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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue Author, from his connection with the clan Mackay, and his acquaintance
with the northern parts of Scotland, has, for a long period, had an anxious desire
that a work of this kind should have been undertaken. That desire was consider-
ably increased, from obvious reasons, after he had obtained a perusal of Sir Robert
Gordon’s Genealogical History of the Earldom of Sutherland; to which, however,
this narrative is, on different accounts, in no small degree indebted. It required but
a eursory investigation of the Scottish histories, to discover that an adequate and
impartial detail of matters to the north of the Grampian mountains, was a desider-
atum ; and the Author would have rejoiced, if a work similar to this had been ex-
ecuted by one of better abilities, and labouring under fewer disadvantages than
those to which he has been subjeeted.

For several years past the Author had been arranging some notices regarding affairs
in the north, without having any idea, that ever he should publish them ; but cir-
cumstances which occurred of late, rendered it imperative on him to proceed in this
work, both to prevent the memory of his elan, who had distinguished thiemselves,
partienlarly by their bravery, for about six ecenturies, from falling into oblivion ;
and to proeure some support to himself and family, in his deelining years; render-
ed necessary from circumstances known to many of the subseribers.

Since the Author came to this eity, he has been so mueh oceupied in eollecting
additional information, preparing his manuscript for, and correcting the press, in
order to make the publication as authentic and respectable as was in his power,
that he has not been able to spare any sufficient portion of his time to proeure sub-
scriptions, which is the only cause why the names in Edinburgh are so few.

The Author must embrace this opportunity to express his most grateful *a;éknow-
ments to the gentlemen connected with the Register-House and public libraries, for
the free and ready access, and polite attention, he bas uniformly met with at each
of these plaeces.

He may be permitted to add, that the work eontains eighty pages of letter-press
more than he had originally intended ; Lut he preferred an abatement of lis profits,
rather than to have the narrative injured by abridgement.

' RoBErRT MacCKaY.

Edinburgh, August 1, 1829.



CONTENTS.

CHAP. L
DeseripTionN of Mackay's country, &c.—Remarks on the ancient state of the - coun-
try ;—its curiosities, natural and artificial ;]—manners and customs of the inhabi-
tants ;—etymology of names of persons, clans, and places, and thoughts with regard

to its original possessors, &ec. . " . 1.-27

CHAP. II.

Notices concerning the following ancestors of the Clan-Mackay, viz. Alexander; Wal-
ter, his'son ; Martin, his son; Magnus, his son; Morgan, his son ; Donald, his son ;
Iye, his son ; Donald Mackay, his son ;. and Angus, his son ;—affairs during their
respective lives ;j—the possession held, and severities exercised by the Norwegians
and Danes in, and their expulsion from the north parts of Scotland ;—battles of
Largs in Ayrshire, and Bannockburn ;—etymology of names ;—inquiries as to other
families and persons in Caithness, Sutherland, &c.; also with respect to the nature
and origin of the disputes between Sutherland and Mackay, &ec. z

CHAP. IIIL

Angus-Dow Mackay ;—bloody battle of Tuttim-Tarwach ;—inquiry as. to the clans
concerned ' in the noted conflict on the north Inch of Perth ;—battles betwixt
Angus-Dow and Donald Lord of the Isles, at Dingwall, and betwixt the latter,
and Sir Alexander Irvine of Drum, and others at Harlaw ;—mistakes of historians
as to Angus, pointed out and corrected ;—notices regarding his cousin, Thomas
Mackay of Spinnidale ;—the conflict' at Harpsdale ;—the complaints laid before
King James I. against Angus, and their result ;—the plot devised against him by
the Ear] of Sutherland, and Angus Murray of Cubin ;—the consequent bloody and
decisive battle of Drimnacoub, &c. A N 3 2 . ’ 3

CHAP. 1V.

John-Abrach Mackay ;—the appellation Abrack how derived ;—his lands, marriages,
&c.;—Niel Mackay ;—the Sandside conflict ;—Earls of Caithness;—Sinclairs, Earls
of Orkney and Caithness ;—Angus Mackay ;—conflict at Tannach ;—treacherous
slaughter of the Guns at St Tayr ;—fall of the Earl of Caithness and his men at

« Flodden ;—notices of the family of Sutherland, the Macdonalds, Mackenzies, &c.;
—tragical death of Angus Mackay ;—John Mackay I.;—invades Ross in revenge of
his father’s death ;—the bloody conflict at Strathoikel ;—he obtains a remission from
King James IV.;—Iye Mackay II. apprehends Alexander Sutherland of Dirlet, and
obtains his lands ;—enjoys much of the royal confidence and favour ;—detail con-
cerning the accession ‘of" the Gordons to Sutherland, and the measures by which
they dcprived Alexander the heir of the succession. . 1

CHAP. V.

John Mackay II.;—his contendings and conflicts with the Gordons, in order to re-
store his brother-in-law, Alexander, to his right ;—spirits up, and joins with other
clans, to prevent the Gordons from subduing the north of Scotland ;—death of
Alexander ;—his descendants ;—murder of the laird of Duffus, and consequent
tronbles in the north ;—Lord Caithness’ fatal expedition to Orkney, &c.;—Donald
Mackay ;—is in great favour with King James V.;—he and his followers attend the
king's army at Solway-moss ;~—his invasions of Sutherland, and their canses :—mea-
sures pursued against him by the Earls of Huntly and Sutherland, and relative oc-
currences ;—murder of William Macintosh, chief of the clan-Chattan, &ec.

CHAP VI.

Tye Mackay ITL.;—is accused of having joined the English at Haddington ;—his lands
gifted to Bishop Reid of Orkney ;—invades Sutherland in pursuit of the murder-
ers of his cousin., John Sutherland ;—is summoned by the queen-regent to Inver-
ness, but declines to appear :—the Earl of Sutherland, assisted by Huntly, invades
and spoils his country ;—he at the same time invades and spoils Sutherland ;—goes

49

74

100

121



vi CONTENTS.

to Edinburgh and surrenders himself ;—is imprisoned, but soon liberated, and em-
ployed to resist the English, where he behaved with great valour ;—battle of Cor-
richy and relative matters ;~—Mackay attends Queen Mary from Inverness to Aber-
deen ;—obtains from her a remission of the affair of Haddington ;—the queen re-
vokes the gift to bishop Reid, and grants Mackay’s lands to Huntly ;—Caithness
obtains great power in the north, and becomes a severe scourge to Sutherland ;—
Huntly, to save Sutherland, gives up to Mackay his lands for a small sum, but re-
tains the superiority, which he afterwards sells to the Earl of Sutherland ;—an act
of injustice and cruelty on the part of Caithness, gives great offence to his eldest
son, John, and to Mackay ;—John goes to reside with Mackay ;—his father decoys
him back, and confines him in a dungeon during his life. : . ; 143

CHAP. VIL

Hugh Mackay ;—is a minor ;—his elder brother, Donald, deprived of the succession
by means of Lord Caithness;—relative occurrences and troubles ;—Hugh resides
with Caithness, and marries his daughter ;—John-Beg Mackay aceidentally killed ;
—David and Inghram Sinclairs killed ;—Huntly sells the superiority of Mackay’s
country to the Earl of Sutherland ;—troubles in Assint ;—resolutions formed against
the elan Gun ;—skirmish at Auldgown;—Hugh Mackay gives portions of the coun-
try to his brothers, Donald of Scowry, and William of Bighouse ;—disputes between
Lords Caithness and Sutherland ;—the latter purchases Mackay’s friendship, by giv-
ing him his daughter in marriage ;—they invade and spoil Caithness-shire ;—Hugh
Mackay’s valour at Crisaligh;~—Caithness invades Sutherland ;—is saved from a de-
feat by the bravery of Donald Mackay of Scowry ;—Hugh Mackay spoils Caithness;
—Lord Caithness attempts to invade Sutherland, but is prevented by Mackay ;—a
formidable gathering at Bengrime, which ends without bloodshed ;—anecdotes of
Niel Mackay’s nurse;—Lord Sutherland, Mackay and others, visit Patrick Earl
of Orkney ;—disputes between Caithness and Mackay;—death of William Mackay
of Bighouse ;—Arthur Smith, a coiner, occasions troubles, tumults, and slaughters
in the county. of Caithness;—is seized at Thurso by Donald Mackay, son of Hugh,
and killed ;—John Sinclair of Stircoke slain :—other incidents ;—Donald is cozen-
ed by his uncle, Sir Robert Gordon ;—Caithness invades Sutherland, but retires
peaceably ;—obtains and executes a commission against Ear] Patrick’s adherents in
Orkney ;—death of Hugh Mackay ;—his character and children ;—death of his
lady, and of his brother-in-law, the Earl of Sutherland. ]

'CHAP. VIII

Donald Mackay succeeds his father';—Sir Robert Gordon, his uncle, is tutor to the
young Earl of Sutherland ;—Sir Robert’s plots and proceedings against Donald :—
Lord Forbes obtains the lands of Dunbeath, Sandside, Downreay, &e. and appoints
William Tnnes his chamberlain ;—the corn of Sandside burnt ,—relative disputes,
in which-Lord Caithness gets deeply involved ;—Donald Mackay goes to London,
and is knigbted in April 1616:—more of Sir Robert’sleft-handed measures against
his nephew, Sir Donald, and against Duffus and others ;—a temporary agreement
between Lord Caithness and Sir Donald ;—Sir Robert’s double-dealing with both ;
—other incidents ;—Lord Gordon is appointed to pursue Lord Caithness with. fire
and sword, but declines the service ;—Sir Robert, Sir Donald Mackay, and James
Sinclair of Murkle are appointed ;—Sir Robert executes the commission in the true
knight-errant manner;—Sir Robert outwitted by himself;—Lord Forbes sells his
Caithness lands to Sir Donald Mackay, and John Sinclair of the family of Mey. 219

CHAP. 1X.

Sir Donald Mackay raises a regiment of 2000, some say 3000 men, to assist the King
of Bohemia against the Emperor of Germany ;—embarks for Germany ;—engages
with the King of Denmark ;——names of some of his officers ;—domestic inciden?s 3
—Mackay’s regiment formed into two divisions, and ordered on duty ; their hard
service, and bravery at the pass of Oldenburgh ;—Sir Donald’s face burnt by the
explosion of a barrel of gun-powder ; the Danish army retire ;—Major Dunbar, of
Mackay’s regiment scnt with four companies to defend the castle of Brandenburgh ]

187



CONTENTS vii

---his valour and Tilly’s barbarity ;---after much hard service, and severe suffer-
ings of his regiment, Sir Donald returns to Britain to have'it recruited ;---he is
created Lord Reay by King Charles I. ;---siege of Stralsund ;---his regiment being
again reduced, Lord Reay returns to Scotland for a fresh supply ;---engages with
Gustavus Adolphus King of Sweden ;---his service at Stetin ;---accompanies the
king during his rapid progress, for eight months ;---Munro’s shipwreck, deliver-
ance, and resolute conduct ;---Lord Reay returns to Scotland for a new levy. 242

CHAP. X. &

Unhappy dispute between Lord Reay and Colonel Ramsay, which leads to a misun-
derstanding between the former and the Marquis of Hamilton ; siege and taking
of New Brandenburgh and Demanin ;---the former place retaken by Tilly, and
some officers of Mackay’s regiment made prisoners, and others killed ;---Captain
Sinclair’s valour ;---Mackay’s and other twe regiments formed into what was called
the Scots brigade, under command of Sir John Hepburn till Lord Reay should re-
turn ;---Gustavus takes Frankfort on the Oder, and Landsberg ;---Tilly takes Magde-
burgh ;---his excessive cruelty ;---Hamilton arrives in Germany with 6000 men, who
suffer greatly from an epidemic distemper ;---the Duke of Saxony, with 15,000 foot .
4nd horse, joins Gustavus ;---the battle of Leipsie ;---two hundred men of Mackay’s
regiment led by Munro, attend the King of Sweden to Schweinfurt ;---he com-
mends their valour ;---the bravery of the Scots brigade at Appenheim ;---death of
Tilly ;---Hamilton returns to Britain ;---the battle of Lutzen, in which the great
Gustavus Adolphus was killed ;---his character ;---Mackay’s regiment reduced to a
skeleton ;---Munro goes to Scotland for a fresh levy, but returns no more to Ger-
many. , : . . . . . : . . 273

CHAP. XI. |

Lord Reay, from sundry causes, suffers great losses and disappointments ;—disputes
between the Earl of Sutherland and Lord Lorn ;—proceedings against Lord Reay
before the privy council, which is, besides being otherwise inimical to himn, swayed
by the Marqgnis of Hamilton ;—the second reformation commenced in Scotland ;—
Lord Reay and others join the covenanters ; Montrose is most zealous in pressing
the covenants on recusants ;—Huntly, without effect, endeavonrs to make Suther-
land join the king’s party ;—proceedings in the north ;—Lord Reay and his son,
John master of Reay, take the covenant ;—the Earl of Seaforth commands the co-
venanters’ army in the north ;---Sir Robert Gordon, taking advantage of Lord
Reay’s embarassments, lays schemes to obtain for the Earl of Sutherland part of
Lord Reay’s lands, and the whole belonging to the clan-Abrach’; in which, he ul-
timately succeeds ;---Seaforth and Reay suspected of inclining to the side of King
Charles ;---John, master of Reay is imprisoned, but soon liberated ;---sundry oc-
currences ;---Lord Reay, in order to avoid these civil troubles, retires to Denmark,
but returns again to Britain ;---the Marquis of Huntly for his greater safety re-
sides at Tongue ;---Montrose changes sides ;---the Earl of Crawford and Lord Reay
taken at Newcastle, and sent prisoners to Edinburgh, where they are confined
along with Sir Alexander. Irvine of Drum and his two sons ;---Montrose appointed
to command the royalists ;---his proceedings ;---battles of Alderne, Alford, and
Kilsyth ;.--he marches to Edinburgh, and liberates Lord Reay and others ;---is de-
feated at the battle of Philiphaugh ;---Ardyrack castle in Assint besieged ;---more
of Sir Robert’s severe measures ;---public matters ;---domestic occurrences ;---Ha-
milton’s engagement, and its consequences ;---Lord Reay returns to Denmark, und
is made colonel of a regiment and governor of Bergen ;---dies in that kingdom ;
---his character, marriages, and children. s b 4 . : 330

e CHAP. XII.

Public affairs ;---John, Lord Reay assists the king’s adherents ;---is taken prisoner,
and confined in Edinburgh tolbooth ;---Niel Mackay is killed in Thurso ;---public
matters ;---Montrose lands in Caithness ;---his proceedings ;---his defeat ;---is seiz-
ed by Niel Macleod of Assint;—sent to Edinburgh and executed ;—Cromwell
invades Scotland ;—liberates Lord Reay ;—Charles II. restored ;—Lord Reay’s
losses estimated ;---pnblic affairs ;---Niel Macleod prosecuted criminally for having
apprehended Montrose. . 4 y p : y X 5 362



viii CONTENTS

CHAP. XIIL

Disputes and spoils in the counties of Caithness and Sutherland ;—William and
Hector Mackay of Scowry murdered ;—William Sinclair of Dunbeath and others
invade and spoil the Reay country ;—proceedings in consequence ;—commission
of fire and sword granted to John Campbell of Glenorchy against Dunbeath and
others ;—disputes between Glenorchy and George Sinclair regarding the earldom
of Caithness and some lands ;—battle of Altimarlach ;—relative proceedings ;—
the crew of a Swedish ship murdered at Kylescow ;—cruelties against non-con-

- formists ;—sufferings of Mrs Fearn of Pitcallion ;—James VII. proclaimed. 386

CHAP. XIV.

King James calls General Hugh Mackay from Holland, and appoints him command-
er-in-chief in Scotland, and a member of council ;—he dislikes the service and re-
turns_to Holland ;—sketches of his earlier life ;—his nephew the Honourable
ZEnéas Mackay imprisoned at Edinburgh, but liberated on King William’s landing
in England ;-—General Mackay accompanies King William to England ;—is sent
to Scotland as commander-in-chief, and a member of council ;---John, Lord Reay’s
marriages, children, and death. ' X . : ; : 5 393

CHAP. XV.

Thelate non-conformists, who had guarded the convention, are disbanded with pub-
lic thanks for their good services, and orderly conduct ;---Dundee deserts the con-
vention and bestirs himself to raise a party for the abdicated king ;---General
Mackay leaves the blockade of Edinburgh castle, and having secured the castle of
Stirling, pursues after Dundee ;---their varieus proceedings, pursuits, and move-
ments in the northern shires ;---treachery of some of the general’s troops oppor-
tunely discovered. . . . E t d 5 : . w428

CHAP. XVI

Skirmish at Culnakill ;—two hundred Mackay’s join the gencral, and two hundred
more after wards ;—his measures retarded and deranged by the interested and sel-
fish conduct of several public managers, and the infidelity of the Marqus of Athole,
and his son, Lord Murray ;—battle of Killicranky described in the general’s own
words ;—death and character of Dundee ;—subsequent proceedings ;—battle of
Dunkeld ;—various occurrences ;—the adherents of James defeated at Cromdale. 467

CHAP. XVII.

The general erects a fort, and places a garrison at Inverlochy ;—apprehends the Earl
of Seaforth, and after seeing the kingdom restored to some degree of quietness,
and having left the privy council proper regulations for the army, garrisons, &c.
leaves his native land, in November 1690, never more to see it ;~—lamentable state
of Ireland ;—General Mackay sent thither ;—his conduct at the siege of Athlone,
and at the decisive battle of Agrim ;—he is called to Holland, and killed at the
battle of Steenkirk, 24th July 1692 ;—his character. 3 o 3 . 485

CHAP. XVIIIL

Lord Breadalbane is employed, by King William, to treat with the Highlanders ;—
the consequent massacre of Glencoe ;—inquiry regarding that nefarious and barba-
rous business ;—Breadalbane is imprisoned and prosecuted criminally ;—scheme
for colonizing New Caledonia, whicE entirely fails ;—union of Scotland with Eng-
land ;—the Rebellion in 1715 ;—clergy of Sutherland and Caithness-shires, &c.

CHAP. XIX.

John Gow, the pirate ;—Margaret M‘Gilbert, the reputed witch;—the Highland
Watch, or 42nd regiment ;—the rebellion in 1745-6 ;—Notices regarding the Haz-
ard ship, and Frenchmen seized at Tongue ;—Miss Flora M‘Donald ;—Rob Don
0{1 _{Elobert 1‘\lfackay, the ﬂ)térne.;;r Bard ;—the Old Sutherland Fencibles ;—marriages,
children, characters, and deaths of several Lords of Reay, &ec. :—th %

bles ;—battle of Tara-hill, &c. . : . = 3 o .t ) I.leay F enct.

556

.



A

HISTORY
THE HOUSE AND CL.AN
MACKAY,

&c.

y CHAPTER I

DESCRIPTION OF MACKAY'S COUNTRY, &ec.

Tuat district, in the north-west extremity of Scotland, known by the
name of Lord Reay’s, or Mackay’s, country, from Drimholisten, which
divides it from Caithness on the north-east, to Kylescow, an arm of
the sea dividing it from Assint on the south-west, is about eighty miles
in length ; and, at an average, about eighteen miles in breadth. It
stands separated from Sutherland by the high mountains Bengrime,

&



2 HISTORY OF THE HOUSE

Ben-Clibrig, Benhie, and the forest from thence to Benloid in Assint.*
Mackay’s country, previous to and for sometime after the reformation
from popery, contained only two parishes, Durness and Farr: but it has
been since divided into four, viz. Farr, Tongue, Durness and Edderach-
illis.

The parish of Farr is of great length, extending from Portskerray on
the sea-coast to Moudale, a space of not less than forty miles; but its
breadth is not proportionate. The estate of Bighouse, or Strathhalla-
dale, though a part of Mackay’s country, from its vicinity to Caithness,
pays stipend to the minister of Reay in that county; but in all legal
cases, the inhabitants of that estate must appear before the courts in the
shire of Sutherland, as comprehending the whole of Mackay’s country.
The best part of this parish is the Strath of Naver, extending from
Bettyhill to Moudale, about thirty miles. Strathnaver was very po-
pulous prior to the commencement of the sheep farming system in the
north : it contained a considerable quantity of good arable land, which
nearly supplied the inhabitants in bread ; and, besides yielding much
excellent pasture, commanded a great range of rich heath for rearing
cattle for the southern markets. There were also considerable portions
of arable land in Strathy and Armadale ; the latter place having support-
ed about forty-two families previous to the year 1792, or thereabout,
when it was laid under sheep.

* Two miles north-east from the church of Farr, stand the ruins of a
strong fort called Borwe-Castle, which probably from its name, signify-

* Hector Boece, whose history of Scotland was first published in Paris in 1526, des-
cribes the boundaries thus ; “ Merchand with Ros lyis Stranavern, the outmaist boundis of
Scotland ; of quhilk the se-cost lyis north-north-west, and crukis in agane sumtime for-
nens the Almani (Atlantic?) seis, havand fornens it, on the gret north, Cathness ; on the
gret eist, Sutherland ; on the gret south, Ross ; and on the gret west, the nor-nor-west seis.
Thrg gret craggis lyis on the outmaist side of Stranavern, namit Hoy, Howbrown, (Hol-
burnhead) and Downisbie (Dunscanbay) ; and because thir thre rockis schutis far in the
see, thay mak twa gret firthis and lochis severit fra uther.” This description seems pret-
ty accurate : at the time when he wrote, the west side of Sutherland was in the possession
of Mackay, who consequently had Ross as his boundary at the south.



AND CLAN OF MACKAY. 3

ing a fort, was built by the Danes when they commanded these north-
ern parts of Scotland. It stood on a promontory jutting outinto the sea,
and joined to the land by a neck not above twelve feet broad, which had
been guarded by a draw-bridge from whence a narrow pass ascended to
the castle, in which two persons could not walk a breast: one side of the
pass overhangs the high perpendicular rock on which the ecastle stood,
and the castle wall confines the other side. Beyond the pass, or entry,
there is a large space of ground, about forty yards long, and thirty broad,
where are to be seen, besides the ruins of the castle, marks of houses
where the guards resided, and the remains of a trench and wall at the
extremity next the sea, at which, though the rock be high; it is access-
ible by climbing with some difficulty. In the middle of the fort there
is a well, which at all seasons is supplied with water. The neck is at
least twelve feet under the level of the ground within the fort, and
seems to have been still lower. Immediately below the castle, there is
a passage formed by nature through the rock, where. a boat is some-
_times rowed in calm weather. The ecastle was strongly built, the walls
thick, and cemented with lime. The land from which this promontory
proceeds is craggy, and much higher, and consequently the castle
could not stand a siege by cannon and other ordnance, but without ar-
tillery it must have been impregnable. In .the sixteenth century it
was taken and demolished, as shall afterwards be narrated.* Except-
ing Barroch-Castle near Tongue, probably another Danish erection,
this appears to have been the only place of strength in that country ;

* Mr Pope, afterwards referred to, writes, “ Betwixt Far and Kirfomy, in this parish, is a
most singular curiosity, well worth the pains of the traveller to view, being the remains of
an old square building, or tower, called Borve, standing upon a small point joined to the
continent by a narrow neck of land not ten feet wide. This point or head is very high,
consisting of rock, and some gravel on the top ; on both sides is very deep water, and a
tolerable harbour for boats. This tower seems' to be built by the Normwegians ; and the
tradition is, that one Thorkel or Torquil a warrior mentioned by Torfeeus, was the per-
son that built it. They speak likewise of a lady that was concealed there ; she is said
to be an Orkney woman; and Thorkel was an Orkney man. * But what is most curious, is
a passage below, of 200 feet in length, like a grand arch or vault, through which they
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from which it would seem that the ancient inhabitants depended
chiefly on their own valour, the lofty hills and rocks with which that
district so much abounds, together with the lakes and arms of the sea
by which it is so much intersected. There are along the water
of Naver the remains of several circular towers, or duns, about sixty
feet in circumference, having had comparatively little room within;
the walls thick, and built of large stones without mortar, contracted to-
wards the top, and in the shape of a sugar loaf. - They do not seem to
have been intended for dwelling-places, nor indeed is it easy to deter-
mine to what purpose they were appropriated, unless for beacons or
watch-towérs, which is most probable, as they stood within sight of
each other progressively. They are vulgarly termed, Picl's houses, but
they rather appear to have been Danish, as the former do not seem to
have inhabited these parts.f One of these duns stood on the top of
a high steep rock, now :neérly covered with sand, at the mouth of the
water of Naver, part of which is still to be seen; another, about six
miles from thence, and within sight of it, stood at Dunviden, near the
river from which this place seems to have received it’s name: Dun-Vi-
‘den, i.e. Woden’s Tower.
Strathnaver, there is reason to think, had its name from the clan
Abrach, descendants of John-Abrach Mackay, (of whom afterwards)
who possessed it from near the beginning of the fifteenth century. In
. the Gaelic language, the inhabitan{s of Strathnaver are called Naverich,
and that tribe are called Aberick. ¥rom Strath-na-Aberich, in Gaelic,
the transition is natural and easy to Strath-w-Averich ; and this is coun-

row a boat. The writer h_as been one of a company that rowed through it. The passage
is so long that when you enter at one end, you fancy that there is no possibility to geet
out at the other, et vice versa. How this hard rock was thus bored or excavated, I cannot
say, but it is one of the most curious natural arches, perhaps, in the known world.”
This Thorkel appears to have lived about the middle of the eleventh century.
Pennant’s Tounr.
t There are a number of those buildings still to be seen in Orkney, where the Nor-

wegians or Danes were the only ancient inhabitants. The greater part of a very large
orie stands at Burger, the property of Mr William Gordon, in the parish of Evay.



.AND CLAN OF MACKAY. ]

tenanced by the roll annexed to the Scots Act of Parliament 1587, cap.
94. in which that clan are termed Clan Mackeane Awright, and by
other documents, as shall be afterwards noticed.* !
There are.a few places in Mackay’s country, that still retain apparent-
ly Norwegian or Danish names; such as Farr, Skail, Dalharold, Halla-
dale, in the parish of Farr; Borgy, Scrabster, Ribigil, in the parish of
Tongue; Hope, Portcamul, Borley, in Durness parish. Dalharold
is said to have received its name from a battle fought there with the
Danes, in which their leader, Harold, was killed. At that place there
is a plain of considerable extent, where a number of large stones are still
seen standing upright.t Another battle was fought, probably with the
Danes, about a mile east from Iarr, as appears by a great many heaps
of stones, or cairns, which, by length of time, are crusted with sod,
from nine to twelve inches thick. .In the church-yard of Far, a cu-
rious stone stands erect, having about five feet of it above ground, bear-
ing a variety of figures, which, there.is every reason to think, are of
Pagan device; and the stone itself is of such durable quality, (somewhat
though not exactly of the nature of granite,) that time has made little
impression on it. There are no stones to be seen in that country of the
same kind, nor are there any accounts regarding it. It cannot be
doubted, that when the Danes possessed, not only Caithness but the
coast-side of Sutherland, they also possessed parts of Mackay’s country,

* To this it may be objeeted, that Angus Dow, father of John-Abrach, has been de-
* signed “ of Strathnavern.” But there is no evidence, or even probability, that either he
or the country had that designation in his own time, or for a long period after. The
earliest writer who mentions him, is Bower, who wrote nearly a century subsequent to
his time, and stated the designation as it was when he wrote. But let any who may
make the objection, find a more probable derivation, and then the matter will be conceded.
+ Mr Pope says, “A great battle was fought of old at a place called Dal-Harale, or
Harald’s field or plain, betwixt Reginald king of the Isles, and Harald earl of Orkney
and Caithness. Harald was well drubbed ; and the field of battle is full of small cairns
where the slain are buried, and some large stones erected like pillars, shew where per-
sons of note were interred. Torfeeus tells a long story about this affair; it seems that
they had bloody skirmishes at —-——, and near the manse of Far, as appears from the
number- of Cairns in both these places.” Pennant’s Tour.
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and that they found the many harbours it contains, convenient when
passing to and from the Hebrides.

The parish of Tongue, from the water of Borgy to Strathmelness, is
about thirteen miles long, and about the same breadth from Skerray to
Dinachcory. Above Tongue, one of Mackay’s most ancient seats,
stands a lofty lull, called Knock-en-frectan, or Watch-hill, having been,
no doubt, anciently used for that purpose, for which, from its elevated
round head, it is remarkably well suited. About four miles distant,
Ben-Loyal shows its majestic front, supporting three towering rocks,
like pyramids, often enveloped in the clouds, which are termed Skor-
Chinside, Skor-Unnich, and Skor-Vatten : there is a tradition current
amongst the people, that a portion of Skor-Chinside always falls on the
death of a chief of the family of Mackay. Near the top of the moun-
tain, and between the two former pinnacles, the ruins of a building
called Drowle-Castle, said to have been inhabited by a Dane, who lived
there alone, are still to be seen. By the term .Drowle, he seems to
have been an uncouth, wayward recluse. About two miles from
Tongue, on the pinnacle of a rising promontory, stand the remains of
Bar-Castle, or Barroch-Castle, a square tower of seemingly two stories,
both arched, about twelve feet within, and built with mortar, less sub-
ject to decay than the stones. About twenty feet of it in height still
remains; and from its situation, occupying the whole of the pinnacle on
which it rests, it must have been a place of great strength and security
in ancient times: but even tradition is silent as to the time, or by whom
it was erected ; thoug'. as was formerly hinted, it was probably by the
Danes: for it is the general opinion, that no Mackay ever occupied it.
Mention, however, is made of a Bishop Bar, who lived in the eleventh
century, and might have been its founder : he built a church at Dor-
noch, called St Bar’s Church, which was demolished in 1570.*

In a small lake, lying between Ribigil and Kinloch, called Loch-Ha-
con, there is a little island, on which part of a building had been erected,

* Sir Robert Gordon’s History of the Earldom of Sutherland, Pp- 25, 156.
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of stones brought from a distance of not less than fifteen miles, over
rough and mountainous grounds. The lofty hill, Lurgahavel, from
whence the stones were taken, stands in the centre of Mackay’s forest.
These stones lie nearly level in the quarry, are of a straight edge and
even bed, of a pearly colour and lustre, and very durable, rising in
shape like planks of timber; in thickness from one to two or three
inches; in breadth from a foot to a yard or upwards; and in length
from one to four, or even six yards. Had it not been inaccessible from
any harbour, by the intervening hills, rocks and glens, this quarry would
have been of immense value. ~ The tradition as to the unfinished build-
ing is to this effect: A lady, whose husband governed the country,
entertained a violent affection for a young man, and in order to gratify
it without the privity of her lord, she resolved to build a house in that
island, under pretence that she was to retire there for her devotions.
She called in every one who could bear a burden, and obliged them to
carry the stones on their backs from the quarry at Lurgahavel to the
island ; but before the building was far advanced, she was taken off by
a conspiracy. The tidings flew immediately among the people, as they
were @n the way under their burdens, and each, as the grateful news
arrived, threw off his load—Howsoever the matter was, it is certain
that the unfinished building is seen to this day, and that small parcels
of the 'same kind of stones ‘of which it is composed, remain in many
parts of the way, betwixt the quarry and the island. More probably;,
however, the building might have been carried on by Hacon, Earl of
Orkney, who lived in the year 1110,* intending it as a lodging for him-
self and his warriors, when engaged in hunting or otherwise. The
erection, which is capacious, and contains an artificial walk, is called
Grinan, or sunny house, perhaps from the beauty of its form, materials,
and situation. ' :

The bay of Tongue, or Kyle of Kintail, has a pleasing appearance,
extending above six miles, from Melness point to Kinloch; it ebbs

* Barry's Hist(;ry of Orkney, p. 151. '
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about four miles over sands abounding with cockles and other shell
fish, which have always been of much benefit to the people for several
miles round. Near the mouth of the bay, below Melness, there are
sand banks raised by the surf, which at high-water are covered,
and, in spring-tides, to a sufficient depth for porpoises to get
over them. Sometimes they remain in the hollows within the
banks, till the sea retires, and leaves them either on the dry sand,
or in the shallow” water, where they are slaughtered by the inha-
bitants with poles and hatchets. They are generally in length from ten
to fifteen feet, and yield a good deal of oil. From the high ground
leading to Tongue along the side of Knock-en-frectan, Melness hasa fine
appearance, rising with a gentle ascent, it having an eastern exposure,
and containing a large tract of arable land. After travelling over a
dreary waste of seven miles from Borgy to Coldbacky, and from thence
three miles of high and uneven ground, in a semicircular direction, one
is all at once most agreeably surprised, when the place of Tongue
bursts suddenly into view, where nature and art have combined to ren-
der the prospect beautiful and tasteful.

Tongue is, in every respect, a residencé befitting a nobleman. Its
n atural situation is delightful—at the foot of the aspiring Ben-Tongue,
and softly washed by the low and gentle wave of the bay. .The man-
sion-house is a mile from Kirkibol, where the church stands; from both
which a tract of land extends about a mile towards the bay, and nar-
rows gradually, until it terminates in a point. This tongue of land ap-
pears to have given name to the place; and, with this exception, there
is perhaps no place in the country bearing an English name. The gar-
dens are neat, and sufficiently large,—as mueh so at least as the ground
could admit of, consistently with other conveniences,—for utility or plea-
sure. About a century ago, George, third Lord Reay, improved Tongue
much, by planting and otherwise. A copious rivulet, rushing down
the steep hill, yielding its various cadences through a birchen grove, until
its speed is greatly checked as it passes more gently through a sloping
canal, by the end of the avenue and bowling green, has a charming of.
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fect. 'Tongue and its vicinity have of late years been much improved
and beautified, under the superintendency of Captain Donald Hugh
Mackay, brother of the present Lord Reay. Behind, or at the east side
of Ben-Tongue, lies the romantic valley of Dalacharn, which, for rich-
ness of pasture, is exceeded by no place in the country: it hasalways
been Lord Reay’s dairy. From Kirkiboll to the bottcm of Ben-lyall,
about four miles, a fertile valley extends along a small river, having the
large corn and grass farms of Ribigill on the west side, and Scrabster
and Falside on the east, with Kiendside at its southern extremity, and
at the base of the lofty pyramid Scor-chinside. Kinloch, two miles
west from Ribigill, lies at the liead of the Kyle of Tongue, and at the
east side of Ben-hope ; itis an extensive and fertile place, having a river
passing through its centre, in which salmon are caught. = Kyle isa gae-
lic word for narrow, and applied to an arm of the sea.

The delightful Lake-Lyall, about five miles long, washes the foot of
Ben-lyall on the east, and contains an island, where Mackay had a
pleasure house in former times. Lettermore, salubrious and productive,
and, at an average, about half a mile in breadth, skirts the mountain
along the lake. This place maintained about forty-two families : and
the people were behind none in the Highlands of Scotland in comfort,
health, and harmony ; having plenty to take and give, and hearts still
larger than their cellars. There are three islands opposite the entry to
the bay of Tongue,—Ellan. na-Naobh, Ellan-na n-Coman, and Lllan-
Rhone, i. e. Saint’s, or Holy-Island, Rabbit-Island, and Seal-Island. In
the former, it is -said, there had been a mmonastery in-old times; the
twolatter are-worthy of their names. Of Seal-Island, (which principally
guards the entrance of thg bay, and the rocks of which, towards the sea,
are of great height,) a large portion has lately fallen in, and left a tre-
mendous chasm. ‘

From the Kyle of Tongue to Hope, there is a large space of boggy
ground, above six miles in length, and about the same breadth, from
Whitenhead, or Rhu-hutig to Ben-hope. The district between this

bog, termed the Moin, or Moin-relig, and Loch-Eriboll, or the Kyle of
s B
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Eriboll, another arm of the sea, is called Uas-voin, or Westmoin, and is
accounted part of the parish of Durness. Durness itself, distinct from
the parish, seems, from its name, to have been anciently confined to the
ground on the east of lakes Borley and Balnakeel, and extending from
thence to Ben-kinabin ; but it has long been understood to comprehend
also the ground.on the west side of those lakes to the Kyle of Durness.
The ground on the east side is black, and on the west sandy. On
the former side there is a township still called Durin; and about a mile
from thence, there is a striking fall of water at the famous cove of Smoo,
which in Gaelic is termed Ess. From both these, the name Durness
seems to have been compounded : Du-rin-¢’-ness, or black border of the
fall. The west side lies exposed to the sands blown from the shore
and links north and west of Balnakeel. This side is wholly, and the
black side for the most part, bedded on limestone, which has given rise
to the remark, that the people of Durness, by drinking water 1mpreg—
nated with lime, get sooner bald than those of other places. :
This parish, from Westmoin to Parff, or Cape-Wrath, is about eighteen
miles long; aud in breadth, at the east, from Irashgill, near Whiten-
liead; not less than fifteen miles to Strathmore; and at the west, from
Kerwick at Cape-Wrath to Shinness, about twelve miles. Lake-Hope
is a fine body of water, about five miles long, which, after receiving the
water of Strathmore, collected from the forest, and several rivulets,
sends out'a copious stream, roaring along through a channel full of huge
and shapeless blocks of granite, until it_discharges itself into Loch-Eri-
boll, within three miles of Whitenhead. At the upper end of Lake-
Hope stands Ben-hope, which is as higl as any mountain in Mackay’s
country, and at the west side appears truly awful and grand. From its
base, near the water of Strathmore, to about three-fourths of its height,
the mountain rises to the plumb, above which, its weather-beaten bare
summit slopes somewhat like the roof of a house. At various seams of
the perpendicular rock, a number of mountain ash and birch trees are
suspended, waving in all directions to the blast. It strikes the obser-
ver with a kind of solemn yet pleasing dread, to see a wall of about two
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miles in length, ascending to such an altitude; and to hear the mixed
sounds of the winds sweeping along its majestic front, and the hoarser
notes of the little cascades issuing from the lofty strata. In the valley
of Strathmore stands one of the ancient circular towers, perhaps the
most entire in the kingdom. It is at present about thirty feet in height.
It is called .Dun-Dornigill, which is englished, Dornadilla’s Tower,* said
to have been a hunting place of Dornadilla, the fourth king of Scotland,
which seems incredible, unless it receives some countenance from the fact,
that on the side of Ben-Spiunnue, bordering on Loch-Eriboll, stands a
square piece of building, called Carn-Rbhi, or King’s Cairn; and that
Torfceus mentions that the warrior Swein, from Orkney, waited on the
King of Scotland,(Malcolm II.) at 4rdurness in Strathnaver, a province
of Scotland.t Ard or aird signifies a lofty headland, which béing pre-
fixed to Durness, is descriptive of that district, terminating at the moun-
tainous headland of Cape-Wrath. Torfeeus calls the province Strath-
naver, as the name it was kuown by in his own time, but without any
reference to the period to which he alludes.

L.och-Eriboll, from Whitenhead to I‘aoﬂm, is about ten miles long,
and at the ferry, from Huinliam to Portchamil four miles broad.
Near its_centre, there is a fine level island, about a mile in length, and
proportionally broad, called Ellan-e-Clioery, all of limestone, and yield-_
ing pasture of the richest quality. The cattle swim to it above a mile
from the shore of Eriboll, led one or two at a time, by a person in, the,
stern of a boat. "' A little westward from Rispond, near the mouth of
Loch-Enboll there is another island, about the same size as the former,
called Island-Hoan, or Ellan-Hoan, a mile distant from the mainland,
but less pleasant, however, as it lies exposed to the northern ocean; and

% Hector Boece writes of Dornadilla,-“ He tuke gret delite in hunting, rachis, and
hounds ; he ordanit the slayer of an wolf to have ane ox to his reward. Our eldaris per-
sewit this beist with gret hatrent, for the gret murdir of beistis done by the samen,”—
Vel. 1. p. 38-9. Advocates’ Library.

-+ Charter by King Charles I. to John Earl of Sutherland, of the barony of Ardurness,
dated 6th March 1627.—Great Seal Register of Charters.
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the passage to and from it is dangerous, from the tides or winds. Some
time ago, one of four families who lived there, consisted of a man, his
wife and son: the father and son attempting to cross the ferry in a
small boat, the wind blowing fresh, were both drowned in sight of the
woman and her neighbours. She, in her desperation, tore off her head-
dress, and cried aloud in Gaelic, Sheud ! gaoidh, sheud ! gab/z-en-cuz'ch !
raib-e-soal ! cha nur w e ghenibh ghosa achna reinu! i, e. Blow! wind,
blow ! go mad! tear the world! it defies thee to do more to me than
thou hast done!

At Cambus-en-dun, or Tower-Creek, are the remains of a large cir-
cular-tower or dun, from which that creek on the east side of Loch-Eri-
boll had its name. The greater part of the land along the east side, is
fertile and green, and sundry parts of it bedded on limestone : but, ex-
cepting the small place of Portchamil, the west side is moss, down to
the water edge. The space between that loch and Durness, is monn-
tainousand craggy. The lofty Ben-Spiunnue, i.e, Mountain of Strength,
and its appendages, rise gradual and steep from the shore of the loch,
and, after stretching for eight miles or thereby, terminate’in a rugged
mountain, called Ben-ken-na-ben, or the Mountain of the Mountain’s-
end, which looks far down, frowning on Kenabin and Rispond. With
strong westerly winds, the squalls that come down from these heiéﬁts,
on Loch-Eriboll and the opposite shore are tremendous ; nor can any
who had not witnessed them, have any adequate idea of the violence
with which, after intervals of almost a dead ealm, they beat upon the
houses, threatening to sweep all before them.

The cove of Smoo, two miles west from Rispond, is a much-ad‘mired
natural curiosity. A copious stream falls with a mighty rush and
noise, into a large orifice in a rock, of perhaps eighty feet high and up-
wards, and forms a subtcrraneous lake. The awfulness of the place has
tended to give rise to several fabulous stories regarding it: Such as,
that often a piper has been heard playing, and a cock crowing in it:
that Donald, the first Lord Reay, having essayed to explore it, proceéd-
ed in a boat, until the wax torches, which gave light to him and his
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company, were put out almost, and breathing became difficult, when
two dogs were thrown on the lake, one of which came out at an open-
ing about two miles from the mouth of the cove, with his hair almost
off. There is no doubt an opening where the dog is said to have
emerged from, but that it communicates with the cove, none is certain.
There are many openings in that quarter, from its abounding so much
with limestone, several of which discharge ample springs. “The ecove
is entered by a large orifice, the lower part of whieh- is about six feet
from the ground, where a small boat is thrust into the lake: in the
inside of that orifice, the lake is of considerable depth, and without it
there is a lofty and capacious vault, sufficient to shelter a thousand per-
sons from rain; the arch, at the east side, is supported by a massive
pillar, disjoined from the rock, to the height of about twenty feet, and
gradually tapering downwards. The vault and cove, like a whispering
gallery, reverberate the voice with at least 50 per cent. interest; the
stream issues from the lake, at an opening a little lower than the floor
of the vault, not much more than sufficient to give it egress, from whence
it flows to the sea, about twenty yards distant at high water.

Lake Borley lies about a mile south-west from Balnakeel, Kirktown,
and is about a mile in length, and nearly half as much in breadth, with
a little island in its centre, which yields excellent pasture. Its depth
is not known, although an attempt to sound it was made by a line of
ninety fathoms. The south-west end of the lake is not a quarter of a
mile from the kyle of Durness at Keoldale,and the former is seen to be
elevated but a few feet above the latter at high water: so that the bot-
tom of the lake is an immense depth below the bed of the kyle. Al-
though there is scarce any water seen passing into the lake, a large body
issues from it, which, after running a short distance above ground, dis-
- appears into a subterranean drain, and after 'ﬁnding its way for half a
mile below craggy hills, seemingly in a straight direction, breaks out at
the foot of a steep rock, where it enters into the lake of Balnakeel.

The kyle of Durness also merits some notice. It ebbs and flows at
spring-tides, not less than six miles; and receives the pretty large river
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of Durness, soon after the eonfluence of its various branches, roaring
and murmuaring in their descent from the contiguous and distant moun-
tains. This arm of the sea, though not less than seven miles long, is
1o where one broad, and near its mouth, is not halfso much. At flow-
ing spring-tides the sea skims over its level sand-bed, with surprising
rapidity ; and advaneing layer above layer, with a hoarse complaining
sound, it is both frightful and dangerous to cross the yielding sands,
even at a considerable distance from the border of the tide.

Durness may be called the grange of thie eountry. Keoldale, Clash-
neach, and Borley, are good farms, and Balnakeel is exceeded by few in
the two northern shires. About the year 1740, Donald, then Master, after-
wards Lord Reay, built a stately house at the latter place, far superior
to that of Tongue; but Durness is without trees, as, like Caithness, it
is level, and exposed to the northern blasts, by which the growth of
timber is obstructed. Close by the site of the house of Balnakeel, a
castle formerly stood, only a few stones of which are now to be seen.
Durness is bounded on the south-west and west, by a ehain of moun-
tains, stretching north from Glash-ben, Grey Mountain, and terminat-
ing abruptly at Cape-Wrath.

The parish of Edderachillis from Sandwood at the north, to Glen-
cuil at the south, is about twenty-seven miles in length. XExcepting four
or five small places, this parish is habitable only along the coast, and,
for the most part, on the lochs or sca-arms with which it abounds. Ed-
derachillis pr0per, the name signifying between two kyles, is the tract
of land lying between Loch-Laxford and Kylescow. From Loch-Lax-
ford north to Loch-Inshard, the proper name is Kerru-garbh, or Rough-
quarter, which it well deserves; and from thence to Sandwood, is Dock-
en-Asherin, or the Davoch of the Ashers, in modern times called Old-
shores.. The lower grounds of this parish are more than half surrounded
by the high mountains, Parff, Glashbhin, Foinabhin, Arcol, Stack, and
Benleod ; and, abounding as they do, with innumerable bare-headed
rocks of granite, and small lakes, when viewed from any of these moun-
tains, particularly from Foinabhin, Arcol, or Stack, they have the ap-
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pearance of a plain of a greyish hue, tinged with brown, and conntless
silvery plats interspersed : but when seen from ground a little elevated
and eentrical, they seem as a mere chaos of bald grey rocks. Indeed
one would, on viewing-it from a distance, be ready to think that there
was no residence in Edderachillis for any of the human kind: but it is
a great mistake, because few Highlanders lived better, or were more.
strong and healthy, than in-this parish. The inhabitants had easy and safe
access to fishing in the numerous sea arms and creeks, which were gen-
erally at two seasons of the year visited by great shoals of herring; and
besides being always supplied with other fish, the glens, hollows, and
shades, which are beyond reckoning, afforded excellent pasture and shel-
ter to the cattle, few of which were housed even in the most severe win-
ter storms. There are some places in this parish, such as Glendow, black-
glen, and. Glencuil, back-glen, on which-the sun shines not during the
three winter months. That sea arm called Kylescow, from the Gaelic
Killis-cuig, narrow kyle, or literally, small narrow, is in breadth, at its
entrance at Kylestrome, rapid kyle, not above a stone-cast; but its
length, within that narrow, is not less than two leagues, and its breadth
from Mauldy to Unapool is about the same extent; the tide in the
narrow runs exceeding rapidly.
- Seoury is incomparably the best in the parish as to corn farms: this
together with Handa-Isle, Oldshores, and Sandwood, are the only
places where a plough can be used ; in all others, the instrument for
turning up the ground is Cass-crom, crooked-foot; the head and shaft
of .which is of one piece of birch-wood; the former, shod with iron
somewhat broad, is three feet long from the crook. from which the
head and shaft proceed, where a peg is fixed, for the foot to push it for-
ward into the earth; the tool is equally between a straight and a right
angle; and simple as it appears to be, a man will turn up as much
ground with it, as four men could do with spades.

Handa-Island stands separated from the rude craggy headlands of
Secoury and Tarbert, by a ferry about a mile broad ; and by its even
surface of two miles in length, and onein breadth, seems as if not of kin
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to any part of this parish, but wafted thither from Durness, or some
other more inviting shore. The herrings eaught in the lochs and creeks
are of a superior quality, and were formerly fished, not only by the inha-
bitants, but by strangers from many distant parts : but, whatever may be
the cause, they have in a great degree deserted these shores for several
years past. On some occasions they have been so thick and pent up
in Kylescow-loch, that they have run ashore in myriads. - Wild and un-
couth as this parish - appears, .it .afforded beef, mutton, butter, cheese,
fish, &c. not excelled by any of the kinds in Scotland. Scarce any place
is equal to it for goats, which, by feeding on the herbs in the erags and
precipices, yielded milk and cheese of a superior excellence in taste
and quality. It is common there to see great blocks of granite, some
of them not less than twenty feet diameter, heaped above others in the
face of a rock, from the bottom near to the top, but gradually smaller
as they are elevated ; and what is still more surprising, large blocks, in
numberless instances are seen detached and solitary on the tops of the
highest crags, almost all of which, indeed, have such a block for their
crown. These relnquable redundancies, and the general confusion
that appears in this parish, can only be accounted for by some great
convulsion of nature having taken place there, at some remote period of
the world. Loch-more, (great lake,) five miles long, and proportiona-
bly broad, lies low in the forest, surrounded by high mountains, never
freezes, and sends out the river of Laxford, which, after passing through
Lake-Stack, and another not so large, falls into Loch-Laxford at Da-
lachrackwell. The names of several places in this parish are equally
uncouth as it;elf ; such as, Achtagfarie, an extensive rich grass farm ;
Invernaclash-fiarn, .Invernaclash-fleucherach, Portlayworachie, Sheig-
gerah, &ec.

The regular salmon fishings in Mackay’s country are at Bighouse, Na-
ver, Borgy, Hope, Durness, Inshard, and Laxford. The fish of the latter
are the best in quality. Besides these, salmon are taken at Strathy, Kin-
loch, Gishgill in Edderachillis, and some other places. Naver and Borgy
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belong to Sutherland; the former of which is by far the most pro-
ductive in the country, and even in the two northern shires.

Mackay’s Forest extends from Ben-lyall to Ben-leod, seemingly not
léss than thirty miles in length, and, at an average, fifteen in breadth ;
but making allowance for the unevenness and irregularity of its surface,
it must be’a good deal more. From Parff to Benhee, the breadth is
twenty-four miles at least, and that from Benkinabin to the latter is twen-
ty miles; but in all otherplaees, unless from W hitenhead to Benhee, the
forest is not so broad. By Benhee is here meant that chain of moun-
tains commeneing  near Mowdale, and running west to Ben-leod, which
divides between Mackay’s and the Sutherland forests. It is said
that Mackay’s Forest contained about three thousand deer. Herds of
from eighty to a hundred have often been seen in one place. Their
venison yielded to none in quality, and its soup was most delicious.
Mackay had four or five foresters, the principal of whom resided at
Auldanrinie, beside Looch-more, and latterly at Strathmore, at the west
side of Ben-Hope. Those foresters would distinguish Mackay’s deer
from all others, and chase them back when they happened to stray to
the Sutherland forest. They had the art of driving them in any direc-
tion they chose. When a herd of the deer lay down to rest, one or
two always stood, by turns, on watch, and gave an alarm when any dan-
ger ai)proached. They smelled gun-powder at a great distance, when it
was to windward of them. In the month of August, Lord Reay, ae-
companied by the principal men in the country, his foresters, and a
number of followers, and sometimes by noblemen and gentlemen from
England, or the south of Scotland, went to hunt the deer, and common-
ly remained in the forest for two or three weeks. There were houses
in different places of it, erected and fitted out for their accommodation,
and provisions and liquors in abundance previously laid in. The fo-
resters and followers assembled the deer in large herds to certain hol-
lows in the mountains, to which there was but one entry; and that be-
ing guarded, the huntsmen marked out and shot such of them as they

. chose. The fatigue which those foresters and some of the company
c
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would undergo, and their agility, conrage, and skill in passing over tre-
mendous high rocks and precipices, chasing and collecting the deer, are
incredible. Calculating their altitude from the level of the sea, several
mountains in Scotland are higher than these; but if taken from their own
bases, they appear to exceed all others, both in height and in steepness; and
they are equalled by nonein ruggedness, and particularly on those sides
exposed to the north and north-west. Their vast height is evident from
the effects of climate on those sides having the most favourable ex-
posure : To about one-fourth upward they are covered with verdant
heath ; from thence to the middle, the heath is blasted and of a tarnish-
ed lead-colour; from thence to three-fourths of their altitude, there is no
heath, but a short thick sort of herbage, which the deer only can make
use of ; and upwards to their summits, there is nothing besides the bare
grey rock, with alittle moss in the hollows and crannies; and in some
of these, where they are not exposed to the sun, snow is seen to lodge
at times all the year over, notwithstanding their vicinity to the sea.

In former times, Lord Reay and his family, for most part, lived
at home, and no nobleman in the kingdom was more comfortable. He
had every necessary of life, and many delicacies, at his command, and
all of the best. In the‘ hunting seasons it was usual for nobles and gen-
try, with their attendants, to visit him; and they uniformly admired
the variety and plenty which they found at his table. When such vi-
sitants appeared, loads of the best the country could produce, in propor-
tion to the exigency, came from all quarters; and when his Lordship
happened at any time to require money, his people’s purses were as free
to him as the produce of the mountains, glens, and rivers. It was in-
deed the case, that the Lords of Reay and their people were like fathers
and children.

Since the principles of the Reformatlon made their way to the
counties of Ross and Sutherland, the Lords of Reay and their ladies
were promoters of the same within their bounds; and in consequence,
the parishes of Tongue, Durness, and Edderachillis were always sup-
plied with evangelical clergy. Nor was the parish of Farr any excep-
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tion ; for the family of Sutherland, to whom the greater part of it be-
longed, also were encouragers of the Reformation. Even when Armi-
nianism had become fashionable, and overspread the far greater part of
Scotland, it found no admission into any of these four parishes, the good
effects whereof were apparent throughout that country : for, with few
exceptions, family worship was observed in evéry house ; a scoffer, or
open contemner of religion, was not known; the churches were attend-
ed, when the weather permitted, from the most distant parts; and
some had to travel fifteen, some twenty, and some near thirty miles;
and when there was no travelling to church, the people met together
for private worship, at the most convenient places : profane and loose
persons of either sex were detested, and their society shunned, so that
few breaches of chastity occurred : Church discipline was impartially ad-
ministered, and of course much respected and feared; and in no case
was it compromised for money._ . No law-suits were gone into, all differ-
ences being settled either by his I:ordéhip, whose ear was always open
to every complaint, or by the most respectable of his wadsetters and
tenants. Theft was so little practised, that few families had their doors
locked in the night-time ; and it was common to leave their clothes, when
at washing, unwatched during the nights in the open fields : a thief, for
the second offence, was generally banished the country. About the
year 1770, sheep-farming commenced in the south Highlands of Scotland,
and since then gradually advanced towards the north ; ‘and as it brought
such great increase of rents to the landlords, this, together with the
force of example, and the arguments adduced by hosts of writers, and
advocates in favour of the system, and against the poor Highlanders,
became irresistible temptations to their landlords to dispossess them ;
the natural consequence of which has been, that such as still remain,
cannot be recognized as descendants of the old Highlanders.

In ancient times, Scotland had alternately to contend for property, li-
berty, and even life, against foreign enemies—DBritons, Saxons, Danes,
and English; by means of which it became a warlike nation, subsisting
by the sword. Property and power were, in those ages, obtained for
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services done, and to be done to king and country. It frequently hap-
pened, that individuals of theé ecommon people had, by some fortui-
tous acts of valour, acquired grants of property, by which the founda-
tions of great families were laid. The necessities of the times obliged
the princes not only to give persons of valour much countenance and
encouragement, but also to tolerate many offences with which they
were chargeable ; and hence it commonly obtained, that those who were
most ready and useful in repelling the invasions of foreign ‘enemies,
were, during intervals of peace from these, the greatest oppressors of their
weak neighbours, who must either bow submissively under their yoke,
and thereby augment their power and influence, by enabling them to
bring greater forces to the field when their country was in danger, and
also to encroach on the rights or properties of powerful chiefs- with
whom they differed ; or to betake themselves to the banner of some other
great person for protection, from which similar consequences resulted ;
or a plurality of the weaker chiefs banded together for their mutual
defence and support, which was often followed by one or other of them
mounting up, and forcing his confederates to become his vassals. It
was likewise necessary for the safety of the crown, to preserve a due
balance amongst the heads of families, and to adopt~measures to weak-
en such of them as appeared too powerful: nor could some of those
measures be defended on any ground but that of necessity : and when
the king himself resorted to such proceedings, the nobles, barons, and
others were ready enough, as opportunities offered, to follow, and even
to improve on his example. Thus, by war with foreign enemies, and
domestic discords and predatory conflicts, the watch was incessant, the
sword seldom sheathed, and martial ardour was constantly diffused
through all ranks in the kingdom.

Almost all historians assert, that in those times the Highlanders were
noted for murder, theft, and plunder; and they often denominated
them by the opprobrious title, Z7%e Thicves. But, it may be asked,
were they worse than the Lowlanders, making suitable allowances for
their circumstances? Or can no apology be offered for them, or nothing
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in extenuation of their conduet be pled, from provocations received,
injuries and oppressions sustained, and the impracticability of their ob-
taining legal redress ? Those historians, while they brand the Highland-
ers ‘with such opprobrious terms, at the same time narrate deeds of
murder, theft, rapirie, tyranny, and cruelty committed by Lowlanders,
exceeding any crimes they attach to them; and satisfy themselves
rather by giving in general accusations, than by entering into parti-
cular and satisfactory details, which have no doubt arisen from their
having had less certain and anthentic' information as to matters which
took place in more distant and remote districts.  If the general practices
in those ages had been duly investigated, it wonld be found that among
all classes, and in all places, they were much the sante, with this dif-
ference only, that men in power and office, who lived near the seat of
government, could act with greater policy ; and they and their friends
could readily find many voices to plead in their behalf’; or their con-
duet, -from  motivés of prudence or necessity, was allowed to ‘escape
serutiny, government finding it inconvenient or dangerous to interfere.
Those great barons who were farther removed from court, also possessed
their peculiar advantages of screening themselves from justice : the cry
of such as they oppressed was too distant to be heard, and they them-
selves were the less regarded, that, owing to their distance, they could
seldom assist in opposing foreign enemies; and where they happened
to do so, the credit of their valour was not placed to the proper ac-
count; for -whether they were or were not vassals to the more power-
ful chiefs whom they accompanied to the field, these claimed all the
honour, and ‘were thiereby more in condition to oppress them when op-
portunity served. On these and similar accounts, many of the actions
of inferior chieftains, especially in'the Highlands, have been misstated,
their vices and wrongs magnified, and their virtues and valour conceal-
ed or overlooked even by our best historians. h

These remarks, as they refer to the kingdom in general, are in a
particular manner applicable to the family of Mackay. They lived in
the most remote 'part of Scotland, and in the neighbdurhood of such
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as possessed the advantages of country, numbers, and friends. Suther-
landseems to have claimed right to Mackay’s country, merely from its
contiguity to his own, and that there appeared to be no natural
boundary, or other mark of distinction, betwixt them; whereas such were
evident between Mackay’s country and Caithness, which, from its ap-
pearance betwixt its two extremities of Ulbster and Drimholisten,
Prospect-hill, at Sandside, is as properly lowland as any part of Scot-
land ; and the places anciently belonging to the Macleods are divided
from Mackay’s country by distinctive sea-inlets and mountains.

It can scarcely admit of any doubt, that Sutherland and Mackay’s
country were the last inhabited parts of Scotland ; and it is probable
that some places in the latter were possessed by a few of those who first
emigrated to the former. Edderachillis seems to have been origin-
ally peopled by the ancestors of the Macleods, who possessed it un-
til it fell to the Mackays. From the best sources of information,
there is reason to think, that after the far greater part of Scotland
was peopled, those districts were only the resort of wild beasts, which
took refuge there after they were hunted from ‘other places. There
were wolves in Mackay’s country till within little more than two hun-
dred years ago, when it was much covered with trees of birch,
mountain-ash, oak, hazel, and some others. Formerly it contained for-
ests of lofty firs, the roots of which are still visible in many places, now
" changed into mosses ; and in some parts these roots are in great numbers,
and close to each other, having charcoal on their surface: a proof that
the trees had been destroyed by fire. = Large firs, from forty to sixty
feetin length, have in the present age been dug out of the mosses, lying
from three to four, and in some places two feet only below the surface,
as sound as when they fell. These trees seem to have been cut down
after escaping the fire, which their root-end indicates. The inhabitants
converted them to various uses, and among others they made candles of
them, after splitting them as thin as pasteboard, and about an inch in
breadth. There is a tradition in the country, that the.Danes burnt and
cut down those woods in Caithness, Sutherland, and Mackay’s country,
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in order, perhaps, to prevent danger from wild beasts when engaged in
hunting, and to enable them to destroy them with greater facility.

Some historians narrate, that in the reign of Domitian, about the year
91 of the Christian era, Galcacus being then King of Scotland, a great
company of Germans, named Catti, who were forced to fly from their
own country, came to Scotland, and planted themselves in Sutherland,
which was then uninhabited; and that those people were afterwards
called Murrays, having been of the same race with other Germans who
had previously come to Scotland, termed Moravians, and had taken pos-
session of the country of Murray. They dwelt at first on the east side
or coast of Sutherland, and, it is said, had much difficulty in maintain-
ing their possession, from the multitude of wild beasts, and particularly
cats, by which the country was infested, until, with much hazard to
themselves, they got the greater part of them destroyed.

There is ground to believe that the ancestors of the Earls of Suther-
land were of those Murrays, The names of Sutherland and Caithness
are of more recent date. The original name of the former, and which
it goes under in Gaelic to this day, is Cal-fu, which signifies Catti-side ;
and that of Caithness, is Gald-tu or Lowland-side. 'The meaning. of
Sutherland is, the land south of Caithness ; and that of Caithness, the
head land of Caiti, divided by the Ord-hills, or Paps of Caithness. These
names, Catti-side applied to Sutherland, and Lowland-side or Lowland-
side of Catti, applied to Caithness, seem to imply, that of old there was
a distinction betwixt both and Mackay’s courftry, to which the term
side never was appended ; and they also would seem to infer, that both
Sutherland and Caithness were originally one country, under one and
the same chief. The Danish historians write, that the Earls of Orkney,
while they held Caithness, also possessed Sutherland; and consequently
the ancestors of the present family of Sutherland could have but little
footing there, till after the Danish Earls of Orkney were expelled from
Caithness. Doctor Barry, who derives his information chiefly from
Torfeeus, says, that about the year 1231, « Alexander king of Scotland
took from Magnus the second, Earl of Orkney, the county of Sutherland,
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which ‘had been -considered before as constituting a part of the earl-
dom”* The same author justly observes, that Torfeeus and other Nor-
wegian historians are better guides as to ancient transactions in these
northern parts, than any Scots or English writers, as they had an oppor-
tunity of more authentic information. -

Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun wrote a genealogical history of
the earldom of Sutherland, which he brought down to the year 1630.
1t was not published till the year 1813; but as several manuscript co-
pies of it had been long since taken, a great many of the transactions
and matters which he had related, had gone abroad, and obtained a wide
circulation, from one generation to another, while but very few had an
opportunity of seeing, and still fewer of examiiling the work itself. In
his epistlé dedicatory, he writes, “ What I have found scattered and
dispersed elsewhere in histories and records, I have placed in such or-
der as I could best, and have related the same without passion, tending
either to prejudice or partiality.” But the publisher of the work can-
didly admits, that Sir Robert was ¢ warm in his friendships and enmi-
ties; a disposition evinced by his partiality to those of his own family,
and in the hostile feelings which he expresses concerning others, many
of whom were probably _equally entitled to complain of aggression on
the part of those whom he defends.” His book is at the same time
useful in various respects, principally in bringing many persons and
things into view, that had otherwise been hid or forgot; correcting
many statements given by other historians, concerning matters, the
circumstances relating to which, he had better opportunities and means
of knowing ; and furnishing a key to discover the truth, as to a variety
of matters, which he himself has incorrectly or partially described.t

The first Earl of Sutherland mentioned by Sir Robert, is called Wal-
ter, son of Alexander Sutherland, Thane of Sutherland.f But he does

* Barry’s History of Orkney, p. 183.

+ A small - book has been long in.print, under the title of “The Feuds and Conflicts
of the Clans,” which merely consists of extracts from Sir Robert’s MS,

1 Sir Robert, p. 23.
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not produee any authority, only that king Malcolm Conmore introduced
new dignities, such as earls, lords, barons, and knights. Buchanan
writes, that Maleolm’s predecessor, Macbeth, put to death the thanes
of Caithness, Ross, Sutherland, and Nairn; but itis most probable that
all these were Danes; for that people commanded these northern parts
then, and for some generations after. It seems to be better entitled to
eredit, that William, whom Sir Robert denominates the Fifth, was the
first Farl of Sutherland of the line which he describes. The date of the
earldom in the Scots peerage is 1275, which, it'is likely, lay in the
crown until then from the year 1231, when it was taken from’ Magnus
as above. It would seem that Alexander the third king of Scotland,
conferred the dignity on William, in consequence of the defeat given by
his father, William of Sutherland, to the Danes betwixt Dornoch nd the
Little Ferry, in which it is not improbable he was assisted by his cotempo-
rary and neighbour Morgan M ackay”,b{vho was no less concerned to rid the
country of that troublesome and oppressive enemy. In the inventory of
writs annexed to Sir Robert’s history, the fifth article is, “ Agreement be-
tween William Earl of Sutherland, and Archibald bishop of Caithness,
coneerning the property of certain lands therein mentioned, dated at the
cathedral chureh of Caithness, the 10th calends of Oectober 1275.” In
the first article, he whom SirRobert calls the third earl,is described by his
bare name, Hugh Freskin; and in the second article of the inventory,
his son is termed « Willielmus Dominus de Sutherlandia,” a title given
to barons, and even to lairds in Scotland.* Erom all the information that

* « Freskin a Fleming, obtained from David I. the lands of Strabroch in West Lothian.
Soon after the insurrection of the Murray-men in 1130, Freskin, who contributed, by his
skill and bravery, to the subduement of those ancient people, acquired from the same
prince some of the most fertile districts in the lowlands of Murray. Freskin left two
sons, William and Hugh, and the former certainly inherited his lands, both in Murray
and West Lothian, which were eonfirmed to him by William the Lion. William died
towards the end of the 12th century, leaving two sons, Hugh and William, who, in some
charters, are surnamed Freskin, while in others they are designed De Moravia, or Moray,
which became the surname of their posterity. Hugh the eldest son, inherited his father’s

D
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can be gathered concerning the families of Sutherland and Mackay, it
would appear that their power commenced upon the expulsion of the
Danes, and gradually advanced together thenceforward ; only that at
different intervals, from fortuitous circumstances, eacl had the advantage
in their turn. 4

For seyeral centuries past the Forbeses and Mackays were agreed that
they had sprung from the same stock, and the writers on heraldry and
peerage have been of the same opinion. Nisbet says, «These of the sur-
name of Mackay carry bear-heads of the same tinctureand field with
theForbeses, upon the account they ‘derive their descent from one
Alexander, a younger son of Ochonacher, the progenitor also of the
Forbeses, who came from Ireland to Scotland about the end of the
twelfth century.”* And with regard to the latter, he writes, < These
of the name of Forbes are said, by our historians, to be originally from
one Ochonacher, who came from Ireland, and, for killing a wild bear,
took the name For-bear, now pronounced Forbes.” It may, however,
admit of a doubt that such is the derivation of the name, seeing the
‘Gaelic language was universal in Scotland at that period. In that dia-
lect, it is pronounced Fer-bash, and a Forbes is called Fer-basach, i. e. a

lands in Moray. At the end of the 12th century, Hugh acquired from King William the
territory of Sutherland, which had been forfeited by the Earl of Caithness, in the rebellion
of 1197, which Hugh Freskin had assisted to suppress. Hngh Freskin died soon after
1203, leaving two sons,~William, who inherited from him the newly.-acquired estate of
Sutherland,—and Walter, who enjoyed Duffus, with ‘other possessions in M urray. This
William was created Earl of Sutherland by Alexander II. and is supposed to have died
about the year 1248, when he was sueceeded by his infant son William, the second Earl of
Sutherland. He attended the Parliament at Scone in 1284, which engaged to support
the title of the Princess Margaret. He swore fealty to Edward I. in 1206. At the age
of 67, he fought in support of Bruce at Bannockburn in I314. He outlived these disas-
trous times, and subseribed the spirited letter to the Pope in 1320 ; he died in 1325, when
he had nearly advanced to the age of 80 years.”—CHALMERs’ CALEDONIA.

- The oldest charter of the earldom of Sutherland now known to exist, is the following :
¢ Charter by King David the II. to William Earl of Sutherland, and Margaret the King’s
sister, the earldom of Sutherland in an regaltie,”—RoBERTSON’s INDEX OF CHARTERS.
But Chalmers says, it was to William, who died in 1325, *that the house of peers ad-

Judged the present Countess of Sutherland to be the successor, as heir of his body.
* Heraldry, vol. i. p. 329.
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bold man. The name of Ochonachers son, ancestor of the Forbeses,
seems to have been John,* and the pedigree of the Mackays falls to be
deduced from Alexander.

CHAPTER 11

ALEXANDER;=—WALTER HIS SON;—MARTIN;—MAGNUS;—MONGAN ;—
DONALD I.—JYE I.~ANGUS; AND RELATIVE AFFAIRS DURING
THEIR LIVES.

Alexander, 1180—1222.

IN writing of matters which took place in such remote periods of
time, when learning was so rare that few of the nobles or gentry could
even sign their names, it is impossible to describe them with accu-
racy : Sources of information concerning them are few; nor can these
be altogether relied on, being for the most part confined to tradition.
These remarks apply still more particularly to such transactions as took
place in the most secluded parts of the kingdom, of which but little is
found in the histories, and that little is involved in uncertainty, as the
best historians could only narrate what they had read or heard, and
what appeared to them to be most authentic. These also lay under
the disadvantage of having the channels of tlieir information mudded
by interest, prejudice, or partiality, in their predecessors, or those who
first described the original actors and their measures. The more ample
source of information is tradition, but to which similar objections apply ;
and the same persons and actions-are found to be described in different
places differently. These are at the same time less to be wondered at,
when it is considered, that men of learning and genius, even of the last

* « John de Forbes possessed the lands-of Forbes in'the reign of king William the
Lyon.”—Douglas’ Peerage.
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two or three centuries, have differed so widely in narrating transactions
which took place in their own time, and each of whom have their warm
advocates down to the present period ; so much so, indeed, that it is no
easy task to ascertain the truth amongst such contradictory statements.
But this much may in general be granted, even with regard to matters
of more ancient date, namely, that such persons, and such events or
transactions did exist ; and as to the manner in which they are spoken
of, the reader is left at liberty to give credit to what he shall judge to be
most authentic or probable. Sir Robert, referring to a quotation from
Sir Walter Raleigh, observes, «“In ancient things we are not to require
an exact narration of the truth: I will,” says he, “only set down such
things as I find in old records, charters, manuscripts, registers, histo-
ries, and monuments, grounded upon evident probabilities, and such
things as are yet recent in our memories that live in this age.”* It were
much to be wished, however, that he had been more careful to redeem
this pledge than he has been. '
Alexander Pope, minister of Reay, who has been much spoken of as
an antiquarian and chronologist, having been applied to by Pennant
the tourist, for some notices regarding these northern parts, amongst
others, sent him the following : «Lord Reay’s family derived their ori-
ginal from Ireland, in the 12th century, when King William the Lion
reigned. The occasion of their settling in the north, is mentioned by
Torfeeus, as captains of a number of warriors, to drive the Norwegians
out of Caithness” He adds, “The ancestors of Lord Reay’s family
drove the Danes from these parts” He does not, however, mention in
which of Torfeeus’ works he had found the above. That writer (Tor-
foeus) states, that the King of Scotland, (William the Lion) with a
strong army from the Hebrides and the west of Scotland, from Kintire
northward, including a considerable body from Ireland, defeated Har-

* Page 21.

t Pennant’s Tour.—Nisbet says, that a Manuscript of the family of Mackay existed in
his time.
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2ld, Earl of Orkney and Caithness, subdued all Caithness, and severely
punished the inhabitants for the cruelty exercised upon Bishop John.*
This battle is said to have been fought at the hill of Clardon, near
Thurso. Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster, several years ago, built on this
hill an octagon tower, which, in memory of that event, has been termed
« Harold’s Tower.” Some affirm that this Harold, upon his submission,
was pardoned by the king for all the outrages he had committed, and
reinstated in his possession of Caithness, as formerly enjoyed, but under
very severe conditions; in security for his performance of which, he gave '
his son Torphin to the king as an hostage; and that as these were not
performed, the eyes of the young man were put out.} This, however,
is not so probable, but seems rather to apply to Harold’s successor, Earl
John, by whose order or connivance the people burnt bishop Adam, in
his castle at Braw]l Halkirk, six miles from Thurso, and who had after-
‘wards been pardoned by I{iné Alexander ILt The bishops of Caith-
ness then resided by turns at their castles of Scrabster and Halkirk, and
sometimes at Dornoch. Adam was succeeded by Gilbert, formerly
archdeacon of Murray, who died at Scrabster, at an advanced age, in
1245. Part of the ruins of the castle of Scrabster is still to be seen,
which, from its situation, and the extent of ground it occupied, appears
to have been a strong and capacious structure, although somewhat rude
as to its architecture. It stands on a rock close to the sea, half a mile
west from Thurso, and had a draw-bridge on the land-side. A terrace
was formed in the sea-bank, to nearly half a mile from the castle west-
ward, part of which still remains, and is called « The Bishop’s Walk.”
Bishop Andrew of Caithness, the first of whom there is any account in
Spottiswood’s Catalogue of Bishops, was immediate predecessor to John;
he was in great favour with King William, and was one of the five
Scottish bishops ‘who accompanied him to the convention at Norham,

* Torfeens’ History of Orkney, p. 146. t Barry’s History of Orkney, p. 176.
1 Sir R. Gordon’s History, p. 30, 31.
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and, in defence of the liberties of the kingdom, both civil and ecelesiastic,
resisted the arrogant and designing claim. of the Archbishop of York,
supported by the  Pope’s legate, to be acknowledged: metropolitan of
Scotland. The Scottish' bishops received considerable assistance: from
Gilbert above mentioned, then archdeacon.. Sir-Robert mentions:a
Bishop Bar of Caithness, who lived.in 1079; and built a:church at Dor-
noch, and that he was succeeded by -Bishop. William, who flourished in
1097. But whether he or Spottiswood had best-access' ta know as to
these matters, is-a question. It may, however; be added;:that:this Wil-
liam probably: was- the same person mentioned: by Torfeeus, as bishop
of Orkney, and residing:in the island of Eglishay, in:the eleventh cen-
tury. 44 LUt

While the Earls. of Orkney possessed the northern:parts-of Scotland,
they occasionally resided at the castle of Thurso, afterwards:called: the
castle of Ormly, built on'arising ground, termed tke Brown Hill, about
300 yards from the old town; but their principal residence was at Kirk-
wall. Scrabster roads was the only 'safe anchorage on the coast of
Caithness, which occasioned Thurso to: become .a place. of much resort,
at a very early period.’ Torfeeus mentions, that.in: the beginning of the
eleventh century, Count Moddan quartered: his.army at Thurso, *the
town of Caithness,” and. that: they were plentifully supplied by speil
from the neighbourhood, until subdued:by Thorkel.* - He adds, that
Moddan had his camp on the promontory of Thurso, “promontorio Thors-
nesia,” (i. e. Holburnhead,) where ‘parts of a wall fortifying the camp
alongst a hollow extending: to the whole breadth of the head or promon-
tory, are still to be seen..- Barry: writes, p. 154, that « Harold’s. mother,
Hegla, was a daughter of Moddan, a . man of great:wealth and influence
in Caithness, whose son was Count Ottar of Thurso.” And p. 168, he
says, that Erlend, to whom the grant of half of Caithness, with the title
and dignity of an ear], had been conferred by Malcolm King of Scot-
land, lived for the most part at Thurso.

* Torfeeus’ History of Orkney, p. 53.
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It is said that‘Thurso derived its name from Horsa, a ‘Saxon general
who had landed at the water-mouth of that ‘town, in the fifth century.
Its Gaelic name is Inver-Horsa, the mouth of a river or stream being
termed . Inver in:that language: so. that. there are but:few towns in
Scotland of greater antiquity.. The foundation .of the castle of Thurso
was dug up a few years ago, and its -well, about twenty feet deep, and
strongly built, circular from the  bottom, cleared out. The ‘remains of
the ruins were deeply covered with sod, amongst which, a considerable
number of hewn stones were found, the rest having been'carried away
several ages before. | :

There are grounds to believe that Alexander commanded the Irish
company who ‘assisted King William in subduing :Harold, and that he
subsequently aided in repelling the invasions of the Danes, and driving
them out of ‘the north of Scotland : nor is there any cause to doubt that
the king granted him lands adequate to his services ; and as ‘these were
for the greater part required in Caithness, it is reasonable to suppose
that he had obtained lands there, besides his acquirements in the Reay
country. !

It was of ‘great importance to Scotland to have the Danes or Norwe-
gians extirpated from the north : they were in those times very power-
ful both by land and by sea; they bad formerly subdued, -and for a
long time ruled and distressed England, and often invaded, and fought
many severe and bloody battles in many parts of ‘Scotland, and they
were still in possession of the Hebrides, and of Orkney and Zetland ;
they had also claimed right to Caithness and Sutherland, and had plant-
ed themselves in Ross, Murray, Buchan, and the interjacent counties.

Some accounts bear, that this Alexander was succeeded by his son
Walter, and others, by his son Martin; bnt as the former seems to
have received most countenance it will be admitted. It is mentioned
in a manuscript in the possession of George Mackay, Esq. Stewart-Hall
in Bute, that Alexander came with two of his brethren out of Ireland
to Scotland, in the reign of William the Lyon, and resided in Caithness
where his son Walter married a daughter of Adam, bishop of that
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diocese, and went thence with his followers to Strathnaver, then possess-
ed by Norwegians, whom he drove out of those bounds, and possessed
the lands they had held there.

Some centuries before this period, an unnatural law had obtained,
prohibiting the clergy from marriage, in order the more to secure their
attachment to the Pope, which otherwise would be divided among their
wives and children, and other objects : but nature and reason prevailed
to such a degree against that law, that it was considered honourable
in bishops to have suitable companions, and such they frequently had
from among the higher ranks; and even the Pope, by his pretended
dispensing power, often sold the privilege of possessing such compan-
ions, which rendered the usage legal ; nor was it uncommon for the
sons of the nobles and gentry to marry the daughters of bishops: so
that nature, reason, and practice combined to invalidate the unjust pro-
hibition, and to prevent the crimes which obtained where the only pro-
per antidote was not applied.

The manuscript above referred to, farther states, that of the other bre-
thren of Alexander are descended the Forbes#s and Urquharts ; and that
it appears from the Chronicle of Melross, that Patrick, son of Walter,
son of Alexander who was superior of Melross, was made abbot there
upon the sixth of June 1206, who, being made bishop of Caithness in
the year 1214, continued in that office till 1219, when he was slain in
the episcopal manor of Halkirk.*

There is no account of the ancestors of any family in these northern
parts, excepting these of the Mackays, having been engaged in expelling
the Danes from Caithness : from which it may be supposed, not only
that Alexander, as already mentioned; but also his son Martin and

* The following is inserted in the Chronicle of Melross—Advocates’ Library. “ MCCVI.
obijt Willielmus IX. Abbas de Melross evi successet Dom. Petriis superior ejusdem loci,”
i. e 1206, died William the ninth Abbot of Melross, and was succeeded by Mr Patrick, superi-
or of that place.

 Anno MCCXIIIL consecratus est Adam abbas Melrossensis in Episcop: de Cathan-
esia” i e. In the year 1214 Adam Abbot of Melross was consecrated bishop of Caithness.
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their descendants had lands there, and this seems to be countenanced by
the opinion, that these descendants, of very ancient dates, multiplied in
Caithness, under the names, not only of Mackay, but of Farquhlar, Mor-
gan, Bain or Bayne, Mackomas, Shil-Thomas and others. And no other
family have maintained their ground, or spread inthese northern countries
as the Mackays havé done. The original Sutherlands disappeared in the
Gordbns, as these did in the Setons; and the district of Sutherland at no
period contained many persons of the name of Sutherland ; nor in Caith-
ness have there been many of the name of Sinclair: whereas there is
a continued descent of the Mackays in the male line, from their first ap-
pearance in the north, in the twelfth century, down to the present time ;
and they multiplied greatly in Sutherland under various names besides
that of Mackay, such as, Shil-Phaul or M*Phail, Polson, Bain, Shil-Thomas,
Shil-Niel or Nielson, Slight-Angus Mackay, &c. It is said that in the
last Sutherland Fencibles there were thirty-three John Mackays in one
of the companies. -~ Alexander was succeeded by his son,

ot o

Walter, 1222—1263. L .

In his time, in the year 1222, according to Torfeeus, Adam, bishop of
Caithness, was in a most barbarous and cruel manner put o death by
some of the inhabitants. Dr Barry gives a detail of this matter; butas
Buchanan’s account of the tragedy is most concise, it will be given.
« About this time the Cathnesians entered by night into the bed-cham-
ber of Adam their bishop, and there killed a monk who was his usual
companion, (for he had been before abbot of Melrose,) and one of his
bed-chamber ; as for the bishop himself, they grievously wounded him,
and dragged him into his kitchen, there they burnt him, and the house
he was in. The cause of their great cruelty was, as it is reported, be-
cause the bishop was more severe than usual in exacting his tithes.
The offenders were sought out diligently, and most severely punished.

The Earl of Caithness, though he was not present at the fact, yet was
‘ E
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somewhat suspected ; but afterwards being brought privately to the king
on the Christmas holydays, which are the Scots saturnalia, he humbly
begged his pardon and obtained it.” Torfoeus writes, that King Alex-
ander II. pursued and exemplarily punished the « flagitious perpetra-
tors.” 'The report in Caithness to the present time, is, that the people,
having repeatedly complained to the earl of the bishop’s severity and
oppression, he at length said to them, that they might boil him if they
pleased ; upon which they went to his Castle of Scrabster, seized and
dragged him to his kitchen, and threw him into his own brewing kettle.
John was Earl of Orkney, Caithness, and Sutherland at the time. Dr
Barry, p. 181-2, taking his information from Torfeeus, p. 161-2, men-
tions a quarrel which took place between Karl John and Hanef,
King Haco's collector, aided by Snackoll, a descendant of St Ronald,
Earl of Orkney. ¢ As soon as autumn arrived,” says he, «both parties
with their friends, went over to Caithness; and having procured lodg-
ings in the different inns in the town of Thurso, notice was brought
to Hanef and his companions to be on their guard, because Earl John
had determined that very night to put a period to their existence.
Alarmed with this intelligence, they flew to arms, and assaulted the
house in which the earl then was, with fire and sword; and while
the unhappy victim fled into a cellar, to conceal himself among the
casks, he was dragged forth and murdered.”
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