The Dewars of St. Fillan

The following articles on the Dewar Sept of the Clan Macnab were taken from
several sources. No attenpt has been nmade to consolidate the articles; instead
they are presented as in the original source, which is given at the begi nning of
each section. Hence there will be sone duplication of naterial. David Rorer

Dewar, means roughly “custodian” and is derived from the Gallic “Deoradh,” a word
originally meaning “stranger” or “wanderer,” probably because the person so named
carried St. Fillan’s relics far a field for special purposes. Later, the neaning
of the word altered to “custodian.” The relics they guarded were the Quigrich
(Pastoral staff); the Bernane (chaO gqO 0O.ch
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Grey Street, Killin, fromacross the Falls of Dochart.

Here lived Malise,

Dewar Quigrich, towards the end of the 18'" century,
Photo by A. C. MKerracher
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The ruined Chapel Na Farig at Auchlyne where the lost relic of St. Fillan called the Fergy was kept
Photo by A. C. MKerracher

Page 1 of 1
David Richard Rorer, 949 Nottingham Dr. Ci ncinnati, Chio 45255, drorer @ use. net
Last printed 3/3/2015 12:41:00 PM



The bronze 8'" century Bernane Bell, held by its hereditary Dewars until the
17'" century and used in the healing ceremony in St. Fillan’s chapel.
Now in the National Miseum of Antiquities, Edinburgh
Phot o by the National Museum of Antiquities

Background: From "Rob Roy Macgregor, his life and tinmes" by WH Miurray,
publ i shed by Canongate Books.

At this period Rob Roy was living under the protection of lan Gas (G ey John
Canpbel I'), the earl of Breadal bane who had given Rob the | ease of a house and
 and at Auchinchisallen in den Dochart about five mles east of Crianlarch
But he was still his own nman:

P. 167

"Rob went his own way. He could stand up to Breadal bane or Argyll no |ess
than Montrose. On one occasion, lan das had enployed as | and agent a

gentl eman of Argyll's fanily, and given himnore authority than his due. This
man evicted a famly of Clan Gegor fromits snmallholding in den Dochart,

all egedly for insufficient cause and its seem ngly easy prey as one of a
broken clan. The property and stock had been taken when Rob Roy on appeal had
t he agent seized and brought before himat Tyndrum He obliged the man to
sign papers restoring the property and reinstating the clansman, and then had
hi m ducked in the pool of St Fillan, nmidway between Tyndrum and Crianlarich
A chapel stood there by the river Fillan. The holy waters were believed to
cure lunacy and other disorders - nunerous cairns around were covered with
the rags of bathers' clothing. The Campbell agent was given the cure, which

i ncl uded roping himovernight to a wooden frame with St Fillan's bell set on
the crown of his head. The incident gave affront to Argyll as well as

Br eadal bane. Perhaps to give themtine to cool, Rob Roy renpbved for a while
to Craigrostan, but nore likely to organize his Martinmas raids on Menteith."
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The baptismal font, probably used by St. Fillan, much later it was used in a

cerenony for the treatnment of madness. It lies in a corner of the ruins of
the priory built on the site of St. Fillan’s cell
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Photo by A. C. MKerracher



The Healing Stones of St Fillan

The photos on this page were scanned fromthe Scottish Field issue of June
1973

Grahame W son touches the Healing Stones, blessed by St Fillan for the
healing of bodily ailnents, with articles of clothing sent by post by sick
people. The mill where the Stones are kept has been in the Wlson famly for
three generations. Every Christmas villager’s culled straw and twigs from the
wash of the River Dochart “for bedding the Stones”

Note: The m Il is nowthe Killin Visitor Center and the Healing Stones are
still kept there.
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The Healing Stones of St Fillan

Seventy-year-old Ji my Anderson, session clerk of Killin Church, shows the
stone under which the Gssianic hero, Fingal, is said to be buried.
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The Healing Stones of St Fillan

P

At

St Fillan’s Stones
The stones today as kept at the Killin Visitors Center in the old mll.

Picture contributed by Betty WI sSoOn
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Map of Glen Dochart showing the locations of the crofts associated with the Dewar’s and of other locations
associated with St. Fillan
The original of this map appeared with the article titled The Dewars of St. Fillan by A C. MKerracher
in The Scots Magazine sonetinme in 1976
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The followi ng stories and pictures
cane from web pages at Perthshire
Diary — A daily dose of Perthshire
and Scottish Hi story.

http://ww. perthshirediary. conf
Perthshire Diary features a
different story and picture for each
day of the year.

The picture at right
Dochart in winter.

is of the river

The Quigrich of St Fillan

St Fillan cane originally from
Ireland and arrived at d endochart
around 730 AD. He built a priory
near Auchtertyre in Strathfillan
Little is known of his work in

d endochart though he was certainly
held in great veneration and summer
and wi nter feasts were held each
year in Killin in his honor. Wen
the saint died he left certain
relics which, rather unusually, were
entrusted not to the nmonks of his
priory but to the custody of |aynen
living in dendochart who were given
a free grant of land by the king in
virtue of their office.

Such men were call ed deoradh, which
is Gaelic for stranger. This
referred to the fact that the relics
were often carried as a “stranger’
to other areas as they were

consi dered to possess speci al

powers. The relics of St Fillan were
handed down from father to son and
in the course of time the fanmlies
entrusted with the relics were given
t he surnane deoradh or Dewar.

Per haps the nost inportant relic of
all was the quigrich or the pastora
staff of St Fillan. This was often
taken to di stant places where it was
consi dered to have mmagi ca

properties in the recovery of stolen
goods. The fact that the fanily
havi ng custody of the quigrich
shoul d possess such a potent relic
was not popular with the Priors of
Strathfillan and in 1549 there was
an attenpt to conpel “Malise Doir of
Quigrich to deliver and present to
the kirkis of Strathphillan certain
reliques, and nocht to be taken
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furth agane w thout the |icence of
the said prioure.” Failure to agree
was to |l ead to excommuni cati on.
However the Lords of the Counci
threw out the decree and Malise Doir
retained the relic.

The quigrich stayed with the sane
famly in d endochart for about 900
years, when, because they had fallen
on bad tines, they sold it to the
McDonnel I s of @ engarry. This breach
of trust brought them nothing but
trouble and eventually with sone
difficulty they were able to buy it
back. Though it was no | onger used
to locate stolen property it was
believed that water in which the
staff had been di pped was npst
efficacious in curing sick cattle.

No charges were nade for this
service but the realization seens to
have dawned on the Dewar famly that
possession of the quigrich did
confer certain financial advantages.
They found that tourists in Killin
were prepared to reward themfor a
view of the relic. In 1808 Al exander
Dewar even took it to Edi nburgh
where according to the Cal edoni an
Mercury “there is to be seen at the
first entry bel ow Covenant C ose a
nost curious antiquity, in the

fam ly of the proprietor since
before the time of Robert the Bruce,
admittance two shillings.”

Eventual ly the quigrich passed to
Archi bal d Dewar who in 1818
em grated from Scotl and to Canada
taking the crosier with him That
of 5
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m ght have been the end of the story
had it not been for the efforts of
the Rev Eneas McDonnell, a catholic
priest in Canada and a descendent of
the McDonnel s of d engarry who had
possessed the quigrich for a short
tinme. He wote to Dr WIson who was
secretary of the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland and between
themefforts were nade to secure the
return of the staff to Scotland, but
wi t hout success.

There was to be yet another twist to
the story. Dr WIson was appoi nted
to a chair in the University of
Toronto and was able to visit

Al exander Dewar, son of Archibald,
who now owned the quigrich. By this
time Al exander was al nost ninety
years old and was worried that his
own sons woul d not show the sane
interest as he had done in
preserving St Fillan’s staff. He
agreed to part with the staff and on
Decenmber 30th, a deed was drawn up
to surrender the quigrich to the
Soci ety of Antiquaries of Scotland
“there to remain in all time to come
for the use, benefit and enjoynent
of the Scottish Nation.”

The Quigrich was placed and may
still be seen in the National Miseum
of Antiquities in Edinburgh
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St Fillan's Bell

Li ke the Quigrich, the St Fillans
bell was also placed in the
saf ekeepi ng of a Dewar whose | and
was at Suie in G endochart.
It was evidently considered to be a
relic of some inportance and was
borne in the pageant at the
coronation of Janes 4th in 1488.

Sometine after the Refornation, the
Dewars of Suie |ost possession of
the Bell, which made its way to the
churchyard at Strathfillan (see
picture at right). It was stil

consi dered to have nmgi ca
properties, and was much used in
rites to cure the insane. (It would
be interesting to know the success
rate of these cures which consisted
firstly of imersing the insane
person in the Linne Naonmh or Holy
Pool at Strathfillan; then taking
themto the churchyard at St Fillan
where they were secured to a stone
in the churchyard with the Bel

pl aced over their heads and |eft
overnight. |If by norning they had
broken | oose fromtheir bonds it was
a sign that they would be cured. If
t hey were unsuccessful it was

consi dered that there was no hope of
curing them)

There was another tradition
concerning the Bell. That if it was
to be removed fromthe churchyard it
woul d return there by the next day.
In 1798 a sonmewhat skeptica
Engl i shman deci ded to test out the

theory and renoved the Bell to
Engl and.
There it remained for over seventy

years when Bi shop Forbes of Brechin,
while on a visit to the Earl of
Crawf ord, happened to neet an
Engl i shman who in conversation
mentioned that a relative of his
living in Hertfordshire stil
possessed the Bell.

The original thief who kept a diary
of his Scottish visit related the
circumstances with some panache. “In
order to ascertain the truth of St
Fillan’s Bell | carried it off with
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me to England...An old woman asked
what | wanted with the Bell and |
told her that | had an unfortunate
relative at hone out of his m nd and
that 1 wanted him cured. “Oh but,~”
she says “you must bring him here to
be cured or it will be of no use.”
Upon which | told her that he was
too ill to be noved and off |

gall oped with the Bell to Tyndrum
Inn.”

Once again a relic of St Fillan

whi ch had appeared to be | ost,
forever was returned to Scotland and
now st ands beside the Quigrich at
the National Museum of Antiquities
i n Edi nbur gh.

One does not have to be a catholic
or even a Christian to feel that
there is sonethi ng wonderful about
the way in which these two relics
returned, if not to Strathfillan

| east back to the capital of

Scotl and “for the benefit and

enjoyment of the Scottish Nation.”

at

Bruce's secret protector

After the battle of Methven in
1306 in which Bruce and his
foll owers were defeated by an

English force under the Earl of

Penbroke, he retreated to the hills
and remained for a tine in den
Dochart.

Here he becane acquainted with the
traditions of St Fillan and

wor shi pped at his shrine. MDougal
of Lorne pursued the Bruce with a
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force of 1,000 men. Although heavily
out nunbered, Bruce and his followers
were able to escape fromhis enen es
with alnbst no loss of |ife and it
was believed that this mracul ous
del i verance was due to the
protection of St Fillan

It was natural, therefore, that

ei ght years later, before the battle
of Bannockburn, Bruce should pray to
St Fillan for help and protection.
He believed that one of the relics
of St Fillan had been brought to his
tent for this purpose. This was the
left armof the saint, enclosed in a
silver case, and was known as the
Mayne. Suddenly, as he was praying,
so the story goes, there was a | oud
crack fromthe case. A priest went
to the alter and opened the case.
“This is a miracle,” he cried, “I
brought the case here enpty lest the
Mayne be lost in the confusion of
battle. Yet here it is, back inits
case for all to see.”

Bruce accepted this as an onen of
success and was not di sappoi nted
next day.

As late as 1670 there was nention of
a Dewar’s croft at Killin known as
Dewar - na- Maynes croft. Wether the
Mayne was still at Killin in 1670 is
not known. Certainly no one has any
know edge of its whereabouts today.
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The birth of Dewars Wi skey

John Dewar was born in 1806 at the
smal | farm of Shernavil near
Aberfeldy. When he left school he
served as an apprentice to his el der
brother who had a joiner’s business
in Aberfeldy. It was when he was
aged twenty-two that he received an
invitation from James Macdonal d, a
di stant cousin, who had a w ne
merchant’s business in Perth close
to the Fair Maid’s House. John
liked Perth, liked the job he was
in, got married and eight years
| ater was nmade a partner in the
firm But he was an anbitious nan
and at the age of forty he set up
his own shop in the High Street of
Pert h.

Even in 1846 there was still plenty
of illicit whisky produced in the

Hi ghl ands though with the Act of
1823, which reduced the duty on

whi sky to 2s 3d per gallon, nore and
nore |egal distilleries were set up
The whi sky industry, which neant the
production of malt whisky, was stil
a small affair and nearly all the
spirit was drunk within the confines
of Scotland. John Dewar’s ambitions
were relatively nbodest to begin with
and for the first ten years his

mar ket was confined to Perth and the
surroundi ng area. He made one

i nportant innovation, he started to
bottl e his whisky and found by these
means that not only was he able to
sell nmore locally but was al so able
to tackle markets further a field.

The malt whi sky produced at this
time varied considerably in age and
pal atability and was not therefore a
particul arly popular drink in

Engl and. It was the discoveries of
the virtues of bl ended whisky, a

m xture of malts and grain whisky

t hat opened up the English narket.
John Dewar died before he was able
to capitalize on this innovation and
it was left to his two sons John and
Tommy to create a whi sky known

t hr oughout the world. To them nay be
added Al exander Cameron, a man who
revol utioni zed the art of bl ending
and who was responsible for the

final blend of Dewar’s whisky, which
today contains around forty separate
whi ski es.

Tomy was the sal esnan and travel ed
all over the world pronmoting the

product. He renmi ned a bachel or
becane Baron Dewar and made his hone
in Sussex. He donated Kinnoull Hill
to the people of Perth. John

remai ned in Scotl and, was made Baron
Fortevi ot and al ways retai ned an
intense interest in the affairs of
Perth. He worked as a County
Councilor and | ater becane MP for
Perth and East Perth. He died
Novenber 23rd 1929.

Note: The picture below is of the
bridge over the Dochart at Killin
that al so crosses over the island of
I nchbuie the traditional buria

pl ace of the Macnabs
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