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Introduction

HE following pages contain the eventful chronicles of a Highland
Clan, not one of the most numerous or most powerful, but remark-

able as occupying a distinct place in the history of Scotland. The narra-
tive may doubtless be considered a record of crime, sometimes tragical,
sometimes trivial, yet a careful study of the Race, of the circumstances and
of the times, must forcibly bring out many claims for a lenient judgment.
Early and native inhabitants of the country, with pride of ancestry and
an indomitable spirit, the MacGregors in the fourteenth century found them-
selves dispossessed of the lands whereon they dwelt, by reason of Charters,
instruments inexplicable to them, bestowed upon others. From that
time a sense of wrong and of injustice pervaded their minds. Yet they
might possibly have been content to maintain themselves on lands held
by heritable tacks from the landlords in possession, but for two causes.
First, the natural increase in the numbers of the Clan, hemmed up in glens
and straths where the means of subsistence were necessarily limited.
Secondly, the enmity of certain neighbours determined to dispossess them.
In other countries the turmoils of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
were equally violent, but the art of war on a larger scale afforded an outlet
to the belligerent qualities of their inhabitants, and tended also to decrease
the population. The MacGregors without any other channel for their energy,
cramped in the means of livelihood, totally ignorant, and goaded by those
anxious to profit by their fall, lived by forays and raids. Many other
Highland Clans and many Lowlanders did the same, but most of them
had more power to make their struggles against each other effective in
forcing support from the Government, whereas the ClanGregor, through
the wiles of their adversaries, became the object of the strongest persecu-
tion and the most severe penal enactments. Had the opportunity occurred,
the MacGregors, as was proved later, would have fought for their Sovereign
with devoted loyalty, but they could not easily understand that their
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personal enemies, through misrepresentations, had become armed with
the King’s authority. The conflict of Glenfruin, in which the ClanGregor
gained a victory, eventually fatal to themselves, against vastly superior
numbers, was punished by numerous executions: the Name was pro-
scribed, the men were hunted down with bloodhounds, the women branded
on the cheek with a red-hot iron, and yet the Clan clung to the only
virtues they knew, courage, endurance and fidelity. Their unquenchable
spirit was never broken, and when the time of persecution was over,
they revived and brought their noble qualities to a better use. The
British Army has numbered many heroes from this lion-hearted race.

The article on MacGregor in Sir Robert Douglas’s “Baronage,” published
in 1798, was probably the first accessible history of the Clan, with the
exception of the short notice in Buchanan of Auchmar’s “ History of
Scottish Surnames,” first published in 1723. Douglas’s “ Memoir of the
MacGregors and the MacAlpins” was written by the late Sir John MacGregor
Murray, Bart., before he went to India in January 1770 He is styled
by the editor “ An ingenious gentleman who hath been at great pains in
collecting the materials, and with much care and accuracy hath ranged the
vouchers and put them into their proper order.” This tribute was well
merited, and Sir John’s accuracy both in public and private life was after-
wards well known ; but modern researches, and facilities of access to public
records, have thrown a different light on some parts of the narrative,
whilst on the other hand many circumstances familiar to the writer of
the account one hundred and twenty-five years ago have now slipped
beyond recall.

In the year 1822 the Rev. William MacGregor Stirling, at that time
minister of the Port of Monteith, undertook the compilation of a history
of the ClanGregor, for the late Sir Evan Murray MacGregor, who himself
revised the MSS. till he went to the West Indies as Governor of the
Leeward Islands in 1832. The work, which had the able assistance

1 Douglas’s ‘“ Baronage ” was not published till 1798, after the death of the author, Sir Robert
Douglas of Glenbervie. A MS. note on the margin of a copy in the possession of the late Sir
Jobn MacGregor Murray’s family fixes the period when the MacGregor notice was written, viz., in the
lifetime of his father, Major Evan MacGregor Murray, and uncle, Duncan MacGregor Murray, the
Chief at that time (see subsequent history), who both supplied him with materials. For the
correspondence between Sir John (then Mr) Murray and Sir Robert Douglas, see appendix.
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and co-operation of the late Mr Donald Gregory, was not finished or
in a form ready for publication at the time of Mr MacGregor Stirling’s
death in 1833, but a great portion of it has been of infinite service
to the present compilation. Mr MacGregor Stirling had collected
an elaborate series of Excerpts from the Register of the Privy Council
of Scotland, and other Records which were afterwards enlarged, carried
forward and critically analysed by Mr Gregory, and which embodied
every known authentic passage regarding the Clan. These were com-
prised in three large folio volumes entitled “The Chartulary® of the
ClanGregor.” It was understood that this valuable collection was made
with the view of assisting the history of the Clan, which Sir Evan wished
to have published at his expense, and several letters from Mr Gregory
to Sir Evan allude to the intended publication, but the death of Mr
Gregory in 1836, and of Sir Evan in 1841, put a stop to the work.

On the death of Mr Gregory the Iona Club, which had been founded
by him in conjunction with Mr W. F. Skene in 1833, “to investigate and
illustrate the History, Antiquities and early literature of the Highlands,”
made an arrangement with his executors by which the Club acquired
his collections, and amongst them the three volumes of the so-called
Chartulary, together with three companion volumes of pedigrees. When
the Iona Club was dissolved Mr Skene deposited these collections in the
Library of the Antiquarian Society, with the stipulation that any papers
claimed by the families to whom they related were to be restored.?
Circumstances delayed the following up of a claim which seems to have
been made nearly fifty years ago, but through the courtesy of the
President and Council of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, with
the consent and advice of the late Mr Skene, the six MS. books relating
to the ClanGregor were in March 1890 handed over to Sir Malcolm
MacGregor of MacGregor, as representative of his great grandfather Sir
Evan, on whose daughter the privilege of giving to the Clan the results
of former zealous Clansmen’s labours now devolves.

In addition to these most important collections, and the materials

! This title is adopted for reference throughout the present work, but MacGregor Stirling’s
Collection cannot correctly be styled a chartulary.
2 Letter from late Dr W. F. Skene to Editor.









6 History of the Clan Gregor

It may be frankly confessed that, where even the most prominent
historical characters are involved in considerable uncertainty, it must be
impossible to trace the lineage of the Clan through the tenth, eleventh,
and twelfth centuries with any certainty. Such an attempt was indeed
made in a “Latin History of the Alpinian Family, formerly in the Scots
College at Paris, and recovered from it by David Mallet” the Poet, who
died in 1765. It is exceedingly unlikely that the date of this history, now
undiscoverable, can have been earlier than the seventeenth century, before
which time, the History by Hector Boece (1570) had given rise to much
spurious tradition ; but it is probable that there may have been threads
of truth woven into the more elaborate narrative. It may be interesting
to give a list of the generations, as enumerated in the article on MacGregor,
in Sir Robert Douglas’s “ Baronage,” based, in the early part, on this Latin
document, of which Sir John MacGregor Murray possessed an authentic
copy, although no trace of either the original or the copy can now be found.!

Two very old MacGregor pedigrees have been brought to light since
Douglas’s “Baronage” was written ; one occurs in an ancient Gaelic parch-
ment MS., dated 1467,2 which contains genealogies of most of the Highland
Clans. In this document, the ClanGregor is deduced from Fearchar Fada,
King of Dalriada, of the Lorne line, who reigned in the early part of the
eighth century, through a certain Anrias connected with the Earldom of
Ross. This pedigree has been printed in full in the “ Collectanea de Rebus
Albanicis,” and again in “Celtic Scotland,” vol. iii. From these works it
is here transcribed in Gaelic and in English.

“Genelach Clann Grigair. Maelcolaim ic Padruic M°Eoin ic Grigair ic Donch
M°Maolcolaim ic Gillacrist MFearchar ic Muiredaig ic Ainreas M°Cormac ic
Qirbertaig ic Fearchair M®Fearchair fada ic Fearadaig fin :—

1 Mr Donald Gregory in 1825 states that the copy was unfortunately missing. (Chartulary.) One
reason for here reproducing the greater part of the article in Douglas’s * Baronage ” is, that as it has
served as a basis for small sketches of the Clan history, readers may have an opportunity of compar-
ing it with other studies on the subject, and observe how far its views have now to be modified.

2 Discovered by Dr Skene among the MSS. in the Collection of the Faculty of Advocates, and
considered to have been written by a M®Lachlan, 1450. (See Skene’s * Highlanders,” vol. ii. p. 8.)
Reference is made to the MS. having been printed in the ¢ Collectanea de Rebus Albanicis,” edited
by the Iona Club, first number. The genealogies from this MS. are also to be found in * Celtic
Scotland,” vol. iil., Appendix, p. 487.
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with Kenneth MCAlpin in the ninth century,! and thus the supposed royal descent
of the MacGregors must be relegated to the same category with the descent of the
other Clans from the Kings of Dalriada.”?

“To the great tribe of the Moravians, or ‘Men of Moray,” belong, in the
main, the clans brought in the old Irish genealogies from the Kings of Dalriada
of the tribe of Lorn, among whom the old Mormaers of Moray appear. . . . .
The group containing the M¢Nabs, ClanGregor, and M°Kinnons, appear to have
emerged from Glendochart, at least to be connected with the old Columban
monasteries. The Clans, properly so called, were thus of native origin ; the sur-
names partly of native and partly of foreign descent.” 2

It would seem unavailing to discuss at further length the question of
the origin of the clan, always reckoned in the past as the “ Siol Alpin”—
the old motto, “°’S RIOGHAIL MO DHREAM,” “ My tribe is royal,”
will suffice as a memorial of our traditions. We may now pass on to a
period when the family history begins to be more distinct.t

At the outset it may be desirable to recall circumstances which,
although well known, require to be borne in mind, rightly to comprehend
the subsequent position of the ClanGregor, their difficulties and struggles.

Amongst the continental nations there arose, in the early Christian
centuries, the institution of feudalism. To protect themselves against
hostile armies of foreigners, or against assaults by enemies of their own
nation, the principal men turned their houses into fortified castles, and
agreed with the peasants to protect them and their families on condition
of their surrendering themselves entirely to their liege lord or suzerain.
The sovereign gave land to his nobles on condition of military service to
himself, with a certain number of their men; the nobles adopted some
of their less powerful neighbours, and gave off portions of land to them
on similar conditions, thus establishing a system of mutual advantage

1 €Tt is obvious that a number of generations are omitted, not even excepting the ancestor who
gave his name to the Clan.”—Note to the Dean of Lismore’s MS., by Mr Gregory.

2 Celtic Scotland, first edition, vol. iii. p. 362, 363.

3 Ibid., p. 365. In the ‘‘Highlanders of Scotland,” vol. ii. pp. 4, 5, Dr Skene seeks to de-
monstrate that the modern Highlanders are the same people with those who inhabited the High-
lands of Scotland'in the ninth or tenth centuries, the descendants of the great northern division of
the Pictish nation, anaffected by the Scottish conquest of the Lowlands in 843.

4 The hereditary belief in royal ancestry, and in an inheritance of the highest courage and truth,
is shown in the poems from the Dean of Lismore’s book, quoted chapter vii.
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between the lord who granted protection, the vassals who gave their
military service in return, and lastly the peasants who received protection
and entirely gave up their freedom to obtain it.

Amidst the pressing necessities of the age which gave rise to it, the
institution undoubtedly had its value, till the nations outgrew it. The
feudal laws were brought to England by the Saxons about A.D. 600, and
were made more stringent under the Norman William the Conqueror,
in 1068. The system was introduced into Scotland by Malcolm II. in
1008, but it took a long time before it could absorb the tribal organisation
then prevalent. Certain burdens on land proper to the old Celtic tenures
gradually became assimilated to feudal forms in the eastern districts,
whilst in the northern and western the great tribes broke up into clans
about the thirteenth century.!

The Clan, a Gaelic word meaning children, consisted originally of the
children of a common ancestor, bound together by the ties of blood, loyal
to the Chief of their race, and sharing his good or bad fortune. Personal
attachment united each to the other in this family system, which in
different degrees has subsisted in most primitive nations, such as the
Israelites, and even in the present day amongst the Arabs. In the High-
lands the chiefship was generally hereditary and belonged to the repre-
sentative of the main stem, but to this there were frequent exceptions.
The next cadet often became the captain, and transmitted that honour
to his descendants. Occasionally in cases where the actual chief was
prevented from taking an active part in warfare, the clan chose a leader
on elective principles. The chieftains or heads of the different houses
which had branched off from the main stem were also powerful, and
exerted great influence over the chiefs; moreover, every clansman had
his birthright of kindred blood, which gave him dignity and enthusiasm,
so that it is incorrect in any way to liken members of a clan to the serfs
of the feudal system. Doubtless there must have been cases of abuse and
hardship, and the two systems running parallel, where they did not clash,
sometimes overlapped. The feudal superiors, in some circumstances, won

1 For details as to the breaking up of the old earldoms and tribes, see ¢‘ Celtic Scotland,” vol. iii.
p. 287.
B
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the affections of the occupants of their lands, and were accepted in the
same position as chiefs of race; but this was the exception.

The struggle between the Gaelic population of the Highlands clinging
to the old clan system on the one side, and the feudal overlords, who,
having obtained crown charters of the lands, occupied by the native races,
sought to dispossess them, was a long source of trouble and dispeace,
and the MacGregors, especially, were for centuries irreconcilable to the
change.

It may be observed that neither at the period under present considera-
tion, nor for some time later, does the name of MacGregor, so passionately
loved and so powerful a talisman in the future, appear to have existed
as a surname, although individuals ! of the race can be traced. There must
early have been numerous descendants of the same ancestor, allied in blood
and interests, for by the fifteenth century they had become a very large
clan. The custom of distinguishing different families of the same clan by
their patronymics—i.e., as the son of so-and-so—also of giving a “byname,”
or “to-name,” to individuals, prevailed amongst Highlanders in very early
days, and continued long after surnames became general in other places.

The following is taken from a sympathetic article on the ClanGregor,
published by Dr Joseph Anderson in 1890 :—2

“There are some minor episodes in Scottish history that illustrate with singular
force the native intensity of character and fervour of attachment to traditional
systems, which so often made the nation’s progress towards the universal reign of
law a bloodstained path. The case of the ClanGregor is perhaps the most typical
of these episodes, which marked the transition from the old Celtic system of the
military organisation of the clans under the chiefs of their name to the territorial
system, by which the men of the tribes became the men of their feudal landlords.
But though its tragic and romantic elements have often been dealt with, the true
story of the doings and sufferings of the devoted clan has yet to be dug from the
dry-as-dust sources of historic narrative in contemporary records, and the purpose
of this paper is merely to show that the records contain material for such a
narrative.

“There is no indication of the reason why the numbers of the clan when they

1In 1260 Gilcolm Makgrigir, probably a churchman, is mentioned in the proceedings of a
court held by the Prior of St Andrews at Dull, in Atholl. Quoted from ¢ Transcript of Chartulary
of St Andrews,” Advocates’ Library, by Mr MacGregor Stirling.

2 Published in the Scottish Review, October 1890,
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Chapter 11

Early Ancestry

XCERPTS from the “Baronage of Scotland,” by Sir Robert Douglas
of Glenbervie, Baronet, Edinburgh, 1798 :—

“I. Gregor! (third son of King Alpin) was brother to Kenneth, Donald, and
Achaius MacAlpin ; the two former of whom reigned successively, ézter annos 834
et 859.

“II. Dongallus or Doun-gheal,? so called from his light brown complexion.
Martin (who, by mistake, says he was son to Gregory the Great,® though all
historians are agreed that that monarch never had any issue), relates of this Doun-
gheal, ‘that he behaved most gallantly in the wars which King Gregory had in
Ireland’* ‘He married’ (says the same learned antiquarian) ‘Spontana, sister
to Duncan, a king in Ireland, and their posterity got the name of MacGregor, all of
them in this kingdom being descended from him.’® He died about goo, leaving
two sons—

1. Constantine.
2. Findanus, of whom the MacFindons, MacFingons, or MacKinnons are
descended.

“III. Constantine married his cousin Malvina, daughter to King Donald V1.6

“IV. ‘Gregor na Bratich’ (Bratach), ‘ Gregor of the Standard,’ so called from
his office of standard-bearer to his uncle, King Malcolm I., son of Donald VI.

1 See introduction, page I, as to article on MacGregor. Many observations therein not required
for the genealogy are omitted in present work.—Zd.

2 This name, believed to be that of Gregory’s father rather than of his son, shows due search
had been made in the ancient chronicles.—Zd.

3 Mr MacGregor Stirling derives the family from King Gregory, whose historical existence
is acknowledged (see page 1), whilst no Prince Gregor, brother of Kenneth, can be traced. He
disputes the assertion that King Gregory did not marry, as the wives of the kings were frequently
not mentioned, unless with reference to dynastic connections.—Zd.

¢ Martin’s collection.—Douglas’ Baronage.

5 ¢ Genealogical Collections in a Tree of the Family of Glenurchay or Breadalbane. Title,
MacGregor, vol, ii., page 22.””—Macgregor Stirling.

¢ History of the Alpinian family in Latin, recovered from the Scottish College at Paris by David
Mallet, Esq. Authentic extract, genes Evan Murray, Esq.—Douglas’ Baronage.
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He married ¢Dorviegeldum?! filiam hostiarii,’ 2 and was killed in battle with the
Danes, 961, with King Malcolm, leaving two sons—
1. Eoin or John.
2. Callum nam feidh, or ¢ Malcolm of the Deers,’ keeper of the royal forests
of Corrygeig.®

“V. Joannes, vocatus Eoin Mor MacGregor na Bratich (of the Standard), who
married Alpina, daughter of Angus, or Eneas, great-grandson of Achaius, brother
of Kenneth the Great. Eoin Mor is said to have been ‘a comely man of great
stature,* and an excellent bowman.’ He fought under King Malcolm II. against
Grimus, or Gruamach, so called from his surly looks, and was killed in battle,
circiter annum 1004, leaving a son.

“VI. Gregor Garbh, or the Stout, designated of Glenurchay, a man of martial
spirit and great renown in Malcolm’s time. He also fought under King Duncan I.
against the Normans and Danes, infer 1035 and 1040, and promoted the restoration
of his son, Malcolm III. He married a daughter® of the ancient house of
Lochow,® by whom he had two sons—

1. Sir John.
2. Gregorious, or Gregor, bred to the church, ‘obiit electus episcopus
St Andria.’ .

“VIL Sir John MacGregor, Lord of Glenurchy, a person of very good account
in the reign of King Malcolm IIL,” /nfer 1057-1093, and because of his warlike
achievements, was called ‘Shir Ian borb an Cath,’ ¢Sir John forward in battle.’
He married an English Lady of great beauty, who came to Scotland in the
retinue of Princess, afterwards Queen Margaret. He died ciraa 1113, leaving
two sons—

1. Malcolm who succeeded him.
2. Gregor or Gregory, who having been bred to the Church travelled to
foreign parts for improvement, from whence having returned, he became

1 History of the Alpinian family in Latin, recovered from the Scottish College at Paris by David
Mallet, Esq. Authentic Extract, genes Evan Murray, Esq.—Doug. Bar,

2 Professor Gregory writes this *“ The King’s Hostarius” or “ Doorward.”

3 Mamlorn called (in Gaelic) * The Glen of the Mist,” ¢ Corri-cheathich.”—Doug. Bar.

4 The Latin History and Songs of the Bards.—Doug. Bar.

5 Buchanan’s ¢ History of the Clans.”—Doug. Bar.

¢ I find in the genealogical account of the surname of Campbell that Sir Colin Campbell of
Lochow, who had divers great offices from King Malcolm II., had a danghter married to
M¢Gregor, Laird of Glenurchay; of this marriage was Sir John, a person of very good account in
the reign of King Malcolm IIL.” (Buchanan). The Chartulary has the following entry :—*‘He
(Gregor Garbh) married a danghter of ¢ Paul na Sporan’ or ‘ Paul of the Purse,’ treasurer to King
Malcolm II., and whose female descendant carried the estate of Lochow, by marriage, into the
family of Campbell, now Argyle.” (Comparison of Buchanan with genealogical table prefixed to
Campbell of Kirnane’s life of John, Duke of Argyle and Greenwich.)—Macgregor Stirling.

7 Buchanan and said heroic Poems.—Doug. Bar.
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Abbot of the Monastery of Dunkeld.! Being a person of great piety and
learning, and because of his father and grandfather’s services to King
Malcolm, St David the King changed that monastery into a Cathedral
Church, anno 1127, and promoted the Abbe or Abbot Gregory to the new
see, of which the Bishop obtained an ample ratification from Pope Alex-
ander III. as well as an apostolical protection ? to himself. He is witness
to several Charters in the reign of King David and of Malcolm IV. From
him the M°Nabs or the ¢Sons of the Abbot’ are undoubtedly descended.
He lived to be the oldest Bishop of his time, and died circiter 1169.”

The notice of Bishop Gregory, to which reference is made, is thus
given by Myln, who was a Canon of Dunkeld in the sixteenth century.
The work is a Latin MS. of which there are several translations :(—

‘“Gregory, who was at that time Prior of the Convent, and afterwards a Privy
Counsellor, was the first Bishop. It was by his interest that the lands of
Auchtertoul and thirty prebends were granted to the Bishop and Chapter of
Dunkeld, as is contained in King David’s Charter; Gregory procured in the
strictest form, from Pope Alexander III., a protection for himself and his Church,
in which writing all the possessions are reckoned which they held at that time.
He sat in this see forty-two years, and died in the year 1169, which was the third
year of the reign of King William.”

From the “Chartulary ” :—

“ Gregory, Abbot of Glendochart (where from early in the eighth century there
had been a house of Culdees), next Abbot of Dunkeld, and on the erection of
Dunkeld into an Episcopal see, the Bishop is said to have been a younger son
of Sir John MacGregor of Glenurchay, and to have been the progenitor of the
MacNabs, whose surname signifies ‘Son of the Abbot,’3 ‘the pale Abbot,
MacGregor’s son from Stronuidhme’ (a place in Glenfalloch where he resided at

1 Dicta historia, Keith’s Bishops. Cart. Scone, Dalrumple’s Collection.—Doug. Bar.

2 Mill’s MS. (Lives of the Bishops of Dunkeld).—Doug. Bar.

3 A note by MacGregor Stirling explains that Abbots in the time of the Culdees were allowed
to marry ; which, however, according to Myln, must have been altered directly afterwards, as he
states that the *‘ good King David changed Dunkeld into a Convent of Seculars, at the same time
he got appointed a Bishop and Canons, about 1127.” Dr Skene’s investigations alter the date,
places, and persons. ‘*Mylne is however wrong, both in the date and in the name of the
Founder” (*¢Celtic Scotland,” vol. ii. page 370). Alexander III. created, 1107, two additional
Bishoprics for the more remote and Celtic portion of his Kingdom, the first was that of Moray, to
which he appointed a Bishop named Gregorius; and the second was that of Dunkeld, which he
revived in the person of Cormac.” Note, ¢‘ They are first mentioned by name when they confirm
the charter of erection of Scone, 1115,” ##d., page 368.
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no great distance from St Phillans Church), is still proverbial in the Highlands”
(“ Baronage,” Keith’s Catalogue of the Scottish Bishops, etc.).

The following passages from Celtic Scotland by Mr Skene are here
quoted to shew the conclusions to which he has arrived on the subject of
the MacNabs :—

“The name of MacNab certainly means the son of the Abbot. In the seventh
century St Fillan founded a monastery in Glendochart the upper part of which
took its name of Strathfillan from him, and in the reign of King William we find
the Abbot of Glendochart ranking along with the Earls of Atholl and Menteith.
As the property possessed by the MacNabs lay in Glendochart, and we find the
name of Gillefaelan, or servant of St Fillan, occuring in their oldest genealogy,
we may certainly recognise in them the descendants of the lay Abbots of
Glendochart.”

Mr Skene goes on to say that as the son of Aoidh Urchayidh or
Hugh of Glenurchay bore the name of Gillafaelan or servant of St Fillan,
and as the MacGregors also possessed property in Glendochart, they were
probably connected with the MacNabs.

“VIII. Sir Malcolm MacGregor of Glenurchy, eldest son of Sir John, was a
man of reputation and authority in St David’s time. He married Marijoriam,
junioriem filiam Willielmi hostiarii, domini rigis nepotis. ‘Marjory, youngest
daughter of William,! Chief of the Army and nephew of our Lord the King.’

¢ Sir Malcolm was a man of incredible strength of body. Being of the King’s
retinue at a certain hunting party, in a forest, his Majesty having attacked a wild
boar, or some other animal of prey, was like to be worsted, and in great danger of
his life, when Sir Malcolm coming up, demanded his Majesty’s permission to
encounter it, the King having hastily answered, ‘In, or ‘e’en do, bait spair
nocht,” Sir Malcolm is said to have torn up a young oak by the root, and throw-
ing himself between his Majesty and the fierce assailant, with the oak in one hand,
kept the animal at bay till with the other he got an opportunity of running it
through the heart. In honour whereof his Majesty was pleased to raise him to the
peerage by the title of Lord MacGregor, to him ‘ez haredibus masculis’; and in
order to perpetuate the remembrance of the brave action, gave him an oak tree
eradicate, in place of the fir-tree which the family had formerly carried. We have
his arms blazoned by an ancient herald 2 in these words: ¢ Lord MacGregor of old.

1 The lady’s father, as appears, was William, Earl of Murrayse, son of King Duncan II.
Chronicon Cumbrae,—Chartulary.

2 Workman’s MS., blazoned, p. 37, illuminated, p. 249, gezes Mr Cumming, Herald printerin
Edinburgh.—Doug. Bar.
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Argent, a sword in bend azure and an oak tree eradicate, in bend sinister proper ;
in chief a crown gules. Crest, a lyon’s head crowned with an antique crown, with
points.—Motto: In do, bait spair nocht. Supporters, on the dexter an unicorn
argent crowned, horned 07, and on the sinister a deer proper tyn’d azure.’!

¢ Sir Malcolm 2 was called ¢ Moref hir Callum nan Caistel,” ¢ Lord of the Castles,’
because of the several castles which he built; as those of Caol-Charn (now
Kilchurn), beautifully situated at the north-east end of Lochow, and that of
Finlarig, and the chapel which last was consecrated to the Blessed Virgin, and the
old Castle of Taymouth, at least to have had their residence there and to have
built Castle Coal Churin,”

The “Chartulary” has the following remarks regarding this Sir
Malcolm, styled in Gaelic “ Morair” (Lord) :—

“ He is asserted to have saved the life of the Sovereign, who must have been
either Alexander I., or David I. or Malcolm IV., in the act of hunting, and when
attacked by the wild boar, and to have then obtained in reward for his service that
armorial bearing which, being emblematical of the exploit, forms, amid the wreck
of written documents, one of the muniments of the Family,

With regard to the Arms the late Mr Donald Gregory sent to Sir
Evan MacGregor a certified paper, signed by himself and his brother, John
Gregory, Advocate, after a search made in the British Museum (gth June
1825), of which the following is a slightly abridged transcript :—

“The MS. No. 1371 of the Harleian Collection,® in the British Museum, said to
have been written and painted by Scotch, but bearing internal evidence of having
been done by English hands, is titled ¢ Scotica Nobilitas, 1589.” The MS. contains ;

1. The Atchievements of King James VI, fo. 1.
2. The Atchievements of the Earls of Scotland, twenty-four in number, fo.
2 to 25.
3. The Atchievements of the Barons, forty in number, fo. 26 to 67.
4. The Shires of Scotland.
5. The Stewartries of Scotland, &c., &c.
10. Elenchus Baronum, of which the following is a copy.”

1 This blazon was copied by Sir John MacGregor Murray, before 1710. The book was, about
that time, exposed for sale, ‘ with the late Mr Goodall’s effects,” and others believed to have
belonged to the family of the former librarian of the Advocate’s Library.

2In the poem by Duncan MacDougall Maoil, in the Book of Lesmore, reference is made to
‘¢ Malcolm who his wealth ne’er hid,” and in another poem to ¢ Malcolm of unbending truth,”—
see chapter ix., but his ancestry differs from that given in the ¢‘ Baronage.”

8 This MS., and the coloured sketch of arms, has been verified_by Sir Malcolm MacGregor of
MacGregor, at the British Musenm, Feb. 1897.
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only. On the title-page is given the shield, crest and motto to which all
gentlemen of the ClanGregor are entitled.!

Although there may be no historical evidence as to this Sir Malcolm,
the grant of armorial bearings, commemorating some hunting exploit, and
the well established tradition of the MacGregor “ Morar ” (Lord) who built
the Castles enumerated, affords reasonable probability to the main narra-
tive. The actual date when the Arms were first given or first used is
undiscoverable. But it was not till the reign of King William the Lion,
1165-1214, that arms were first borne in Scotland, and that King William
chose as his cognisance the red “Lion rampant,” which constitutes the
Arms of Scotland.

“Baronage” continued—

“Sir Malcolm died, cireiter 1164,2 leaving three sons—

1. William, his heir.

2. Gregor, called “ Gregor more graund,” more because of his large stature,
and “graund ” on account of his being ill-favoured or ugly. Of him all
the Grants are said to be descended.

3. Achaius (Hugh), of whom, by the traditions of the family, the Clan
Achaius—now corruptly called Maccays or Mackays—are descended.

This theory of the descent of the Mackays is undoubtedly an error.
They are now understood to be derived from the old Earldom of Suther-
land. (See Skene’s “Highlanders.”) In the old MacGregor genealogy,
given in the Dean of Lismore’s MS,, to be quoted farther on, one of the
ancestors of the main stem of the Macgregors bears the name of Hugh,
and appears to have flourished in the twelfth century. It is probable
that this Achaius, or Hugh, was a more prominent representative than a
third son, as stated in the “Baronage.”

With reference to the derivation of the Grants, a family copy of the
“Baronage ” has a note, apparently in Mr MacGregor Stirling’s handwriting.

1 Crests are not considered to come under the same fixed rules as other armorial bearings, but
the Lion’s head is generally adopted by all MacGregors.—Zd.

% Probably the time when he flourished was thirty or forty years later, and it is possible that the
two generations of Duncan a Straileadh, and his son, Duncan Beg, came in between Ian Borb
nan Cath and Malcolm of the Castles.—Zd.
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“In a history of the Family of Grant—in the possession of a respectable Cadet
(Grant of Bonhard), composed before 1719, and denying the traditionary account
of the descent of the Grants from a younger son of the Laird of MacGregor—there
is the following passage regarding the parents of Patrick Grant of Freuchie and
Bellachastell, born about 98z :—‘Anlaw, or Allan, the eldest son and repre-
sentative of Heming Grandt, a man of desirable accomplishments, is married to
Mora, daughter to Neil MacGregor, a man lineally descended of Gregorious Magnus,
King of Scotland. This Anlaw (others call him Avelass) got with Mora MacGregorie,
in portion or tocher, the Barony of Bellachastell and Freuchie in Straspey.’ The
grandson of Patrick (son of Mora MacGregor) was ‘ Gregory Grant of Freuchie.’!
The same passage occurs also in the ¢ Chartulary’ with the remark : ¢ This account,
which differs materially from the title Grant of Grant, in Douglas’s Baronage—but
is obviously preferable, and is confirmed by the other MSS. quoted—may serve to
account for, and, at the same time, to correct the extant tradition of the common
origin of the MacGregors and the Grants, whose armorial bearings have a strong
affinity.”

In consequence of this passage (found, however, only in a modern
genealogy), the date of AD. 980 is assigned as the time when Neil
MacGregor flourished; and he is conjectured to have been a son of
Gregor of the Standard.?

“Baronage” continued—

“IX. William, Lord Macgregor, who flourished in the reign of William the
Lyon, and Alexander II. He married filiam domini de Lindsay, and died
ad annum 1238, leaving two sons and a daughter—

1. Gregor, his heir.

2. Alpin; who, being bred to the Church, was promoted to the Bishoprick of

Dunblane ; infer annos 1232 and 1290.”3

The “Chartulary ” notices—

“From a collation of circumstances, a strong presumption arises that William’s
wife was daughter of Lindsay of Bonhill, or Buchnull as it was anciently called.
These Lindsays in the thirteenth century were hereditary Toschsadorachs, and
Forresters of the Earls of Lennox.”

1 ¢The foundation of the Grant story seems merely to be that the earliest Grant known was
Gregory le Grant, whose sons Laurence and Robert, called Grant (dicti Grant), witness an agree-
ment between the Bishop of Moray and Joha Bisset in 12§8.”—¢ Celtic Scotland,” vol. iii.

. 350.
2 Chartulary. (See page 13.) 8 Historia famili et Keith’s Bishops.—Doug. Bar.



20 History of the Clan Gregor [r248-1314

“ Baronage " continued—

“X. Gregor,! Lord? of MacGregor (or, according to the ‘Chartulary,’ Gregor
of Glenurquhay) succeeded, and joined King Alexander II anno 1248 with his
followers when that Monarch went upon his expedition for recovery of the western
Isles from Haco, King of Norway. He also flourished in the reign of Alexander III.
(inter 1249 et 1296). By his Lady Marion, filiam de Gilchrist, he was father of
Malcolm XI1.” '

The “ Baronage ” adds a note that the writer has been unable to discover
who the Gilchrist was, but the “Chartulary ” has a remark—

“ Cireiter 1286. Died Gregor of Glenurchy, who married a daughter of
Gilchrist (4th son as is believed of Aulin, 2nd Earl of Levenax), founding this
belief on a Charter by Malduin, 3rd Earl of Lennox, 1238-9, of certain lands which
is witnessed, it is to be remarked, by John Glendochir, Amalech my Brother, &c.”

In the “ Baronage ” the successor to Gregor No. 10 is given as—

“XI. Malcolm (styled Dominus de MacGregor), a person of great loyalty,
strongly attached to Bruce, whom he is said to have relieved from the chief of Lorn
at Dalreogh, and to have been mounted on a milk-white steed.® Thereafter the
King harboured in a large cave in MacGregor’s lands, near Craig-Chrostan, which
is to this day called “Uamh an Riogh” (the King’s cave), from which he crossed
over Loch Lomond, and met the Earl of Lennox.

“ Malcolm fought at the battle of Bannockburn, and is said to have been the
person who brought the relics of St Fillansarum from the country of that name,
then part of his lands, to King Robert’s chaplain, who passed it for a miracle, in
consequence of which the Bruce founded a priory in Strathfillan4 (azno 1314).
This Malcolm? is much celebrated by several bards. He fought under Edward
Bruce in Ireland, and having received a wound at the battle of Dundalk, of which
he was ever afterwards lame, he retired home, and was known by the name of
“ Morfhear bachdach,” or the lame lord.

! There is ground to suppose that Gregor’s father’s name was John, believed to be William’s
second brother, omitted in ‘‘ Baronage.” (See chapter vii.)—Zd.

2 The writers of the *‘ Chartulary ” do not consider that the title ¢ Morer " (equivalent to Lord),
by which Sir Malcolm was designated, was hereditary, even if it was ever formally bestowed ; but
after No. VIL., styled Lord of Glenurchy in the ¢ Baronage,” the ¢ Chartulary ” continues to quote
the territorial designation. —Z4d.

3 Collection of ancient heroic poems, genes Mr John Murray.—Doug. Bar.

4 The ruins of this priory can still be traced near Crianlarig. —Z£d.

5 Said heroic poems.—Doug. Bar.
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“ He died at an advanced age, anno 1374, leaving by his wife Mary, daughter
to Malise M°Alpin of Finnich, two sons—
1. Gregor, his heir.
2. Gilbert, of whom it is said the Griersons of Lag descended.”

The Griersons of Lag claim this descent, which is quite probable
although it may not be susceptible of actual proof.

The existence of this second Malcolm seems to be well established by tradition
and Highland poems. It is said that * Malcolm, chief of the family of MacGregor,
had a command at the army of King Robert Bruce at Bannockburn,” but the
authority for this statement is not conclusive.! There is also mention of a Malcolm
of Glendochart doing fealty to Edward of England, 28th August 1296. As Gregor
(X.) is said to have flourished in the thirteenth century, it seems improbable that his
son should have lived till 1374. Possibly one or two generations have been missed
out before or after Malcolm. The MSS. of the Dean of Lismore contains a very
interesting genealogy by an old Highland seannachie, giving the Glenstray pedigree.
It is difficult to identify the list recorded in the * Baronage with the names found
therein, but in a subsequent chapter this genealogy will be transcribed.

From the unquestionable authority of the Obituary, known as the Chronicle of
Fortingal,? the following entries are here given in chronological order :—

“1390, April 19. Died John, son of Gregor of Glenurquhay, and was buried
in Dysart, north of the High Altar.

Dysart, q. d. Tigh sart—in English, “ House of the Highest”—is the old
name of the Church of Glenurquhay, which was annexed to Dalmally. John, son
of Gregor, was surnamed Cham, or “blind of an eye,” as appears from the two
entries under 1415.

It is believed that he was the latest MacGregor in recognised possession of
Glenurquhay, for his son is styled “in,” not “of,” that land ; but “there does not
seem ground to suppose that they ever had what alone, according to Saxon ideas
of landed property, could secure continued possession, a charter of confirmation on
their resignation into the King’s hands. (*Chartulary.”)

1415. Died Gregor, son of John Cham, in Glenurquhay, and was buried as
first mentioned.

1415. Died John the Black (dhu), son of John Cham, son of Gregor at Stron-
melochan, and was buried at Dysart.

Stronmelochan was a fortalice at the north-east extremity of Lochaw, near the
entrance of Glenstray.

1 ¢¢ Catalogue of Chiefs,” penes Major-General David Stewart of Garth.
2 Translation of Dean MacGregor’s Chronicle, printed with the Historical Review, 1831.
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The above entries, the Bard’s genealogy, and others from “ The Black
Book of Taymouth,” enable us to define positively that the house of
Glenstray descended in direct line from this John Dhu, and as he had a
brother, Gregor, who coincides with Gregor, surnamed Aulin, in the
“ Baronage,” we are led to believe that these two Gregors were identical,

From the “ Baronage ” :—

“XII. Gregor, called Aulin (Aluinn)—iz.e., perfectly handsome ”—succeeded.
He married Iric, daughter of his uncle Malcolm M°Alpin, son of the said Malise,
and died circiter annum, 1413 leaving by his said lady five sons and several
daughters—

1. Malcolm, his heir.

2. John, first designed of Breachd-sliabh, who eventually became Laird of
MacGregor.

3. Gillespie, or Archibald, who married and had issue.

4. Gregor, of whom the family of Ruath shruth, or Roro (as will be shown
later, the name of this son was probably Duncan).!

5. Dugal Ciar.”

In the course of this, the fourteenth century, the sovereigns had given
many lands to those who supported them, and amongst these were territories
occupied by the ClanGregor as Crown tenants—z.e., settled on the Crown
lands by royal favour, either as a reward for military services, or connected
with the royal house, which tradition asserts, or the tribe may have enjoyed
allodial occupation of these localities from time immemorial.

From the “Chartulary ” :—

“Before 1340, Alexander Menzies, son and heir of the deceased Alexander
Menzies,? gave a grant to ¢ Avunculo meo,’ Yvaro Campbel, of all his lands in the
Barony of Glendochart.

“In A.D. 1340, July 3oth. Charter by Alexander Menzies, son and heir of
Alexander de Menzies, Lord of Glendochart, to Ewar Campbell and his heirs, of
20 merks of land in Glendochart, dated at Kilmarnock, 3zoth July 1340.

¢ 1368-9, 12th March. Charter by King David II. at Perth to John of Lorn,
of the district of Glenlyon, in Atholl. (Robertson’s “Index of Missing Charters,”
80-141.)

1 See chapter xi.

2 In 1374-6 Campbell is mentioned as having received it from the Crown, it is supposed on
the forfeiture of Malcolm of Glendochart.






Chapter 111

Sketch of Scottish History, 1285-1390

HE period succeeding the death of King Alexander IIL, in 1285, and
of his young granddaughter, the Maiden of Norway, who died in
September 1290, was the darkest of Scotland’s history, only illumined by
the patriotism of William Wallace, and subsequently of Robert Bruce.
After a miserable reign of four years, John Baliol attempted to contend
against Edward I. of England, but sustained a severe defeat at the battle
of Dunbar, 28th April 1296. Wallace, after a few years of heroic struggles
to deliver his country, was eventually captured, and beheaded on the 22nd
August 1305. Bruce, King Robert 1., was crowned at Scone, 2gth March
1306, and gained the victory of Bannockburn 23rd June 1314. After his
early death (June 1329) Scotland’s troubles were again renewed, his son,
David II, being only four years old at the time. Edward Baliol, son of
John Baliol, invaded the country, gaining a victory at Dupplin, 1332, and
Edward III. of England coming to his support, won the battle of Halidon
Hill, near Berwick, 19th July 1333. But brave and skilful warriors were
not wanting in Scotland, and having succeeded in winning back the castles
and towns taken from them, they welcomed home in 1341 the young King
David, who had taken refuge in France. Having subsequently invaded
England, he was made prisoner at the battle of Neville’s Cross, near
Durham, 17th October 1346, and remained in captivity till Scotland was
able to ransom him in 1359. Peace was at length restored, till the death
of David II., February 1370-71.

The dynasty of the Stewarts now came to the throne. Walter, the
Lord High Steward of Scotland, having married Lady Marjory Bruce,
eldest daughter of King Robert I., their son Robert Stewart succeeded
his uncle as King Robert II., and reigned till his death, April 1390.
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All that is known of the ClanGregor during this stormy period is ably
discussed in a paper by Mr Donald Gregory, entitled “ Historical Notices
of the ClanGregor,” which Essay was read to the Society of Antiquaries of
Scotland, 22nd March 1830, and printed in the “ Archazologia Scotica,”
vol. iv. As this paper is now out of print, and not in general circulation,
quotations may here be freely given.!

“ An early, if not the original, seat of the ClanGregor (one of the few families in
the Highlands which, so far as male descent is concerned, can be regarded as purely
Celtic), a family which is generally allowed to be one of the most ancient and re-
nowned of the Highland tribes, was the valley of Glenurchy, in the district of Lorn.
From Glenurchy, accordingly, they took their style for many generations.

“It appears that John of Glenurchy—the chief, probably, of the family—was
made prisoner by King Edward of England at the battle of Dunbar, anzo 1296 ;
and that he had afterwards his lands and possessions restored by order of that
monarch, on condition of going to France to serve him in his wars in that kingdom.
In the public instruments connected with the fate of those of the Scottish leaders
captured at Dunbar, John de Glenurchy is ranked as one of the “Magnates
Scotiz,” a proof that his possessions holding of the Crown were far from incon-
siderable. This individual had—as would seem—died in France; for his name
does not again appear in any of the transactions of the period. He left a daughter
and heiress, Margaret, who carried the Barony of Glenurchy to her husband, John,
son of Sir Neil Campbell of Lochawe, by Lady Mary Bruce, sister of King Robert.
This John Campbell, on whose mother her Royal brother had conferred the Earl-
dom of Athole, became in her right Earl of Athole. He fell in the battle of
Halidon Hill, anno 1333, leaving issue by his wife,2 a child, who survived a few
years only. On the death of this child, the Barony of Glenurchy appears to have
returned to the family of MacGregor, for there is undoubted evidence of the death,
so late as 1390, of John MacGregor of Glenurchy. I have been thus minute in
tracing the history of this barony, as I conceive it to have been the last freehold
possession of any consequence held by the name of MacGregor.”

In the “Chartulary,” the documents connected with Edward I’s
prisoners are given at full length.

“Johannes de Glenurchart, one of several ‘Scottish Magnates’ is taken
prisoner in the battle of Dunbar. :
“ Mandate by Edward I. of England, 31st of July 1297, bearing the title, ‘ King

1 Taken from a MS. copy of this Essay presented to Sir Evan Murray MacGregor in 1830.
? Margaret de Glenurchy must have been his first wife.—See p. 28.

D
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Edward commands that the Scottish Magnates captured in the battle of Dunbar,
and about to fight for him in France and elsewhere, be liberated from prison.—
(Rotuli Scotim)—1297, July 31st” ‘The King (Edward I1.) to the Constable of
the Castle of Berkhamsted, greeting. Whereas John de Glenurchart, lately captured
in the conflict that took place betwixt us and the Scots at Dunbar, and by our
command detained in the prison of the said castle, hath found before our beloved
and faithful Walter de Bello Campo (Beauchamp), Steward of our household,
sufficient bail that he shall immediately pass with us in our service to the countries
beyond seas, and that he shall well and faithfully serve us against the King of
France, and other Rebels and Enemies to us in time to come, as in the foresaid
Bail Bond, recorded in presence of the said Steward, is fully contained. We
command you that ye cause ye body of the foresaid John to be liberated from our
prison of the said castle without any delay whatsoever in the foresaid manner.’”
—Rotuli Scotiz.

The following remarks from the “Chartulary” relate to the same
personage :(—

“Charter by King David II. of Scotland ‘ To Margaret de Glenurchy and to
John Campbell, her spouse’ (Earl of Atholl), ¢ of the lands of Glenurchy.”” 1

Between 1329, June 28th, death of King Robert Bruce; and 1333,
July 19th, battle of Halidon Hill.

“John Campbell, younger son of Sir Neil Campbell of Lochaw by Lady Mary
Bruce, sister of King Robert 1., was created Earl of Atholl on the forfeiture of
David de Strathbogie, cizcizer 1314. He married Margaret, heiress of Glenurchy,
daughter, most probably, of John de Glenurchart, captured at the Battle of
Dunbar, 1296 ; who had, in virtue of a warrant by Edward I. of England, 3ist
July (same year), been ordered to deliver up his eldest son (if he had one) as a
hostage. It is unknown whether he had a son. John Campbell, Earl of Atholl,
was killed at the Battle of Halidon Hill.”

The “ Historical Notices ” proceed :—

‘“ Glendochart is another district with which the Clan appears to have been
connected at an early period. John Glendochir witnesses a charter by Malduin,

! Index of missing charters by William Robertson, Esq., one of the Deputies of the Lord
Clerk-Register for keeping the Records of Scotland, 1798. The terms of this missing charter are
not known. All the charters extant in the general Register House, Edinburgh, in the reigns of
Robert I., David II., Robert II. and IIIL, and in the regency of Robert, Duke of Albany, have
since been printed. The charter quoted in the text is not among them. Those reigns, and that
regency, comprehend the period over which Mr Robertson’s index extends. A MS. index in 1629
is the source of the information regarding this missing charter.—Note in ¢‘ Chartulary.”
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third Earl of Lennox, 3d March 1238, and Malcolm and Patrick de Glen-
dochart, probably sons of John, do homage to Edward I. at Berwick-upon-
Tweed, 28th August 1296, being a short while after the disastrous conflict of
Dunbar. In the lists of the Scots on this occasion, printed by Prynne, Malcolm
de Glendochart is mentioned twice, and in separate places, once as Malcolm de
Glendochart simply, and again, in company with amongst others Alexander de
Argyle (Lord of Lorn), as King’s Tenant in Perthshire. From these facts the
obvious inference is, that Malcolm de Glendochart held lands both as a free baron
and as a kindly tenant. ‘That the individuals designed of Glendochart were Mac-
Gregors appears highly probable, when, in addition to the well-known fact of the
long settlement of the Clan in this quarter, we find that the names Malcolm and
Patrick were common in the tribe.

“But these were not the only territories in which the ClanGregor succeeded in
gaining a footing. The numbers of the name that have for centuries been found in
the adjacent districts of Rannoch, Glenlyon, Glenlochy, Strathfillan, and Balqu-
hidder, and in Breadalbane generally, to all of which there is easy access from
Glenurchy, testify the ancient power of the family, and warrant the supposition
that parts at least of these ample territories were held as free baronies by the
chieftains of the Clan.

“If this supposition be thought not unreasonable, it will not be difficult to
account for the loss of many of these possessions under the reign of Robert Bruce.

“The Lord of Lorn, who married a sister of John Cumin the Black, brother-in-
law of King John Baliol, took, as is well known, a very active part in favour of
Baliol, and after the dethronement of that unfortunate prince, attached himself to
the Cumin party, displaying a constant and energetic opposition to the claims of
Bruce. The family of MacGregor, from the situation of their principal property,
Glenurchy, in Lorn, and probably through their possessions in Perthshire also, were
necessarily in strict alliance and otherwise closely connected with the house of
Lom, and would naturally follow the fortunes of that very powerful family, in a
question more especially admitting of so much dispute as that of the succession to
the Scottish Crown. We find, accordingly, that Bruce had no sooner established
himself on the throne, than the house of Lorn, with all its followers and allies,
suffered severely by forfeiture. Nor were the MacGregors exempted from their
share of the loss. Glenurchy could not be forfeited, being the property of an
heiress and a minor; but the wardship and the marriage were probably given by
the King to Sir Neil Campbell of Lochawe, his brother-in-law. Glendochart was
granted to Alexander Menzies, who had married Egidia, sister to the High Steward,
husband to the Princess Marjory Bruce. The barony of Fortingal became, by the
royal bounty, the property of Thomas Menzies, son, probably, of Alexander ; and
part.of Rannoch fell by the same process to the ancestor of the family of Strowan
Robertson, who had been a staunch adherent to Bruce. To the power of the Clan-
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Gregor these various grants must have given a fatal blow ; and it is from this reign
that we must date the downfall of this ancient tribe.

“Some of the Clan however appear to have taken the other side, for in 1293
John Baliol, then King of Scotland, issued a mandate to Alexander de Ergadia
(Lord of Lorn), and to the Bailie of Lochawe, charging them to summon ‘Sir Angus
MacDonald, Knight, Lawmund MacGregor, and Angus, son of Duncan MacGregor,’
to appear in the royal presence on a specified day, to do homage, and various other
things obligatory upon them. The first of these three individuals is evidently the
son and heir of the Lord of the Isles, and the same as he who proved afterwards so
steady a friend to Robert Bruce. It would thus seem that Sir Angus, and the two
MacGregors mentioned along with him, and who, from the terms of the writ, are
evidently free barons holding their lands of the Crown, had not acquiesced in the
award which placed Baliol on the Scottish throne ; an inference which, as it seems
perfectly legitimate, will serve to account for Glenurchy’s being, as we have seen,
in 1390, the property of John MacGregor. This, however, did not prevent the
chiefs of the Campbells who, by their close alliance with the new dynasty, had now
commenced that rise which has not been less permanent than it was rapid, from
acquiring a superiority over the MacGregors, which was improved by every
succeeding generation.”

Dr Joseph Anderson has the following remarks or “resumé” on this
subject :i—!

“The earliest notice of the ClanGregor shows them settled in Glenurchay,
Glendochart, Breadalbane, Glenlochy, Glenlyon, Rannoch, and Balquhidder,
but not holding their lands of the Crown. Before the date of Robert Bruce
there are incidental notices of the MacGregors of Glenurchay, but the forfeiture
of the House of Lorn, with all its followers and allies, with whom undoubtedly
the MacGregors were closely allied, deprived them of their possessions. Glen-
urchay was at that time the property of an heiress and a minor, and the ward
and marriage of Margaret de Glenurchay? seems to have been given to John
Campbell,® son of Sir Nigel (or Neil), who was created Earl of Atholl, and fell at
Hallidon Hill, 1333. There was one child of the marriage, who survived a few
years only, and the Barony of Glenurchay seems to have returned to the MacGregors,
for there is a John MacGregor of Glenurchay in 1390.

! Copied by permission from a note-book of Dr Joseph Anderson in connection with the
‘¢ Chartulary.,”

? After the death of this Margaret de Glenurchay, the Earl of Atholl must have married
again, for Mr Skene quotes a ‘‘dispensation in 1339 for the marriage of Johanna, Countess of
Stratherne, widow of John, Earl of Atholl, to Maurice de Moraira.”—Celtic Scotland, vol. iii.,
appendix, page 452.

% sth April 1357-8.—Charter of whole lands of Glenurchy by King David II. in favour of
Mariota of Glenurchy, daughter of John of Glenurchy, and spouse of John Campbell.—Dr Anderson.
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“ Immediately after this we find the Campbells of Lochaw in possession of
Glenurchay, and a family of MacGregors as vassals of the Earl of Argyle in Glenstrae.
There is no evidence to show how the barony of Glenurchay passed from the
MacGregors to the Campbells, but in the Black Book of Taymouth . . . it is
stated that Colin Campbell, second son of Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochaw,
was the first Laird of Glenurchay of the line of Lochaw. In point of fact he had
a charter from his father in 1432 of the barony of Glenurchy, and afterwards, by
marriage with the heiress, acquired a third of the great Lordship of Lorn. This
Sir Duncan Campbell was King’s Lieutenant in Argyleshire.”

Continuing the Historical Notice of the Clan, the account of their
possessions may now be followed :—

“At what time the barony of Glenurchy was finally lost to the MacGregors by
becoming, as it did, the property of the Campbells, is a point on which, so far as I
can learn, there is no extant evidence. Nor is it certainly known how the change
took place. It has been stated from good authority that John MacGregor of
Glenurchy died in 1390 ; this individual was contemporary with Sir Colin Campbell
of Lochawe, of whom I find it said, in a manuscript history of the Campbells,
that he added greatly to the property of his family. The words of the manuscript
are :—‘But never any of that family showed hlmself a more worthy man than he,
according to the times he lived to see; and although, by every one of his pre-
decessors, some lands were added to the estate and honours of that family, yet
none of them purchased more of both than he. In effect, he it was (as the proverb
is) who broke the ice and opened a door to all the after grandeur of the family,
by suppressing the Islanders and curbing all oppressors.” Duncan, first Lord
Campbell, son of Sir Colin above mentioned, married a daughter of Robert, Duke
of Albany, brother of King Robert IIL., and many years Governor of Scotland.
This Duncan, Lord Campbell, long known as Sir Duncan Campbell of Lochawe,
was one of the wealthiest and most powerful of the Scottish barons. He held,
under the Jameses I. and II., the office of King’s Lieutenant in Argyleshire, which
invested him with very extensive powers against rebels to the King’s authority.
Whether he exercised those powers to strip the MacGregors of the territory of
Glenurchy, or inherited this possession from his father, are points on which it is
impossible to come to a decision. This much however is certain, that he possessed
Glenurchy, and gave it in patrimony to a younger son, Sir Colin, founder of the
House of Breadalbane, who is mentioned in a Charter by the style of Glenurchy,
anno 144z2.

“I have now brought down the history of the ClanGregor to the time when
I find them in a situation totally different from that of any other Clan in the
Highlands, namely, without an acre of land held free of the Crown. Although,
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however, this was a very singular situation for a Clan so numerous, and so long
and extensively established, I have not discovered, from any authentic source
whatever, that they had at this time become distinguished any more than the
neighbouring tribes for a predatory disposition. In Perthshire the Crown still
possessed extensive lands on which the Chieftains of the tribe were seated,
nominally as Crown tenants, but in reality, from the unsettled state of the country,
as absolute proprietors; their numbers, and their warlike habits, making it very
difficult, or next to impossible, for the Crown to enforce payment of their rents.
Such a state of things could not last. During the government of Albany
accordingly, and in the minorities of the four immediate successors of James L.,
owing to the above, and other causes not less important, these lands gradually
passed into the possession of the various powerful barons in that part of the
country whom it was the interest of a weak <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>