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PREFACE.

THE JournaL and the Osservations contained in the following
pages are, with very sincere diffidence, submitted to the public. The
author has been induced to venture on this measure, chiefly by a desire
to add his mite to the general stock of geographical knowledge ; the
more so, as any information respecting a tract of country so very little
known, promised to be somewhat interesting, however imperfectly
‘conveyed: and it seemed desirable to exhibit a picture of its inhabitants,
as they appeared before an intercourse with Europeans had in any
degree changed them, or even before they had mixed much with the
inhabitants of the plains. It were disingenuous and unavailing to deny,
that he was also influenced by a secret feeling of satisfaction, at being
recognized as the first European, who had penetrated to several of the
scenes described, as well as by that universal and powerful tendency of
our nature to gratify its vanity by relating the strange, the uncommon,
or dangerous enterprises in which we have been engaged.

The author did not yield to these motives without consideration, or
without soliciting advice ; nor was there, indeed, any want of strong
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arguments in his own mind against the measure. Of these, certainly,
the chief arose from the consciousness of a fatal deficiency of information
in every branch of physics, which deprived him entirely of the power of
adding to science in those branches ; which are now so interesting, as
geology, mineralogy, botany, &c. Being, unhappily, ignorant of these
sciences, he could only give a plain statement of the phenomena and
facts that presented themselves to his observation ;—a poor com-
pensation, perhaps, to the public for so material a desideratum. The
journey also was very suddenly projected ; and, being connected with a
military movement, little or no preparation could be made for taking
advantage of the opportunities likely to be afforded to his party, beyond
what a very poorly supplied camp could afford. It is remarkable that
the author and his escort were even without a thermometer or barometer.
Guided by circumstances, they proceeded further and further, from one
step to another, far beyond the points he had at first hoped to reach ;
yet was his time so limited, that he could not investigate so closely, or
pay so satisfactory an attention to objects that attracted his observation,
as in other circumstances he gladly would have done. He was by
no means insensible of his own want of talent, and of the inability under
which he laboured to arrange, and duly to condense the mass of matter
he had collected, and which had from the first been circumscribed
by an imperfect knowledge of the language of the country.

These considerations all had their weight, and it may be the opinion
of many, that it were better if they had wholly stifled the idea of thus
appearing before the public (as was very nearly the case), and that
the author had confined the communication of his notes to the circle of
friends for whom they were at first intended. But, again, he thought
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that some advantages had fallen to his share, which could not perhaps
be united in the person of others, who for some time could come after
him. The author and his party enjoyed a perfect and unrestrained
freedom, together with full access to every place and person, private
and public, as conquerors and as benefactors. They proceeded
, through the land with perfect facility of seeing and observing, and of
making every inquiry into its moral and political state, while his own
want of skill in the language was compensated by the company of
those who were perfect masters of it. He also enjoyed the means of
procuring a tolerably accurate survey of the country, and of amassing
materials for a map, in the general accuracy of which, as far as
relates to its greater lines, and a considerable portion of its detail, he

places great confidence.

Thus, though the country may now be visited with little risk or
difficulty, and though gentlemen of science have been appointed to
survey it from the Sardah to the Sutlej, who will have opportunities, at
least as good as those enjoyed by the author, to make their observations,
together with far greater ability to take advantage of them, and talent
to describe their result, still the physical difficulties of the country are
so great, and the obstacles to making such results available to the
public are so numerous, that a very long time will, in all probability,
elapse before any description of it can appear, and till then, even so
unsatisfactory an attempt as the present may be received .with in-

dulgence.

Having resolved on publication, the author was only desirous of re-
lating with simplicity what he bad seen and heard, and of describing facts,




viil PREFACE.

and the impression they made on him at the moment, with truth and
correctness: he is deeply sensible of the defects of his work, but he still
believes that any man can describe what he has seen and heard, better
than he who writes from the accounts of another, and that the errors
into which he may fall are more tolerable, than the affectation which
too often pervades those works, which are compiled by the professed
makers of books.

In the prosecution of his task he met with many obstacles, which
forced him to abandon his first intention of attempting a better arranged
and a more extensive work, and obliged him to send it forth in the
form under which it now appears. The precious hours immediately on
his return from the hills, when the impressions of what he had seen
were most vivid, and when he was near the points of reference in case
of need, were wasted by sickness and distress ; and even the correction
and preparation which the work has undergone, with the extraction of
the little information it conveys, from a cumbrous mass of materials,
has been performed during moments snatched from the hurry of
business, and under the languor of disease. He has neither enjoyed
the advantage of literary assistance, nor much facility of reference
to the few authorities that may be found on subjects where doubt
existed : but, under all these disadvantages, he judged it best no longer
to delay the publication of his work, as the interest lately created by cir-
cumstances would have subsided, and curiosity would have ceased till
again strongly called into action.

The drawings have been completed under the same disadvantages,
from sketches taken on the spot; the only merit they can claim is,
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that they describe the face of the country with as much fidelity as
want of skill would permit. The author enjoyed the advice of an emi-
nent artist of this country during the time he was engaged in many of

the later ones.

Such as the performance is, it is now submitted to the public,
without hope of acquiring from it credit or fame ; but the author will
be gratified and proud if the effort at all succeed in satisfying or in
awakening curiosity, and inducing those who are better qualified than
himself, to explore the field on which he has barely gazed from a

distance.
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CHAPTER 1.

IN the end of 1814 it was deemed expedient by the British government
to declare war against that of Nepal.

This power, emboldened by a long course of success and conquest,
had commenced a deliberate system of encroachment on the British
boundaries, and a course of insult towards its lower ministers, which, at
length, it became absolutely necessary to repel.

That belt of low, wooded, and marshy, but rich land, known by the
name of the Turraee, or Turreeana, which, lying at the foot of the hills,
stretches along from the Burrampooter to Rohilcund, chiefly belongs to
the countries under British government, or to those which are under its
protection. 'This was the scene of their violence, and the object of their
ambition. Our police was attacked and abused; the zemindars were
plundered, and even murdered ; and the petty chiefs, dependent on our
protection and authority, if they did not agree to the terms of these
oppressors, were insulted, and driven from their homes and properties.

After much negotiation, many moderate representations of these
wrongs and grievances, with strong remonstrances, and earnest appeals to
the justice and humanity of the ruling powers of Nepal for redress, to
which no satisfactory answer was returned, or explanation ever given, and
after many assurances of a sincere desire for continuing that friendly
understanding which had hitherto subsisted between the two powers, but
which gave rise to nothing but empty compliments and political delay,
a manifesto was published, which appears in the appendix, and will best
show the causes of the war, and the views of the British government.
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The conduct of this war, with its consequences, offered to us sources
of information regarding Nepal and the countries contained in the moun-
tainous belt that confines Hindostan, of which heretofore there was but
little known ; and as it was in consequence of this war that opportunity
was obtained to make the journeys related in the following pages, it
seems not irrelevant to premise a short notice of the principal events
that occurred in a campaign so novel and so arduous as that which
gave the first great blow to the Ghoorkha power, and led to a final
peace.

An account of Nepil Proper will be found in Colonel Kirkpatrick’s
Narrative of his Embassy to the Court of Catmandhi, the capital of that
country, in 1793; and many particulars regarding its present history
and power will also be learnt there.

A few of the most interesting and best authenticated facts only need
be given here.

The whole mountainous district has ever been divided into numerous
petty states, each governed by an hereditary sovereign, under various
titles, according to the territory he possessed. On the whole, there seems
at least a strong resemblance to be traceable between the state of this
country and that condition of things which existed in the highlands of
Scotland during the height of the feodal system, where each possessor of
a landed estate exercised the functions of a sovereign, and made wars and
incursions on his neighbours, as a restless spirit of ambition or avarice
impelled him. .

There was, therefore, frequent change and continual warfare, which
weakened each, and made the whole more ripe for receiving one
sovereign, when chance or the course of things should raise up in the
land a man of superior ability or talents. Indeed, the chief political
dissimilarity between this country and those in which the feodal system
obtained seems to have been in this—that there did not exist even a
nominal sovereign in this mountainous district to whom these inde-
pendent barons acknowledged a feodal subjection.

Prithenarrain Sah, a considerable number of years ago, possessed the
small state of Ghoorkha, situated considerably to the northward of Nepal.
His subjects were peculiarly warlike and active; and he himself was of
a very ambitious turn of mind. Raising a small army, he fell upon the
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neighbouring petty state of Noarcote; and, after a considerable lapse of
time, possessed himself of it.

He then turned his views to the valley of Nepal. This valley, small
as it is, lying within a circumference of forty miles, then contained three
separate and independent states; the chiefs of which, as may be supposed,
were not amicably disposed to each other: these were, Jey Purgass, rajah
of Catmandhii; Runjeet Mull, of Bhat-Gung; and Chunum Purgass, of
Patun: and they were at this time in a state of open war with one
another. .

Taking advantage of this, Prit-he-narrain Sah entered the country,
and subdued the whole, after a long and a severe struggle; during which
time strange and fearful cruelties are said to have been committed on the
.inhabitants by his order.

Having thus established his power in the most fertile valley of the
hills, he became more rapacious than ever. The next victim was the state
of Muckwanpoore ; and he extended his conquests eastward to the Jeesta:
when, having thus raised a kingdom and a name, he died, leaving his
dominions to his son, Singa Purtab. He only reigned one year and
a half, during which time he added nothing to the Nepilese dominions ;
and his son, Rung Bahadur, succeeded him on the throne.

Under this prince, who was of a very determined character, verging
on cruelty, the work of conquest went rapidly on. First fell Lungoon
and Kashka, two small states to the southward; Tunoon, Noacote, the
second ; Purbut, Preesing, Suttoon, Isnea, successively; then, turning
further to the westward, Muscote, Dhurcote, Irga, Ghootima, Jumla,
Rugun, Dharma, Jeharee, Prietana, Dhanee, Jasercote, Cheelee, Golam,
Acham, Dhyleck, Dhooloo, and Dhotee, followed.

This last is a large state, divided from Kumaoon by the Kaleenuddee,
and stretching through the hills nearly to the plains. Then Kanchee
- fell, and Palpai; which drew with it also Bhooturel and Sulean. By this
time the whole mountainous district, from the Jeesta to the Gograh, was
in the hands of the Nepalese. But, not content with this, they conceived
the conquest of the states to the westward, and hoped to gain possession
of even the rich and beautiful valley of Cashmeer.

Kumaoon soon yielded ; but Gurhwhal resisted their efforts for twelve
years, chiefly from the delay that the capture of one fort occasioned to
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them. All the country, from the confines of Gurhwhal to the Sutlej,
fell an easy prey; when once established at Sreenuggur, they crossed
that river to pursue their fortune, and laid siege to the strong fort of
Kangrah, in the state of that name : but there their good fortune deserted
them; and the inhabitants, assisted by the Sikhs, to whom they are
tributary, resisted all the efforts of the invaders; and they lost more men
in that long-protracted siege than in the conquests of half the country
besides.

Rung Behauder, meantime, had been deposed by a strong faction,
headed by the ranee, who placed her son on the throne; and the ex-rajah
fled to the protection of the Inglish at Benares. Here he did not long
remain ; for, having intimation that certain occurrences favourable to him
had taken place at Catmandhil, he claimed and received the arrears of a
pension that was allowed him, through the British government, by his
own; and taking nothing with him, in a light litter, but gold and silver,
he set off for his capital. His money procured him plenty of bearers;
and he had reached the vicinity of Catmandhti before they had there
heard of his having quitted Benares.

An uncle of the young rajah advanced to meet him with what troops
were at hand; but they were taken by surprise: and, when their old
master stood before them, the peculiar veneration that attaches to the
person of a sovereign and a brahmin, most strongly in Nepal, awed them
into submission. « What!” said he, descending from his litter, and
standing before them, “ do you mean to resist, and stand in arms against
your rightful sovereign ?” They threw down their arms. ¢ Seize,” said
he, « on that man,” pointing to the leader. He was seized, and beheaded
on the spot; and the rightful rajah marched into his capital with the very
troops meant to oppose him.

Unfortunately for himself and for the country, his cruel disposition
vented itself in various proscriptions and executions ; and on one occasion
he dropped a paper, in which were written down the names of many who
were doomed to die. This paper was picked up by his younger brother,
Sir Behauder, who read his own name among the proscribed. This was
too much. Although his brother, his sovereign, and a brahmin, he stabbed
him.

Great confusion followed ; much blood was shed : the assassin himself
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fell in his turn, by the hand of Bulram Sah; and at length the present
rajah, son to Rung Behauder, named Girban Joodebeer Bheem-Sah, was
placed upon the throne. He, however, has little influence; for the
real power has been usurped by a family, at the head of which is Ummr
Sing Thappah : his son, Bheem Sing Thappah, is the minister, and has
the whole power: but it is said that his family do not perfectly agree
among themselves; and that, for this reason, Ummr Sing Thappah has
demanded and obtained the distant and extensive command he at
present holds.

The constitution of society, and gradations of cast, seem, like the
nature of their religion, to be essentially the same in Nepal as they are
in the other parts of Hindoostan; but there are many subdivisions and
shades of difference, created, as it were, by an union of the influences of
cast and family, which give rise to appellations and distinctions unknown
in other Hindoo states, and of which it is not easy to procure any satis-
factory explanation : such are the terms Thappah, Chowtrah, &ec.

Regarding the first of these, after many inquiries, which produced
only contradictory explanations, I was at last forced to rest contented in
ignorance as to its origin and meaning. It is now an hereditary rank ;
but of whatever political importance it may be, all genuine rajepoots
consider it as beneath them: they will not eat with a Thappah. It has
probably originated, as is said by some, in the intermarriage of a rajepoot
with a woman of inferior cast.

Five shades of cast are mentioned as arising from different connexions
of brahmins and rajepoots with women of inferior rank—Puntha, Panee,
Bohra, Urjal, Khanal. Thus, should a brahmin have a child by a dancing-
woman, it is called a Panee, and ranks lower than the father. It is said
that a rajepoot will eat with an Urjal, a Khanal, a Puntha, or a Panee,
but with no other.

The term Chowtra is applied to the brother and rephews of a rajah;
and to no other: it descends no lower.

Such are a few of the materials which I picked up in conversation
with the Ghoorkha officers. I cannot vouch for their correctness, although
I do not think they are materially wrong, as none of those with whom
I conversed had any interest in deceiving. The sketch of the conquest

.of Nepil comes from the same source; and though their national vanity
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may have induced a degree of exaggeration, we have a check upen it, for
we know the state of the Nepal conquests, and that the whole of the hills
were subdued under the power of Nepal, from the Jeesta to the Sutlej,
at the time the British declared war against that state ; and I have avoided
giving the dates attached to the conquest, as in them there may perhaps
be some errors. The following notes regarding the population and military
force of Nepal are from the same authority, and are given with little
dependance on their accuracy.

The population, indeed, attributed to the valley of Nepal itself, so far
exceeds any thing we know in the most populous parts of the world, that
it is evident there must be some gross miscalculation in it ; and although
Colonel Kirkpatrick seems to have been furnished with information
leading to conclusions nearly similar, he also is evidently staggered by
the prodigious swerm of men which the mode of calculation made use of
would give.

That so rich and so lovely a valley should attract a vast population is
quite natural ; but the numbers said to be contained therein, nay, still to

subsist in the three chief towns, Catmandhii, Bhatgung, and Patun, set
probability altogether at defiance.

Population is reckoned by houses: to each house there are allowed,
on an average, from ten to twelve souls, and in many there are even
more ; for several generations, and the families of relations, live under
one roof, very thickly lodged.

Taking this as their rate of reckoning, they assign to Patun, which is
the largest of the three, 24,000 houses, to Bhatgung 22,000, and to Cat-
mandhti 18,000 ; in all, to these three places, a population of 640,000 souls
at least. There are, besides, many large villages scattered around ; Kirtee-
poor, containing 12,000 houses ; Theamee, Buneba, Pharping, Punonlee,
Dhulkill, Chappagang, all from 6 to 7,000 houses; and over and above
these are reckoned between twenty and thirty smaller, from 1 to 4,000
houses each, all of which are within the circuit of the valley of Nepal.

The outrageous fallacy, and indeed impossibility, of this, must be
sufficiently glaring ; yet it will serve to prove that the valley must be, in
truth, extremely populous: and the idea which my informant had of the
great comparative difference that exists between the population of this
valley and that of the neighbouring hill states may be gathered from
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a list of some of these states, with the number of houses which they or
their chief towns contain.

It was quite impossible to obtain any idea of the revenues of the
country, or of the mode in which they are levied on different classes:
I could not, on this point, even obtain the same sort of loose information
that they gave me regarding the population. Near the capital, it was said,
that some large houses, containing twenty souls, contributed one rupee
and a half annually, which diminished with the numbers to one and eight
annas, and lessened as the distance from the capital increased. When
there was a large contribution of men for the army, the tax on the houses
was much diminished.

Nepal is, and must be, a very poor state. Its mountain population
can hardly feed themselves: and the large numbers that are found in the
valley and its environs are chiefly supplied with food from those districts
of the Turraee that are still under the control of the Nepalese govern-
ment; and from this fruitful tract was the chief part of the revenue
drawn. Without this country the Nepalese could never have risen to
the greatness which they had attained ; but they knew not when to stop :
the value of the country attracted their cupidity, and brought on the war
that was to destroy them.

From the extent of their population, it will be inferred that the
military establishment of this people is extensive: and so in fact it is,
considering the means possessed by the state to arm and to maintain
a large force.

The whole male population capable of bearing arms are understood to
be liable to military service in times of danger and necessity. They are
not, however, all regularly trained to arms. But there are numbers of
regular troops, formed into different corps, which are dispersed through- .
out the country, always leaving a large disposable force near the capital.
This standing force my information has stated to amount to from 30 to
85,000 men; besides the forces beyond the Kaleenuddee, under Hustee
Dhul, Bum Sah, and Ummr Sing Thappah.

These men are regularly officered, somewhat after the manner of
Europeans ; and they affect much the European exercise, dress, and arms.
Even the denomination of rank given to the officers is English; and,
besides fougedars, soubahdars, jemadars, amildars, &c. we find colonels

c
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and captains commanding their corps. The corps often take the name
of the person who raised them; and, as a specimen of their military
nomenclature, and of the regime of their troops, I have given in the
appendix a list of the Nepal forces and corps, taken from some of the
Ghoorkha officers, as it existed some twelve or fifteen years ago. It is
not by any means offered as a correct list, in numbers or in detail, of
the Nepalese military establishment.

It is said that these men are paid about eight rupees per month, when
on actual duty, and six only whilst not on duty, and that these sums
are regularly paid. Of the better classes, I believe this to be true; and
certainly the officers were often paid an annual sum by an assignment on
land. T give in the appendix a pay-list of a company, actually given in
by its commanding officer, when called on to furnish it, that his pay in
the British service might be regulated by it. But no doubt there were
differences observed between the best and most favourite corps and those
not so efficient ; and there is room to believe that the regular battalions
were regularly paid, under all circumstances, when this was practicable.

The regular army of Nepal has been for so long a time accustomed
to active service, to a series of constant warfare and victory, that the men
have become really veteran soldiers, under the advantages of necessary
control, and a certain degree of discipline; and, from their continual
success, they have attained a sense of their own value—a fearlessness of
danger, and a contempt of any foe opposed to them. They have much
of the true and high spirit of a soldier—that setting of life at nought, in
comparison with the performance of duty, and that high sense of honour,
which forms his most attractive ornament, and raises his character to the
highest. The anecdotes of their conduct, and of the expression of their
feelings, in the sequel, will exemplify this.

They are also cheerful, patient of fatigue, industrious at any labour to
which they are put, very tractable and quiet, and, from what has fallen
under my own observation and knowledge, not, I think, wanton or cruel:
This, however, is a somewhat dubious part of their character: in various
situations they have behaved in different ways; and have given reason to
presume, that their natural disposition, whatever it may be, is swayed by
situation and circumstance : even as a nation their character seems various
and unsettled. "The individuals must exhibit a greater variety still.
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The Ghoorkhas, and the people of the neighbouring states, have, in
appearance, a great resemblance to the Malay or Chinese physiognomy;
and the Nepalese Proper I believe to partake much of this similitude.
But the features and expression of the people in the various parts of the
hills are very different; though very often referrible to the Tartar or
Chinese, and but little to the countenance of the Hindoo of the plains.

Their soldiers are stout, thick, well built men, in general ;  very active
and strong for their size. They understand the use of the « tulwar,” or
sabre, and prefer close fighting, giving an onset with a loud shout: each
man wears, besides his sword, a crooked, long, heavy knife, called « cookree,”
which may be used in war, but is also of the greatest use in all common
operations, when a knife or a hatchet is needed. The soldiers carry
matchlocks or musquets: the latter have been partly obtained in traffick
with the English, and are partly of their own manufacture, in various
parts of the country.

Their officers, besides the sword, and shield, and cookree, carry bows and
arrows, which they use very dexterously ; and the sword sometimes is of a
peculiar shape, the edge having a curve inwards, like a reaping hook, but far
more straight, and very heavy, particularly at the point end, where it is
very broad, and ends abruptly square. This instrument is called a “korah,”
or a “ bughalee,” and is formidable rather in appearance than in reality,
as a blow once given and missed, with so heavy a weapon, could not easily
be recovered; besides which, its shape is awkward, and could never act
with effect against a regularly shaped sword.

Jenjaels, a long sort of matchlock, were in use; and they possessed
a few small guns; but these were confined to the walls of their forts, and
they never carried them to attack in the field.

Such was the nation, and such the troops, to which the British force
was now to be opposed. They were of a far more formidable description
than those of the plains, who fled from our arms in former campaigns;
and the nature of the country was so new, that the whole complexion of
the war wore an aspect quite different from any that we had been before
engaged in.

The province of Cumaoon was under the government of Bum Sah and
Hustee Dhull Chowtra; and all beyond the Ram Gunga was under the
sway of Ummr Sing Thappah, who, indeed, was the chief commander of

c2
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all the troops that had crossed the Kalee or Gograh river, to push the
Ghoorkha conquests through Gurwhal to the Sutlej. His son, Runjore
Sing Thappah, held the chief command under him at Nahn; and various
inferior officers were scattered up and down the country, in fortresses and
strong holds, to retain it in subjection.

Ummr Sing himself remained at the extremity of his conquests; and
having been unable to gain any permanent footing beyond the Sutlej,
occupied the line of posts around Irkee and Belaspoor, where were situated
the strongly fortified places of Ramgurh and Malown.
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CHAPTER II.

Asout the beginning of October, 1814, our troops began to move
towards the different depdts; and the army was soon after formed into
four divisions, one at Benares, one at Meeruth, one at Dinapore, and one
at Loodheanah.

The first division, at Dinapore, being the largest, was commanded by
Major-General Marley, and was intended to seize the pass at Muckwan-
pore, the key, as it was alleged, of Nepal, and to push forward to Cat-
mandhi, the capital : thus at once carrying the war into the heart of the
enemy’s country. This force consisted of 6,000 men.

The second division, at Benares, under command of Major-General
Wood, having subsequently removed to Gorrukpore, was meant to enter
the hills by the Bhootnuill pass, and, turning to the eastward, to penetrate
the hilly districts, towards Catmandhi, and co-operate with the first divi-
sion, while its success would have divided the enemy’s country and force
into two parts, cutting off all the troops in Kumaoon and Gurwhal from
communication with, or succour from, the capital. Its force was computed
at from 2 to 3,000 men.

The third division was formed at Meeruth, under Major-General
Gillespie, consisting of 3,000 men ; and it was purposed to march directly
to the Deyrah Dhoon ; and, having reduced the forts in that fertile valley,
to move, as might be deemed most expedient, to the eastward, to recover
Sreenugger from the troops of Ummr Sing Thappah; or to the westward,
to gain the post of Nahn, the chief town of Sirmore, where Runjore Sing
Thappah held the government for his father, Ummr Sing; and so sweep
on towards the Sutlej, in order to cut off that chief from the rest, and
thus to reduce him to terms. .

The fourth, or north-western division, at Loodheanah, was smaller than
the others, consisting, at first, of somewhat less than 8,000 men : it assem-
bled under Brigadier-General Ochterlony, and was destined to advance
against the strong and extensive cluster of posts held by Ummr Sing
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Thappah and the troops under his immediate orders at and surrounding
Irkee, a considerable town of Kuhloor, and to co-operate with .the force
under Major-General Gillespie, moving downwards among the hills,
when these positions should be forced, surrounding Ummr Sing, and
driving him upon that army.

Such was the disposition of a British force, which, with its reinforce-
ments, was far larger than had perhaps ever been collected, in so high
a state of discipline and of equipment, at one presidency, at the com-
mencement of a struggle, which, however the minds of men might be
prepared for its severity, was, from physical obstacles, rendered even more
arduous than was expected, and in which we were opposed, particularly
in the commencement, with an obstinacy and cool determination quite
new in India. »

The third division, under Major-General Gillespie, made the first
movement, and commenced active operations with little delay.

The general not having joined, the troops moved under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel Mawby, of his majesty’s 53d regiment of foot, from
Serhampore, whereto they had been previously ordered from Meeruth;
and on the 22d of October cleared the Timlee pass, through the first
range of hills into the Dhoon, and took up a position at Deyrah, the chief
town in the valley, about five miles distant from the fort of Kalunga, or
Nalapanee.

This fort is situated on an insulated hill, about 5 or 600 feet high,
covered with jungle, and in most places very stecp. The table-land on
the top may be about three quarters of a mile in length; and on the
southern and highest extremity of this hill was Kalunga built. It was
an irregular fortification, following the form of the ground, and at this
time was imperfect, the wall not having been fully raised ; but they were
busily engaged in heightening and strengthening it.

It was commanded by Bhulbudder Sing, nephew of Ummr Sing; and
he had with him 8 or 400 men, chiefly of the regular troops of Nepal
A letter was sent to this chief, summoning him to surrender the fort.
The manner in which he received this summons was characteristic of the
people, and gave a foretaste of the steady coolness with which they
defended the place. The note was delivered to him at midnight; and
he tore it, observing, that it was not customary to receive or answer
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letters at such unseasonable hours; but sent his salaam to the English
sirdar, assuring him. that he would soon pay him a visit in his camp.

On the next day Colonel Mawby reconnoitred the place; and, having
carried up two six-pounders and two howitzers on elephants, made an
attempt to take the fort by assault: however, after firing a few rounds,
this was declared impracticable, and the party retreated.

General Gillespie joined, and took the command of the army. The
place was again reconnoitred, and dispositions were immediately made.
for the assault: parties were employed in preparing fascines and gabions
for the erection of batteries; and two twelve-pounders, four five-and-a-
half-inch howitzers, and four six-pounders, were carried up the hill on,
elephants. The table-land was taken possession of without any resist-
ance on the part of the enemy; and batteries for the above-mentioned
guns were ready to open on-the fort on the morning of the 81st of
October, at 600 yards distance.

The storming party was formed into four columns, and a reserve.

The first, under Colonel Carpenter, consisted of G11 officers and men.

The second, under Captain Iast, of 363 officers and men.

The third, under Major Kelly, of 541 officers and men.

The fourth, under Captain Campbell, of 283 officers and men.

The reserve, under Major Ludlow, of 939 officers and men. :

These were so disposed as to ascend, at a given signal (the firing of
a gun), from different points, and thus distract the attention of the enemy
from attending too much to any one point.

The enemy had, on his side, taken what precautions his situation
afforded him the means of: the wall of the fort had been raised, though
it was not then quite finished, so as to render it difficult, if not impossible,
to gain the top without ladders, even in the lowest part. Every point
where the fort was approachable, or thought weak, was covered by
stockades, formed of stones and stakes stuck in the ground; a species of
fortification in which the Ghoorkhas are very highly skilled. Guns were
placed where they could do most execution; and at a wicket left open,
but cross-barred, so as to render entrance exceedingly difficult, and which
flanked a great part of the wall, a gun was placed, to enfilade the approach
with showers of grape.



16 RECENT WAR WITH NEPAL.

The batteries kept up a warm and well-directed fire upon the fort ;
but the execution was not equal to expectation ; and this, perhaps, uniting
with the eagerness of a sanguine temper, induced General Gillespie to
give the signal for the assault some hours sooner than was intended ; and
which, probably from being unexpected, was not heard by either Major
Kelly, Captain Campbell, or Captain Fast.

The column under Colonel Carpenter, and the reserve under Major
Ludlow, then moved forward to the assault at nine o’clock, and carried
the stockades surrounding the fort, putting to death, or driving in, the
few of the enemy who occupied them: they pushed on to the walls,
under a very heavy fire from the garrison, and suffering severely in
officers and men: the few that reached them called out for ladders,
which were not at first to be had. Lieutenant Ellis, of the pioneers, was
shot, applying the first ladder himself, at the head of the first division;
and many were killed and wounded with him. The obstacles were found
too great to overcome; so that, after a long exposure, and a dreadful loss, -
the brave troops were compelled to fall back, under shelter of a village
in the rear.

The general, seeing this, and being determined to surmount all dif-
ficulties, moved on from the batteries with three fresh companies of the
53d regiment, and reached a spot within thirty yards of the wicket;
where, as he was cheering the men, waving his hat in one hand, and his
sword in the other, he received a shot through the heart, and fell dead
on the spot. His aide-de-camp, O’Hara, was killed beside him, and many
other officers were wounded.

All the efforts of the officers were now insufficient to produce in the
troops that enthusiastic courage which alone can triumph over such
resistance ; and Colonel Carpenter, on whom the command devolved after
the death of General Gillespie, directed our force to retreat.

Both columns suffered much from the gun before spoken of, as placed
in the wicket: when the reserve advanced, and got within the line it
defended, the first discharge brought down the whole front line, killing
seven, and wounding eleven. Several persons penetrated to this very
wicket, but, unsupported, could produce no effect. A very heavy fire was
kept up from the walls by the garrison, and showers of arrows and of stones
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were discharged at the assailants; and many severe wounds were received
from stones, which they threw very dexterously: the women were seen
occupied in throwing them, and undauntedly exposing their persons.

Our loss was severe : besides the lamented general, four officers were
killed, and fifteen wounded ; some of whom subsequently died. Twenty-
seven non-commissioned officers and men were killed, and 218 wounded.
According to the official returns, the heaviest part of the loss fell on
a party of the 8th light dragoons, consisting of 100 men dismounted ; fifty
of whom were attached to each attacking column. General Gillespie
placed much confidence in these men; and they well deserved it. Out
of their number four were killed, and fifty wounded ; and there was not
one among them who would not have stayed by his commander to the
last, although certain death were in his view.

Such were the results of the unfortunate affair of Kalunga, the first
enterprise of the war. The army retreated; and its commander, con-
sidering the place too strong for another assault, abandoned the table-land
on the hill of Kalunga, and re-occupied his first position at Deyrah, deter-
mined to wait the arrival of a battering train from Dehli, with other
reinforcements.

The north-western, or fourth division of the army, under Brigadier-
General Ochterlony, moved towards the hills about the end of October,
and reached the village of Plassea on the 31st.

On the 1st of November the army took up a position before Natagurh,
a strong hill fort. On the next day batteries were erected, and the place
breached ; when the garrison, which did not exceed 100 men, surren-
dered both this position and that of Taragurh.

From thence the army moved towards Ramgurh, a fort, or rather a
strong stockaded position, upon a mountainous ridge, said to be 5 or 6000
feet high, which was well garrisoned, and which it was necessary to reduce
before proceeding to attack the positions near Malown. It was neces-
sary, for the reduction of this strong hold, to bring battering cannon
against it; and to drag them up the lofty and trackless mountains was
a work of much time and labour. A road was, however, immediately
commenced, which took a long time to complete.

Meantime several stockaded outposts were attacked and taken; and

reconnoitring parties frequently proceeded from our advanced positions
D
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towards the posts of the enemy, who did not always perm1t them quietly
to accomplish their inquiries.

Lieutenant Lawtie, on one of these occasions, having left the batteries,
with an escort of forty men, to reconnoitre, was cut off from rejoining the
camp by a large party of Ghoorkhas: he bravely cut his way through these,
and took up a position in a gurhee, or small fort, where he meant to
have remained till reinforcements came from camp to his rescue.

Several small parties joined him; and they would have defended
themselves easily, notwithstanding the reinforcements which the enemy
poured in, but their ammunition being expended, and the men, it is said,
not being able to turn the wooden part of their cartridge-boxes, so as to
procure the spare ammunition below, a cessation of firing took place, of
which the Ghoorkhas availed themselves to rush in and close with the
party, who then were overpowered; and Lieutenant Williams, who com-
manded the reinforcements, with about fifty men, was killed. Lieutenant
Lawtie, with the remainder, escaped with great difficulty.

On the evening of the 27th, after reinforcements had arrived with the
heavy guns, a detachment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Thomson, was sent
to make a movement in rear of the enemy’s position, which was done with
effect; and, having occupied the heights, they were attacked by the
Ghoorkhas in force, on the morning of the 29th, and repulsed them with
much loss. Upwards of fifty dead were left in front of our position.
The wounded were carried away with them.

Ummr Sing himself was on these heights, and took up a strongly
fortified post in front of our troops; but our movement was of service,
tending to lengthen our line of communication, and threatening to cut
off that of the enemy with Irkee and Malown. They were forced to
abandon several of their stockades, of which one, called by them the
great stockade, was of formidable strength.

Several movements now took place, which it would be too tedious to
describe and detail, and which ended by the troops under Colonel Arnold
taking possession of all the strong holds formerly occupied by Ummr Sing,
except that of Ramgurh itself; that chief having left them, with nearly all
his force, to watch General Ochterlony, who had moved towards Belaspoor :
two or three hundred men only were left at Ramgurh, and a battalion was
left to mask these ; whilst the army pushed on under the general, and took
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up a commanding position close to Malown and its fortified ridges, where
Ummr Sing now concentrated his force.

This strong hold consists of a line of fortified posts, upon a very lofty
and difficult ridge, which projects into the river Sutlej, between two’small
rivers, the Gumbah and the Gumrorah, the latter being to the northward,
and both flowing westward. The neck between these two rivers is very
strongly stockaded.

Colonel Arnold was detached to.cross the Gumbah, and take up
a position at or near Belaspoor, which he accomplished, after a very
fatiguing journey, during the 31st of January, 1st and 2d of February;
Lieutenant Ross, with 2000 irregular troops, having occupied a post some
time before, also near the town.

The weather now became exceedingly severe, rain and snow falling for
many days, whilst neither officers nor men were provided with the means
of shielding themselves from the ill effects of such inclement weather.

The Belaspoor, or Kuhloor Rajah, left his capital, on the approach of
the British army, with most of his people, and thus deprived us of great
part of the supplies it was expected to yield.

This rajah had been an humble ally or dependant of Ummr Sing, who
had drawn from Belaspoor and its vicinity much of the supplies by which
his troops were supported.

There was, however, no reason to believe that this alliance was agreeable
to the rajah, but rather that he would come willingly over to the British
party, could he but find a sufficient excuse, in case of future need, for this
defection ; and accordingly, some days after our troops had possession of
the points they occupied round the town, the people began to return, and
the bazaars were well supplied.

Whilst the positions of Ummr Sing were thus watched, a party was
detached to reduce Ramgurh; the siege of which was conducted by
Captain Webb of the artillery, and Lieutenant Lawtie of the engineers.
The party took up a position about 700 yards from the fort, on the 12th
of February, very little molested by the enemy; who, indeed, offered no
resistance till the men were secured on their ground, when they attacked
the post, and were repulsed with some loss. '

During the 18th and 14th the road was continued from the camp to
the batteries; and op the 15th an eighteen-pounder was dragged up by

D2
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dint of great labour, which immediately opened on the fort, with con-
siderable effect ; and by the evening of the 16th, not only its three guns
‘were silenced, but its face laid in ruins.

The garrison, consisting of 100 men, made terms for themselves, and
for another small fort named Joojooree, with 160 men ; who were allowed
‘to march out with the honours of war and their guns, and to proceed to
Malown, if they chose it.

They did proceed thither, and instead of receiving the due praise for
their gallant defence, the chief men were seized, and had their noses cut
- off, by command of Ummr Sing, as a punishment for giving up the forts
but with their lives; while the rest were driven off without their pay,
and stripped of every thing they possessed: A singular instance of
impolitic and ruffian-like cruelty, under the semblance of rigid dis-
cipline, at a time when a sound judgment would have pointed out mild
and encouraging measures, to men who had already served the sinking
cause with fidelity, and only yielded to imperious necessity.

Such was the situation of affairs on the 1st of March, when prepara-
tions had been already commenced for reducing Malown, and its de-
pendent positions.

During this time, the first and grand division of the army, and which
was under General Marley, commenced the crossing of the Ganges, on the
23d November, and proceeded in a direction towards Bettiah.

On the 24th, a party under Major Bradshaw, who was in advance, en-
camped at Goorasun, on the borders of the Terrace, surprised a post of
the enemy, named Burburwah, garrisoned, it is said, by 400 men under
Purseram Thappa, a sirdar of excellent character. They lost this valua-
ble officer, killed with several other sirdars, and 150 men killed and pri-
soners. The loss on our side was trifling. Captain Hay, of the Chumpa-
rum light infantry, also occupied a fort called Baragurhee, which post
he continued to hold.

Little activity of service prevailed in this quarter for more than a
month. In the latter end of December, the chief position of the army
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‘'was at Loatun; to the left and westward, Captain Sibley, with 800
infantry and fifty irregular horse, lay at Pursa, a village opposite to one of
the passes, and twenty miles from the main army. Captain Hay was at
Baragurhee on the right, two miles off: somewhat further on, in the same
direction, there was a small post of two companies ; still further, lay Cap-
tain Blakeney with the left wing of the 2d battalion 22d regiment ; and
on the extreme right, Captain Roughsege, with 600 men of the Ramgurh
battalion, was encamped on the banks of the river Rattoo.

Captain Sibley had expressed a suspicion, that the enemy meant to
attack him in force ; and in consequence, Major Greenstreet was detached
to his aid on the 31st of December, with four companies. On the morn-
ing of the 1st of January, he met wounded stragglers coming in, who
informed him that the party had been attacked and destroyed. He,
therefore, not considering his force adequate to cope with that which had
beaten Captain Sibley, returned into camp. Captain Sibley had beén
attacked on the night of the 81st, by a large body of the enemy; the
number, variously stated, said even to amount to 4000 ; but probably this
is an exaggeration :—they attacked in three columns, got the possession
of his magazine, and soon destroyed and dispersed the greater part of the
detachment. The troops, whilst they had ammunition, fought well ; but
when this failed, they were soon broken. Lieutenant Matheson, who
commanded a gun which the detachment had with them, stood till all the

- Europeans were killed or wounded around him; and even then served
the gun himself, repressing the enemy severely by discharges of grape.
At last, being entirely alone, he was forced to abandon his gun; and this
most meritorious officer fortunately escaped unhurt. Captain Sibley was
killed early in the action : the loss was very great: those who did escape,
effected it chiefly by swimming a small nullah which flanked the camp.

At the very same time, the post on the right, occupied by Captain
Blakeney, was attacked also in force; and, in a similar way, defeated with
great loss. Captain Blakeney and Captain Duncan were killed, as well
as about seventy men, and nearly as many were wounded.

This simultaneous attack on the two opposite points of the army

shows a degree of combination not very common in native tactics. The
secrecy with which the enterprise was executed, renders it matter of fur-
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ther surprise, and, although the consequences were mournful to us, of
admiration.

The army, immediately after these affairs, moved the camp from
Loatun towards Bettiah, to protect, it was said, the battering train.

The movement, however, was retrograde ; and however necessary, was,
under existing circumstances, of disadvantage to the cause.

After this period, nothing of consequence was undertaken for several
months : the camp was frequently shifted in front of the great Saul Forest
that skirts the hills ; which was said to be filled with parties of the enemy.
The depot was at Bettiah, and various minor movements were made in
this neighbourhood, with no effect on the ultimate success of the campaign,

The force, stated to be opposed to us, was variously computed, but
none attributed to the enemy less than 25,000 men; a force which is
quite incredible, and which subsequent information has, it is believed,
shown to be merely ideal.

On the 10th of February, General Marley let the camp, and was suc-
ceeded in command by Major-General George Wood.

On the 20th a smart and brilliant, though inconsiderable affair, oc-
curred. Lieutenant Pickersgill, in charge of the guide and intelligence
department, having left the camp at Brinjaree Pokree, to reconnoitre with
a small escort, discovered a party of the enemy, about 300 in number, at
about eight miles from camp; after exchanging a few shots, he retired,
and sent for reinforcements, and was soon joined by a party of Gardiner’s
irregular horse, with many officers mounted ; the picquets and ten com-
panies, with four six pounders, were ordered by Colonel Dick (then in
command) to follow.

In the mean time, Lieutenant Pickersgill had occupied the embank-
ment of a tank, a short way from the enemy’s post; and here he was
found by the cavalry. When they came up, the enemy made an attack,
moving up a small ravine to the tank, and then charging in good style:
our party retired to the other side of the tank; while the horse filed to
the right and left, as the enemy reached the top of the bank.

On seeing the infantry coming up, they halted, and brandishing their
weapons, began to retire: and no sooner had they commenced their re-
treat, than the party of officers (about twenty in number) charged them
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sword in hand, followed by the cavalry on each flank : a total route en-
sued ; and they fled, cut up by the horsemen, who pursued them; killing
Bhowanee Dutt Thappa, their commander, and great numbers of men.

They formed in a village, but were again broken there; and lost, in
continuing their retreat, a great many men : more than 100 bodies were
counted, and upwards of fifty made prisoners. Our loss was trifling,
consisting chiefly in wounded in the cavalry. Ensign Patton, who was
closely engaged, received two wounds. The other gallant actors in this
affair fortunately escaped unhurt.

This result not only evinces much gallantry on the part of our troops
engaged, but shows that the Ghoorkhas, used to hill-fighting, are not by
~ any means so formidable on the plain; and that they cannot at all resist
cavalry: it was new, and therefore terrible to them. It is said, that here
they used poisoned arrows.

Major-General Wood joined the army on the 22d, and on the morning
of the 3d marched to Pursa with a strong force, and battering train of
two eighteen pounders, two six pounders, and two 8% inch howitzers,
with 200 rounds of ammunition for each piece, and approached the great
forest by rapid marches; turning to the eastward, reached Janickpore, a
post strongly stockaded, but which the enemy evacuated on the approach
of the army. Having left there Colonel O’Halloran, with five com-
panies of sepoys, the force returned again towards Brinjaree Pokree,
the original camp.

Janickpore is a place of much sanctity, where are temples to Janick
and Ram, described as very curious: their base is a regular square
which decreases as the walls rise, and is at top covered with a dome,
from which a spire arises.

One of the great temples is covered with a plate of metal resembling
gold, of great value: it is a building of four stories, from the corner of
each of which are suspended seventy-two bells: it is a very great resort
of pilgrims.

Close to the village containing these temples, the Ghoorkhas had
erected a small fort, provided with a dry ditch, but of little strength.
They had, however, commenced a stockade that would have been highly
formidable, had it been completed: it was a square of 115 yards each
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way; the height on the outside was twenty feet. Bastions were erected
at the corners, and at each of the entrances in the centre of the sides; in
the centre of the stockade was a tank, which occupied a large portion of
its area. It had every appearance of having been constructed in a hurry,
as green and insufficient wood was used, instead of the bamboo, which
usually is preferred ; and no attempt had been yet made to excavate a ditch.

No movement of ultimate importance took place after this period,
although there were several petty affairs of outposts, and small detach-
ments, some of which reflected great credit on the troops, and on their
commanding officers.

On the 7th, General Wood marched to Ramnuggur—while Colonel
Dick remained in command at Brinjaree Pokree; and Colonel Gregory,
with the reserve of the army, remained at Janickpore. Thus things re-
mained till the season arrived when it became necessary to withdraw the
troops from the unhealthy districts they occupied, and to permit them to
return to cantonments.

The operations of the 2d division of the army, under Major-General
S. Wood, were not more fortunate or important than those of the grand
division just related.

The army began to move from Goruckpore on the 13th of December,
1814, towards the Bhootwull pass; and, as it was said that the enemy
were moving down the pass in force, a detachment sent in advance was to
repel any incursions they might be inclined to make. On the 24th, 25th,
and 26th, the army was encamped at Temooa, not more than twenty to
twenty-five miles distant from Bhootwull; from thence the army slowly
approached the pass, the foot of which they reached on the 81st. No
enemy was seen—no annoyance offered.

Preparations were commenced on the 1st of January for ascending
the hills, and carrying the strong post of Jeetgurh: the guns were taken
to pieces, that they might be carried on elephants ; and provisions were
laid in for seven days. On the 8d the army, amounting to full 2,000 men
in high order, leaving the camp, which had been fortified, guarded by but
a few companies, moved towards the pass: a body of 500 was detached,
under Major Comyn, to take the enemy in rear; whilst the main body
continued their route through the forest.
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The information of the enemy’s movements and positions, on this
occasion, seems to have been wonderfully defective. The troops had
been led to expect a stockade, in a plain of considerable extent, free of
jungle ; whereas, whilst they were advancing without a suspicion of
attack, and had reached a small break in the jungle, on the side of a hill,
they were saluted by a shower of balls from amongst the trees, fired by
unseen foes; and thus a number of our troops were killed and wounded,
without the power of defending themselves, or annoying their adversaries.

At length they showed themselves, and were forced back by the
British bayonet ; but, much loss having been sustained, and some confu-
sion having taken place, and the cooleys and bearers having thrown away
the spare ammunition, it was resolved to retire.

Major Comyn had in fact taken the enemy in the rear, and would
probably have succeeded in turning the fortune of the day, and in de-
stroying much of the opposing force, but when the main body retreated,
it was considered too hazardous to attempt any thing; and they joined
the rest of the army, which fell back to camp.

Our loss was severe, and many officers were wounded; of whom
Lieutenant Morrison, of the Engineers, afterwards died. Lieutenant
Poyntz, of his Majesty’s 17th foot, though shot through the lungs, sub-
sequently recovered. The loss of the enemy was not ascertained.

After this attempt, nothing took place during the rest of the month.
A battering train was ordered from Gorruckpoor, and the army moved to
Bansee, where it encamped: no movement or enterprise of any con-
sequence appears to have taken place till the 15th of April; when the
battering train having reached the army, another attempt was made on
Bhootwull.

On the 15th of April, the army encamped within a short distance of
the town, and commenced preparations for attacking the stockade that
protected it. On the 17th the batteries were opened, and the eighteen-
pounders played with much effect upon the defences ; which, with well-
directed Shrapnell-shells, was supposed to have caused great loss to the
enemy.

An attempt was made, after battering some time, to cross the river
(that flows past the town) with some of the light companies, with a view

E
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of taking possession of it, from the opposite side; but it was discovered
that this party was too much exposed to the fire of a body of Ghoorkhas
behind a wall, and that the water was too deep to permit them to succeed
in their enterprise. After wading up to the waist, and having a few men
and one officer wounded, they retreated, and returned to camp.

Soon after, we find them in camp at Temooah, and there was no
further movement on the part of this army during the campaign. They

~ returned towards Gurruckpoor, about the middle of May, and went into

cantonments. ,
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CHAPTER III.

WE must now return to the third division of the army, which, after
the repulse before Kalunga on the 81st of October, lay inactive till the
arrival of the battering train from Delhi, which did not take place till
the 24th of November; and on the 25th active operations were renewed.

By one o’clock of the 27th, the batteries, which had been erected
within 800 yards of the wall, had effected a large and fully practicable
breach; and although a warm fire had been kept up by the besieged, we
had hardly sustained any loss.

Shells also had been thrown with great effect; and although the
enemy had attempted a sally on thé 27th, they were driven back with
loss, by showers of grape. The commander, Colonel Manly, satisfied
that the breach was practicable, ordered a storm.

The storming party was composed of all the grenadiers of the detach-
ment, with the light company and one battalion company of the 53d, led
by Major Ingleby, of that regiment. They advanced to the breach, and
stood for two hours exposed to a tremendous fire from the garrison, which
destroyed many officers and men : but, after every exertion on the part
of their officers, and the fall of many, in leading and endeavouring to
push them forward in spite of the obstacles that were opposed to them,
without any success, it was deemed expedient to order a retreat, and the
whole returned to the batteries.

It does not belong to a short notice of this sort, to comment on the
unfortunate result of this storm, or to seek for the causes of its failure.
The enemy certainly opposed a most gallant and desperate defence, to
--an assault which they could have no hope of ultimately and effectually
repelling ; and this, after a most severe slaughter had been caused within
their own walls, by the powerful means employed on our side for their
destruction: they showed themselves in the breach, freely exposing their
persons, though continually mowed down by our shot ; and showered down
on the assailants every weapon they could use— balls, arrows, and stones.

EZ2
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Our soldiers advanced towards the breach with perfect self-possession
and coolness: a few got to the crest, and fell there; the rest remained at
a short distance, firing at the garrison, and exposed to a very destructive
fire in return. No one turned to fly; but none went onwards: they
stood to be slaughtered. Their officers exposed themselves most gallantly
. and unreservedly. Lieutenant Harrington, of his Majesty’s 53d, was
killed on the breach, cheering and encouraging the men to follow: Lieu-
tenant Luxford, of the horse artillery, having brought up a gun to the
breach, to destroy the defences of the enemy within, and drive them from
their quarters, received a shot through his body, of which he died ; and
besides these, there were many officers wounded. By the official returns,
there were three officers killed, eight wounded; 88 men killed, 440
wounded and missing :—an awful number, where the opponents did not
equal these alone.

The fire from the batteries recommenced the next day, and shells were
again thrown, the effect of which was so greadful, from the unprotected state
of the garrison, and from the demolished state of the defences, that the few
and faint survivors, not exceeding 70 in number, abandoned the place on
the night of the 80th; and fighting their way through the chain of posts
placed to intercept them, escaped with the loss of a few men ; pursued
‘by Major Ludlow, with a party. , ,

_ At three o’clock that morning, Major Kelly entered, and took possession
of the fort ; and there indeed the desperate courage and bloody resistance
they had opposed to means so overwhelming were mournfully and horribly
apparent. The whole area of the fort was a slaughter-house, strewed
with the bodies of the dead and the wounded, and the dissevered limbs of
those who had been torn to pieces by the bursting of the shells; those
who yet lived piteously calling out for water, of which they had not
tasted for days.

The stench from the place was dreadful ; many of the bodies of those
that had been early killed had been insufficiently interred : and our
officers found in the ruins the remains and the clothes of several thus
incompletely covered, starting into view. One chief was thus found out,
who had fallen in the first attempt, and had received this wretched
semisepulture. '

The bodies of several women, killed by shot or shells, were discovered ;



1TS PROGRESS. . 29

and even children mangled, and yet alive, by the same ruthless engines.
One woman, who had lost her leg, was found, and sent to the hospital,
where she recovered ; a young child was picked up, who had been shot
by a musket-ball through both his thighs, and who also perfectly recovered;
and there was also a fine boy of only three or four years old, whose father,.
a Soubahdar, had been killed, and- who was left in the fort when it was
evacuated ; he was unhurt, and was taken care of. Upwards of 90 dead
bodies were burnt by our native troops; and about an equal number of
wounded were sent to the hospital, and carefully treated : several prisoners
also were taken.

The determined resolution of the small party which held this small
'post for more than a month, against so comparatively large a force, must
‘surely wring admiration from every voice, especially when the horrors of
the latter portion of this time are considered; the dismal spectacle of
their slaughtered comrades, the sufferings of their women and children

thus immured with themselves, agd the hopelessness of relief, which de-
stroyed any other motive for the obstinate defence they made, than that re-
sulting from a high sense of duty, supported by unsubdued courage.. This,
and a generous spirit of courtesy towards their enemy, certainly marked
the character of the garrison of Kalunga, during the period of its siege.

. Whatever the nature of the Ghoorkhas may have been found in other
quarters, there was here no cruelty to wounded or to prisoners ; no poisoned
arrows were used ; no wells or waters were poisoned ; no rancorous spirit
of revenge seemed to animate them: they fought us in fair conflict, like
men; and, in the intervals of actual combat, showed us a liberal courtesy
worthy of a more enlightened people.

So far from insulting the bodies of the dead and wounded, they per-
mitted them to lie untouched, till carried away ; and none were stripped,
as is too universally the case. The confidence they exhibited in the
British officers was certainly flattering: they solicited and obtained sur- |
gical aid ; and on one occasion this gave rise to a singular and interesting
scene :—While the batteries were playing, a man was perceived on the
breach, advancing and waving his hand. The guns ceased firing for a
while, and the man came into the batteries : he proved to be a Ghoorkha,
whose lower jaw had been shattered by a cannon shot, and who came thus
frankly to solicit assistance from his enemy. '
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It is unnecessary to add, that it was instantly afforded. He recovered ;
and, when discharged from the hospital, signified his desire to return to
his corps to combat us again : exhibiting thus, through the whole, a strong
sense of the value of generosity and courtesy in warfare, and also of his
duty to his country,—separating completely in his own mind private and
national feelings from each other,—and his frank confidence in the indi-
viduals of our nation, from the duty he owed his own, to fight against us
collectively.

The remainder of the garrison of Kalunga, with their commander,
Bhulbudder Sing, to the number of about seventy, retired to a hill some
miles off, where they were joined by 800 men, who had lingered in the
neighbourhood for some days, endeavouring to throw themselves into the
fort.

Major Ludlow, with the force under his command, amounting to
about 400 men, moved, on the afternoon of the 1st of December, to attack
and dislodge them : he came up with them, after a very fatiguing march,
about one in the morning of the 2d, on very difficult ground, on the hill
where they had encamped for the night. They were on the alert; and
their centinel challenged our men, who rushed forward, and fell on them,
and dispersed them, with much loss. They fled, pursued by our troops,
to the summit of the hill, where it was found necessary to desist, and
collect our men. ’

The enemy’s loss was great, but could not well be estimated : upwards
of fifty bodies were seen ; and many must have been wounded. Our loss
consisted of but two officers, and about fifteen men wounded.

Colonel Carpenter, who had been detached to Calsee, sent Captain
Fast with a party to occupy some positions above that town, which
was effected without loss. And on the 4th of December the strong
position of Barat, situated on a mountain nearly 6000 feet high
above the place, was abandoned by the enemy, and occupied by Colonel
Carpenter.

The army broke up from their camp in the Dhoon on the 5th; and,
re-entering the plains by the Timbee pass, marched towards Nahn. They
arrived at the pass of Moginund on the 19th, seven miles from Nahn: on
which day also Major-General Martindale joined and took command of
the army. And on the 24th, Major Ludlow, with two battalions, pushed
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up the hill, and occupied that town, which had been evacuated by the
Ghoorkhas ; and was followed by the whole army on the 25th, save a few
companies left to protect the park of artillery in the pass below.

The enemy retired to Jytock; which fort, with the town of Nahn,
and all the places here mentioned, will be found described in the succeed-
ing pages.

The pioneers had already been employed in making a road for the
battering guns, which, it was evident, would be necessary for reducing
the fort of Jytock; but the time likely to be occupied in this tedious
operation was so great, that it was determined to make an attempt, while
the impression of our approach was freshest, to take the place by surprise,
or at least to occupy some advantageous position in its vicinity.

For this purpose two columns of troops moved from Nahn: one under
Major Richards, of about 500 men, set out early on the evening of the
26th, making a long detour to get round the hill on which the fort was
situated, and to occupy a point near the fort, known afterwards by the
name of Peacock Hill.

The other, of about 600 men, under Major Ludlow, left camp towards
the morning of the 27th, and was directed to cross the dell intervening
between Nahn and Jytock, and push up the hill, to occupy a point in the
ridge that joins Jytock with the spot where the British camp afterwards
was placed, known by the name of Blackhill.

This latter colummn, after a fatiguing march over rocky and jungly
ground, and the latter part of it a painfully steep ascent, at length reached
the crest of the ridge ; but many of the troops had been left far behind ;
and unfortunately, instead of halting to collect and breathe, those who
had arrived hurried forward to dislodge a picquet of twenty men, which
were posted at this point, and which fled to the stockades: our men
pushed onwards, and took a post somewhat further along the ridge,
driving in the Ghoorkhas who occupied it.

Had they halted here, the end desired would have been obtained ;
but; flushed with success that had been so easy, the few headmost troops,
in spite of the exertions of the officers to restrain them, still ran on to
occupy a farther and stronger stockade, known afterwards during the
siege as the second stockade, and the line followed in long disjointed
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succession : the consequence was, as might be expected, that the enemy,
alarmed by the first firing, had sent strong reinforcements towards the
point attacked ; and, by the time that the second stockade was endangered,
these had nearly reached it.

Jespaw Qiree, the officer in command, saw the disordered state of our
troops, and how few of them were together. He sallied out from the
flanks of the stockade, with no great number of men, sword in hand;
bore down the foremost troops, who were running up the hill; put the
rest to flight, and pursued them along the ridge which they had won
before. Reinforced by fresh troops, the enemy followed up the charge;
and our men, out of breath and panic-struck, could not be brought
to rally.

Major Ludlow and the other officers did all that was possible to make
astand : three times, at rather favourable points of ground, was it attempted
to rally the troops; but as often, the Ghoorkhas coming up, they broke
~ and fled: and at last, at the point where the crest had first been gained,
our men dispersed down the hill on both sides, the Ghoorkhas following,
and cutting them to pieces.

They regained the camp dispirited and fatigued, but carrying with
them their wounded officers. Lieutenant Mant of the 53d was killed,
"whilst strenuously endeavouring to rally the troops. He had been
~ wounded early in the action; but still pressed forwards, till he was shot
through the body: sensible that he was dying, he nobly declined the
anxious offers of a sepoy to stay by him; insisted on his saving himself;
and took off his sash and sword, and charged him to give them, with his
affectionate remembrance, to a friend.

Lieutenant Sayer, having been severely wounded in the commence-
ment of the affair, was making his way to shelter, when a party of the
enemy came up, and cut him down: Major Ludlow, with a few men,
rescued him, and brought him to camp. Lieutenant Donnelly received
a shot in the foot.

The detachment under Major Richards, after a most fatlgumg march
of sixteen miles, reached the intended point, at a later hour of the day,
without opposition. Guns had been sent on elephants along with them,
but could not keep up with the column, from the difficulties of the path;
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and the bearers and coolies, who carried the spare ammunition, were cut
off by a party of the enemy, so that the detachment was reduced to what
they had in pouch.

The whole Ghoorkha force, having repulsed the other column, came
down and attacked Major Richards, soon after he had taken up his position ;
and although they made very numerous and gallant charges, coming up
to the very muzzles of the guns, they were always repelled with loss.
But the ammunition was fast expending; and, with the view of saving
it, our troops met the enemy in their assaults with stones: and thus
a constant conflict was kept up from one ». m. till seven p. M. with great
Joss to the enemy, and but little on our side.

At this period a hircarrah arrived from General Martindale, with
orders for Major Richards to make the best retreat he could, as the other
detachment had been defeated, and the enemy’s whole force was now
opposed to his. Many such messages had been sent, but none had
arrived till this period; and Major Richards, who had little doubt of
being able to maintain his position, till reinforced from camp, still kept
his ground, till a more peremptory order came for the retreat, when the
word was given to commence a retrograde movement.

The Ghoorkhas were at this moment swarming round the hill. The
night was darkening around. The men were weary with their long
march and a six hours combat, and were exhausted by a want of water,
which there had been no means of procuring for several hours. A retreat
could not have been attempted under more unfavourable circumstances.
The moment that the enemy saw our troops quitting the hill, they rushed
in on all sides, cutting down the loiterers. The ground was so steep
and broken, that it was impossible long to preserve order. Whilst
descending a steep defile, the Ghoorkhas, knowing the ground, attacked
a party in advance, and thus caught our people in a double fire: then
on all sides they broke in with their swords, cutting down the most ’
unprotected.

Lieutenant Thackeray, of the 26th native infantry, with the light
company of the regiment, covered the retreat as well as it could be done,
under the confounding circumsiances of the darkness and of the ground,

F
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till he and Ensign Wilson were killed, with many men ; and the rest were
reduced to the necessity of shifting for themselves, in like manner as those
they had been covering. The detachment, shattered down and worn out,
reached camp on the morning of the 28th. Many were missing, who lost
their way in the confusion and darkness. Several officers were killed ;
others were sheltered in the houses of the natives, kindly treated, and
conducted into camp within a few days.

Our loss was severe ; but it was not ascertained for several days, being
lessened greatly by the return of stragglers: at length it was reduced to
four officers killed, five wounded, seventy-nine non-commissioned officers
and privates killed, and 281 wounded and missing: of the missing, a
soubahdar and forty men were returned into camp by Runjore Sing, who
commanded in Jytock, having been kindly treated, and the wounded
having their option to remain and be taken care of, or to go along with
their comrades. The only stipulation was, their taking an oath not to
fight against the fort again.

It does not belong, as I have formerly said, to a mere detail of dates,
as this chiefly is, to comment on the conduct of detachments, or of the
officers commanding them; but as these unfortunate affairs have been
somewhat more particularly noticed, it may be pardoned if the tribute of
a few words be paid to the gallantry of the officers and troops employed
on them. The commanders did all that soldiers and officers could do
under the peculiar circumstances of the case.

The fatal effects of an unfortunate panic, induced by the brave but
unwarrantable over-eagerness of the troops, checked in their exhausted
state by a fresh and gallant enemy, master of all the intricacies of a most
difficult ground, are strikingly pointed out in the failure of the first
column.

Nor can there be a finer example of the decided advantage which
steadiness and cool intrepidity gives to troops than the masterly way in
which Major Richards maintained his post, assailed as he was by numbers
so superior, and under so many discouraging circumstances.

There can be no doubt that this gallant officer, with his brave troops,
would have maintained his post till reinforcements should arrive, had it
been deemed expedient to put this to the trial.
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The loss sustained was the more distressing, from its occurring at so
late a period, after such gallant and successful opposition.

The conduct of Lieutenant Thackeray was peculiarly noble : but every
officer exerted himself to the utmost; and those who fell bore with them
the admiration and deep regret of their survivors.

After this unfortunate business, the army intrenched itself at Nahn;
and the road for the eighteen-pounders was expedited as much as possible.
No enterprise of moment took place for a considerable time.

Buhlbudder Sing, after the evacuation of Kalunga, and his affair with
Major Ludlow, had thrown himself into Jountgurh, a strong place on the
eastern bank of the Jumna, where he was joined by a few stragglers, that
increased his actual force to about 400 men.

An attempt was made by Major Baldock, with the detachment at
Calsee and Birat (about 600 regular and 400 irregular troops), to dislodge
him, which failed, from some misinformation regarding the numbers
opposed ; and Buhlbudder afterwards retired from Jount (leaving there
sixty men) across the Jumna; and crossing the country, entered Jytock
about the middle of February.

On the 2d of February, Major Kelly, with a battalion of the 7th
native infantry, marched and took possession of Nownie, a hill on the
range of which Jytock forms the extremity, about two miles distant from
it: this was accomplished, after a fatiguing march, without opposition.

On the 5th, Major Ludlow was sent to support and relieve this
detachment with the 1st battalion of the 6th native infantry. The
weather was exceedingly bad: much snow fell, succeeded by heavy
rain, which disabled the men, who were ill provided with means of
shelter ; and several bearers and camp followers perished.

Several reinforcements having arrived in camp, a further force was
sent to join Major Ludlow, who occupied a post in advance, called
Blackhill; from whence to J ytock there is a continuous but much
depressed ridge. ‘

The light guns and mortars were now sent up on elephants, and
established on a point about 1000 yards distant from the first stockade ;
but as these guns produced no effect of any consequence, it was deter-
mined to continue the road from Nahn, where the heavy guns had

F2
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already arrived, and bring them on to this point, to batter down their
formidable stockades: so that another month elapsed of nearly total
inaction.

Every occurrence, from the period when the guns were carried up till
the termination of hostilities in this quarter, will be related hereafter.
We may now turn to a refreshing contemplation of the more successful
operations of the fourth division.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

CacriousLy, deliberately, but securely, General Ochterlony pursued
his course of operations: the end of which was to reduce Malown, and
force Ummr Sing either to capitulate, or to retrcat on the country to the
eastward, where he would find hostile armies to oppose his progress, and
finally destroy him.

Various movements were made, tending to circumscribe the enemy at
the posts occupied by Colonel Arnold, Lieutenant Ross, and General
Ochterlony ; and it was deemed necessary, in view to the desired end, to
gain possession of the strong holds of Taragurh, and Chumbee. A road
was commenced for bringing the eighteen-pounders from Ramgurh; and,
by great exertion, the batteries were completed on the 10th. Two

- breaches were effected by the evening of the 11th; but the garrison, of
about 250 men, not choosing to stand an assault, retreated during the
night. )

The next day measures were taken to convey the guns to batter
Chumbee; and Lieutenant Lawtie occupied a strong position com-
manding that place. On the 15th the light guns opened; and, by the
next morning, the heavy guns were laid in battery, when the garrison, to
the number of sixty, surrendered prisoners of war. Lieutenant Lawtie
conducted both these sieges in a manner that reflected the highest credit
on himself, and without any loss. Taragurh was found to be the strongest
place the enemy possessed.

On the 13th, Colonel Arnold’s detachment moved to Ruttungurh,
a small stone fort belonging to the Belaspoor rajah, very strong naturally,
and facing the western aspect of Malown (the position of Ummr Sing),
distant about 2000 yards.

General Ochterlony occupied a position to the north; between these
points Lieutenant Dunbar held a post with a strong body of irregulars;
and on the east a stockade cut off communication with Irkee.

The force occupied hitherto in the siege of Taragurh and Chumbee,
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when these places fell, closed into the end of the Malown ridge, to attack
Soorajegurh ; and on the 1st of April, the 2d battalion 1st native infan-
try, having marched the evening before with their guns and baggage,
reached a strong position to the eastward of the place, within 800 yards
of its walls. The enemy, deceived by various skilful manceuvres to con-
ceal the true intent, opposed no resistance: and though a few shot were
fired from a battery between the fort and our position, our six-pounders
very soon silenced them. '

It remaimred then to bring from Chumbee the battering-guns, to act
against Soorajegurh : this is a strong fort on the Malown ridge, to the
eastward ; and its capture was necessary to the fate of the chief place,
which must infallibly follow the fall of Soorajegurh.

In the mean time, the General, aware of the length of time that must
necessarily elapse in the common course of operations, before the ultimate
fall of Malown could be expected, and observing the practicability of
further straitening his positions, projected a grand attack on several points,
which, if successful, would cut off one portion of the enemy’s troops from
the main body, and at once enable operations to be carried on against
Malown itself. On the ridge between Malown and Soorajegurh, which
were the extreme positions of the enemy, there are several intervening
peaks, two of which, Ryla and Deorthul, the General determined, if pos-
sible, to gain possession of ; and for this purpose five columns were formed ;
three of which were to advance to Ryla, and two upon Deorthul.

The first, under Major Innes, was to move from the General’s camp ;
it consisted of a grenadier battalion and two six-pounders: the second,
under Captain Hamilton, after being joined by a detachment under
Lieutenant Ledlie, consisted of 200 rank and file, two companies of the
19th native infantry, and a body of irregulars, and two six-pounders.

A large body of irregulars, including a corps of Ghoorkha deserters, in
all about 900, with two companies of the 19th native infantry, moved, on
the night of the 14th, from Patta, accompanied by Lieutenant Lawtié, of
the engineers, and gained and established itself on the heights of Ryla.

The chief column for the attack on Deorthul was placed under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson; it consisted of a battalion
and four companies of native infantry, a company of pioneers, under
Lieutenant Armstrong, 300 irregulars, and two six-pounders. Major



ITS PROGRESS. 39

Lawrie advanced from a village called Kallee, with 700 rank and file
native infantry, to support Colonel Thompson.

Two formidable attacks were also to be made against the position of
Malown itself : one to move from Kallee, under Captain Bowyer, of 200
Sepoys and 500 chosen irregulars ; and one from Ruttungurh, of a similar
force, under Captain Strowers, of the 19th. These two parties were to
form a junction in the enemy’s cantonment, if possible, and to take up any
position near Malown, where they thought they could maintain them-
selves ; but the chief object to be gained by these columns was to distract
the enemy’s attention from the true points of attack.

Such were the dispositions for this spirited enterprise. The columns
moved by signal. Colonel Thompson’s party reached the height of
Deorthul without opposition; but, anxious to push forward to a more
commanding height, they proceeded along the ridge that led to it, so
narrow that in most parts not more than two men could go abreast.

On approaching the desired point, a body of Ghoorkhas, who had been
lying in ambush, started up, and fell sword in hand, with a shout, on our
foremost men, who fell back, and there was a temporary confusion,
which terminated in their retreat to the first point they had occupied.
At this time, Major Lawrie also arrived, and immediately forming, they
jointly drove away the Ghoorkhas, and established themselves on the
height first attained ; where, during the whole day, and part of the night,
they worked hard to entrench themselves. Meanwhile the columns for
the attack of Rylah occupied that valuable position, without assistanee :
it proved a strong, though a limited post, and even spared a reinforce-
ment to that of Colonel Thompson.

The column commanded by Captain Strowers advanced in gallant
style up the hill towards the enemy’s cantonments : there the enemy met
them, rushing down sword in hand, while a cross-fire was poured in upon
them from the jungle on each side. Our men had not loaded, that they
might be induced to depend on the bayonet ; and had they been loaded,
the troops that fired upon the flanks were concealed from their view.

Their gallant commander, anxious to show an example to his men,
sprang forwards, and even outstripped his four orderlies, who were expert

swordsmen, and attended him closely.
A Ghoorkha sirdar met him first, whom he killed with his sword ;: the
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body falling on him, from the steepness of the ground, staggered him;
and several others, rushing on him before he could recover himself, stabbed
and shot him dead.

At the same time Lieutenant Spellesby, severely wounded in the
knee, was carried to the rear: and then the troops, discouraged by the
fall of their first and second in command, and a considerable loss from
a very galling fire, wavered, fell back, and retreated to the bottom of the
hill, covered by the fire of the guns of Ruttungurh. Here they rallied,
and drove the enemmy back; but no further attempt was ‘made on the
same point: they were moved to support a body of irregulars in another
quarter, the soubahdar of the 19th native infantry, who commanded them,
having fallen, behaving most nobly, and cheering his men to storm a
stockade on the opposite ridge.

Whilst this passed on the west face, Captain Bowyer advanced on the
northern face of the hill, and succeeded in obtaining possession of a fine
position, and maintained it from seven a.m. till noon; but heanng of.
the failure of the other column, he found it necessary to retire ; which he
did in a very masterly manner, retreating from height to height, pouring
in heavy and destructive vollies, which thinned the ranks of the enemy
who advanced to annoy him.

Although these columns were not successful in occupying any strong
~ position, they answered in some degree the end proposed ; for they diverted

the attention of the enemy, and prevented a large proportion of his best
troops from opposing the real attacks.

- Such were the operations of the 14th and 15th of April: during the
night of the 15th, the enemy made two attacks upon Colonel Thompson’s
position ;. and their best officer, Buchtee Thappa, who was in command at
Soorajeegurh, left that post to visit Ummr Sing, at Malown ; from thence
he took the largest portion of the troops there encamped, with full direc-
tions from Ummr Sing to use his own discretion with them.

He silently posted them in ambuscade, under the cover of night ; and
in the morning a most furious attack was made, sword in hand, upon the
detachment. The Ghoorkhas came up to the very muzzles of our guns,

"and were mowed down by the grape that was showered on them. Ummr
Sing was on a height, encouraging his men to the assault; and Buchtee
Thappa moved with them to every fresh attack.
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At last this noble old officer fell ; and the Ghoorkhas, then retreating
in confusion, left our party in quiet possession. Their loss was very great :
it has been stated at 700, which perhaps was one-third of the attacking
force; but their greatest loss was in the person of their lamented chief,
Buchtee Thappa. This man was seventy years of age, but preserved the
fire of youth, and much of its vigour: his character as a soldier was the
highest; and his mild manners and his virtues not only procured him the
adoration of his own troops, but the love and respect of all who knew
him. He was the strength and dependence of the army ; and in losing
him they lost all hope and resolution.

His body was soon recognized by our Ghoorkha deserters, and brought
into the stockade ; and General Ochterlony, when he heard of it, sent rich .
shawls to wrap it in; and a notice to the enemy, that it should be
delivered to them with all respect.

A mournful deputation was sent to receive it, who, when they saw the
body, burst into tears and lamentations. They were shocked, too, under
the impression that he had been mangled : but he had fallen by a match-
lock ball in the breast; and when our irregulars sallied out on the enemy,
when retreating, his body had received some additional wounds by the
sword, which they believed had been given to finish his life, knowing
who he was. But in the tide of battle, when heated by revenge, or even
animated with ardour, few such troops as composed our irregulars would
reflect, and restrain their uplifted arm.

The Ghoorkhas, on better thoughts, were sensible of this; and also
to the attention and respect paid to his remains: but they loudly be-
moaned him, exclaiming that now, indeed, the blade of their sword was
broken.

Our own loss was inconsiderable, considering the importance of our
acquisitions and success : Captain Strowers killed ; Lieutenant Bagot, of
the pioneers, died of his wounds; and there were four officers wounded.
In all, sixty-eight men killed, and two hundred and eighty-nine wounded,
according to the official report; but not including the loss of irregulars.

Few officers have ever fallen more regretted than Captain Strowers,
whose gallantry was eminently conspicuous.

Our post at Deonthul was commanded from the position which, on
the 15th, had been unsuecessfully attempted; and the men suffered

G
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much by a fire from thence. Most of the artillerymen who then accom-
panied the detachment were killed and wounded at the guns; when
Lieutenant Hutchinson, of the engineers, and Lieutenant Armstrong, of
the pioneers, stept forward to the post of danger, and continued serving
the one gun, whilst it was required, and secured it when the affair was
over. The other gun was equally well worked by Lieutenant Cartwright,
of the artillery, with one unwounded man; and Lieutenant Lawtie was
particularly conspicuous for his activity, and for his application of science.

The General expressed, in the warmest terms, his sincere admiration
at the conduct of these officers, and of the army in general.

Such was the brilliant and indeed decisive affair of the heights of
Soorajegurh or Deonthul, and which led speedily to the conclusion of so
difficult and harassing a campaign; and forcibly pointed out the happy
effects of steady cool judgment, in perceiving the moment for action, and
of gallant promptness in carrying through a plan formed on such grounds.

That night, the enemy seeing their communication with Malown cut
off, evacuated all their positions, Soorajegurh included, between that post
and Colonel Thompson’s position, and were attacked on their retreat
by the indefatigable Lieutenant Lawtie, with a corps of irregulars; and
Colonel Thompson, on the next day, took up an advanced position, called
Nerayen Kotha, in the vicinity of Malown.

The death of Buchtee Thappa produced stronger effects than were at
first contemplated, even by those who were best acquainted with the
influence he possessed over the minds of the troops under Ummr Sing.
The unbending severity of this Chief, the hardships that seemed to
accumulate the more as they were the more cheerfully endured, and the
total hopelessness of their situation, had produced a considerable desertion
from the Ghoorkha army, even prior to the last success; but now it could
not be controlled by all the cruel precautions taken by Ummr Sing;
who, not content with placing centinels, with orders to shoot such as
might be found leaving the camp without a pass, actually struck off the
heads of several upon bare suspicion.

After many partial desertions, nearly the whole of his troops left the
fort, and came into the British camp: their Chiefs had remonstrated with
him on the folly of holding out against inevitable fate, but he turned a
deaf ear to them.
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Even when they entreated him to agree to the alternative of fighting
or of ceasing the contest at once, rather than suffer them to perish in
detail, he was silent. Indeed, all judgment seems to have forsaken him.
The troops, both officers and privates, left him, with only 250 men, in the
position of Malown, and came over to the British camp as prisoners of
war, and entreating to be taken into British pay. Still, however, all
proper steps were taken to produce the surrender of this obstinate Chief,
and to compel it, if necessary.

Negotiations went on for several days, attended by preparations; and
it was not till some days after the guns had been placed in battery (for
the General, from humane motives, would not permit them to be opened
on the fort), that on the 15th of May, he signed the capitulation for
giving up his last and formidable strong hold ; and agreed to cause to be
evacuated, and delivered into the hands of the British, every garrisoned
place that yet remained to the Ghoorkhas, between the rivers Sutlej and
Calee or Sardah.

By this time much unhealthiness began to appear, both among the
troops and the officers ; and it was well that this final success rendered it
possible to allow them to descend from the dreary hills, among which
they had so long sojourned ; where comforts were always rare, and neces-
saries often far from abundant. The officers in general recovered; but
the happy issue of the campaign was clouded by the death of one indi-
vidual, whose exertions had greatly contributed to it; whose energy and
zeal were the soul of every enterprise in which he engaged ; whose skill
and judgment, at a glance, perceived the measures, and the moment to
employ them ; and whose activity rendered him of the first utility, not
only in his own department, but in the various duties which arose in this
new and uncommon warfare.

In all the general orders of this division, the name of Lieutenant
Lawtie is most honourably mentioned ; and in those which precede the
army’s leaving the hills, the General most feelingly notices his death, and
pays a worthy and affecting tribute to his memory. He was, indeed,
sincerely lamented by all who knew him; and rarely does it happen
that the loss of an officer of his inferior rank excites so much interest
and sorrow.

Thus, then, was terminated a campaign, whose beginning was so

G2
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inauspicious, in a country so impracticable, and hitherto deemed impene-
trable, except to the inhabitants of the hills; the greater part too was
achieved by our native troops alone, for there were no European troops
with General Ochterlony, excepting a few artillerymen ; and thus was the
prosperous and presumptuous power of Nepal shorn at once of half its
beams.

Intimately connected with this happy result, and in date preceding
the successes just related, the operations in Kumaoon, carried on by the
detachment under the command of Colonel Nicholls, struck the first de-
cisive blow towards bringing the campaign to a conclusion. The measures -
adopted by this commander were marked with judgment, promptitude,
and spirit.

In the end of February, Lieutenant-Colonel Gardiner, of the irregular
horse, entered the province of Kumaoon, from Rohilcund, by the Kashe-
poor pass; and taking possession of several small forts belonging to the
enemy, without opposition, fixed himself at last in a strong position.

Captain Hearsay, also, who acted under his command, entering at
another point, seized two or three similar forts with equal ease; whilst a
great disposition to rise in our favour prevailed among the inhabitants,
who, before the middle of March, evinced it by assisting the irregulars in
several affairs of small consequence; in one of which, however, Captain
Hearsay’s men being attacked on the western bank of the Gogra river,
repulsed the enemy with a loss, as was supposed, of upwards of 200 men,
killed and wounded ; themselves suffering in a far less degree.

This success, however, did not long attend our irregular force. On
the 2d of April, Hustee-dhull-Chowtra having crossed the river Sardah
or Gogra, at Kusmote Ghat, Captain Hearsay, who was observing him
at the strong fortress of Chumpaweet, with the largest part of his forces,
attacked him impetuously; but his men were unable to cope with the
veteran Ghoorkhas that composed the troops of Hustee-dhull. They
broke and fled, leaving the best part of their number on the field, and
their commander, Hearsay, who had bravely led them on, wounded and
prisoner in the hands of the enemy.
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This unhappy event brought on another disaster. Mr. Martindale,
adjutant of Captain Hearsay’s irregular corps, who was stationed at
Kutool-Gurh, on the banks of the Sardah, with 300 men, was attacked by
a very superior force of the enemy on the evening of the 8d: his men,
dispirited at the defeat of the larger portion of their corps, sought for
safety in flight ; and Mr. Martindale with difficulty escaped.

Meantime, the regular force destined to act against the enemy in
Kumaoon had assembled at Moradabad, in Rohilcund, under Colonel
Nicholls, and commenced their march toward that province on the 80th
of March. On the 2d of April, head-quarters were at Deeklee ; on the
4th, at Futtaseth; and on the Gth, they encamped at Choumoon-ke-debee,
a lofty ridge about fifteen coss distant from Almorah, after a continued
ascent of three hours. '

On the 9th, Colonel Nicholls having pushed forward, with three com-
panies of the 1st battalion 4th native infantry, joined Lieutenant-Colonel
Gardiner’s camp, posted before Almorah, on a hill named Kataar-Mull ; the
rest of the detachment followed quickly, as the impediments arising from
the nature of the country, and the necessary incumbrances of baggage,
guns, stores, &c. would permit.

On the 12th, a feu de joye from the works of the enemy announced
the arrival of Hustee-dhull-Chowtra in Almorah.

This Chief, after the defeat of the parties under Captain Hearsay and
Adjutant Martindale, remained for a considerable time levying contribu-
tions on the districts around Chumpaweet, which had amicably received
and assisted our troops; but our posts on the Sardah river being de-
stroyed, there was nothing to prevent his marching straight to Almorah.

About the 20th, Hustee-dhull made a movement with a considerable
body of their regular infantry to Gunnanath, a mountain pass north of
Colonel Nicholls’s position.

To counteract the effects of this manceuvre, as soon as it was dis-
covered, Major Patton was detached on the evening of the 22d, with ten
companies of native infantry, a ghole of irregulars, one six-pounder, one
4} inch mortar, and the necessary ammunition, &c. with directions to
follow Hustee-dhull, and, if possible, to attack him before he could in-
trench himself; or, if already intrenching, to occupy the nearest good
position between him and Almorah, so as, if possible, to cut off his com-
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munication, and to prevent his completing his intrenchments, by plying
him with shells.

The elephants that carried the six-pounder moving so slowly, as greatly
to retard the march, the gun was sent back to camp.

On the evening of the 23d, Major Patton’s detachment came up with
the enemy, under Hustee-dhull, and attacking them, after a sharp action
and pursuit, drove them over several hills, and completely defeated and
dispersed them.

The Chief, Hustee-dhull-Chowtra, was mortally wounded through
the temple, and soon after died in the retreat; and another, Sirdar
Jeyrookah, was shot through the body, and died in a short time. The
loss of the enemy was, on the whole, very great: a portion of their force
found its way back to Almorah, but many never reached that place.

In Hustee-dhull-Chowtra they lost a most valuable, active, and en-
terprising officer, and a man whose character was particularly amiable.
He was uncle to the reigning Prince of Nepal, and his talents and virtues
were worthy of this high descent. With the sentiments of respect and
admiration that a brave man ever entertains for a noble and worthy
enemy, Colonel Nicholls, in his official despatch, pays a most handsome
and feeling tribute to his memory.

Our loss in this brilliant affair was comparatively trifling, consisting of
two sepoys killed, one European officer, two havildars, and twenty-three
men wounded. It is almost superfluous to add, that the greatest gallantry
was displayed by all the troops engaged, who vied with each other in
pushing forward, and in striving to close with the enemy.

Immediately on this success, Colonel Nicholls, with perfect judgment
and great promptitude, took advantage of the depression and consterna-
tion of the enemy, and attacked his positions. At one o’clock he ad-
vanced against his principal stockade on the north end of the Sillolee
ridge, with two battalions, intending to establish a mortar battery within
5 or 600 yards of that work ; but finding the troops in high spirits, and
observing the enemy to be proportionally disheartened, he ordered two
stone breast-works to be stormed ; which was instantly most gallantly and
most successfully executed by the 1st battalion of the fourth, led by
Captain Faithfull.

The irregular infantry, under the command of and led by Lieutenant-
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Colonel Gardiner, advanced on a ridge parallel to the line of the regular
march ; and animated by the sight of their success, diverged to the right,
when near the summit, and easily possessed themselves of the remaining
stockades on the Sillolee ridge.

In the mean time fifty men of the fourth took possession of a small
breast-work to the left. The 1st battalion of the fourth, after these
gallant efforts, was halted until the remaining battalion (of flank com-
panies) should advance.

Captain Leys then came up, and directed them to advance on the re-
treating enemy; and finding five roads, they pursued them by each, till they
possessed themselves of one stockade leading to Kulmuttea, a small stone
fortification, and the Rajah’s palace ; thus dividing the enemy’s force, and
cutting off their retreat to Kulmuttea.

Lieutenant Wight and Captain Faithfull led their men into the
embrasure of the breast-work ; in which desperate service the former was
dangerously wounded, and Captain Faithfull cut down the man who
wounded him. Lieutenant Purvis, who was also wounded, led the ad-
vance in a style that called forth the marked applause of the commander ;
which was also warmly bestowed on Lieutenant Field, of the fourth. Our
loss was at this time estimated at about forty men killed and wounded.

At about eleven P. M. on the 25th, the most northern post, occupied
by Lieutenant Costty, was attacked and carried by the enemy, with an
overpowering force ; but it remained in their possession for a very short
time: Lieutenant Brown and Lieutenant Wingfield, of the flank bat-
talion, with 100 men, were detached to support the party that had been
overpowered : these were assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel Gardiner, who
happened to be near, and led a ghole of his irregulars to the spot; and
these officers, by a gallant exertion, soon recovered this most valuable
position, which was charged three several times by the enemy; but they
each time repelled him with great loss, and the post finally remained in
our hands. The loss on both sides during this conflict was very con-
siderable ; for the enemy came on with very great determination, and were
heroically and successfully resisted.

During this time, the garrison of Almorah, hearing the sharp firing on
the hills, made a sortie, and furiously attacked our advanced position,
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coming up to the very wall, which, though six feet high, they attempted
to mount; and one or two succeeded, but fell dead within it. These
assaults and skirmishings were kept up during the whole night, occa-
sioning considerable loss; among others, Lieutenant Taply received a
mortal wound.

The small mortars had, with considerable exertion on the part of the
officers of artillery, Lieutenants Bell and Wilson, been laid in battery, and
opened at six in the evening; the larger ones at midnight.

On the morning of the 26th, the advanced post was pushed forwards
to within seventy yards of the fort of Almorah: several eight-inch shells
had fallen in the forts, which soon reduced the garrison to keep under
cover; and at nine in the morning a flag of truce was sent to Colonel
Nicholls, from the commander, Bumsah, requesting a suspension of arms,
with a view to a termination of hostilities in the province.

This was agreed to by Colonel Nicholls, and the Honourable Edward
Gardiner (political agent with the army); and on the 27th of April a con-
vention was signed and executed by Bumsah, and the other surviving sir-
dars, on the part of the Nepal government, by which-all the country to the
west of the Gogra, Sardah, or Caleenuddee, as far as Guriohal, with the
fort of Almorah, and all other strong holds in the province of Kumaoon,
were evacuated by the enemy ; they retaining eleven guns, with a portion
of military stores; and to be supplied with provision, and escorted across
the river Sardah. .

This rapid and brilliant train of success could not be achieved without
considerable loss. That which our army had to lament was small, how-
ever, compared with the importance of the result. One hundred and
thirty of our regular troops were killed and wounded, including one
officer killed, and two wounded ; of the irregulars there was only a total
of eighty returned.

Such is a summary of the events that produced the evacuation of
- Kumaoon, cut off the hopes that Ummr Sing might have had of receiving
succours from the eastward, and thus certainly tended greatly to forward
the fortunate conclusion of the campaign to the north-west ; which finally
annexed to the British possessions a province that connects their territories
with those of the Chinese empire, through the Himalayan mountains.
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CHAPTER V.

PreviousLy to commencing the narrative of a journey through a
country so little known as that now under consideration, a few general
observations relative to its nature and situation may not be found useless.

That chain of mountains, of which the great Himala range forms the
central ridge, and which, stretching from the Indus on the north-west, to
the Burrampooter on the south-east, divides the plains of Hindostan and
the Punjab from the wilds of Tartary, has been but partially traversed
- by Europeans; and although the little information that has hitherto
been published respecting it is confused and inaccurate, it is nevertheless
a very interesting tract.

It is so to the geographer and statesman; as, besides its containing
the sources of so many of the majestic rivers that fertilise and enrich Hin-
dostan and other Asiatic regions, and the being inhabited by nations and
tribes of a singular character and very warlike disposition, who have for
ages defied the arms of the most powerful Asiatic monarchs, it serves as a
magnificent and most efficient boundary between two empires of such
extent as China, and that which once owned the sway of the house of
Timor, but now chiefly the milder rule of the British government. :

The portion of this region which was visited by the writer of the
following narrative, is that lying between the rivers Sutlej and Alack-
nunda; the former bounding it to the north-west and north, the latter ta
the south-east and east, whilst it overlooks the plains of Hindostan to the
south and south-west; and on the north-east it partly includes, and is
partly bounded by, the mountains of Himala.

This tract of country, considerable in extent, is divided into a variety
HR
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of large and small states, governed by chiefs more or less dependent, in
proportion as they are powerful.

Of these, though far from being equal in population and resources, five
may be considered as of the first rank, viz. Gurwhal, Bischur, Surmore,
Hundoor, and Kukloor ; and these occupy by far the largest portion of the
tract in question, whilst the remainder is divided into a great number of
petty states, all of which are recognized under the general appellation of
the Baruh Thakooraee, or twelve lordships.

Twelve states, however, are more properly implied by this designation,
viz.

Keoounthul. Koonear. Mechloque. Coteegooroo.
Baghut. Bhuggee. Cotee. Theog.
Coothar. Dhamina.  Kearee. Bughat.

The general extent, value, and position of several of these chieftainships
will appear as they occur in the narrative; but as some of them do not
come within its scope, a recapitulation of the whole, with an account of the
revenue they afforded to the Ghoorkha government, and some few further
particulars, will be found in the appendix.

The other petty states are eighteen in number :

Joobul. Kurangooloo. Saree.

Bulsum. Ootrock. Rutes.

Combharsein. Mornee. Cotee Mundhanee.
Kuneounthee. Bija. Ghoud.

Dilter. Sangree. Bhuroulee.

Raeen. ' Dodur coar. Seelee.

Of these some are of considerable size and importance, particularly
Joobul. All of them acknowledged a degree of dependence on some of
the large states, which varied according to the inclination and power of the
superior to enforce its sway, and to the political condition of that state,
and of the neighbouring countries.

A season of peace gave no hope to the tributary of eluding payment
for the protection he received ; but he was generally ready to avail himself
of tempestuous times to change his master, as his interest or his fancy
might lead him.

Although the greater states do not in general take rivers for their
boundaries, yet as these serve well for outlines in geographical delineation,



THE HIMALA MOUNTAINS. 53

it may be well to enumerate the principal streams that occur in this tract,
and to state the general direction of their course.
Those which principally claim attention from their magnitude, are,

The Alacknunda. The Touse. The Jumna.
Bhagiruttee. Girree. Pabur.
Caligunga. Billung. Sutle;j.

Since the tour of Webb and Raper, it is well known that the river
Alacknunda takes its rise in a snowy mountain, close to the celebrated
Hindoo Temple of Buddrinaath. It flows in a direction nearly south-west
to Rooderprag, where it forms a junction with the Caligunga.

The Caligunga rising at Kedarnauth, another celebrated temple in
the Kedar snowy mountain, runs to Rooderprag nearly south-south-west.

From this point the Alacknunda holds a more westerly course to
Deoprag, where it is joined by the Bhagiruttee ; and from hence the united
streams receive the name of the Gunga or Ganges.

The source of the Bhagiruttee will be minutely described in the
following narrative; all that need now be observed is, that its course for
several miles from its source is nearly from east to west ; a few miles below
Barahit it flows to the south-west; further up, and from a point about
forty miles above Deoprag, it keeps a course to the south-south-eastward.

The little river Bitting joins the Bhagiruttee just below Uthoor.

The source of the Jumna will also be found described in the following
pages: it holds a general south-west ocourse from fifteen to forty miles
distant from the Bhagiruttee, till the point where that river diverges to
the eastward as far as Calsce, where it is joined by the Touse. A little
lower down the Girree falls into it at Raj Ghat, and soon after it issues a
more considerable stream from the hills near Padshaw Bagh.

The Touse has its rise in a very lofty peak, far to the northward
among the snowy mountains, and for a considerable space flows in a west-
south-westerly direction, till it is joined by the Pabur.

The united streams then taking a southerly course, join the Jumna as
before mentioned, about thirty-five miles below Calsee.

The Girree is a stream of less note ; its source will also be noticed : it
joins the Jumna, as has been said, at Raj Ghat, after a run of some length
from the north-westward.

Besides these considerable streams, there are multitudes of mountain-
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streams and torrents of greater or smaller size, which, rising in the various
hills, hold their course to these great drains, and swell the Ganges, the
Jumna, or the Sutlej.

Among the states of the first order, Gurwhal is the most important in
every respect ; its boundarics extend far beyond the limits of the country
now visited. :

Beyond the Alacknunda it is bounded by the river Ramgunga, which
divides it from the province of Kumaoon; while to the north and east it
penetrates the snowy mountains, meeting the Chinese territories in an
undefined line.

To the southward it is bounded by the plains, and on the west by the
Jumna, which, as far as the village of Lack-ha-mundul, divides it from
Sirmore, to the northward of which it meets Bischur, between the rivers
Touse and Pabur.

Sirmore, though not second in extent, is perhaps the next of the
primary states in value and political consideration.

Its vicinity to the plains gives it an importance, denied to those more
difficult of access in the heart of the mountains.

On the south-east it bounds, as has been observed, with Gurwhal,
having the Jumna for the line of demarcation.

To the north also Gurwhal partly meets it ; and the secondary state of
Joobul, with various others of the petty states, form an irregular amphi-
theatre, circumscribing it from north to west, while on the south-west and
south it is comprechended by the districts of the petty Sikh chicftains, in
the plains between the Sutlej and Jumna.

Bischur, though far larger in extent, is much poorer in proportion than
Sirmore, and lies retired within the mountains to the north of that state
and all the lesser states, by which on the south it is chiefly bounded.

The river Sutlej divides it from the territories of the Rajah of Cooloo
on the north-west, nearly as high as Seran; a little below which place it
crosses the river, and still bounding with Cooloo, passes with that state
through the snowy range; and like Gurwhal, which accompanics it on the
east, meets beyond them the Chinese territories in an undefined line.

Hundoor and Kuploor are contained in the space which is bounded by
the Sutlej, the plains, and the small states; but of these I have no certain

information.
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A glance on the map, which accompanies these pages, will, with what
has been said (it is hoped), give a pretty distinct idea of the country in
question.

All this region, like the whole of the countries contained in the long
range of mountains, is wild, rugged, and difficult of access, consisting of
a mass of hills irregularly connected, or diverging in ranges of various
heights from a huge elevated centre, but preserving no regularity of
direction or of form. Their tops are sometimes clothed with forests of old
and venerable wood ; sometimes they are rocky, and green or brown ; and
it will be afterwards observed that the general aspect, to the south and
south-east, is always less wooded and less broken (though still very rough),
than that to the north and north-west, which is almost uniformly pre-
cipitous, formed of sharp crags covered with deep pine forests.

The ravines that divide these hills are deep and very sudden in their
descent, often ending in dark chasms that are sometimes wooded, but they
as often exhibit faces of bare rock of several hundred feet high, frowning at
each other, with little more space between them than has been worn by the
violence of the torrents; these taking their way from the mountain brows,
where they have been collected from clouds, and rain, and melting snow,
thunder down, and form these furrows in their sides.

There are no spreading valleys, no rich meadow lands on the banks of
rivers, no gentle undulation of ground on which the eye can rest with
pleasure; all is steep and difficult ; toilsome rise and sudden fall. Such
a country offers little encouragement to the industry of the husbandman ;
and, accordingly, cultivation, which is limited in proportion to the extent
of surface, is laboriously and sparingly scattered among the woods and
rocks.

- As the country recedes from the plains it increases in difficulty and
elevation, till at the foot of the snowy mountains it assumes a savage
wildness; and among them, save in the passes or the beds of rivers,
becomes totally impracticable and impervious.

The rivers and their beds too, it will be seen, gradually change their
character as we approach nearer to their source, from the rapid and tur-
bulent stream flowing through a deep and a rugged channel, but affording
a comparatively easy road along its banks, to a furious torrent dashing
from one huge block of stone to another, along which the traveller proceeds
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at first with difficulty, which increases to hazard of life, climbing over
rocks, and picking his dangerous way across the face of precipices, till at
length his career is stopped by masses of mighty ruin, that baffle all human
attempts to invade them.

It is unnecessary to offer any further preliminary observations. The
nature of this country, and the changes that occur in its appearance, will
be described in the following pages; and it is hoped that the observations
which occur throughout the narrative may, in some degree, serve to
introduce to more general acquaintance a new and in some respects
curious people, together with something of their character, disposition,
and manners. If the attempt has success, all further observation here
would be superfluous, as the object in these preliminary notices is only to
give the reader a very general idea of a country, with which he may
become subsequently better acquainted.

JOURNEY FROM DEHLI TO NAHN.

Circumstances, foreign to the present subject, led me to the camp of
the army under General Martindale, whilst it lay before the fort of Jytock,
near Nahn, in the province of Sirmore ; and thus most unexpectedly arose
the opportunity which I enjoyed of visiting this new country.

Leaving Dehlee on the 9th of March, 1815, by dawk, I reached Kurnal,
a town seventy-six miles to the northward of that capital ; and forming the
‘most remote military position we had hitherto held in that direction,
Having laid horses at equal distances on the road from thence to the foot
of the hills, I left Kurnal on the 12th, and set off for Nahn.

For ten miles the road lay through what is called the assigned territory,
being that portion of the Soubah-daree of Dehlee which was appointed for
the maintenance of the king, but it has since been resumed, and in its stead
a regular monthly allowance has been substituted for the royal expenses.

This country was principally covered with low Dhak jungle, having a
desolate and barren aspect ; but, on approaching Indree, a tolerably large
and walled town, the land was well cultivated.

Here we entered the territories of the petty Sikh Chieftains, who hold
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the country between the rivers Jumna and Sutlej, under the protection
and partial control of the British government ; which, however, confines its
interference (as I believe) to suppressing the turbulent spirit, that impels
them incessantly to wage a petty warfare among themselves.

But, with all the attention that can be paid to this end, these restless
tribes are ever quarrelling; and constant appeals to arms, and frequent
bloodshed, are the consequence.

Their manners, too, are as rude and inhospitable as their natures:
proud and insolent, they are ever prompt to insult strangers who pass
through their country; and they do not spare individuals of the nation
that protects them, and which can punish as well as reward.

I cannot, however, appeal to experience in speaking on this subject ;
for I passed on wholly unmolested, as unmolesting; although it may be,
that the presence of a few horsemen of Skinner’s corps, who were with me,
induced a degree of respect, that might not have been paid had 1 been
wholly unattended.

The country continued fertile, though sandy : during this day’s journey,
which was thirty-six miles, we passed through the seemingly thriving town
of Rodore, a fortified place; and in the forenoon reached a small village
called Topra, where the tents were pitched.

At almost every village, several lofty round towers, much resembling
glasshouse furnaces, attracted observation ; which I discovered, on inquiry,
were intended for places of security, during the sudden and violent attacks
to which all villages and towns were formerly subject, from the turbulence
of the people; and it is said that these safety-keeps are still neither
unnecessary, nor occasionally unemployed.

In the calm of the evening, when the dust, set in motion during the
day, had somewhat subsided, the hills to the north were visible; and one
peak, lofty and covered with snow, was very conspicuous. The next
morning they were by far more distinct; indeed they seemed close at
hand, rising rugged and wild, to appearance in three ridges.

The country continued to be rich, fertile, and populous: we passed
several good villages to Seidoura, a considerable town, most of the houses
of which are built of brick; and there are many of those round towers
which were taken notice of in the march of the day before, as well as a fort

of some strength.
I
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‘The people, as we passed rapidly, contented themselves with staring
stupidly at us; but they looked surly and silent, offering no civility, and
as if they were well inclined to be insolent and troublesome if they dared.

From Seidoura to the hills, a distance called twelve coss, and which may
be about seventeen or eighteen miles, the road lies through a country very
similar to that of the former march ; sandy, but well cultivated ; and which
stretches on a perfect level, without the least undulation, to the very foot
of the hills, that rise from it, as rocks from the sea, sudden and rugged, the
boundary quite as sharply marked as between land and water.

We entered these hills by a watercourse nearly dry, which divides the
low ridge next the plain (that rising to a height of from 5 to 700 feet, runs
from Hurdwar, all the way to this point) from the rough and more lofty
range behind, on which Nahn is situated. This was called by the British
officers “ the pass of Moginund,” from a village of that name on one of the
near ridges. Here the army lay encamped for a few days.

The road soon crosses the watercourse, and ascends the opposite hill
by a various and winding route, crossing several rough chasms for some
miles, when it again descends into another watercourse.

Here the park of artillery, attached to the force before Jytock, was
formed. It may be five miles from the plains, and just at the foot of that
hill on which Nahn is situated.

The path from hence to that town gives the traveller the first true
foretaste of the country he is beginning to traverse; it is entirely a steep
and very rugged ascent, of so narrow and winding a nature, that I thought
it prudent to quit my horse, and rather trust to my own feet than to those
of an animal, in places where a slip would have been fatal ; and the width
was not such as to give space to recover lost footing.

Up this path, however, it was common for officers to ride ; and elephants,
camels, and bullocks, loaded with stores of provision and ammunition, found
their way to the encampment at Nahn.

Many of the carcasses of the camel and buffalo on the way-side attracted
the birds of prey ; they perished in a country so uncongenial to them ; but
the elephant slowly and securely carried up his load, mounting the high
hills, and making good his footing where even men had difficulty.

The heavy guns went by another road, scraped on the face of the rock,
far more perpendicular, and in appearance more difficult, but where fewer
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turnings gave the power of an even pull; and they were thus dragged up
by main force.

At length we reached Nahn, perched like a bird’s nest on the brow of
a rock, and widely overlooking the lower hills and the plains, till they
blended with the sky in the distance. The view, indeed, to one accustomed
to the sober, though rich monotony of the level plains of Hindostan, is
quite bewitching, and almost confounding.

Facing these lovely plains on the south, from which you are dmded by
the singular range of low hills before spoken of, the Kearda Dhoon, or
valley, extends on the left to the south-cast, deeply wooded but spotted
with cultivation. Beyond it, the Deyhra Dhoon is traced, till it melts
into distance ; to the northward of these arise the hills that retreat in wild
confusion, and form an amphitheatre around to the south-west, where they
bound, and are bounded by, the plains.

Turning to the north, this vast range of hills is seen, with the peak
and fort of Jytock rising from and terminating a rugged range; on part
of which the tents of our army werc seen, speckling the brown hills;
and beyond, snowy peaks bounded the landscape. Casting the eye nearer
home, the scene was not less warlike : when we reached the end of the
town where lay that part of the British army which occupied the position
of Nahn, the irregular ground was taken advantage of, whenever it
yielded space for a tent, and all the verge of the hill was spotted with
them.

Sepoys and European soldiers thronged the pathways; in some places
parading, recruits exercising, arms cleaning; in others, groups of officers
walking, or looking with glasses at the operations going on upon the
opposite ridge.

Here a brigade of guns, and the heavy cannon destined to batter the
enemy’s stockades; further on, a bazar well filled with provisions, and
crowded with soldiery purchasing their homely fare; camp followers of all
sorts, regular and irregular troops, highlanders and lowlanders, natives
and Europeans, crowded the place, and formed a moving and animated
picture, from the contemplation of which it required some effort to with-
draw, though sufficiently fatigued by a march of near forty miles, and
much requiring the necessary refreshments prepared for us at the tent of
a friend.

12
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Nahn is a small town, but the buildings are of stone, cemented
generally with lime; they are remarkably small, and all have flat roofs.
‘The effect of the whole at first is singular, giving a strange idea of
diminutiveness, like the abridgment of a town ; perhaps this is necessarily
produced by an unconscious comparison with the vast proportions of the
surrounding objects.

It is built on the crest of a hill, which is so uneven that the whole
forms a collection of petty ascents and descents. There is one principal
street, that, like the others, which are very confined and short, consists of
many small fligh!s of steps, into which they have been built and cut, to
the great convenience of the men, but by no means so of the cattle, horses
particularly, which animal indeed seems never to have been intended for
use in these regions.

There are few buildings worthy of notice in Nahn: the rajah’s palace
has a tolerably neat but not very remarkable appearance; and there are
no temples of much consequence or of any splendour to visit; it has,
however, for several years been in a state of decay, since the conquest of
the Ghoorkhas ruined all the country.

The hill on which it is situated is part of the north-western boundary
of the Kearda valley; and from this circumstance, when seen from the
plains, it appears to be on a second range of hills, which indeed is so far
the case, as the low hills that form the south-western boundary of the
Kearda intervene between it and the plains; but, as will afterwards
appear, there is no general division into separate or parallel ridges to be
detected in the arrangement of the hills in this country.

The height of that point on which the town is placed has been ascer-
tained by a series of calculations, which I have reason to think may be
depended on, to be 1950 feet above the level of the plains.
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CHAPTER VI

Jyrock, the fort to which Qazee Runjore-Sing-Thappa retreated when
he evacuated Nahn, and which was now besieged by the British army, is
situated on the lofty end of a ridge, distant from Nahn in a direct line
between two and three miles; and between it and that town there runs a
deep ravine, which occasions the road to wind so much that the distance
in travelling is nearly doubled.

The ridge extends, first, to the westward by a low neck to Blackhill, the
position of our chief camp; from thence in the same direction, and nearly
a mile distant, lies the elevated peak called Nownie, where there was a
British advanced post. At that point the ridge takes a turn to the north-
ward, and is lost in that which forms the southern bank of the Jelall river,
and from which in fact it springs.

Jytock has by the same course of observation been found to be 3600 feet
above the level of the plains; and Nownie is not inferior to it in height.

The face of the country around Nahn and Jytock is peculiarly rugged.
The hills all the way to the Girree river assume a crumbly and rocky
sharpness, rising into narrow sharp ridges and high peaks, that give a
striking character to the whole tract. This seems to arise from the nature
of their component parts. They are formed apparently of a hard stone,
very apt to crack and break in sharp irregular ridges, which on exposure
to the air easily bursts in small fragments, and then falls into dust ; it con-
sists, I think, of clay and sand, and is generally of a dusky brown colour, or
of a brownish grey-

This rock is covered with a thin crust of soil, which varies much in
thickness, and is probably formed, in great measure, of the decomposed
stone.

~ The exposure of this rock from the breaking of the crust which is
washed down by the heavy rains of summer, and which itself soon feels the
effects of the vicissitudes of the seasons, forms these sharp ridges (scarcely
affording room for footing), which are so wild and singular.
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The ravines that separate these hills have a not less savage character;
they exhibit great variety of rock and precipice, but not on so grand a
scale as where the rock is of a less mouldering nature. The soil that
covers the mountains is rich, and produces vegetation of much luxuriance
and variety, plenty of wood, impenetrable, or thinner so as to admit of
pasturing under them.

Here we first observed, in confirmation of a general observation already
made, that the northern exposure of the hills is the most wooded and
rough, whilst the southern is smoother and bare. This, however, does not
apply so perfectly to the first low hills that rise from the plain ; their crests
point in some measure to the north-west, but are smooth toward the north-
east, and covered with wood ; and viewed from the ridge at Blackhill, they
have a strong resemblance to a wave of the sea that has rolled by, pointing
its breaking crest in its onward direction to the south-west, but here and
there curling half backward to the north-west.

These low hills are all formed of a sandstone, quite different from those
on which Nahn and Jytock are placed; and the same description will
apply to them, I believe, all the way from Hurdwar to their termination
at the pass of Moginund.

The general line of the mountains is nearly north-west and south-east.
A small abrupt ridge rising from 500 to 750 feet in height, and extending
from three to six miles in breadth, runs next to the plains from Hurdwar
half-way to the Sutlej. This consists of sandstone, indurated clay, and
beds of rounded pebbles and gravel.

The next range of hills runs from 1500 to 5000 feet in height, with
sharp narrow crests, and consists of a very decomposable greyish brown
indurated clay, containing siliceous matter.

Just beyond this range rises a mountain of limestone, about 7000 feet
high. A large perennial stream marked the division between this range
and a mass of mountains, consisting almost entirely of varieties of schist,
with much mica, and veins with quartz.

Connected with these were observed a coarse sandstone, and a con-
glomerate of sand, mica, and gravel, ccmented by a white spar easily
frangible.

"As the snowy mountains were approached, rocks of white quartz were
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observed, and of a hard semi-transparent stone of many colours, red, yellow,
and greenish. :

On reaching the heart of the snowy mountains, the distant peaks ap-
peared to be stratified, and to dip to the north-east at an angle of about
forty-five degrees: for several thousand feet below their tops all vegetation
ceases, and no living thing is seen.

The returning route was for a considerable way along the bed of the
river Pabur, which rises among the depths of the Himala: in this bed
blocks of a peculiar kind of rock were found. The neighbouring rocks
were schist and limestone.

Another opportunity presented itself of viewing the summit of the
Himala from Jumnotree, which rises in two grand peaks, covered on the
south and south-east by perpetual snow, but showing a precipitous rocky
face towards the north-west.

The river Jumna was here traced to its source in a number of small
rills flowing from the snow, and collected in a pool at the bottom of a deep
slope. Nearly every sort of rock observed throughout the tour was found
here, particularly the rock before referred to as occurring in the bed of the
Pabur; and white quartz in veins intersected the general stratification.

From these veins a stream of hot water trickles, impregnated with cal-
careous matter, which it deposits on the surface of the rocks over which
it runs. |

There are no glaciers in any part of the snowy mountains, but a per-
petual frost appears to rest on their summits.

After descending into the bed of the Bhagiruttee, that river was also
traced nearly to its source. The glen through which it runs is deeper and
darker, and the precipices on either side far more lofty, than those forming
the bed of the Jumna. The rock in the neighbourhood of its source is
granitic, and containing black tourmaline.

To return to the country around Jytock and Nahn.

Much cultivation, wherever the ground admits of being worked,
speckles the sloping sides of these wooded mountains. It is entirely
effected by cutting those parts most adapted to the operation into a suc-
cession of terraces, rising above one another exactly like a flight of
steps, having a flat level surface, and a perpendicular face, in a manner
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that will hereafter be more particularly alludedto; and on the surface of
these the corn grows. A large proportion of the mountain sides is thus
seen carved into stripes, and exhibiting a very singular appearance.

Even where corn does not grow, the marks of former culture are
evident ; and the stranger’s eye, next to the sharp ridginess of the hills, is
attracted by the curious effect which this gives to their sides.

Villages, either inhabited or in ruins, abound all over them ; and,
could it be supposed that all these had ever been at the same time occu-
pied, it would give a strong impression of former populousness, and present
desolation : but the truth is, that as one place became exhausted, or as
inclination prompted, or as various accidents might determine them, the
people quitted one village, which fell into decay, and established them-
selves in another, which was new and flourishing.

True it is, that much devastation was made, and many districts were
depopulated by the severity of the conquerors ; but not to the degree that
might be presumed from appearances.

The villages are sometimes large, but oftener very mean.

The houses are flat roofed, built of stone, with wooden beams sup-
porting a terrace of stone and wood. Some are of two stories, but in
general they consist of one. They are very rudely constructed ; frequently
the side of the hill serves for one of the walls, whence beams, that are
fastened in it, project, and are supported by the external wall or front.

The doors are uncommonly small, so that a man must enter by the
head and shoulders, and drag the rest of his body after him. But with all.
this rudeness, I have been astonished to see the neatness within doors;
the floor is smooth, well swept, and clean; and the fire-place in the
middle is well contrived, although the smoke must annoy those who
are not accustomed to its effects. A few shelves are seen placed around,
and in some instances a little furniture of coarse construction may be
found.

The cows, their chief wealth, have always a respectable share of the
house, comfortable and dry; although they do not give them a much
larger opening through which to make their entrance and exit than they
allow themselves ; and I have sometimes admired the animals msmuatmg ,
themselves through so narrow an aperture.

vt
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These villages are often very pleasantly situated, and almost always
adorned with a few lemon or walnut trees, or, where they will grow, with
mango trees, that throw a grateful shade over the houses, and terraces
of stone built at their roots, yield a comfortable seat to the inhabitants
under their branches.

But these ornaments form a contrast with the discomfort dxsplayed in
other particulars; labouring under the disadvantage of ground so very
uneven, that paths cannot be made of easy access; and the presence of
incumbrances and nuisances, that might be removed if they took the
pains.

After the singularity of the appearance of the houses, the beauty of the
situation, and the few trees are admired, the rest of the scene, if it do not
excite disgust, at least does not interest.

The vegetable productions of these hills differ almost wholly from those
of the plains, as may indeed be supposed ; even the low range that bounds
them to the south is distinguished by the pine-trees, that spring among
ithe forest-trees met with in low situations; as we ascend other strangers
in the vegetable kingdom attract the eye of the traveller, and I much
regret that I cannot give a list of these. My own want of botanical
knowledge was not compensated by the presence of any better instructed
friend. I could only admire the beauty and variety so strikingly visible,
without being able to ascertain with accuracy the place these subjects
would occupy in a scientific arrangement.

At the time we were before Jytock, the season was not so favourable
to luxuriance of vegetation as afterwards during the rains. The grass was
long and rank, but brown and burnt up; but among it we took notice of
many old friends peeping from beneath: among others, more than one
species of the raspberry-bush and bramble, the strawberry, but of a very
worthless sort, trefoil or clover, many ferns, bushes of thorns and plums,
wild peach trees, a sort of crab-pear, and apple, and dog roses. A
quantity of different sorts of euphorbium covers the lower parts of the
hills, and much of the oleander adorns the watercourses. The pine-trees
grow to a great height and very respectable girth; they branch but little
till near the top, and then become bushy ; the leaves are long spikes, from
twenty to forty growing in a tuft, from small foot-stalks: they yield a

K
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considerable quantity of turpentine, and in their appearance approach a
medium between the Norway and. the stone pine.

Saul, Sisco, and Toon, and a great variety of other trees, with a
few of a peculiar sort of oak, are found in the forests that cover these
- hills.

Of animals, there are found in the two valleys of Deyrah and Kearda
much the same species as inhabit the plains; and, perhaps, these may also
extend a little farther into the more accessible parts of the hills.

Elephants are found and caught occasionally; and a portion of the
price of those thus taken form a source of revenue to the state.

Tigers abound, as well as leopards. Deer of various sorts are very
numerous. Wild hogs are not rare. Buffaloes are also, I believe, to be
seen; and the proportion of smaller animals, as jackals, foxes, hares, and
monkeys, is equal to that met with in the other parts of the upper pro-
vinces, which are full of jungle, and are little cultivated.

- The feathered race also is similar in quantity and description. Of game,
there are partridges, black and gray, and also of that species peculiar to
hilly districts, and known by the name of chuccore, (which it obtains from
its cry); jungle fowl, and more than one species of pheasant. Quails,
snipe, and aquatic fowl, sufficiently abundant.

As we entered the hills several of those that inhabit the warmer plains
disappeared, and other kinds were found, which will be afterwards described
in a general remark on the animals of the hills.

Many sorts, however, as the deer, wild hogs, jackals, monkeys, a few
leopards or tigers, with partridges, chuccores, and jungle fowl, are found
in almost every direction, even to the remotest regions on the skirts of the
Snowy Mountains.

Of domestic animals, the cow has precedency ; the horse is confined to
the skirts of the hills; goats and sheep are found every where; dogs
accompany, and are reared by their masters: there are few or no wild or
Paria dogs. In so poor a country, where the inhabitants themselves have
difficulty in subsisting, food cannot suffice to encourage a breed of animals
of this nature, which are so commonly found all over the East, where
victuals are plenty, and the rejected offals support them amply.

The inhabitants of the country surrounding the capital, and the districts
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in its vicinity, are not calculated to excite much interest either from
character or appearance. Generally speaking, they are contemptible in size,
mean in aspect, cringing in address; their intellect appears degraded, and
their ignorance almost brutal.

Those of a rank which has afforded them the means of acquiring a very,
circumscribed knbwledge of the world, and with it some ease of manner in
their behaviour, still create disgust by the servile humility whlch they
display to those whom they deem their superiors in power.

The higher class of peasantry (here denominated zemindars) with a -
still greater absence of all polish, are marked by the same contemptible
weakness and meanness, the same disposition to falsehood and deceit, so
strongly apparent in the higher orders; and the lower class of labourers
seem depressed in mental qualification nearly to a level with the beasts of
the field.

Their stature is almost universally diminutive. When an individual of
larger body and greater height is met with, it is as we see persons of Her-
culean mould in other parts of the world, forming an exception to the
general rule.

‘They are, however, remarkably stout, and compactly made; thelr
limbs, particularly their legs and thighs, are uncommonly muscular in pro-
portion to their size, and their general strength, especially in carrying
burthens, is very great. Their early habits will account for this: accus-
tomed from their youth to climb these steep hills, their muscles strengthen
and enlarge, and the bracing cold of their climate confirms the effect of
this education. Comparing their strength in this way with that of the
inhabitants of the plains, far their superiors in size, it is really surprising.
The common load for a man in these parts is thirty seer, or about sixty
pounds weight; and this, with the addition probably of several pounds
of coarse flour for his own consumption, besides his clothes, &ec. he
will carry with sufficient ease along the roughest roads, up the steepest
ascents, and down the most dangerous declivities. Those who possess
superior strength will carry far more; all will, thus loaded, continue a
march from twelve to fifteen miles a day up and down these rugged
mountains.

The colour of these people, like that of their neighbours in the plains,
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is found of every shade, from dark brown or black to a tawny yellow, and
in a few instances they approach to white. .

Whatever the original colour may be, those exposed to severe labour
and the effects of the sun speedily become dark.

Their hair is black, and they commonly wear it long at the sides and
back of the head, hanging down about the ears, where it is cut round;
the crown is often shaven bare; they all wear mustachios, and their own
black beard, which they seem to consider a great ornament, and cherish
with much care.

The general cast of their countenance is Hindoo, but they seldom
possess the softness and even intelligence that may be considered a marked
characteristic of the Hindoo physiognomy. Their eyes are sunk deep into
the head, commonly of a black, but often of gray and other colours. The
nose is prominent, sharp, and inclined to aquiline; the forehead high and
round, the cheekbones high, the chin long, and the whole visage long and
spare, much drawn into wrinkles at the corners of the eyes and brows,
from great exposure to the sun; in short, the countenance exhibits ant
habitual grin.

The dress of this people is very simple: that of the middling class
consists of the common jacket of cotton, ending in skirts, which are shorter
than usual, more full and puckered up into folds than the Hindoo
“ ungurca” (a sort of gown or long skirted coat that forms the common
Hindoo dress in the upper provinces), tied round the waist, and reaching
to the knee, something like the Scotch highland philibeg ; under these are
worn a pair of cotton trowsers ; around the shoulders they wrap a piece of
cotton cloth in a manner resembling the Scotch plaid, which when the sun
is hot they throw also over the head, but the usual covering for the head
is only a dirty skullcap of cotton, beneath which their wild locks and hard
features look forth in savage guise. Such is their warm weather clothing.
When it is colder they exchange their cotton trowsers for a pair of thick
coarse woollen drawers, and wrap a blanket round them, with which when
it rains they also envelope the head. :

The poorer sort, who can hardly procure such costly raiment, content
themselves with a coarse blanket, and a small cloth round the middle.
Many of these I have seen so wild and ragged, that they seemed scarcely



THE HIMALA MOUNTAINS. 69

human. The superior classes of nobles and chiefs dress much in the
common fashion of Hindostan, but affect the Sikh turban, which being
wrapt snugly round the head in many folds, towers in a round point to a
great height in front.

Arms are not common; it formed a part of the Ghoorka policy to
disarm the natives of the states they subdued, and few were admitted to
the privilege of carrying any weapon.

When the country was raised, it was necessary to furnish with arms:
the soldiers who presented themselves for service. The people now sup-
plied themselves as they could with swords, knives, matchlocks, bows and
arrows, or Ghoorka cookrees, but-they were deficient both in arms and in
the knowledge of their use; those, however, who could procure them,
always wore a sword, a shield, and a small axe (called daugrah), or a
cookree.

The women are in general more prepossessing in appearance than the
men ; their stature is better in proportion, and their features far more de-
licate and regular, with much. of the pleasing Hindoo softness in youth.
They are commonly fair, varying in colour from a mild yellow to a slight
shade of brown; but labour and exposure to the sun and storm soon
destroy all dehcacy of feature, colour, and all vestiges of beauty, leaving
while yet young in years a wrinkled sallow visage.

The strong habitual jealousy so prevalent over the east does not seem
to have power here. That plan of seclusion so universally practised
by Asiatics, which shuts the women from the eyes of all but one, is here
not adopted. The females appear abroad as unreservedly as the men ; and
far from flying at the sight of strangers, they will remain and converse,
showing no other feeling than the occasional shyness natural to all un-
educated women introduced to the presence of persons they never saw
before. On several occasions, when we had approached the place they
were in, I have seen them continue occupying themselves with their
household concerns, and even give the breast to their children as if none
were by.

That this state of freedom proceeds from enlightened motives, no one
judging by analogy with their other habits can suppose. As eastern
female seclusion is the effect of gloomy and tyrannical jealousy, and the
wantonness of luxury and power; so, when these latter are not present to
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operate, and poverty checks the madness of passion, the inconvenience of
such a custom will prevent its adoption, and the common course of nature
will not be counteracted. -

Females are valuable as labourers, and thus escape imprisonment. The
natives do not possess that keenly sensitive and unoccupied mind which
usually becomes a prey to jealousy.

They are too gross, too little accustomed to mental exercise; and the
small portion of forethought they have is too completely occupied in pro-
viding for the subsistence of the day, and the absolute necessaries of life,
to admit of a feeling so refined as jealousy.

So far are they indeed from any such tincture, that chastity, it is to be
feared, is a virtue little known, and less valued ; and this will seem the less
strange when their customs regarding marriage come to be known, and
particularly one of a most singular and revolting nature, which in fact
establishes to a certain degree among them a sort of community of wives.

It is usual for a family of four or five brothers to marry and possess
the same woman at the same time, who thus becomes the wife in common
to all : of this usage a full account will be given hereafter ; but the general’
ideas regarding female virtue may be inferred from the admission of a
practice so disgusting. )

The dress of the females is quite the same as that of the Hindoos
in the plains: a short wrapper, or coortee, covers the shoulders and breast ;
a petticoat is tied around the waist, and a do-putta, or long piece of cloth,
is wrapt around the head, shoulders, and bosom, like a shawl, in various
and elegant shapes. These habiliments are fabricated of cotton, plaih,
coloured, or striped, and are manufactured in, and procured from, the low
country. Ornaments are here as much affected as usual among the softer
sex, and they procure all sorts to the extent of their ability.

- The women of the poorer class wear any kind of dress they can get,
and claim no description of peculiar costume. Indeed among them, at
times, are seen creatures of extraordinary appearance, to the full as wild
and savage as the men; and we have frequently, while strolling past or
through a village, come upon a being of the female gender, whose ap-
pearance made it difficult to class her with any known genus of animal.

The religion these people profess is Hindooism ; but their practice
is chiefly confined to the superstitious belief in, and adoration of, an
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endless number of imaginary powers (which never had a place in any faith
till they received one from these ignorant beings), and in the partial
observances of cast, and other common Hindoo prejudices. :

- The common and established Hindoo deities are acknowledged and
held sacred, and there are temples to their worship ; but the powers,
good and evil, with which the superstitious imagination of the « Paharia,”
or mountaineer (from “ pahar,” a hill), has peopled every hill, every grove,
and every dell, are far more commonly the object of his fervent and fearful
devotion.

In short, the religion, wild as it is among its most enlightened pro-
fessors in the plains, is perverted and metamorphosed in the hills to a
degree of such superior confusion, that it quite defies all order or com.
prehension.

The Paharia pays his adoration to the cow, protects it, and uses it
well. He will not sell one except to a Hindoo, and refused many of the
British. officers who offered him gold for these holy animals merely for the
sake of their milk. But he works it hard, as all his countrymen do, using
it in the laborious departments of agriculture, as plowing, treading out
the grain, &ec.

The same detail of casts is found as in the plains. There is no scarcity
of brahmins, who here, as in other places, take excellent care of themselves.

Almost every one calls himself a Rajpoot, save those who honestly
confess to inquirers that they are coolies, that is, of the lowest class;
“ chumars,” or persons who strip the skins from carcasses, and who are also
shoemakers.

In short, the detail of the people in the country under consideration,
as far as we saw it in the vicinity of Nahn, was very similar to what may
- be met with among other petty Hindoo states where Mahomedanism has
not obtained a firm footing. )

The origin of these people no doubt forms a curious subject of inquiry.
- Were they a race that from a very ancient period inhabited the hills, and
perhaps sent their superabundance to people the plains, and fill up the
country in the vicinity of their mountains? if so, whence did they
originate ? from what direction did they come? or, are the present de-
graded inhabitants of the mountains only the refuse of the plains which
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were first peopled ? These are questions, however interesting, on which so
few lights can in all probability be obtained, that they are hkely to rest in
obscurity for ever.

The fact of their religion and language being similar to those in use
among their neighbours of the plains does not appear to bear any weight on
either side, for these may be of comparatively late adoption ; and there are
no records, and very little tradition, to light us to the transactions even of
the latest period of their history. Beyond the memory of man (and in
perhaps some instances of a few generations back) there is little in this
part of the country to guide us.

In the records of the states of Gurhwal and Kumaoon, mdeed, there
are notices of dates, old in comparison with the known events of other
places, but very recent when referred to as 1llustratmg the remote history
of an aboriginal people.

Itis natural that, on this side the Snowy Mountain’s barrier, the features,
language, religion, and manners of the inhabitants should partially assi-
milate to those of the most powerful neighbours with whom intercourse is
held ; but this intercourse has not been so great as to carry such a simi-
larity to any very considerable extent, and there does not seem to be the
least trace near the plains of any other language or features than those
described, which are undoubtedly Hindoo..

That the scene of the great drama of Hindoo mythology, the theme
of the holy books of the Shasters, should be laid in these mountains,
argues nothing. If indeed the Brahminical religion was at a very distant
era introduced into Hindostan, by a race who subdued by their arms, or
gained power by their wisdom, they might well at a period that now defies
research, and mocks at tradition or historical notice, place their holiest
temples and secrets in the difficult if not inaccessible regions of the north,
where mystery added awe to the reverence which they exacted and re-
ceived for their deities. Mahadeo could not be more sublimely inthroned
than in the recesses of Himala.

The most probable supposition is, surely, that the mountains by degrees
received their population from the plains; that those who were weak and
oppressed in times of turbulence and tumult retired to the skirts of the
hills, and were succeeded and pushed on by others in a similar predicament
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from time to time, till at length the whole tract, uninviting as it is in ap-
pearance, was pervaded and peopled. Curiosity and desire of gain, or the
wish to find more fertile pastures for their flocks, might first entice persons
to explore the dangerous passages through the hills, till at last they were
penetrated from each side. A partial admixture might have taken place
between the Tartars on the one side and the Hindoos on the other; but
the nature of the country formed too great an obstacle to its extending
to any great degree. It will afterwards appear that this seems to have
been the case; but I am too ill qualified in every way to attempt more
than to state the subject of query; and, far from appreciating the proofs
-on either side the question, have neither science nor means of observation
sufficient to detect and bring them into notice ; I must therefore leave the
field to abler explorers. :

The boundaries of Sirmore, in which Nahn and Jytock are situated,
have already been loosely mentioned, and a more particular idea of the
country will be obtained by a glance at the map which accompanies these
pages. _

The state is divided into twenty-seven purgunnahs, of which a list is
given in the appendix: of these the valley called the Kearda-Dhoon is the
only one capable of being fully and richly cultivated, as it is a level tract
running from the river Jumna westward, nearly to the foot of the hill on
which' Nahn is situated, and is contained between the small ridge of hills
that run along the plain and the first of the loftier mountains.

Although among the remaining divisions there are tracts, which, con-
sidering local circumstances, are rich and populous; yet these are insulated
and small in proportion to the vast space that is incapable of cultivation,
mountainous and wild, like that already deseribed, and which will fall under
notice in the ensuing pages during the detail of my journeys.

The revenues could never have been very large, and the depopulation
and ruin, that have been spread over the land by the Ghoorkha conquerors,
must have reduced it very greatly. In fact, the total annual amount
of land revenue which the Nepilese government drew from Sirmore never
exceeded 85,000 rupees, exclusive of the petty states dependent on it,
which were separately assessed. But this must have been a small portion
of what the country once yielded. The Kearda-Dhoon alone, which in

L -
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the hands of the Ghoorkhas never yielded above 1500 rupees per annum,
is said in former times to have given from thirty to forty thousand rupees,
independent of the customs on transit goods, and the usual dues of the
crown on the capture of wild elephants, which amounted to one-fourth of
their value, -

- It would not be fair, however, to presume, that the deterioration of
realizable revenue over the whole of the country has kept pace with that
experienced in the Kearda-Dhoon. This place, from its far greater
facilities for cultivation, was susceptible of proportionate improvement or
decay ; the rest of the country does not offer a subject for so heavy a dif-
ference in value ; and any similar diminution must have reduced its returns
to almost nothing. But the actual decline of the revenues of the country
is enormously and evidently great, and proved by the general appearances
of desolation visible to the traveller, as well as by the result of inquiry and
investigation.

With the state of their military power, and the number and efficiency
of the troops that they could raise before they were subjected to the
power of Nepal, I am not much acquainted. It was not, as we under-
stand, very formidable; consisting chiefly of temporary levies raised for
occasional service, each chief of a district bringing with him his followers,
and the petty tributary states yielding their quota at the command of
their superior. That the number, however, of this collection must have
been considerable will appear from this, that the tributary state of Joobul
alone was understood to be capable of furnishing 2000 hardy soldiers, and
its extent is trifling compared with that of Sirmore, not perhaps amounting
to more than one-fifth of that state. _

These men could not boast of much discipline, nor were they well or
regularly armed. The greater number carried bows and arrows, and axes,
whilst only the chosen troops wielded swords, or were supplied with
matchlocks. :

The states over which Sirmore claims a tributary authority are, Joobul,
Ootrock, Rutes, Bulsum, Raten, Seelee, Saree.

But it was a superiority that could not always be established, and the
degree of vassalage varied with the power of enforcing it.

Other states even occasionally asserted the right to demand tribute
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claimed by it, and according as the power of these preponderated was
the claim adjusted.

Bischur and Gurwhal, each in turn stepped forward to prefer their own
right to feodal superiority, and many and bloody were the wars occasioned
by the desire of establishing this disputed title, barren as it was of every
thing that could repay the waste of blood it occasioned. Even the chief-
tain of the smaller state, when he happened to be more ambitious or inde-
pendent in his principles than common; and when the protecting state
was weakened, perhaps by asserting the right to control him, would rise
and resist, and endeavour to establish that right, which he too thought he
had to liberty, by force of arms. He was seldom successful, for sooner or
later one or other of the primary states poured in its strength, and, over-
whelming the puny rebel, reduced his small state to subjection again.

Soon after the conquest of Gurwhal, Sirmore also fell under the Ghoorkha
tyranny. The reigning prince was a bad and a weak man ; and, I believe,
from a principle of revenge on some of his neighbours, whom he felt himself
too weak or too fearful to attack, he gave encouragement to the common
enemy to attempt the taking possession of the country: thus he lost his
own crown, and the whole country fell through his treachery.

The Ghoorkas proved hard and grinding masters. The old families,
who were attached to the ancient hereditary government, they banished
or dispersed; and they created new officers to fill the different posts of
trust, who were devoted to their service, and whose interest it was that the
old dynasty should never be revived.

In many instances the chief zemindars were carried away from their
farms and families as hostages for the peace of a district ; and frequently
such persons, when suspected of a wish to change masters, were put to
death. Such severity naturally produced a great change in the national
character, and particularly in the more accessible parts of the country near
the plains, and around the capital, where the subjugation was more com-
plete. All enthusiasm, all appearance of love for liberty was destroyed ;
the people became reckless, broken spirited, bowed to the dust, and subdued
in mind as in body. "

The farther north, the farther removed from the seat of government,
the more did the latent symptoms of anxiety to throw off the yoke evince

.themselves.
L2
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The first that moved and took a decided part in the English cause
were the men of Jounsar. This district, wild and rugged in an eminent
degree where all is wild, possesses advantages, particularly in a military
point of view, that might have been of high importance, had any attempt
at a junction taken place between the forces of Ummr Sing Thappa and
Runjore Sing his son.

The only practicable roads for an army traversing the interior of this
country from east to west lie through this tract, and it commands the
chief fords upon the Touse and Jumna. It lies between these rivers,
stretching from their junction at Kalsee far to the north-east, till bounded
by the district of Rewaeen in Gurwhal. Though wild and apparently a
mass of very lofty mountains, it conceals in their bosoms much fine cul-
tivation, whilst its impregnable nature may entitle it to be considered as
forming the main strength of Sirmore.

The people of this district were the first to take arms in support of the
British and their own cause, and to expel their conquerors. In many
instances they harassed the enemy: and on the occasion of Bhulbhudder
Sing’s retreat from Jountgurh to Jytock, a party of them hung on his rear,
and came to a partial engagement whilst passing the Touse, in which, had
they been supported by the regulars, who were too far in the rear, they
would have cut off the enemy’s detachment.

Nearly 1000 men were inlisted into the irregular corps from this part
of the country.

Those of the purgunnabhs, Palwe, Puchad, Sein, Rajegurh, and Mornee,
lying beyond the Touse, were the next to evince their desire of liberty.
They rose against their oppressors, joining the men of Jounsar and the
irregular troops which were furnished by the British, and exposed them-
selves to the wrath of the enemy even before the power of our arms was
fully manifested to their apprehension.

-~ They suffered in many instances from this open conduct, partlcularly
on the retreat of Bhulbhudder Sing, who burnt and plundered several
villages. :

Many anxious letters did these people wnte for assistance, encouraging
the advance of troops, which it was then not deemed advisable to send. A
few of those letters, with some intercepted ones from Runjore Sing to
them, threatening vengeance if they swerved from their allegiance, as
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being the fairest proofs of the tone of mind in which those people were,
are inserted in the appendix.

Joobul next sent forth a few; but the great bulk of that state, and
the remainder of Sirmore, remained in heartless inaction. The usual
engines of eastern policy (perhaps a more extended sphere of operation
may be allowed them) were employed, sowing dissension and discord
through all the land ; so that unanimity and co-operation were out of the
question. Even in the well disposed districts this unhappy state of things
prevailed, and palsied all attempt at operations of importance.

The behaviour of the chiefs of the country and of the relatives, nay,
even the members of the royal family, when urged to. exert themselves,
and when troops were put in their offer to command, was highly dis-
creditable and even pusillanimous. |

The conduct of the ex-rajah had even made some districts absolutely
inimical and active against any measures that favoured his restoration.

The divisions of Laddee and Kangrah on the Jumna, opposite to Kalsee,
had suffered from the rajah. In consequence of their delinquency he had
severely punished their faults, and the whole district resented this exercise
of absolute power. The same people had met with high favour from
Runjore Sing; they consequently were devoted to him, and threw every
obstacle in the way of our success. None of the inhabitants of these
purgunnahs came in, though repeatedly invited ; and the assistance they
afforded to Bhulbhudder Sing in his passage through Jounsar, and across
the river Touse, was of great importance to him.

The name of the ex-rajah is Kurrum-Purgass. He is a man of violent
passions, no judgment, and much cruelty. His government was generally
odious to the people, and he would in all probability have lost his crown
and life had not the Ghoorkha invasion thus rudely put an end to the
dynasty. He has a son yet a minor, and many relations, none of whom
have proved themselves worthy of being intrusted with authority.

Of the origin of the royal family of Sirmore I know nothing. Almost
all the chiefs of the larger hill states are originally of low country extrac-
tion ; probably soldiers of fortune, more able and politic than the mass of
hill chieftains, who have had power to gain a footing, and art to maintain
it when gained; and to consolidate into one powerful government a

portion of the vast number of ever-changing petty states, which seem of
old to have divided the hills.
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Of the former history of Sirmore we could learn little ; since its exist-
ence as a state, it has been continually governed by a rajah in the same
way as other Hindoo states, with officers of the usual description and ranks
under him; and the system of collecting its revenues has been the same,
viz. by amildars stationed throughout the different districts, who received
the assessment, which over the whole country was fixed at one half the
‘produce of all land cultivated.

The seat of government was fixed at Nahn and I do not recollect that
we saw or heard of any royal residence besides in the whole country.
There are several forts and strong places scattered over it besides Jytock, -

as Birab, Mornee, Hurrypoor, and Chandpoor, which shall be noticed as
they occur in the narrative of our journey.



i

THE HIMALA MOUNTAINS. . 79

CHAPTER VIIL

RESUMPTION OF THE CAMPAIGN BEFORE JYTOCK
SINCE 5th FEBRUARY. :

THE progress of the campaign in general, and the chief operations in
this quarter, have been detailed in the first part.

After the fall of General Gillespie, and the unfortunate failure before
Kalunga, the war advanced but slowly.

This event had a seriously unhappy operation on the minds of the
people of the hill states; and there was no brilliant exploit either about
the same time or soon after to raise the hopes of the desponding, to fix
the wavering or timid, or produce an alteration in the feelings and conduct
of those who were hostilely inclined.

The natives, too, from the time that elapsed before active measures were
resumed throughout the country, conceived an idea that the conquest of
the Deyhra-Dhoon was our only object, and not the entire expulsion of
the Nepalese forces from the whole country; and without a certainty of
our future intentions they would not come forward to assist us, or rise and
take arms in the cause. '

Although Kalunga too was evacuated after the second bloody assault
and desperate defence, yet we might be considered to have sustained a
second repulse; whilst the escape of Buhlbhudder Sing from the place,
though surrounded by so large a force, and his retreat to Jountgurh, was
rather looked upon as a trait of distinguished bravery and of able general-
ship, indicating a plan to concentrate the Ghoorka forces into one part of
the country, and thus wait for the strong reinforcements that were said to
be arriving from the eastward, after having maintained himself as long as
was required in the place, whence our efforts had at last driven him.

About this time, however, three or four of the principal landholders,
who had more faith, and probably more experience of the real power of
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the British arms, did come over; and the country they thus placed at our
disposal was of importance, as through it lay the chief road from Sreenuggur
to the westward.

They were useful in bringing in supplies, and furnishing carriage for
necessaries and stores, and facilitating in various ways their passage from
place to place, rather than in any actual opposition to the enemy.

Of this they were themselves aware, and many letters received from
them and others, in answer to invitations to come over to us, express their
readiness to assist the advance of the British troops, and their happiness
at their approach, but also their inability, actively or independently, to
annoy the Ghoorkhas.

It was at this period that we began seriously to feel the want of means
for distressing the enemy, and for aiding our own cause by various less
important enterprises, such as cutting off small bodies and foraging parties,
giving safe conduct to convoys of our own, protecting the friendly dis-
tricts from the enemy’s vengeance, and raising the spirits of the well
disposed but timid; duties which, however useful and even necessary,
would have worn out and harassed regular troops in an intolerable
manner, besides employing a larger number than could be spared from
regular duty.

This gave rise to the measure of forming a light irregular corps, to be
raised chiefly among the highlanders of these friendly districts, the old
soldiers and dependents of the ex-rajah, to whom arms were distributed,
and native officers attached, chiefly their countrymen.

They were found useful, and the levies grew, and formed a temporary

“addition to the army, easily raised and soon reducible; and the species of
straggling warfare that was necessarily pursued gave considerable scope
for their services, which, though not to be much relied on in cases of
importance and danger, were in many instances very desirable.

Sometime afterwards a body of Mewatties was employed : people ac-
customed to a desultory warfare like this among their own hills, which
however were not so rugged or lofty as these they were now to serve in.

As farther increase was deemed necessary, Sikhs, Highlanders, Patans,
and soldiers of fortune of all nations were mhsted till the number at
length was augmented to full 7000 men.

On troops thus hastily raised, formed of so many nations, casts, and
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characters, little reliance could be placed ; and it will appear that the conse-
quence, as was to be expected, was frequent disappointment and disgrace.

Still they had their use; and when the time and circumstances in
which they were raised is considered, the greatest allowance should and
will be made. Had the success of the affairs in which they were engaged,
and their behaviour in general, depended on example and command, it
would not have been doubtful ; for they were placed under an officer, whose
personal character, for conduct and gallantry, might have inspired them
with corresponding ardour and confidence ; who merits the greatest praise
for the incessant attention he paid to render them efficient ; and who, had
the materials he had to work with been more congruous and sterling,
would no doubt have reaped as much honour and satisfaction as he has
on various occasions, from their worthlessness, most undeservedly suffered
mortification and pain.

After the evacuation of Kalunga, and the retreat of Bhulbhudder Sing,
the British army, re-entering the plains, proceeded along the skirts of the
hills towards Nahn, and arrived at the entrance of the pass of Moginund
on the 19th of February. ’

The progress of the army towards the town of Nahn, the evacuation
of that place by the enemy, and the occupation of it by the British troops,
have already been adverted to.

Early in December, the fortress of Birat in the Jounsar district was
evacuated by the enemy; this was chiefly occasioned by the revolt of the
people of that district from the Ghoorkha power, which was the first open
movement of any consequence in our favour. By this event the whole
of Jounsar was freed from the enemy, from Calsee to near the Snowy
Mountains.

But there were still circumstances, that occasioned a distrust of our
final intentions in the mind of the natives. A body of the enemy, formed
by part of the fugitive garrison of Kalunga, a few men from Sreenuggur,
and others from Nahn, under some officers of distinction, and perhaps
joined by the garrison of Birat, were not only allowed to establish them-
selves at the fort of Chumoon (which overawes a considerable district
to the eastward of Jounsar between the Jumna and the Bhagiruttee),
but were permitted to remain there unmolested by the British troops,

M
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although it perhaps appeared to them that the enemy might have been
easily driven from that post, his place occupied, the country on this side
the Bhagiruttee thus freed, and the bridge over the river so destroyed, that
no troops could cross it without a delay and difficulty, that would have
rendered it easy to oppose them.

This act would, in their opinion, have given proof of the sincerity of
the proclamations that were issued from the British camp, of our resolution
to expel the Ghoorkha power, and free the whole country.

That such were the sentiments of the people is incontestably proved
by several letters, written from the head men of various districts to the
natives in attendance on the British camp. Several pieces of information
were communicated, and strong hints were given of what they conceived
to be the best course to pursue; but it appears that their views did not
coincide with those of the British commanders. A few of these letters are
inserted in the appendix, that the continuity of the narrative may not be
interrupted.

Whilst the army lay in the plain below Nahn, ten of the principal in-
habitants of the district of Jounsar, who were confined in that town,
escaped to the protection of the British, and were immediately sent to
their own homes, to further the rising of the people there.

From their account there was reason to believe that the inhabitants of
Joobul, and the petty states around it, were anxious to rise and assist the
British to dispossess their late conquerors; and much information was
otherwise gained respecting the roads that lead from east to west, through
the country between the plains and the Snowy Hills.

From its nature as thus described, it was thought by some that a
strong line might have been carried across the whole hilly district,
stretching from Jytock over the Choor range through Joobul, crossing the
river Pabur at Raeengurh, and leaning upon Unhoul on the river Touse.
Such a line would have totally separated the Ghoorkha forces into two
parts, and have cut off all communication between Ummr Sing Thappa at
Malown, and Irkee and Sreenuggur; whilst having to the south-eastward
the friendly and impregnable country of Jounsar, and no want of neces-
saries, our forces might, if pressed on, have fallen back without difficulty, or
advanced with a certainty of support from their rear. Thus they would



THE HIMALA MOUNTAINS. 83

have straitened the resources of the Ghoorkha commander to the west-
ward, in a way that would at all events have strongly operated on his
apprehensions, and on the spirit of his people, and even have reduced him
to the necessity of attempting to force a retreat.

But this plan was not thought expedient, as it seems, by the authorities
in command, for no movements in consonance with its spirit were under-
taken.

The failure of the attempt to make a lodgement on two points near the
fort of Jytock on the 27th of December was followed by a long period of
cessation from active measures in this quarter. Meantime, the unsuccessful
movement under Major Baldock to dislodge the enemy from Jountgurh
and Chumoon, and the advance of Bhulbhudder Sing across Jounsar into
Laddee and Palwa, with inferior force in the face of the detachment,
operated very unfavourably on the minds of the inhabitants of the hills,
for it was considered as a proof of the activity, power, and decision of the
enemy; and the men of the district of Kangrah, by whose co-operation
the movement was facilitated, were confirmed in their allegiance to the
Ghoorkha government, by which they had always been favoured.

Even several of the chieftains of the Palwa district, who had evinced
favourable sentiments towards us, went over to the enemy, and the dis-
positions of the men of Joobul were again rendered wavering and un-
certain. Those of Poonur, however, (a district of Joobul, that will afterwards
be adverted to), without thinking of consequences, massacred thetroops
that were stationed among them, for the purposes of collecting the revenue,
and freed themselves at once from the Ghoorkha yoke.

About the middle of February, Bhulbhudder Sing entered the fort of
Jytock with his detachment.

It being understood, also, that a reinforcement of troops under the
command of Azumber Punt Qazee had been detached by Ummr Sing
Thappa to the assistance of Runjore Sing his son, and that they were near
at hand on their way to reinforce Jytock, Lieut. Young, who commanded
the irregulars, was sent with a body of these troops, amounting to about
1400 men, with the view of intercepting them on their way across the
Sine range.

The force consisted of various small bodies, who neither knew nor had
confidence in each other, and had very little bravery to induce them to
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expose themselves to danger. The consequence was a total defeat of the
whole detachment at Chinal-gurh (a village on the Sine mountain) by the
Ghoorkha force under Azumber Punt, who triumphantly, and with very
little loss, pursued his way, and entered Jytock without further mo-
lestation *.

The scene of actiop lay in our route, and in its own place is more
particularly described.

Among the deserters from the Ghoorkha camp, who subsequently
inlisted themselves into British pay, I met with one in particular who had
been concerned in this affray, and his account of it was interesting. When
they saw the largeness of the party that were sent against them, they had
little hope of forcing their way, or indeed of escape from so superior a
force.

In a council of war, which was held in the evening, an old soubahdar
gave it as his advice that they should attempt to force their way sword in
hand, trusting little to the musquet or matchlock, but charging with
drawn swords after a volley or two. His advice was followed, and they
found their account in it : for, more accustomed than the Sikhs or Mowatties
to the irregular and rough ground which formed the field of battle, they:
kept their footing when the others lost theirs, or were out-breathed. The
old soubahdar, the cause of their victory, unfortunately fell by the first
fire. His son came anxiously up to see how he fared, but he covered his
wound with his clothes, said it was slight, and urged his son onward with
his men: he soon expired. Such men could not but conquer.

* Azumber Punt Qazee had only 400 men with him.

Our irregulars left of their number 180 dead on the spot, upwards of 100 came badly wounded
into camp, and the number of missing and deserters was very great; no doubt many of the missing
were killed by the enemy, or by falling over the precipices, of which the hill is almost entirely
formed.

Such are the fatal effects of a total absence of discii)line, and of the confidence so necessary to
exist in a body of troops on service. These men collected on the exigency of the moment, in
small bodies, from different casts, religions, and nations, suddenly united, ignorant of each other,
of course without mutual confidence, were no sooner charged by a resolute, compact, well cemented
enemy, than they yielded to the shock, and fled panic-struck. Nor was there the same motive to
spirited attack or resistance in these heterogeneous irregulars, who merely served for bread, as in
the Ghoorkhas, who fought for existence, and for the existence of their nation, with genuine
patriotism.
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The irregulars, however, were not always thus defeated. A party of
870, who were detached to a post in Sine, called Becherkabagh, were
attacked and surprised by 300 chosen men of the garrison of Jytock, whom
they repulsed and beat, and then charging with the sword, killed on the
spot twenty-five of the number.

But the disaster of the 21st of February gave rise to a determination
not to employ the irregulars in the field against the enemy, but to make
use of them in minor duties, such as harassing them by consuming their
supplies, preventing their foraging in small parties, holding fortified places,
taking charge of escorts, and even aiding the regular troops by acting in
parties on their flanks.

A detachment of the army under Major Ludlow had now occupied
Blackhill, a high peak on the same range as Jytock, distant from it some-
what more than two miles; and soon after Nownie was taken possession
of, forming the advanced post of the army to the westward.

A further detachment had reinforced Major Ludlow from Nahn, and
ground was taken in front of Blackhill, part of the camp was formed on a
lower eminence, and mortars established to annoy the enemy’s advanced
posts with occasional shells; but cannon of a larger size than the battalion
guns had been deemed necessary to batter down the stockades erected by
the enemy, and eighteen-pounders were ordered up from the park of
artillery. -

The conveyance that had been used for bringing up the smaller guns
and mortars would not answer for these; the former, with their ammuni-
tion, had been carried up with ease and safety by those admirable ani-
mals the elephants. But it was now necessary to form a road by which
the larger guns might be dragged up by main strength from the park
below.

This had been done already as far as the town of Nahn, and the ground
they were dragged over, the precipices they were hauled up during that
operation, were enough to excite wonder ; but these obstacles were not to
be compared with the difficulty of the country, and the length of the way
they had to encounter in the construction of a road from Nahn to Battery-
hill. During the space of six weeks while this was going on the army
continued at rest. :

The season was adx\'ancing, and the enemy far from abating in con-



86 NOTES ON THE HILLS AT THE FOOT OF

fidence ; indeed the successive fortunate enterprises of Bhulbhudder Sing
and Azumber Punt had inspired them greatly with that feeling, and they
assured themselves of their having power to force a retreat to the east or to
the west whenever necessity should appear to dictate such a measure.

A retreat to the northward, into Joobul or Bischur, would have placed
the British in an awkward predicament ; for it would have been exceed-
ingly difficult to have followed them with baggage and provisions, or even
light artillery, with its ammunition; whilst the carriage of heavy guns .
would have almost amounted to an impossibility ; yet there were no means
taken to prevent the enemy from adopting such a measure.

It was, however, an object of some consequence to become acquainted
with the real sentiments of the inhabitants of the more northern districts;
particularly of those of Joobul: and for this purpose, during this inactive
period, the gentleman who accompanied the army as political agent
undertook a journey towards that quarter.

He was accompanied by about 400 or 500 irregular troops, and a
young officer of engineers volunteered to accompany him. -

They left the camp upon the 8d of March, and, crossing the mountains
of Sine and Choor, deep at that time in snow, they reached the vﬂlage of
Serai, in Joobul, on the 12th.

The two chief men of the state, Dangee (the Wuzzeer) and Preemoo,
joined their camp that night in secret. The satisfaction of the people at
the approach of this party was very evident and universal, and it had the
effect of fixing the wavering resolutions of Dangee and Preemoo.

Hatred to the enemy was a strongly apparent sentiment ; and the men
of Poonur purgunnah, learning the advance of a British officer and detach-
ment, collected a few days before their arrival at Serai, and surrounded the
small fort of Choupal, one of the strong holds of Joobul, garrisoned by
about 100 Ghoorkhas; approaching so near that one of them was killed
by a shot from its walls.

A negotiation was opened by the British party with the commander of
this fort ; and after some demur, and the threat being held out, that the
garrison should be abandoned to the rage of the inhabitants, who
thirsted for their blood ; and having only a provision of water for four
days, he surrendered with his party, and they were received into British
pay, according to capitulation.
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- A force of 100 irregulars was left here in the mean time, to occupy the
fort, as the detachment was now obliged to return to camp, in consequence
of the resumption of active measures against Jytock.

The force to act in Joobul was then increased to 700 or 800 irregulars ;
and the Joobulians themselves were raised by Dangee in considerable
numbers: the whole were directed to act against the petty forts of the
enemy in the north, in concert with the troops of the Rajah of Cooloo, who
had roused himself, and commenced operations against the invaders.

At this period, the 14th of March, I reached Nahn.

The road for the eighteen-pounders was completed, and the guns were
to move up the next day. It may reasonably be doubted, if ever till this
period it had been contemplated to drag guns of such heavy metal up
precipices so high and so rugged, and over so many of them.

When it is considered that Blackhill is 1800 feet above the level of Nahn,
exclusive of a gully several hundred feet deep, that runs between them ;
that the length of the gun-road is five miles; that the rocks, up and down
which the road necessarily passed, were covered with thick jungle, and
were in many places nearly perpendicular, in all rough and ridgy, with
many deep intersecting hollows; some approximation may be made
towards appreciating the difficulty of the undertaking. But, I am very
sure that it cannot be truly and fully understood, except by those who
have witnessed it.

To an inexperienced eye it would have appeared, that the engineers
had chosen the most difficult track for the course of the road ; but it soon
became evident that it should be brought straight up the almost perpen-
dicular face of the rocks, instead of winding along their sides, in order to
give scope for a fair straight pull of the numerous hands that were required
to move the guns, which would not have been the case had there been
many turns and corners intervening. The road was little more than a
space made clear of wood and loose stones, and in which the small hollows
were smoothed and filled up, the bank here and there cut downwards, and
the edges artificially raised : in some places it wound along the brow of a
dizzy precipice ; at others crowned a narrow ridge, on either side of which
- was a dell of great depth. Such as it was, it cost much labour, and the
event showed how much credit it did to those engineers who planned it.
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On the 18th the guns were moved. 200 Europeans of the 53d re-
giment, and a number of gun Lascars, were allotted to each.

Parties of troops were detached to different heights, to protect the
working party from any attempt the enemy might make to annoy them;
but they offered no molestation, save now and then firing a small gun at
the moving mass, which, from the distance, could do no harm. But every
one of the garrison was stationed without the fort, on the hill side,
viewing the operation.

Held back from too rapid a motion by the Europeans, and directed in
its course by men with levers at each side, each gun made its safe descent
into the valley, and they reached the bed of the nullah at an early hour
in the morning.

The ascent then began, and a most labonous one it was. Main
strength was necessary to drag it up the straight roads, which, viewed at a
distance, seemed perpendicular ; and the men in detail, with the ropes and
gun attached, appeared right up and down on its face. On the edge of
steep precipices again, more caution was necessary ; for then, had the huge
engine swerved the least to one side, it must have tumbled down to the
gulf below, whence it could never have been recovered, and probably many
lives must have been lost along with it.

Several times I trembled as I saw it verge towards the edge, and the
ground crumble under it: but it moved on majestically, following the
mass of men that drew it: and on the morning of the 2d day (16th March)
two heavy guns were placed in battery.

That day and night were passed in preparatlons for opemng a ﬁre
from all the artillery the next day.

Accordingly, at ten o’clock on the 17th of March, two eighteen-
_ pounders, two six-pounders, two eight and a half inch mortars, two five
and a half inch mortars, two five and a ha.lf inch howitzers, all opened
upon one small point.

The fort of Jytock, it has been already said, is situated on a lofty point
that terminates a range of hills. From this, as from the centre of a star,
three ridges radiate; one runs northward in several peaks and con-
necting ridges towards the river Jelall. On this ridge is Peacock-hill, the
position whence Richards was obliged to retreat on the 27th of December.
Another runs nearly south, and ends upon the nullah, running between
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Nahn and Jytock; on this there are two or three peaks crowned with
small stockades. .

The third runs west, and joins it to Blackhill by a neck of land of
different heights, very irregular, and in some places cut deep into hollows ;
on a long high part of it next the peak, on which stands the fort, but
divided by a deep gap, the Ghoorkha had built three stockades, known in
camp by the appellations of the first, second, and third stockades.

The first stockade was placed on the brow of a hill on this neck; at
the foot of which, at this period, was established the English advanced
post, about 500 yards from the stockade. It was a pretty strong structure
of wood, bound at the bottom with a thick stone wall; in front, stakes
were planted, and small sharp-pointed splinters of bamboo were stuck
all around very thickly, which would have embarrassed assailants much in
an assault. ’

The whole breadth of the hill was occupied by this; and on each flank
extending down the slope, the enemy had dug a trench, and thrown up
the earth as a breast-work to protect themselves, and fire from; and it en-
filaded the approaches to our post, and penetrated into it with some effect.

The second stockade was about 250 yards in the rear of this, nearer
Jytock, and calculated to command the first; and the third was at a
similar distance in the rear of the second, but smaller and circular in
form. .
From the third stockade to the fort, after crossing’a deep gap, there
was a steep ascent along a ridge, and the fort was defended by two
stockades that encompassed it, and the whole of the hill top, one within
the other, both well built with stone and wood.

The fort itself is but a small stone building about seventy feet long by
fifty, with a round tower or bastion at each corner, and it only served as a
magazine for ammunition and provisions.

On another part of the same peak there was a smaller stockade, and a
house inhabited by some of the sirdars of the garrison; the rest, and the
men with their families, lived without the two surrounding stockades, and
on various parts of the hill side facing the English camp, till driven from
most of them by our shot and shells.

Such was Jytock: and our first attempts were directed against the
first stockade. The mortars and small guns fired at from 5 to 600 yards

N
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distance ; the eighteen-pounders commenced at a distance of from 900
to 1000. .

The fire was kept up during the day, but the effect was not pro-
portioned to the expense of ammunition. The line of wall presented to
the fire of the artillerist did not exceed five feet in height, and situated
on the brow of a hill, every ball that struck short, in its rise went clean
over: the distance was too great for precise practice. The enemy did not
return a shot to this heavy fire; they had no guns that could tell against
ours, and they exposed themselves so little, that the fire of shells could do
them but little harm.

By the evening the centre of the stockade appeared sunk and shat-
tered, but not to a degree sufficient in the opinion of the commanding
officer to warrant an assault. ,

On the 19th the guns continued to batter; and though, during the
night, the enemy had certainly in some measure repaired the damage done
by our fire, it was by the evening of that day reduced to a state which
many persons considered as incapable of resisting a spirited assault from
our troops.

A working party was employed during the night to advance a pathway
under cover of the hill, to a point within about 850 yards of the place, and
to establish there a battery for the reception of two six-pounders, which
were ready by the morning of the 19th. During this also, an irregular
fire was kept up from the breaching guns and mortars, and the stockade
was farther ruined.

On the morning of the 20th at daylight, one eighteen-pounder was
moved forward to the post whence the mortars played, and the other was
left a little in the rear; from this distance they opened with effect about
nine o’clock, so that in an hour the wall of the stockade was nearly
destroyed.

The movement of bringing forward the guns attracted from the enemy,
who had hitherto been perfectly quiet, a sharp irregular fire of musketry
and jinjals from the stockade and the trenches, and bushes on either side,
which penetrated into our batteries, and enfiladed the approaches to them,
so that many of our men began to drop, killed and wounded.

The Ghoorkhas showed themselves with much gallantry, exposing
their persons even in the very points at which our large shot were directed,
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and which demolished their defences. This fire was returned on our side
by parties of Sepoys and irregular troops, as well as by two companies of
Europeans detached in advance,.or on either flank, to act as sharpshooters,
and oppose or destroy those of the enemy, who galled our men severely.

- But the advantage of ground was in favour of our adversaries, and they
suffered (we had reason to fear), less than we did. By evening we had

upwards of thirty killed and wounded. The stockade was reduced to a

heap of ruins; but no storm was ordered.

- Working parties were each night sent on duty, and an advanced post
was established about 100 yards from the stockade; some attempts at
repairing the damage done to it had been made by the enemy during the
night ; but on the 21st it was again reduced to ruins. The same irregular
fire of sharpshooters continued night and day with little intermission, and
ever considerably to our disadvantage.

Matters remained still in the same situation on the 22d; but a few of
our irregulars, sent to act as sharpshooters, took advantage of a slackness
of the enemy’s fire in the afternoon, and crept up the face of the hill
nearly to the trench they stood in, when a smart interchange of musketry
took place, and a few Sepoys, who were stationed at hand for the purpose
of supplying piquets and sharpshooters, moved forward of their own
accord to assist them. There is little doubt that they would have turned
the enemy’s flank, and before he could have been materially assisted from
the fort, the trench would have been gained, and probably the stockade ;
but the commander of the army did not approve of their forwardness, and
ordered them to be recalled ; and they retreated under a smart fire from
the enemy (who now increased in numbers), and regained their post with
some loss. :

More than one opportunity of a like sort offered to bring on a general
engagement, or to assault, with every appearance of probability of success,
the stockade, which was thus our stumbling-block ; and those who were
eager for the advance of the army, and were generally considered com-
petent judgeg of the subject, felt some degree of surprise and disap-
pointment at the loss of such occasions.

But the commander was of a different opinion, and the army lay in
camp doing duty in the trenches, watching the motions of the enemy, and
waiting with no slight degree of impatience for orders that might put an

N2
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end to the daily and provoking casualties that occurred, without the power
of annoying in their turn ; and might cause a resumption of active measures
against an enemy they earnestly wished to take vengeance on for the
various sufferings they had occasioned them.

No alteration, however, took place for many days. The advanced posts
continued an interchange of musquetry which daily destroyed -our men;
and towards the end of the month it was understood that all active
measures were to be abandoned, and the siege turned into a blockade;
intelligence that spread considerable gloom and uneasiness through the
army, which could not understand why so much pains had been taken and
expense incurred to batter down a place, on which, when apparently open,
no attempt was even made.

On the 30th March a party of irregulars, left in a post to the north-
ward of Jytock, across the Jelall river, on a height called Nerrain Keteeba,
were surprised by a detachment from the garrison of Jytock, and driven
from it with a loss of 100 killed, and sixty to seventy wounded.

This disaster was chiefly owing to the treachery and cowardice of one
of the native officers, who commanded a part of the force, and who, on the
assault of the enemy, left with his men the remaining part, who were
chiefly asleep, to be surprised and cut in pieces. The enemy lost hardly
a man.

Upon the 1st April Major Richards, with a detachment of 1000 re-
gulars and about 700 irregulars, moved from Nahn to take a position to
the eastward of Jytock.

Having been forced to take a circuitous route, he did not reach his
destination till the second day, on the morning of which (the 2d April)
having moved before daybreak, he was attacked in the gray of dawn by a
party of the enemy, consisting of 800 of the Goruck Pulton, or chosen
battalion, and a force of 400 swordsmen.

Although it was an ambush on the part of the enemy, yet even they
seem to have been deficient in intelligence, probably from our troops
having left their ground at a very early hour. They suffered some companies
of light infantry to advance within a very short distance unmolested, while
our officers were uncertain whether the men they saw in the lmperfect

morning light were not a party of the irregulars that had gone on in
advance.
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Thus before either party knew who the other was, or ventured on a
hostile movement, they were close together.

The brunt of the affair fell entirely on the advanced companies of light
infantry, and a few men of the 13th regiment native infantry. On the
first few shots from the enemy they formed rapidly within less than forty
yards, receiving with perfect steadiness a smart discharge of musquetry and
rockets. Led on by their officers, they then charged, and drove their ad-
versaries from height to height, pushing with vigour up the hills, and
never allowing them time or opportunity to form, till they at last fled in
confusion. -

The loss they sustained was about thirty killed, or to forty, with a pro-
portion of wounded, and many prisoners; in all about-150 men placed
hors de combat.

Among those who were taken was their commander, Qazee Azumber
Punt, the same who defeated the irregulars at Chinalgurgh on the 21st
February, and who now fell into the hands of these same irregulars on an
occasion of less seeming peril, being discovered out breathed in the pursuit,
with several of his orderly men who would not desert him. He was
esteemed one of their best officers.

" Major Richards established himself in the post of Punjal, a peak
separated from the fort by a deep ravine to the north, without any further
opposition.

During this time it appeared fully that the enemy were much pressed
for provisions, and most uncomfortable in their cooped up situation. De-
serters every day came in, who described the garrison as starving, and as
parting with every thing they had to procure scanty supplies of that food
which their commanders could not or would not give them. But it is
singular and admirable that these privations, extending not only to their
own persons, and laying them under the necessity of stripping themselves
of all their property, but associating in their sufferings their women and
children, so far from producing any mutinous spirit, or murmur of dis-
obedience, or even damping their ardour in the cause in which they were
embarked, only gave a character of despair and recklessness to the steady
resolution they appeared to have come to of dying at their posts.

“The deserters themselves (insulated examples of the power of misery
in overcoming principle) talked of themselves as wretched men, forced by
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famine to fly the cause they had hitherto fought for, and reported those
whom they had left behind as starving. When it was asked how those
could remain, and how they would defend the posts entrusted to them ?
they answered, « they would die in their trenches, hopeless of sucéess, for
the sake of honour, and for their debt of salt.” This latter expression, as
is well known, is used in the East to mark the devotion and gratitude
which is due to those whose bread they have eaten; and from thence gra-
titude in general derives the only name it is known by in India. A man
who forgets or neglects his duty to the master who feeds him, is styled
% nimmuc-haram,” that is, wicked to his salt, or debt of gratitude, and is
considered with detestation.

Those who talked thus, indeed, bore the marks of famine in their
persons ; they were supported in the mean time, and in the end entertained
in British pay; for the cause being once abandoned for which they had
fought, whilst it fed them, these soldiers of fortune had no scruple in em-
bracing any other, even the opposite one, and showing equal ardour in its
defence. They, however, were never employed against their old friends
by this detachment of the army.

On the 12th of April a detachment of the 26th regiment was sent to a
point a little to the northward of Battery Hill, with a view of checking the
foraging excursions of the enemy on that side; and on the night of the
16th it was advanced to a height that commanded the river Jelall, and
prevented the garrison from availing themselves of the corn on its banks.

A party of the light infantry battalion occupied its ground, and inter-
mediate stockades were placed to serve as connecting posts between the
more principal ones, and occupied by irregular troops, so that the fort was
nearly hemmed in on all sides.

The Ghoorkhas sometimes attacked these small posts by surprise, and
drove our miserable irregulars from them for the time with considerable
slaughter ; but they made no attempt either to attack our regular positions,
or to retreat from their own, but remained inactive, as if in stupified
suspense, and perhaps anxiously awaiting the success or discomfiture of the
force opposed to Ummr Sing and his army in Malown.

Foraging partxes were now sent out from camp in every direction to
destroy the grain now fit to reap within ten or fifteen miles round the
fort; a duty cruelly severe upon the husbandman, but rendered necessary
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to enforce the strictness of a blockade, for hunger drove the enemy to the
most daring efforts to supply himself with provisions to recruit his famished
troops; and we now had a proof of the mean and mercenary nature of the
wretched creatures we were attempting to free from the iron bondage of
the Ghoorkha sway, and how little we could rely on their co-operation.
They were detected conveying into the fort of their enemies for their
sustenance the corn which they frequently purchased in our own bazar, or
which, cut in the vicinity, they could have sold there for its full value;
and the fear of the just punishment that awaited their detection was in-
sufficient to check the impulses of avarice, and shut the door on this trifling
supply.

From this time to the 6th of May nothing occurred worth recording.

The success of General Ochterlony against Buchtee Thappa on the
heights of Deounthul, and Soorajegurh near Malown, and of Colonel
Nichols in Kumaoon against Hustee Dhull Thappa and Bunsah, which
ended in the capture of Almorah, were both published in camp, which
clearly showed that the campaign was drawing to a successful close in
these parts. But these circumstances produced no movement on the part
of our commander at Blackhill, and we left the camp in the same state of
inactivity in which it had for so long a time before remained.

The signature of the articles of capitulation between General Ochter-
lony and Ummr Sing Thappa, which put the British force in possession of
Malown, and stipulated for the evacuation of all the country to the west
of the Kaleenuddee, or western branch of the river Gogra by the Ghoorkha
forces, cut short the indecision of the commander opposed to Runjore
Sing, and put an end to his intentions of so late an assault as was under-
stood to have been in contemplation at the end of so long and tedious a
blockade, that had in truth reduced the enemy to a state that they could
not have long offered resistance ; for, on taking possession of Jytock when
evacuated gccording to treaty, there was not a day’s consumption of grain
in the place, and it became a matter of wonder how they had subsisted
so long. .

Nearly 1500 muskets marched out, and with women and children,
the number might reach 2500 souls, who were thus released from a state
of famine; and when the steady resistance which the Ghoorkha com-
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manders offered to our attempts, whether of force or of negotiation, are
considered, coupled with the severe privations they so long suffered, and
to which they had subjected their troops, and the absolute hopelessness of
any relief, which must have darkened the latter part of the blockade, it
cannot, I think, fail to add to the admiration so justly due to their steady
gallantry, although it wants the bloody seal which was set to it at Kalunga.

It is not easy to say which may claim the highest meed of praise, the
commanders, for steady determination to persevere under privations of so
heavy a nature, under such hopeless circumstances, and subjecting them-
selves to the fury of a hungry soldiery; or their soldiers, for cheerful en-
durance of these privations, for steady and zealous discharge of their duty,
and total freedom from any attempt at mutiny, or even from unavailing
but embarrassing murmurs.

The conduct of Runjore Sing Thappa in general, and his demeanour
when brought into the presence of the commander of the troops in par-
ticular, was observed as being modest but dignified, and marked with un-
common propriety; and in spite of their many atrocities, in spite of the
rigour of their sway over the unhappy people they had conquered, the
Ghoorkhas in general left with such of their subduers as were witness to
their conduct on this occasion, a most favourable impression of regard for
their cheerful good humour, their quiet and orderly behaviour, and their
high sense of honour, which could not but strongly engage the good will
of those who studied their character, especially when placed in contrast
with the wretched creatures whose country they had so long occupied.

“Jytock, and its surrounding posts, were evacuated by the enemy early
in May, and a British force immediately occupied them. When in our
possession it was evident how ineffectual the defences would have proved
against a vigorous attack, and that the stockades would have made no
opposition after a short application of the power of cannon.
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CHAPTER VIIIL

From the 1st to the 6th May preparations were made for a journey

with the political agent for the army of Major-General Martindale.

~ While the force under that officer was investing the fort of Jytock, and
the fort and positions of Malown, occupied by Ummr Sing Thappa, were -
besieged by the army commanded by Major-General Ochterlony, it was
deemed expedient to detach a force to the northward, which might assist
the troops of those petty chiefs, who were well disposed, to destroy the
scattered parties and garrisons of the enemy in the remoter and more
central parts of the hills, and awe those whose dispositions were either not
so friendly, or so well declared, into measures of co-operation.

The enemy’s force, which occupied the country between Malown and
Jytock, did not much exceed 800 or 1000 men, and it was chiefly dispersed
in small garrisons, seldom exceeding 200 men, who were posted in strong
holds, and posts, and forts, over the country.

At this period it had been considerably diminished from its original
strength, for wherever the inhabitants of the mountains dared to show
their dispositions, and thought themselves more powerful than the force
which controlled them, they gave a loose to their fury, and massacred every
Ghoorkha soldier they could reach.

Harassed and dispersed, and unassisted by aid from either of the prin-
cipal sources, the scattered Ghoorkha forces assembled, and united under
their commander, Kirtee Rana, an old and brave soldier. I'or some time
they kept possession of a chain of posts, extending above the left bank of
the Sutlej, in a line towards Irkee.

Their chief position at this time was Nowagurh, where about 800 men
were concentrated. They had only one or two forts besides, strong by

. nature, and well provided with provisions and water, such as Racongudh

and Mornee, Zetheldout.
o2
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The force under Kirtee Rana wished to make good a retreat either
to Malown or Jytock, and to prevent this was an object of considerable
importance.

And it was still more to be desired that in case either Ummr Sing
Thappa, or Runjore Sing Thappa, should attempt to retreat and form a
junction, the roads should be occupied, and every possible advantage taken
of the ground, and every obstacle thrown in the way of such a measure.

The troops of the Rajah of Cooloo were sent across the Sutlej to co-
operate with those of Bischur and Joobul in the above measures, and it
was judged proper that a British officer should accompany and command
the troops now to be detached, who might have power to negotiate as well
as to direct their efforts.

- Mr. William Fraser, the political agent attending the army, had col-
lected much information relative to the country and its chiefs, the positions
of the enemy, and their resources ; and had already penetrated into Joobul,
as has been mentioned, and successfully negotiated with its chief, at the
same time gaining over by capitulation the Ghoorkha fortress of Choupal.
He therefore received the orders of government to depart on this service.

On this occasion I was fortunate enough to accompany him ; and sub-
sequent occurrences, which will be related in their places, occasioned a
much longer extension of our tour than at first was contemplated.

From the 1st to the 5th May, 1815, preparations were made for the
march. At this period it was not thought expedient to detach any of the
regular troops from the service round Jytock; irregulars, therefore, alone
formed the force that accompanied us, and they were rather a motley
assemblage, consisting of parties from various and distant countries of the
East.

A party of about 600 men was formed of Mewatties, Goujers, Sikhs,
and soldiers of fortune from different parts of the plains; they were all
armed with swords and matchlocks, but their various garb and dress gave
them an appearance which held uniformity to scorn, and many of them
were poor, old, and ragged.

To these were added between 80 and 100 Patans from Afghanistan,
similarly armed with the rest, but more soldierly and imposing in their
appearance ; many of these with red hair, blue eyes, and clear florid com-
plexions, generally tinging the eyelids with antimony. Their dress was
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better and more uniform, and every five men had a large flag upon a spear,
which at least gave a gay air to the march.

Next in detail were the Ghoorkha garrison of Choupal, who had capi-
tulated on condition of being received into the British service, and who
from 100, of which number they originally consisted, had been augmented
by desertions from the garrison of Jytock to nearly double.

In these was perhaps to be placed as much confidence as in any troops
we had ; for, like other Asiatics, they fight for pay, and whose bread they
eat, his cause they will defend against country, friends, and relations.

The Ghoorkhas exhibited a more tattered appearance than the others,
for they had not as yet had the means of supplying themselves with
necessaries.

Every man stuck in his waist the national weapon, the cookree ; each
had likewise a sword, a weapon they can well use; and they also carried
the old and almost useless muskets, which they used in the service of
Nepal, some of which were manufactured by themselves, and others were
obtained, previously to the war, in trade with Calcutta: such as were
totally unserviceable were exchanged for matchlocks.

There are several manufactories of muskets in the Nepal dominions,
and considering the disadvantages under which they labour, they are fabri-
cated in a pretty sufficient manner.

The lock is the part that first becomes useless.

The want of flints too is one cause which will always render their fire-
locks less efficient. We used to remark that the muskets of those, in the
stockades and trenches, frequently snapped and missed fire many times
running.

In addition to the above assemblage, a party of about thirty men be-
longing to the irregular horse, under the command of Colonel James Skinner,
volunteered their services to accompany this little army, on every man of
whom the most implicit reliance might be placed in case of actual service.

The well known corps, to whom these horse belonged, has, ever since
the campaign of Lord Lake against the Mahrattas, continued under the
command of the very meritorious and brave officer who first raised them,
and by whose name they are known ; and the character it has always pre-
served, and the services it has performed, are such as to have gained to it
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a well merited distinction, and a fame far superior to the usual estimate of
irregulars. It has lately been augmented to 3000 men, in every one of
whom their commander places the most implicit confidence, for the choice
is made from character, and well known usefulness.

Such was the detachment that now entered the hills, under the com-
mand, and for the objects and services, before mentioned. They were sent
during the time of preparation to rendezvous at Rajgurh, an old fortress
four days march from the camp at Blackhill.

Those who have witnessed the march of a detachment, and the bustle
and noise, and almost confusion which seems to attend it even in the
plains, where carriage is in general more plentiful and more easy, the road
broad, and admitting of wheel carriages, and of many persons going abreast,
may form some idea what such must be when all baggage and provision
must be carried on the shoulders of men (coolies), on paths where only
one person can go on the breadth, and of course considerable attention is
required to preserve a footing ; where the difficulty of procuring even such
carriage is always great, and the more so, when not only present necessaries
but future provision for a large number of men is required to accompany
their march. '

" On the morning of the 6th of May, 1815, we took leave of the camp at
Blackhill, and by eleven o’clock began our march, which from the various
troops composing our force, the servants of different classes who accom-
panied us, the wild figures of the hill porters who carried our baggage,
provisions, stores, and ammunition, and the loiterers who were always
joining, was a strange and grotesque procession.

It was a fresh and delightful morning, a heavy rain on the day before
having cooled and cleared the air. |

The lofty succession of cliffs before us rose without end, in full contrast
to the smiling plains that lay spread at their feet; a spoil richly inviting
to the Tartar hordes of the north. No wonder that their courage and
enterprise were sharpened to achieve it; nor is it surprising, though
lamentable, that so fair a country should in all ages have been an object
for conquest, a prey to invaders, and a scene of bloodshed.

Our course lay somewhat to the north-west for nearly three miles, upon
a road formed by the Ghoorkhas, that runs the whole way to Irkee. It is
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cut in the face of the hill with some labour, and though neither broad nor
smooth is better than the miserable stony paths that in general lead along
the hill sides.

Diverging from this, after descending and ascending some intervening
steep ridges, we reached the Jelall river, and encamped a few hundred
yards above the stream on its northern bank.

The latter part of the march was toilsome from heat, being generally
in low valleys, or up steep ascents, through a country rather parched, and
of little beauty. Bathing in the cool pure waters of the Jelall towards
evening proved refreshing and salutary.

The distance we travelled this day did not exceed nine miles, although
frequent halts for rest, and for admitting of our servants keeping up with
us, protracted it to a late hour.

The village near which our small tent was pitched was called Seekhoul,
poor and miserable, but pleasantly situate.

We rose early, but could not get in marching order before seven
o'clock. Our course, still northerly, lay along the steep ascent of a sweet
and romantic valley, which commencing nearly at the crest of the Sine
range, under the village of Chinalgurh, runs down to the Jelall.

It is watered by a clear stream, which bounds from rock to rock, and
serves to irrigate a very considerable cultivation in the middle and lower
_parts of the glen; for which purpose it is drawn from the main body in
little rills, and distributed very simply and neatly among the small fields,
spreading a bright verdure over the ground in their course.

Our walk was thus very pleasant; we were sheltered from the heat of
the sun, and our path was among these little streams, whose brinks were
richly covered with vegetation, almost screening them from the eye, while
their sounds refreshed the ear.

The cultivation of this valley is entirely on government land, which is
tilled by the zemindars, who receive only a portion of it, paying the rest
to the state.

We passed near the top of the glen, under the rock on which the
village of Chinalgurh is curiously perched. This was the scene of the
defeat of our irregulars by Azumber Punt Qaree with a very inferior
force.

Chinalgurh itself overhangs the deep chasm through which the above-
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mentioned stream has its rapid course among a fine grove of old trees; it
38 a larger village than most in the neighbourhood, and from its lofty
situation commands a view over all the hills to the southward, even to the
Still ascending, but slanting towards the west, the road became more
rugged, and lost its beauty, leading along the curiously cut ledges and
masses of limestone, of which the whole hill is formed, and which the
weather has worn into the most fantastic shapes ; and about nine o’clock, we
reached Déener Kéener, a large village very picturesquely situated in the
gorge where we cross the ridge. Among a number of strange and romantic
situations, none perhaps exceeds in these respects Chinalgurh and Déener
Kéener.

- The latter, from its narrow and lofty ridge, commands a view, on either
side, of as extensive a nature as a mountainous country will admit ; while
valleys nearly as wild as such a country can produce, stretch on the one
hand to the river Girree, and on the other to the Jelall. S

Looking down the former towards the north the majestic mountain Ckoor
bursts on the eye, through a vista formed by the rocky cliffs that on either
side of the gorge almost close over the village, and shows its large brown
bosom scarred by many deep and dark ravines, all of which pour their
waters into the Girree that flows at its feet.

Nearer, the wooded and rocky sides of the valley approach on either
side; their bases and its bottom are hid from view, but the darkness of the
hollow showed significantly the depth of the chasm we were to descend:
it is truly a grand scene.

The village itself is worthy of notice: it is larger than any we had
seen, and is next to Nahn in size. Many of the houses consist of two
stories, although flat roofed ; and we remarked something like streets and
ranges, which took the line and form of the solid ledges of marble rock they
are built upon, which is quite polished by continual friction.

To the northward, just under one of those ledges, seventy or eighty
feet below the village, lay a fine rich bed of wheat of twenty to thirty acres,
which was at this time fully ripe.

Resting here for half an hour, we commenced our descent from the
gorge down a precipitous path, which for steepness, roughness, and danger,
is surpassed by few in the country. The danger is much increased indeed
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by the polished smoothness of its rough parts; the rock along which it
leads being wholly of marble, of great hardness, and cut by the violence of
the weather into the most uncouth shapes. It presents nothing yielding
or tenacious to the footstep, but by the treading of years has acquired
a smoothness and slipperiness that calls for the greatest attention and
caution in proceeding, particularly when wearing iron-shod shoes, as we did.

The path in fact is formed of a narrow and very irregular flight of
steps along the face of the rock, leaving on one side a dreary precipice of
many hundred feet; and it was surprising how the heavily loaded hill-
porters, each carrying a weight of not less than sixty pounds, safely and
with apparent ease and unconcern descended this difficult pass.

It was matter of some regret that our time did not admit of a sketch
of either of the noble views from Deener Keener or of this pass, which
would have given a fine idea of our mountain descents.

Continuing to descend for a considerable way, the glen opened out,
and we saw several miserable villages. At one of these, called Bahun, we
witnessed a very extraordinary practice to which the inhabitants of the
hills submit their young children. Several straw sheds are constructed on
a bank, above which a cold clear stream is led to water their fields, and a
small portion of this, probably of three fingers breadth, is brought into
the shed by a hollow stick or piece of bark, and falls from this spout inta
a small drain, which carries it off about two feet below.

The women bring their children to these huts in the heat of the day,
and having lulled them to sleep, and wrapt their bodies and feet warm in
a blanket, they place them on a small bench or tray horizontally, in such a
way that the water shall fall upon the crown of the head, just keeping the
whole top wet with its stream.

We saw two under this operation, and several others came in while we
remained, to place their children in a similar way. Males and females are
equally used thus, and their sleep seemed sound and unruffled.

The mode too of lulling asleep was singular: seizing the infant with
both arms, with these, aided by the knee, they gave it a violent rotatory
motion, that seemed rather calculated to shake the child to pieces than to
produce the soft effect of slumber.

It was, however, unerring in its effects. One of the children was in-
tently looking at the strangers, and eyeing the dresses and arms with every

P



106 NOTES ON THE HILLS AT THE FOOT OF

symptom of strong curiosity and excitement; no signs of drowsiness
could be traced, yet the vigorous operation admitted of no pause; its eyes
gradually closed, and in thirty seconds it was fast asleep.

On inquiry, we were informed that this singular process for sleepmg
and bathing the children is universally used throughout the hills where
there is the means of using it, under a notion that it is very salutary to
keep the head cool, and that it increases hardihood and strength. Had I
not witnessed it, I could not have believed this custom.

One or two women usually sit with the children of the rest, whilst they
are employed in domestic or agricultural pursuits. .

The women whom we saw had mild f'eatures, much in the style of the
Hindoos of the plains; they were fair, or rather of a light yellow, without
any ruddiness. They evinced no objections to be looked at, but with
perfect propriety and modesty answered our questions, and continued their
work. They said that they were Rajpoots.

As we continued our course, the dell which had spread out and re-
ceived the waters of two similar ravines, again contracted with an additional
degree of solemn grandeur, and infinitely more attractive beauty.

~ The wild and rugged peaks almost met each other on either side, covered
with finely varied foliage; and the stream sunk into a bed just sufficient
to contain it, where, occasionally seen, but always heard, it tumbled over
rocks and falls concealed by thickets of roses, jasmines, barberries, willows,
and many other lovely or odoriferous shrubs.

Sometimes both rocky banks approached so near, and the foliage so
closed overhead, that the light of day was excluded; and then we wan-
dered among dropping rocks; and little rills stealing down the banks
covered with mosses and ferns, overshadowed by these sweet thickets, and
now and then by a prodigious crag which defied vegetation, and towered
high above ; then it would open, and give to view a wild village perched
on the ledge of a hill, and the wilder and more extravagant shapes of the
cliffs, which form the north-west face of the Sine range, rising over all.

Then another vista would open and disclose the furrowed bosom of
Choor, and the deep glen of the Girree.

The changes that occurred were endless, and not susceptible of ade-
quate description : imagination cannot paint a wilder, more beautiful, or in
some places more horrid glen.
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We emerged from its depths, however, and mounted its sides by a
rocky path; and on arriving at the top of the ridge the river Girree lay
beneath us, winding through a narrow but green and wooded bed. It was
now a sweet and romantic mountain stream, but in the rains, and whilst
the snow on the lower hills continues to melt, it must be a savagé and
dangerous torrent. ,

It is difficult to give an idea of the size of a stream even by com-
parison with another; every one forms his own estimate, and very dif-
ferent degrees of magnitude would probably be suggested to the mind of
each man who heard the comparison.

The Girree was now fordable in many places, where it spread out on a
bed of gravel, and at such points might extend to thirty-five or forty yards
across : the deepest part was about mid-thigh deep; above or below, it
perhaps contracted to a deep rapid torrent, rushing through a space not
thirty feet broad. We descended to its bank by a long wearisome path
irregularly winding along the face of the hills of its glen.

The hills on the opposite side assume a character of features quite dif-
ferent from those we left behind; the dells and ridges do not appear so
sharp, the peaks are more rounded and lumpy, and there is more swell in
the ground ; the whole, perhaps, as viewed from the southern bank of the
Girree, is less picturesque, but on a more majestic scale.

- We arrived at the banks of the Girree at about two o’clock, but after
a rest of near two hours we proceeded upwards along its course for several
miles; and fording it, reached our encamping ground at a village called
Thour, by six o’clock.

¥ 1t is situated at the upper part of a piece of ground nearly level, of
from thirty to forty acres; and having a view of the course of the Girree,
and being embellished with many fine large trees, and much copsewood,
it may be considered a very pleasant spot.

The march of to-day, we were informed, may somewhat exceed eleven
miles. I should have thought it more, but it led through scenery which
would have made greater fatigue light.

Asia was almost lost in our imagination: a native of any part of the
British isles might here have believed himself wandering among the lovely
and romantic scenes of his own country. The delight of such association

of feeling can only be understood by those, who have lingered out a.long
P2
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term of expatriation, and who anxiously desire the moment of reunion
with their native land.

The nature of the mountains, as well as the scenery on the Sine range,
is very different from that on the southern side of the river Jelall, which .
has already been attempted.

The Sine range, indeed, as far as it has fallen under our inspection, forms
a complete exception to the general nature of the country; it is entirely
limestone, and this is worn into the strangest crevices and lumps, perfectly
distinct from the sharp ridges of the Jytock hills, or the rounder loftiness
of those to the north of the Girree. N

The mountain itself assumes the character of its component parts, and
is rough, dark, and shapeless.

It was remarkable, but distinctly obvious, that thus far the northern
and north-eastern face of the hills were the most wooded, and somewhat
least rugged; and that the southern and south-western exposure was
always most rough, bare, and brown : this more particularly applies to the
hills south of the Jelall, though sufficiently traceable upon the Sine range.

This hill is far more lofty than any we have yet crossed ; its height has
been conjectured at 8000 feet ; but this is exceedingly vague, and I suspect
much overrated, perhaps between 6 and 7000 may not be a very erroneous
measure for the highest peak.

The termination of the limestone, and the commencement of slate,
which predominates to the north of the Girree, is pretty distinctly marked
at this point by the bed of the river; in some places the rock on either
side is composed of the latter, but it extends no considerable distance up
the hill on the opposite bank.

The waters of the Girree, as well as of the Jelall, abound in fish of several
sorts, some of which are tolerably good. While resting from our march
on the banks of the former, I attempted to catch some with a rod and line,
but without success; none of the baits I was acquainted with, or was in
possession of, attracted them, nor was an artificial fly more seducing.

The village of Thour (which hardly deserves the name) consists of one
or two houses nearly entire, and a few others in ruins, but it was the first
we saw in which an alteration in the style of building was observable.

Instead of being built of stones and mud, with flat earthen roofs, as
those we had left behind universally were, the only good house here was
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constructed of loose but well-shaped stone, bound by beams of wood:
and the roof raised to a pitch was covered with rough slate, far over-
hanging the body of the house, as well as a wooden viranda or gallery
which projected from the upper story; this large roof was supported by
strong beams of wood, the ends of which, and the cornices under the eaves
of overhanging slate, were rudely carved and sculptured. The whole had
somewhat of a Chinese air, and was interesting enough.

The chief inhabitants, two Gosseins (a sect of religious mendicants well
known in India, who of course during their wandering in their religious
vocations profess celibacy), came out with offerings of milk and fruit to
meet us. These men had 'Qvisely quitted their wandering life and vows of
celibacy, and had taken wives, and settled here as tillers of the ground.

A large number of peacocks, probably encouraged on account of their
sacred character, were ranging about the fields, and these, with one par-
tridge, were the only appearances of game, or almost indeed of animals
(except a large monkey near the Girree), that we saw in the march of this
day. B

May 8th.—We resumed our march this morning by eight o’clock, and
began to ascend, somewhat gradually, a hollow behind the village : which
by degrees led us to the crest of the heights above it, and we passed several
deep black clefts on our way to the top of the ridge.

On the rocks above one of them we saw some deer, at which we fired
unsuccessfully from a great distance. ’

Nearly at the top of our ascent we refreshed ourselves by a halt under
a cool dropping rock, which overhung a recess near the path, and down a
cleft in which a small rill of most delicious water trickled, which, as well
as the verdure around, and the opportunity of resting so comfortably, was
very grateful to the thirsty and weary traveller. Several fine large spreading
trees of a peculiar nature, somewhat resembling the acacia, scenting the
air with myriads of fragrant blossoms, grew around.

On reaching the top of the hill we looked down upon a valley more
susceptible of cultivation, and better cultivated than any spot of equal
extent we had yet seen, and at least a dozen villages appeared studding it
in every direction.

These have a very novel and picturesque effect from the style of their
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architecture. In every one there are at least two or three lofty towers,
rising to the height of five and six stories, with the same overhanging
roofs, but many are partly decayed, and exactly resemble the ruins of old
castles frowning from their heights over the valley.

Here we observed several peach trees in full bearing, and many noble
walnut trees full of young fruit. A tree was likewise pointed out to us
which had abundance of unripe fruit upon it of a pleasing acid, said to be
very delicious when ripe, and called Kai-phul; we never had an oppor-
tunity of judging, though even now it was grateful; the fruit somewhat
resembled a mulberry, but had a stone in the centre.

A little further on we reached and halted at a village called Dhrotee
for a few minutes, where our notice was attracted by the first apricot and
larch trees we had seen: the former were large and spreading, and full of
unripe fruit ; the latter had every character of the larch which is common in
Britain, but their foliage was somewhat darker.” Pear trees, also, cultivated,
large, and full of fruit, were found there, with large luxuriant mulberry
trees, and many other fruit and odoriferous shrubs.

The large extent of corn under the eye was nearly ripe; the reapers
were at work ; the wild brown hill with swelling round peaks rose above us,
and but for the colour of our attendants, the whole scene had so highland
an air, that it was difficult to believe it to be Indian.

The name of the valley I would gladly have learnt, but it seems that
none in particular attached to the whole ; each village has a distinct name,
and the whole forms part of a purgunnah or district, the name of which I
have forgotten.

We continued our course up the glen, which is bare, and the sides of
which are very steep; and passing the gorge at the top, we soon saw the
troops encamped at a very short distance in a hollow near the ruined fort
of Rajgurh, and we reached our station by eleven in the forenoon.

The country during the short march of this day, which does not exceed
eight miles, has assumed an appearance as different from that we traversed
yesterday, as it did from any that had before fallen under observation.

The hills were perhaps not less rugged than those we left behind, but
they were on a far greater scale, and the roundness and largeness of their
features made their roughness less perceptible; and, in fact, they had
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not that sharp ridgy aspect which so remarkably characterises those nearer
to the plains. Wood was much less abundant. The mountains are only
covered with a short grass, which appears as if it was continually pastured
on by cattle; this was more strongly remarkable towards the head of the
glen, where the hills precisely resembled those of the Scotch highland
sheepwalks, totally bare, save of the brown dry grass, their black rocky tops
rising unvaried by a single shrub even of the smallest size.
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. CHAPTER IX.

THE novel and singular style of the buildings here also contributed to
the change in the scenery. The towers, which are so lofty and remarkable,
are not the habitations of the vulgar. They are temples for the gods, and
it is understood that no one absolutely resides in them ; they are frequently
ornamented with rude sculptures in wood.

The houses, however, are also more lofty than those we have left, con-
sisting of two and frequently of three stories, in the upper of which the
family commonly resides, and this is surrounded by a balcony of wood
inclosed, which projects from six to eight feet; beyond this the roof too
projects some feet, so that the body of the house below the balcony appears
small and diminutive.

The lower story is always appropriated to cattle, and if there be a
middle onc it is most commonly occupied by lumber.

Few, however, of the villages that we observed had any strong appear-
ance of prosperity. Half the houses were in ruins, and some were totally
deserted. They partook of the misfortune of the state, and the severe rule
of the Ghoorkha conquerors had been sorely felt.

To judge, however, by the difficulty with which cultivation is attended,
and by the successful progress which has been made in covering the steep
and lofty hills with crops, both here and in the country through which we
have passed, the inhabitants must be a patient and industrious race, when it
is considered that a spot of ground of any considerable extent seldom occurs
where even the rude plough which they employ can be used without the
previous assistance of art ; that the side of the mountains must be cut and
levelled to produce a field for tillage; that water must be conducted for
the purposes of irrigation, frequently from a great distance ; and when the
insufficient means, together with the rude tools they possess to effect this,
are observed, it will perhaps excite wonder that corn-tillage should have
been attempted at all in a land that appears only calculated at best for
grazings ; and it must surely appear astonishing that the inhabitants, thinly
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scattered as they are, can raise as much grain as is requisite for their own
support, and can spare a portion to those of other districts and countries
which are not so well supplied. Their method of cultivation is so ingenious
and neat that it merits a particular description.

As level ground is seldom to be met with, the least rocky faces of the
hills are cut into a succession of terraces, rising above each other; which
operation produces a number of strips of level ground, more or less narrow
according to the steepness of the hills, and more or less regular according
to its ruggedness. Great labour and care are bestowed on this operation.
It is generally necessary to build a retaining wall, to support the edge of

- the small strip of ground, of a height corresponding with that of the bank,
and much attention is paid to levelling its surface, so that water may
neither rest upon it, nor, in running off, carry away any portion of its
scanty soil: but this exact level is also necessary to fit it for receiving
the benefit of irrigation; and every rivulet (with which indeed the hills
abound) is diverted from its course at a height sufficient for their purpose
(consequently often from a great distance), and led by small drains, con-
structed with much neatness and skill, first to the higher cultivated spots,
from which it flows to the rest, or is again collected into a stream, after
saturafing them, and carried to another and lower range of fields.

Sometimes these streams are carried across a deep dell by means of long
hollow trees, supported by high piles of stones, for the purpose of irrigating
the opposite side of the valley, where water could less easily have been
conveyed from above. |

This irrigating system is chiefly necessary for the rice crop, which,
though not put into the ground till the rains have set in, frequently
requires the assistance of artificial flooding. The spring and summer crop,
however, of wheat and barley scarcely less require this aid, as showers are
often scanty from the time of sowing till the corn is full.

This practice of cutting the hill-faces into small fields has given to them,
all over the country, a peculiar ridgy appearance, which, next to their great
ruggedness and steepness, chiefly attracts a traveller’s eye: it produces a,
strange regularity, which frequently takes from the dignity of the land-
Scape.

It is surprising how universal this practice has been: there is no
mountain side, however steep, where rock does not predominate, but shows

Q
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this mark of former tillage; indeed, the traces are all that for the most
part are seen, and this denotes either that the land becomes after some
years unfit for tillage, and is abandoned for a new and more kindly soil, or
that in former times there must have been a far larger population, and
more extended cultivation, which has now been abandoned.

Both these cases may in some degree consist with fact, though I am
led to think that the first is not common, as they are well acquainted with
the uses of manure ; and experience would soon tell them, whether a large
tract of land was likely to repay their labours, without risking so much in
reducing to tillage, by so costly a process, that which must afterwards be
abandoned.

The latter case is too certain and too apparent. The population has
diminished deplorably ; every where, villages are seen in ruins, and fields
run lately to decay ; and, judging from present appearances as well as from
general report, even corrected by allowances for exaggeration, we may
safely conclude, that, before the Ghoorkha conquest, a great portion of the
cultivation now waste then bore crops, and the villages now destroyed were
then inhabited.

It may here be observed that a reticular appearance, somewhat resem-
bling that of the abandoned cultivation, is observable on those hills'which
are bare of wood, and chiefly appropriated to pasture: this they obtain
probably from the numerous paths, made by the feet of animals while
grazing. The slope is too great for wandering at will over the mountain
side, and they are constrained to keep the paths first suggested by the
inequalities of the hill, and graze on each side as far as they can reach;
thus forming little tracks that intersect each other in innumerable places,
producing an appearance at a little distance as if a net were spread on the

slope of the surface.
' The appearance, which the mode of cultivation above described gives
to a country, is very singular; and when (as was the case with much that
we saw) it is flooded by irrigation, the singularity is heightened by the
aspect of a hilly country partly under water. The inhabitants, indeed,
appear to trust much more to this mode of supplying mioisture than to
the rain which falls, particularly in the vicinity of the plains; and this
may account for their levelling all their fields, of whatever size they may
be, even where a patch of ground is found sufficiently equal to render it
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practicable for the plough, and which in any other country would be sub-
jected to that instrument: without regard to the undulation it might
have, they still level it as much as possible, dividing it into larger ledges
according to its fall, with parapets and dyked faces as usual.

This, however, was less the case as we advanced farther into the hills,
where perhaps the rains may be less violent and more seasonable. The
fields there were permitted to take their natural form and extent, following
uncontrolled the rise and swell of the hill, parapets and dykes continuing
to be used only where necessary to retain the soil.

The breadth and extent of the ledges or strips of lands obtained by
their cutting the hill face, as has been said, varies according to the nature
of the ground. Where they are carried up one of their usual slopes
without the advantage of a retroceding vale or bottom, they are generally
not more than twelve or fifteen feet broad, sometimes not more than
half so much, and the depth of the supporting wall frequently equals the
breadth. : '

On such narrow strips it would be impossible to make use of cattle and
a plough, and therefore manual labour is employed on them in preparing
the soil ; but wherever there is room for a plough it is preferred. The
instrument here made use of is perfectly similar to that employed in the
plains of Hindostan, being equally simple and inefficient : a piece of crooked
wood, one end of which is fastened to a rude yoke, which crosses the necks
of two bullocks, and the other end turned downwards, is sharpened to turn
the ground ; while near the acute angle formed by the bending, a handle
is inserted to guide and press the point into the earth.

Patience, however, (the characteristic of the Hindoo of the plains),
serves also the mountaineer, instead of ampler means, to attain his end;
and repeated ploughings produce an effect equal to that which a superior
instrument would compass in one or two, and the sdil of the hills in general
favours these weak means, being free and easily worked, consisting chiefly
of sand, the decomposition of sandy, micaceous, and slaty stones, mixed
with a considerable proportion of decayed vegetables.

The instruments used in manual labour are equally simple and inef-
ficient. A stick crossed at right angles, one end of which is shod with
iron, resembling a miserable and broken sort of pickaxe, seems to be the

principal one. But whatever their implements may be, or whether the
Q2
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fields are worked by the plough or by the hand, they do assuredly bring
them to a high degree of tilth. '

The crops of barley and wheat by this time were either cut or ripening,
and some fields were prepared for and even sown with rice; but those
which were ready for it exhibited a clean, equal, well-worked appearance,
which could not be surpassed by an Enghsh farmer, with all his various and
exPenswe apparatus.

'Of the use of manure they are by no means unaware : traces of its ap-
plication appeared in most fields ; but I could not learn that they pursued
a regular rotation of cropping, or continued to sow the grains they chiefly
required year after year. I rather believe they do, giving an occasional
fallow of some years when the land is exhausted, or renewing it with
manure and fresh soil.

From what has been said it will appear that two crops are reaped
within the year; but it seldom happens that the same land will suit each.
sort of grain, or that if it should, they employ it for both crops.

The first crop consists of wheat and barley: a few fields of a species
of oats were observed. Poppy, and certain kinds of oily seeds, a sort of.
purslane, with cutiously variegated red and green leaves, and a few poor
inferior grains, filled the list.

The second crop consists chiefly of rice, but about the same time
tobacco is planted, and a little cotton sown ; and there are several smaller
and poorer sorts of grains, both oily and farinaceous, which are grown all.
over the hills about the end of summer and autumn. :

The wheat is sown in the lower parts of the hills as soon as the snow
has left the ground, or as the cold weather will admit. Further removed
to the more inclement regions of the north, where the snow lies far longer,
I believe that the gram is sown in the beginning of winter, previous to the:
time it falls.

About the latter end of April the crops were fit to cut in the vicinity
of Jytock; and on the Sine range, and in the country hitherto passed.
through, they were not above ten days more backward.

To the northward there is a very great difference, the corn in some
places not npemng till the end of July.

- The opium is gathered from the poppy nearly about the same time; it.
grows -easily and luxuriantly, but was found in larger quantities as we-
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advanced into the interior: it is said to be an expensive crop, requiring
much manure and great attention, whilst the produce is not always very.
sure. It is an article of considerable traffic with the plains, whither the
chief part is carried by the petty merchants who come to the hills for
trade.

The purslane alluded to is a singular and beautiful plant: the centre
of the leaves spreading from the stalk is of a fine crimson colour, sometimes
inclining to purple, and is covered with a crimson powder; the outer
part of them is green, but the stalks and young shoots are chiefly red, and
the whole has a singular and brilliant appearance. The leaves, while young,
are used as greens; and the grain, the produce for which they plant it,
and of which there are two sorts, is used, the one made into bread, the
other eaten as rice to a curry. It is small, black, and shining, like the
seeds of sorrel, to which the plant bears some resemblance, growing to the
height of from three to four feet.

The smaller grains are of little importance, nor can I give any particular.
account of them.

The rice of the hills is said to be peculiarly fine. Particular situations
only will answer for this description of cultivation, and more than ordinary-
care is taken to bring it to perfection. All those spots of land, which lie
near the banks of streams and in the bottoms of valleys, are selected, where
a great command of water may securely be relied on. The whole extent of
the terraces is carefully levelled, and very well worked with the plough, for.
which purpose they lay each under water, and plough them in this state.

The parapets are put in order, and small ledges of earth are raised on
the brink to retain the water let in upon the soil long enough to saturate
it, when it runs off over a flat stone to the ledge below. The water-
courses are also arranged so as not to receive a quantity that would deluge
the fields, and yet to yield a secure supply. When all is ready, the plants,
which have been previously raised from seed, as in Bengal, are planted out
by hand, as in that province, while the water lies on the land.

Irrigation is kept up from time to time as the plants require it, but
water is not continually retained on the soil.

A large tract of rice, thus in ledges and under water, has a singular but
pleasing appearance when observed from a height. The bright green of
the plant shining through the water gives a strange transparency to the
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strips, which being exactly level, rise in regular succession over each other,
and suggest the idea of a collection of small green mirrors thus placed in
order. . .

The period for planting rice is during the months of May and June,
in expectation of the rains which commence during the latter month, but
it is protracted in the more northern districts to part of July. It usually
ripens in about four months, but the time of reaping it depends much on
situation and climate.

Tobacco is an article of general cultivation in the hills, and its quality
is considered fine: it is exported both to the plains and to Bootan in con-
siderable quantities. It is planted about May and June, for the benefit
of the rains, and grows readily and luxuriantly, although it requires nice
attention and much manure.

The herb bhang (a well-known species of hemp), also grows spon-
taneously in great abundance throughout this country, and is likewise
cultivated and sent prepared in its various intoxicating shapes to the low
country, where it meets with a ready sale.

Both men and women engage in the labours of agriculture, but their
departments are generally distinct. The men exclusively guide the plough
and sow the corn ; the women weed the fields, break the clods, &c. Both
sexes reap the corn; but this is principally an employment allotted to the
women, who use a small sickle, ruder than that employed in Europe, and
bind it into small sheaves, which, when the weather is fine, are left to dry
on the field ; but when it threatens rain they carry them to places formed
of large flat slabs of slate, surrounded by a small wall, on which they like-
wise tread out the corn by means of cattle: here the reflected heat of the
sun soon dries it, and any water that falls, quickly running off, has less
effect on the sheaves than when lying on the moist fields. When freed by
treading from the stalk, the grain is stored in the second story of the house,
and the straw is preserved in stacks or houses for the use of the cattle, and
for their own beds.

The straw, however, is seldom in sufficient abundance to serve as
fodder for their cattle during the winter months, especially in the more
inclement parts of the mountains, and they supply the deficiency by col-
lecting grass from the jungles, and where that is less plentiful, the fallen
leaves of trees, particularly fir-trees, which serve as a substitute for fodder
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and for beds. A species of fir, resembling that known in England by the
name of Weymouth pine, the leaves of which are long and of some con-
sistency, is that preferred for this purpose; but many trees besides are
made use of as a winter store for the cattle, of which they take much care.

The mulberry grows luxuriantly over all the hills; and they cut its
young and tender shoots annually, while full of leaves, and having dried
them, stack them for fodder, which is said to be both nutritious and
agreeable to the animals.

A species of oak is also made use of in this manner; and both these
kinds of trees have received from this practice a strange mutilated appear-
ance, not at first easily accounted for, nothing being left except the large
limbs, which in spring and summer throw out a quantity of luxuriant
young twigs, that soon gain a considerable size, and these are again cut
for use.

The breed of cattle seems to be the same as the smaller sorts in the
plains, but are somewhat larger and better of their kind : they all have the
hump, and are chiefly black, but occasionally may be seen brindled, red, or
pied. They are in general fat and handsome. The people pay them
much attention, and make great use of their milk in its different pre-
parations ; but we have not as yet seen any cheese. :

It was observed at the end of the last day’s march, that slate com-
menced to be abundant ; and during the whole of this day’s route it pre-
dominated, being chiefly micaceous, inclining to red and dead blue. Quartz
was also seen, sometimes veining the schistus; and now and then masses
of a hard stone somewhat resembling whinstone, perhaps a mixture of flint
with slate. Iron was very obvious in many places; several springs were
impregnated with it, in colour and smell.

We observed in our march to-day a singular phenomenon in the
natural history of insects—a great number of caterpillars, which appeared
to be migrating from one place to another ; and they were proceeding along
in one line, with their heads and tails united one to another, so that the
whole, consisting of some hundreds, assumed the appearance of one thin
animal, many feet long. The strength of their adhesion to each other was
considerable, so that it was by no means easy to separate them. Their
bodies were of a gray colour, striped with black, and they had black heads
and tails.
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The height of the gorge we reached this day must be very great, for
our whole march was nearly an uninterrupted ascent; but there were so
many surrounding peaks of greater elevation, that no extent of view was
to be obtained.

Rajgurh is situated not far below it, upon a projecting point like a
terrace, that overlooks a large valley or basin to the northward. Above
it, on each side, rise the loftier points of the ridge we had just crossed.
This building is of no very great antiquity ; having, it is said, been erected
about eighty years ago. It belongs to the royal family of Sirmore, and
has been inhabited by officers sent here to collect the revenues, who were
occasionally changed at the pleasure of the Rajah. It is now totally
in ruins, having been burnt by order of Runjore Sing within the last six
months, on account, it is said, of the trouble it gave the officers of govern-
ment, probably in their collections.

It cannot, however, be called a fort; for the position alone would dis-
qualify it for making any long or available defence, commanded, as it is,
from several heights, which are so close as to allow musquetry to be dis-
charged from them with effect. Nor do I believe it has any pretensions
to so warlike a designation, as it even wants loopholes in any number from
whence to annoy an enemy.

The building consists of a square wa]], including, at each corner, a tower
of rather more than twenty feet square, but which projects little or nothing
from the wall : within, all round, are places for the accommodation of the
inhabitants, chiefly in the Hindostanee taste; and the whole includes a
square court, the area of which may be from thirty to forty feet each way.
This has been well paved; and in the centre is a small tank, constructed
with stone and lime, well plastered, in which fresh water, conducted from
the hill behind, was collected.

The space between the outside wall and the court which formed the
accommodation did not exceed fifteen feet in depth; and as the walls of
the towers are thick in proportion to their height, the interior of these
presented no extensive area.

They may have consisted of five or six stories, raised to the height of
forty feet; but their heights do not seem originally to have been equal.
Balconies appear to have been erected all around, of wood, as the ends of the
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beams which have escaped the destruction of the fire may still be seen
every where projecting.

Before this main building there was a court of inferior size, where
troops were stationed, and the public officers were placed ; but this is now
so completely in ruins, that it is impossible to guess at its extent or shape ;
even the thickness of the walls it is difficult to judge of, but it appeared in
some places to be from four to five feet.

The masonry work is extremely neat and good ; it is built entirely of
dry stone and wood; the former is met with, of a nature easily to be
worked, and is well squared and rendered equal in thickness without much
trouble; it is entirely slate, and, I believe, soon moulders and decays.

The stones are bound together by large beams of wood, which are built
into the wall, lying along the external and internal faces, and pinned toge-
ther through its substance ; they extend the whole length of the side, and
are firmly bound together at the corners.

The wood, I believe, is of a more lasting quality than the stone, and
supports a building long after the latter would give way; consequently,
when by any accident this framework is destroyed, the building instantly
falls to pieces, and this is the reason of the completely ruined state in
which Rajgurh appears, although so short a period has elapsed since it
was burnt. I should have believed, judging from the infirm aspect of what
remained, that a gradual decay of many years had succeeded the violence
that first gave it to ruin.

On each of four hill-tops around it, in former days, a watch-tower was
kept, to warn against surprises, which frequently occurred in those tur-
bulent times. A similar situation would be a noble one for a house of
modern times in Europe, where, happily, it is no longer necessary to com-
bine the power of resistance and offence with the conveniences and com-
forts of a dwelling; for it overlooks a fine valley, varied with wood and
cultivation, and a grand chain of mountains closes the view all around.
The country, however, is rather too rugged and steep for comfort.

We found the various troops assembled and encamped on a green
hollow near the ruins; but it was too late to muster the whole, after
returning from a walk to the top of some of the nearest heights, for the
purpose of making observations on the face of the country.

From the intelligence, however, that reached us this evening, we began

R
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to think that there would be no very pressing necessity for the service of
these troops; for, by letters from the camp at Blackhill, we were informed
that the Goorkha force under Kirtee Rana had been defeated, and the
whole made prisoners. No farther particulars were given ; but, considering
the motley nature of the force which accompanied us, we could not but
think it as well that the way should be clear for us, as, in all probability,
little honour or credit was to be expected from the conduct of men, who,
however brave they might be individually, had neither discipline, zeal,
nor confidence in each other to give effect to their operations.

May 9th.—Although every one was in motion by daybreak, it was no
easy matter to comience the march; for as the whole detachment were
now present, and the roads and paths were extremely narrow, considerable
arrangement was necessary in marshalling their line. The van was con-
ducted by the Risaldar, and a party of irregular horse; who, as being the
most to be trusted, had charge of the magazine and treasure. Next moved
the company of Ghoorkhas, with their baggage, and women and children.
Then the troops of Kumaoon, similarly attended. The Patans had moved
on by a shorter, upper, but more fatiguing road. And, when all these had
defiled through the pass, we moved ourselves, at half past seven, with our
personal attendants. Last of all, the rear was brought up by the Mewattie
troops. Such was the order of march. But it is scarcely possible to
convey an idea of the novel and ludicrous strangeness of the scene.

The difference of costumes, variety of features, colour, size, arms, and
language, glaringly forced itself on the view, forming a multitude of
extraordinary contrasts. Then the noise and uproar; the authoritative
orders of the sepoys and their officers to the miserable Paharies or hill-
porters, forced to serve; their unintelligible gabble, praying to be released,
partly but insufficiently drowned by the shrill wild sounds of the Ghoorkha
trumpets and drums ;—all this, in so wild a country, amid rocks and cliffs,
produced an effect, to which it must be evident that no description could
do justice.

When the march was commenced, the picturesqueness of the coup
d'@il was increased. The red and yellow uniforms of Skinner’s corps; the
bearded Patans, with their blue trowsers, various mantles, and numerous
standards; the short and stout figures of the Ghoorkhas, with their broad
Tartar faces, ragged, but preserving a sort of order, and their line attended
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by many women and children of all sizes; the Kumaoon company, yet
more ragged and various, composed of all the highlanders to the eastward ;
and the Mewatties, exhibiting among themselves as much difference of
feature and dress ;—all these passed file by file through a black cleft in a
rock, whence they were seen in a lengthened and almost endless line,
stretching along the mountain side, and winding in and out from the dark
ravines among the black rocks of which it was formed ; their gay colours
and dresses, their arms and standards glistening, presented a fine contrast
to the dark hue of the hills. On the whole, it was a display far more
curious and strange than ever before fell under my observation.

Having passed through the gorge, where a deep ravine commences, we
pursued our course along the side of the hill forming its northern bank,
descending rapidly, by a path of some dahger, narrow and overhanging
precipices, and with many indentings, until the stream that rolled below
formed a junction with the Peirowee-Nullah, which, rising from some of
the shoulders of Choor in the valley overlooked by Raj Gurh, flows in a
south-west direction to meet the Girree.

R 2
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CHAPTER X.

Tue hill we descended was entirely formed of slaty rock. Large lumps
of quartz were lying about as if by accident, but no considerable part of
the hill appeared to be formed of this stone. Small quantities of a stone,
which seemed to be composed of sand or flint and clay, are met with; it is
of adark brownish gray colour, and breaks into lamine regularly like slate.
In the nullah we saw large blocks of granite rounded by the torrents,
which had evidently come from a great distance, probably from the bowels
of Choor, whose gray and bare top is said to be composed of such masses.

Crossing the Peirowee, we ascended, and passing along the hills thinly
covered with wood, and having much cultivation, we went through the
little village of Kubéel, and reached Gudrotee, a village of considerable
size, where we halted for a little time in a country remarkably well cul-
tivated, and where all the labours of agriculture were going on briskly.
Land was under preparation for rice; while large quantities of wheat and
barley, cutting and fit to cut, with a few patches of cotton, and of a species
of pulse-bearing bush, well known in the plains as urrurr, or pigeon-pease,
covered the valley and sides of the hills.

The soil seemed light, but sharp and good; and not a spot upon the
lower part of the hills, where a spade could dig, was uncovered with corn;
though here and there a larger extent than usual might be observed,
forming fields of larger size, and little slope or undulation.

Gudrotee is a large village, built upon a point of the hill projecting
above the valley, to which the ascent is steep. This is a favourite situation,
every village being thus semi-insulated, where the ground admits of it,
perhaps with a view to defence against sudden attacks; if so, much of the
advantage of the position is lost by always being overlooked by the main
hill, which ascends behind it, and which completely commands it.

This position seldom affords the advantage of shelter from the blast,
and is generally rough, uneven, and circumscribed, so that no more obvious
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inducement presents itself for preferring such places than an idea of greater
security from plunder.

This village, though larger and more thriving than most others, had
many ruins ip its very centre, and had evidently declined ; whilst, all around,
others in view showed marks of violence and tyranny.

There were several towers here of from fifty to sixty feet high, built,
as usual, all of dry stone, and framework of wood. Possibly a considerable
portion of the ruins which every village exhibits may not be caused by the
loss of its inhabitants, but by the old houses being deserted from the wood
decaying, and the fabric consequently falling, and because they prefer
building a new house of new materials, to rebuilding the old whose wood is
decayed, and the stone shattered from time and its nature.

Several of the temples were ornamented with much carved work in
wood. Their strange overhanging roofs were fringed with a row of small
pieces of wood hanging down, resembling bobbins strung beneath the
cornice, and each corner had the image of a bell in wood hanging from it.
The figures of Hindoo divinities ornamented the doors and windows,
forming a strange combination of Chinese and Hindoo tastes. A large
beam, with notches cut into it at intervals, forms the only means of ascent
to these lofty edifices, each story being furnished with its separate rude
ladder.

In the vicinity of this and of the adjacent villages several groves of a
fir perfectly resembling the silver fir are observed, which give much effect
to the landscape.

After a halt of some time, we began to ascend the ridge of the hill
immediately behind the village by a very steep path, which led to its crest.
On casting the eye backwards from a point in the ascent, I counted twenty
villages in the valley we had left, many of them of considerable size. They
were scattered over the whole face of the hills, several of them perched on
their crests.

Height of situation seems not to be considered as disadvantageous;
water is abundant, and the climate moderate; they therefore are seen
crowning the highest hills, and spotting their sides.

On the very top of this ascent we found cotton and pigeon-pease
growing kindly.

Proceeding onwards to the north, after reaching the summit of the
hill, where we halted to make some observations, we passed through two
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villages of remarkable neatness, in good repair, and very pleasantly situated
upon the brow of a hill, which does not descend too precipitously, and
surrounded by walnut, apricot, mulberry, and other trees of very rich
verdure ; whilst a fine grove of larches, somewhat resembling.cedars, close
beside it, exhaled from their leaves, or the gum they shed, a delicious
perfume.

These villages are inhabited by Brahmins, a race that take that ex-
ceeding good care of themselves, which is generally observed of the priest-
hood in all countries where superstition holds sway.

Immediately beyond this village we reached the gorge of a descent,
when a fine highland scene burst upon us, giving to view a long vista of
wild hills running to the north-west, with a valley below in the same
direction, half lost in storm and mist, whence a rapid descent brought us
to our encamping ground.

The heights were chiefly grassy, but below, in the deep dells, forests of
various sorts of fir-trees met our eyes.

Choor appeared nearly covered to the top with these trees, but that
top itself, of bare rock, had nothing on it except here and there a spot of
SNOW.

At first we passed through thickets of a bush, which somewhat resem-
bles the Portugal laurel, but the stalks are redder, and the leaves less
shining ; it bears a beautiful red flower, and is, I believe, a species of the
rhododendron. A little below this the path led through a forest of oak,
of the same sort as that found in smaller quantities on the hills about
Nahn, and above the Dhoon; its leaves are long, of a pale dead green
above, and much lighter below, serrated, but not indented deeply. The
acorn is very distinct, but I do not recollect having seen the species any
where else.

From this wood the descent was particularly steep and unpleasant,
leading through the ruined village of Dhoon to the Bugetthoo-Nullah, a
fine stream, on the banks of which, at a village named Shai, we rested for
the night, after a short but fatiguing march of eleven miles and a quarter.
Many of the troops and porters did not come up till late.

The face of the country to-day preserved the same aspect as we observed
yesterday ; the hills were bold, round, and grassy, with little wood. The
valleys were not more broad, but extremely well cultivated; and strong
evidence of activity in conducting streams of water across hollows, and
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general attention to irrigation in preparing fields for the reception of rice,
and in cleaning those that were already under other crops, and, in short, in
every branch of hill farming, was apparent throughout.

About Gudrotee the crops were particularly fine and extensive. We
saw wheat in abundance that could not be surpassed in ear or straw. The
cattle were far superior to the small beasts we observed about Nahn,
and larger than any of the small breeds of the plains, fat, and in good
condition.

The people have exhibited little change in their appearance: the same
high nose and sharp features, the same dress, too; the lower orders very
miserably equipped. We thought that in one or two villages some of the
women exhibited distinct traces of the Tartar physiognomy: short, stout,
squat in figure, with high cheekbones, and broad faces, of a light yellow
colour.

At the ruined village of Dhoon there were two who certainly bore a
strong resemblance to Ghoorkhas, but all these might be accidental va-
riations, not indicative of any actual admixture of blood. Certainly, how-
ever, the appearance of those women we hdve seen, and they show them-
selves very freely, is considerably different from that of those we saw during
our first marches. ‘

The rocks here exhibited no variety this day : slate only predominated.
Iron was evident every where. The soil varied in colour and darkness
from yellowish red to black gray, as the slate is more dark and more
destructible.

We saw some deer to-day at a little distance, and two shots were fired
at them without effect. All we could distinguish of their appearance, was,
that they were of a dull grayish-brown colour, and were remarkably low
behind.

The village of Shai is poor, and chiefly in ruins, but its situation is not
unpleasant. The valley takes its rise in the north-western shoulder of
Choor, and in the upper part it is covered with wood, while that towards
the village is varied with cultivation and green slopes; and the stream,
though little fringed with wood, forms an embellishment by no means
trifling. Our camp occupied some fields, whence the corn had been chiefly
cut along its banks. '

May 10.—As there was an uncertainty of always procuring an adequate
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supply of provisions for the people while advancing, and no grain had as
yet been brought in at this stage, it was thought proper to halt for a
supply where we were ; a measure probably not unpleasant to a majority
of the party, who, accustomed only to travel in the plains, became fatigued
by the unusual toil of the hill marches.

In fact, they are exceedingly painful at first, but after a short practice
it is surprising how the muscles become accustomed to the new species of
action, and the breath is lengthened, so that ascending and descending
heights become matters of comparative ease and indifference.

It is remarkable, that, of all the descriptions of men along with us, the
men of Skinner’s corps, who have passed their life on horseback, and are
probably little accustomed to march on foot even on the plains, were those
of the party that least complained of fatigue, and always arrived the first
upon their ground.

In the forenoon many of the zemindars and principal men of the neigh-
bouring villages attended, partly summoned to produce grain, and partly
to relate grievances and disputes of their own, which they hoped might
be redressed or arranged by us, and we had thus a good opportunity of
remarking on the appearance and character of the inhabitants of this
district.

It is strange how loth these men were found to part with the hoards
of grain which they possessed, although their own price was offered for it
to them. There was hardly an instance in this part of the country of the
farmers giving what was wanted for the use of the army at the first re-
quisition, though they had it in abundance, and the money was tendered
to them at the same moment. The possession of it was, in general,
denied, and it never was produced until force was threatened and a search
ordered ; when, rather than submit to that, though not until the orders
were on the point of being executed, they tardily produced their stores;
some, perhaps trusting to their cunningness of concealment, braved the
search, but our Ghoorkhas, well aware of their ways, never failed to find
what was required.

This unwillingness may partly be traced to habitual fear, and experience
of frequent plunders on similar occasions, but it should have ceased with
experience; and there could be little doubt of the sincerity of our proffers
of payment where the money itself was offered, and frequently given in
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advance. They could have had no objection to part with the grain from
a fear of future want, because more money than it was worth was offered
for it, which would always command what they might need from other
districts. And, finally, had they reflected, they must have felt that the
strong arm of power was at hand to enforce compliance with its demand,
whether just or unjust.

. Here we have a true and striking specimen of the falsehood and cunning
policy, as well as of the shortsightedness, and the inconsistency of the
Asiatic. He advances with a cringing and respectful demeanour, and to a
_ plain direct inquiry at once replies by a downright untruth, supported by
many assertions and good reasons, and seasoned with a sufficient dose of
flattery and entreaty. He neglects his immediate and apparent interest
for a remote and contingent advantage ; and, trusting to his good fortune,
and to that flattery which is so cheap, and which he thinks he can use so
effectually, and to his own cunning and proficiency in deceit, so often
successful, he braves and often exasperates a power that can crush him.

Such was the conduct of the hill people on this occasion, and it will
. probably be found of a piece with the whole tenor of that uncertain, vacil-
lating, mean, and narrow policy, which marks and stains the Asiatic cha-
racter. From such men no steady or good course of conduct can be looked
for; on them no reliance can be placed. Even the tie of interest seems
unsteady when viewed through so uncertain a medium.

The conduct of the hill states in this quarter, since the commencement
of the war, has been entirely of this character, and their subjects have
not departed from it. Their appearance was quite consistent with this;
cautious self-possession was apparent in each line of their wrinkled coun-
tenances drawn up into a cringing smile ; but, on the whole, they differed
not much from the rest of the men of Sirmore who have fallen under our
observatlon '

~ In the afternoon we rev1ewed our troops, which, when drawn up in
theu- different corps, formed an assemblage of the most grotesque appear-
ance that can be imagined ; for, collected as they were in haste, there was
no room for choice; each who called hjmself a soldier, and brought his
arms, was retained at the time: thus, boys not nearly arrived at their
growth were found in the ranks; old men scarcely equal to wielding
their arms were also there. Several had dyed their beards and hair with

8
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indigo to hide the approaches of time, but not being able to pay that
attention to their toilette on a fatiguing march which they could in camp,
the difference was apparent in the grisly-gray that now, having partly lost
its blue, spread over their faces and heads.

Such were the doughty heroes which we had to oppose to the veteran
Ghoorkhas. However, there were also many good men, and much ma-
terial ; and, had there been time to establish any kind of regular discipline,
a considerable portion would probably have become good soldiers.

As it was, the defeat of Kirtee Rina, as likely to render unnecessary
any trial of their steadiness, was an event not to be deplored.

Observing the stream in front of our camp to swarm with fish, I got
together some rude materials for angling, and succeeded in catching a
couple of dozen. They were of a species totally different from those we
saw in the Jelall ; long for their thickness, and of a dirty greenish-gray
colour, with white bellies ; their mouth was small, and placed under the
head, as in the shark, forming an excrescence, which was of a stiff leathery
substance.

The small ones were sweet to the taste; the larger were not so good, .
and extremely full of bones. A string of this species of fish was presented
to us at Raj Gurh, and were the first of the sort we saw.

A few of a species resembling one of those we saw in the Jelall, with
bright golden and silver scales, were also remarked ; these, however, were
rarely caught, and we were informed that they were extremely unwhole-
some; and were led to believe that this might be the fact, as one of the
party having eaten of it, was rather violently attacked both in stomach and
bowels.

May 11.—~Want of grain detained us this day also, but as the situation
is not a convenient one, it was determined the next day to commence our
march for the fort of Choupal in Joobul.

A confirmation of the defeat and surrender of the enemy’s force under
Kirtee Rana this day reached us; they were surrounded, it was under-
stood, by the troops of Bischur and Joobul; and from the loose accounts
that alone had been hitherto obtained, we were led to fear that treachery
was employed to induce them to give themselves up.

We were also informed that the chief part of Ummr Sing’s army had
deserted him, and come over to the British, in consequence of his mad
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resistance after the fatal defeat of Buchtee Thappa, and the severity of his
measures, and of their privations.

The loss of that beloved leader, too, had great share in disheartening
them ; and as he had alone, for a long time, been the means of retaining
the troops in their fidelity to Ummr Sing, with whom they were disgusted,
the moment that bond became dlssolved by Buchtee’s death, they fled, or
came over almost in a body.

It was farther said, that Ummr Sing had offered to surrender himself
and Malown, which place had been closely invested.

A heavy hailstorm, with a drizzling rain, fell this day, and made the
air exceedingly cold. At the top of a hill above the valley, where we
ascended to take some observations, it was so piercing as to benumb the
fingers, and during the night it was felt severely in camp.

Choor had been plentifully sprinkled with snow.

May 12.—Having determined on the march, we rose early, but, as
tisual, could not expedite all necessary business till seven o’clock, when we
commenced our route, pursuing a course up the Bughetoo glen somewhat
to the south-east.

We passed several villages, which were pleasantly situated, with many
fine walnut-trees around them; but these villages were in a state of decav
There was, however, a good deal of cultivation.

To our left appeared a most wild, rocky, but short glen, whence a
stream joins the Bughetoo. We kept our course up the latter for nearly
four miles, ascending very greatly, though very gradually, till about a mile
further on.

Being high above the stream, we turned quite to our left in a north-
eastern direction, and proceeded, mounting by a path along a ridge covered
with larches, and very rough.

The wind was piercing cold, and short showers fell, and drifted past.
Choor was for awhile enveloped in them, and when it appeared again, was
covered with fresh fallen snow.

Still ascending, we entered a forest of oak, holly, rhododendron, and
larch, and held a more easterly course along the lofty ridge we had reached,
and high above the glen below to a pass or ghat, where a descent com-
menced ; here we halted a little, and then immerged into a deep hollow,
proceeding like the rest from Choor, and covered with a noble forest of
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firs, oaks, and hollies. That fir, which was most abundant, resembles the
silver fir in colour and figure, but growing generally in forests, and thickly
the trunk attains an immense height, whilst the branches, circumscribed
in their growth by want of room, are small and short and bear no pro.
portion to the stem.

Larch was almost equally plentiful, and of this another species attracted
our attention this day, differing in colour and in the tufted appearance of
its leaves; but the tree retained the character. _

Holly was abundant, and attained a great size: 1ts leaf perfectly re-
sembled that of the common English holly.

Many other trees added their beauties to the foliage of the forest, for
which I can give no name; and the underwood was as various. g

The vegetation under these was formed of wild strawberries, butter-
cups, columbines, ferns, and thousands of other lovely flowers that sprang
in rich confusion all around. |

Through this noble forest we marched for a considerable space, till
emerging on a clear height we saw the glen below: its upper parts wild
and woody, whﬂe lower down it appeared bare, but spotted with cul:
tivation.

Choor frowned hoary with snow above all, sending a fine dlversxty oi
bare peaks and woody ridges to the glen beneath.

From  hence we began to descend very rapidly, and at last SO pre-
cipitously that the path was a mere zigzag cut on the ridge’s edge, till we
gained the bed of the torrent, which rolls rapidly over blocks of various
stones, the ruins of the mountain above. On a very small ledge on the
banks of this our little tent was pitched.

Our march was ten miles, the first seven of which were a contmual
ascent, and the latter three as continued and precipitous a descent.

The face of the country during this day’s march exhibited a far greater
variety, and a much more interesting wildness than we had yet witnessed.

It led, indeed, over the remoter parts of the heights surrounding the
great mountain Choor, and was. consequently more shaggy and rugged.
This mountain is a most noble and conspicuous object in every way ; it is
the highest peak between the Sutlej and Jumna, short of the Snowy Moun-
tains and their immediate shoulders. Indeed there is no hill as far as the
Alacnunda that nearly approaches it in height. . Observations subsequent
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to this tour have fixed it at 10,688 feet. above the plains; it is seen at a
great distance from. every quarter, and forms an excellent point for ob-
servation ; it is, moreover, the nucleus whence all the hills around radiate
as from a centre. Streams are sent from its face in every direction, which
swell the Girree or Pabur rivers; and standing on a height near it (for we
did not ascend it), the line of every ridge was plainly perceived diverging
from, or connecting with it, as far as the sight extended. .

In the sequel (where a sketch of the general face of the country is
glven to illustrate the map), a more particular notice will be taken of
this vast and majestic mountain, whose figure well accords with 1ts im-
portance, and: commands respect. .

The nature of the forests and vegetable productlons has been already
noticed. “ A" new species of oak was observed, in addition to .the trees
already enumerated ; its leaves are very bright, and serrated, preserving
a roundish oval shape. . We also saw a new species of the raspberry, com-
pletely resembling that of the wild sort at home; also two different sorts
of strawberry quite distinct from that which grows nearer to the plains.
All these, however, were barely in blossom ; some had not even advanced
so far, and thus no judgment could be formed of what they might be at
maturity. The variety of the trees and shrubs and smaller herbs was
astonishing. At each step some new plant attracted the eye; and.many
of those meadow flowers which are common in Europe were hailed with
great satisfaction. The ferns were very beautiful, and even the humble
buttercup gave rise to a pleasing recollection; for, in wild and remote
regions, the remembrance of early days and youthful pleasures recurs,
even when excited by trifles, with redoubled interest.

The soil and rocks have evinced no change during the day’s journey ;
the former only varies in colour, and in some places seemed quite black, as
of a coaly nature, but no reason could be discovered for this, except that
the rock was darker, of a more mouldering quality, and strongly tinctured
with iron.

The rocks preserve their slaty composition and laminous texture,
having a great tendency to moulder away, and being frequently mixed
considerably with sand.

In the bed of the nullah, where we encamped, as well as of that which
we left, there were large blocks of stone, hard, and of different sorts ; some
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a sort of plum-pudding stone, and some, I believe, of a species of granite s
but the variety was considerable, and all were rounded by violent attrition
in the bed of the torrent.

Our camp was pitched at the confluence of two very wild streams, which
rise in Choor, and here form the Bisharee Nullah, which falls into the
Girree about ten cos from hence, at a village called Bhotog, in the petty
state of Bulsum. .

The Bisharee Nullah here forms the boundary between Sirmore and
Joobul. . The banks are so very rocky and steep to the water’s edge that
there was hardly room for the people to rest upon.

The cold at night, though at the bottom of the valley, was so great
that double covering was absolutely necessary.

May 13.—The morning was sharp but fine. Being desirous of obtaining
a sketch of the very singular hollow we had encamped in, with the moun-
tain and ridges of Choor, I went forward a little before the party, and
crossing the Bisharee torrent, was conducted by the guide up the very face
of the opposing rock, by a path which at first was supposed a wrong one
from its extreme roughness and steepness, and which led us more than
once into situations of considerable danger, besides being very toilsome to
ascend. After much delay, and several mistakes, arising from the unintel-
ligible jargon of the guide, which even the Ghoorkhas who accompanied
me could not understand, I obtained what I wanted, but was not joined
by the rest of the party for more than an hour.
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CHAPTER XI.

Tue troops had slowly and painfully ascended the precipice, and most
fortunately only one accident had occurred, which, considering the steepness
and the tortuous nature of the path (the turns of which often crossed each
other, and the lower parts of which were much exposed to the fall of loose
stones from above), was less than could have been expected.

A Mewattie soldier received a falling stone, and was precipitated down
a good way and much bruised, but not so as to endanger his life.

The extent of this steep rocky pull is nearly a mile; beyond it the
ascent continues somewhat more easy, but is still very toilsome, along the
face of a green ridge, from the top of which we enjoyed a noble view of
the valleys and ridges diverging from Choor.

To the north-west we descried a portion of the Snowy Mountains at a
great distance, probably on the other side of the Rauvee: they appeared
lofty and large, but were chiefly lost in cloud, and soon were quite hid
from view. We proceeded from hence to the northward, along a ridge
projecting from that we were to cross, generally ascending till we reached
the main mountain; when a very rude and difficult path lay before us,
leading right up the face of the hill through a shaggy and various
forest, in which, on every side, rough sharp peaks appeared, and bold
projecting crags, that strewed the pass and the deep valley below with
their ruins. » :

It required the application of both hands and feet frequently to get
on, and the exertion continued a long time, so that when we reached the
gorge of the pass at half past twelve. o’clock, the people were quite ex-
hausted, though it was only four miles and a half from our night’s station.
It was certainly a very savage place, and required the limbs of moun-
taincers to attain it with any facility. The roughness and darkness of the
wood upon the south side, and the towering and irregular variety of the
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craigs that frowned all around, gave a very singular character to the
scene.

When we reached the highest part, the view, as might be expected,
was magnificent, for the height we had reached was probably not 1500 feet
below Choor itself.

Several ranges of long and lofty hills running into each other, and
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