Fall Colloquium set for Saturday September 28

The Fall Colloquium of the Scottish Studies Program explores the theme of Re-Inventing the Scottish Tradition, and has issued a "Call for Papers" exploring symbols of Scottish nationhood, from William Wallace to the kilt, the role of the Scottish Diaspora in developing Scottish ideas of nationhood, and related topics.

Dr. Graeme Morton of the Department of Economic and Social History will deliver the keynote address at the University of Edinburgh.  His recent book William Wallace: Man and Myth (Sutton Publishing, 2001), explores the making of the mythology of William Wallace.

Recent scholarly attention has focussed on the evolution of national cultural symbols, "founding mythologies" and cultural emblems.  This year's semi-annual colloquium will explore representations of Scottish history and tradition and will feature papers which critically examine:

* The development and adoption of emblems of Scottish nationhood, such as the bagpipes and the kilt; 

* The role of the Diaspora in nurturing symbols of Scottish identity; 
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* The role of language(s), religion, education and individuals (such as Robert the Bruce, William Wallace, Robert Burns and Walter Scott) as well as other institutions and figures central to Scottish cultural self-definition.
The Colloquium will be held on Saturday 28 September at the University of Guelph.  Registration will be available later in the summer and all are invited and encouraged to attend!  

Details are available through the Scottish Studies Office at scottish@uoguelph.ca and at the website: http://www.uoguelph.ca/history/scotstudy/

William Wallace: Man and Myth

by Graeme Morton 

Reviewed by Andrew Fisher 

Graeme Morton the author of William Wallace: Man and Myth will be the keynote speaker at this year's  Fall Colloquium

William Wallace emerged from obscurity with his brutal murder of the English sheriff of Lanark in May 1297.  That September, he and Andrew Murray defeated an English army at Stirling Bridge, an astonishing achievement.  

In response to a demand for surrender at Stirling,  Wallace said: 'Tell your people that we are not here to make peace but to do battle to defend ourselves and liberate our kingdom. Let them come on, and we shall prove this in their very beards'.  

For the rest of his life, that is what Wallace did.  As Guardian of Scotland, he led the resistance to Edward I, invaded and devastated the north of England, and came close to defeating the 'Hammer of the Scots' himself.  

But victory at Falkirk in 1298 went to Edward after a long and bloody battle.  Resigning the Guardianship, Wallace went abroad in a diplomatic role, arguing Scotland's case for freedom in Paris and Rome.  

In his absence, John Comyn led a determined resistance to Edward but submitted in February 1304.  By then, Wallace had returned and resumed the struggle, albeit as a hunted man after sentence of outlawry was pronounced on him by Scottish as well as English supporters of Edward.  He was finally captured and carried to London, where he was barbarously executed for treason.

Our knowledge of Wallace is scant, almost all of it from hostile English sources.  The few facts we have demonstrate that he was a military genius; committed, courageous, inspirational, a giant who rose above his humble origins in a rigid social system.  

For some, however, the true story of Wallace's achievements has not been enough.  Over the centuries, Wallace has changed; from Blind Harry to 'Braveheart'.  With Wallace there are more questions than answers.  We do now have one answer previously overlooked. Wallace's father was not, as Blind Harry, writing more than a century and a half after the patriot's death, tells us, Sir Malcolm Wallace of Elderslie but Alan Wallace, a crown tenant in Ayrshire.  But who was Alan Wallace?  If he was the same man who submitted to Edward I in 1296, what did the son make of his father's collaboration with the enemy?  Wallace had two brothers, Malcolm and John.  Nine months before Wallace's execution, a John Wallace was in the service of Edward I.  Could this be Wallace's brother, working for the man who was hunting William Wallace to the death?

It is the search for answers to such questions which has produced such a remarkable number of glosses on the historical Wallace.  Graeme Morton's absorbing and well-researched book leads us through Wallace's various 'lives'.  

Morton reminds us, in considerable detail, how over the years the facts about Wallace have not got in the way of a good story.  In the last few years alone, the writer of Braveheart claimed to see Wallace 'through the eyes of a poet', and a proposal was made that Wallace be canonised.  

All this, and much more, Morton gives us.  But for this reader at least, the 'real William Wallace' - another phrase frequently heard - will always be the Wallace of history.

Good News from Guelph

by Elizabeth Ewan

Scott Moir, past coordinator of the Scottish Studies Office, successfully defended his Ph.D. thesis two weeks ago and will be graduating in the summer.  He will be taking up a Post-Doctoral Scholarship in Ulster-Scots history, funded by the Ulster-Scots Foundation and the University of Guelph, and working with Dr. Kevin James.

Rob Falconer, one of the present coordinators of the Scottish Studies Office, has been awarded a prestigious SSRHCC Doctoral Scholarship (he is the third of our Scottish Studies Office Coordinators to win this highly competitive award, which says something about the quality of students Scottish Studies attracts).

James Fraser, MA Scottish Studies 1999, has been appointed as a lecturer in Scottish History/Celtic at the University of Edinburgh, the first Canadian to be appointed to a position in Scottish History at Edinburgh.

So as you can see, we are doing pretty well!
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