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THE Memoirs, of which the prefent
Volume is a part, had heen in ths
Editor’s poffeflion for feveral years, una
perufed, and, indeed, unuoticed:; and,
but for dn accidental cizcumftance,

A2 might
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might have remained fo much longer..
They appear to have been originally
written for the Auth:or"s amufement,
and as a kind of regifter of paft and fin-
gular events: for .aitl;t’)ugh the object is
evi%efaitly tﬁconpfy uficful éqfom__miom
and moral inftru&ion, through the me-
dium of amdote, charaller, and flory ;
the various and fx?e;ea‘t‘ed ;mendatlons.
in ftyle and language, fufficiently prove
that the ‘corre@ions- were all made -on
the firft manufeript. . This circumftance
alone, .which. renders the perufal rather
3 tafk thap an amufement, deterred the
Editor from engaging in.a laboured re«

fearch.
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fearch after what b congeived was of
little- confequence _tp the commanity .
but more efpecially what wouldhave -
inevitebly withdeawn him-fram prafet-
fional . duties, which- admitied of little
pecefs. -

Dunne e fhiest vaeation in the coun-
5y, {ome yegrd ggo, the violent and re-
iterated difcnffions of the sLave TRADE,.
and its-confeguences; indaked the Editor
to-dip into the qbfervations of one, the
principal part of whofe life, he well
knesw, had bieen: fpint in our Weft In
dia Mlands.. Finding; -oira:dhort per-

A3 ufal,
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ufal, a fand of inteHigence- and enters
tainment he little expe@ed, he was in+
fenfibly and agreeably -led on to the
end : and he helitutes not to fay, that
_ in this literary hunt after interefting
fats and uncommon vici(ﬁt:xde,' he
was amply recompenfed for his labours.
-Had the zeal which aGuated the advo-
cates for abolition continued, the pic-
ture delineated in the Hiftory of Ma-
pAME BELLANGER Would not have been
fo long withheld from  public view ;
‘but as the fubjeQ feemed to flumber in-
-to negle&, and at:length die away, the
Editor conceived it an idle attempt to

difturb
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diftarb what had dropt into repoefé; or-
" to ebtrade on a fatiated-publi¢ a theme-
~which, from its-véry-tendeficy; would; 1n-
aall ‘prbbébilit}-’,’ have been- difregarded..
- T'repropofed revival of the Abolition of :
‘the StavE TwrapE, which MR PiTT has.
pledged himfelf to bring before the Brrs
T1s ParriamenT . during the prefent
Seffion, has indueed the Editor fiolonger
to wiihhold.@vhat,‘- perhaps; has already
remained but toolong in obfciirity.” On’
a queftion fo intimately connetted with
the intereft, the happinefs, and; he may
add, the fatisfaction of mankind ; and

in




[ =i T,
i the difcuffion of which, it is but na-
tural to conclude, from the abilities of
the mover, much ingeanity will be dif~
* played,.and important matter brought
forward ; the Editor conceives, that no-
tiiing relative to-a fubje@® of fuch con-
fequence onght to.-be comcealed, He
has therefore, ‘at the expence of fosmse
inconvenipnce, prepared the following
fpecimen of the work before. alluded
0. in which is contained,. a confider- |
able part of the Auther’s- obfervations
on Negro Bondage in the Welt: India
Colopics ; and which, after all:that has
nlceady héen advanced an the- fuhjest,

. may -



[ oxdi 0}
anay:perhaps be fourid ziot unworthy of
ferians confideration... :

- Couiknf the :Bditot - flatter - Riivfetf
withy . the Ford ‘bope -that this “fhort,
though intereRing, :drtught; efecufed
by one:whs 'viewed 4Bjé@s" minutely
on. the. fpdtj - nsight uitithately ten@ to.

_ elucidate what- QV‘ef‘-hi':ated\ hamanity
on ohe-fide, and ‘Wé;-Tﬁt&eﬁédf"pi'ejd'-
dice'on the other, have ‘hhhcrté‘conb
tributed to obfcure ;—could he but
bring his mind to think, thata plaixi )
indifguifed fitement of bppofite fadts
and opimons 'mig'ht-‘ operate fo as to
leads
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lead contending parties to weigh the

" nature and importance of each ather’s

arguments without heat or animoﬁt);;
-+=0i could hei entertain the belief, that
ePumeraied RAJKS atmmd to IXNO-
VATION, aRd PRACTIGARLE LMPROVES
) mm«mi%;ww:ndmm{n@
TRy Wight dueling thearifts to pawfe
hefore they decide, and prepriatois. to-
églibergtn before they condespa—rthere
would be ligtle qccéﬁqn~ for his spolas
gifing to the Public for. having thus
prefented -them with fo fcanty a por~
tion of the entertainment from which
it. is taken, or affigning his motives for
| lﬁving

~
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having obtruded on the literary world
fo imperfet a tranfcript.———Should,
however, this fpecimen meet with en-
~couragement, it is not unlikely that the

. remainder may fhortly follow.

March, 1§00.
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CHARLES MACPHERSON, Esq.

Y father, though defcended from one of

‘L L the moft reputable families in Argyle-
fhire; was, like moft of the younger branches
in Scotland, early forced to leave home, in
fearch of better profpets abroad. ~ My grand-
father had thirtecen fons, all grown up to
man’s eftate; and being all remarkable for
their ftafure and comely appéarance, my grand—
tother ufed often to fay, that when fhe went
to church on Sunday, with’ her thirteen fons
around her, ‘the confidered herfelf a greater
woman than the Queen of England encircled
with her whole court. 'With all the local con-
A ; (f-z.:quenqe
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fequence annefed-to anceftry and property in
the Highlands, my grandfather was a man of
too much prudence to keep his fons in idle in-
allivity at home, when confcious of his in-
ability to make a fuitable provifion for them;
and, as trade and vifiting diftant climes were
in thofe days lefs frequent than at prefent, the
moft eligible line that prefented itfelf for pro-
curing honourable bread for his children, was
the army. He therefore, conformable to an-
cient cuftom, referved his eftate entire for his
eldeft fon, and giving the reft a genteel edu-
cation, referved L.1oo patrimony for each;
which, at the period alluded to, was confider-
d arply fufficient to fix them in the profel-
ftion of a foldier. '

" AT the age of feventeen, my father, full of
;{ou'thful ardour, poflefled of an uncommon
elegance of form, and a moft engaging afpe,
left the hofpitality of his paternal home, and
repaired to London for the-purpafe of enter-.
ing into the Guards, or, as they were calied in.

thofe
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thofe days, the King's Life Guards. Here he
foon became acquainted with Colonel F——s
daughter, at that time a girl of about fixteen
in a boarding fchool; aad, hurried on bys
mutual affetion, they, without lofs of time,
or confidering future confequences, took one .
another for better and for worfe, leaviag Pro-
vidence to do the reft.

. LoNpon was a moft unfavournble 'place"
for a young incxperiomced cvuple, Wwithout
fortuhe, pruderice, or ecomomy; and my fas
sher foon found, when it wis to late, thue
a wife in his firdatlon was a very ferious ap<
pefidage. . He therefove determisiedy on tiey
becoming pregnant, to carry her d6wn 6 AR
gylethire, not only to preclude expenced, bub
to introduce her to his relations; 4nd havé her
tarcfully attended to during her lying-in. Onf
this wifit he became known to the Duchefd
Dowager of Atgyle; and, notwithftanding the -
exiftence of a law-fait at this time betweerk
her Grace and my grandfather, fo great a fa~
Az wourite.
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vourite was my father, that, on his departure
for Lrondon; fhe gave him a letter to her fon
Archibald, then Lord lay, couched in fuch
warm terms, as to procure him his Lordfhip’s
immediate patronage. .From this time he pof-
fefled not only Lord Ilay’s favour, but his af:
feQtion. His Lordfhip’s houfe was at all times
his home; and wherever 'he went (except on
vifits of particular ceremony) he ufed to take
"his mother’s favourite. along with him. This
was a real advantage to.a young man juft com-
mencing_ his. career -in life 3 for, exclufive of
every. other benefit derived from his Lordfhip's
friendthip, my.father had always an epportu-
\ nity of. feeing and converfing with ‘the firft
company in Britain. It had, however, no
other effet than to make him more polite ; for
his: Lo;‘d{hip ufed often to remark, that his
young friend was not enly the handfomeft, bus
the moft modeft Highlander he ever knew:
In a fhort time Lord llay procured for my fa-
ther an appointment in the Cuftoms in Scot-
&nd, which induced kim to quit the Guards:
: and
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and niot long after, an’office of much ‘greatei
emolument: was; through kis- patrorl’s interefty
eonferred on him by Sir Robert Walpole ; to
whom,. e hie appointment,. he was lkewile,
introduced. Had my father becn qualified: for
ealculation; amd accounts; hé might hare, ere
Tong, to ufs his-own wotds, rolled in his cha-
siot ; but having rectived-a claflical, rather thant
an ufeful education, He fomnd: himfelf fo in~
eompstent to-the tafk; thetjin a very fhort while,
after his'appoistment, -he intraated permifion:
to ¥efign, and-once more, threogh. his patros’s
intereft, became a foldier..

I HAVE tbug bneﬂy enumetated the prel:-
minary parts of my father'’s hiftory, as they
tend not.only to exphin fome peculiarities; in:
bis gpinion, relative to education, but to ila
buftrate: # tritg -obfervation, that while fome,,
with overy. exertion and talent to infutq {upa
qefe,. are. unifoymly junfor_tunate; othersy; with-
eut  trouble,:-and ‘with: ordinary abilitiesy will
ke’ fmcfafnl..xp whitcver -they engage, -My

¥ A3 ' * father’s.
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father’s good fortune, however, was not pera
manent. Having ferved fome campaigns in
Germany, he was feized with an impofthume
on the liver, which obliged him to return home
for.the .benefit of his health-; and obtaining
leave to fell out, he imprudently, though in-
nocently, difpofed of his company, withouf
having previoufly confulted his patron;-at this
time Duke of Azgyle. - This feeming negle&t
operated fo powerfully on his Grace, -that he
immediately withdrew a friendfhip, which was
never afterwards regained: a’ pretty evident
proof of his regard, fince we generally findy
that the refentment of flighted friendfhip is in

proportion to the ftrength of the affetion. |
Having therefore nothing to truft to but the
money arifing from the fale of his commiffion,
my father, who by this time was turned of
forty, and had married a fecond wife; by whorn
he had three children, retired to the country;:
and taking a fmall farm for his amufement, on-
a rational and gconomical plan, fupported the:
charalter
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charalter :of a gentleman, in a ftyle and man=
ner which, confidering the fmallnefs of his in<
come, was altogether extraordinary.

. For.feveral years, my fither, bleffed in- the:
poffeflion of the beft.of wimes, and children:
who difgraced not his. inftructions, enjoyed:
" the . calm tranquillity of a country life; with =
cemfort:to himfelf, and in a fiyle: that mot OB~
ly attradled the notices but procuted him the
particuldn attentiow of his moft. cpulent-neigh-
bours.. Thefe peaceful fcenes, howevet; con-:
tinued not lang ; a train of unfortunate events,.
proceeding from the moft benevelent. motives,,
foon broke this happy ferenity, fhgok my fa-
ther’s whole fortitude to the centre, and ruine.
ed my mother’s peace of mind for ever! o

Tuenrrare fewcircumftanees in human affairs,
that gall and correde a generous qﬁnd;npgé fenay
fibly thaq difapppi_ntmcnts, in frigndibjp. . Ina,
gratitude from thofe whom we had plaged next,
our_hearts, is a fhock which ﬁupiﬁgs_gngi conq;
o founds;

-
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founds; for, independent of every otht_!r'mtb-
tification, it proeduces-a train of unpleafant re.
fleCtions onr our own want of difcernment, in be--
ing made the dupe of artifice and deeeit ; which
feldom or never fails to ramkle and daftrefs.
My poor father was little qualified for encoun«
tering the chicanery of the world. An un-
bounded philanthropy, and a heart that knew
no luxury equal to a benevolent and friendly:
attion, laid him conftantly open. to- the defign--
ing arts of avankinds and, without guile him-
felf, feldom or never fufpefved the fincerity of
ethers. Unfortunately, forne of his- intimate:
acquaintanece were men of defperate fortunes,.
who held their heads high at the time they:
. were: finking: My fatMer thoughit not of rifk;:
nor concerned himfelf about the teal Rute of
_their eircumftances, when one afked him to be-
furety for a large debt, and the other fot the:
loan of a ‘confiderable fimm. ¢ WHpk the greae=
off pleafure,” was my Father’s unfwer §. and, int
- @i €vit hour, by thife two aéls’ did he fubjelt
himfelf to dhe.payment: of a debe for @ bank-~
ot Tupt;,

. A RS S ¥ Y0
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rupt, and to the mortification of never reco-
vering, in a fifteen years law-fuit, what he lent
to a hair-brained and unprincipled projetor F

. In fpite of every prudent and economical
plan, and the exertions of a notable womatr,
‘who turned every thing to the beft account,
my. father faw himfelf; and his family; expoféd
‘to.the. hotréwoﬁ want;. Bern and educatedia
gentleman, he found himfelf, at the age of fifs
ty, ftripped by.villains of the pringipal part of
his fubftange; without. the means of procuring
beead for his family, far.lefs to provide: for thofé
who were dearer to him than life: In this difk
trefling emergency, an oppostunity having ofe
fered for my brother’s getting out to Jamaica
in quality of clerk to a counting-houfe, he was.
launched from his paternal home;.never to re-
turn; and a-wealthy relation of my father’s in
Briftol, happening about the. fame time to pay
us a vifit, took fuch a predileétion for me, that
he made an offer to provide for me as feon as
my age, and fome neceffary parts of education,
would
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would permit : a propofal which, every thing
confidered, was too advantageous to be rejee-
ted. )

AT this time I was fcarcely nine years old,
and of all my father’s children was the greateft
favourite. 'This be endesvoured to conceal by
every art he was mafter of ; for he held itss
an unpardonable weaknefs in parents to make
any diftintions in their children, or to thow
sny other preference, than what merit and
worthlefinefs authorifed.  As for my mothes,
fhe was lefs guarded ; and grounding her pre-
ference on my being. the youngeft, the bekt
lovked, and the moft engaging, the would in=
dulge herfelf in all thofe little donations, and
maternal endearments, that marked a ftrong
and partial.affeClion. The fondnefs of parents
maturally Jeads them to magnify every litde
acquirement of their children to fome extra-
ordinary excellence. The bafis of this is felf-
Jove, which, contemplating every thing per-
taining to ouzfelves through the thick medi-

- um
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um of partiality, pafles lightly over blemithes
which tend to disfigure the picture; while
it delights to gaze on whatever is prominent-

Iy firiking, or laminoufly bright. With cer-
tain natusal cndowments, which befpoke ge-
nius, and with aequirements which, perhaps,
were unufual at :{a early a period, ¥ was pro-
sounced a mg# wanderfold boy! At the age of
aight, I could write five different charatters

. in no contemptible ftyle; coeld, ﬁi@hout ha.
ving received any inftrufien, and with no-
thing but pen and ink, imitate ingenioufly any
thing I found delineated .'n- paper or canvafs;
was an apt fcholar in every branch of educa-
tion L had tried 3 and difcovered fo early a pro-
penfity to poetry, that, by the age of cleven, I
had not only written feveral occafional jeu d'c/~
iprits, bt attempted z dramatic performanee in
verfe, in imitation of Gay's Dione. Thefe were
accampanied with :difpofitions, which, if not
perfef or uncommon, were at leaft engaging
in the eye of a parent.. Fo a modefty and fenw
fibility, eventa excels, I péfiefled no inconfide-

rable
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sable fund of humour and vivacity ; and what,
perhaps, marks the charafler more ftrongly,
with the utmoft gentlencfs and tendernefs of
heart, I poflefled pafliens the moft ardent, and a
mind bold, haughty, and undaunted, when
treated with “difrefpe@. But of all the paf-
fions that eperated, love was the moft power-
ful; and I remember wel, that, at an age
when I could fcarcely know how to expréfs
-my ideas, I ufed to fingle out my favourite
from ameng the throng, and, by the moft art-
ful endearments and perfuafions, draw her
from public view, and pour out my little heart
to her in fecret. In oneof thefe interviews, my
mother, who had often marked the peculiarity
of my condu, contrived to bea witnefs, and
was altogether confounded at the tendernefs
" of my fentiments and the ardour of my decla-
rations. Inthe midft of this rapturous fcene of
infantine paflion, and while I held my fair one’s
band in mine, and declared that it was not for
* her fuperior beauty alone, but.for her gentlenefs
and goodnefs, that I preferred her to all the
: other
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" other gitls in the neighbourhood, did I per-
ceive my mother peeping over the hedge, ga-
zing with aftonithment, and {miling with de-
light. My confufion was fo great, that I not
only blufhed- exceflively, but burft into tears.
I remember likewife that my little partner
(who was much of the fame age), inftead of
experiencing fimilar emotions on obferving my
mother, “came up to me, with furprife in her
countenance, and afked, What was the matter
with me? My mother, who knew human na-
ture well, thook her head, and faid, « My dear
Charles ! you have more fenfibility than comes

" to your fhare, and your fweetheart has too

_ lLittle” This fhort chardCeriftical fketch, as

a general key to the various events in the fol-

lowing natrative of a ehequered life, the writer

need make no apolvgy for.
© Some time after my brother’s departure, my’
father obtained, through the intereft of his
friends in England, a fmall penfion of L4o per'
annum. ‘This was a feafonable relief ; and on’
: B this
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this and his farm did he keep up his ufual can.
fequence, and preferve that gentee) and officers
like appearance which had foxmerly fo confpi-
cuoully diftinguithed him. My brother’s re-
moval indeed was fome {3ving in his anwyal
expences ; and having now only my fiffey
and me to attend to, his chief flydy was ta
give me an edpcation {uited to the profpe&is ¥
had before me.  He had himfelf carly and of,
ten oxperienced the difadvantages of 2 merg
claffical education, apd the want of an ufeful
one; and 2s he had no. patrimoeny, to. beftow,
and in all lik¢lihood my coufin in; Briftel would
plage me in fome mercantile branch of bufy
n¢fs, he determined to make ma a mafter of fi
gures tather thay a mafter of astds which,
joined to the penmanthip I poffefied, he gonn
ceived the beft tools h¢ conld put inte my
hands to procure bread, and enfure future in-
- dependence. Till the age of tawelve, he had
himfelf ¢arefully fuperintomded shin'pares of
carly cducation immediztely conmald with
mgrals; nor bad he negleded to. inftil thofo

' important
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fmiportant precepts drawm flom sQaal obfeds
vadion and the hiftory of mankind, whith, front
his réading and experience of the Wworld, he
was erhinently qualifred to incélente. If ever
a gdod Or 4 gentlemamdike fentiment vicapied
the breatt of the peefont writer, he tnay fifely
fay, that it was principaily owing to theé s
wearied inftruftith and unifdrm exarhple of @
patént; who paid an unremitting attention to
the mdrals and manters of his children. So
extrerhely- tenncious was he of evety principle
of henvuwr, that the Rnalleft deviation from
srosh gave hiss not ouly uneafines but reat
pein} and fo faccefsful was he in his endess
yours to isaplaat this grand regulator of moral
reSitade i che youthful mind, that, ut the
esrly age of ‘five, if he put a queRtion to me,
 enjoinifg me at the fame time to declare the
trwth xpon my honour, no confideration whats
ever could induce me to deviate from it in the
moft minute particular. I remember well a
circumftance, which, although trifling, and
perhaps childifh, may however ferve to mark
B2 the
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the importance of precept, and illuftrate the
force of unremitting inftruétion at an carly
period. ~My brother and I lay together in the
fame bed ; and one night having offended me
jult as I was about to lie down, I declared, in
the heat of paflion, that I would not fleep with
him that night ; rathly confirming my declara-
tion by the moft folemn of all vows—upon my
honour. My brotlier, who was ten years older
than me, endeavoured, by evéry. art he was
niafter of, to induce me-te.go to bed, but to
no purpofe ; and I actnally lay a complete cold
winter night on a cheft in the room, rather
than (to ufe my father’s favourite phrafe) ¢ for-
feit my honour.” On my brother’s relating
the circumftance next morning, my father, I
likewife remember, caught me in his arms, and
carefling me with eyes fwimming in rapture,
_ called me his dear, his bonourable boy, who
fhould never want for any tl\li?g. ‘

- AT the period above alluded to, I was put
to a country fchool, for the purpofe of acquir-

ing
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ing a thorough ksowledge of atithinwtic aid
book-keeping. In a fhort time afvet, my mafter
waited on my fathet with high ¢ncomivms-on
the quickhefls of my progrefs and the goodness
of my talents; and, afeer an sulogium o6n clafk
fical Jearning, carpeftly requéfied him te en-
covrage futh promifing talesits, by givieg foe,
‘what he called, the wore digwified pores of eda-
vation. By this he meant a knowkedge of the
Latin language; of which he was: ab enthe-
Gialti¢ admiter, and indoed mo. Comtermptible
teacher. As ¢his converfution pafled in by
-profcace, antl cohtained fome curious mrgu-
mitnts for and aguinft claffical education, I
.fhell candidly marbate what was advancesl 1on
elthtr fido, which, fretn the iapreffiohs made
on My.mind ot tire thase, have mover finge deon

- % Wart | Mr Balbour {{md mySadhrer), inl-
mitting I yielded to your requeft, what are the
‘mighty advantages ahnexegi toa impwledgc of
the Latin language #—¢¢ I prefume, Captajn

Bj T (faid
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(faid Mr Balfour), that to you who have recei-
ved a regular univerfity education, thefe ad-
wvantages need not be fpecified.”—¢ They cer-
'tainly do (faid my father); for as I have expe-
rienced the difadvantages, I fhould be glad to
hear what can be advanced in its favour.”—
s¢ You are difpofed to be jocular, Captain (faid
the other). A gentleman of your good fenfe-and
-acquirements cannot be ferious in maintaining
-any fuch paradox, or laying down any fuch
pofiulagum.”—s Never more fo in my life, I
_ do affure you (refumed my father). -I mean
not to deny the propriety of claffical education
in certain fituations; I only deny the neceffity
of it to fuch as can never derive benefit from
its attainment.”—¢¢ There ‘is no fuch defcrip-
tion of men exifting (faid' Mr Balfour). Every
mortal muft derive benefit from a claffical edu-
cation! Qui ad philofophorum fcholas, ve-
niuntquotide aliquid boni referrent*.”——¢<Fhat

is

# Thofe who repair to the fchool of the philofophers al-
- ways carry home fome advantage, Seaeca, Ep. 35.
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is rather a-fingular pofulatum on your fide,
Mr Balfour‘{faid my father). What advan-
tage, for inftance, can a tailor or a fhoemaker
derive from it ? Do you gonceive that a Latin
pair of boots, or a'Greek pair of breeches,
would fit better than plain Englith ones ’—
¢ Neither would they fit a bit the worfe” (re-
joined Mr Balfour).—¢ I am not fo clear
about that” (faid my father).—¢ But your fon
is neither to be a tailor nor a fhoemaker, I
prefume, Captain.”—¢ Neither is he to be a
.phyfician, a divine, a lawyer, or a do&or of
laws (faid my father).” He has no inheritance
to raife him to confequence in the ftate, no
-landed property to entitle him to a feat in par.
‘liament.. Fortune has not enabled his father
to make him-badk in her fmiles; he muft there-
fore be.a fuitor of Fortune, and buftle and
fight his way through life by his own induftry
and ufefulnefs;  and the fooner that thefe are
‘brought into adtion the better.”~¢ And do
you coriceive (faid Mr .Balfour) that a little
Lazin would impede his progrefs, or retard the
g advance-



20 . MEMOIRE OF

advancement of hi¢ fortune " aust I cettainly
do (faid my father). A Jittle Iatin, of ofl
drugs, is the moft ufelefs and pemnicious that
can poflibly be infufed in a young man’s edu~
cation. If{ cannot afford to make my fon 2
complete fcholar, I ami determined he fhall not
tafte the Pierian fpring at all. He fhadl be 1o
{matterer, but campltte in fome acyuirchvent :
and were this fyit¢m more genetally adopted
in Scotland, I cannot. help thinking i ‘wouid
evince us a much mote judicious peopie.- But
whil¢ Englith boys of certain délcriptions ate,
at an eatly period, iffitruGet in ufcfil attein-
anents, and qualified to profecute bedieficial
profefliond, evcry fow and ridigulous block-
hend ia this country muft, forfatth,. give his
Jon what he calls Jear + Which, dftet Give or fix
years unprofitably fpent at a grammaer fchool,
s gemerally of he more fervide to. hib “futuie
advancoment than ¥ ht had: leatnell Bvyfe s
<t Amd yet; Cuptain {faid Mr Balfour vaomi-
dagly), oae Scotth boys pet pr in life full:ys
swtell-ns ‘the Englithy 4 profume.”aus Qut &f

their
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their' own country, they unqueftionably do
(faid my father); but not in confequence of
their /ear, Mr' Balfour.”—¢ And pray, Sir,
may I prefume to afk what is it then ”—s¢ It
is in confequence of their fuperior temperance
tfaid my father) ; fuperior patience under try=
ing circumftances; fuperior fidelity in their
truft ; and unremitting attention in their dus
ty.”—¢¢ And what can this poffibly proceed
fram (faid Mr Bidlfour exultingly)'but their acé
quaintance with, thafe illuftrious characters of
antiquity, whofe godlike fentiments and cone
dudt furnith fuch noble examples for imitaw
tion ? What can produce impreflions of temg
perance, patience,. and coatent, fuperior to3
CincinNaTUs 2. What convey to.a youthful
mind leflons of true fortitude, - magnanimity,
and inflexible fidelity, more effeGially than
the uniform fteadinefs of thofe immortal men
who, in the very acmé of danger, and amidft
the everwhelming crafh of ryin and human cas
lamity, perfevered in their.dugy to their couns
try ; and {o often, by mere dint of intrepidityy

faved
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faved the republic when tostering on she verge
of deftruQion? Where, 'in mdd&n timned,
fhall we find 2 MiLTiABES+—a LEONIDASe
a PERICLES=a . THEMisSTOCLESwwan Epas
MINONDAS? Where a MuTius Scagvoia
2 BRUTUS=—a VirGiNiUsian CAMILEUY
=2 FaBiuss-qa Scirid Asnzcanvs? No
wonder, Captain, that our yeuag men pbint
inflinftively to the army. The Roty of the
HoraTir and Conriarix alohe is fafficient
to make a warrior.! No wonder they muke fo
refpeltable 2 fipore in their mifitary caveery
when foch eampics, 4 the Greek and Romian
hiftaries furnifh, #ré daily held up to them in
thelr youth, :implanted in their tender minds,
tind, ¥ 2 muntiet, incorporated with their yiaw
tures ! And will may perfon contetid, that this
has ho mflaence on future condu@? or that
fentiments fo elevated, and actions fo difine
tereftedly (plendid, are not more likely to re-
fle€t fuperior luftré, than the groveling pure
fuits of the plebefan foul immerfed in Siberian
datknefs, whofe utmoft ambition centres in

- the
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the poffeflion of a géad dinper, or the beaftly
gratification of 3 fenfual debauch ? Pueri legant
{fays Quistilian) et edifcant non modo quam
jucunda funt fed magis quz honefta *. . Will
it be denied, that the Roman: dlaffics contain
a variety of yfeful and intelleGtual maxims for
the conduét of life ¥ qr will ig be maintpided,
that thefe masims have ne utility in theinegu.
Jatiou of matiners -arid ptadtios?. Will it not
be allowed, -that thes esample:of the Romin
hexosd have 3 natural tendeney te infpire coux
¥oge:s ta animats with paiatifm ;. te elevata
the mind above foydid apd ungemerous puse
{uits 3 te infufe a.fenfs of honaur and dignity
inte the whele man 3 apd, what is of the.lafb
impertance in every walk of humnaq. life, to
expand the. intellediual facnltins, and eommu-
nicate healsh, emergy, and wigoun, ta the mind]
Podirina:fed vim premoyst infitam-

Rectique.qultus peétora robosantt. . . %
L o Yy

- # Let children leatn, not ouly what is pleafant, But much-
mmumqmwumeﬂ- e Y B

£ But learning improves innate abilities s and proper in-
lhudhom ftrengthen the mind.  Hor.
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) Yes, yes! depend upon it, Captain, that the fuc-
cefs of our countrvmen is chiefly, if not wholly,
owing to their early acquaintance with the Ro-
man claffics”—¢] am forry (faid my father, fmi-
ling at Mr Balfour’s enthufiafm) that I cannot,
confiffent with my experience, pay the Romans
{o high a compliment; becaufe the men to
whom-I allude knewno more of the Roman
claffics. than I do of the Gentoo laws. Their
educafion - amourits to vety fimple acquire-
ments, Mr Balfour; many- of them can hardly
fubfcribe. their. own names, and PlI- be fwom
never read any other claffics- than their Bible
and their catéchifm in-their-lives. Their fuc-
cefs, however, was certainly owing to an early
education, but not fuch 2s you recommiend ;
—=~it was very different indeed 1°—¢¢ Pray, Sir
(faid Mr Balfour eagerly), what was it ?”—
¢ It was the fuperior education of early ref-
traint to early indulgence (faid-my father);
of rigid economy. 0 extravagance ; of habitual
2gmperance, to habitual /pleafure ; of examples
of prudex}éc and religion to folly, diﬁ'olutengfs;
: _ . s ind
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and vice.—¢ Do you comprehend me, Mr Bal-
four ” (faid my father).—< I am rather ata
lofs for your poffulatum, Captain” (faid Mr -
Balfour).—¢ I fhall explain myfelf more fully”
(faid my father).

« EARLY IMPRESSIONS, as you very judici-
oufly obferve, Mr Balfour, have a very power-
ful effect on future conduct : habits long efta-
blifhed have flill a greater. It is therefore of
infinite importance, not only to future fuccefs,
but to future happinefs, that our children be
educated fo as to enable them to encounter the
inevitable vicifitudes of life with firmnefs and
fortitude ;. and what is perhaps ftill more ef-
fential to human comfort, ‘to fee/ the inconve-
niences annexed to an unfavourable change of
fituation as little as poffible. He who wifhes
to leave his fon an inheritance of felicity, ought
ftudioufly to lay up for him, as foon as he can,
fuch a flock of refiraints and refufals as may,
in'due time, yield a feafonable and plenteous
increafe. "Indulgence, in the carly part of life,

Cc is
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is the Gure fource of future neceflities ; and an
habityal gratification of what are called she
govd things of this world, the heaviel and moft
gricvows tex that can poflably de laid on future
tranquillity. An Englith and 2 Scotch bey’s ¢-
ducation, in this particular inftance, is fo very -
different, thet I cannot help confidening it as
the chief caufe of thofe diintians which mark
their condut in Gmilar Htustions, particelanly
jo that ef our ficcts and anmies. Thofe i
tinGions originate, 1ot fsom any radica diffe.
sonocia the genius os abilitiepof theswo people;
bt from circumftanices as natural as they are
Bommen~—circnmitances which have everattens
dod, and ever muit accompany, the wedlth and
profpenity of mations. JLauwury, we all know,
js the immeodiate concomitsat of smealth; and
difioluteniefs of lusury. While thefe fpréad
their ipfisance among the epalcnt and gay, the
centagion st be fekt in fomne degree by all.
The-love of pleafyre is.congenial to the human
mind ; and when we lock around, and pexcoive
temping inceatives to indulge, and skample

to



CHARLES MACPHEHSON, ESQ. 27

fo incite; cam it e wondered at, if we with to
participate? and after participation, can it be
weeridered at, if we perfevere in what yields
fupetior fatisfallion ? Now, i England, the
aviele of good Kving, o, to make myfelf more
peefeQly underfioed, the article of good sating,
from the cawfes juft fpecified, has become fo-
effential to an Englifiman’s happinefs, that it
say, without"any paradox; be faid to confti~
tute his grodteft curfe.”—4¢ Ayet (faid Mr Bal-
fowr) that is fomething extraordinary indeed!™
st Without it (continued my father) he is mi-
ferable in every fituation; and to obtain i,
he will often Gucrifice the moft importmt amd
prodential concerns—It s the god of his daily
idetatry—the obje of kis invariable attention
«the fovercign foother of his fafferings—the
perpetual theme of his praife! Wete this afl,
we might pafs it over with a fmile; but, unfor-
tumately, this is the beft fide of the piCture,
and the reverfe prefents us with fomething fo
degrading to human nature, and fo fubverfive
of human happinefs, as to excite a mixture of -
' Ca melancholy,
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melancholy, pity, and contempt—I hope and
think (faid my father emphatically), that I am
altogether above national prejudice—I have af-
fociated longer with the Englith than with any
other defcription of men whatever; and it is
doing no more than common juftice to my fen-
timents to declare, that, take them all in all, I
love and vencrate them the moft. .But ftill
(faid my father, fhaking his heag) this vile and
violent attachment .to_ their bellies, is what I
ever did,” and ever muft condemn; becaufe I
have fo repeatedly witnefled the unhappy con-
fequences infeparable from it. Their raptures
over a feaft may excite ridicule ; but their mi-
ferable murmurs over every thing that comes
not exally up to their palates; their fpend-
thrift folly in procuring whatever they admire;
and their childifh defpondency on a privation
of a few temporary trifles—excite very diffe-.
rent fenfations ; becaufe we well know that they
tpo often are the fource, not only of irregula-
rity of cendué, but of thofe difmal cataftrophes
which terminate by a piftol, the ferpentine ri-

\ ser,
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ver, or Fyburn tree. Amidft this fyftem of gea
neral germandizing—~this vortex of eramming
—this avidity for every thing gvod and nice and
rare in exting ; what are the impreffions whickd -
youny wind muR neecflirily receive in the
catly part of edecation ? Does not a boy pete
ceive, from the heur of hie bitvh, every indivia
dua? around him eagerly prefling forward to
a feaft, or grumbling and repining over humble
fare? Are not his ears perpetually regaled
with cufinary eriticifms, and his appetite in-
ceffmitly whetted with deferiptions of fumptu-
ousrepafts ?  1Is he not initiated from his cradle
“inte the arcanz of cookery? s ke not, long
befote the age of maturity, an éxperienced and
profound connoiffeur if every branch of the art ?

Ox the othet hand, what are the daily ob.

je&ts ¢hat firike d Boy educated in Scotland ?

.(Remember, fid my father, that, in this com-
pavetive view, I aflude to the inferiop clafs of

inhabieanes i either country).  Nurfed in the
Tats of Bconomy, ke fees father, mother, frlends,
‘emd acquaintance, looking forward, not to im-
Cjs mediate
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mediate enjoyments, but to future profpeQs.
He obferves few preparations for the feaft, but
every preparation for the holiday, the kirk, and
the fair. In other words, he fees the belly con-
ftantly pinched, for the purpofe of accumula-
ting fomething for the back; and that a decent
appearance is an obje&t of much more atten-
tion, to both young and old, than all the glut-
tony of a Maximus, or the luxury of a He-
L10GABALUS. Now (continued my father),
what are the inevitable confequences of thefe dif-
ferent impreflions on the removal of a young
man from his paternal home, and in particulaf
from his native country? In the one cafe, in
all likelihood, one boy finds a change in every
thing for the worfe ; in the other, he experi-
ences a change for the better. At all events,
fhould the day of Pentecoft arrive, we may fafely
conclude, that the Englithman’s fufferings will
be the moft acute of the two; and indeed,
in every fituation where fhort commons, or
hard fare, vifit our foldiers or our feamen, the
truth of this conclufion is but too apparent.

Not
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Nor can it ‘be wondered at. He muft be a
philofopher indeed, who, after having tafted
the pleafures of fenfual gratification, can tempe-
rate his appetite to the hard neceflity of .the
times without murmuring. The mind, once
accuftomed to habitual enjoyment, muft of-
ten recur to the circumftance which produ-
ced it, and as often with for a renewal of what
formerly afforded pleafure. This retrofpe&t of
the paf, and pifgah view of the future, mufk
operate powerfully in withdrawing fteady, pa-
tient, and cheerful attention from the prefent ;
and it is to this caufe, and to no other, that I at.
tribute the whole of that difference which, un-
queftionably, marks the condu& of our Englith
and Scotch foldiers, failors, and, I may add, me-
chanics ; and which often renders one defcrip-
tion of men, even with inferior abilities and-ac-
tivity, objects of fuperior truft.” -

«And yet, Captain (faid MrBali'om) syoufeem '
to prefer this mode of eating education to that of
our own,”—¢ I prefer (faid my father) an-educa-

tion
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tion which brings young men, who have nothing
but their induftry to- depend upon, early into
ufeful employment, to that which tends to re<
tard their progrefs, withoat giving one fingle 2d-
varitage inreturn. Bat while I prefer what con-
ttibutes to the advarncement of generafinduftry,
it'dees not follow, Mr Balfour, that I approve
of maladies that impede its full effe@®. Thefe
maladies I have juft fpecified and condemned;
and as they eertainly do not-originate from
learning, it refts with you to prove {faid my
father fmiling), that an' acquaimtance with the
Roman Claffics would effeCteate a cute.”— It
hikewife ‘refty with yow, Captain, to prove that
it would m? (fatd Mr Balfour); and that the
prevailing education i owr ownr émmtry is mot
the fectet, thiough filent caufe, of that' humble
- temperance, pradence, and econemy, which
chara&erife the fower claffes of foriery in Scot-
land, and which afterwards contribute to their.
future fuccefs.® I by educution, you mean .
Latin sad Greek (fild my father], Fhave proved
M Mdy‘.”d'ds»l&ew ? thaid Mr Balfoury
[ ..__“ By
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— By fhewing (faid- my father), that thofe
who-do fucceed, and excel by their good con-
du@, know no more of either than my dog
Borran”’—¢¢ But you have forgot to prove, Cap-
tain, that thofe who do, at lefs meritorioufly.”
~—¢¢' Admitting (faid my father) that they dq
not, is /fs of time no confideration ? Is it not
abfurd to wafte five or fix years of ‘the . moft
vYaluable period .in life, in acquiring nothing
towards . futore: fuccefs ¢ and cannot this ims<
portant period be employed to better purpofes??
~—«1 donot think it can {faid Mr Balfour brifk-
ly). What can a'boy learn from the age of.cight
to fourteen ? "—5¢Any $hing better (faid my. fa-
ther) than that which for years he cannot coms
prehend: but it would be no difficult matter to
prove that, in the period juft mentioned, much
and material inftru@ion may be attained. The
queftion, Mr Balfour, may be reduced to a very
narrow compafs-—it turns on this fimple point,
What is the e?iuca_tian the moft likely to procurea
gyoung man of no fortune or cﬁcpeﬂatr’m, earlyems
dloyment—contribute to preferment—and fecure
an
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an chigible effablifiment in bfe? For the aocom.
plithment of thefe defirable ende—Whint are
the tooks awhich be muff work with P-—hat are
the dalents muff generally in rogueft? - s iv the
knowledge of a dedd language, for which, in sl
probability, he never sfterwards wilt find the
fmaleft oceafion ? or is it the knowledge of
what, in a great trading opulent nation, isconti.
nually in demand 2  Is it anacquaintance with
ancient -republics, fatefrmen, and herocs? o
with: the arts, commerce, and mamufaltures. of
the country in which he refides 7 Is it nouns,
verbs, and participics ? or figures, pennizathip,
and accouitts 3. Is i, in fhort, the featiments
of a2 Boman ? oz the fentimenty of & man of
bufinefs i”—¢ And what prevents ull this from
being attained together with a knawledge of
Latin” {faid Mr Balfour)s¢ Wasr of siow?
want ¢f time! (ewclaimed my father). The
grand and principal object ‘is; to get our fons
8 carly inftruéted as potlible, not only 6o eafe
poor pasents of a heavy charge, but to enable
them to feize the goldea opportunity of fol-

lowing
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lowiag any wiefwl profeffion with ‘advantage.
Remember, Mx Balfom’,what -our fnmd Ho-
race {ays,
Cum tibi funt niti nec éjw tunc artibus illos
Faftrue quo poffint inopem defendere vitern™.

To pbftponc or to trifle with th&a p;moql,g
madnefs or folly in the extreme! A young
man, after.a certain time of lif¢, begins to judge
for himfelf, and a@s accordingly. His mind
takes particular bents, which the pantiality of
parents miftakes for_the operatipns of geniug.
He will, in confequence of flight and ;ranﬁcu.:
xmprcfﬁpns, do this, or that, or-nothing, Paf-
fions and ,prédi_le&ions {pring up : 2 Jove of
pleafure and amufement commences 3 difpofi.
tions, founded on vapity or airy imagination;
take root ; habits arc formed, till, nmable fo
ftoop. to lahoxipus eperations with.eafe, or proy
fecute ufcful profeflions with perfeverancs, by
' remajuiy

* # When youhave children and not wealth, then furnith
them widh-trades that-they nray be able to fupport an indi«
geat life.
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remains loitering in a ftate of wavering inac-
tivity:.or' idle expetation,. a burden to his
friends, and ufelefs to the community ; when,
by an carly launch into the world, he might
have eftablithed himfelf in the line of emolu-
ment, and rifen to refpect and eminence among
his fellow citizens.”

¢ ANp, pray, what may the be period for this
faid faunch,Captain”(faid Mr Balfour) ?—¢¢ Fif-
seen, or fixteen at fartheft (faid my father). By
that time, and with proper inftrution, a young
man may:fa'\cc the world without a bluth for his
ignorance, and be enabled to profecute any ufeful
profeffion to advantage.”—¢¢ And what, in the
-name of heaven (faid Mr Balfour), can be the
important branches of education which, exclu-
five of the dead languages, are to occupy all
this time, and qualify the fon of a gentleman
for fuch multifarious undertakings #’ —¢ I will
briefly enumerate them (faid my father, touch-
ing his left thumb with his right fore-finger,
and firiking it repeatedly at each enumera-
tion);
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tion); I will briefly enumerate them, Mr Bal-

four, and leave you to decide as to their utie
lity.

In the firft place, a particular attention to
penman/bip, figures, and accounts, I hold to be
indifpenfibly neceflfary ; becaufe with fuch ma-
terials a young man may enter into any pro-
feflion (the learned excepted) with advantage s
and without them, into none, They are the
current coim of every civilized country; but in
- this, and every great commercial. ftate, they are
the fprings which fet the whole' machinery in
motion. By thefe, I mean not the mere in-
firu&ion obtained at fchool; but that which
is acquired by pratical experience in a count-
.in'g-houfc, and which, at an early period, may
«qualify him for a man of buflinefs, whatever
the nature of that bufinefs may be. In the fe-
cond place, I am for a thorough knowledge of
Zeography ; for the attainment of which, and,
at the fame time, to imprefs memorable hifto-
rical events on the mind, I would have geo-

D graphy
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graphy and hiftory to go hand in hand, and
aflit one another. All boys are fond of draw-
ing ; and few parents attend to the advantages
that may be derived from this elegant and de-
lightful art. Exclufive of the pleafure it con-
veys to an ingenious mind, it often opens a
door to preferment, emolument, and refpect.
The philofopher, the naturalift, the man of
fcience, and the man of tafte, all own and ad-
mire its influence, and muft venerate the caufe
which produces fuch funds of pleafure and in-
formation, It is, moreover, one of the beft
feathers in a foldier’s cap ; and, independently
of every advantage to the traveller and circums«
navigator, it is of itfelf, as a profeifional art,
perhaps the moft delightful and profitable,
colle&tively, of any exifting. But, like all the
other fine arts (faid my father), drawing has
its fafcinating charms to lead its votaries
.aﬁray, and fhould therefore be guarded againft,
and reftrained within due limits. Matbematics
1 certainly would not leave out, nor the ftudy
of natural philofophy.~Exclufively of their af-

fiftance
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fiftance in profecuting many of the ufeful ante
%0 advantage, they accuftom the youthful mind
to reafon juftly and acutely; but I am not for
extendiag the ftudy of thofe branches, particu.
latly the firft, too far. The firk fix bovks of
Edclid, with srigenemetry, and a competent
knowledge of geamstry, 1 thowld think a fufir
cient foundation for future *re'fecuu'oq, if ne.
- ceflary. Thele, together with the clemonts of
mosigetion, and the ufaal secompaniments of
what diftinguifhes a gentoel cducation, ambng
which I unqueftionably would not-exclude a3
knowledge of the French Janguage, I call the
effential pasts of a young man’s education ; end
poflefled of thefe, I am perfuaded he is fully
qualified to bruil through life, not only with
fuccefs, but with refpeQability ; and at al}
times prepared o catch at any of the ufeful
grofeflions which opportsnity may theew in
hig way.”—s¢ But, gaod God ! Captain (exclimed
* Mr Balfour, rendered-almoft’ frantie swith thip
total :exclufion of ancient literatuxe), what asg
all thefe ¢ffentials, as you call them, to.a young

D2 man
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man who, either by birth, conne&ions, or abi-
lities, is intitled to fill offices which lead to
honout and diftin&tion; and which, in a par-
ticular manner, demand fome of the bigher
branches of cducation to render him, in thofe
departments, dignificd or refpeQtable ? How
can any man, who afpires to a ftation above
the more vulgar, put pen to paper, or open his
lips in company, without a knowledge of com- -
pofition, which nething but an aoquaintance
with the-c/affics can give; without a correé®-
nefs in language, which nothing but a know-
Jedge of grammur can produce? What a fin
gure, for inftance, would any military man, a
bove the rank of a ferjeant, make in converfa-
tion, were he unacquainted with the hiftory of
thofe heroes of antiquity, who ought to be the
invariable patterns of his condu&t ? And, in
talking of their memorable operations, or ia
tranfmitting an account of his own, how con-
temptible would ke appear, in the opinion of
his fellow officers, friends, and acquaintance,
were _he upable to exprefs himfelf, like a fok
. diex
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diet and a gentleman, and be forced to make
wfe of the phrafeology of a porter, or. a.compoe
Gition that would difgrace bis wafherwoman ?
Ut ager quamvis fertilis fige cultum. fraltam,
idea non potef fic ing doGrina:animus®.. : Bt
to put rapk, aod the ftatien of a gentemanm,.
altogether out of the.queftion;, and to view
mankiad fimply. in the light-of: citizens emer-
ging, by the cfforts-of induftry, from penmuryto
wealth, and, by: a. laudable: ambitjan, . rifing
from abfcurity to confequence and power, . let-
me atk you, Cap,tam, if the poffeflion of litera-
ry talents are not fome of the higheft fteps of
the ladder by which they afeend, and, after.
mounting to the top; fome of the brighteft or-
naments: they can poflefs ?. Is notan illiterate
~man ap-objet of contempty hiowever clevatyd
liis ftation ?: lnberrogatus Ariftippus (ﬁ\ys Cin
.eero); quod diferimen efet inter doclos et indoca-
20s5.? refpondnt, idem quod inter equos damzta:
D3 ' [
% As land, though fertile, cannot bring fortb frait-withons
cultivation, fo neither cap the mind, .
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ct non demitos®. And is not the fcholar 1dok-
ed up to with refpe& even in the bofom of po-
verty ?—is not the gentlethan venerated and
refpelted in proportien to the knowledge and
erudition he has obtained? What renders
Captain Macpherfon, ' at’ this moment, even
with a flender fortune, fo fuperior to all the
men of landed property round him, but the
‘fuperior’ company with which he has affocia-
ted, and the fuperior education which he has
received.  Videmus literas et ingenuas artes,
-non folum beate vitz oble€tationem, fed ettamm
‘Jevamen maximum 4. And will you, Sir, who
experience: fuch advantages and confolations
* from a liberal education, exclude your fon from
firhilar enjoyments ; and with talents fo promi-
fing, bury every budding bloflom of genius in
the charnel of mean vulgarity, and obfcure

cvery

# Arifiippus being afked, what differcrce there is between

" the learned and unlearned ? replied, the fame that isbetween
horfes that are broken and thofe that are not broken.

4 We fee that learning and the polite arts are not only the
entertainment of a happy life, bat likewifc its zclicf.
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every luminous ray- of fancy in the datk tomb
" of oblivion! I cannotbear the idea (faid Mr
Balfour, rifing haftily from his Jeat, and walk-
ing as haftily acsofs the room)—1¥ cannot bear
the idea'!—upon my foul I.cannot!™ . - . .
¢« I was proceeding (faid my father. with
great coolnefs) to a confideration#of this veéry
important ‘and neceffary branch of education
and, of courfe, am not altogether. unprepared
fér .your dueftion, Mr Balfour. ' A corre&
-knowledge of our own language; I ar o for
from excluding from my fyftem, that I held it
of the utmoft confequence. Every young fharn,
.whatever bis ftation in life may be, muft de-
" rive advantages from it; and without ity every
man who afpires to the rank of a gentleman,
muft, in-the-opinion of the world, ' foffer de-
gradation, It is a thorough convition of this
truth, founded. on repeated experience, that
has induced me, among- ather' confiderations,
to condemn the general fyftem .of edueatioh
adopted in this country; for fo far am I from
s agreeing
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agrecing with you in the idea that Latin is in-
difpenfible fos the attainment of good Englith
compofition, 1 am, on the contrary, clearly of
opinion, that, in the /imited ¢ime which I have
allotted for {cholafiic infiruXion, it is the great-
impediment. (Mr Balfour held up his hands
and groanad.) In owe month.(ceatinaed my
father) I will engage to make a- boy campro-
bend more of the grammatical conftraction of
bis own langyape than WarT arRupsiman
will do in twelwe; and in onc tenth part of the:
time ceafered in acquiring the common prin-—
ciples of - an wokpown. tongue, I will, by the:
shelp of Englith grammar, the pevuful of good:
Eaglith apthors, clegant ranflations, and fre--/
quent praflice i Englifi compofition; give-
him- a move eafy, accusate;’ and polifhed fyls;.
than wil thiat Tasivrws, Tirus Liwivs, or
Twurrius Cicaro, ean produce. Aad why ¥
Becanfe in the time one boy is-getting unknewn.
vocahies by gote,. she othen is applying *fami--
hiar wonds grammatically to- familiar ules. Be--
caufe, while the onr is hammering his. braiss:
. tar
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to find out rules for purpofes which he does
not comprehend, the other is advancing ra-
pidly and pleafantly in tatks where inftrution
is cxemplified by produétions of tafte, and daily
firengthened by works of his own creatiom
Becaufe, in the frequent perufal of approved
Englith authors, the ear is not only more ace
cuftomed to an Englifh idiom, but more fami.
Narized to -a good ftyle, and much. lefs liable
te be vitiated by a2 bad one, than in a common
grammir fchool, where the utmoft perfection
_of Englifb compoftion confifts in hafty literal
tranflations; and where the criterion of taffe
centres in one man, often as deficient in this
qgrand requifite, as in every other that conitis
tutes elegance and purity in writing. -Becaufey
from the difference of idiom in the Englith and
Latin language, a vernacular knowledge of the.
one cannot be acquired by a ftudy of the
other ; a5 a proof of which.I do maintain, that
before we can attain a corretnefs in Englith
compofition, we are under the neceffity of un-
Jearning a great deal of what, with infinite la~
IR : boug
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bour and difficulty, we formevly acquived.
But wbat I hold as oue of the moft important
cenfiderstions amnexed 20 an early application
s Englt/b prammar and Englifp compofssion
ia, that having paflfed through yemth without
it, we feldom eor never apply-ouricives to it
after. Were we to examine the general rum
of yousg men who have cfcaped the tramy
mels of Guiek and Latin, and who often pleme
themfelves on what is called an scademice/
education, the trmth of this ebfermation would
be too evident. Nay, fhould we analyfe the
.ftyle evem of fome of thofe authors who leok
down on the mere Englith feholar with fover
reign comtempt, we thail find, that with much
erudition there is often much want of <ler
gance; and that, amidft rrae genius and fience,
there are mot oaly embaryaflment in the can
fim&ion, but confufion in the arrangement of
their own vesnacular idiom.

“ Now, with all due deference to the Latin

‘ hnguageand  forme of its xcachers (continued my
father,
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fither, bowing refpeQifaily to Mr Balfour), do
you conceive that a Jad: of tolevable parts; and
with: the education I have fpecified, is unqua-
lified to fill any depsrtment with refpectability
to himfelf, and credit to the office -he holds ?
Nay, do-you not rdally think' that he will ace
quit himfelf juft as well in: every thing: relative,
to the man of bufinefs and the gentleman, as if
he had been fome years conjugating Latin verbs
at a grammar fchool °—¢ I do not” (faid Mr
Balfour rather tartly).—¢¢ I. will, however,
lay ten to one (fiid my father) that at the age
of - fixteen, my Englithman. will' outftrip your
Roman in evety ufeful profeflien they are put
to; and if, with equal advantages, he does not:
approach the goal of preferment fome years
fooner, I will engage to eat for my dinner all
the ancient authors, which, no doubt, in the
courfe of this difquifition you think I have
grofsly blafphemed.”— You had much bet-
ter exclude the ancient authiors and ancient
learning altogether (faid Mr Balfour peevill-
1y)s for, accerding to your fyftem, they appear
i to
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to be totally ufelefs.”—s¢ Pardon me (faid my
father), I thould be loth indeed to advance
any fuch do&rine. My fyftem, recollet ‘Mr
Balfour, has nothing to do with the learned
profeffions. It applies folely to a numerous
and refpe@able defcription of men, whofe fi-
tuations in life demand exertion, and whofe
purfuits admit not of delay. But to thofe whom
FORTUNE and LEISURE enable to profecute
the bent of their inclinations, or to fuch whofe
time is devoted to the purfuits of polite li-
terature and the fciences, I am for opening a
large field, not only for the exescife of talents,
but the full gratification of tafte. To exclude
- {uch from a ftudy of the ancients, would, of all
other plans,bethe moft prepofterous and unjuft.
No fource which conveys rational and intel.
leQual pleafure ought to be impeded; and,
perhaps, no fource is better calculated to con-
_vey information and delight to an elegant and
comprehenfive mind, than the perufal of works
which have ever been, and ever will be, admi-
xed while good tafte and manly reafoning con-

. . tinue
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tinue: to-exifts- Whatever:L havé advateced in
fupport of ufeful and general education, let it
not be inferred that I am, Or ever was, uns
friendly to.the aneientélaffics : Pheyhave been
the favourite, ‘acompanions:of niy yquth foand;
 if I miftake: notj ithey whill, be the ¢ friends.'of
my old age.}c-Fo.thel midft of, trials. they havd
borne me up,-dnd armed'me with fortitude and
zefignation:..in.-the.- hour: of folitude, -of ficks
nefs, and of :forrow, they Bave cheéred my def
pondency, and foothed my diftrefy I: Evennow
(£2id my father, lboking-tendsrly+at his wife
and children).they-fili-up the paefe of. employl
mént,:and the interval-of patermal and conmu:
bial blifs ;- and although; no-deube, they occas
fionally seinind' me of their anprofitableni/s,
aon: afraid I would not willingly-exchange them
fox-all that Fortuné. could’ beftow.” What 4
pity it.is (faid Mr :Baifour, meltingviiito - tedrs
of :tranfport) thet ame who cap fpeaki fo wélt in
favour.of leaming, fhduld cver:fay:any thing
againft it} Q.re@am: finceramquiewvitam! O .
LT e B o dulee
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dulbe etiuie boneffumque ac pene ommis me-
gotia. puichris *

- Tires conwerfation, howsver, was produc-

tiveof vesy different effefis, on my mind, from
what my fathtr intended. The conclufion of
his Tpeech, 'in. fuvour of claffical education;
overtiirand all fre had previoufly advanced:a-
giinft it 5 and the glow and enthufiafm.of Me
Balfour’s. affeltion for the smoients, naturally
lod me, to fappefe  that . feimething cxyuifitely
drlightful was-shnexed o dicir- avquaintaince,
From that-mement 1 hecame a {cholar in fens
timent dnd inclination—the dulre otinm—sthe
zebem; fincerambue vitam, wesc implabted in
the feileT fghed for an intvoduilion to the
~ walks of: littratunie, tafte, and immgination ; nos
was {jong baffiee; honefb Balfour brought thie
introdudhion: about,. notwithftanding my fa-
ther's : pofitive; prohibition: te- thie - contrary.
He ‘waa the more induded: to:-take this: ftép,
ot thefollpwing - accidental difcoviery :of iy
smatural difpofition ; for in fpite of every refo-
lution
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lation: on ‘my pairt, of ixipofed safk en’his, cors
‘tain pats of Ovip. and VingiL .mwerc nover
recited aloud in the {choel, but.the accounts
bogk, flate, and pencil were.infantly laid afide;
and forgot qs Mp-lq&ly ‘a8 xfthcy had never
bﬁcnmhand FT SR .
Om: day, in putwular, as this luﬂe foves
reign of literature: was ftrutting acrofs the
fohool, expounding.in frong emphafis and
intonation the \pafironate: and- affeting . ftory
of -Pyramus and Tifbe, hiv.eye actidentqlly
caught me, while Uftening with' greedy cars,

and miy whole countenance expreflive of enmo
" tion. - Btrack with :the :fingularity of my ap-
pearance; he accofted me with—s Well, My
Chasles, have you ‘worked your:queltion s
“.No, 8ir.(faid 1 with fome confufion), I have
wot.”—¢ And why are you-not bufy then #’—
¢ ir (faid ¥ with infinite: naiveté), I cannot
work any que(hon; or:atténd to dny thing eife;
while you'" are repedting the ftory of - Pyrainus
and Thifbe,” Concelyinig this % compliment
S E2 paid
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peid to his powers of tranilation, and utiable
to.conceal the pleafure it conveyed, he imthes
diately rejoimed—*< And would you not like,
my dear boy! tobe sble to read:théfe beauti-
fol foties in the language in which they are
written, and which as far fupaffes the beft
tranflation that can be given, as the fplendour
of yonder fun is to the faint glimmering of 2
ruih taper ¢ O yes, Sir (faid I with a deep
figh, and dejeCted look),: but my: papa will not
confent to it! Y=m4¢ Then yon /bal be enabled
{replied the en_nraptit{:d pedagogue), whether
he: confents to it,or not; for, rather than fuf.
fer fuch genius -to remain uncultured, -1 fhail
teach you withoat your papals knowiedge, and
thidt too without' fee orrewedrd.” . And.indeed,
this . woithy .admirer. of -4he . Romahs was as
goad 2s_his promife ; for as L bbirded with him
faor fom¢ tilpn after, he comtrived, by, enwéari-
¢d.attentjon on hia fisle; and sncomtion appli-
Gatign on. mine, ; t,1ay.no bad foundstion. for
algending, ;atya. futyve periad,: to.ihe ‘mure
lofty and dignified paris.of education,  Thit the,
T time

L4
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time now approaghed when fhefe plans wege
o be fruflsated, aad whon this favourite pupil
was to be som, mtonlyimthﬂmoiﬂ
kind preceptot, but from the pratedtien of the
senderoft mdmeﬁuﬂbﬁmmofpum ’”

.‘l{unu; amved a my:fom;nmw
stceived all thofe afensinl iponts-af iodmeation
which -my -fmber -dsotsed norofny,: my rels-
tion in Brifbol aavionfSy winited my-alyival, A
time was ithérafoite; Sacd for thisfeparsions.
which bung, fo.icavy an she minds-of my so-
thex apd fifter, shat a:cenflapt gleom -and .da-
preflion of fpiits reignad. throbgheut the £ar
wily for fome meamths previovs .40y dopan-
ture., My. fathes, although; be wate tha Somr
blamce of sranquillisg,, 49d, - t.fonify.my wer
ther's n&sd.mmmmdn aiantages
tbatmumfm this exenty felt-alk khofe
tender emetions shat wiinlly fpring vp nibos
we ape ahiont-39 lofk a0 oje »f i}
sl wihatt 4y inother, prcioame mith:the idey
ﬁwm atlien, ied to \pine Nasit b bex

i Ej forrows
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" Yorrows khd complitnts, he was no 1dhger able
i“to'carry on the dgiie: My leaving them at
Ythis tiine, Yoo, Wis: réidered doubly diftrefing
Py the niews of iny-biother's death in Jamaica,
which afriyed but x few momths before: This -
circumftance, independent of the grief it pro-
‘duced; ¥wikened-all thofe apprehenfions which
Siftradied inyeihother’s mind on my appreach-
Figdeparcunds fot, with a prefentiment which
fndeed the conclufion. autherifed, fhic coeld
. afver be reafoned out of a>firmibelief that our
partitg would-be the Jaft:- My:fifter, though
-five'fears older, had -long Beer mry confant.
companion ‘wheh' at home 3 and fome timé be-
forc 'my @éparture, ah additional ftréngth of
~affeltion “hadl fprung up betwedn us: - Whole
Hights-woald e fitup oontvetfing “by the firks
6de; whien ullithie reft'of thiefamily swere afidep;
wrhble 'evenings walk buttogethet; heedlefs and
§ndifferent to any other fociety. © Thefe foler -
- inteviows efcaped not thelobfervation of my
fatherland.mother j and while it yiclded them
Belighte it likewile ‘added «to the paignancy of

o rorick ot their
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‘thel# ¥HliCtion, Whe' they refleéted how foon
fuch endearing - ties” wéuld be broken,  In-
humah mdnRerd! *(would my mother exclaimj
alluditig to thofe who had deffauded my father
of his plopertyy ‘inhuman thonftérs! this to

“fob’ine ‘of iy clu}drcn featfer thdm’ abroac} }

-and te¥* théfh -#¢funder, when’ Nafuse Naslce

‘mientéd: thient fo'cIofe}y togctfler Pz ot
Tl Y l AloaaT . . "2

- My rdute was fifftto Glafgow, where I wae
0" renmainr~ fome time, and - from<thence’ 16
Gretiibek ; from -which place T wiik' to’embark
for Briftol. - On the morning of niy depaiture,
‘my mbther rofe early ; ind befor¢ ¥ was ready
‘to mount my little poney, had rodé’ off preci:
pitately  to avoid what fthe- well knew wotlld

fiappén.-! A meflage fiom my favher futifmoti=

d ove.20 "his’ Bed-chamber wheri T was abicut
#depart. "I fouind him ‘in bed, the curtains

. ‘drawmy,'and the séom purpofely darkened. Ta-

_king me by the hand, he addreffed me in the
following ‘words; whith I haveoften refieatéd
ﬁneeuwkh*tondclmfo, and-which, #¢ this miel

ment,
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ment,are ftill engraven on mwy mind: “My dear
Charles, you are now o be placed beyoand the
peach of my inftrultionss and I Satter myfeld,
¢hat after what I have fo anxioufly laboured 1o
produce, any farther infirultions of mise will
henceforth be unneceflary. Yon have recei-

ved from Nature good difpofitigns apd good
parts ;. let not the example of worshlefs . and
contemptible minds debafe them. Whatever
your faults_ and follies may be (for no men is
without them), let them be the faults and folr
Kes of a gentleman, Shun Jow companys and
always afpire to Jociety above you. . Confider
a mean action as worfe than deaths for @@
length of time cam wipe it out. . Be 3 man of
truth and fideligy; .and whatever_ your. Jot ;ig
lifc may be, think met auy hopeft. profef
fion below ypur nqtige,. nor Jour. cmployer’s
interelt a matter of indiffernce. < Aveid quasy
rels by gentlencleand civility to ajly brt check
infolence. and-audacity with becaming fsmnas
and {pirit. na word; e & man.of hosowticd
waa gkibwmanicr, s anaalhs Asiians (R

. a your
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your God ; and may-God Almighty dire& and
prote& you in all your ways ¥ H'éwing deli=
vered himfelf thus, he pteﬂ'ed mé to his bofom 3
and, muffling his head with the bed-cloathcs, I
tould hear, ‘as T'weént out of the room, the
ftifled groans of grief: and: affe@ion burft fronk
his manly breaft.

* TiLy this time my heart had never known
‘the -full - fympathy of grief, :nor any of thivfe
emotions which -had fo long agitated the reft
of the family. .1 had feen my mother and fifter,
and even the fervants, repeatedly in tears at my
approaching .departure; while the profpe& of
new fcenes and delightful vbjects made mewans
der at their aflition.. ‘But:the.oment my fa
ther’s ftruggling forrows reached my ears, all
my tendernefs arofe, and burft inte an agony
of grief. = Pbai Henrietta, whoi tifl then had
fat Weeplmg in filence below, “foon caught the
found 5 which, operafing Jike an cle€ric ftroht
'on theigentlenefs of hep nature, produced cont
cords‘in p@rfc{k union,- ¢ O‘Chaﬁcs! Charledt

(exclaxmed
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(exclmmd this affe@ignate gul, as I at laft
efcaped from her frantic embrace), my dear,
my lovely, Charles! I fhall never, gever fee
you more.”———Alas | . Henrietta ! Little did I
think, at the time, that a prophetefs {o ymmg
wopld have fpoken fo true, - . - -

My ftay at Glafgow was for fome momnths;
during which I received the laft polifh to my
country education.” I remember little more of
my voyage to Briftol, than the moft exoelive
fea-ficknefs, which produced ;an early diflike
0 a made of life which I never fince could re-
{ith, altheugh it has begs: my: lot to experience
agoeat-deal of itp: trisls. My deftination at
Briol did net:terid 1o cradicate . the&mpne‘-
lions. SRR SN OIS S i1

* On my aerivdl, I was fenfibly ftruck with a
shange of fcenc wery oppofite -to whes I had
formerly experienced. My coufin’s houfe was
Situated in onc of the moft fathionable parts of
4he town, and fited up in a fyle, not.osly

handfome,
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handfome, but clegairt;. The'whole difplayed
tafte joined to the utmoft neatnefs; and fuck
were the extraordinary attentions paid to clean-
linefs) ferabbing,” waxing, and hard rubbing,
that L got Rveral “falls in tKd rooms and'paf:
figes before ¥ was forcy-cight hours in the
hofe. : Ad: for thie Rairs, I was pofitively pros
hibited alcending therr with niy thoes ‘on the
ery day- after my atrival : but I fhall defer all
farther defeription of ‘the hou{'e tilF gm fnme
aoeoantof iea muﬁnm
oot st PR TN

My coufin had chriy in life, by a’ (teady and
judicious ptoféeution'of his profeffion, acqui
red, in the couife of between twenty and: thirty
years, a gentetl cothpetency’; Which: enabled
Hém to live it eafe and affluence "at home on
the froies of his fortifer induftry. He had
been- for g number of years engaged in the
Shatinea: trade 3 but the ptihci'pal fousceiof Wis
wealth. had. flowed: from his Weft Iricka eons
nedtions. . During - the lattey part of his nave
tical opetations, ‘he had -become chief owner

: of
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of a large thip in the Briftol trade; and open.
ing ftore-houfes in the different Weft India
iflands to which he failed, he had not only
gained confiderably by.traffic, but had necef-
farily become acquainted with the Jeading:mea;
in thefe iflands; with fom¢ of whom he cfta-
blifhed .regular freights for his {hip, and fized
bimfelf as agent for them at home. It wasin
this laft emplayment he was engaged on my
argival in Briftol; apd although he bad ‘a va.
riety of concerns in diffepent.;veffels -in ,the
Weft India trade, he had for fome years reti-
. ed from the fatigues of a-fea life; and.-fend-
ing his fon out to St Chii@opbe;’s to fupply his
prefence there, contented himiglf with the bufi-
nefs he had to tranfact athame, which was little
more than an amufgment. Although an inters
courfe with men of fortune .and fathion had
confiderably fmoothed, the royghnefs of the feae
man, a good deal of it fill remained. He wasg,
mozcover, independent of cyery thing.annexed
tp profeflion; a man naturally blunt zed fine
cere; warm in -his friendfhips, and pofitive in
‘ his
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his determinations. TFhough . poffefled of a
large fhare of philanthropy and: good. natare,
he was not only hot, but ungovernsble in his
anger; and although few men had a better
heart; or-a founder underftanding, he was fre-
quently unreafonable in his paffions,.and alto-
gether ridiculous duting their influence. - He
had fome years before my arrival buried his
wife, witkh whom 'it was faid he enjoyed -but
little harmony 5 and he now. lived witha daugh-
ter, 2 young lady of about cighteen, who, with
his fori in the Weft Indies; were the only
fruits of his marriage. Mifs PATTY was her
father’s favourite, and indeed pofiefied the arts
of wheedling, coaxing, and leading the old gen-
tleman in no inferior degree. She had been
the chief agent in watching and deteQing the
mother’s tippling operations, which was one of -
the principal fources of mifunderftanding be-
tween hufband and wife; and as Mifs had va-
rious converfations with her father on the fub-
ject, and was alfo the means of conveying in-
terefting intelligence to her mother relative to
F . the
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the old gentleman’s:amours, fhe beeame 4 mu-
tual confident, peacemaker, and advifer in the
family 5 which could not fa#l to enhance her
<onfequence, with. both parties. . Add to this,
that, Mifs Patty poflefled a large portion-of )
cunning ; and with a fpirit boldy haughty; and
coverbearing, could at any time affodt:the meek-
nefs'and gentiénefs of a lamb. -Indeed it was
fo far lucky for her, thatiithis fupplenefs and
difguife ¢ould be affumed. at-pleafure; for the
Rtrange whims and whirlwinds of the.old gear
tleman’s temper, certginly, wqujred.. fome fuch
fubterfuge. . One of his invariable pradtices,
was to repair to certain clubs every evening,
where he dedicated . bis convivial hours to.the
{fociety of his Weft India friends and cennec-
tions, from whom he feldoni parted' till very
late hours, and generally a5 Happy as rum
_ punch could make him.: On rapping furioufly
at the door, his conftant rube!was to knock
down,. if poffible, the perfonr who.opened it :
no matter whom the porter-was; fcrvaixi; whfe,
ot danghter, were fure to fhave:the fame fate«
) -and
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and notwishftanding 4 moft contrite repentance
next. moming, the fame pradtice was repeated
the fucceeding: might. ’Tis true, the danger
was eafily evaded ; for, like thofe animals of
“prey.-who feem to iofe all their. ferocity after
the firft: or fecond ‘unfuccefsful bound, my
coufin, on lifting up'his gold-headed cane, and
ftriking -hard, with accompanying grunts, once
or twice againft the pavement, feemed: as well
fatisfied, and as highly:deélighted with the at-
tempt, as.if he had altually knocked down a
fervant, a daughter, or a wife, at every ftroke.

AxNoTrER whim, from which he never de~
viated, was, that at whatever time of night he
returned home, no moértal, whether domeftic,.
friend, orftranger, : were {uffered ‘ to retire to
reft -bc_:for_e his- arrival. This was' a kind of
night watch which he eftablithed in-his houfe,
in imitation of that formetly kept on board
fhip: and indeed, in general, his houfe may be
faid to have been governed by rules equally
firi, and delivered in a tone “¢qually. arbi-

- T2 trary,
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trary, asif it had beem the EvizadrTH. It
may well be {uppofed that I could not have
dreamed of fuch uncommon prallices; and
Mifs Patty, who pofleffed little gentienefs or
humanity of. difpofition, and who withed ta
break fome- jokes on the fimplicity of one who
" had feen nothing but regularity and decorum
i his father’s houfe, ftudioully kept me_ igno=
rant of the fecret. Fhe very night after. my
arrival, I was fuffered to go to bed early ; and:
about one o’clogk in the morning was roufed
from a profound flecp by one of the maids; who
told me, in fecming terror, that the Captain was
in a violent rage at my having gone to bed, and
had ordered me to get up and appear before
him inflantly. Amazed at this: inexplicable
fummons, I hurried doww to the .parlour, and
found the old gentleinan' in a melancholy ftate -
of intoxication, and Mifs Patty enjoying the
fruits of her admixable invention.

ON my entrance, I was accofted in the fol-
lowing terees : ¢« Come here, Sir!  Why, you
- d—d

e
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d—d young dog, how dare you ga-te bed be~
fore I. came "hame—Ehl whdy? :do your think
you are in your father’s hpufe in thavountry s
where, becaufe they have mothing tgremufe
thei, cvéry body: goesy Rupidly, tofnare. at
ten o’¢lock—Eh! De-n;r#y.blwsl, Sin, if ever
you prefume to go to,best beforg; 1 come home,
were it fix in the morning, Tl havwe you tied
up, -you young dog!—I will—Aya!” - In re-
turn-to this fpeech (the fixft of she:kind §-had
ever heard), 1 afked 'pZrdon, pleadod total.ig-
noranice of his regulations, .and prbmiifed. riv
gidly to obferve themny in' fature: ‘Al this'time
Mifs Patty eontinued Rughing immoderately
at'imy confufion, afonitheq lboks,:and Scotch
-aceent’; while thie father, dvtiak-as e ‘was, dil-
‘covergd the trick, and rélaked in ki feverity.
% So you werernot: told that I thoyld be angry
at your going %0 bed before I came home—
Eh#*—« No irideed, Sir. (faid 1), otherwife I
.never: fhoold have gone."s—i* Why,: you! littke
b~} how came. yom/not to tell hif—Bh1”—
& Lard, papa! L did tell him:; but the by wds -

ot ’ F 3 . fo
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fo fleepy and ftupid, he could attend to no.
thing.”——« Pardon me, Madam ! (faid I)
you never mentioned any fuch shing. On the
contrary, you atked me if I chofe to go-to
bed before I thought of it."—¢ ‘What ! Sir
tfaid Mifs, colouring with fhame and refem-
ment), do you -dare to contradit me tp my
face #—¢ I have always been taught, M4'am,
to fpeak truth, and vindicate myfelf when
Iam unjuftly accufed—1 am doing nething
more at prefent.”—< Why, here’s 2 pretty fel-
low truly k=A Scatch.boy to give himfelf fuch
airs !—But you maft kamn better manners in
this boufe, Bir¥'—¢.But, by G—d! he muf
not (faid the old gentleman firmly)—the boy
talks as he ought to da, and I like his fpirit—
Do you go. to bed, Mifs Pert, and do you: fit
down, boy ; 1 want:to talk to you.” Mifs went
-off, with a tofs of the head, mauttering fome-
thing about .Scotch pride, and Scotch poverty ;
-and I continued above an hour in converfation
" with the old gentleman, who afked me a hum-
" ber of queftions relative to my father’s family,

. ) prefenting
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prefenting me ‘with fome peavs, which, in the
courfe of his rolls and tumbles, ke had brmfed.
to pieces in his peckets.

- TaE next day, it was evident from Mifs Pat-
ty’s looks that the owed me a grudge ; nor was.
it lang before the took an cfleétuat method to
be revenged. .In the evening, the Captain, ac-
cording to cuftom, went to-one.of his Punch
clubs ;-and as we were all aflembled ia the ki
chen (for Mifs Patty, with all her confequence,
difdained not the dociety of the maidy), ;his
well-known rap announced his artival. Here
{faid -Mifs, putting a candle haflily -inte my-
hand)-—here, run and let in your coufiny and
take care he does ‘not hurt yon.” Happy at
an epportunity to convince him how well I had.
obferved his orders in not going to bed, I flew
to the door; on opening which, my firft {atute:
was the old gentleman’s cane acrofs my head,
-with a.vialence that firetched me fenfelefs on
the paffage. The maids; who had dreaded the
.confequence, notwithitanding Mifs Patty’s art-

- ful
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ful admonition of ¢ take care he does not burt
you”, haftened after me with anether candle,
and difcovered to the Captain the effefts of his
falutation. 'When he perceived me motion- .
lefs and bleeding, his fearsfoon got the better
of his intoxicatien’; and, with the moft violent
apitation, defired thenr to carry me into the
parlotr, exclaiming repeatedly—¢ Who defired
him to open the door ¥ Blaft you all in a heap!
Who defired him to opén the door ?”  Mifs
came ‘running, with-feeming ¢ concern, faymg‘,
« Lard! my dear papa! 1 did; and I defired
him to take care you did not ‘hurt him : but
the boy is a fool.”—¢¢ You are a d—d little
b—! (faid the ‘old gentleman, with i‘hﬁnitc
Tage) . you had no ‘bufinefs’ to' defire him to
open 'thé door at all, anid be’ d-—-a—-d to you:
I have murdered the,boy, who ‘is worth a
hundred of you, you little b— ; heis?” 1
foon, however, rcmovcd thofc dreadful appre-
henfions by my recovery, whick tranfportéd
the good man fo much, that he took me in his.
arms, .afl ‘bloody as I was, faying, «¢ My dear

Charles,
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Chatles, X'atk yeu parden. [ did net knaw
it was you, my dear boy. I took it for. that
dog Fisusa; I.did, by G—d. But why did
you ngt. keep mt the back of ‘the dogy, man
Eh!” On his finding, by my anfwers, that |
had received no previous wanyixig of my dag~
ger, he darted a furious look at his daughter,
who fat fobbing, and protefting her innocence;
allaging, .that in hen amxiety to det her dear
papa in foon, {he had abfolutely: forgag that X
was a franger to his pragtice.’, As for, me, X
had not the moft diftant copnception . that any
perfon could have been mualicicus enpugh ta
have hatched. fo wicked a fcheme ; and while
the fervants wathed my wound, and the old
gentleman expreflfed- his concern  at the acci.
dent, I begged of -him to think no-morg of it,
obferving, with a fmile, that 1 had often loft
ten times more blood at a boximg-match at
fchool.:  Fine boy ! five boy! fine boy ! (re-
peated the old gentleman) but, by G—d (look+
ing at his damghter), fame dody thall fuffer for
this. I'll be de—ewd if they than’t.”

‘ 4
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I kNow not what: paffed bétwixt Mifsand her
father next morning s:but from that period no
mere tricks were played upon me by'the lady s
who, although fhe behaved with' civllity; was
never -cordially attachéd - to her Scotch coufin,
notwithftanding k¢ loft no opportunity to ob-
lige her. As for her father, he became more -
and more fond of me daily. Some mornings

after my arrival, he took me into his'ceunting-
houfe, where LE tranfadted almoft every thing
himfélf; and defiring me to copy an account
current which "lay ‘on the table, went oiit- to
his ufual routine of bafinefs on the keys and
wharfs ; which -operations he eonftantly per-
formed immediately after breakfaft.” On his
return, he ' was not only pleafed, but aftonith-
ed at my writing. < Ah! by G-d, you write
a fine hand, boy! Where the devil did you
learn to write fo well? Why, you young.dog,
you are fit for any connting-houfe in England.
I with my fneaking little fellow wrote half fo
well; but, d—n my blood; he will never do
much good.” Although the old gentleman’s
- . intentions
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intentiong were. to bring me up to-the fea, his
fagacity pointed out to him, that acquirements
fuch asI poflefled, ought not to be.negleted.
I.wag, therefore put-ta a fchopl s the mafter of
w}uch was accounted tg excel in the mode of
teaching book-keeping, but- particularly in pen-
manihip ; fpecimens of which. were diftributed
about Briftol, and univerfally allowed to be al-
tpgether,extyaordigary.-, .1 coptinued pot long,
however, under bls-m{tru&xpns, an occurrence
ma(te,; gnd fcholar, angi_ w}_uclg, as xt_thds, tg
fupport former preceptsyand.clugidate charac-
ter; 1 ﬂaall(hem take the liberty to mention.
! IR 1 :
: TH; pnncx,pal exccllmce of this Wmdgrful
penman I oon difcovered was the ast of paint-
ing his letters. . His defk was . at the, farther
end of the {chool, .and placed-,fé as to prevent
any of his fcholars :,fx_'pm’igpp‘rggcping him
abruptly, He was:almoft, éonﬂgnﬁ}y cm;{lqy- '
ed in; eiecutipg fpecimens of his incomparable
art for the mfpcf,hon of the public; and no
fooner
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fooner did he perceive any of us drawing near,
than he immediately ftopt thort, and conceal-
ed his performance within his defk. -Sufpet-
ing what really ‘was the cafe, I watched an op-
portunity, and when ke leaft expeted, percei-
ved, before he could tonvey the pape# ‘dut of
view, part of the performance éxecuted with a
black-lead pencil, and part finithed in the ufual
capxtai manner with the pen. He’ wrote va-
rious hands; among which was the German
text, in which he conceived he excelled all
mankind. As I had likewife attended to this.
charatter, I one day chanced to execute a fmall
fpecimen ; with which fome of the old fcholars
were fo much pleafed, that they fhewed it to
the mafter. After having examined it minutely
for fome time with his glafs (without which he
never drew a ftroke), he, with evident ill nature,
addreffed me publicly in the following terms:
& Mr Macpherfon, I would advife you not to
attempt any thing in-this charaQer till you are
better mftru&ed You know nothing at' all
of thc matter, Sir: it is entirely above your
abilities,
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abilities, whatever good-opinion you may have
of yourfelf.” Abafhed,and nét a little nettled at
the wantonnefs of this public attack, for ha-
ving done what certainlyought to have produ-
ced a -contrary. behaviour, I replied, with an
ircnical feer, * Perhaps, Sir, it would have
been better had it been painted.”—¢ What do
you mean by that, Sir (faid my little mafter,
colouring with rage and confufion, for fome
of the fchelars had accompanied my retort
with:a leud Jaugh), what do you mean by that,
Sir ?, Do you dare to infinuate that / ever paint
my letters ?  If you do, you are a krtle lying
rafcal” The love of truth, which a father’s
ihvariable inftiu@ions and laft words had fo
ftrongly imprinted on my mind, joined to 2
confcioufnefs of the impudent falfechood of my
opponent,. tranfported me beyond all bounds
of prudence; and, rifing inflantly from my
feat, I, to the aftonifhment of the whole fchool,
addreffed "him in the following words: ¢« 7
do.dare. to accufe you of painting a// your
letters; and, as a proof of which, I defy you to

G exccute
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execute publicly before any of us, withous
painting, one line the leaft equakto thofe which,
in that corner, you finifh.by the help of a glafs
and a black-lead pencil. You have heen plea-
fed to_call :me a lying wafeud. 4 would have you
know, Sir, ‘that I never told *a lie in my life:
1 wifh I could fay as much for my prefent
mafter.” Having faid this, I'threw afide my
book in a rage, and taking up ‘my hat, waltked
out of the {chool with an air of defiance, whick
the little man, ftunned, and indeed fupified,

at the hardieffe of my behavsour, thd not at-
tempt to refent.

Ox my return home; T bricfly recounted
the circumflance to my coufin; who, inftead
of reproving ine,.as 1 gwpetled, laughed hear-
tily, faying, « Why, :d—n my:blood, Sir, you
are a fellow of fpirit{ Eh 2 What? to talk in
this manner to your.Mafter ? Why, 1 {uppofe,
were you on board fhip, you.would talk thus
to your Captain? Would you, you young
dog, Eh 7’ . Upon my obéorving that, except

te
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to my father and-'neareft relations, I would
hold this language to any man upon earth who .
tlared to tall me a lying rafcal, he 'laughcd im-
moderately, faying, ¢ By the L—d, youare 4
lad of {punk.- I-fee, my friend, the Captain;
has inftilled a fuffictent dofe of ‘his military bos
nour into his children : but, d—n it, it is right.
We muft not check it; norhall you gb back -
at ol to that foeaking fon of a.b—; who, if
he daves:to make a noife; il break his neck fot
hith«Fll be curfed if I don’t I*

: "AT this time an intimate female friend of my
fathers having come from London’of a vifit t
ny coufin, interefted hesfelf fo much in my
behalf, as to alter the old gentleman’s inten
fions of fonding me, on my firft voyage, to the -
coaft of Africa. “ Good G—d! (faid the one
day, as I was informed by the fervants) how
could you ever dream of fending this boy, the
~ very firft voyage, to fuch a horrid placé a8
Guinea, and in fuch an infernal employ 4s the
flave trade | Why; he'is altogether-unqualified

- G2 for
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~ for it; the delicacy of his conftitution, the
mildnefs of his temper, and the gentlenefs of
his nature, could never, ftand it.”—¢ Poh! Poh!
«{faid my coufin) the deyil 3 mildnefs or gentle-
' nefs is about him; he hae a’'d———d deal of
fpirit, I can affure you; ‘Why,. he quarrelled
with his fchoo/mafier the ather day for calling
him-a liar.” © And accordingly related the
whole circumftances of my fcholaftic rupture.
«There is" nothing in all you have .told me,
my dear Sir (faid the lady), that overturns what -
T at firft afferted; the boy has been brougl;t
up with a high fenfe of honour, and fires at-the
accufation of unworthinefs. But, my dear
Captain! the fame fpirit -that feels fo acutely,
and fpurns fo nobly at injuftice, will fink un-
der brutal oppreflion, and human mifery. -I
bave ftudied that boy minutely fince I have
been in your houfe ; and I repeat it again, that

his nature is gentle, humane, and .compaffion-
ate, to an extreme. It was but yeflerday (con-
tinued fhe) that I begged of him to read to me
the ftory of INkLE and Yarico, fo beauti-

: : fully

- e
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fully. teid: in ~the "Speldtor. *. Come, Charles;
faid I, you ate now .abouwr vilfing . places and
people where comwerce and -weakh’ are.the’
principal objets; "you: aught 2 fudy edrdy
evéry method to- benefit'yowr Fortvmel. ~‘The
fiory of ‘Iskl¢ and Harico vwild inftead youi
Readdt, :my deaty and:: tetl swmihdwi yod like
it. - ¥e inftaritly obeyed s add duting his reada
ing 1. whiched hisioguntenavte ; “which:indeed
indicited Rrongly the workihgs-ef tHofé pat
floris wdrich thes tiidble—adthor ieand to edt
cite. ‘When he cameiito-the . .contlufion;: he
fhut thie book ; and looking up in my face, with
his éyes fwimidingtin Yeavs,faid) «And.is it
by duch. leflons and ctamplesas théfe, Madari,
that you wiouid-hayesme: betreramy fovhune: &
~—And : why!mqt;: Charkés Hfaid-E fodcing - -
lsugh to comceal:imy-onotimis; - Tarsey teas of
a different tolour i and- blacks; pad kiroii, are
bowght. apd fdldoiduddricd andithg Wk Ins
dios like horfess andwoden. . -Adderm parfe, he
fighdd, and, in:the oft. brophate wiasiger} -
 faid,. ¢ Yo 3! andogrintherd; it Seoms, fam te
- T G3 make
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make my fortunr . Hic:firove to:conceal-his
emotions, which, howevér, fecmed to increafe;
and, making me a bow, abruptly left the room.
Indeed, my dear Captain, you muft not think
of fending him to Africa. Send him (faid- the,
taking him kindly by the hand), fend him to
the. Weft -Indies, ior. any where ‘bnt .to. thit
dreadful coaft of Guinea.”—« Well! Wellt
(faid the old gentleman, evercame by her per-
fuafive manner) he fba// go to the Weft Indies
then; but Pll he d——d if he \hltmake halé
adxpm:h ofnasthcothen.

R .A'rxw days afeer, Czpmn.H —- of the
- Ruby dined at my coufin’s, t0 whom I was
introduced as-my future: coirhander to Bafs«
serre, 81 Chriftopher’s. Thig:perferi¢who was
one of your gentlemen captainis, and:a man of
exccllent charafler) my' coufin‘pitched upen as
a kind of gdide and infttu&or during my con-
tibyance- on. board... § was .entered on the
fhip’s books an ordinary deaman ; but my birth
and mefs were ia thefteesage with the officers.
. s : If
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If 1 liked.'thefea after . my arrival id St Kitts,
E was to: cantipue dn board: the Ruby, and.be
advanced the next veyage; but in cafe I pre-
fersed flaying in the Weéfk Indies; .my.coufin
gave me letteys to feveral of his friends; and
our mutual-comneQlipns: in Bafsterze, among
‘whom wis his fon.. ¢ He is a 6lly focaking
little fellow (faid he; as he gave me the letter
for him); but he may be of fervice te you if
you wifhi to remain-in the country.”
Previo'vs to thefe final regulations, my fe. -
- male friend had left Briftol, with a view to pro-
cure for me, if poffible, an enfigney in the ar-
my; aline of life which, the perceived, I point-
ed at. This, however, fhc was ebliged care.
fully to conceal from .my coufin, 28 fhe well
knew his averfion to that profeflion. We had
many converfations together; all of which evine
ced a ftrong and unfeigned regard on her fide.
On the.evening of her departure, fhe took me
by the hand, and held the following fhort difs
courfe: ¢ My dear Charles! you are now a<
bouit entering on a boifterous and trying line
. ) Of
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of ife. [k do not think that mature has formed

you for it; biut I am confident, that the fpirit
aud fentiments you poffefs, will enable you to
bear up .fitmly, and even cheerfully, againt
the listle rubs and hardfhips infeparable from
the profeffion. 1 with 40 God it may be in
" my power to provide for you otherwife; amd if
any thing can be done, you may rely on my
exertions. In the mean. time, let nothing
efcape you' that may induce your coufin to fuwk
pet that you diflike your prefent deftination,
ar-that I propofed lookiug~ouo: for’ any ather.
You kuow he is your chief dirécor, to whom
you mmft look for futare. faccefs; ajto winfe
tempgr: and incliqations you oughi. to dedicate
youp wholée .aeention. He. isroughin his.manr.
ner, as moft.mén in his profeffion are ; bot he
is ftiendly, generous] and finoere, and has really
& great regard for you. I knew: mot.if I cver
fhall have the happinefs of focimg you again ; I
hope E fhallorbut in: cafe '§ fhoukdonet, you
nult. allow ime.to ledve you a fmall remems
brance of one who has been your advifer,:and
who will ever. be'your friend.”. Saying this,
while




CHARLES MABPHERSON, ESQ.  S¢

while the tears. Rarted it hbr eyés, the Mpt 2

green filk purfe into'wy hatid ;' and hurrying
out, ftepped m!o the: carfuge that vmted‘fot
ker at the gate. sk .

- My~ couﬁn, the’ C'ap!aih aécompamed
her as far as Bathy where fhe was to res
main fome duyy before fhe returned to Lon-

on. On his'coming hack; he looked flily a¢
me, and [aid, s Why,. boy F you are a'd—ad

. favourite with the women - already; ‘I don’t
know what the hell you'lt: be by-and bye. Mrs

(faid he, turning to his daughter) did
hardly any thing. all the way to Bath but talk
of that young dog there.. Did the: make you
any prefent, boy ”—s¢ Yes, Sir (faid I), the
did, and I am "altogether diftrefled at it”—
¢ Diftreffed (faid the old gentleman) at what "

"¢ Lard, Papa (fid Mifs. Patty), I never faw

fuch an unaccountable boy in my life!: Mrs
made him a prefent of her pi€ture fet
i gold, and twenty guineas in a green- filk

purfe, wrapped up in. one of the fweetefl letters
|
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I ever faw: and dg you' know, he- has been
quite miferable  on atceunt - of the mousy, net
withftanding her having - deligately. marked on
the envelope, ¢ For Sea Store. .He talks, for-
footh, of his honour ; fays he may never have
3R opportunity to yepay the.debt; confiders it
cherity ; and fays that. his father never would
forgive him,if he knew ha had agcepted a pre-
fent of mopeyifrgm any body.. ,I.d¢clare (con-
¢luded Mifs wish -a flist of ber:£4n) T have no
patience ;with -the sidiculous. pride of thefe
Scotchien.”’—<¢ Come, come, Mifs (faid the
old genﬂeman) give us none of your fing airs.
Ridiculous a8 this pride may appear to you, it
is 3 daeeud desl better than-meannefs. But
make yourfelf eafy, boys there is no occafron
to growl over this heavy obligation. It is only
_given as-2 mark of regard, man; it can never .
be confideted as charity, for you was in no
need of it.. [ am to £it you out, you dog; and
¥ thall do it-properly : But.what do you fay as
to the picture, Eh? Don’t you wifh to return
it likewife ?”—¢ No,, Sir (faid I with emotion),
' I
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¥ with to preferve it with my lifé ! T fhall
place it mext my heart, as the deareft token of
- the worth and goadnefs of ‘thegivcr;v'not would
I part with it for thouwfands!” = The -old boy
gvinned; thook his head, and: faid; 3¢ F1l be
d—d if you wont make rare work smong the
girls yet; orLam curfedly out in myteckonifig:¥

- Evenx thing being ready for my departure,
my coufin 1dok me into'his countitig-room, and,;
for the firft time, gavie ke the foRowing fetious
admonitieniy. +¢ New, wy boy, you muf raind
. your-hits, and- chefe lisnofear of ‘you. " Fhave
-put You with.agwar who will takie care:of you §
and who, on’ my account, wont allow yeu to
be ill ufed, : for :he ‘is: utr-intimate- friend of
mine; and a d—d five:follow. ‘T ddf't know
if youw will -like the féa s with you ‘may ; be:
caufe in that café we tan Ho fomething for you.
Hows’ever, don’t let this-canfinie-you to what
you ‘don’t like 5 fot’I have enidieavstred to get
a birth for you:in 9t Kit's ‘amotig our friends
there. Youwritd ad—«——n good hand, and
under-

[y
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underftand accounts  and book-keeping . very
well; fo that if you like a clerkihip, thers is ne
fear of your reyhaining long ‘without one. My
fon I have defired. to take fpecial care of you.
I imagine he will be happy to bave yot abgut
him ; he.is a filly trifling fellow, and you may
be qf fervice to him ;- fo,r although: he 1s good
ten years older, Il be curfed if he writes half
as good a hand, -or knows as much of book-
keeping as you do. But, ey dear boy Charles,
all depends,on youtfelf :-I only pist you-under
weigh; it tets with yoy how ‘and when you
get into port. , You muft be diligent, fmart;
and aftive.. -Keep good. company, my boy ;
and fteer clear of thefe infernat black b-—+—s.
i.ha,vc' givea you-a ventuse of cheefc; in réturn;
fend me.home fome good coffee. 1)’ye hear ?.
write to me ofteny, 3nd:let me know if you
want any thipg. - Ill not forget you, my boys
fchoalfgllow, your exggllqm fa;hcr I have.a
regard for. you-Charles.: .D—n my-blood if [
hav’n’t I”: ‘Saying this, he thook me by the
.- hand,
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band, with a. convulfive. affe&ion ;..and, as ¥
looked up in his.face, I perceived ail the rough
bluntnefs of this warm-hearted, honeft feaman,
foftened' and melted into tendernefs.” -

[Pl VI ST B SR

As to Mifs Patty, fhel experienced- no fuch
emotions. She received me with the utmoft
compofuré ; “and as the two maids ftood blub-
bering in the paffage; laughied heartily at them,
and even ‘chid them for ‘their ridiculous follyy
as'the 'was pleafed to term it. I had almoft
fosgot to-mention; that, a few days before my
departure; L received a letter from my London
behefa@refs; regretting, in the moft expreflive’
terms, . her_ inability to procure the'enfigncy,:
and pouring out her whole heart in prayers for:
my profperity. - Excellent mortal! it-was :the
laft favour I ever. received from -her.  "In lefy’
than 'a.twelvemonth after my arvivhlcin' the:
Weft Indies, I received from my father an ag.t
count.of .ber \dedth : a circamftarice which at:
that " time .affoed me fenfibly ; -and even-a¢»
this. moment, while I contemplate the benign-

" H ~ features
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featupes: of m piéturc wlhich, for thirsy yoass;
has litorally. beon ¢ next my Iwart, ¥ canmot
belp paying.a-tribute to-virtues which, in the
morn of life, wasched. over artlefs innocence;
and fmoothed the deftined path of trials to that-

of-cafe and tranguillitp I'

- On my, repairing: aboard the- Ruby.(which
was. 3, lettex -of marque), I.found that my, cowe
finhad made ample provifien for.my camfort.
Gaptaip Her—- likewifs: paid every sssention
K. could- heflqw, on ene whom it vwas negefla~
5. 4o imprefs: with-a, proper fenfe.ofl his:fiation..
‘Yndercolour.of my writing:fo fine. 2 hand, e
hads me: daily im. the cabin to keep:His.joun:
nali;-on-which oecaliens L genevally broakfafteds
with  him; and: the cabin-. piflengérs,; Eyvery
ogher, ipatk: of ..duty;. howevery bdlanging toi
the fhip, , I was phligc,d'. te perfovin- with the
refk of the: filoxs ;. wha. never. fhiled: tol crack
theinjobes on S myRraight headopbair', themos.
dgfty,of my demennaury and the dilicacyof my:

_cqniphkkian: Smcaring;- Bat! ki wag:muone fike »
-1 i ‘woman-:

EARS PO
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woman. thew sny thing clfo, and thit they

womid haxe me overhauled. I nevesthelefe

bose sheir gibes with good hemour, and.enters

- edinth all theirfea fun with theedfulnofs. My
_ mafé$mates, the {écond mate, chrpenser,.gunner,
sad . cooper, became fonder of me every doy
and boldly prognifiicated that, before the-end’
of the véyuge, I {hiould be us good & feamman a¥
¢ver ftepped between {iem and fiorn—But they
wereamiltaken! NaronE, infpite of a cheerd
ful temperand willing mind, fill recoiled from
foerics, whidh prefented Bothing-but & rugged
furface, and -an affociation rudle, Boifterous,
an& dbfeenc. -Shre ftiHl fighed (though unkhswn
to me) for the dukee otium -of Htératures for
thofe haunts of peacefulnefs and quiet, {o con-
genial x6: ¥ertain -minds; * dhofe MMbdiatidns
which offord iwit, : fentimene, and humourj
thofe - endearing intevcourfés which: infpire de
Reury, fenfibility, and Jove ! T-had, therefore,
o foomer arvived at $t Chriftopher’s, feen my
lintle coufin-on board, and received :a preffig
invitatien to'live with him, dhan I-lsft the Rue
7 Ha © byy
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by, and haftened.on fhore with-a tranfport not
to be defcribed On my repairing to his ftore,
I found affembled a number of thofe relations
to whom I had brought letters from the old
gentleman at Briftol 5 all of whom received me
with much affeion, 'and were pleafed to fay
fome very flattering - things of my appearance.
€ O¢h hoich! (faid an elderly Highland gentle.
man, who was a relation, and of the fame name)
Och hoich ! but he is like bis faither | It is now
wpwards of twenty years fince I faw the Cab-
tain—He was then the handfomeft man I ever
beheld. - Ithould have kent that.laddie to have
l}e,en zelated to the family of eweee—, had I met
bim on the tap of Brimftone hill,”. . -

a7

- I HAD not been long at St Chriftopher’s, till

I experienced the truth of the old gentleman’s
obfervations with refpeét to his fon’s charaer:
'Fo 30 extreme ‘ignorance in bufinefs, ‘he pofs
fefled an overweening vanity and congceit, which
“vejected all admonition ; the general attendants
of weak minds. - Joined to this, he was a {chemer

: : without

o'v_'
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withost & hoad o plati; antl 4 ‘projoftor;
without the power to bring his firojeéls. isy
to afion; and while he grafped eagerly at
every expedient, to accemilate wealthy ‘the im-

begility of -his intello&ls. eterninlly fubjathed ’

him to ‘vumecedory expences and difficultiess
30 extricate himfelf from which, he hsd often:
recourde to a fpecies of meannefs and injuiticn,

which procured him the meritnd contempt: and: -

cenfure of hbis fellow-citizens.  Withent out:
#dea relative to,gommerce or navkicil .opeve;
tions, this fivange, erenture peflefied 3:-kind of
rags for purchafiag old crazy veflclay or. fydk

98 wore out of repair, mercly om account .of @

-

bargoin. 'Thafe, while they dhaimell liok of -

- every 4hilling he- could. colie®; before they
sould - be pyt-inte ferviceshle condition; gu
nerally tyred eut e no aceolnt at the kudy
sad “while ‘this conftant bk péedieded ren
gnlar wemittances to his father, it fubjedted
him to. & multitude of aflions for the récos
my Df debts -intuireed nﬁﬂc fpt; whiclks,
K o M3 FIEE NS
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it may well be fuppofed, muft have addad confi-
derably to his embarrafiment.
. In about nine months after my atrival, he
found it neceflary to revifit Britain to appeafé

the old gentleman’s refentment, which, from

sepeated letters, feemed to be great. Prepa-

sing therefore, in the beft way he could, for.

an :interview which he dreaded exceedingly,

he addrefled me one day in private on the fub-

jo&y telling me, how much he had my intereft

at heart, and how much "he would fejoice at

my future profperity: That his mtentxonl

were to take me into partnerfhip ata pmper

period’; but that, previous to this ftep, it be-

came neceffary for him to go home, in order

40 procure a proper afloftment of goods for

market 3 and that, in the interim, it was high-

ly proger I fhould obtain a thorough knowledge

of bufinefs in that country, fo as to qualify my-

felf for executing my parton his return :- That

with this view, ke had luckily procured for me

a moft defirable fituation with a gentleman of

‘ Bafsterre,
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- Bafserfepswho "had lately cfablithicd Himf{clf
i dhe mydcamile o advantageotitly in Gual
daloupe, " whethes he had juft gone-to regulate
matters previous to the arrival of his wife and
family, who wére fhortly to follow: “That this
gentlemari-was éminent for ‘his knowledge and
abifitise is bufinefs; "underftood  the: French
language perfe@ly; and had: agreed to take
me for three years, with a falary of L. 70 the
firft year, to be increafed L. 10 annually, and
every thing elfe provided: That ‘on his (my
coufin’s) arrival in Briftol, he fhould make it
bis bufmefs to mention me in the moft favour-

- *ablé manmér to his father, to whom he advi-

fed'mie to-write ; and that, by the time I was
coverfant in- commercial tranfa&ions, he madc
Tittle doubt of obtaitiing his father’s coinfent’ to
my having a‘fhate in the bufinefs. All this
was -very ﬂattenng ;3 and, as it may well bé
imagined, very agreeable to'a youth of fiftetn}
who, independent of a ftrong propen'ﬁty to' fee
hew fcenes and new’ faces, 'naturally looked
forward to a fituation that ultlmately promifed

refpec
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refpediability. Kk was, however,.aq I afteti
wards experienced, nothing miexe than aifine
ftory, fabricated to plcafe, and to induce me
to write home favourably to the old genmtle-
man; who, it feems, had repeatedly £njoined
his fon, by letter, to pay every attension tb my
intereft ; and, rather than leave-me WWM .
to bring me home with him.

As foon as an opyortumty oﬂ%red, Iqmbtﬂb
¢ed on boa\-d of a {mall veflcl; which, after ba~
ving touched at Nevis, Mpptfesrat, St Vigy
écnt’g, .and Dominica, arrived at Parg Loni
Grandterre, the deftiped {fpot of, my. refidesce.
On repairing to Mr Penguin’s faoge (for that
was the -name of my employer), I found w tall,
thm, gentccl,, young man,: about the age of
mnty.four, writing, belund a ceuipter, in come
pany with another, who 3va€d fome years
younges, beth drefled in linen waifteoats and
halland ;pght-caps. Having announced myy
felf, Mr Penguin, with moye fupercilioufaefs, §
shonght, than cisiliey, faid, he way glad.to.fes

me
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me at laff, for that he had given me up for
loft. ¢ This is Mr Garvie (faid he) your fel-
low clerk, a particular friend of mine; he is
acquainted with the nature of my bufinefs here,
and will diret you how to a&. I am told you
write a fine hand; pray, was it in Scot/and you
Jearnt to write {”—*¢ Yes, Sir (faid I), it was

- there I received the principal part of my edu-

cation.”’——¢ O ho | (faid be, giving a fignifi-
cant look to Garvie) I belicve every body is well
educated: that comes from that country— Are
they not ?”-~¢ Lnever underftoed fo, Sir- (faid
1) : gentlemens fons generally are.”—¢ O, they
arc ? Eh ? and I fuppofe you are a-gentleman’s
fon——an’t you {”~¢¢] have always been taught
to think fo, Sir.”-—¢¢ Your fatheris a laird, ¥
fuppofe.” 'This elegant ftroke of wit and
good breeding, to a modeft youth, on his firft
appearance, produced an immoderate -laugh
from his Feiend Garvie 3 which encouraged Mr
Penguin to purfue his inquiries thust * So he
is not a laird ther ¢”—¢¢ No, Sir (faid I), my
father’s life has been .chicfly fpent in the

army.”
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army.”—< And he¢ finds it needflaty, I.{ops

pofe, to fend his fom from poverty ut home to

make 3 fortune, among his countrymen in the

Welk Indies i’~<¢ My coming to this cowntoy

‘was ne a of .my fathes, Birs it was my
coufin Captain —srseee in Briftol that seguia
ted that matter.”— Ayel aye! {faid shis pos
lite gantleman) your coufins, ant your coufins-
german, your uncles, ‘your:aunts, ‘and all the
tribe of ncody sdventurars. beyond- the Twend,
will land in thisdeyoted conntry at lnfti. D-—n
my blood | if I don’t ‘helieve that, in Isfs thaty
twenty years, Scotthmen will roet -ent every
other inbabitant in the Weft Indiesd” So fays
ing, be deft ithe. owe. to tranfalt fome secedary
bufinely abrosd, -ltaving me itiprefad with mo
tary fawoursble badings of mye.fdmre oomfpnl
wikh ﬁxth an cmpbyet.

Ganvxs (wlmam 3 gvodghmd p'hzﬁni
lsaghing fellow) -took. aniiinmndigte opportu.
mity to apologife . for Mr Pongnih’s rudenefs,
mdtordcw me from-a confufion .and fur-

prife
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. prife. which, I dare fay, sy countendnod ftrongs
- ly indicated.- ¢ ‘¥ou mift not:be'hurt at Ms
Pengnin’s behaviour: (faid he). He likesz joke,
and fometimes carries 'it: top. faw; but Ibelieve,
on the whale, <l praceedsc moreifrom a:delign
to try peoplds- temper than from: any thing
elfe: "Elis trues:fic hates your countrymen, ag
the greatefb padti of 'us Weft Indians do; and
it is nat. omce o twice; but repeatedly, that he
has got himfelf iuto. aukward predicaments
from . his: talkivg- too( freely. of their pouerty,
pridey cunning,: and fawning- fervitity. You
mufl lay’ your -aécount with receiving rubs
daily: e, I flatéer myfélf, you will think no-
thing of it;' for dépend” or it,’ that the more
you- feem: to feel; ‘the ‘mére’ you will' receive.
Myr Penguin’s- temper is fir' from' beinlg* good';
16 i¢'both paffienate and revengeful: and you
know, finee people-are obliged to live togetHer,
as we do, it is better to wink at a number of
shinige than quavrel. "With- all his faults, he
is friendly; and whete he takés an ét'rachmt:n-t,"
will: gq-'great lengdis- to ferve—even a Scotch-

mane.
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man. He bas got a fweet! young woman for
a wife; to.whom he has beea inarried about a
twelvemonth. He is fond - of ‘her to diftrac-
tion ; and /b jealous, that 2 man can hardly fay
or do a civil thing to. her but he is feized with
a kind of madnefs. . . He will be jealous of you
(faid Garvie laughing), as fure.'as death.”—
e Jealous of me! (faid I, blufhing exceflively)

what fhould make him jealous of me, pray ¢
Why I don’t know (faid Garvie flyly); that
pretty blooming face of yours ought to do exe~
cution among the ladies; and. Penguin, is jea-
lous of all handfome fellows. . ..But I muft
make you acquainted with fome of oyr French
girls., They will "clxarqri_:yqu with . their yiva-
city, and foon cure you of that blufhing mo-
defty of yours. You can’t conceive how en-
gaging they are : they are as {uperior to our St
Kitt’s girls as a mulatto wench is to a negrefs.

Twars fhort hiftory, which Garvie gave nie,
of a man with whom I was likely to live for
fome years, was of fome fervice. Ieafily fore-

faw
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* faw that I had a difficult game to play, and

confequently that much would depend on my
own conduct; that an unremittiug attention
to bufinefs, and a cheerful cempliance with

- what was my duty, were the moft likely means

0 acquire a proficiency in the profefion of a
merchant, and, at the fame time, prevent any
afperity or harfhnefs from a perfon of Mr Pen.
guin’s temper. 1 therefore determined togive
clofe application; and as nothing was more
efential thar a knowledge of the l:mguage ge-
nerally fpoken by the inhabitants of the ifland,
my firft ambition -was to make myfelf mafter

- of the French tongue as quickly as poffible.

In about three mouths Mrs Penguin ar-
rived from St Chriftopher’s, where fhe had
been detained om account of the delivery of
her firk born. This young woman was not

‘above fixteen when fhe married, and notwith-

ftanding her Creolian carriage and wan com-.
plexion, might be accounted handfome. She,
indeed, like moft of the Weft Indian ladieg,

' 1 . who
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who have ot received the advantages of 2 home
education, was extremely ignorant and defici-
ent in polite accomplithments ; but, to a great
fweetnefs of . difpofition, there was joined a cer-
tain foft expreffive languor, fo peculiar to the
female inhdbitants of thefe climes, which rea-
dered ler not only interefling, but attraltive:

A suorT time after her arrival, I was feized
with one of thofe fevers that are incident to the
climate, and which had very nearly carried mé
‘off. During my illnefs and recovery, the attend-
‘ed me with a care and tendernefs which couid
not fail to produce gratitude on my part; al-
though I eafily perceived it occafioned very
different fenfations in her hufband. One day ag’
fhe fat on the fide of my bed, and adminifter-

. ed fome cordial, which fhe had prepared her-
. feH, Mr Penguin fuddenly came'into the room,
-and, with one of his dreadful looks of dark re-
~ 'venge, ordered her immediately to get up. Uponh
-their retiring to the adjoining room, I could dif-
#inétly overhear him reprehend her tharply for
dedicating
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dedicating fo much of her time to my recovery;
concluding with a ¢ G—d d—n me, Madam |
has he not a do&or to attend him? Whatthe
devil bufinefs have you with him ?”—¢ Good
God! Mr Penguin (faid this good ereatuse),
how can yeu talk fol would you have me allow
the poor young maa to perifh for want of fuls
tenance!—The doftor has ordered fuch and;
fuch nourithment for him; would it not be bar-
barous in me not tp adminiker it, and do eyery
thing in my power - to zgcover a. fellpw-crea=
ture, jult faatched from the brink of the grave s
ftill more, ouec whom all the tewn feem intgn;
tefted about, and whom,. for gentlensls aud,
fweetnefy of difpefition’—5¢ Dn your fweety;
nefs and gentlenels (exclaimed: this teador- huls
band in a rage), if you talk asy fuch ftw
to me againy, by G—d I'll break your neck 1
Saying this, he flung out of the room, leaving
me totally confounded at a language which I;
conceived impoilible to efcape from .one whom,
the world called a kind and an affe@ionate:
bufband. ' o :
12 In

ol oo

op74ain A
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In about an hour after, Mrs Pénguin came
into my room, and, feating herfelf by me, kind-
}y enquired after my health, and propofed fome
more nourifhment. 1 perceived, by her eyes,
that fhe had been in tears; and dreading a fe-
. ¢ond vifit from her tyrant, I, with as much
cagernefs as my languid ftate would - permit;
begged of her not: to give herfelf fo much
trouble on my account. ¢ The Negroes (faid
¥); Madam, arc fuficiently qualified to attend
me. I am greatly better; nor is there the
leaft occafion for a continuance of that kind
attention, which I fhall ever remember with
gratitude.” The emotion” with ‘which I ut-
tered this addrefs, convinced her that 1 was no
" firanger to what had juft paffed between her
and her hutband. ¢ You have heard, then,
what paffed in the next room (faid fhe, with a
moft affliéted look). But I don’t care ; he fhall
never make me inhueman, let him do what he
will. He can but beat me ; and that (faid {he,.
with a deep figh) is nething new.”

AETER
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. ArTER fhe was gone, I was. ruminating on-
the ftrange paradox of & fund kufband beating-
&is wife, when Garvie, who never failed to
come and fit an hour or two with me after
the ftore was fhut, entered- the room, and be-
gan to-talk about the occurrences of the day.
In the courfe of our converfation, I took an.
. opportunity. to relate what had paffed between
‘Mr and Mrs Penguin,.and to enquire if he hag:
gver heard of: the ciroumftance which at-that-
time filled me with fo much aftonifhment. He-
aufwered in the negative, and feemed extreme-
Jy fhocked at my. information: ¢ But did not
Ftell you (faid he) that Renguim would be jea.-
Jous-of you?: I'knew it; by heavens!- (conti-
.nued he, rubbing his hands and laughing im-
moderately): Why, man, all thisshas proceed~
«od from nothing butRark-fiaring mad ;;aloufj :
By Jove, you are a pretty fellow, an’t you? to
breed fuch a difturbance between man and:
.wife. 'We fhall have rare work.by. and bye,.
J{ee that. You and Penguin, Ifuppofe, as foon.
38 you. are able. to hold a piftol, will be fight-
L3, ing.
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ing a duel.”—¢ This is a very diverting fub-
je& (faid 1, Mr Garvie, gravely); but I thould
be glad to know what it is you really mean ?
Fealous ! (exclaimed I) Of whom ? of 2 poor
fick emaciated creature, juft efcaped from the
jaws of death ? Is that an objet of jealoufy 2*
—¢¢ 0, I don’t mean (faid Garvie) that Pen~
guin is abfolutely born mad ; but he is fo fond
of that woman——"—¢ That he deats ber”
(faid I).—¢ Well } be that as it may (faid Gar-
vie), he is fo ford of her-and of his dear felf,.
that he cannot bear to fee her beftow the
fmalleft marks of kindnefs or attention on any
other man. . Now, you are fuch a curfed fa-
vourite with the women———"—s¢ Poh! Poht
Garvic (faid I), have done with your -nom-
fenfe.”—s O, you are devilith fly, Mr Mac-
pherfon; but for all your pretended modefty,
you know it as well as X.  Pray, Sir (faid he,
with a very fignificant look), how many mef-
fages have you had to:day inquiring after your
health ”—s¢ Why, feveral (faid }). There is
furely nothing in that? Is it not natural. for
ncighbours




CHARLES MACPHEKSON, Esq. ~ Yo%
'néiglifmurs to inquire after the recovery of oie
who has been fo dangerouffy iHl ?”—¢ Yes{
yes! (faid Garvie) and itis yery natural, too,
for young ladies to write billets doux fo young
gentlemen they are fond-of. That muft have
been 2 very fweet one from Madamoifelle An-
“toinnette ? Eh ?  Nay, there is no occafion to
bluth, Mac: fhe is really a fweet girl; and, I
believe, loves you as much as ever a French wo-
man loved an Englithman.’ So faying he left
me to pafs one of the moft difagrecable nights
¥ cver expericnced. .

ey

- Mz Pencuin, who commonly fpent- his
evenings in the tavern ‘phying for 'mips of
punch at backgammon; did tiot return “till after
. the ufual time of fuppef: 'Mrs’ “Penguifi hiad
‘igain vifited me before Fwent to reft; and; ac-
‘cording o invariable cnﬁom, ‘had" given me
fome fago or panado with her ewn Hands. X
had dropt i into & refrefhing ﬂ‘eep, ‘when I was
awakened by repeated fhricks frem Mts Pen-
guin’s chamber ; which, in a fhort mne, ended
in
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in groans, fobs, and lamentations. = As the:
room was feparated from mine only by a thigs
deal partition, I could diftinétly hear Penguin:
fay, with a kind of fmothered rage, « Hold:
your tongue, d—n you!—hold your tongue,.
er I'll murder you.” I never remember to have-
Jhad my feclings more completely awakened ;.
and had the fhricka continued, I firmly believe,.
weak a3 k was, I fhould have ftarted from my:
fickbed, and rufhed into Mrs Penguin’s chzun;—
‘b&' .

Tas pertutbation of my mind kept me-
awake till near moring,. when wearied nature:
{unk inte a:flamber ; in which I continued till:
an-old Negro woman (inftead of Mrs\Pcugum);
came into my room with breakfaft.. «-How-
does your mifitefs do,. Hannah” (aid. I) 2
¢ Bad enough, Mafla; bad enough.”-—¢ thr;;
i8 the” (faid I) 2—¢¢ In ha bed, Maﬂ'a Heh !
Some you Bocera:bad t0o mych. Dem de talk.
of poor-Nega (muttered the ald lady to her--
felf ). Damme | Bocera worfe na Nega ! Black:

-mans
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“man no pinch kin fo. Pinch te—eme—:
Shaw ! (exclaimed old Hannah, fpitting as fhe
went out) De dam fhame } Bocm no good I
* Tr was eafy to gather from' Hannah’s hints
and exclamations what pretty work had taken
_ place the préceding nighf. The gentlemam,
according to cuftomn after thefe no&@urnal ex-
'ploiis, had rode into the country, urider the
“pretence of coﬂc&mg outftanding debts ; for
when the fury of his paffions ﬁxBﬁded he Was
always ready to cut his throat in the morning 3
and fo athamed of his condudt, as to be unable
 to look the poor injured vi€tim of hls barba-
ny in the face. About nobn ‘Mrs Penguin
got up ; and entering my chamber, in a faint
voice afked kindly after my health, and how
had flept dufing the night. « It has been the
worft: nigh‘t I have experienced for a long
time” (faid 1).—% I aim heartily forry for it*
¢faid the). I have not had a good one myfelf.”’
—% Neo, I believe not, Madam (faid 1); and
the badnels of yours has been the canfe of

mine.”
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mine.”—¢ God blefs me! But you could mot
but hear me (faid the poor girl, recolle@ing
herfelf ). Yet I could not help it, otherwifg
1 am fure I would not have difturbed you for

the whole world.”—¢ Your difturbing me .

from a few hours reft (faid I), Mrs Penguin,

was nothing, compared with the horror I felt

at hearing your diftrefs; had. it continued
longer, I certainly, weak as I am,. would have
attempted fomething defperate to haze relis
ved you”—s For Ged Almighty’s {ake, my
dear young friend (faid fhe, feating herfelf by
me, and feizing my hapd with cvident emo«
tion), make no fuch attempts asthefe ! Mg
Penguin is & very extraordinary man; asd,
with all his unhappy temper, loves me to difa
tration. It is this love, which indeed fomet:mcs
borders on madnefs, that prompts him to ufe
me fo unkindly. Come (faid _the, with a lane
guid fmile), I will keep fram you no longex
what it is impoffible to conceal from any pers
fon who lives in the fume houfe with us. Mz
Penguin is jealous of every mortal to whom §

R |
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fhew the leatt attention; he wants to engrofs the
whole to himfelf: and fo extremely unreafonable
and childith is he in this refpet, that even the
little attentions T have fhiown to you on a fickbed,
have not only offended, but enraged him. You,
I believe, overheard what pafled between us
yefterday afternoon ; and laft night, on his re-
turning from the tavern, and going to bed, he
renewed a fubje@, which I could not hear
with patience. We had fome converfation,
which it is needlefs to relate, the confequence
of which was what you heard.”

Every day adding to the re-eftablifhment
of my health, I was in a fhort time enabled to
vifit my French friends, who all feemed to re-
‘joice at feeing me abroad again. Madamoifelle
Antoinnette, whe, to ufe Mr Garvie’s expref-
fion, was really a fweet girl, received me with
"apparent fatisfation, although, I thought, with
lefs livelimefs than ufual. A tranfient bluth
paffed acrofs her face as fhe gave me her hand,
‘faying, with a fmile of infinite {weetnef,
) ¢ Nous
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<« Nous fommes beureux de uveus wvoir en vie
encore, Monfieur. We never expeited to have
feen you again : the accounts we received were
truly alarming ; and you know, Monfieur, it
was natural for friends and neighbours, fuch
as us, to think often of you.. My mother,
poo.r foul, who loves you as her own fon, could
not allow one day to pafs without enquiring
after you. Mais, mon Dieu ! ({aid fhe, looking
in my face) quelle change ! vos rofes, Monfieur,
kmt touts evanmouis "—¢ They will foon re~
turn (faid I), Madamoifelle. A few weeks of
your funfhine will make them blow again.”
Her mother then joining ws, inquired parti-
cularly after the ftate of my health, and advi-
fed me ftrongly to go for fome weeks to the
country. 4 Tu ¢ff micux fans deute (faid the,
‘with a tender folicitude) ; mais, mon cher en-
Jant ! tu eft tres foible ! The heats of the town
-are tao great for a fpee&y recovery ; it muft be
‘the refrething breezes of the mountains that
muft brace you up, and re-cftablith your health .
effetually. 'We go to our country-houfe in a
) day
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day-or two (continued:fhe); and I.am fure I-.
need not tell Monfieur that it is-at all times”
open for him. - Come (faid fhe; taking my:
hand), what fay you, my young friend ¢ I will
fpeak, to Monficur Penguin myfelf; who, I am-
fure;. cannot ;refufe fo. reafonable a requeft.:
Perhaps (added fthe) Madame. Penghin. would”
have no_objection to accompany; yon.. Do you:
think_ the -would, Monfieur ?”. .I know " sot’
whether. it proseeded -from ‘3 flynefs which I:
thought I .perceived.in ‘Madame Bellanger’s:
lpak pafheput the lak gueftion ; -or: from the
recent. domefic events:which had: agitated ouvr’
fangily ;- or from’ the brogd. grim that played on.
- Garvie’s countenangs; ot.iall thefe circume’
ftances conjoined ;—but I felt the blood mount
up to my vtheeks: and.fo completely-difcompo-
fed wias my:minpd, that 2 manifelt confufion ac.*
cpinparied all my.werds apd aions. - Made-:
naoi fellel rroingettewhio oblerved evérychange :
with the-eye of ar.hawk, feeciied not  litthe
difcompofett/on het- past . . Mbn Dizn? (ex- -
claizhed the) why, ‘Monficur, pour rofes feem:
. b K to
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tb veturn without any fenfhine at ab.” Gyee
wig’a long and immoderato. Jaugh gave me time
to weoollof: popfelf b far as to cbferve, thae-
Madame Bellanger's extoeme gaodnefs had afe-
_ fofked me fenlibly, and was a. circumftance:
the moft agrecable to me that could poflibly:
“happen. I felt.myfelf doubly called upgn: to
roturn her my graseful acknowledgments—.":
st Which circumftance do you mean, Mon.
fieur {{aid the Jively Antoinuetre), that of going'
to the country, or Matame Penpuins scobivie
pasying. you i ~st Upon my foyl (faid I),
Nodemoifelle Antoinnette, it is aftonithing ter
me how you can poflibly afk the quaftien.
Gy peutstre I (faid Antoinuette).

-dg -our. way home, I queftioned Garvie ag
to hishaving blabbed any thifyg relative to Pen-.
guin's-late conduct ; who deglared pofitively;
that notthe fmalieR circomftace had tranft
pived through him. ¢.And what made you:
laugh fasidiculoutly (faid I) -~ Why, gt your
ceuntenance (faid Garvic), which, ¢uiing Ma-

i dame
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dame Bellinger’s addrefi, underwent changes,
which, to me who underllood the caufe,
was -truly ludicrous. But, by heavens! Mc
Mac (faidAc), you have awakened fufpicions
in":Mademoifelle Auntoinnette | Should: you
go to: the country, and ¢hould Mr Pengwin
agred to 'his wife’s acoompanying you (whick
I'confefs I do mot expe@)y I'll be hanged if
Mademoifelle does aot watch you, my boy I**
<~%.3he may wakch as much as the pleafes

(faid 1), fhe can dete® nothing. Butdo you -

think Mr Penguin will agree to my going "
<« He cannot reafonably refufe i (faid Garvic),
othierwile I have no doubt of his denial; for
heis & firange anfecling fellow, and fickens at
owery uttention paid to-any but himfelf—But
we¢ fhall foon fec: Madame Bellanger wilt wait-
o him to.merrow, and, I have ne doubt, will
plead her caufe powerfully.™. ’

During the remaining part of the evening

T took an opportunity to open the country jaunt’

to Mrs Penguin, who feemed delighted with:
K2 the .
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" 6gh); far removed from the kind attentions

"A [ : M&w‘&s .pr [ T

pavvre gargon! . En verité, MonGeny Rengulny
il faut envoyer ce jenne homme 3 la campagne
pour quelque tems. - It is impoffible he can raq
cover in this burning oven; fome weeks in
the country would .effeGually reftore him.”—
 Some wecks in the country, Madame ! (ex«
claimed Penguin, with a ftare) upon my ho-
nour you ladies have a pretty method of difpo-
fing of our fick young men. Do you really
think (faid he, laughing at the extraordinary
requeft), do you really think that we have no-
shing elfe to do with our clerks, Madame, than
to fend them fcimpering into the country for
weeks together every time they are feized with
a Guadaloupe fever i”—s¢ Fie! fic! Monfieur
Penguin, fic! fic ! (faid the good woman, with
emdtipn) -how can. you talkk in. this.unfecling
manner? A young creature juft efcaped from:
the grave, and reduced -to a mere. fpeiee, not
to reccive every aflitance to eftablith his raeo-.
very that the place can afford! He is-ina
fixange land, pauvre enfant, (faid fhe, with a

and
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and paréntal care of thofe whom'he has loft be-
hind, Mutft ke therefore fuffer in a land of ftrana;

gers for want of proper afliftance ! Non, Mon.:

Geur; nous forumes Frangois et Jans dente foutent
vos ennemis.:iBut we-are not the enemies,.
Monfiethr;: (6f: the afflifked, the weak, or the
braken hearted.” .. The.docbor -at-this nhemeént
coming,in, the matter wasifoon determindd in.
my favour, -% Very well (faid,- Penguin, withy

- a fusly confent), fipge you think, -Roctar, thae

the country air is {0 gy neceffary,. I have¢ na
objetion to. his -trying. it for 2 week. . Bun
where is heta, go, Madame 2”—¢ Ghez moiy
Mohﬁgu_r-,(ﬁid the eagerly, taking him by the
band, and thagking him- for his acquielgence)x
to my.houfe % la Cacya ; Mais ou ot Madame
TPengyin 2.1 have pot feen. hes for a long time 3,
I mnft haye & litt)e., chit-chat with- her,before
L go to. the countyy, for I:fhall not) pesurn
foon”. .3.9 ',faying.) l’ﬂfgui,n hunded et i

_ ais, leaving ma;aet 2 littly, dalighted (with

the i of her mgﬁﬁirtﬁ&w TR (S ]
Lag puo. e st ety ot el Teavned

BE#)

_— . Mapaue

s
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Madame BELLANGER -contitued sbove:
aa hour with Mrs Penguin ; and in pafling.
through the ftore, on her departure, waved her
hand to me, haftily faying, % La; wout.ef regle.
Soyez pret; mon enfant, demhin d.dix heure
de matin.® Antoinnette allowed Mz Penguin
to hand her mether avrofs the Rboet-before the
left the Rese ;- and tripping up to the counter
whore.§ was, with much archnefs whifpered,
o E¢ Madame Pengiin nous acosmpigne. . Bh*
Ous fist vis tafés aajdmﬁd‘?" Bo fayirg, fhe
run off Regity aé- iy Terprife 5 for sltov
gothes, I' Betieve, -unmixed - with thie rofes.
@ Chiwrting girk (faid Gaevie) ! Carfeaive, Mac,

i 1:8on’t #ovy you ! - This jaunt -to ilie coun
fry i0 worth iRy fevers. But hang meif ¥
2n- #ot dtnong you-nekit Sunday, if - horfy 4
fivede; -of sn afs, id-te-be produred iy the phce
* But, Goed God | (intervapted Ty itpofdbld
Mrs Punguin I8 to go sk Q, 1y} (fild Garvie)
#isall » hyenoof Madeénibiftfics ito: tryyoud
countenance.” VY- Had': 6 ththe for Ty
converfation. Penguin entered the ftore; and,

I SN from

i
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fram the finiles’that' played ofi his -dark browy
it was evident: that ﬁ)mcthmg had glven him
plea{urc. ., .o

: AT dxnner nmhmg aterial paﬁ'cd but at
fupper’ ewéry thing :went on with uriufual ats
tention and affeétion on Pénguin’s part:: ¢ You
will "pafy < your: ‘firhe: moft ‘agrecably in~the
country; -my lové,~for: a féw days” {faid he)s
The-Frehch; with:all it fuusiced infiriceritf)
afeditentive snd politetoa fdulty and:Madama
Bellanger is x wonman bfi the Gift bresiling sind
fathioni, - I believe;- if -ever a Frenthwoman
bad trich and:wordh; fhe hiis both.”w-§he iy
indetd *s thertriing creature. (faid- Miui:Pend
guinyy-and feems to poflels- the 4tt bf pléafing
every body. fhe converfes with!’s% Yex {foid
Penguin),: the-has the happieft way of dompliz
mdnting. I-think, !nver mpt ﬂith. Sﬁe‘paid
me fo many-to-day, my dear,’on acgowrit of
my affedtions as'a-hiifhand. and  a.father; and
tolh’ fo many anecdotes of ‘what "the Frewch
ladies - faid of me, that I' was almoft out

- ,..1‘ . of
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of countenance.” (I wonder, thought I to my.
felf, that you are mot fo at this moment.)
¢ But don’t you learn any of their abominable
nafty French cuftoms (continued he). With
all their politentfs and fufs, they are in many
refpeis thockingly difgufting.”— Lord ! (faid
Mrs Penguin) in what, my. dear "t O, in
a humber of inflances (faid Penguin). What
do you think of their curfed levements ? By
G—d|! it is cnough ‘te turn'an Englifimaa’s
fiomach to walk ¢he ftreets of this town a Ettle
before dinnet time, ‘and foe-every window ors
nsmentdd withw Negro wench Bourithing a
pipe ;. which, we all kndw, fhe is preparing for
her iiftréfs.  But-why thould I talk of Negro
gitls? (féid Penguin) when the very miftrely
herfelf wilt defcend from her bedchamber 2
few minutes before fhe Gts down to table, and,
in the kearing of ull her guéfts, wert they five
Rumdred, expatiste on the ‘veoluefs and coms
fort fhe experiences from her having jutt taken
3 Mvement.”—<¢ And pray, my dear (faid Mrs
Penguin, with infinite fimplicity), what is »

lave-
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kuement 7~ O, by heavens | you will foony
know that ({aid - her hufbend), before yon: arel
forty-cight hours is Madame Rellanger’s houfe«
Bat, independemt of thefe cnfons (contiguad
_this hasest of Frerich manners)y: the behaviows
of the women,. particularly. the  marsied .ogesy
_befare mes, is icandaleus to & degvee. - | have
feon fuch, liberfies permitsed, aad have: hpwnb
fuch indeoent doubde entendses uttered by thofey
polite ladics,: asiwould hawe . difgrated . kepts
wiftvefs. - kdow’t. indeed belicwn that dhey:ase:
ag bad they appear 10 be:; butt, in the eyc.of an
Englithman, their behaviour refembles more;
that of proftitutes than.of modeft women. Yeu
mindt tike care of yourielf} yophyg. gemtloman:
(faid he, tursles ta mg)3 e French. glals wilt:
catgupt that modefby 'of yeurs, elfg—"—% §.
hawe perceived nothing 'hithetto -to alatni me;!
Sor. ¢faid I). : ‘The Fronch wemen arc indeed
Limely, bus 1 have! foen nothing that borders on:
indecenop’twe. No 7 then-you have feen very!
liatle of thers imdged. - But you muft not-deaw-
conclufions from a Mademwifelle: Antoinnette,
who
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who. is certainly an-exception.” -Befides (faid
ke, giving. a figrificant look'td-Garvis), “gidls

in Jowe are not fo apt to be forward when. in

Gompany with thofe ‘they admire.” . Till the,
age of -thirty and upwards, I. was fo incapable
of . pecferving ‘the :lealt comamnd .of. countes:
namce; when any thing afch:was faid to: ome ini
compiny, that the moft trifling hint, ‘actom.:
panied by a langh at my expenice; woild im-:
mediascly light up my face into:a flame. : Aa;
alarm void of guilt, a.fkring thise-cohtinued to:
vibrate.sat- the gentlelt touch, eterpally difcom
pofed me, even -in the hour of pleafure; and,i
from time te time, dafhed :the cup of happi.:
nefs from my lip.. It is therefore abmodt nded-:
lefs to mention;that.Penguin’s eblervation and

lgok, accompanicd .with.Garvics. loui lqughy.
threw, me intp utter confulion.. I was forvex..
ed, however, at-the circunitancé, that L.could-.
not avgid faying, rather zartly, ps § vefe from:
table, < This is fame.of M Larvic’s nonfente;:
l[upyofg 5 . who:pretands :o,flentme iwhat hei
bpdy elfe\can o lna T S e

Br
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By the appointed time, next morning, Ma-
dame Bellanger's carriage and.fervants attend-
ed to carry Mrs Penguin, her child, and me,

“to the country; and fo attentive was this po-
lite and truly humane woman, that fhe infifted
‘on /e pauvre malade taking the vacant feat in
the carriage, ‘on account of the heat, while the

. -and her daughter procéeded - on' horfeback to

-fa Cache. 'This delightful fpot was about ten
miles diftant from Port Louis, and fituated the '
.moft advantageouily for the full enjoyment of
- the beautiful, the romantic, and the fublime.
‘But as it may not be improper to fay fome-
‘thing of the proprietors, before we proceed to
a defcription of the property, I fhall take the
liberty to give a thort hiftory of Madame Bel-
langer, her family, and. conneions;  which,
during our refidence at la Cache, I had from her
own mouth. o ' :

ONE cvening, as we were all {eated on the
_-floping bank of a plantain'walk, enjoying the
refrefhing coolnefs of the fhade, and liftening

' L " to
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<orthe wilnghnifeam .of 4afé, bind; and: diftant
Suboer, e cortverfation accidefrtal by turhedrone
<omipasifin Hetwedn Eurgpors and #598. hadiom
eenety. Whe abfence of'the forwent heats of
fehte-tuy; ¥hesgbateful retum of the land breezs,
which begun ‘toinduldte gently the deavas -of
thie waving phintdini; - thoamusmur of the firesim

mimte of -te various (fyisive, -which fponta-
“sfecufly shiumg cchifbering “sround ras=e-all con-
pirexd o difptife thie mind ito-enjoy :the ficne,
-l produoe amcevloginm -omthe fuperior-beau-
<ies'df w wwopioal lamdicage. dn:the midik &f
aghefe enconriume, ‘Madmtre Bellanger, afterlia-
~ing liftenall fome time, Sghell, amd with mose
-@rttotion :thidn faally iateompanied deer imild-
xefs of demesansur, exphuimed, << o/ e chege
Ritrie! O-oiydear country! when, when fhdll
- T behold you again!” The nature and man-
ner of this unexpefted exclamation, naturally
«dreftell ‘vur sttention, ;and imduced - us:-toren-
~quircinto:thegaufe. ««My dear chiliiren: (fakd
ﬁe), youdsave ‘been admiring ‘the beattics-of
© prefent
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prefnt: objects;. while | haye hesw: muminating:
onthofa that are gene.  The days which.thody
a-funihine on youthful: picafbses: hase loagl
fince pafled. away; and. shofn whoi 3dded a
charm to every enjoyment are now mingled
with the duft! Our prefent fituation naturally
recalled to my mind a tnmaim ofi circumftances,
which I have km& e,ndgavon;cd to fqrget ; for
a life chequered with a variety of thades yields
iatle pleafure on.refledtion.: A woman: wmi-
¢édb of foity, Madame Beaguin. (fid fthe with.a:

- fmile)). expetisncos - little confolation: om 2.1en .
tyolpody of palt ‘cucnts, when every min of gab.*
lantry pradfod hor beawty, and overy wornan of
fhihion coustad hes fmiliess” ¢ Eowd ! 'my deav :
Damma {faid. Aptoinnegte) . you have often
-peomifed to.gratifpt my curiefity by recounting
the mofb material: ciccumfbances of yousr life;
Fhe. puefent opportunity: ia nioft favourable.

- Do, pray, indulge me. Monfiout and Madame, 1
1 am fuze, will take it kind.”4If a2 vasietpof -
uafortunate eveats, interefling only-to the pere 1
fon who. experienged. them, can. .afford . any

A L2 pleafure
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pleafure on reeital (faid Madame Bellanger),
you are heartily welcome to them s and fince
I; am convinced they cannot fail to yield ix-.
ﬁnﬂmx I will not wnth!xold them.”

—.;-
THR HISTORY OF

MADAME BELLANGER.

-THr early part of my life I need not
tsouble you with. As the only daughter of-
the Count de Veaeesws, I received an: educas’
tidn fuited to the rank of an old ‘and an illuf--
trious family ; and. at the agé .of éighteen:was!
accounted ' (with:whit juftice 1 thall not fiy)
onie of the moft accomplifhed young women of .
my time,  About this peyiod, a crowd of fuit.:
ors, while they teazed me with their profeflions -
ofdove, flaiteied my vanity with theif afidui- °
tigs:: 'Wé ‘all: lave . attention, -Madange <Pen<. -
gliny and whike our hearts remiin- infenfible .
totender imprefiions, they fill leap ‘and. flit«
teyrto 'thé fomnd of conquefls - For mj:vowu ;

Lo B pait,
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pare, X fecely-eonfafs, sthatduring shrec:-1easg
xehdence amongshe mok falhionable cissisyin
Buis, Seaperienesd. nowing b the Jokaef
admirasion. ands notwithlipading the ioink fon
Ligications: ok may: fashor and mathas- 1o acsERY
of fome: veiy adneniaganny offarss L eonymned
te 1pp3 every propefl- of martiage Sill-wg
awited die meopalis entirsly; and setived ep-
m«lns angd m»& mm&;@mm- t

1 . ;

HE3h, .hwm. A ‘“\‘ﬁr 9& WG&M
alm. whish ¥ faecr e maY NCRIN®. tR DFOr
vaunee the, el favanreble to Greng e Iy
ting. irpuofions . Thexe -is fperrhing in tig
ety air of vural yetisement : that dipoalse the
miod.to vele@ion.  The inceffant whisl of sitg
Imadementy. where: overy thing sationay fony
Ghles and caemplasy,. yiclds. ta 3 giddynaod Haa
thinking sniapment, farmsa kindrof mental
gant, or fbantially infirnQiveycan sxif, Tog
prefans and idsase M light SbRanceny. £oR
tinpally Gostin #iz  aad Aniths bresge of f»ﬂ}’h

. L3

.
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or the gult of diffipation arrives, fluttér and
difpetfc, unnoticed and uncolls@ed. In the
eaum'y on the contrary, every--obje& tends
o infpire the mind with folemn mubng, and
¥atiomal delight. The fucceflion of feafons na
furally reminds us of human life the moft im-
portant and fetious obje® of our cbncern.
The varied and fucceeding charms of nature
gecal to our conftant remembrance the power,
beneficence, and wifdom, of Hiu, whofe hand
fcatters foch beauty and plenty around: us,
When Spring burfts forth-in bloffoms and in
verdure, what proper mind feels not the im-
prefion of Yourn’s gay morn? ‘When Sum-
sser, cloathed in bet- umbragcom foréfts, gives
fhelter-and’ fecrecy to her woving fongfters,
who fecls not the impreffion of loves -Even
amidft’ the fober charms of Autwhn, when
Juxuriant Nature has executed her tafk, and 2
tm{der fuftre foftens the fcene, who thinks not
of that endearing period, when, cured of our
sumbltuous joys, and all the impetuous paffions -
of our yowth, connubial felicity, with the ob-
jelts
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jos of “6ur ‘afR&idn;  and foelul intercoutfe
with the friends of outi choice, mellow and ma~
ture our-ehjoyment. It was amidft fcenes kike
thefe,fanid with impreflions fuch as I have de-
feribéd " (faid- Madame: Bellanger with ‘¢ figh),
that 1 firft lofk a relifh for the nfipid gaietiés of
a towi¥'s and it was here, alas! wherea mind,
emancipated from pleafure,. and fofteried by
sefle@ion, firft felt the true and genume i
fuence oﬂove' Co AV N
Lt L ! RURICEE S Y
. 1Hap Been abom 2 twelvemonth at owriwds
nerable arid delightful feat of Pierpoint 5 -diss
ring which period‘I had, in the covrfe of ‘mry
daily excusfions, become acquaintdd withevery.
haunt and fequefiered walk in ite vidinity My
Eitheis faniily- cohfifbed -bit of mwyfelfiaid
a younger brothef; at-this :time educated’ ax.
Paris; fo that; ‘uhlefs: v iwere an. gccatonil
vifit froth-fome diftant neighbowrs; fny com.
panions hiad principally been niy boble, my pei-
cil, off ey Tute.” - Te:ivhs inond of thief® excar.
ﬁons, dmméa fmneméwmemmw

July,
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July, thet chance lod me to:3n quehantisg s
weat on the djnining popeaty of My Beave
waxche, which lay comtigyows o that of my
facher. Beipg fatigued with rambling, I fiat
¢d myfelf in a natwal grotte of nedk, excavates
by the wintry tosmnk; whigh 9t thin time
glided placidly belaw, murmausing. sledg the
hottom of s fieecp bank, beausifully wonded,
and furnithed with- 3. winding path from the
fummit to the bafe. Confideny of the fecrecy
of a retirement where I had often enjoyed the
pleafure - of waintevtupted folitude, 1 imduiged
myfelf in the fuld panticipstion ‘of thale innes
aont raptures which the furrounding: fesnery
isfpived. The. doparting reys of the Buing .
fuirhagjull gilded; with a finftanod Infire, exery
ahject arpmnd. Thie axisfud grandour ef cliff
amd wenevable pinc above; the difkint prefpecs
of hamles, cot, sndfaim, lidew s the inyrue
of the Arcams and the waitetlal malody of thay
grovemall: produced @ minpled fenBivien of
uan{pess. and-. folenn - ferortity. mrhiiola: X -hatd

aerm chpesionsed bafove-- The thyul, in e
ol adjacent
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adjacent thorn, fat finging to his liftening
mate 3 and the turtle, in an adjoining thicket,
fat wooing his refponding love. All Naturg
feemed to rejoice; and hail with one voice the
Av THOR of their happinefs; norwas I the only
inanimated warbler of the choir. In the midft
of this concert of Nature, and in the height of
my enjoyment, I fung a favourite Italian air§
and 3s I feldlom went without my lute, I at<
companied my voice with that inftrument, tilk
the approaching gloom of the evening vmnc&
me te depm. e

@N my hnﬁemng out- of the grotto, my iftop
alfiment wan great on-perceiving s man drefled
in white &anding ‘clofe. to the entrance, -My
sarm -indeed wab fuch, that I fhrieked as if I
Had feen a phantom; but I foon difcovered
~ thdt my fesr was occafioned by » moft enga<
ging mortal, T {hall not entertain. you with:a.
minate: defcription 5. fuffice it to fay,. that’
among-alli the fine-fnithed :beaux with whom -
- I had for fo'lapg paft my time at Paris; I had.

. never
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mever feen ong who pleafed me equal- to- this
elegant ftranger; who, to 2 figure perfeéily
forined, poflefied an expreffion of faturc and
a graccfulnefs of manmer truly interefting: On
Nis perceiving my alerm, he-pelitely apelogifed
for his having imadvertently broke in on my-
setirement. - % The beauty of the eveniug,
Madam (faid he), induced me to-explore this
labyrinth but yeur own encellonce has boen»
sho caufe of my-intrefion, I could nob nefift
the temptation of drawing neap to founds- the

moft fweet and perfet I ever head in mylifo.

Had I fufpeted your approach, I fhould cer-
tsinly have-retived’y but Thiope (continued Re,
fwiling, snd bawing: refpeifully) that my faule
iy not fo grest as to prechude: pardon.” Due.
wing this thost addsefs, which wae dulivered:
with an eafs and elegance truly enguging; B

had fo far recovered myfolf; as to treat the cire:

cumftence with fome degree of joculerty. To
have affoed rofcrve and celdnef) on fo triffing
an occumence, would have looked: like pru-

duyvtohm appoaned alammed ia a folitary:

place
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place with.a firangey, would haye been, but.a
poor compliment paid to.my fortitudg,and be-
trayed fufpicions which I thought prudent to
conceal. But indeed there was little caufe for
cither dufpicion -or -alarm. .A behaviour. more
diftant and zefpetful-I.oouyld not -have wifbed
for-frem-my.companion ; who, d\mng a,pnctty
Jong walk -homewards, informed me sthat. he
had but, duft -asrived -from.Paris at his uncle’s,
Mr Boaumarché ; -that his 3y would be .only
for a few waeks ; during which time.he hoped
that the -happy circumftance which .had ,pron
cured - him fo.unexpelled .an interview, woyld
be the meansof .praducing:a further .acquaint,
ance. I.made.no fecret .of my family and
place of abade; and, .before.parting, .affured
him,.that, after.a proper .infrodnction, I.made
e -deubt of my fathets roatlinefs -to thew
franger ‘every attention «in. his power during
his- refidesce in -pur -acighbourhiaod. Tl'u.s:[
Said without hefitation,; from-a with to.'remrx;
. @ nivil anfwer,and-from-¢ eamviQion -that the
.- S s L. <iRgEee
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introdii&ion I mentioned would be atténded
with obftru€ions not eafily removed.

I HAVE been the more circamftantial in re~
lating thefe particulars (faid Madame Bellan-
ger), as they open a door- to the moft material
parts of my hiftory. The young gentléman,
‘whom I am ‘about to introduce to your ace
quaintance, was nephew to Monficur Beau-
marché, our near neighbour ; who, of all men,
was the moft obnoxious to my father. A num-
ber of difcordant circumftances, from the near
vicinity of their properties, had for feveral
years raifed’ a kind of barrier between every
focial and neighbourly intetcourfe; which the
opulence of the ome, and the family confe-
quence - of the’ other, mutually tended to
ftrengthen and increafe. The Count, my fa-
ther, with all his virtues, pofieffed that proud
dignity which a confeioufnefs of his birth and
anceftry had implanted in his mind. His
neighbour, on the contrary, had been bred a
planter; had gone, at an carly period, to the

Weft
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Weft Indies; where, having accumulated 2
large fortuie, and left the management of his
concerns abroad to a younger brother, had for
fome years been in Europe, in pofleflion of the
property adjoining to my father's eftate. Mon-
fieur Beaumarche, althe’ deftitute of thofe enga-
ging manners and elegant attractions which con-
ftitute the polite gentleman, and mark the man
of fafhion, was neverthelefs poflefled of many
excellent qualities. Endowed with plain ftrong
mafculine fenle, he defpifed the frippery of po-
lithed exterior ; poflefled of eafe, affluence, and
a liberal mind, he laughed at the unfubftantial
thadows of title and anceftry; and contented
himfelf with a candid blunt demeanour to all
men, however elevated-or fplendid their fta-
tion. It may therefore be eafily conceived,
that two perfons, fo nearly fituated, and fo very
oppofite in their fentiments and manners, could
bardly affimulate. The very firlt interview
produced impreffions highly repulfiveto each; ~*
which finglly ended in a total eftrangement
* L . . M , and
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and mutnal contempt, Itwas this Gtuation of af-
fairs which induced me to fuppofe, that everyat-
tempt to procure an introduion to the nephew.
of a man f{o di{agreeable to my father would
prove abortive ; nor was I miftaken in my opi-
vion. A week had elapfed without my having
" heard any thing of young Beaumarché ; when
<arly one morning my maid brought me a letter,
which fhe faid had been delivered by an un-
known fervant, who rode off immediately, faying
it required no anfwer. On opening it, I found
it was from my elegant intruder; regretting,
in the moft difconfolate terms, the mifunder-
ftanding which fo effe€tually precluded him
from vifiting me at my father’s houfe; and
cagerly intreating another interview that ¢ven-
ing in the fame place y where, to ufe his own
words, he had lately been blefled with my fo-
giety. A fhort ftruggle between prudence and
inclination foon gave way to the latter. I had
tndeed, ever fince my interview with this young
firanger, experienced a refllefs inquictude of
mind,
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mind, till then unknown te me. My daily .
and my nightly thoughts fill turned on the
pleafant pi&ture I had lately feen ; and even the
certainty of the obftacles which obftru&ed our
acquaintance, only ferved to quicken the ar-
dour of once more feeing and converling with
a perfon who had prepoflfefled me fo much in
his favour. Secrecy and circumfpetion, how-
ever, were indifpenfable. I kmew my. father’s
fentiments and temper too well to doubt of
- feverity if detected ; but as my conftant evene
ing excurfions had in a manner fanQioned my
abfence, I was not without hopes that the in-
terview requefted might be granted with per-
fe&t fafety.

ON repairing to the place appointed (which
was the fcene of our firft interview), I found
young Beaumarché waiting anxioufly for my
arrival. His appearance, although ftill morc
engaging if poflible than formely, was, how-
ever, attended with a change of look and man-
ner which ftruck me forcibly., In fpite of an
' M2 aflomed
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sflumed cheerfulnefs, it was evident that fome-
thing had affeted his mind fince we laft part-
ed. A melancholy hung over him, which ob-
fcured, while it foftened, the brilliancy of that
yivacity which lately brightened his afpet : a
penfive thoughtfulnefs accompanied every word
and a&ion, which, while it interefted the feel-
ings, gave an additional influence to all he faid.
‘When arrived at our favourite grotto, and feat-
ed with all the former beauties,c‘f object around
us, he entreated I would once more favour him
with a repetition of the mufical air which at firft
attralted him, and had been the happy means
of producing our acquaintance. ¢ It has dwelt
on my mind ‘and vibrated on my ear (faid he,
with a figh) ever fince I heard it!—it has been
my companion by day and by nigl:t, and has
occafioned fenfations which it were in vain
for me to defcribe.” Butl 'fh:ill net tire you
(faid Madame Bellanger) with a converfation
which would be infipid to you, although at the
time particularly interefting to me. 1 fhall
only, for connelion’s fake, mention bricfly

what
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what paflfed relative to his fHtuation -in life,
his future profpeéts, and immediate engage~
ments 3 all which he mentioned with an un4
premeditated fincerity, which deftroyed every
fufpicion, and with a pathos and pafion which:
left lafting impreflions behind.:

His father, as I before obferved, had, ot
the departure of his- elder brother from Guar
daloupe,. been left fole manager of his proper-
ty in that ifland; in which property he wasd
jointly concerned. Having aoquired an cafy
independency, and having no child but on® fon
to inherit his- fortune, he was defirous of giving
ki an-education foited to his rank.and expecs
tations in'life :: for which purpofe, he had, about.
five years ago, fent him home to receive all the
advantages of the metropolis, and to-improve
kimfeif by travel. Young Beaumarché had but
jatt finiflied a-two years tour through France,.
8pain, and-Italy; and having arrived at.an age
which requirss. fome eligible and permanent.
“eitablifament, his-father had preffingly writsen:

M 3 N forc
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for his return, which was finally fixed at the
diftance of only a few wecks. ¢ It.is this.
thart period (faid he), Mademoifelle de Ve,
which has induced me to ufe every method in
my power to obtain an introduclion to your
family ; and which having failed to procure,
impelled me to folicit this interview, for which
obliging condefcendence, on your part, I have
not words to exprefs my gratitude. All I have
to requeft is, that fince our acquaintance has
been brought about by fo unforefeen, and to -
me fo fortunate an accident; fince it. has al-
ready yielded me fo much pleafure, and fince
it is to be of fuch fhort duration—Ilet me en-
treat that it may not be interrupted. Do mot,
Mademoifelle (faid he, taking my hand in the
moft expreflive, yet fubmiffive manner), do not
deprive me of the happinefs of fecing you dai-
ly, and enjoying the innocent luxury of your
converfation, during my fhort refidence in this
country! I know this is a favour I have no
title to expe@. Iam an entire ftranger toyou ;
" amd the unhappy mifunderftanding fubfifting

- . between




AY

4
CBARLES MACPHERSON, ESQ. T3

between the Count your father and my ungle,
perhaps may induce you to fhun thefociety of fo
near a conne&tion. - The laft idea I cannot pre:
vail on myfelf to entertaim, 26 it is' an imjury
at once offered to your geodnéfs:and yeur-un<
derftanding. Asto the fifit-obftadle, Famhope-
ful it-will feon be remeved. ‘I have béénmade
to underftand, that an 'intima‘cy and epiftod
lary correfpondence fubfift between you and
my particular - friend Madame —x_ 7 “To her
I have alveady written; and I flatter myfeify
that by to-morrow merning you will 'receivey
from under her own hand, fuch mntelligence

relative to me and my family as will not dif~’ .

pleafe you.” - . o -
‘WERR it not for a little prudery, in other
words infincerity, we women, Madame Pen<
guin, in all likelihood, would faeceed lefs with
the men, and become fill greater -dupes ta
flattery and deceit. Altheugh nothing. could
have bgeix more agreeable to me: than a com»
pliance with Beaumarché’s requeft;: a. fenfe of
R . propriety,
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propriety, jained to a fecret pride, which fhiounid’
ncver forfake us, enablod me to reje&kt his en-
treaties on the fcore of imprudence, and the
vitkk of incurring a-father's difpleafure. « kK
. fee no abfglute harm, Monfiewr (faid I).in a
lady meeting a gentleman of homour and cha-.

raler, and enjoying the innocent pleafure of

rational and agreeable converfation in any
-place ; bu, independent of the door which fe-
cret interviews with ‘a firanger would unquef~
tionably open for calumny and general criti-
cifm, what purpefe could fuch interviews pof--
fibly anfwer between you and me? You feem:
perfeélly acquainted with the caufe whieh pre-
vents a correfpondence and cordiality between:
our conneétions. Why, therefore, thould we-
famnifh fubjedl fer obfexvation to others, dif-
pleafure to our friends, and pain to-ourfelvesy.
merely to induige an idle and umimportant:
propeafity to-enjoy cach ethera company, for a:
week.or two?  Wom certainly have ot weighe
ed the. confhqeences arinesed to . compliance:

with your requefl, othérwide you never wonld:

have-
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have made it, The thing is impoflible. Pru-
dence, propriety, decorum, forbid it 3 nay, every
thing is againft it.”

. Tuarse obfervations, which I thought une
anfwerable, produced no other effeCt on-Beau-
marché than an increafed melanchely and
gloom. After a folemn paufe of fome mi-
nutes, his eyes fixed on the ground, and his
whole countenance expreflive of defpandency
and afli@tion, « What flaves! (faid he) whay
wretched flaves does cusTom make of us all}
Here, while bounteous Nature revels in des
light, and while univerfal love and harmony
reigns around, are we debarred from the pare -
. ticipation of enjoyment, which neither virtug
can difapprove, nor innocence condemn, mere- V
ly becaufe cultom has eftablithed laws for de-
corum, and grovelling fufpicion awakened fen= -
timents repugnant to every liberal and digni-
fied mind! And what (faid he), after all, do
thofe fage and admirable regulationsproduce ? .
Do they make women more virtuous, or men
more
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more honourable ? Are the firft rendered
more tendet, faithful, and affe&tionate 5 or the
other more loving, conftant, and fincerc? Alast’
that warbler that fings on the fpray to cheer
thie folitude of his fitting mate ; yon turtle that
daily cooes fondly in the thades and the nighte
ingale that, in the abfence of his loft compa.
nion, mourns nightly through the grove;—may
anf{wer' the queftion. CusTom never regula.
ted their affeQionss: Stender, or Malwolmcr,
never checked the ardour of their flame.. Nas
TURE, and Natute alone, made them tender;
faithful, and -attentive : but it would feem, that
‘woman, without culture, is incapable of fuch
virtues'; .or that man is the’ moft treacherous.
and favage monfter of the field 1

“ Come, come, my good Sir (faid I, willing to
eonceal the effects which the ardour and dignity
of his fentiments had produced’, come, come,
we muft not quarrel with reftri@ions which
experience shas eftablithed, merely becaufe they
may interfere with the temporary. objects of

our
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our gratification. Inflitutions of decorum arg
as neceffary to regulate human conduét, as
laws to prevent and punifh the commiflion of
erimes. If they- do not make the virtuous
bester, they at leaft tond to prevent the vicious
from growing worfe.”*—¢ Trus, Madam (faid
Beaumarché); but is it confiftent with jufticey
equity, or reafon, to treat the virtyous and the
~ flagitious alikg ¢ The inflition of punifhe
ment, howeyer mild, is furely authosifed by
no law till after the crime is commitred and
pravén; but accarding to the inflitutions which
malice and illjberality eftablifh as the guasa
dians of female virtue, fufpician alone is fuffis
cient to conftitute the crimej and the jury,
without hearibg evidence, or examining proof,
inftantly bring in their verdi& GuirTy, How
maonftrous ! how abfurd (faed he)y for inftynce,
are the regulations cftablithed in this country
for the conduft of women in different fla«
tions! Here, while & tmarried acoman .may
with impunity indulge ‘in liberties which, I do
maintain, are not only {candaloufly indelicate,

bue
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but altogether r’epugna.nt to -the nature of a
ftate where decency and decorum ought inva-
riably to prefide ; a young girl dare not, with-
out immediate lofs of charalter, gratify incli-
nations which, in the eye of reafon, virtue,
and nature, are harmiefs and irreproachable.
Inftead of a behaviour which, on all occafions,
ought to mark a preference, and an unmixed
affeftion for the obje& of her choice, a mar-
ried woman in France proclaims, in the face

of the world, her favourites and paramours;
' who, at all times, are admitted to her prefence,
and lay claim to privileges which none but a
hufband has a title to expe@.—They vifit her
in fecret; they attend her to fele&t parties
where a hufband’s face never appears ; they are
2dmitted to her toilet at the hour the is dref-
fing 3 nay, to her bedchamber previous to her
getting up 3 and all this with the moft un-
bluthing familiarity on her part, and without
the fmalleft confure .from her felow-citizens.
‘To reprobate, or to difpute, thefe fhamelefs
practices, would be.to raife a whole hoft of
- matrons
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matrens againftius; and yet a ‘pdoraffe&tidnate:
girl-canniot také.a private walk with the objéct.
of her ‘regard,. or grant onc ftolen interview.
to the.man: of her heart, without the imme-
diate vitk ‘of réceiving. a-ftab to her reputation;
which, to « delicate and fufceptible mind, can:
never be sepuired.: No! (faid Beaumarche,
warmed: with. the fubjet) No! it is imipaflible
to defend fuch barbarous abfordities. -Cus«
Tom has ever..been 2 monftersthat has tyran«
nized over reafon, jultice; and humanity ;. and,
in.all iks barbarities, it has ever been the moft
_ favage anil tyranhical to.Love.. .Ihave often
beftowed farious ' thought on .this- fubjedt ;
and I:have not a:doubt rémaining,:that, fo
fari ave. thefe, .unnatural feverities favourxble
to demalé virtue and) purity. of midd,. cfféCts
diametrically oppefite are often the imrhediate
confequence. - A young creaturé, fubjected
from:a-cértain age.te incoffant fafpicion, and
governgd by veftmint, can never acquire: that
dignity of mind which fprings from con-
fcions:. nedtitude:: and - (cif - applanfe, "grafted
L. N on
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on the approbetion df others, To withe
bold eonfidemee, is to fufpet purity; and
that is the moft cffe€tual way to umder-
mine it. It debafes her in her own opision,
bluats the finer fenfations -of delicacy and bo.
nour, and ftrips the mind of that dlevation and
pride which aid and accompany:txue wvirtue. .
But, independent of thefe, I do. maionain, that
fuch unjeft and.abfusd sefiraints tend mate-
wially to injure and deflwoy the beft and biright-
cft ernament of ths fex. . Unreafonable fore-
sities on one fidey muft accoflarily. peoduce
- axtificey .dsceit, and falfchood, ony the other.
And what is Wouman (faid Beaumarchs#; in a
folemn tone) without TruTw? Wiat the
faireft face without the heavenly. tyaits:.of fin-
eesity and candour? - Can we: clafp fuch »
fancied: jewel te our hearts without: fecling ity
coldnefs and impurity? Can we depofit in fuch
» cafket our mofk precious trgafurcs; for.a meo«
wment, without trembling fox thast ﬁfﬁy 3—
' “Bvrhnean not(nontmudﬁmaldn);
by
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by what I have faid, 10 overtum your ﬁmtx-
metits, Mademoifelle, far lefs-to fubjeét you,
on my account, to any thing difagreeable, or
injurious to ybur ¥epwtadon. God forbid I
" fhould ! ‘T cannot, however, help eblerving,
- that our meeting here, occafioriaty, is very wh-
Tikely to prodice the laft oicumftance. A-dif
serent path te-that by which you veturn homie
‘ Jeids thé te my-yntle's houle ; “fo that pur in-
- tervievn 1A dhiv'fpetcan mever befufpedied by
thefe ‘who dasy chance to ebfetva eur evening
o our morning excurfiore. - At ull esents,
‘you cannot refufe me the fulisfallion of know-
-fnig if you have hoard froth my friend Madanse
dmmsaemesi, T fhull therefore hope, at’leaft, for
“the happinefs of feting you here: to-morrow
“evening at the Wfual hour.” ~My filence, which
proceeded from a total inability to anfwer fach
a torrent of paffionate cloquence, wearing the
femblatce, if net of confent, at leaft of hefita-
tion; he very artfully precluded an anfwet,
which might haye led to farther obftzclcs, by
takmg an abrupt departure. = - - .
Na Ir
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17T may well be fuppofed, that the foregoing
doitrine of Beaumarché’s was not heard by’me
-with indifference. Whatever were the truths
it contained (and I.doubt much if the moft
rigid moral cafuift can altogether overturn
them), it was principally the manner and man-
Jy fentiments of the fpeaker, that left impref-
fions which I could not obliterate. If this
.young ftranger (faid I to myfelf as I returned
- penfively home) is not a man of pure principles
.and honour, he muft be one of the fisft hype-
crites on earth.—Buk it is nongenerous and ya-
kind to. fufpeft him, " Every word and look,
.expreffive: of his feclings, evince the finge-
-rity ‘of his fentiments. But, alas? (faid 1, re-
-fle@ing on hi¢ conneltions and approaching
_departure from Europe) what are his princi-
_ples, his looké, or his {entiments, to me! At
fupper, mN father obferved ‘my melancholy,
.and_inquired after my health. All night on
‘p;y.'-pi'l.losv,djd the day's animated fcene dwell
.on my ,;qqun}:;ance: All night, till the morn-
ing' fun broke through my ,cf;fgmem, did I
ftruggle

.
-
a
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#reggic iaghioft my inclmations, and feripully
cximine .the-mpropricty of my late coadudd 4
aor.did Tidrop into flumbers-ill (conviaicedvef
sy dangex) L .determined in.my mind oot to
mtet the.bewitching youth again. - But thefey
alast-were enly the comnjencemens of up'b
qmelmhl, aﬁxﬁlﬁl&. and bmkpn repﬂfe!

TaEs. next morning. bmxgbtm: : ktthrfrbm
Madame cqetrony who gave ine ag:acconnt: of
young Beaumarché and his conne&ions which
1 hatde expelled. Bhis: family was ndblery but
the grandfatlier, from a trin of unfortunate
eveats, haring: been obliged, abont fifty or.fixe
ty years back, to difpofe of the family cfiate,
had judicioudy dropt the idle . foissd fof title,
and, eftablifaing himfelf in.the:wine bufinels
at. Bourdeaux, . cducited his two 'fous to the
profeffion of merchants. The picture the dycw

“of wj young Wek Indian -frignd wwa.flarens
ing:in an: amierit. degree.. No young gentle.
mam, fhe fhid,:had ever refiéed more hodour
cnhufnnd#.-dr.hadgﬁm maore delight to
RS N3 his

l

t
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his-acquaintance. He was refpoftod ‘by.the
honourable, admired by the gewerous, und:be.
loved by the humatie. His life (fiid Madame
tedesii)), young: as he is, has been a feties of
a&iohs ‘dignified and’ benevoleat; while: the
excejlente of his underftanding;'and the:birilii~
ancy of ‘his:wit, make his fociety courted by
all, but particularly by our fex. We are about
to jofe him 3 and every brow isovmlomled‘on
the:occaﬁon, for his lofs will be&mymblc
'.’l‘ms letter was a bad dordnl to enable me
to carry. into execution my date determination,
to withdraw:mylelf in time from a temptation
which I':cafily perceived was incteafing, and
which; 1 plainly forefaw, ‘might:lead to confe-
quences at.once 'difagreesble and diftrefling.
But weak and -ineffieClual are the. fuggeftions:
of : prudence, “whea oppofed by dffeétien.. A
temporary. ftruggle .may indecd occur; but it
3¢ like the refiftance .of the winds to the waves
of the oecean... They may retard,’ for a fhort
time, thicir courfe ;.but it only ferves.to xaife
ol . them
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" them higher and higher, till, difdaining every
obftacle, they break with redoubled violence
on the fhore! Such, at-leaft, was my cafe.
Every day produced a new interview 5 at every
iterview affe€tion- grew ftronger, till love;
tendernefs, and compaffion, fofe uncontrolled,
and' bore down all refiftance before-them. Re-
fleétions, “however;. arid thefé not of the moft
pleafant natare, “would frequently. obtrude,
even in the hour of felicity, and poifon every
enjoyment.  Something eternally whifpered
me, that aur interviews, Toouer. or later, would
be difcovered, and produce cot;fequehces inju-
rious to my. charaller, or deftridCive of my
peace. On thefe occafions, I feldom failed to
remonftrate {eriqufly with Beaumaxche, on the
impirapriety.and ‘folly. of ourmegtings: but he
either. reafoned down my objeQions with his
eloquence, or difipated my apprchenfions with
his vivacity. My inquietude, however, did not
fail to affeG a mind like his fenfibly ; and, as
he contrived every expedient tb lanith my
fears -and foothe my -agititions, he on¢ mom-
' ing
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ing prefented me with the following effufion
of his pathetic mufe ; which, independent of
the pafion and fentiment jt breathes, conveys
fuch a piCure of the writer’s mind, that I heye
ever fince keeped it a8 one of the mofk pregi-
ous relics of ous, afe@ion. . In faying this,
Madame Bellanger pulled out her DWE;
and read “ La Remonfirancei’ . of ‘which the
following, k am afraid, ia but a faing and fachie

THE REMON STRANCE

« Hafte ! halte! my lov'd Lauwa l-n-my
- the grove,
One evening; enraptur’d, I faid 3 .
Mild beims gild the: uphnd, the mqad, qnéah-
" cove, -
© And mebéy m ‘round the ghde '

The hrk, wﬁ!x his - fexmk, (ents wudvhng on

h‘gh’ ".._': J
mmmmmmmmmw, .
The
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The ftream from the mountain foams nnmnui'-
ing by,
‘While Echoi sepeats from her celL

. -
N

Thc turtle s fond coomgs come foft on the
- gale, ) o s
Wxth fragrance flung frefh from the thorn

And foop Philomela will, pour her lone.waily
And call her loft lov;,l till mora,

-—Haﬁe' join the full chorys with lute and

» . . with, fong, Lo
Ere eve fpreads her mantle of gncy 3

—Hafte ! hafke | my lov’d warbler-iwe've tar-

ried too long : '

"~ See I~Fufper proclaims parting da‘y v,

«. Ah, EDMonp ! (the fau' one rcplmd' wnh a
{mile)
How warm ! how perfuafive thy ftrain!
*Tis the language o NaTURE]} (a'firapgerto
guile) ’
And Nature fhould ne’er plead in vain.
If
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if with paibion fo ardent my Edmond c¢an
plead,
‘When diftant from ftveamlet or grove,
What ! what will he fay, when around bower
" and mead
All Nature breathes fragrange and love ?

When the Aerk with Ms confort foﬁm Whe- ,

fome and free s - .
When the thrufd cheers hm mate on the
- thern g
Will my Edmond not entyudi pair that we
: foe, -
-~ Unehilt'd by: cq!d'prddeme or fcorn ?

When the surtd bills fendly, or coves- thro

the fhade,
“Wile thou ceafe then thy love.melting lay?
And when Philomel plamtxvefy mourns round
the glade,
~ Ah! what will my moralift fay

«0|
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« 0, Lowst how bewicching | how m‘gﬂat
thy power 1> o
(It is thus thou would’ft ﬁghmg comPlam)
¢ When prefent, foft melody &ils every bower;
‘When abfent, "tis forrow and pain ! -
For thee, lonely mourner "‘! who pour’ﬁ thy ‘
fad lay,: ‘ .
. No. partner: with- love beats. tlxe *mg!
Yet hark ! how yon chorifters. »‘pu‘t on cach
. fpray s~ : -
Hark ! hark'! how they ﬂutter and ﬁng !

t
eyl

No forrow—-no plammg, their u:nfports an-
mey; . -
>Tis harmony fills.alt the grove! »
No female affets to be diftant and coy, ...
But each chirps the language of love.

Ah! why then fhould Nature (Met nurfe of
L idelighe ) o
Ah!

# The Nightingale.
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- Ah! why dhoiild he eer.be fupprelt?; -
And why, my lov'd Lauta, n\dtn tranfpoﬂs
excite, . z

Conceal the be& joys of the breaﬁ ?”
" ¢ "Tis thus thou would’(t rcafon—thus pen—
: five compliin 3.- Ca
Thus falfely Love’s fu&'enngt mhesrfe 3

For fay, when -did pa'ﬂioh adern . Edmoﬂd's

flsain, il 4oL oy sind
That Laura was dcaf to thc verfo“’
T TS AP in !}
Wxth thcc {hould I wander the Woodlands
Among, 1 ‘-j'.;J;.., L LT s
And hail the full choir on the fpray ;
Enrapt join therconcert, withlute andmiﬁnﬁ)’n‘g,
_ Till gve fptcad her maitle of grey
But, ah' my falfe rcafoncr' wxll tranfports
repel . Lo L L
Thc fhafts that too quickly. will wbund ?

e Wil
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Will sLanptr’s fheill pipe . not be. hcald in
’ ' thé dtﬂ,l L
'When Echo revetb’rate° the fmd i'

Will thc doves coomg murmurs each whife
+ fer-cbottoitly - SR T TN
Falfc -cruel—-xlhbcral ! ;mﬁ meam ?
lel thewaim throb of Natwwe- expand. gy'ry
oo o fonke T e e o ALy 'l
Contfa&cdwhm aﬁfplqujd

.No‘ 0oy &nddbdam# &0%. Fanfpart, mof
. L 'y“th,w wontes Loniur Lo
' Nﬂ‘ Nutmeufnft mm‘mi T2 TR
Non allthie. raild: diQntes ok Yirgie andi fruthes
Wlﬁlqmis-qou(a chﬁyxeecmmmd.i »
For thcfc @xmrﬂ’cancy;nﬁeﬁx&mnbﬂdﬂ ?
: iSteidh Jiovitsohatitharkid fonithedit 3 £ o
coldm méfteiemph WW‘M
'mtﬁymemln bhaplet: fopants 1 - b L
T S N G IEL I T RS LV S SN )
Alesl does dccorum then reft on a vow?
(8] - Or
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- Or modelty fpring flom'a tie? . -
Do truth, love, and conftancy, dwell on the
-bough, © ... .ozl
~And from weman alonc do thcy ﬂy ?
Sing on, then, fweet warbltrs {—ah! ceafe not
- the ftfainl. - - ] -
Go—#flutter and bill thtough thc gro&c I
But talk not, my Edmond, of wéman’s difdain,
While Cuftoint's ‘sbe sprans' of Love 1. .

« - Byeihe daynow ipproactied when my deir
and valued companion was todepart ; and the
ucarer it approached, the more argent wad he
" to ebliik- My onlcist <o make. mie. hid:fbr ever.
« Ho:clalmed. not (bt faid) any thing bus the
power of calling me his own. He only withed
to. Jecure:me, - previgus to-his ‘departure, be-
yond all the. chatices andirifies of. Fortune. . :He
Jrad prepated his uncle forithe ocvaion ;- whb
had given his confent,and would hithidlf wit-
nefs our union. His ftay in the Weft Indies

- -1 would




CHARLES MACPHERSON, EsQ.  I§9

would #ot be for any length of time. Letters
which he carfidd out from his uncle to his fa«
ther, would finally fertle and arrange matters
fo a8 tw emable him o return. to Earope in lefs
thath a twelverhoari and then (faid he) fhoutd
Ml conciliating nreafures fail with your fathery
1 dhali cluim you xs my lawful wife m defidnoé
of every oppofition. I'withnot, top dear Hars
riette (continued he), to break through the
eftablithed laws of tbtetys far tefoto deftroy the -
bords wf duty and filiat affeckiolys it f wenwet
ghisck ‘of ‘lewding carclefsly behimd .1hd fuchi
jewel to be crufhed by the undrelenting hand
of pride and caprice, or caft upon a'polhuted
foil, ‘where its luftre will never appear” I
was aow I expericuced thé cffeds of a fitus-
tion which I onoce forefaw, bnce dieaded, but
could not thun. The thoughts of a clandeRine-
uhion, without the approbation of my paremts,
or the kfiowledge of any of my conne&ions,
filled me with horrot ; and yet the idea of parte
ing from the obje@ of my fondeft affeQions,
on whofe fincerity and honour I repofied the
02 utmoft
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utmoft confidence, ‘inclined me to bind myfelf
nearer and more firmly to all I held dear and
valuable on earth. In fhort (faid- Madame Bel-
langer), in a rath moment I yielded confent;
and early on the morning preceding the day of
his departure, 2 prieft, in the prefence -of old
M. Beaumarché and his wife, united us, in the
favourite grotta, for ever.

THr ceremony wag hardly over, till I expe-
rienced a depreflion of {pirits which.I had never
before felt, and which I could by no means
account for. A cold lifelefs torpor feized my:
heart, chilled every .comfort, and .deadened.
every joy. - Tke lark, with bis female, foar'd
blithefome and free ;” and the turtle, in an ad-
joining thicket, ¢ bill’d fondly, and cod’d through
the fbade ;” while I remained infenfible to love,
and feemed ftupificd with the very event which
fo lately I fo ardently wifhed for. A mental
munitor fill told me that I had done wrong ;
a" fecret admonifher whifpered to me to be-
ware of the confequences. I had, like a thief

in
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in the night; clendeltinely done What Tould
Mave thet the fuce of day. - I had exeeuted; s
revoctbly, 2 deed repugnonit to the duty 6f
¢hild, and ungenerous to the el of pavesies.
Thefe refletions and fenfations “contifitied 8
occupy and diftvefs iy dvind during Aty Perurst
hotie thtough a lomy and lonely woody at -thé
outfkirts of which I met my father. X grs
vity, mixed with feverity, fat on his brow;
and, as be approachedt me, I thooght I pertei-
ved a8 evidom fufpicion imhiseye. « Wiese
have you been, Harriotte (frid b, with & look
that fcemed to foarch my inaeft ehosghv) !
where -Iwve you boen fo early 2o Felng
my- niosaing’s walk, Sir? (faid I—u® Yoig
morsing waliy (faid be) wfed Dot ib be o frs
gueats but of late beth your morsiing’ umd yowr
sorning walks have beein wdnderftlly rogules.
But it it neas dw titne:of breakials gu home
wwd prepare it whied iv'iv ever, ¥ fhalk expelk
fomo. privats converlation with ‘you.* Tea
mind. mprefled witly ghily,” orodospioghicey of
. cohdily eviry thing is alirming.- My fabet)

. 03 : look,
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Jook, manner, and addrefs, convinced me that
I had been deteéted ; which occafioned fuch a
tremeor, that it was with difficulty I reached
bhome. At breakfaft you may be fure appetite
was not keen. As foon as it was over, my
mother retired, and left me alone with my fa-'
ther; who addrefied me neatly in the following
terms : '

¢ I pELIEVE, Harriette, fince your carlicft
semembrance you have found me a kind and
an indulgent father. From your infancy, my
unwearied endeavours have been applied to the
improvement of a mind, where I wifhed to im-
plant the {entiments of virtue with thofc of a
* becoding digaity, and thé feclings of true ho-
nour 'with that of :a propér pride. It is but
juftioc -to fay, that in all your conduét you
have hitherto amply repaid me for.my labours;
snd . the comferts which I have devived from
- gour obedience, -vietyes, and acquircments,
have (hed a healing balm on every pain, and
Q!a]ngde and exultation to my heart. Judge,
then,
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then; how fenfibly I muft feel fhould the fmall.
eft fpeck fully the purity of a condu& which
till now has remained irreproachable. Judge
what tortures I fhould experience, were any
part of your behaviour tinCtured with levity,
meannefs, or difgrace.—The purport of this
introduction I fhall now explain.

“ A YoUNG man for fome weeks paft. has
vifited thefe: parts, whom I am informed is
nephew to thit fellow Beaumarché. 1 have
met bim decafionally ; and it mnft be confefled
that appearance is in his favour, and had he
not been conneCted with fuch a brute as his
uncle, I thould have marked him as a gentles
man, and as a firanger invited him to my
houfe. I have been informed, that fonte tinse
ago, you was feen walking on Beaumarché’s
property: with .a gentieman, who, by the de-
fcription, could have bean no other than the
perfon I have mentioned; and I have been fur-
ther informed, that:this happened at a pretty
late hour ia the cvening.- It is to obtain full

informa~

-
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information relative to thefe particulars that I
have now demanded this private interview;
and I warn you (continued he, with a look of
feverity), as you value your peace, and dread
my difpleafure, to bewaré of a deviation from
the ftricteft veracity.”

Hap not the commencement of my father’s
sddrefs (which was kind and affefing) drawn
fome tears from me, I fhould not have been
gble to have fpoken at all: thefe; however,
joined with certain circumftances, which mdus
ced me to fuppofe that only pars of my con-
du@ had been difcovered, enahled me to e
torn the following anfwer ; which, theugh lis
tenally true, illuftrated but too well Benumara
eh¥s firiCtuses on duphcity -

- % My being ow Mi. Beaumarché’s property;
Sir, was merely accidental. - The finewefs of
the evening invitéd-me to extend my walk, fer
ther than I wfually do, to the appolies banls, fo
femarkable for it beanties, and (¢ - favowrsble
‘ for
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for retirement. On my return home, I met a
young gentleman whom I had never, till that
moment, feen, and whom, perhaps, after to-
morrow I fhall never fee again. - 1 knew no-
thing either of him-or his connefions ; confe~
quently, I could have had no premeditated in-
tention of mepting him : and thofe who have
been officious enough to communicate the in-
telligence, might have been better.employed,
than"in filling your ears with fuch infignificant
circumftances, and your mind with fufpicions,
~ to my prejudice.”—¢ And this is a// (faid my fa-
ther, gravely)?”—s¢ 4/i! (faid I, with fome hefi-
tation) The young gentleman walked and con~
verfed with me till T was out of his uncle’s
property, and then left me.”—¢¢ And you have
never ‘feen him fince i”—¢ Yes (faid I), re<
peatedly.”—« Where (faid my father, eager-
ly) #”—~¢¢ On his uncle’s property while I was
walking on the oppofite bank.”—¢ And whe
told you (continued my father), that he was to’
depart hence to-morrow ”’«—¢¢ Himfelf (faid I)
ke informed me at our firft meeting, that his

' time
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time was limited to a certain day, when he
was to leave this country, and €ail for the Wefk
Indies.”—¢ And, pray, how came fuch minute
intelligence to be comnrunicated bn fo fhort
an acquaintance, Harrictee P3¢ 1 renlly do
not recolle®t the circumftancos which Jed 20
it, Sir (faid I), but I prefame ¥ i8-of very lixtle
confequence.” My father looked ftedfuftly in
wy face for above a minute, and thes, without
faying a word, got up and walked out of the
O0Mm. ' e ‘

I courDp not help rumimting on the nate
vow cfoape I had made, while a fectet come
punétion told me that I had acted unworthily.
Ah! (faid I to my{felf) Beantmarché in this, s in
every thing elfe which regards dmmour and ve«
racity, is right! Nothing can be more fcan-
daloufly niean than {ubterfuges to glofs over
wruth and miflead fincerity; and cestainly no.
thing more likely to contaminate and debafe
the female mind, than a repetition of fuch arti-
fices! But thefe reflctions continued not long.

The
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The evening, which was. to put 2 final clofe tq
a delightful and tender intexcourfe, and which
was appainted for our laft farewell, dwek on
Ry mind, and banifhed every other confider~
ation. At dinner, my father’s gravity ftill gane
tinued ; his eye feemed to watch my every look

and a&ion ; and I believe it was but too evie .

_ dent from both that all was not at peace at
home. At the hour appointed, I hurriad te
the place, where I was confident I fhould: mest
afflition. As I approached ‘the grotte, 2
thivering feized me, which nearly bereft me of
the power of motion. My faithful-and affec-
tionate ‘friend had been waiting with- impas
tience ; and running with ardour to meet me,
was aftonithed at the palene{s whick o’erfpread
my-countenance, and: at the lifelefs coldnefs
with which ¥ received his carefles. ¢ What
is-the matter, my love? (faid he, with emow~
tion) Whence this trembling, palenefs, and de~
je€tion ?’—¢ O, Beaumarche ! (faid I) I know
rot: what it is; but fomething lies at my heart
which overpowers me, aid fills me with terrar..

. - I
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I know not what to think of it ; but ever fince
the ceremony this morning, it has hung heavily
upon me; and fomething ftill tells me, either
that we fhall meet no more, or that fome dread-
ful event is to befal me.”—¢ Away with fuch
chimeras (faid Beaumarché, clafping me to his
bofem); it is but the idea of parting, my love,
that operates on the gentlenefs of your nature,
and fills.you with apprchenfions. But be com-
forted, my deareft Harrictte ! the time will foon
srrive when all thefe difmal phantoms will va-
nith, and a fun of happinefs break tlirough the
gloom that now furrounds you. A few months
will foon pafs over; a few months re-unite
and bind us for ever " Thefe endearing and
reviving fentiments were accompanied with the
moft paflionate embraces ; in the midft of which
(Merciful heaven ! I can hardly think of it now
without fhuddering) who {hould rufh into the
grotto but—my FaTHER !

My terror and confufion were fuch, that I
remained ftupified and immoyeable, while cir-
cumftances
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cumftances occurted ‘that" miight well have
roufed. me—I rerherfiber-to have heard my fa-
ther addrefs Beaumatché by the epithet of vil-
lain—I remember to have feen them both fud-
denly leave the grotto—d likewife remember
to have hesrd the clathing of fwords; and
Beaumarche, with a.loud and folemn voice, ex-
claim; ¢ Hear-me¢, Monficur le Comte—urge
me not to what my heart recoils from;” and yet
I remained petrified and immoveable, like the
infenfible mafs of rotk on which I fat. How
long 1 continued in this agitated dream Iknow
not ; -but Beaumarché’s re-entering the grotto,
pale and bloody, effe@tually awakened me.
¢ Run, my dear Harrictte (faid he haftily);
run to°your father. His rathnefs, I much fear,
has undone us ali| Hafte, my love! attend him
till I fend affiftance : you fhall” foon fee me
again. In diftra&tion, I flew out of the grotto;
(but:may'no fuch fpetacle ever meet the'eye
of a.daughter !) I'-found my father, at the di-
ftance of fome ‘paces, lying on his right fide,
 haif raifed ‘o his;etbow ;. his face 'inclined to
) P the
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the greund; his left hand placed near his
heart; his clothes drenched' in blood. On
my approach, he railed bis bead, and. giving
me a look, which I can never banith fram my
remembrance, exelaimed, in, 2 languid veice,
« gh, Harrietty! Harriotte! ki thés the re-
ward of my Rindnefs #” ¥ hadibur jut ftrength
fufficient ta Ragger te the dreadful fpot, lay
1y cheek clofe to his pallid faee, and fink fenfe-.
lofs by his fide. What followert I knos wot.
Fhe firfh citcomftances I reeoliet were my.
being in bed: in. may: own. apatorent, my mid:
weeping by me, and my duher: chaffing my-
templds. A fhort time difdo{eda feens which
my recest fitustion hadfhut outfrom: me 5 and-
which, as fodn as my fereigth eaid. fpirits weuld
permib, mvy hyotlier commwhinicated: to. the fol-
loming purpsst: " o - - .

M- fathers om; his being: adsnied -hame by
thefe wham Beaumarche: batl idifpatched, to him
afliftange; - and an the furgoen’s drefling the:
wound . withevt. pranpunsitg . ahp thing deci-.

) ! five

-

~

e —
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Live velative to the event, addrefied his attend-
ants in ¢hefe -words: “ As it is uncertain whet
Rate of body sbdimind Imay be in a few hours
hence, and 28 3.am mow emabled to.reveal the
caufe of ary prefeat-fituation, I vanccive it bat
juftice to dilclofe . what,.if Jeept foceet, might
perhaps heresfrer sffelt the:life and charallter
of a fellowscresture.”. /Fig thenbriefly related,
that, impdlled by an wngovermblcfury, he had
firft given Beaumasshé: sbasive languagey and
then ‘inffed on his drawing kis Tword on the
fpot : That:Beamiarihé ad aepostedly in-
treated him to liften for a few moments to
arhut ise Iiad 4o declare, ut to o purpole;
wad that while my falver advanced to sttack '
Hiim, Beanmarché cominwed remcating on'the
defenfive, fill urging him, for God's fake, 2w
attend to what he had te commanicate s That,
in retreating, Beaumarché's foet- having €o-
‘countered the ftump of a tree,-occedoned him,.
 afeer Raggering u-few paces backwards, to fall;,
and that my father, haftily advancing, and en-
countering the fame obftruion, fell likewife,

Pa and,
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und, in his fall, the extended fword of Beau-
marché entered his left fide near his heart:
‘That when Beaumarché had. difengaged hini-
felf, and found how matters fkood, his. conduct
(to ufe my fathers own.words) was humane,
manly, and affefling. « Had I known (faid
he) as fouch of. this young man previous. to
this rath,action, Limiglit Mave aéled otherwife;
but it'is now too-Jase to sefledt, All I have to
add is, that whatever.maybe the confequence of
my imprudencey the fault.was all my own ; the
young man was perfé@ly innocent.” )

. As my poor father had forefeen, a thert time
made 2 very confiderable change on beth body
and mind. A fever, accompanied with deli-
rium, continued for eight days; at the end of
which, having recovered the ufe of his reafon,
I received a meflage to attend him. On, my
entering. his chamber, he defired. ¢very one
but my mother to leave the room ; and having
feated myfelf, by his defire, at the fide of his

. - . ud‘

[
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bed; he addreffed mecneaxly in -the following.
words: - st

.. I have fent for youyHarrietidy previons tp-
my diflolution, that you might seceive, fragy my-
own lips a declaration.that I dje inrfieace with
a child. whom I have ever ténderly loved, and’
" to whem, notwithftanding the impropriety of
her lawe' condul, I wilh overy. future hapgi-
nefs. All I haye now: to -intpaat -is, -that you
will-plainly and .cmdidly.tdage what, hqs pafled:
between you. and the young. man who has acy-
sidentally besn the caufe of my prefeat mis.-
fortune,. as-1 cannat.compole my miad to pers
fa) ferenity while as-ambiguity. hangs over-
the hongur of my family. Yey haxe ajready
daalt difingenuoufly with-me; Fhepe you wilf
not now, as there is nothing. from a dying fa~
" sher you have tq fear.” _Ae foon 25 the excefs
of grief allowed me.utteratide,..Jy. without dil-
guife, difclofed every circumftance which had.
paficd berween-Beatiptarché: apd gna; Bot-even.
concealing ouy niarringe ;- aad, Having Madame,
: B3 —y
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emee'g letter in my pocket, I took it out and
read it, together with ene I had likewife recet-
ved from a near relation of our own, relative
'to Beaumatché’s charaffer and conne&ions.
% Read that letter over again” (faid my father,
meaning Madanre ’s). 1did fo: at the
conciufion of which I beard -him, with an ele-
vated and emphatic tone-of-voice, fay,  Bon/”
After a thort paufe, he ftretched out his handj
ind taking mine, with a loek expreffive of re=
Hignation and joy, faid, 4¢ 7 mow die in peace:
" my bonour is not tarnifked- by your-condud, nor
my family difgraced by the conmeétion. Had
kndwn thefe particulars in time, Harriette; my
folly would not have been fo great ; but I-feel
the hand of - death cold upon me. -Farewell }
Be kind to each others and may Almighty God
make you beth happy I” So faying, he extend-
ed his otlier hand to my mether, and in 3 few
moments breathed his faft.- - . .

Sucw (faid Madame Bellanger,-with a flood
of tears) was the clofe of:a fcene of conceal-
- —— N ment

M
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nrent and duplicity on’my part; and fuch'the
confequences: of a clandeftine union,. entered
into without the: knowledge and -apprebation
of thofe who had cherithed me with:.the uté
moft - tendernefs; and: treated. me with" unres
mitting indulgerice! - Let:none (continued the;
‘Jooking at her daughter) imagine that a behis
viour' fo diﬁu’géhuour, can ever be confiftent
with filial-duty, or:agreeable to the diates.of
morality. Candour in every past of our own
condué, and confidence in thofe whom we
Iove and ‘have caufe (to efteem, are never-
failing fources of ferenity and pleafure s bes
caufe, whatener may be. the .. cdnfequence,.
fomething whifpers, even in the hour of difdp~
pointment, that we have alted. our part with
peopricty. % But what i “parents are; altoge-
thdr unreafonable and rigid (faid Mademoifelle
Anteinnette).”—¢¢ It is then time énough to
counteract their feverity: (faid. her mother). " At
ill events, young womes; . whoft -affetions are
engaged;, atevery improper judges of their own
conduét. (| By'opening their minds to a parent;
i if
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if they meet not with -their approbation, they
will at Jeaft hear their objections ; and thefe of-
ten are mot unworthy of ferious atteation..
But I have -already encroached too- much 6n
your pitience. (faid Madame Bellanger): to-
morrow 1 -fhall refume iy narrative, ard con-
clude a feries of trials, the remembrance of
which are ftill painful;.and which I thall there-
Jore communicate as briefly as the circume
ftances will admit.” -

TFue mext evening, having again repaired

%0 our former &tuation in the plantxin wilk,

Madaue Bellangel: refumed :her hﬁoxy as
folfows.. 4 Y,

“ A i’ew days “afcer the deseaft of my fa-
ther, I received.a:lexter from Beawmarché, .in-
timating his. immediate depatture for the Weft
Indies. Some:monthsaftor bronght me intel.
kgenoe . of his fafe arrivat:at Gaadaloape,. and:
of his’ determination: to retiim- to Eugepe the:
moment - he avranged .imatters with his fathes,.

and:

— ——
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.and was affured he- could return- with - fafety.
During thia dreary, interval ofifeparation, I con-
.tinued clofe at Bidrpoint 3 iny fpirits fupprefied
.with the-racamt calamity.of our family y- depri-
.ved' of the anly: perfon.who could:wdminifter
-cemfort and gé!rfolgtibn 3 -andr-brooding. over
-a.moclancholy tnain o ideas; arifing from ah
wicerraiaty of ever-behalding the object of miy
affeftions lagain.. My poor mether, as may
well be duppofed, was, ‘of all others,  the leolt
.qualified to allcviaté my fufferingd, and didlipase
the ‘gloom that hupg over mre. My brother,
.on the death: of my father, had returned frorh
‘the univérﬁty s:and. alshough reconciled to my
.wnipn,- and -difpofed . 40 - entertain favourabde
-fentiments -of Beaumarché, was neverthelefs
too young and giddy to afford thofe foothing
attentions which a mind agitated like mine
required. Old Beaumarché, indeed,.and his
lady did every thing in their power to afluage
* my fufferings, and kindle a hope of future joy
and tranquillity in my mind : and as a perfe&
barmony now fubfifted between their ‘family
and
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and our’s, my refidence was principally with
4he dld poepic at Bellevue; ‘the mear vicinity
of which to Pierpoint, cnabled mc to dedicate
4a daily portion of my time %o .my.mother.
But it was not .at Bellevae that :my heart
could experience repokc ; overy objed, cvery
haunt, recallod the remembrance of circam-
ftances, which terminated in: melancholy, gricf,
wnd remorfel If, imadvertently, I ftxuck in-
#o_any -path that lsd to “the 'gootto =f .Ave
smd death, I fterted. back: with horeor and
affright. ¥, accidentally, I encountered the
fteeam, the mrbour,or the tree, where tendee.
wrefs ‘and worth bad . often detained -me till
*.Bue :fpraad ber montle -of grey, my fighs
and tears burft imftamanecilly, 'and left me
avitim to forrow and defpair. At -leagth,
after twelve tedious -melanchely tmonths, the
dappy period arrived, when the objett -of all
sy fond. hopes and withes returned, and flaw
to my cmbraces with ‘the tran{perts of undi- -
minthed fove. :As foon-as decency and at-
tention:to :pue friends would. permit, we deft
.« thofe
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thole gloomy abedes of former misforturie, andl
sepaired to Basis; where, for two yeard, we pare
took of every happinefs which agreeable: afio=
ciation, eafy fortune, and the mofk perfeét afe
fe@ion, could befbaw. . In. this, period, our joxs
wene: iicresficd: by - the-birth of this young wde
man whot mow Jiftens-to this melancholy! regie
tal. But the joys.of.lifs,” and: thair. fbabilitp
(faid Madame Bellangtr), are.gencrally in: psos
postion. to their ardowr, and mine were oo tapw
tezons to-Jeft ! ‘
[® e o ] :
. 'A.-s this-t'mw,.kstet,s.amiviug fronm.. Behtle
maxche’s 3 apquaintieg -him of hig declix
ning flate of health, and Rrongly-folieiting his
prefencs.in Guadaloupe,: we prepared for. oue
immediate departure s Jeavingithis young pledge
ot our Tove. behind. fot the henefic.of her edu»
cation,. .

‘W aerived 'hut in-time.-to- witnefa my poast
fathebvin-law's deceaft—A moyrhfiib welcome
tw thefe regions; and an/omiimoud prefage of. the
trraly;thas awsited med. M. Beaumasche, e

R . his
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his fatherfy death, Yook “an ‘immedisasicharpe’
of the valuable properties he lefebelind him ;
confifting.‘of two fugar eftates; one of cof-
fee, and about 800 Negroes. B¢ing a man
of univerfal benevolence' and humanity, his
ehief attention ‘was) direed 1o the comfort
and : happinefs of thofe wretched foas and
daughters™ of adverfity, whom misforturic had
doomed ~ ¢o- perpetual ‘flavery. Accuftomed
to; fcees where feftivity and freedom had
brightened the paftimes of thofe with whom
he had fpent his early days on the continent
of Europe, he could not behold the fun of li-
berty fet on thoufands around “him, without -
fighing for- calathity, and. endeavouring,” by
every indulgence; to meliorate their condition,
and cheer ‘their .hours of ‘captivity. In vain
~ did his managers and neighbours reprefent the
impropriety and danger annexed to a fuddenly:
relaxed fyftem : In vain did his friends intreat
him “to introduce gradually wnd . émperceptibly
changes which, as they-were unufual-and un-
expeéted, ‘might cotherwi(é :lead :to a want:of
due fu’botdmatxon among thd flaves, and -prove

deftruQive
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deftrudive, not only to himfelf, but to the ge-
neral fafety of .the community. Beaumarche,
impelled by.an enthufiaflm of humanity, and
an _indignation. flowing from a fenfe of op-
" opreflion, defpifed fuggeftions, which he confi-
dered in nio other light than as.the fneaking
infligations of intereft and callous infenfibility
to the fufferings. of the unfortunate. « No! -
(exclaimed he) it thall never be faid that I ac-
quiefce in fuch deteftable doftrines. The love
of FREEDOM is implanted in every breaft; and
camfort,. relaxation,- and mirth, are privileges
peculiar to no fet of . men upon-earth. They °
are, the gifts. of heaven, to foothe. and deaden
the.pangs-of adverfity ;. oz is it the colour of
a fkin, or the texture of a frame, that can ope-
rate .to their exclufion. Since deftiny, or
chance, or whatever_ it may be called, has
doamed thefe, miferables.to the wretehed ot of
bondage on ;my property, fhall I not endeavour.
to render that bopdage a5 eafy as poifible ¢
Shall I not try. to lighten the chaine that weigh.

Q. them
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them downr and gall them to the quick? and
fhall I not, when the heavy tak of labour
ecafes, make them, by a few camferts, lic down
on a bed of repofe 5 and, om the day of relaxa-
tion, by a [few. induigences, osake them rife
up to merriment and joyp? By theGod of
JusTice and mercy (faid Beaumarché) § will ;
and, ¥ I err, I am comfident that the fame

jultice and. mercy will acquit me I™

Sucs were the refolutiopis of Besumarché,
founded: on principles the: moft generows and
benevolent; and thefe refolutions ke earvied
into immediate execution, ‘Convineed that: the
ufual labour ecftablifhed on fuger propeyties
way oo great to infure heulth, vigous, and
fpirits to the flave, he remitted twohours daily
exertion; mamely, one hour ia the cvening,
which enabled -the Negroes to prepare their
fupper in time, and to enjoy 2 longer, and:
confequently 2 more refrefhing repefe; and

haf an hour longer at breakfat amd at din-:

ner,
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net, as a velaxation from fatigue, aad an ad.
divienal &gring to fucoceding labour. During
thefe intervals, it was Beaumarché’s particular
objet to light up the Negro mind to cheerful-.
nefs; not enly to deaden the thought of ap-
proachisg toil, but to render that toil light.
fome hy the profped of fuaceeding comfdrts,
& To hold wp ag unvaried picture -af dreary
exertion ((aid he) s, of all methods, the meft
efe@ual to deprefs sthe mind, and to plunge it
into defpondengy. To.fhut out the little joys
and patimes pf sgcreation from thofe who,
alas! .have litsle elfe to look up to, is to ex-
© clude evegy relief of light from the picce, aad
to exlnbxt a fucceflive combination of dark
{hades, a8 yainterefting to the eye as it is dif«
mal to the imagination. Let them thesefore.
he bappy, poor fouls, when they can (faid
Beaumarché to his managers and overfeers) ;
and when. the hour of labour commences let

them be bufy: butlwxllhavcnemmng and -

flathing on my property without my imme-
dinte knowliedge. Punithment mult, and thall

Qa be,
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be, inflited for crimes and mifdemeanouirs 3
but never by the wantonnefs of paffion or thc
caprice of power.”

In addition to thefe immunities, Beaumar-
ché fubjoined the privilege of another day in
cach week, as a recefs from general labour,
and as the means of affording the Negro a
complete boliday. * You give them (faid he)
Sunday to themfelves as a day of reft and re-
creation ; but, pray, how is this accomplithed?
This is the only day they have to cultivate their

grounds; carry their provifions to market,’and

travel often between- twenty and thirty miles
before - they return with the rewards of ‘their

induftry. Is this a day of reff # can it be call- .
ed a day of recreation? On the contrary, I-

do maiatain, it is one of the moft lgborious: the
Negro has in the week. How, then, can he
poflibly look forward to it as a day of ap
proaching comfort ? He fhall -(except during
crop time) have Saturday to Yook after, and ar-
rangc, his own little concerns, afid Sunday to

: . enjoy
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qq:ah pivafen. 3t mujp sheriy swich: dme
tauthyrbe faid thet the Negno atct a-wock heg
s.ibefidey.”  Thas:laft innrk of . Stawmarché's
philrrithropy: was theanck de afierwadtls fpli
I])Oﬂ_.»ﬂdpw the fafil gapic of . his: riieg
and - that of sll :Bis inhsppy -iconacQfionmd
o That L4ovld have; cably-predicies-(faid M
Petguin, who hid jeiscd: us a8t slmebot
fore, and who fiioned attentively -te-this pats
of Madanie Bellanger’s narsative); that 1 could
bave-caly prediCed; for 2 more wild avd ime
prydent fpRetn, 1 think, 1 nevor yot hoard-of.}
¢ Pawdogmer medy, Munfienr (frid-Madamé Bels
fanger); withowt #ny partislity to Monfewt
Beanmarckic, I think I may ventuse to dfiert;
¢hat, excepting the over indulgence of #iso furs
<eedin diys of: freedom -id she week, which
unquéftiotahly wael impmdénty emary-othor
pait of kis. fylém Was asjudiciens: ds-it Aves
huimdne. But-Idhall likGen 0 4 bovolfies, Ml
fvenith .you ‘with mare sonvineing’ hﬁm«fa
my hddmg,thw Qtnmqnm e -

cggeniv

i Q3 For
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‘For nearly twelve months, Beaumarché ex-

perienced all the fatisfsQion which a generous
snd compaffionate mind feels on perceiving the
good ¢ffe@s of inflitutions founded on juftice
snd mercy. His flaves increafed daily in
ferength, health, and cheerfulnefs; and cvea
his managers and neighbours, while they repro-
bated the fyftem, were forced to confefs ‘that
they were the fineft looking Negroes in the
iffand. In the meanwhile, every thing went
on with alacrity and pleafure. The dance and
the fong went hand in hand with hibour 5 the
found of théfom som and the dengah was nightly
heard on the cftate; the Sunday was. devoted
to jollity ; and entertainments, fuch as confti-
" tute the Negro's principal ‘delight, generally
crowned the weekly toil. But-while this ex-
cellent man exulted in-the increafing happi-
nefs and comforts which his benevolence had

| AT Tt

diffufed afound him, he litthe dreamt of thein-

fluence which an over-relaxed fyftem had pro-
duced on uncultivated- minds, deflituté of
moral virtues, and ftrangers to the foftening
g o ties.




CHARLES MACPHERSON, EsQ. 18}

ties of gratitude and affeCtion. Had he cons
tented himfelf with granting a moderate éx-
emption from daily exertion, and aMotted a
certain portion of time occafionally for the ar-
rangement of the Negro’s private concerns,
fo"ds to have ‘enabled him to participate of one
diy’s recreation in the week, all might hive
been well, and his property and flaves have
improved under fuch wife and lenient admis
niftration. But by devoting two complete days,
immediately fucceeding, to the wild ungo-
verntable conduct of a-fet of beings . infatiable
in their love for pleafure, and boundlefs in

* their enjoyment of it; was laying a foundation
for habits inimical to induftry; and totally fub-
verfive of {fubordination ; and fo, when it wis
too ldte to apply a remcdy, did. he to his ﬁal
expmence, find. -

InsTEAD of appropriating the time allotted
to the cultivation of their grounds, raifing their
flock and provifions, and carrying them to
marketythefc unhappy-votasits v siot and ex-
g 1 cefs
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ocls thought, at laft, of nothisig byt ¢ gratifi.
cation of pafliens originatig in favage habits,
and grown fironger by daily indnlgence. Whele
days were confumed in revels ; whole aights
devoted to intemperance, without insermidion
or repofe. A fudden change ia profperdyds
00 often productive of arregamce srweng this
moft civilited nations; can.it therefone bedup-
pofed that a fudden over indulgence cosld be
produlive of goodeffelts on: minds  wacult.
wmed by ought to enlarge the underftanding
sr bumanize the heart?  Little philofoplry 46
meceflury to cnable us to reafon jultly ow this
peint; yet Beaumarche, with all his philefophy
and feperior sbilities, through the modiam of
enshufiaflic huwnanity, faw-cbjolts indiftinttly,
g wis deativeid | Whilc: he liftened with
rapture to the nightly found of thefasgnd
snd the fom tom on his eftate, and indulged
Bimfelf in the plealing refletion that the hap-
#fs childeen of hendige were enjoying doms
Sortestifing fvom 3. meliomation: of kheiricon
disiong ik rpitg nveeqlioftion b itheir mis-

fortune
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fortusie in the ruflic nferriment of their hams
let, a very different train of operations was
going on; hnd the very circumftances which
he vainly conceived contributed fo effectually
to the profperity -of his concerns, were the -
means of diffenfion, diforder, and final deftruc-
tion of his propérty. :

Tae fyﬁem of recreation which Monfieur
Beaumarché had eftablithed on his eftate, nae
turally drew together a concourfe of flaves .
from ' the adjacent properties every Sundayto
le Moulé, ‘A comparative view of condition
us haturally followed, and led to animadvers
fions and murmurs, which may well be fuppos
fed could not be favourabk to general order
or refignation. On'the other hand, a conftant
patticipation of iridulgence was attended with'
confequences as natursl as fatal among thofé
who neither reafon with propriety ner a@t with
difcretion. From eafe, comfort, and recrea<
tion, a Jove of pleafure became the predomi-
nant defire. This led to excefs; excefs to tur«

W bulence
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buleace ; and twrbulence to rebellien. A total
difregard to ther own cencemms, and an un-
willingnels to execute their ufusl taflss, were
.the firft fympoms which awakemed fufpicions
in the mamagers and overfeers, and at laft
roufed Monficns Beanmanché to 2 femfeof dan.
ger. He plainly perccived that mastere had
gone too far, and had continued too longs
that the perind -of fubeedinition had -cmaled,
and that the dread af punibment was owet.
The daring demssansur of the Coremantac, and
the falion afped of 2be Ebe, aeld dim that they
foamed iat his shacats, . and dilsegarded his-ade
wopisions. He: therofore datermained, by ene
bold flep; to intimidate by sersor zather than
enforce by preoepts and, by the dint of in-
wepidity, to re-oftablith fubvrdinaties, or to
porith in 4be attempt. - Having communicated
kis intentions to his menagere and tha different
‘white perions on the etate, they prepared
themiolves accordingly ; and the next morning,
at the ufual bour of labour, ascomspanied him
ta the ficld. ’
WaER
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" Weasn the flaves were all affembled, Beéau.
marché, in a firm tone, told them, that, fee~
ing they had made fuch a bad efe of the in~
dulgence and: favours granted. thiem; he had: de
termined to'reduce them to their former flate,
until, by'their behaviour, they evinced a com-
plete reformation; and that whoever, in fu«
ture, dafed to refufe to execute, or to mur-
mur at his tafkj fhould be punifhed with feve-
rity. - A Coromantee, the ringleader of rebél..
lion, bold and fierce 4s the tyger of Kis coun-
try, threw down, in token of difobedience and’
contempt, the bl he held in his hand; and
foMing his arms, with a fillen and determi-
ned countenance awaited the farther proceeds
ings of his mafter. Twenty more of the fame
nation fofowed the example of their country.
man. Beaumarché, prepared -for the woift,
forgot not his réfolutions ; and ftepping up'tor
the GrRk aggrefior, ordered -him inftantly tof
take up his bill, and proceed to work on painr
of immediate death. ¢ And who is to kill
me! (returned this undaunted chief, eyeing his
: mafter
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mafter with ineffable fcorn) a white man ?”’
—=¢ [, villain! (faid Beaumarche,, drawing. a
piftol from his pocket, and prefenting it) .J
will.” The favage, enraged but not intimida-
ted, fnatched up the bill.(got as an infirument
of labour but of defiruction), and Beaumarche,
fecing no alternative, laid him inftantly dead.
at his foot. The fudden and unexpeQed fate
of their leader, joined to the prompt and vi-
gorous condu@ of Beaumarché and his fol-
lowers (each of whom, with cocked piftols in
their hands, denounced fimilar vengeance on;
all who dared to rebel), ftruck a panic into the,
minds of the moft refolute ; and, for the time,
crufhed this premeditated and alarming ‘ipfur-
re&ion. The twenty Coromantees, who had
thrown down their bills, were immediately
feized, and put in irons for future punithment;.
and the reft, profefling repentance and refig-.
pation, i:robcedcd, without murmuring, to the.

labours of the day. ' -
AFTER 2 conﬁnemeng:_of fome days, which
was
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was judged neceflary to imprefs on the Ncgfo
mind a proper fenfe of recent tranfations, the
twenty Coromantees were folemnly brought
. forth, before all the flaves on the plantation,
to veceive that punithment publicly, which the
nature of crimes fo atrocious required. ~Pre-
vioufly to the inflition, Beaumarche addrefled
the' whole body, not as a harfl and fanguinary
tyrant, but as a kind mafter and a friend. He
reprefented to them, in glowing colours, the
peculiar indulgences and comforts he had be-
ftowed upon them fince he came among them,
and their moft ungrateful and unnatural re-
tarn. He reminded them, that, fince his arri-
val, there had not been one public punithment,
and that the crack of the whip had fcarcely
been heard on the eftate; but finding that fa-
vours were produive of diforder, and gentle~
nefs, of difobedience and rebellion, he was de-
termined to convince them that he could be
fevere as well as lenient, and juft as well as
humane. ‘He, therefore, left it to their own
choice, whether, by their conduét, they were

R to
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tobe treated, in future, as good Negroes, or
punithed as bad ones. If the laft, he affured
them, that no behaviour, on their fide, how-
ever daring or defperate, would ever prevent
him, for a2 moment, from infli®ing the moft
* exemplary and rigid punifhment § whereas, on
the other hand, no confideration wou'd induce
him to withhold favours from the diligent and
the deferving ; nor would any thing afford him
more fincere pleafure than that of once more re-
ftoring to them thofe indulgences and exemp-
tions they fo lately enjoyed. The cuftomary pu-
nifhment of thirty-nine lathes was then appli-
ed ; but, from the fullen fortitude with which
they bore it, ‘the managers were not inclined
to augur very favourable confequences. .,
~ Fon fome time, however, matters went on
in the ufual routine; and Beaumarché was at '
length fo much convinced of the thorough' re-
formation of his flaves, that the period was
fixed upon, and-even pmmifqd, for the refto-
ration of al their former indulgences; with
) this
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this difference only, that, inftead of Saturday,
Thurfday was the day allotted for the arrange-
ment of.their own concerns. But thefe regula-
- tions never took place; nor did the period evet
arrive, when this kind and benevolent miafter
reaped the rewards which his benevolent and
bumane fyftem fo juftly intitled him to. The
€pirit which a twelvemonth’s eafe and feftivity
had kindled, could mot be eafify extinguithed
ift minds prone to every excefs of enjoyment;
snd bevome impatieht ander reftraint, Formed
exemptions, excited no- other -fenfations thani
the defire to extend the -unbonnded lmits of
feufialty; while receat: sftablifbinents of ort
Her; refiriCtions, and punifbments, dwelt in<
ceffantly on the mind, and. filled the favage
{foul with bloody and ungovernable revenge.

.- AT the dead howr of night (may no fuck
ever vifit the inhabitants of thele ifles!) the
alarming found of the plantation fhell ‘was
heard at a-diftance ; and immediately after, one
of the overfeers, rufhing into our bedchamber,
: R2 brought
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brought intelligence, that all our flaves and thofe
of the neighbouring eftates were in rebellion,
and proceeding to inflant defRru&ion. Beau-
marche had but juft time to feize Iis arms, and
give orders for affembling all the whites and
the domeftic flaves, when the thell blew at our
Negro houfes, not a quarter of a mile diftant.
The firft thing Beaumarche attended to, was te
intruft me and my infant child to the care of 2
favourite Mulatto domeftic, with inftru&ions
- to convey us with the utmoft fecrecy and dife
patch to Port Louis, whither,, he promifed to
follow as foon as it was praticable. It is ut~
tetly out of the power of language to defcribe
what I fuffered at this moment.. Lofing.all
fenfe of my own fafety in the apprehenfion of
my hufband’s danger, I clafped him in a fran-

tic embrace ; and declaring I would net ftir

without him, implored him, by every expref-
fion of love, frenzy, and defpair, to accome
pany me. But with this réqueft he, in'a few
hurried,- though endearing words, affured me,

it was utterly impoffible for him-to comply.
‘ «lf

= A TR
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t If I'sbandon my proparty. by fights my depr-
et Harrientd.(faid he), igevitable: vpin mult
follow. Their fitft fep, an mifling me, wayld
be to purfue, and, in all probability,- avertake
and facrifice ns to their prefent. fury, © By rer
maining here on the {pot, uodduntad: apd.atm:
¢d - with -my .astendants, I fhell:4t leafk, be
engbled to hear their complaints, aud; by pro-
mifes,” ward of immediasé - defradion, will

morg efiectual means can be procuted to crwfh

the infurmtions”  This, whike hé . tendérly
owpeaced: me, was all the-cowld foy. Snatch-
ing. up bis. fon, ehenbut -eighteen manths oid,
in his anbs, he -hurvied mivout of -thé room,
Balf ‘drefled- as I was, to°a’ hae'k'_doot,. where-
the Mulatto flawe and 2 hoyle waited to.receive

s, . : YT e

: Toavgring thtough déep ravins and fo-
litary. woods, - wd. had procemied by unfrequent-
od paths 2 few: miles. ffom 'le. Moule, when,.
afcending a-fieep hill, and hearing my. guide
e,xchun, with aftoni(hment apd.tbrror, Mon
R 3 : Dieu'’
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Dieu! quel fpeSacle! 1 looked back, and beheld
our whole property, houfes, wosks, and plan.
tation, in one blaze. It is neediefs for me to
tell you - what my fenfatiens wese at that mo-
ment. Beaumarché occupied my whole mind ;
and had it not been for the remonftrance of
my guide, § alually would have returned, and;
amidft lames and deftru@ion, afcertained’ my
hufband’s fate, er have perithed in the attempt.
The poffibility, however, of his having cfca-
ped, weighed more with me than any remon-
. ftrance or confideration of immediate danger.
Arrived at Port Lowis, our intelligence fpread
univerfal terror and coafternation. - Irr a fhort
time multitedes eame pouring.in from the dif-
ferent adjacent propertics 3 but ncither Beau-
marché nor any perfon from ours were among:
_the number. At length fome {laves, who, by
fkulking among the woods, had efcaped the
gencral flaughter, arrived, and marrated a take
which, even at this diftance of time, I have

not power to recapitulate. Saffice it to fay,

that, after domg every thing which humanity,
prudence,

areyrT "
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. pradence, and courage; could execute, my dear
and ilbfated hufband, and all his -followers;
were maflacted,’ in a manner too fhocking for
defeription, by thofe who had fo oﬁen tafted
Kis bounty ;- and who, undera government fo

liberal ind mild, nghu have enjoycd eafc, cdm-
fort, and conte'nt DA

. . P
R Rl A

- It was many moriths before general tran-
quillity was eftablifhed by a fuppireffion of ‘the
revolted flaves. A numiber of valuabit ‘pro-
perties were totally deftroyed ;' amorig ‘which
. were thof¢ of Beaumarché; * this coffee planita:’
tion excepted; which, front its peculiar fitua.’
- tion and diftance front’ the'feat of nbexii&n',‘
happily-efcaped. During ‘this mtcrv‘al’of cbn-
fuon and” alarm, I remained at a friend'y'
houfe:in Port Louis, totaly infenfible to every’
thing that paffed; 'and, unlefs it were' the
chatins infeparable” from the 'aﬁ'cfiiom of a
fond mother, ‘T may, with tthfh affert, that"
every other ‘enjoyment: %vas z ﬁiangcr to my
beat, . . . v v clat
- i
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I'raD wristen  home to my uncle an.acy
count of my calamity ; and hasing scqwainted:
h'im. at, the fame, time, with. oy incapacity to-
engage in any,thing relative to future manages
meot, I waited with a.patient indifference it}
he cither arrived himfclf, or depyted fome per-
fon on the fpot, to take charge gf the remaine~
ing wreck of our fertune. In the mtcrv;l,
however, my. friends bere were. not inaQive.
As I was, in every refped, by much the. greateft,
fufferer, they exerted themfelves warmly in my
behalf; and, aCuated by the double impuife
of commiferation . and: benevalgnee,. in. a very
confiderable degres, retricved ,my affaiys fromy
the defperate flate in which .the regent rebiel-
lion had involved them.. From .the number-
of revolted Negroes- cayqrqd, ;3L vas. ]udgcd '
expedient to make it a genesal congern; ands
as a reftoration. of. thafe .to thieir, former refis -
dence would, of all plapsy have heen - the meft
dangerons, it was.detepmined: t diltribute, the.
zevolters, in {mall logs - apmong -shefe whale:
flaves had efcaped mfc&lon, and who, on thsir:

ﬁde,.
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fide, agreed-:to exchaoge -an-equal numbér in
return.  By-this judicious and humane pegu-
Iation, 2 great, many of -thefe puhappy wretehi¥s
were faved from exgcution; and the different
fafferers confiderably indemnified. for their ve.-
cent lofs. The good effeéls of thig fyftem’ wis
experienced i)y_ me¢ in particular;- for every
_perfon being defirous to coptribute. to my, ver
lief, above 500 chaice flayes were; on my unvle’s
ariival, ready. to be employed, on- his proparty
as foo.i;‘ as matters were in a fifustion 'toxes
ceive them: This, however, 'could not be dca
complifhed without confidetable: time and ex»
pence; and my uncle, paw advaneed in lific
and pnwilling ta aubark on new agd extenfive
operations, - judged iy meft advifable- to..dif-
pofe of one eftate, reRrving. the other, well
ftocked and full handed, for the behoof of his
grand-nephew, my fweet little CBARLES, the
innocent companion - of “my fufferings, and
foother of my diftrefs.’ : .

_ Mr nnclc s generoﬁty ﬁopt not here.. Qba
T ferving
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ferving my extreme ‘averfion to engage again
in tanfaltions which recalled a remembrance
of late: ¢calamtities, and agitated my mind with
horror and hlarm, he, unknown to me, arran-
ged'a plan ‘of operations, which nothing but
the beft and moft benevolent difpofition could
huve foggefted. A fhort time after his arri-
wal, he propofed, by way of exercife and a-
nwfoment, w thort’ exturfon’ into- the: country.
Puring ‘our ride, b topk oeeabon to inquire i
£ thad -ever :flen ‘ouplittie Tebffeé plafitatiornr,
which (he Kidyhe had fome theughts of keepe
ing 2 Om:thy anfweritig in the negetive, he
informed me, That'we were little more fhan a
nile feomb iy, *amid "findiisg'® Rid: tve objettion,
wib froack fulldénly into & path that ‘winded up

& freep mourtain, through feenes the moft rot ~

mantic'and piGturefque I had evey beheld:
. YON reaching thefummit, and ‘obferving no-
thing that announced habitation, I could net
help telling my uncle, that his miles were ra-
diér lomg ones, *"To which I only anfwered
- - withe

. __,__——‘.._‘—
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" with afmile, not altogether fo long 23 you imae
gine. As we continued flowly defoending, my
gye, all at once, was arxefted by.a. piQure come
pofed of the moft interefting group. of rusal
beauticy Nature could well praduce: A Roping
Jawn, overfpread with the moft vivid.verdure;
occupied about a mile of a charming wmlley, ins
texfperfed with fwelling hills, planted: with cofs
fee, adorned with the cabbage, the cocos-nus,
and the cotton tree, in all their towering glovy;
and furrounded by abrupt clifs and ftupens
dous mountxins, whofe unmolefted forefts
feemed to wave their lofty branches in the
clouds. In the.midf of this romantic reszeat
ftood a fimple, though neat, habitation, en:
circled with the orange tree, the fhaddock, and

 the lime, in fruits and in bloffloms. The green
banana, waving and ruftling to the breeze,
gave a eal, as well as an imaginary, fenfe of
coolnefs 3 while the. thick umbrage of the
fpreading tamarind tree, as you entered, caft 3
fombre. and grateful thade around. “The fill
anefs and awful grandeur of the fcene gave a

' double



204 MEMOIRS OF - -

double effet to the mingled founds thatocta-

fionally. caught the car. - A fmall gang of
flaves, with jJaughter and fong, weré picking
coffee 'on the furroundimg ﬂopei. The roar-
ing of the mountain -ftream came foftened
at a diftance; while a. group of little- naked
favages tan clamoroufly Iporting before the
doar. On our approach, { was not- little fur-
prifed to find CaToN, my trufty mulatto guide,
ready to receive us; and on entering the houfe,
my aftonifhment increafed, on perceiving two
or three favourite female flaves (whom I former-
ly conceived had perithed in the general wreck)
come runming up to mic, with a mingled expref-
fion of joy and forrow in their countenances,
whigh touched me fenfibly. ¢ God blefs you,
Miflis! (faid they.all in one voice) God Amighty
plefs you, good Miflis! We once happy wid
you, Miffis; but Mafla—good Maffa dead |-— we
acba be happy no more !” My tears were all
the anfwer I could give to thefe kind and
mournful falutations: and my uncle perceiving
my afflition, condulted me to a neat hall,

_ hand-

——
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hahdfoniely farnifhed s .where, having calied”
for fome wine, he chauged the converfation, by
eniquiring after M.-‘Bdlangcg. . ¢ And what
have you got for dinner, Quathiba (faid my
unclé) B~ Me have got peppa pot, Mafla
(faid old Quathiba}—Me know Miffis love em -
~—Me have got craw-fith and mountain mullet
fref from' de riva—~One fine’ noung kid be
kill this moring, Maffa—and me have nice fat
cagon’ at defia.”—¢¢ Bravo! (fuid my uncle,
Kughing) ‘M.’ Bellanger, I find, ilives like &
prince; and your miftrefs.and I will dine ‘with
him’ to-day, Quafhiba.”~% God blefs you,
Maffa] (faid Quathiba) mé go make ting ready.”
My uncle then informed me that M. Bellanger
wag the gentlemari who fuperintended the ‘pro-
perty. * ¢ 'Hé ‘has heen: here (faid he) above
#tn years ; during whichi time he has, in‘every
refped, given me.much reafon to be pleafed with
his ‘condudt. Independewtly of great worth
and modefty, he has a thorough knowledge of
the treatment of the flaves, who-all adoré him,’
and who, fince his refidence here, have, in con.

' 8§ . fequence
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%guee of his judicions téeatment, increafed
nearly onchalf. He has felt the. cruthing hand
of mifortune, poor wan! (&id my uncle} a3
wall ds, othevs; and e he is: 2 gentleman by .
Virth; menners, and education, Fheve placed
him hete, in a fituation which is not difadvan.
tageous,. and with which he is perfellly fatis-
fied. You fee he is a man of tafte by the meste
nefs and prepretd of every thing avound him.
The howfe, indeed, is much Iinger-than ho has
any occafion for; but es. iy hunthey aned I
loved the man, we allowed him: to afd; in every
refpe&, according to his-own fancys and Lam
really charmed with the improvements. he bha
made fince my sbience. In the evening we
will take a walk, and explore more minutely
the beauties of this little fpot s whith, I affuve
you, are not few. M, Bellanger can furnifl
ua with excellent beds; and I camnat help
thinking (faid my umcle), that you will - fleep:
fully as comfortably hexe as in the bwming
towa of Pert Louis. :

Foxr
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. -For the ficlk time, during fix months, I ‘fat
dowa 1o 2 repaft, wheve comfort, fexenity, and
poaee, prefided. There was fomething in the
whdle of ‘this day's entertaimuient that operased
on nmy mind fenfibly 3 -fonsething that - mitiga.
ted my pxuins, tbothed my melamdlioly, and
pouudaihahg Saim into:s woonded fpirity
The aoyelty and uncxpedted besuty of dwm
place s the quisy, content, wnd, apparent fmppi-
- usfs, that fbemsed to eignevery: wheve arbymd;

. - ahe jutertidy with. thokt whom: 1. mever =2i

 pelied:to. héwe. fseh, nnd whe wil wied withy
¢éach: other inrendering me offices of hindugle p
she chesrfulnefs sod hilarity. of my good nacle’s
ecpverfation, joincd to the mild, fooéble, wad
eagsging. mumers of M. Bellangir~+all eons
fpired to deaden the poignancy of receat afi-
fidivn, aﬂ&lpoﬁthcmwwmmd
® sefignation and Tepofe,

In the cvpning my uncle, during the ine
fluence of a sefrefhing breeze, ivd me throogh
avmeqoﬁoenay new, interefling, and des

Sa Lightful,

-
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lightful. The hour of labour had juft ceafed,
and the flaves were returning, with merrimesns
and joy, cach to their refpeétive home, to pre-
pare their fupper s the Negzo's chief and fa.
voyrite repaft. . The departing rays of the fet-
ting fun, faintly gilded with a foftened light the
tops of the furrounding .mountains, leating a
reviving coolnefs.in the valley below ; where
the orange, the lemon, the pimento, -and the
Lime, fcattered their rich and united fragrance.
The brightning .verdure of the Guinea-grals
pafture, {woetly.comtrafted the plantain:walke
decpet green j -the ftveam. rolled babblisg: threl
she .banana grove; und, dver and. amonm, ~the
ey goats, that . byouaed . alogg. thie” lugb-
‘bouring. rocks, in tender refpenfes.anfyrered to
their complaining younglings below. But whyp
(faid Madame Bellanger) netd I defcribe: what
you all hear and fee at this mement? In this
identical plantain walk where we now fit, my
uncle; percéiving -the.increafing. pleafuie I ex-
pericnged from .ep -affemblage of . obje@s -at
eace peaceful, piéturefque, and fublime, atked

LR Lo me
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e ~what dréodght of M. Bellanger's fitwas
tion? « I dviik; Sir (faid I), it is peodel®
paradife : hiever did I behold sny inore wom- |
picteli 10: sy talte.”~wv It is buther vetived
{{#d my antle, with feéming indiffevcace), anid
wrill therefdoe, by -axiny, be confiderod fombve
st rdull wsts This retinenns {faid I) is to me
onc ofits priscigal atsraltions, The glare wmd
badtic of the wirid ase calculatid niily forthe
happy, the buly, or she gay; but to shofewhp
 hawe espetienced: ddverfity, and from whom
the wifes il founees of enjoymens ave fir evin
shried (1, 2 yétaent -from ;gencesl smufobacnt
muft be 2 relicf; smd o foéurity frtisd indrafion,
acharm ot deafk-ffaid 1, with sears)-they ‘wre
do ito fne."~tt M. dear Hoeriette:¢faid my
encle, akisig e Miskdly by thidherad) L rojoict
46-hear thaft fentiments. .My fchesity I pen-
otivey, has fucoceded .10 my withj..fory to be
Jeia with goy, My .metive in baipging yon
hichexywas,nn pthor ian. 10 fapnd yauriseli-
aptions relative:o.ganr making. this {poj yeur
xf»me plage-of. mﬁdfncc -Havigg, fow ap
v 53 ranged '
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aanged matters {o as to be enabled to return and
pals the remainder .of my days in Europe, I
soean to fhake. myfelf free of all Weft. Indian
sconcerns, and content myfelf with the fortune
1 have siready acquired ; which, thank God, is
mmply fuflicient. For this purpofe, it is my
dntention, previoufly to my departure, to make
.over the whole of the rémaining preperty,
now well fiocked and prepared for future im-
provement, to your infant fon :-and. it refts
rwith you, us a mother and a friend, - to render
‘this effe&uail, by fuperintending it till he arrive
at an age whien; with propriety, ke can take care
of it himfelf. In the intermediate time, your
sefidente here will be ‘fuited t6 your inclima-
tions ;. and, through the afliftance of M. Bel-
langer,. every thing condufted: with: eafe and
4ranquillity. * I.have prepared him' for the
event ;" and, I am perfuaded; nothing will be
swanting on-his part to-advance your intereft,
-and render your fituation agreesble. The pre-
. ‘fént plantation, ‘as-it now ftands, with the
figvés and every thing -pertaining’ te it, I thall
L = ’ gﬁgn
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-affign: over to you and your daughter, my fwest
- Antoinnette,” whom I love with: the - affe@ion
of a father, and to whofe education my beft
-andunwearied attentions fhail be dedicated. Till
«this is aceomplithed, your.time hese ¢an neither
be unpleafant ner unprofitable. It will-be
chiefly oecupied - in the agrecable office of an
:inftruor to your young fon, and as a guardian
of thofe prapestice. which, at a future period,
will devolye: to cach of your.children. Add -
9 this, that by the time education calls one
«home,- the other will be, reftored to you'»with
cvery improvement to fweeten your retipe-
ment, by the pofieflion of an accomplithed
.COmMpRaRion, to enliven your fogicty, and 3.con-
didens: 1o foathe and folace your diftrefs.:

It is unngceffary, 1 prefume, to remagk,
that an addrefs fo kind, liberal, and affeQionate,
filled me with gratitude and efteem, apd  that
the refult of my ungle’s humanity was my-im-.
-mediate retreat hither.. I have now refided.in
.this peabefnil retiremens about. fiftecn years ;

i during
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during which time I have cxperienéed incriea-
fing pleafure ; while Time, the grand deadener
of afflition, has, in a great meafure, foftened
the acutenels of former diftrefs. Owne of the
principal fources of my happinefs hasbeen the
growing profpenity of thofe immedintely under
my protetion ; and by-the. admirable amumage-
ment and affiftance of M. Bellanger, who has
gone hand in hand with me in ali my plars,
wre have happily eftublifhed a fyem which, vo
every mind endewed with humanity, me®t s
ford read and fubftanthil pleafire. - Prom thivty-
flaves, which, exchulively of a ‘few domettics,
were sl the Negroes en the phntation when
1 xrrived, the namber has nmow “invresfed to
fifty-five. But thisteid Madume Bellanger)
is a fmall confideration, when we refle&t that
afl thele are ‘Forrounded with - cotforts s -are
regufar, decent, and ordérly, in their conde@® 3
kind‘toone anether; and.fo astacked to me,
and plesféd with . their -condizion, thut they
ipreferit! to #bftAwte: freidom ; wa - offcr: minch
ithey hive repoutedly tefufod. ¢ God prefore:

us!

‘
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us (faid Penguin, who Jliftesied aitentively te
_  this:ladt-part of shbs narrative) God prefeide usj
Madame! this is wonderful .indeed ¢ How, it
the name of ntcremviniy; have you pesformed
fuch-saivaeles,. andi preduced a: revoliion da
the Negro saisid sshich was mever befire hensg
of "% Fhe revolution. is not fo miraculous
(faid Medame Bellanger), when ciscumrftances
ase duly atsended t0. Kfhall indeed gonfefs)
that whet | hawe happily.accomplififed: covdd -
' not bo pradticable suchy. whvne ; but iiiy-fitus
tion being peculisrly favdusable, I availed mys
felf of theé oppertenity: t. introduce 2 néw
modé of tzeatmind : - the p;rmﬂm of whiclr-\l
Mwwhn-~~ '
T:n condiion oft the N‘cgro nob only mﬁ
ngml to theve flavery, but to-the various mis
fevies annemed to-a ftate of favage and unfoviel
basbasifin, had often: firuck my. mind forcibly).
and as ‘diten induced me to inveftigate the
eaufe, with 2 view to remedy the evik The
more 1 examined, and the longer Freafoned
. on
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ou chis fubjelt, che more was I convineal, that
the principsl fourec of -calainity “was 2 :total
megleld of inflitutiens, caloulated B0 wous th
mind infenfibly feim habits of intempranve;
sndateke it-cnainoused of fixiobined dowmai¢
poace. Coulld L-enly convisies bel preavirens
turos (fald 1) that thepwonld . gein meeé by
kind md nniform attention o nnc anothesy
thaa by a.geasificatiom. of terhpbasry:and pyse
sasions induigence, much might dee dome:
which difuth a0d :delktoy tranauillity, migin
osafe ) and, infimed. of ‘hatesd snd diffentien,
yery diffpent covfaquences -onfar.  Mawringe,
properly ciablifhed between.she pustive, i well
knew was, of all other methods, the moft like-
Iy to check irtegulnrity, and produce general
wnion : butnesrriage, without fomething to-ren«
der ¢ binding, /lemn, und aiwelbive, was
next to nothing. . A fenfc of decency wes Siuft
%0 be implanted, before conjugal fsickity comid
even be underfeod;: and an impreflon of moe
' delly, jultice, and. attachment, made onthe .
. _ unreafoning
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sttend tarpitude, or confrious rofkituds fHheing
fram. decarum. Tea: have. attempted this by
procept, would have been -ax ridiculous 20 ind
ofiefusl ; but as interelk :never fiils 10 aperave
in:all fitustions, and axcvery:thing confjirad
x favers the attempt, I comnvusicated: my
plan o M. Bellanger ; who, heartily approving
oht,mgagcdwm,bymymmm
hapbm tomyncmn executiort, -

Mr!hgueqit mefdy be Mmbll
in: nmmber, . and thefe. all chofen and. valusble
flawes. Their place of refidence likewife was
fo rémote and compldtely. feparated foom. aghen
to. counterafd she effefls of good infinations.
Batwhbat 1 confilered as ome of tho gremeft:
advamtages, was the males and fémales being’
nearly cqual in nembery and,- cxcept-three or
four old Ovedlen, none sbeve the age ofthirty.’
Tees fivomed; wy prelintinary feps towards a:

. “ general
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‘general sefdmeation of manacrs was, fiwtk v
_ encotirage marriage, and.then, to repder. it as
binding and lafting as! peflible. This I at-
tempted, by leaving cvery ome to their owwm
choice,. sad having . the :cevemsony petformed
by M. BeHanger with folemnity before. me;
and inyariably in she ‘prefence of - all she thives
on the plantation, to whom I gave a marriagle
feafl, inflituted for the occefion. Thefe cerew
monies were always acoompanied with..donas
tions and advantages to the parties, with pro-
wiles . of - additional favoums for wu-adfiererice
0. conjugal duty, amdswith-'dénunciations: oft
punithment ‘and difgeace: for. the fmallek - in<
frivigemant. of -fidelity. Ne riex. pas; Montieur:
Beonguin (faid Medams Bellanger); do notr
langh. .I amrcopvinoed, fron Jorig experience,
thet 3 meglod -of thefe eRutial duties: isthe'
geand caude; not only of ‘sl the Negro's .anif-
ogndm&, but of qur fubfequent misfortene, :
Lt s only for. 2 maement reflack what woudd:
be the confaquerice asiong oouplislveDwiere wo:
reduceq to: hmilar ;. fituatons:. ;s [fomemy: sosh”

: had
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had as nrany wives, and thefe as many hufbands;-

as'the Negroes, where fhould we look for ho-

nour sor attachment on one fide; or modefty,*

fidelity, or love on the other? Would not ail

" be envy, rage, and uproar, 2s it too often is
among them ?  But, exclufively of every other
cenfideration, how can we ever expe& an in-

ccreafe of population amidft fuch unreftrained
and fcandalous irregularity? How look for

attention and affe@ion among parents, when

ne parent feels the tie? Can the huiband

clafp his reputed eoffspring to his heart, when -

he knows not who is the father? Can the:

mother watch over and nurture with tender-

nefs her infant charge, when ‘fhe fees no pa-

rent whe claims it as his own, feels for its’

wants, or provides for its neceffities ? Tmpof-

fible! Yet fuch is the real ftate of matters:
among the ill-fated Negroes ; the fatal confe~

quences of which are in thefe iflands yearly

and daily but too, evident. While population

is unattended to, impertation neceflarily muft’

follow. A frefh fucceflion of ignorant, andy

: T for
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for fome time, ufelefs wretches, torn from
their country and friends, powred in upon us
to fupply deficiencies; ‘and ere they. can be
ferviceable to us, or ufeful to themfeives, ex-

pofed to a varioty of fuffdrings; which, by.

attention and perfeverance on our-parts, might-

be greatly prevented.”—¢ And. did you: expe~ -
rience no diffiqulties-in"eftablithing this fyftem.

of matrimonial fidelity ?” ({aidiPenguin with a-
fpeer)—* Many (faid. Madame Bellanger): It
wap of.a]l other, tatks the moft; ardueouns I had
tp encounter.”——< I believe fo'* (fid- Penguin,
exultingly).—¢¢ Rerfevenince,. however, and,
let- me_addl, a.ljtte feverity, at laf prevailed:
(faid Madame Ballanger). Corposal punif-
ment I ever difliked ;' it degrades, deprefics,.
and- hardens, - the mind ;. and, uplefs for the
commiflion. of crimea ajtpgethtn atrecious or
dangerons,. I haye;: generally laidvitiaide. The-
made I adopted, on, the prefent accafion, to re~
prefs vice-and. punith.difohedience; I have rea-
{on to think, was much.more- effotual, —I:fhall:

briefly, mmlon ite -
As

- iR maew. .. -
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-~ As a general ‘encouragement to marriage,
and as an inducenient to an implicit adherence
-to its laws, 1 indulged the partics with an ad-
~ ditional day of :recreation in every:momh ; and
as a farther:mark of 'my favour, I, on theevens
ing of the fame day, eftublithed an -enternain.
ment or litle feflival, pastly as 2 commemo-
gdtion of matrimonial umion, dnd party as an
exampie of cheerfulnefs, joinbd lwith the ut.
ol yegulavity aall. dempérance. - 1 likewife
enadeia pradtide of Vilihig (ofcen the thoafos iof
ke lirdw. :miurtied puit, -ehquiking ‘patticularif
wityrtlmir Listle coniesgs anil womforts; and
sbhile { exiaringd-ahmiz Bojyfics, rjoultty, o
«ifibus, Sutvitdre, jaad suiclés \of appivel, 29
grosis.of myapprobatidn, and. ts ay tricoursge«
aiert-to future induftry, I-ufed genetally -so
leave fome masks of my bounty behind ‘me.
Thefe gratifications and peculiar attestions,
which (leaving gratitutle'ant df confideration}
operate ;powerfully on .the Negro mind, were
all withheld from the unmarricd, and inftantly
swithdrawn frdm the infringers of matrimonial
T2 peace
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peace and decorum  The day allotted fot 7~
creation . was to them a day of Lbour; the
bours of feflivity, dance, and merry-making,
-were to them the hours of folitude, dejection,
and mental pain: Add to this, that while a
growing profperity attended the meritorious, a
fationary .and deprefling. penury accompanied
the bad. The bounty, the kind attentions, the
prefence, and . the fmiles of .their miftrefs, ne
longer decorated their little cabins, ormament-
ed their perfoms,.or cherifhed their heatts; the
bappinefs and cheerful looks of their fellow-
labourers etermally. met their eyc; the. taunts
and fcoffs of the unfeeling. perpetually wound-
ed their ear. All was unprofitable, fad, and in-
fupportable ; till, urged by neceffity, and overs
come by remorfe, they,ufed frequently to
watch an opponmitj, throw themfelves on
their knees before me, and, with tears and la-
mentations, exclaim, ¢ 0 Miffis, me bad Nega!
‘ake me good ; me neba be bad no more!”

It was by fuch methods as thefe (faid M-

dame



CHARLES MACPHERSON, EsQ. 2RI

dame Bellanger) that I ac lengeh conquer-
ed the obftinacy -of hebitusl 'intemperarte;;.
btoke dotvin the batriers to6. domefic harmeny,.
and weahed the favage mind from {denes of
#regularity, to ordet; induftry, and content.
1 muft, however, .confefs, thit befote this wils
accomplifhed, I-experienced rtuch trouble anll
fepeated vorxation : ‘amd fuch is the exfreme
perverfencfs, dnd fuch the netutal propenfitids
of this turbulent ¢reature, that, to render. my
fyﬁcm-'eﬂ'e&ual snd permanent, I was forced
@ difpofe of fome of she moft incorrigible,
although othezwife the mof valuable Negroes
in my pofleflion, in order to preferve the reft
feom. infe@ion. I have now, for fome years,
sgaped the fruits of my labours. While I per-
geive: my property . in flaves yearly increafe, I
have the double confolatian of feeing thefe
. gearly improve in morals. and advance in pro-
fperity. - My ‘young Negroes have been all
brought up under my own eye ;. and, next to
the joys of maternal love, I declare, before
God, that of all the other cirgumftances an-

T3 ~ nexed
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nexed to my fituation, that of attending to-the
inftruQtion and comfort of thefe little wretches,
has afforded me the moft heartfelt delight.
Thefe I have educated in the principles of ovr
seligion ; and as the piety and excellent qua-
Jities of M. Bellanger were admirably calcu-
lated for the tafk, he, at my requeft, has alled
for fome years as gencral .paftor to the whole
flock. In a fhort time you wil hear, and, if
you incline, fee them all at vefpers; a cere-
mony regularly performed every evening, to-
gether with matins, and 2 fhort meral difcourfe,
delivered by Monfieur Bellanger every Sunday
momning. I am not (faid Madame Bellanger,
on fecing Penguin fmile contemptuoufly) en-
thufaft enough to think: that I can make all
my Negroes good Catbolics ; far lefs do I fup-
pofe that the principles of our faith can be in-
filled effeCtually into the uncultivated minds
of a rude multitude imported from the .coafts
of Africa. But it has ever been my opinion,
that before moral precepts can be inculcated,

‘ot vicious habits overcdme, EXaMPLE muft

firft
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‘Srft take the lead ; and that mo example can be
effectual without a previous convition in the
minds of the inftruted, that the inftrutors
‘are governed by the pure influence of juftice,
mercy, and truth: an imprefion not to ‘be
made on the ignorant and unthinking part of
mankind, if the external appearance of PIETY
is totally negle@Qed. There are few minds fo
completely rude, as to be infenfible to fome
kind of devotion; no defcription of people,
however favage, but who have fome objeét of
adoration, to whom they look up for help-in
the day of neceflity, praife in the hour of de-
livery, or invoke on the ratification of any
thing folemn and binding between man and
man. To throw thexefore . the appeafance of
piety afide, or to negle@ thofe external mwavks
which never fail to operate upon the human
mind, is; in fa@, to_conceal, amidft all. the
beauty of moral retitude, and all the precepts
. of exemplary duty, an objek the moft lumi-
nous and - attrallive to allure, enlighten, and
guide, the darkened multitude to the paths of

virtue,
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virtue. I have therefore (concluded Madame
Bellanger) made it an invariable rule, to pre-
fent to the Negro mind fomething fuperior to
morals, in order to-bring thefe more effeClually
anto pralice. I have ioftituted . regular -devo-
tion among outfelves, to imprels a thorough
wonvition of our Gncerity and worth on the
fave ; and while 1 have thus accompanied goodd
works with folemn dbfervanecs, the progrefs
which my young difciples have made, leave a¢:
doubt remaining, that my itftitation has mae
teridlly tended 8o a geneval scformation of
muarmeys ametg thom. Bu it ia now. near the-
hour of vefpers, and I muft attend my change::
Is it agrecable to you ¢(faid Madame Bellangany.
with a bewjgnant {miie) to mmpaqimc,aw.
ﬁtu{uh mﬂs.ofm iflortion 7 -

WAD OF WAIPAWME WELLENDER": BISTORY..

’
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MapaNs BerLanGsER having ended hér |

- interefling narrative, we rveadily accepted of
.her invitation, and accompanied her to vef-
pere..- The fpot deftined for the performanae
~of . this nightly duty was the back yard of the
" dwelling-houfe ; in the centre of which ftood
-a large tamarind tree, whiofe fhade gave an ad-
ditional folemnity to the fcene: which was
about to be performed. Under this tree, on
-eur atrival, we found all the Negroes affembled,
, ranged in rows, and knecling in a devout and
orderly manner. A piazza or back gallery to
.the houfe, ‘which rofe . about eight or ten fteps
from the ground, was oécupied by M. Bellan-
ger, Madame Bellanger, her daughter, and the
. flomeftic flaves 3 and which, from its fituation,
was extremely well calgulated fer exhibiting
that fervour of devotion, fo particularly .dife
played by the paftor and proprjetor during the
whole fervice. 1 was altogether furprifed: at
the propriety, decency, and corre@nefs' of
thofe, whofe fituation and habits naturally pre.
difpofed me to expect fomething very dn&'arcnt.
' All

.
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All was attention, decorum, amd adevdtion.
The refponfes and accompanimients wiire pet-
Formed 'with tiee wtmoft exsCinefs; and usa
mufiexl ear is almoft hifoparable from the Ne-
£, 'every tone wi in porfedt ‘unifons every
icadente in barmsony. Inmy kife Iinever heand
-8 concert that tame fo home to:my heartt I
doskefl at. Mrs Penguin, and .found her.cyes .
Jwimming .in tapture.: 1 gave a gldnee o her
hulband, whofe fulltninefs svun: wuinded :futie-
. Waean.the forvics, whichtaified sbout’ hiX
an hotr, ws dver, Maedasve Bellunger Reppsil -
dorwasd, tosthe £vont bf thegallery, und 2ddrely
#d hewsfable audiente in the following wordsx
4 My geod Megroes! you have now offered vp
your thanks to your. Maker for whe bensfits
which :his:xmercy beftows on you daily. Blefled
sretheywho maintsin his Jaws bydoing good ac.
tions to oneanother ; obferving decency, order,
and fobristy, zud a.cheerful obedicnee Yo their
ﬁlpmu ‘who will always take pleafure in res
\ warding
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wagding their gaod candudt:—This is the Mam
riage feaft—Go, my: gond Negroes::-go, be:
happy and' he orderly.;. and, remember, that-
your Miftrefs firlt gave it-to make yow kind
Myfbands; laving wives, affeiiomate parent s;.ands
dutiful-children ; and-that as.long as.yqu. come.
tinue fuch, you fhall .never want:the .Marriage,
fupper ”—«¢ Gad Amighty blefs you, good Mif~
J&s.1” was. the:general and:clamorows. anfwer..

In. an inffant all was rapture: and tumultus,
aus joy. The: inftrumeonts of mufic founded:
te..the change~rthe cinsle. was fosmedw+the
dancers took their flation in.the ceptre—fifty:
vpices: rofe in wild: unifbas while the bangah,.
the tom:tom, and the clapping of hands, acoome.
. panied the general chorus. Atnine-o’clock the:
dance ceafed 5, and was immediately fucceeded:
by.a good fupper,. fuited: to the Negro palats,,
and, for additional: comfart, ferved wp.in a.dge
tached houfe, whers cach could enjoy: the: free~:
dom of. the feaft unrefirained by, the: pree
. fence of his, fuperior;. A.dranght. of geperous,
beer
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beer and a dram were diftributed to every.
grewn perfon : a bottle, of good punch crown-
ed the banguet. At ten, precifely, M. Bellan--
ger's entrance was the fignal for departure;,
when this joyous and happy affembly broke
up, and, finging, lsughing, and contented, re-’
paired to their home and repofe. '

NzxT morning, at breakfaft, we could not
avoid jointly complimenting Madame Bellan-
ger on the uncommon effe&ts which her admi-
rable and humane inftitation had produced:
For my own part, I was {uch an enthufiaft on
the fubje, that I could hardly talk or think
of any thing elfe. ¢ Is it your opinion (faid
1), Madame Bellanger, that any {uch plan as
that which you have eftablithed could be ge-
nerally adopted, or fimilar confequences g
nerally produced 7 Penguin gave me one of
his pleafant {miles. 1 would fain hope (faid
Madame Bellanger)-that, at fome future pe-
riod, it might ; and yet (continued fhe), from
. the knowledge and experience I have had of
. Negm
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Negro habits. ahd difpofitions;.I im -fasced
confefss that I have my doiibts. -. 1 bave already
fpecified the very favourabld cayfes which'cnas
bled me té introduce ihnovations- in general
praltice, and.. being by, fyftem to perfellion;
ot ta nicotion. the locdl stvantages. of yetized
ment abd diftant vicinity, whidh'k-confiderof
greit coafoquence. . The qualitibé of my faved
(who wereall ppicked agd felcfied), : sogéthes
with the . fmallnefy ‘of .their numbér,: aré cits
cemitances rarely conjoined; rand, coffequently
feldbm to he expefled; ‘Muny oflmyrNegrpes
likestife wete Crenlts, brought. up as:doteftics
under.the eyoof Eutopeans flom theleinfancy;
and the faw.who webe -advanced in life,. were
nét ‘only eminent  foretlicie. fuperidr. voududt
and experiende,. but placed. in fitustions cileus
lated to prefent an example to the reft; and
by:xhe comfdris hnd wéulth they: goffefied) to
imprefs a:fonfo of the adiamtags . sifing from
irniduftyy: .the fareft shoktwe chas dravibofthe
Negro, apd themoft elfe&iasf charm to-ateach
himitg the,. faik ; Byt whuolceufitior ad. the _

s U chiof
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obicF cosle rof ing:réformp (Giid Madhme Beld
langer), was the pofieffion of fucli a.perfon a9
Mer Bellanger.; who, oxclufive of the juftice,
benevolenee, and inflexible . integrity, whicki
ufiiformPy accompanfed his, admisiftration, exs
hibited in “his 'whole demeanour fuch a daily
pitwrs of mild piety, tamperanth, .and - roge-
Lasity, as:could not:fail td ftamp. om the.mindg
«f:‘the mqft infenfible, fomothipg deaper than
the improflions.of istPERORINT and aaM»
siann. " Yet, notwithRnding all thefe adrany
“ages, and: thoyvcartdinly.ars. greass you. hawe
‘hicars-hdwe difficuls ¢ wag for.sik o efeuate
my:putpefe; and that befare 1 .could.preduce
.s-genegat adherence: to: ovdew; decency, and mar
deration, 1 wsa forced to;part.with:.{oma:of ﬂn
m&wduhlo ﬂacsmmy pﬂ‘gﬂinn.

Lon o zy

Y “?Bl!'l‘o‘; bqn, M (‘aldvl, mdumxch

fmpligity); that what you haveidene arilk:ine

sceothers tofollow. your exantple, and effe@a

gencrat reformation.” . At this resiark; Penguin
Mﬂumhn‘hn& Jangh ; and: giving:me 3

R Y 'y fuper-
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Hdpereiliotis look, heculiar to Rifpfugt, 4+ Wihat
she:devil, Sir | are you imple cadlgh to think,
that Wwhat Madame Bellangee. has, with fuch
atiffeculiy, -actoniplithed here:in . fifsced yoms
“withi' thirly or ferty flaves, can “be dane with
khisty or ferty thoufand? Is a .mamager, or
¢he propricter of an eltate, to give dences and
mukriage fuflivals dviry-month to:four of five
dndied degroes, ameng whom s thahyhusb.
dred vites-predomimate ¢: Or is it to be hoped,
¢hata favage afiémblage iof ‘ndw: Neégrebs from
Affice ave ¢b be infuénced by the ties & 'refil
gien, marakity, decency, and all thefe fine things,
she-fame-as:a few jchoios daves, almbl all s

tives, and tatored'Arith- che oare and hindnels

of children? - Noy woy by Jove! . If we mers
Ra fbecoed, and with: to pteferne -our -threats
Hroii being cdt, we vl purfue very: difforent
sncthods indoed. Inftead of feafs, we thiuft jme
piefs faar; inftoad of induigencies; weinn@ ate
tend té diftipline. Nothing agroes with this
Bnflernal turbulent agithal fo much as Rrid fulpe
ordination ;. nothing keeps dawm his curked
. . Ua paflions
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yafions fo'effcually s’ flagginig."— Ah
exclaimed Madame Bellanger, with. infinite

difguRt) Fops Anghis. font creiel””—<¢ Thark

you, Madame {faid Penguin) ;- but .if ‘we are
cruel, your favourite and admired children
oblige us to .be fo; for experience, which I
take to be better than theory, tells us that it is
ablolutely ‘neceffary.”—¢ I deny it (faid Ma-
<dame Bellanger), for without theory I have
$roduced prosfs to the contrary.”—# Come,
some; Mudame+t (faid Penguin).we are not to
de led away by a iparticular inftance. '<You
have had fifteen years experience of choice
flaves 5 I have had near-double that experience
of 1wery: otdigary ones. (We - fhait allow you
@very degrec bf ‘merit fo# what you: have ok
tompliftied’; wiay, I fredlyiconfefs, that what I
have feen: bvis not-only-pleafed but aftonithed
st - The fyftem you have adopted .is admi-
sable; but it.can. nover .be i generalone:! the
shing is impofiiple.” s« Why # (faitt Madame
Bellanger)—r« Bocaufe it'is impraticuble(faid
hgllul) 4 and-this,, wcypry perfan generally

. s acquainted

l

—_—— .
e m— - P LS

R
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- skquained with the natyre of Weit Indjan prow
ety #-appasgat. Jour Negroes, my: deag
Madam,. may be faid to be a family nm’turzd-
sad hrought up under your own cye,. whcm
the wauts, the vices, , and the virtues; of sach
idividualpre wmhed.xdewacd. and attended
$04 the mﬁaabdxcy .appear. . But wilkany pews
fou of cxperience gravely afiem,. that . this gan
be dlone ar an shate where xliepe,m_e e tivpes
the, number . of flaves, compofed -of vamons
tribes, manners, habits, and difpofitions? To
effe& fuch would require for cvcry manager
wehavey tee 5 and for every gverleery tyasty.
Bateven sdmisting we tould afoerssin. fuch
imgdrant fadts, hew are we to.apply remedirs
fon-each:difeafod . Afeerwe bete miinntely.ing
salligated charatten, {a-2s:10 enable ¥s 4o form
i jief} isica:of. the peculisr faults #id ducellonr

- gies bfucachy-tiow are we to tender the genepl
‘mafp paret? hiwnane eto plievent oOrkaRing-
4¥on 2 . Ars ey todepariace tho fheefiifrom the
goscim you' bavcdais, by Sfping of the
m 20 ‘préfesve :the: ghed freiy’: infolieny

o ogui - U 3 ‘Were
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Were this mode génerslly adopted, I am
dfraid, Madame, we fhould have very few Ne=
groes remaining to cultivate our properties. I
incan not to fhock you by faying any thing
harfh or illiberal ; but with all your partialities,
you muft allow that, in the prefent fate of the
Negro, there are many things ingrafted on his
hature fo incorrigibly bad and provokingly pes-
verfe, as to blaft and deftroy the few fruits and
blofloms which occafionally appear " Their-tens

j)enznddxfpoﬁﬂom-——- . .

.6 ] sHALL reumyallov (mtmpud Ma-
dame’ Bellanger); that there ave many unami-
sble and haxfharaits ‘its the . Negro charaGpers
ut what has. been done an our persto venider
them ' a -better, a -wifer; oria more amiable
people? Has one fiep been taken to pelifh
khe. Tuggednels of their nature ¥irhas a: fingle

. mmethod been tried to foften hé ferogity of
" sheir paffions, or. foothe :the afperity. of a con~

Jdhtion, rendeyed irvitable by boddage, and har-
\besod by defpuis 2o bps- the skt of bentro-

lence

—
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lence: been évér ftretched oue, to .affave them
they ‘would be cherifhed or protected from-op<
preflion ?~~has the tear of commiferation beent
ever: fhed, to ‘tell them that we feel for calal
mities. which:we cannot. remove 2—~Oh, Moris
fieur Penguin, Monfieur Penguin (exclaimed
thelgood' Madime: Belanger warmed with the
fubjed), tellime noy of fpecks -and tints in_the
Nugey chaxatter, where: there - avé fuch dark
awd difmal -fhades’ in” vwr - own 11 Let us firt
reify our own ways, before we atraign’ the
coduld' of “othets; let.us Grft fhow an ext
ampleof viste, moderation, and julkice, among
ms{d-u, :before' we condemn ‘crithés ‘arifing
from ignorance . and habit ; -orinres whish kare
dopbly; sivessed’ by ‘outoown thimeltfs vises
and:samblafhing : ecnormities."ssis: What . axe
thefe; Madame” (faid Pengoin)u-sts. Whar arp
they, {faid Modaine: Bellainger) xhey/ans: tod
maby. .. Aniong us keré, I have' h¥ard -and
feent too mych.to aonvincemicy thata’ featidms
lobk hegledh sf morale is‘every wherr ‘exbidited:
to the; qe of. theift whonl wt- hawe. tlit isepon
B R pudenoe
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.dence to condemn . for vice and irvegularity ;

and if what has been faid of yoyr iflands be -

true, the example muft il be worfe.”—<¢ ¥Feor
heaven’s fake (faid Penguin) let us heas whes
thefe horrid crimes-and mi{demmeanoursy age.” -

« MoNs1EUR PeENGUIN (faid Madsme Rele
langer, gravely), 1 bope you will belicwe. st
incapable of making invidious comparifons ber
tween nations ; but Gace you have forcod this
{ubjelt wpon me, 1. fh3ll frecly communicats
what 1 bave heard. yelative to she cordutl.ef
the Englith in the didiérent iflands; and as froe
ly deliver my {eatinients on the confoguesncen
A€ I have beon wronginfarted, yom will for.me
right 3 for .1 wifh. not to difgrase my: mgi-
saenta by projudice, fax defs to fuppeirtrshens by
otror. imthe iRk plice, Nnboir Fenguit;
1 have -beeri told, that, in ail your iflands, the
CLENGY pre, nbdt ionly worthlgfs but.abandens
ad."«¥:Q, by -heavensl i can ‘fwy very: hinid

au-" {faitl Penguin. o .26 didoghid Mai
wmw Sibdwido Jipfarssed,

Monfieur,

|
.- ~ .
e et s
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Monfieir, that the ‘eonféquences of this adwmi
-rable . example::in' your:gaflors ' are - evident in
‘the conda&t -of »the .geyeral: inhabitants, with
wegard to religiowd. olfervaiices; and if we may
De.allowed (faid the; withua: fasile) to fudge of
the whole by the few we have here ameng ug,
I thould fuppofe that your churches are not
-generally overcrowded>. Penguin rerhiined G-
lent.  In the next place, Monfieur, 1-have
Dbeen informed, that, on the whole, your flaves
ate much lefs happy than oursy that 18t fay,
that, while you impofe the fame hardthips, you
‘interfperfe not (if I may ufe the expreffion)
the - fame. comfoits. to rendér thofé Hardfhipd
more :fupportable § - that, -while :yods punithl
‘mentd-are edublly fevere: fo¥ crime¥,-your reb
wapde’and indulgences ave not equally benevel
Jent to recothpenfe-and éncourage virtue  that,
‘while the command and the frawn’ of feverity
ard kept up to deter:the fmile.of ‘apprabation,
the :tribute .of dpplaufe, and. cven:the relaxas
tion of-kind and familiai converfation, are toe
often withheld.”~—% We do. not make campis
- nions
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ions of them es the Freach de (fafd Penguin),
I mutt confefs.”-~*¢ 1 underftand you perfely
{f2id Madame Bellsnger, nodiing her head)s
but we flull wave this difcullion, and procesd
% what I oomective of muth greater confes
guence. .

. You have alrcedy admitted that your clergy
ase ‘extremely bad y that & regulir and general
attention to roligious duty js rieglefied through-
put pout silandet et the now ofi you, Siv,
what is the general camdaét of your thanagers,
overfesrs, attorneye; and even proprietors of
gltates, with regard vo thet selicss intercomelt
betwixt the fowes,.. fo- ctmfpicuonfiy potoriows
here i"—4 Much the fame, I fuppobe” :(fuid
Renguiny with indifference)—¢ Thén, Sir, w
Jowme ¢o fay, that, of all others, the EncrIsn
dave: the leat right 1o éomphain- of Negro
yiots, paflions, and irregulnrivies. What { (hall
the violaters of what is {acred, decemt, amd ber
coming, dare to arraign the intemperance of
shoke whafec ignorance they-ought w enlighten,

and

I
i e Al —
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and whofe morale they sught to improve? . Is
» difregard to-religions dutits,.and a diffolute.
uefs of manners among: fuperiors, to:produce
a cantrary conduél in their flaves { How is it
M&ch,:Sir. /ta impréfscon: the mindsof 'the lats
ter a favdurable opinion of the bondur; juftice;
or.fincexity, of the former, . when they fee'the
moft . awefiil obligations mrgleQed, and -the
molt foloms dutios: eaft afide:? FHow, in the
natuse of things, ineuleate-nioderation, or fups
profs pefions, among the: favage dnd -the ik
terate, wie,.as often as they look: vound, pers
. ecive fuclydeandulous licentioufnefo daily price
tifed. by, .thofe ‘whom . they are’ infruficd: to
soverence 3; may, . by the very - perfor wheé
wilhes #0..imprefs then swith: ideas: not only.
-of\bis: fuperiqr - wifdom;,: busof his' fuperior
sosth:? - [owthey:aot feb  this white man ‘of
power: fingle: oug the. fable objet of his: des
§te, and:owdder her-to-his bed ? - Do they. not
foc this inan of «wguity fometimes - encrbach: on
the propesyy lof another? | And while the wife
is fpatehed dram. . the: befom “of hei huifbind,

- and
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and the bonds of conjugal sffe@ionare broken,.
do they not hear. this man of mercy ‘and mara-
lity denounce punifhment to overcome reluc~
tance, and profer rewards to lure her from
the paths of decorum' to thofe of vice and in<
fidelity ? . -Is not every trait of modefty under-
mined by the emiflaries he esploys for feduc-
tion? Js ot every principle of delicacy era-
dicased by the rapacity of his inordinate plea-
fures? Docs not anothes, apd another, and
anather, fucceed to the ftation of infamy? nay,
even after the faveurite Sultana. is cbofcn and
admitted pear the thratie, id:not the bandker.
chief ogcafionally dropt :day after .day, in the
Hharar of his licentioufne(s, .as.a proof of the
Rability: .of bis: ok - attuckment, and s an’ex»
wwple of moderation, fidelity; end faith o othirs?
"Arg thefe the méthods, Mon6eur Penguin; to
reforit and. civilize ‘the Negro mind:to tem-
perance.? Are thefe the pictures to:allure, the
ignatsnt -and . inconfiderate. to'ishe fhrire of
harmony, ‘peace,: and love? Ol hosw I admite
fuch fubtle cafgifls, who drgue fo:achwely. 3-
Lo gainft
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gainft themfelves ! How admirable their de-
dutions ;~how beautiful their declamations,
againft vices of their own creation !”
¢
You ate an admirable painter, Madame
Bcﬁanger (faid Penguin, whofe countenince
during this animated addrefs-had undergone fe-
veral changes); you draw with a glowing pen-
cil Pt Is the pi€ture true or falfe” (faid Ma-
dame Bellanger)?—=¢¢ Rathet overcharged in
* fome parts (faid Penguin) ; -but, on .the whole,
perhaps tolerably juft. But what would you
have us do, Madame? Are our managers,
&c. to become Anchorites amidft furrounding
temptations ? Or would you kave them ahfo-
lutely married to 2 Blck or a Mulatto. wench,
nierely to prove. their conjugal fidelity ? 'Can
you really ferioufly believe, that a greater atten-
tion to religious duties among the whites,
woyld operate on the minds of thofe who hardy
ly know the difference between a SuPrEME
BEING and an 0bi Man? . Or does your zeal
carry you fo very far, as to cqnceive that a gee
» X " neral
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neral attention to decency, temperance, cofi-
ftancy, and affeCtion, would ever prevail a-
mong fuch a fet of devils as we daily fee tranf-
grefling every regulation of order, and break-
ing through every method devifed to eftablith
good fellowfhip among them? The condu&
of the whites I fhall not;at'tcmpt to defend’;
but irregular, and, if you will, indecent, as it
may be, furely, Madame, after abftradting
what is reprehenfible, enough remains to afford
examples to the blicks to a& very differently
with refpeét to harmony among themfelves,
and attention to their own welfare. ~“What
fhall we fay of a fet of mortals who, in-de-
fiance of every inconveniende, and in fpite of
every punifhment, will facrifice and utterly de-
ftroy their own' health and - future comforts,
merely for the gréhﬁc:mon of a temporary en-
joyment ? Or how can we expc& an adherence
g0 the regular fyftems of polifhed fociety from
thofe whofe furious and unconquerable paf-
fions prompt thénd to deeds which, to every per-
_ ©n unacquainted with facts, appear altogether
' impoffible ?
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intpoffible # Will not a Negro flave, after per-
forming the fevere tafks of the day, travel ten,
fiftean,. nay, fometimes twenty miles, to vifit
a new miftrefs ; pastake of a favourite feaft 5
or meat: the obje€t of his hatred and revenge ?.
'Will he not, in contempt of. every obftacle, and-
in defiance -of mature and neceflity, continue
to perfevére in thefe habits of excefs? Will
be not, inftead of allotting fome portion of
time to fleep or repofe, remain the whole
night devoted $o intemperance and fiot ; and
_ afeer:travelling back his weary way, appear by
day-break in the field to exerute, with exe:
haufted fpirits, and a worn-out frame, the fuc-
ceeding labours of the day ! As'to the women,
if poffible, they are worfe. Examples of fuch. .
depravity, and incorrigible debauchery, can
hardly be inftanced in the hiftory of nations ;
nor is it eafier for a camel to pafs.through the
eye of a needle, than to make .one Negro wench
chafte, or commonly decent, in her condud.
Can paflions fo inordinate, or difpofitions f(;
" prone to excefs, originate in favery? Is gp-
X2 prtﬁm-
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prefion the food of licentionfnefs ? I hard fa-
bour and fubje@tion the cantharides to ffimu-
late paflions fo unafual with man in fimilar fi-
tuations? Where fhall we find in the annals
of mankind inftances of unbounded gratifica~
tion predominant in bondage? Where look
for the fever of fenfual enjoyment raging a-
midRt cxertions which exhauft the body and
deprefs the mind? The Necro, hawever,
ftands alone as a monument of ‘our aftonifh-
ment, and an obje of our commiferation s
and repeated experience tells us, that if we
mean to attend to bis welfare and our own fafe-
ty, we niuft be vigilant in watching his altions,
and cautious in -granting indulgences, which’
may ultimately lead to general ruin. This, in’
the eye of humanity, is painful ; but you your-
felf have given us a melancholy proof of its
neceffity.”>—s¢ I have alfo given - you proofs of
contrary effe€ts proceeding from a contrary
fyftem” (faid Madame Bellanger, - with ¢ fome
warmth).—¢ I muft again repeat (faid Pen-
guin), that this falitary inftance, from the utter

imprac-
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impra&ticability of its being carried .into ge~
neral praflice, is no proof at all.”—*¢ It proves,
however (faid Madame Bellangcr), that the
Negro, with certain attentions and proper ex-
ample, is capable. ¢f improvement ; and that, 1
think, completely owerturns your hypothefis.”.
=% In_other words (faid Penguin) it proves,
that Negroes of 3 certain defggiption, that.is,.
all picked and chofen for the. occafjon, an_d‘
placed in certain fitwations peculiarly favour-,
able, :mey, in the coutle of fifteen years, be
brought to a tolerable fate of civilization. Agd
gven then, what i3 the gensral inference ? .If.
30 Negroes of the. befk. qua}ity,.;ap'l'd‘ the moft
favourably fituated, can, in the courfe of fifteen,
years (and, by your own account, with infinite
libour), be reduced to order and goad condud, -
in what time will 300,000, -of various vxces,‘
. habxts, and cuﬁoms, be brougbt to thc.famc
“ Yo tm anthmetxcal que{hon Qﬁxd Madamc"
Bellasger, fnulmg) if not exatly in point,, .
X3 " Monfieur,.

e

] i
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an hous, decently attend divine fervice.—Let
your managers, overfeers, and different white
perfons, on your properties, exchange a diffo-
lutenefs of manners, for ont more calculated
to imprefs a fenfe of delicacy and decerym on
the minds of the flaves, and exbibit. a piGture
more likely to fix an opinion of their fuperior
excellence.—Let every method be tried to re-
ward, conjugd and parental affeQion; and:
every expedient be adopted. to check isregulg~
rity between the fexes.—Laftly, o meliorate a
condition which, we mu@t all admis, is too fe-
vere, and as one of the principal fteps towards.
an increafed population, let every indulgence
be granted confiftent with fafety, and every
exemption introduced coaﬁﬂ:xxf,y'ul; fubordi-
nation.”—¢ And this, you think,will do” (faid
Penguin, careléfily).—« I think it will dp 2
great deal at leaft, Nonficur (faid Madame
Bellanger), and that fuxely.is nat .to be oper-
looked. . Ta:humanize the Negrq mind, hawe.
cver litde, or to effefuate any chiange jn his
condition, however {mall, that may ylsimasely

. tend:
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tend tb their-athditiowdl heppivels,-dhd eur fu.
" ture advantage; isanquegionably acconiplithing
% gteat énd. If nothing mbre were dénerthan
an ibcrétfed population, waedd not that alooe
be :a .wonderful - enefit ?.: While, we.:yedrly
added 'multivudes:of betrer: fubjeéls to our wn
pofieffions, would’'wé not -of: ¢ourfe preclade
the introdultion of whultitirdes of e miferable
annually:-among us¢' tind; perhdps, af 1At bs
tnabled: to. Thut tliehdbor-of thetcyragainflia
traffic,. (thockislg - to a-huchabe,:dsd - refingdiné
to a- dignified: mind.” - Penguin fheok hie
head. ¢ Admitting, Monfieur, that this haft
hope is vifionary, and that no fuch happy event
evér can be: brougkt about, is it not: doing
forething, during the exiftence of evil, to def-
fen the calamity ?- Since the paflions of the
native African are fo ungovernable, his mana
ners fo-favage, and his difpofitions fo bad, is
not every nicthod to diminith -the number of
thofe plagues among us to be adopted ; and
is not every attempt to produce a more orderly
and polifhed race in their ftead to be applaud.
' ed ?
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ed ¢ But are you fuse (interrupted Pen-
guin), that this new progeny will be fuperior
to the African? Is the Creofr, at this mo-
ment, - lefs vicious, er lefs prone to excefs -—
is he not equally treacherous, ftubborn, iraf-
cible, cruel, and revengeful { —-and is not his
fuperior experience produllive of a fuperior
cunning and addrefs, which render his con-
& lefs liable to-detedion; apd confequenty
anich more to be dreadéd #*+ 4. Yom nauft, at
Jeatt, allow (faid Madame); that hé:is ninch bet.
tee prepared for civiliza¥ion thari the othier; and
furcly that is one material ftep towards general
fmproyament.. 1 mean aot to affert, that every
diiug is to be brought about at once, or that
new plans are to be introduced precipitately.
Great caution and great prudence, certainly,
are neceflary, and many years muft elapfe before
a generalreformation can be expeted.”—¢¢ Cen-
suries, 1 prefume you mean” (faid Penguin).
~+ Welll be it fo (faid Madame Bellanger);
better that centuries fhould. be employed in

. &ftablithing
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¢Rablithing a gradual reform, than roll palt in
total vice, ignordricé; and mifery:”. L.
THus ended an argumerit, not badly.fup-
ported on either fide, by two perfons who,
although very ‘different in fentiments and dif-
pofitions, "poffeffed ‘each “‘great! experience,
and no corteriiptdle. fiaré ‘of abilities. It
ended, however, like moft other arguments;
without carrying coriviCtion home to either
patty. : Penguin, “umwilling to puth .maiters
farther, took Madame Bellanger by the hand,
aitd faid, € Madaine Bellanger, I believe. you
are as good a womin as ‘ever lived; but,
with ‘all your virtues and experience, you are
yet to learnt & httle more ‘of the Negro charac-
ter s Ft vous, Monfleut “(fiid’ Madame
Bellanger, tapping "him on' thé {boulder), with
alt your fupcnor dcutenefs and’ penetration,
would not be a bit the worfe for a little’ more
i—HUMANIT!” ' s
. Lo R . ~
I HaD niow been at La -Caché nesr three
. weeks ;
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weeks; and, in confequelce--of the falnbriy
and coolnefs ‘of the mounsain. airy had; effecs
tually recovered my former health and vigour.
At the earnefl cntreaty, however, of Magame
Bellanger, Penguia (who,departed .next morn-
ing) agreed to my remaining pight-days longer,
During this fhors,intesval, |, was engaged in.an
employment vhich- yelded -me peculiar de-
light, and for ¢he firft time in my life illuftra-
ted the fweets annexgyg to literary compofition
during:a paufe in bufinefs, or a blank im mental
amufement, . The, hiftory.of Madame Bellan-
ger's fingulat Jife could not fail te leavg imw
preflians on 8 young mind, alive :to the emo-
tions of pity, ard fufceptible of tendernefs and
love. Ihad therefore, partly to amufe, and
partly to improve, myfelf in.the Freuch lan-
guage, conceived ‘an ardent defire. to commit
Madame Bellanger’s ftory to writing as nearly
in her own waords as poflible ; and as the good
woman took an intereft in every thing I'd_id,
I mgde no fecret of my labours, but fubmitted
them daily to her perufal for her correction

and
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and amendment. I hid nearly completed my
narrative, when one évening Mrs Penguin, ob-
ferving ‘Madame BeManger and her daughter
engaged in fome neceflary domeftic concerns,
propofed a walk till fupper-time. As her
hufband was expelted the next day, our cone
verfation naturally turned on our approach-
ing ‘departure from La Cacug, and the agree-
able focicty we were about to lofe for a confi-
derable time; which ‘as naturally produced a
mutual penfivenefs that neither of us could
fhake off. We had feated ourfelves for cool-
nefs on the bank of the ftream at the bottom
of our favourite plantain walk ; and Mrs Pen-
guin having enquired how far I-had proceeded
in my narrative, I pulled the manufcript out -
of my pocket, and thewed her. ¢ Read (faid
the) the part that relates the misfortune and
" death of the Count de V. I was fen-
fibly affe@ted with Madame Bellanger’s rela-
tion; I would fain fee how you have defcribed

it” I willingly complied; and as I proceed-
ed, the vanity of a young author was highly
Y gratified
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gratified in perceiving Mrs Penguin’s compaf-
fionate forrows pay fo liberal a tribute to de-
fcriptive calamity. She had at the commence-
ment, from an eagernels of attention, drawn
clofe to me; and, in the a& of looking over
what I had written, had naturally, and I am
{urc imadvertently, reclined upon me, with
wer right hand refting on ‘my right fhoulder.
When I came to that part of the narrative
where the expiring father takes leave of his
wife and daughter, Mrs Penguin’s hand drop-
ped with 2 convulfive and fudden motion to the
ground. This change, which-withdrew a par-

tial fupport to her former pofition, occafioned .

der face to come clofe to mine ; and while her

%head refted on my left thowlder, I had, from"

an apprehenfion of her falling, infenfibly put
my arm round her waift to {fupport her. How
jong we had remaimed thus, T know not; but
a ruftling noife behind us induced me to look
around, when, to my no fmall furprife and
confufion, I perceived Penguin and Mademoi-
Yelle Antoinnette within a few yards of us.

. I

kel - I
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I H.AI‘J hardly got upbn my legs, till Pen-
guin, with grinding teeth, and the countenance
of a fiend, approached his wife, and, with a
« D—n you, what are you doing here ?” gave .
her a violent kick in the belly, which nearly
tumbled her over the bagk. She had fpirit
_ enough to fay, on her getting up,  You brute!
'arcvy.ou not afthamed to trgat:3 woman, i my
fimuation in this manner " - The monfter was
prosceding to a repetition, of his barbarity;
when, regardlefs of every thing but Mrs Pen-
guw’s prefervation, I fuddenly ruthed in be-
tween them, and rudely puthed him afides
and a blow which I received in the face tran-
fporting me beyond all confideration, I return-
ed the compliment with fuch intereft, that,
after ftaggering a few paces backwards, my
gentleman tumbled headlong into the deepeft -
part of the ftream. During this fcuffle, the
repeated fcreams of the two ladies had brought
Garvie (who had accompanied Penguin to La
€acsE) time enough to fee his emerfion from
the pool, and prevent any farther. rencontre
: Y2 between
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‘between us; for which I was not only prepa-

red, but difpofed by every impulfe of rage,
pity, and deteftation. Penguin breathed no-
thing but revenge, and even talked of chaffife-
ment the moment he found me alone : a threat
which, in return, I treated with the moft fove-
reign contempt; adding, withimprudent and un-
governable heat, ¢ That the threat of a coward,
who could ufe a poor defencelefs woman as ke
had done, could be produltive of no other
alarms, on my part, than the fear of a renewal
of thofe thamelefs aéts of brutality to one who
had already experienced fo many, and borne
fuch marks of his contemptible jealoufy and
revenge. This, I prefume, Sir, will be one of
your pinching nights” (faid 1). In thefe manly
and beroic alts you are indeed uncommonly
courageous.” An expreflive glance from poor
Mrs Penguin, and a frown from Garvie, told
me I had gone too far; and fearful leaft paf-
fion might extort farther difcoveries againft
the peace of one whom I withed to protet

. from feverity, I fuddenly retired ; and ftriking

to
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into a different path from that which led to
the houfe, began to ruminate on the ftrange
events of the day, and the ‘confequcnces ‘that
were moft likely to follow.

- It was not long before Garvie joined me,
and, in a few words, informed me, that every
thing was in confufion at Madame Bellanger’s.
« What you and Mts Penguin have been about
(faid Garvie), God ‘of heaven knows; but
Mademoifelle Antoinnette, as well as Penguin;
feem to entertain very unfavourable opinions
of you both. Madame Bellanger (who is ftill
your friend, althcugh fhe fays appearances are
againft you) has fent me to advife your imme=
diate departure from la Cache, as the moft
prudent ftep you can take, till the prefent
ftorm blows over, and tircumftances are com-
pletely unravelled.—A horfe waits you ; and as
you will have little enough time to reach Port
Louis to-night, I think you had better fet off
inftantly. 'We fhall meet to-morrow or Mon-
day, when [ hope to hear an explanation of ‘

this
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this wonderful bufinefs.” My proud heart
was too full to enable me to reply to Garvie’s ad-
drefs. Confcious of my own innocence, and
hurt at what I conceived a difmiflion from Ma-
dame Bellanger’s houfe, I fullenly mounted my
horfe, and rode off without uttering a fyllable.
As I afcended the fummit of the mountain that
commanded the delightful fcenery below, I
{topped, and, taking a laft view of the beautics
of La CacHE, proceeded, folitary and forrowa
fully, to the fcorching. heats of Port Louis.

THE END,
. Epindnrgh :
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