keir Starmer resigns as prime minister | Speech in full
Sir Keir Starmer has announced a timetable for his resignation as prime minister.

You can watch this at:
https://youtu.be/jJdEW1wlTAY?si=nWkOR6KWB0kYvJ8n 

Ukraine launches largest attack on Moscow since war started
Ukraine has launched the largest drone offensive on Moscow of the full-scale war, in an attack that damaged a key oil
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refinery, caused fires, and sent debris raining down across the region. Air defenses shot down at least 194 drones bound
for the Russian capital overnight into Thursday, according to Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin. That’s far higher than other
days of heavy attacks in recent months, when drones only numbered in the double digits. 

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/IB8xuZEWk_A?si=0fUDKKKwJNBNsMh3

Conrad Black: If bitter enemies can bury the hatchet, there's hope yet for this country
In old age, even former rivals can develop a form of comradeship

Read this at:
https://archive.is/gcOP7#selection-2161.0-2161.64

Fresh Start
Bustling Peebles shows what can be done as high streets across Scotland lie deserted

Read more at:
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/bustling-peebles-shows-what-can-be-done-to-revive-high-streets/

Trooping the Colour 2026 
Sky News brings you full coverage of the military parade and ceremony, from Horse Guards Parade and outside
Buckingham Palace, marking the official birthday of King Charles III.

You can watch this at:
https://www.youtube.com/live/ubIX-TwVqZI?si=vfCQnBLv8-UXtJDf

A Lost NASA Spacecraft Came Back to Life After 36 Years. Strangers Made It Happen
In 1997, NASA shut down a working spacecraft and donated it to a museum — while it was still flying through space.
Seventeen years later, a small group of strangers raised $125,000, borrowed the world's largest radio telescope, and
made contact with it after 36 years of silence. This is the full story of ISEE-3 — the forgotten NASA probe that visited a
comet it was never designed for, went silent for decades, and came back to life because a few people refused to let it
go.If you're new here, this channel covers the strange, forgotten, and unexplained corners of space history. 

Watch this at:
https://youtu.be/kC64gLLTuT4?si=5T3ew_6ByJifKnRJ

What will Aberdeen University's new structure look like?
A new financial plan which will include major structural changes has been approved at the University of Aberdeen. The
university court - its highest governing body - has approved the three-year plan which will see it move ahead with
restructuring its 12 academic schools into four faculties.

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy04knwz1r2o

 

Electric Canadian

An Introduction to Ethics
By J. Clarke Murray, LL.D., F.R.S.C. (1891) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/anintroductiont.pdf


Thoughts on a Sunday Morning - the 21st day of June 2026 - Fathers
By The Rev. Nola Crewe
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You can watch this at:
https://youtu.be/rmxF43HNrdU 

The Beaver Magazine
Added No. 2 Outfit 270 September 1939 (pdf)

You can read this issue at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/hudsonbay/thebeaverseptember1939.pdf


A Critical Edition of the Poems of Duncan Campbell Scott
By Leon Slonim (1978) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/lifestyle/poetry/CriticalEdition.pdf


Harvey’s Refused to Expand Outside Canada
While global conglomerates conquered the industry through rapid expansion and strict standardization, this Canadian
upstart dug in its heels, surviving by deliberately slowing down the assembly line and handing quality control directly to
the customer. The company forged a fierce loyalty that continues to hold ground against the biggest culinary behemoths
on earth.

You can watch this at:
https://youtu.be/3mttd9k4TPY?si=T2xbf7V8zSQUmfm8 

The Beaver Magazine
Added No. 1 Outfit 270 June 1939 (pdf)

You can read this issue at:
https://www.electriccanadian.com/transport/hudsonbay/thebeaverjune1939.pdf

 

Electric Scotland

The Backwoodsman
Or, Life on the Indian Frontier, edited by Sir C.F. Lascelles Wraxall, Bart. (1866) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/backwoodsman.pdf


Scottish American History Forum featuring Andrew Schneider - June 24, 2026
Added a video about the Burns Statue in Chicago to our page about it at:
https://electricscotland.com/familytree/frank/burns_lives71.htm


Bishop Burnet's History of his own time
With the suppressed passages of the first volume, and notes by the Earls of Dartmouth and Hardwicke, and Speaker
Onslow, hitherto unpublished to which are added the cursory remarks of Swift, and other observations in six volumes and
supplement (1823)

Volume 1
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshis01.pdf

Volume 2
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshis02.pdf

Volume 3
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshis03.pdf

Volume 4 
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https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshis04.pdf

Volume 5
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshis05.pdf

Volume 6
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshis06.pdf

Supplement
https://electricscotland.com/history/england/bishopburnetshissupp.pdf


MacKintosh
Added this name to The Scottish Nation.

You can see this at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/nation/mackintosh.htm


The Ballads and Songs of Scotland
In view of their influence on the character of the people by J. Clarke Murray, LL.D. (1874) (pdf)

You can read this at:
https://electricscotland.com/poetry/BalladsandSongs.pdf


John McCullough
As Man, Actor and Spirit by Susie C. Clarke (1905) (pdf)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/history/america/johnmccullough.pdf


Tartan Army World Cup "No, Scotland No Party" Chant Attracts Global Interest
A mass exodus of Scots soccer fans to the World Cup across the Pond has attracted stand-out worldwide coverage
ranging from ESPN to Japanese mainstreaming channels. Wars, ESTA visa foul-ups plus exorbitant match ticket,
accommodation and transport mass price hikes cannot deter supporters from rising to the no Scotland no party call and
have a good time all round. An article by Bill Magee.

You can read this article at:
https://electricscotland.com/magee/article0052.htm 

The Harp of the Scottish Covenant
Poems, Songs, and Ballads relating to the Covenanting struggle collected and edited by John MacFarlance, author of
"Heather and Harebell" with a Preface by Prof. J. Clark Murray, LL.D., author of "The Ballads and Songs of Scotland"
(1895)

You can read this book at:
https://electricscotland.com/poetry/harpofscottishco.htm

 

Story

Dear Supporter,
23 June 2026

It is now 10 years since the British people voted by a small but decisive majority to leave the European Union and take
back control of our laws and our destiny.

But regaining the right to control our own laws is not the same as actually exercising that right. The advantages of Brexit
arise from choosing to do things differently from the way we were forced to do them when we were in the EU. With
Starmer’s so-called “Reset”, now likely to be carried on by Burnham, the prospect is that we will apply EU laws in more
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and more areas under the mechanism of so-called “dynamic alignment”.

This mechanism already applies to EU single market laws in Northern Ireland. Under it, we would take on the existing
body of EU laws and in addition have to apply new laws and amendments, without having a vote on them. So we would
have all the disadvantages of loss of control of being EU members but without the right to participate in EU decision
making. This is a worst-of-all-worlds state of vassalage, and ten years on we need to reflect on how we have got here.

A catalogue of failures and missed opportunities

The Brexit process set off on the wrong foot with the Conservative Party’s disastrous election of Theresa May, a
Remainer, as its leader and prime minister. She allowed the remainer-dominated civil service to hijack her EU
(Withdrawal) Act 2018 into being a vehicle for keeping as much EU law as possible with the blatantly obvious purpose of
making it easier for the UK to rejoin the EU in due course. Billed as repealing the European Communities Act 1972 which
gave effect to EU law within the UK, her 2018 Withdrawal Act in fact preserved almost the whole body of EU laws which
had been imposed on the UK during our membership by tuning it into so-called Retained EU Law.

Not only did this Act carry forward existing EU laws (including principles like the supremacy of EU law over national law)
after Brexit, but it made ECJ judgments interpreting those laws continue to be binding on our courts. The Act provided for
the correction of defects, but provided no mechanism for repealing or amending the substance of Retained EU Law and
in fact made it harder to do so.

The huge volume of EU laws which we had accumulated during membership could not all be repealed overnight in one
fell swoop. So we needed a transitional regime of temporarily carrying them forward while they were reviewed and
repealed or amended to bring them into line with our national interest. But such a regime should have been time limited
and should never have involved giving binding effect to the judgments of a court which became wholly foreign to the UK
after Brexit.

Theresa May’s errors on internal law in her 2018 Act were more than matched by her Withdrawal Agreement. Her poor
political direction was compounded by the utter and tragic incompetence of the civil service team sent to “negotiate” it,
who were apparently devoid of any legal or negotiating skills or experience whatever. The resulting Agreement was an
utter disaster from end to end, turning Northern Ireland into a permanent EU colony and reducing the whole UK to a
vassal-state relationship with the EU through a customs union relationship under which the UK would have to follow all
EU tariffs and have no right to enter into its own trade agreements.

Fortunately this Agreement was so obviously disastrous that it led to the replacement of Theresa May by Boris Johnson
who negotiated changes and then secured his 2019 general election victory on the promise of getting Brexit done. 

In fairness, the changes which Johnson secured to Theresa May’s original agreement were important and substantial. He
removed the so-called Backstop, which would have tied the UK into a customs union with the EU and would have
prevented us conducting our independent trade policy. He secured limited changes to the Northern Ireland customs
regime, allowing some goods to come into NI under the UK tariff regime instead of having to pass through the EU’s
external tariff wall.

Unfortunately, other malignant aspects of the Withdrawal Agreement were not changed, including the continuing direct
effect and supremacy of EU law in relation to Northern Ireland and the rights of EU citizens, and its continuing obligations
to make post Brexit budget payments to the EU which were not required by international law. Johnson made promises to
address these problems, particularly the EU colony status of Northern Ireland, which were never kept.


The Johnson government’s steps to remove EU laws from the UK were limited and patchy. No systematic programme of
review and repeal or amendment was undertaken until too late in the Parliament, when Jacob Rees-Mogg’s Bill to deal
with retained EU regulations was disastrously watered down by Kemi Badenoch when she took over as Business
Secretary and removed the automatic sunsetting clauses.

There were however some limited but important departures from EU laws and court decisions. Notably, a Bill was passed
to permit gene editing of crops - although it was implemented by a painfully slow process under which the regulations
allowing it to go ahead did not come into force before the Tories lost office at the general election. 



The Northern Ireland problem was not dealt with. Instead of ending the EU’s law making powers over Northern Ireland,
the Sunak government rebadged the Northern Ireland Protocol incongruously as the “Windsor Framework” and made
deep and permanent concessions damaging to the sovereignty and integrity of the United Kingdom and the long term
future of Northern Ireland, in return for some very limited easings of the processes for UK supermarkets to distribute
goods to their branches in Northern Ireland - distributions inside our country which should never have been subjected to
EU laws or control in the first place.

These problems were overshadowed by the Tories’ policies on immigration. Brexit gave this country the right to cut down
on the disastrously high level of immigration by stopping or at least restricting the entry of EU nationals under the treaty
right of free movement of persons. But instead of taking advantage of this Brexit freedom, Johnson instead opened up the
country to the “Boris wave” of low-skill low-wage high-dependency-ratio million plus immigration, doubling it from the
previous unacceptably high levels. This was compounded by the Conservatives’ total failure to deal with illegal
immigration, a direct consequence of the majority of its Parliamentary party being slavishly wedded to the European
Convention on Human Rights and unwilling to curtail the impact of out-of-control judicial activism on the ability of the UK
to control our borders.

Has Brexit been a success?

This is a natural question to ask, ten years on from the referendum. Given this history, it is not surprising that very many
people who voted “leave” are disappointed by what has happened and are left with feelings of anger, outrage or betrayal.
Many people quite understandably blame Brexit for Boris’s mass immigration wave, when in fact it was the deliberate
policy choice of him and his government. 

Nonetheless, my answer is that Brexit has overall been a success, even if it has been much less of a success than if a
determined government had actually tried to implement it and take advantage of our Brexit freedoms. The UK’s departure
allowed us to develop an effective anti-Covid vaccine and deploy it much more rapidly than if we had remained an EU
member. There have been some limited positive relaxations of restrictive EU laws such as gene editing, and also in
financial services.

Our independent international trade policy has been a success. Most notably in December 2024 we joined the Trans
Pacific Partnership, a huge and rapidly growing trade bloc with freedom to trade based on mutual recognition of
standards, as opposed to the EU’s stifling attempts to impose its own restrictive regulations on its trade partners. The
importance of the CPTPP to our international trade will grow as the low-growth EU continues to fade.

And ironically, one of the biggest advantages has arisen from the do-nothing torpor of the British State under both the
Tory and Labour administrations. Even though their inertia and torpor has prevented them from actively repealing or
amending damaging EU laws, at least the UK has not taken on board and adopted the torrent of damaging, restricting
and growth destroying Directives and Regulations which the EU has been imposing on its members since we left. A
particular example is artificial intelligence, an industry with huge potential to the future, which we are free to regulate
according to our own wishes and national interest without being hobbled by the EU’s Artificial Intelligence Act (Regulation
(EU) 2024/1689).

Brexit gave us the freedom to do things our way, according to the wishes of our voters and without the dictates of foreign
organisations. Despite the disappointing failure of successive governments to take advantage of Brexit freedoms, they
are still there for a future government and Parliament to take advantage of. British politicians can no longer hide behind
the EU and claim that they cannot solve our problems because of EU laws. It is now in our hands to work for a future
Parliament which has the will and determination to sweep away the legal detritus of our EU membership, and replace it
entirely with laws made in the United Kingdom for the benefit of the United Kingdom and its people.

With best regards,

Martin Howe KC
Chairman, Lawyers for Britain

END.



Weekend is almost here and hope it's a good one for you.

Alastair
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