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THESE PLAQUES SHOW THE SUCCESSION FROM
MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS, WHO WAS BORN IN
LINLITHGOW PALACE, TO OUR PRESENT QUEEN.
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WELCOME TO

~ LINLITHGOW
PALACE

)

Explore this once majestic pleasure palace,
birthplace of James V and Mary Queen of Scots.

Open all year
April - September Adult £5.50
Open 09:30 - 17:30 :

S - R (Last entry 16:45) CQ“nCESSlon M £4-4°_,
October - March Child (5-15) 4 £330
Open 09:30 - 16:30 Member|Explorer¥p Free
(Last entry 15:45)

'
ulcTnnIC.SCOTLAND @



BRchamber for chie

indicate rhat o

ey Jn’yz"‘"
: R
vl U escroned By fd:{in

srhat you s




THE CHURCH OF
STt MiCHAEL
OF LiNLITHGOW

e motto of the Ancient and
Royal Burgh of Linlithgow, ‘Str. Michael
is kind to strangers’, shows the close ties

Secween the burgh and its magnificent

parish church. Although the present

church dates from the middle of the
fifteenth century, there has been a
church on or closggto the site since at
least 1138, when David 1 gifted the
“great church of Linlithgow with all its
apels, lands
and othe
rights” to the

Cathedral of

St. Andrews.

In 1242 the church of St. Michael was consecrated by
David de Bernham, Bishop of St. Andrews. Whether this
was the celebration of the completion of a new church, or

the rededication of an established one is not known

In 1301 the church received its greatest insult, when King
Edward | of England requisitioned it for use as a storehouse
for his army who were encamped around the palace within
a defensive peel or palisade. The church was restored to its
proper use soon after the defeat of the English army at the
Battle of Bannockburn in 1314. By the end of the four-
teenth century funds were being raised for the repairof the
fabric of the church. One of the contributors was King
Robert 11, grandson of King Robert the Bruce.

Stranger

The benefit of the repair work was lost when, in 1424,
great fire ravaged palace and church alike. Out of the ashy
the present church was built

One of the largest parish churches in Scotland it testifies
to the former wealth and status of its Burgh. 1t has always
served as the parish church for the Royal Burgh and when
the court was in residence it was used as a royal chapel
The infant Mary Queen of Scots was baptised by one of its
priests in 1542, In 1559 during the Reformation strugsle
the church did not escape the attention of the ‘rascal
multitude who cleansed the church of its \dolatrous
statues’. Only St. Michaels statue remains to defy all
comers.

In 1645 it became for a brief time the University of

Edinburgh when the students and professors escaped o
Linlithgow from the plague-stricken capual The church
was 10 have a different use five years later when Oliver
Cromwell occupied the Palace, and used the church for
the billeting of soldiers and stabling of horses

The most eye-catching feature of the exterior of the church
{s the aluminium ‘open crown' spire, added 1o the tower by
Geoffrey Clark in 1964 It replaced a masonry crown spire
which was removed in 1821 because it was near collapse

1n the idiom of the 20th Century it is 3 representanion of
the Crown of Thoms.




THE CHURCH OF
St MicHAEL
OF LINLITHGOW

All of the Stewart kings from Robert
Il to James V contributed to the “Kirk Werk”
at St. Michaels. The rebuilding was planned
soon after 1424, probably by Thomas
Frensch, the King’s mason. Despite a
building campaign of over a hundred years
that original plan was adhered to through-
out. The church consists of an aisled nave, a
choir with an apse at the east end, north and
south transepts and a small western tower
Work on building the church began
in the nave. It and the
west tower were

complete by e St
1490, the date
on oné€ of o
the bells.

* Onel Window 0

Etching of South facade shows S Katherine’s Aisle Window

The walls of the church are simply treated, but the
ornamentation of the moulded and carved stonework,
particularly of che niches and the fine south door to the church
set it amongst the finest medieval churches in Scotland. Each bay
of the aisles contains a window with simple geomeryic tracery.
Defining each bay is a buttress, some decorated with a canopied
niche, once holding a splendid statue.
and choir there is a clerestory.

Above the aisles of nave

The choir was built after the nave. The differences between the
two are subtle. In the former the buttresses are deeper and the
carving on the niches simpler. The south front has a splendid
entrance porch with a fine oriel window over it, looking out from
the priest’s room. The south transepr or St Kacherine's Aisle

provides the ‘piece de resistance” of the church with the most
beautiful Late Gothic window in Scotland, reglazed in 1992 to
celebrate the 750ch anniversary of the church.

Intemally the church is spacious
aster vaulted ceiling which e
century replaced the massive mediey
is furnished with free-standing
major renovation of the church in the 1890’

and magnificently lit. It now
arly in the nineteenth
al timber roof, The church
oak pews installed after the last

as supported by successive Stew:
was direct access berween the
now blocked, on the
have always domi

art monarchs. There
palace and church by a doorway,
north side of the church. The oW
nated the townscape
continue to symbolise

of Linlithgow and
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LINLITHGOW. PALR GES

i
1 he east front contained the
palace

principal entrance to the
of James I. It was reached by a

lane acquired for the King in
1428 which followed the line of

the present path around the east

of St Michael's Church.
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